Conservauon

officials ' on
tawattaﬂue

Commission
Brol Ave.,
received /4 “in his

election to a six-yea
the commission, W

johann of Minden recelved
3,636. The third nominee on the

ballott ‘Blois of Honey
Creek, mmm votes in
the unofﬁdal’cbﬂnt.

McManamy; ‘dof Rt. 3,
rcleceti;ded 597% votes to be
elec m a ' term,
filling num when
Brokmalato ;:Ked M ‘of his
origina

McManamy wﬂl ﬁlke office
immediately, and the com- -
mission will point either
Brokmangéor gwjohann to
office nediately to. fill
another } v left bv the
death of former ‘Commissioner
Eldon Raylin.

The third winner will take
office in January.

In the East Pottawattamie
Soil Consemhon Commission
race ward F, Keast and
cnfloy Stille,'s ,both  of
Maceﬂoma, were . elected.
Keast recenved mzo votes.
while Stille received ’1 093
votes. :

No other nommees wereon
the ballot.

e e 1%




6-B
Eroszon Worsemng

Funds Urged for 10,

@ Continued from Pagel
i -Areas Soil Conservation Act —
<+that would create a new conser-
vation cost-share program for
areas of the country with the
worst soil erosion problems.

. They said’ the Loess Hills
regxon of southwest Iowa was
ranked fifth by the USDA in an
“evaluation of the country’s most
senouslyerodmgareas

Cost-Sharing

Among provisions of the bill
"is that it would calt for cost-
~sharing and technical as-
sistance to landowners and op-

erators ina designated area.
=+ Also included would be-a pro-
- vision that calls for compensat-

Sunday World-Herald, September 28, 1980

g

ing farmers for income Iost as a’“

result of crop adjustments from
new crops to permanent vegeta-
tive cover.

Several witnesses said they
would favor such an approach.

Speaking after the three-hour
hearing, Barney Zimmerman of
Westphalia, Towa, said a public
relations program also is
needed,

Zm; man, representing
the y County Farmers
Union, Said the program should
be aimed at commercial farm-

ers who do not own the land they *

cultivate and absentee landown-
ers.:

Farmers: States Must Solve
- ErosionorF aceRegulatlons

Bv a World-Herald Staff Writer

Honey Creek, Iowa — If states
“don’t solve their soil erosion
‘problems, farmers will end up
‘with federal regulations requir-
«ng conservation, two members
‘of the House Subcommittee on
Conservation and Credit were
‘told at a breakfast here Satur-
day.
* At a breakfast ' meetmg of
“[Rep. Tom Harkin’s Farm Advi-
&)ry Committee, farmer Don

illiams of Villisca, Iowa, said
conservation needs must «be

andled at the state level or the
jederal government will step in.
- Williams said higher commo-
dity prices are not the only
answer for getting farmers to
¥se more conservation prac-
ices because higher prices lead
only to farmers ‘‘bidding up”’
the price of land.

~With higher prices, farmers
buy bigger machinery and

- conservation programs.

“then it starts all over again,”’
Wiliiams said.

Others at the breakfast com-
plained about federal farm pro-
grams, which they said were
more beneficial to large farm-
ers.

Georgia Sievers of Avoca,
Towa, said federal farm policies
do not do anything for conserva-
tion.

E.A. Baldwin of Smith Lake
Farms in Little Sioux, Iowa,
complained about absentee
landowners in the state.

“They bleed us dry just as
sure as the foreign interests
do,”” he said.

He told Harkin and the chair-
man of the House subcommit-
tee, Rep. Ed Jones, that one
solution might be to have a
check-off on the national ballot,
similar to that for political par-
ties, that would allow voters to
give an amount such as $1 to

neighboring tracts of land and

s contouring, strip crop-
ping, grassed waterways and
leaving crop‘xesmue on the
field, can be accomplished at no
cost to farmers who are willing
to take the time, he said.

W. Lee Honeyman of the lowa
Farm Bureau listed several in-
centives that could be used to
encourage farmer participation
in soil conservation.

He suggested an income tax
credit on federal and state taxes

equal to a*percentage of the cost
of installing permanent soil ero-
sion control practices.

He also favored low-cost loans
to -help finance farmer cost-
sharing efforts and payment for
the loss of crop income from
land set aside for construction
of conservation practices
during the growing season.

‘Real Problem’

Honeyman said urban erosion
is a ‘‘very real problem”- that
should be addressed. He sug-
gested erosion control require-
ments in subdivision ordi-
nances and highway
construction and repair plans
that include provisions for tem-
porary soil protectlon mea-
sures.

Although most of the wit-
nesses and the approximately
50 persons attending appeared
pleased with the hearing, one
retired farmer had thxs to say:
“Ithinkitwasas

Keith Noland, 63-year-old re-
tired farmer from y r, com-
plained tha i
represente

zations or government
and not mdmdualfarm
- Noting that Harkin is

king_

re-election this year for his fowa ?

5th District seat, Noland said
the meeting was “‘nothing buta
political rally.”

9
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MANDRIORY
SOILSAVING _
IDEA ATTACKED

By DON MUHM * =7 / @
Register Farm Editor : e

WATERLOO, IA. — Mandatm'y soil
conservation practices were opposed
here Wednesday by a majority of
farmers and conservationists testify-
ing at a U.S. Senate Agriculture
Committee hearing. .=
. Farmers expressed concern about
the rising.costs of making soil conser-
vation improvements, and about the
availability of cost-sharing funds
from government sources.

It’s hard enough for young farmers
to get started in farming, said several
witnesses, without alse having to
come up with money to protect their
land resources from erosion. :

Wednesday’s was the first of three
Towa hearings being chaired by U.S.

Senator ﬁger Jeg?len (Rep., Ia.), who
said testimony will be considered in

S. Farm Act of 1981.

farm legislation next year because all
major agricultural programs will
expire then.

Jepsen’s brother Myron, a rural
Cedar Falls farmer, said lack of
adequate funding is “one of the major
problems getting soil conservation
work done.” He said farmers would
prefer that they finance their own
projects from higher farm income.

Qne witness criticized the U.S. De-
artment of Agriculture, which he
said “ a hu 0

dollar loan to a farmer for a grain

to e

cou of llars for soil
conservation,”

While there was disagreement
about how it.should be accomplished,
there was no dispute about the impor-
tance of soil conservation.

Senator Jepsen said “the problems
of soil conservation represent a
threat to the primary form of subsist-
ence underlying our heritage, our
economic strength, our firmly held
family values and the future of the
most productive segment of our

national economy — agriculture.”

To illustrate how farmers should
feel about their land, James Sage of
rural Waterloo passed on this advice |
he said he received from his father: |

“Live as though you are going to |
die tomorrow, and farm as though
you are going to farm forever.”

Sage, whose family’s 590-acre farm
is fully protected by soil-conserving
practices paid for ‘entirely by" the
family, suggested some type of tax in-
centives for fatmeu who protect
, their land.

Vinton banker urry Robtnd rec-
ommended a new kind of low-interest
loan program for farmers who want
to establish soil conservation work on
their farms, using a special loan
guarantee backed by the government.

Two witnesses, Harry Scurr of
Gilman and Frank Schaller of Iowa
State University, called for continued
financial support of a pilot project in
Tama County, where ISU officials
and others are measuring the impact
of soil conservation work on reducing
soil erosion and pollution from farm
sources.

roaching the problem from
axﬁ%ﬁm
Don Boddicker said new tillage tools
are needed so that soil that has
eroded downhill can be moved uphill.
Also testifying Wednesday was U.S.
Representative Charles Grassley
(Rep., Ia.), who told of several-bills
pending before Congress that
emphasize soil conservation. One
would provide a 20 percent tax credit
for soil conservation improvements.
Another would provide incentives,
such as increased governmental price
support loans, to those farmers who
voluntarily apply conservation
practices.

Grassley also favors having
farmers sign long-term soil conserva-
tion contracts wn‘tﬁ the government, in

erosion problems are
particularly severe, such as in certain
2reas of southwest Iowa. '

The second Iowa hearing will
convene at 9 a.m. today at the
Scheman Continuing Education
Center on the lowa State University
campus at Ames. The final session is
set for 9:30 am. Friday at the _
Jefferson County Courthouse in l
Fairfield. d
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LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Hearing
on
Rules For Considering
Erosion Control Plans For
Land Disturbing Activities
In Development Areas
West Pottawattamie
County Soil Conservation
District

Under authority set forth
in Chapter 467A, Code of
Iowa, 1981, the Commis-
sioners of West Pottawat-
tamie County Soil Conser-
vation District, have pro-
posed rules ‘for approving
or disapproving erosion
control plans referred to
the district in conjunction
with the issuance of certain
building permits.

A copy of these proposed
rules may be obtained at
the West Pottawattamie
County Soil Conservation
District Office, Room 221
Federal Bldg., Council
Bluffs, Iowa.

Notice is hereby given
that a public hearing will
be held at Room B-14
Federal Bldg., Council
Bluffs, Iowa at 2:00 p.m.,
January 2, 1981, at which
time an explanation of the
rules will be made and
opportunity will be given
for those affected to be
heard for or against the
proposed rules.

Commissioners Of West
Pottawattamie County
Soil Conservation District
Derald Blois, Chairman



Che Tamily Christmas Tree

I always . thought the
reason my mother “bought

such a Qd looking “Christ- -«

mas treg. was because she
just duﬁft want. to’ spend*
the mo for the big, full,

scotch pine trees that. most
people had. ]

When we were kids at
home sometimes we could
talk her in to a fancy tree,
but not often. When I went
away to college I would
come home for the Holidays
to find she aiways !lad that

little balsam fir with
the crooked trunk and
misplaced branches. But *

when we would all get
together and decorate that
tree it was almost as if a
miracle had happened, that
little tree looked so nice.

‘years: <

Almost like a totally differ-
ent tree. It even seemed to
~stand straighter; as if it
was proud to be our family
Christmas tree.

Now that I'm married
and have kids of my own
we take the “Grandkids”
home for Christmas to find

Grandma still has the same

ki of tree. She hasn’t
beughit the flocked or arti-
fica! irees like most people
even though we:know she

-could afford it if she really
wanted to, Now I have
finally realized why she has |

been bringing ¢ those sad

lookmg trees home all these .

e
You see, she always

waited until a few days
before Christmas to buy

that tree and I know you've
seen the kind of trees that

are left, with broken
branches- and ;. “erooked
trunks, trees nobody

wanted. They are left

laying there in the snow for
the Holiday shoppers to
walk over. Most people
ign' re them because they
have their own fancy trees
at h-me. But not Grandma,
she feels sorry for those
homeless orphaned trees

_that will be left on the
“street at Christmas Eve.

She takes this kind of
tree home because she
knows we will all adopt it,
decorate it with bells,
garland, and lights and call
it our own family tree.

by Bill and Rita Hammitt
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Conservation Field Day Combines

Rl . o
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Fish, Forestry, Folk Songs and Fun

Approximately 125 sixth graders from Tri-Center and
Underwood participated in a Conservation Field Day
held Friday at Arrowhead Park. The students
participated in sessions ranging from fisheries to

Sixth grade students
from Tri-Center and Under-
wood shared an exciting
day of fun and learning in a
conservation field day held
at Arrowhead Park last
Friday. Approximately 127
students participated.

The workshop was spon-
sored by the local Soil
Conservation District,
working with its Environ-
mental Education Commit-
tee. The committee includes
teachers from both schools,
Area XIII personnel, the
District Commissioner, and
the Conservation Commis-
sion Warden.

During the day’s pro-
gram, the students took
part in courses at eight

different  stations. The
courses included wildlife,
fisheries, a blind walk,

archery, web of life (ecolog-
ical cycles), plants and soils,
forestry, and a compass
course.

The group then joined in
singing with  traditional
country songwriter and
performer Bob Everhart of
Council: Bluffs. Everhart
has traveled all over the
United States and visited a
number of foreign countries
with his music, and is the
guiding hand behind the
Old-Time Country Music
Contest and Pioneer Expo-
sition held at Westfair each
fall.

The students then took a
short course in fire-building
and enjoyed supper.

In the evening, parents
were invited to join the
group to watch skits the
students performed, either
on an environmental theme
or something they had
learned, with awards pre-
sented to the winners.
Rachel Hall of Neola was

recognized as the winner of

the essay contest.
The day had begun on a

forestry, fire building to folk songs. Mostly, they had
fun as they learned about their environment.-Gazette-

Reporter & News photo

quiet note, as trees were
dedicated to the memory of
Jim Dermody, ‘who had
worked at the park: Cal
Cox, District Conservation-
ist; and Eldon Ravlin,
Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Soil Con-
servation District.

The memorial ceremony
was held in conjunction

with the field day because
Cox and Ravlin were large-
ly responsible for getting
the Environmental Commit-
tee started and for promot-
ing the igea of getting
environmental eaucation in-
to the schools. The trees
that were planted were an
American sycamore, a seed-
less ash, and an ornamental
pear.

Pork Producers Meet in Oakland

The Pottawattamie Coun-
ty Pork Producers met on
Monday, April 27, at the
Sweets 'N Eats in Oakland.
Trophies were presented to
carcass show winners who
attended the meeting. Nan-
cy Russell gave a report on
the Porkette State Meeting
held on April 9. A tentative

date was decided on for the

pork producer picnic to be
. held

in June. Ideas for
promoting pork on Mother’s
Day were also discussed.

Our next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, May 26,
at 7:30 p.m. at Club 64 in
Council Bluffs.
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State taking steps to  ..n¢
conserve lowa todeil |

By ANGIE BLUM
Drake University

~ Journalism Student

DES MOINES (IDPA)-
Raindrops strike the black
tilled earth in an Iowa field.
The rain’s force increases from
a sprinkle to a steady down-
pour, scattering soil particles
and making furrows in the
ground. :

Iowa’s precious topsoil is
rapidly disappearing. Each
year erosion takes an average
of one-twelfth of an inch. Over
the last 100 years Iowa topsoil
has decreased from an average
of 18 inches to today’s average
of 8 to 9 inches, said Ed
Beafdsley, program planner,
Iowa department of Soil
Conservation.

That’s about 10 tons or one
dump truck load per acre, per
year (statewide average) of
topsoil, Beardsley added.

Soil erosion has become
critical, critical enough that:
The Iowa Legislature
passed the Iowa Soil 2000 bill
aimed at reducing erosion in 20
years. :
— The Iowa Department of
Soil Conservation has allocated
$500,000 per year for demon-
stration projects. The depar-
tment will pay selected far-
mers $30-per-acre to contract
for five years to practice
conservation tillage. The $30 is
intended as an incentive and to
offset equipment costs.

Savings data
' e of this

Part of the purpos
project is to gather data that
would prove or disprove
savings in time and fuel, said
Bill Nicholas, natural resource
engineer, also with' the
department, “We're assuming
the studies will prove savings,”
said Nicholas.

Soil ‘erosion ¢oncerns far-
mers such as Ernest and Jerry
Behn of Boone. This father-and-
son team farms about 1,350
acres, rotating corn and
soybeans, using the till-plant
method.

This method minimizes
water and wind erosion by
leaving a high percentage of
crop residue for protective
cover. :

‘“‘Basically we ridge the fields
up with cultivation so the rows
are up in the air,” said Jerry
Behn. “Then we plant on top of
the ridge. Our planter goes
along and cuts off about an inch
of the top crust and throws the
trash (residue) in between the
rows in the valleys.”

___Conventional thought about

crop residue has been, “If a

prevent soil erosion unless the

farmer didn’t turn it under it method of tillage leaves at least

‘would keep the ground coldand 50 ~ percent or about 2,500

wet, this would delay planting pounds of stalks and residue on

and also result in an uneven top after planting,

stand,” said Jerry.

But in the Behns’ case, by
keeping the re;sidue off the
First of
lwo parts

ridges and in between the rows, Beardsley.

there has not been a problem

said
Nicholas.

The ‘‘after planting” is
critical because even if a
farmer has good residue cover
all the rest of the year, if he tills
all the trash under to plant, the
purpose is ‘defsat ,  said

Keeping the ground covered

with delayed planting or at all times would appear to be

uneven stand.
Also the residue retains
the

could mean difference

~

the key to soil conservation.
The problem is that many

‘moisture, Jerry said, which farmers just don’t like to see

trashy fields. “It’s just been a

between a good or poor yield tradition that you had to turn

during a dry year.

“So ‘it's all the advantages said, “It used to be the look ef

that trash down.” ey
a

without the disadvantages,” he good farmer when there was no

added.
This team makes six or seven

trashinthefield” *
“Now, although a lot of

trips over the field during one farmers are practicing‘vﬂﬁgg‘“

cycle which, Jerry said, is degrees

fewer than the conventional

farmer makes. Going from npot cau

corn fo soybeans the trips are:
1) Combine. 2) Chop stalks. 3)

of conservation
tillage,” he said, “it has just
t on as quickly as we
would like to see.” i
(Next: What is the “lowa

Apply fertilizer (phosphorus -Till”’?)

and potash). 4) Plant. 5) Spray.
6) and 7) Cultivate twice (the
first time through is to control
weeds and provide loose dirt.
The second trip is to make the
ridge for the next year).

Apply ammonia

Going from soybeans to corn,
the trips are the same except
one is required to apply
anhydrous ammonia, and the
stalk chopping step is
subtracted, said Jerry.

“My. father started this
system about' 14 years ago. He
had tried terracing certain
areas of the farm and had tried
chisel plowing. They were an
improvement but he still
wasn’t satisfied,” said Jerry.

When Ernest Behn first
started experimenting he
stripped sections of land using
conventional and - till-plant
methods. Then when he
combined, he would record the
yield results on each, Jerry
explained. “Generally the till-
plant was better,” Jerry said.

Because they have cut down
on the number of trips across
the field they have left more
residue on top and have also
been using about half as much
fuel as a traditional farmer,
said Jerry. .

“And if we only run half as
many trips over the field, we
only use half as much labor,”
he added.

Simply limiting the number
of trips over a field will not




the bones”” of a new soil co

program. under v Alty.S

are expected to s elp n.

. thhspecxalsonlermlon oblems.
But it is likely to be late 9 f Vfore

the depar ment is ready,

and regg ions in place

designating, areas that wil qualify
for fed istance under the new

rogram, acmrdmg to the USDA’s
Smlf: Servaqon Service. .

“I'don’t look for any money to start
flowing for assnstance this fiscal year
(which ends Sept. 30),” said the
SCS’s Lee Shields. L4

Included in the farm bill signed re-
cently by President

- “Special Areaﬁ Cons
gram,” under, which
cial assxstance will 3
areas with special, chromc erosion
‘problems. :

It was partiof l CO u»:-— /ation pack-
age, which also authofized matching
grants to ‘local governmerits and
loafs to farmers for conser\fauon
work. '

The new specnajka’)seas program.
long advocated by the SCS, does not
replace any existing programs.

It was established in the belief that
while there should be a base level of
federal soil conservation assistance,
available nationwide, current pro-
grams could not be targeted to help
areas needmg it most.

" Uncertain on Money

One wuncertainty is how ‘much
money: Congress will provide for the
new pmgl‘&mual&ough amnvinitial ap-
propriation of ¢ ~$50 million has

" beendiscussed:s o 157 18

ShleldSSa_ tl;eﬁnancna’l conserva-

assma% lo special areas prob-
ly will n' the, |

pfetd

sharm (S ¢
The £ wll] be'look
with'
. said. T 3.
Wmlg,.hq sald'

_been d qﬁjfﬁ;s

he cit wyeml examples of areas

that have been identified as having

such problems and might qualify.
There are parts of western lowa,

stsoan gpd lllmot; ‘that, have

e areas where
n al loss-of 20 tons of
soil or more an acre. from erosion,

S;@s said.
SCS calculateatha& erosion is
cost

g the United States an average
of between 5 tons and 6 tons of topsonl
anacreeach year.

Aroostock County in Maine, potato
country where some land is farmed
on '25-degree slopes, has lost about
two feet of topsoil, Shields said.

““The continuation of agriculture is
at stake up there,”” headded.

The Palouse country in Washing-
ton, Oregon and Idaho and the Black
Land Prairie in east-central Texas
are other areas where soil losses
from erosion have been excessive, ac-
cording to the SCS.




Getting « erosion down

J ournalism Student

DES MOINES (IDPA)- Year
after year erosion takes it toll
on Jowa’s precious topsoil.
Millions of tons of topsoil make
the trip down the Mississippi to
the Delta Flats at the river’ s
mouth in Louisiana.

Approximately nine million
acres of the 27 million total
acres of crop land in Iowa are

Last of v,
two parts

adequately protected against
erosion, said Vance,
director, Iowa Department of
Soil Conservation. :

The remaining 18 million
acres is eroding at two to three
times the replacement rate at
which soil rebuilds itself, added
Vance.

‘“Erosion will never stop, but
we can get it down to ac-
ceptable limits of one to five
tons per dcre, per year, instead
of the current (average) 9.9
ton;peracre,peryear, Vance

Sixty percent of the 18 million

acres could be adequately

protected  ‘“‘just by good

management” if farmers kept -

the surface covered with an

uate amount of crop
resx ue year round, Vance
explained. And, he added,
‘‘approximately ‘40 percent or
eight to nine million acres need
residue management plus

structural management such -

as terraces, grass waterways
and water control structures.

Low rate

But the rate at which farmers
are installing these struetures
and leaving adequate residue
coverage is happening at “only
one-fifth of what should be done
as an annual rate if we hope to
get the job done in 20 years,”
Vance said.

Conservation tillage, or

““Iowa Till,” can reduce erosion
in certain areas to acceptable
levels. Everyone has a dif-
ferent conception of what
conservation tilla e is. The
term “Iowa Till,” developed by
the Iowa Department of Soil
Conservation and Legxslature,

refers to tillage practlceu%‘
which leave 50 percent surface

residue cover over an entire
g

“The main purpose of ‘Tow,
Till’ is to create a change ﬁ
attitude,” said Vance. As an
example of traditional at-

titudes, Vance cited national
plowing contests where the
‘“‘winner”’ is determined by who
leaves the least amount of
residue on top.

If Towa is going to continue to
produce 10 percent of the
nation’s food supply, as stated

the+ U.S. Department of
%'multure s pubhcation,
dance Or Acarcity A
Matter Of Inches, there are
going to have to be drastic
changes in soil tillage attitudes.

Farmers such as Dean Dodd
and his father, Harold, a soil
conservation commissioner,
are initiating some major
changes 'in their farming
practices because of their
concern with soil erosion.

This team started utilizing
the till-plant method this year
on their farm in north-central
Iowa near Hampton. Till-plant
is a method that leaves a large
amount of residue coverage.

Heard of success

They originally became
interested after attending an
annual soil conservation

meeting where Ernest Behn, a_
. rural Boone farmer, described

the success he was having with
this‘'method.

‘‘We had been using
&l@um soil tillage- a
coe Soil Saver,” said
Dean. But after they listened to
Behn speak, they decided that
wasn’t enough.

A Glencoe Soil Saver
combines the components of a
disc, a field cultivator and a
(;hlsel harrow. The single row
of 18 inch disc blades spaced at
7 inch intervals, cuts the stalks
in front of the field cultivator
angz*s harrow, which in turn

e

eptable limits’

lowing to the Glencoe Soil
ver,”’ constantly working to
‘decrease the number of trips
‘over the field and to increase
thetrashon top.
- Moldboard plowing a
tradxtional method of tillage,
slices and turns the soil
yvering most of the trash, thus
%posing a great deal of topsoll
the elements of erosion.
Cln%el plowing tears the
und without turning it
ﬁa This method leaves
more residue on top than
moldboard plowing and helps
prevent soil erosion. :
“We figured we’d be willin
to sacrifice | to save soi

but we havon‘t had to sacrifice

app ahoht it (yield)
because it does give credibility
to the till-plant system. It melts
skepticism,” Dean explained.

ﬁ& the ground and cover -
of the trash (residue).

Dean said he and his father
conferred with Behn and this
year, for the first time, the;
tried the till eg lant” meth
Dean admitted they were
nervous. Jean Dodd, Dean’s
wife, laughed and recalled how
everyday Dean and Harold
would be %out checking their
corn and.soybeans to see how
they werddo

“Soi! conservation and

s% conservation were the
'ik went to this system.
have an erosion
problem ow,” said Dean.
“Ten s ago when we

plowed, we did have erosion
problems. Since then we've
terraced, contoured and put in
grass = waterways,”” he
explained, ‘“and we went from

moldboard plowing, to chisel




A Drake and a Goés

at Farm Bureau meet

Names are sort of funny things.
Everyone has one but no one pays much
attention to his own or others. In spite of
that names can create some coincidental
situations. But 1 am a little ahead of
myself.

Jack Drake is a young Pottawattamie
County farmer who lives in the Lewis
community. A nice fellow I have had the
pleasure of knowing for many years.

Jack is, I believe, a past president of the
East Pottawattamie Farm Bureau. He
was also an Iowa delegate to the recent
American Farm Bureau convention in
New Orleans.

Clint Goos is also a young Pot-
tawattamie County farmer who lives in
Keg Creek Township not far from
Mineola. I have known Clint and his
family even longer than I have known
Jack. By the way, my reference to these
men as young may be a matter of degree
that comes by comparing them with
myself.

IN ANY EVENT Clint is past president
of the West Pottawattamie Farm Bureau.
He attended the New Orleans convention
as a representative of that organization.

Up to this J)omt everything seems very
ordinary an
from the convention, Clint wrote -an ac-

count of his trip and the convention. It was

his closing observation that brought this
whole matter of names and coincidence
together for me.

He noted this was undoubtedly the first
time, may very well be the last and only
time when Pottawattamie, or any other
county, would send a Drake and a Goos to
the same national Farm Bureau con-
vention.

So what is in a name? A good chuckle if
you get the right two in the right place at
the right time,

SINCE 1 HAVE BEEN speaking of
names, I guess it is a short p to
phrases. I was somewhat surprised and
more than a little pleased to hear a new
phrase coming out of Washington, D.C.
the other day.

A member of the new administration
was being interviewed on the matter of
economic plans. In the course of the
conversation he mentioned programs.

These were programs that in the past
have been euphemistically referred to as
social welfare programs. Not so this time.
This time the man said wealth transfer
programs.

I would not undertake to forecast what
this change might mean. I do find it most
refreshing, however, to have a spade
called a spade.

For years now citizens have been
plodding along sending more and more of
their income to Washington under the
misnomer of taxes. Much of that money
has been nothing of the kind. Rather it has
simply been a case of government taking
our money, yours and mine, and giving it

No:;;;:reil
Sta riter
=

willy-nilly to someone else.

To be sure, there have been in-
numerable programs involved. And many
of the recipients were deserving and
needing of our dough. None of that
changed the fact it was our money, that it
bought us nothing as taxes are su to
do and that someone else was deciding
who was to get what and how much.

Perhaps some of this will have to con-
tinue. Perha egs what is taken from us will
still be called taxes. Hopefully, though, a
more realistic approach will be used in
parcelling out our dough in which case
perhaps a good deal less of it will be taken
from us in the first place.

in order. After he returned




Soil conservationist named

LOGAN — Lyle Peterson of
Logan has been named to a new
resource conservationist
position at the Council Bluffs
office of the USDA Soil Con-
servation Service. @

Peterson will be promoting
conservation tillage, pasture
management, windbreaks and
conservation planning through
his work with farmers and

conservationists in 12 area Soil ©

Conservation Districts.
These' districts include
Harrison, East Pottawattamie,

West Pottawattamie, Shelby,
Monona, - Crawford, Carroll,
Greene, Audubon, Guthrie,
Cass and Adair.

new position is a result of
a $546,000 allocation to the
western lowa target area, and
is part of an SCS effort to in-
crease soil conservation in the
area’s Loess Hills. The

5.9-%1

' Lyle
Peterson

productive but steep land has
some of the worst erosion in the
nation, according to con-
servationists.

Peterson, who has been at
Logan since 1966, will continue
to serve as acting district’

conservationist ~ until a
replacement is found. He has
been with the SCS since 1958.

He and his wife, Jerri, planto’
move to Council Bluffs soon.




Conservation

I Questions
o AnSWOI'Od

~N

Question:  Can  you
explain what government
agencies are involved in
Soil Conservation and what
each one’s job is; I am
always confused by the
difference between = SCS,
ASCS, Districts, and the
DSC.

Answer: The task of Soil
Conservation in Iowa is so
large that many levels of
government are involved in
protecting this valuable
resource. It all starts at the
local level with the Soil
Conservation District.
Governed by a board of five
commissioners, the district
encompassed a county-wide
area with the exception of
Pottawattamie . which has
two districts. It is where
your decisions are made
and priorities are set for
your  soil ¢ conservation
program.

In order to carry ou§ its
program the district
receives. - help from the
State and Federal Govern-
ment. The Iowa Depart-
ment of Soil Conservation
(DSC) appropriates money
for commissioners
expenses, supplies, and
most importantly it admin-
isters a cost-sharing pro-
. gram for conservation prac-
tices. It also provides each
district with a clerk-
secretary and a soil conser-
vation aid. The money for
cost-shanng is appropriated

district to be used
und the 8uth(mty J,*the
distri mxssxonors 4

Thc::?!L Conservation
Serviee (SCS), a federal
agency in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agrieulture, pro-
vides technical assistance to
the district through person-
nel, equipment ' N‘d office
facilities. SCS  provides
each district with a Soil
Conservationist - (District
Conservationist) who
manages the office and sees
that the program is proper-
ly carried out.

Another federal agency

involved in Soil Conserv-
ation is the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conserv-
ation , Service ' (ASCS).
ASCS offers a number of
programs such as commod-
ity loans, target price
supports, ete., but the
agriculture  conservation
program (ACP) s the
segment that offers cost-
sharing to farmers for the —
installation of conservation
practices. It is similar to
the state  cost-sharing
program. SCS is involved in
design and installation of
the practices for this
program.
- If the  organization
sounds complex to you,
youre right. No matter
how complex though, it is
an effective network of
people working together
toward a common goal of
putting conservation on the
land where it benefits us
all.

Note: If you would like a
question answered in the
column and receive a free
conservation bumper
sticker, please send it to
West Pottawattamie Soil
Conservation District,
Room 221 Federal Building,

Council Bluffs, IA 51501.
¢
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Saving Iowa farms

WV v 28 ‘\'f.

Farm Bureau topic

Bill Hammit of the Seil
Conservation Service in
Council Bluffs warned mem-
bers of West Pottawattamie
County Farm Bureau Women'’s
Committee "to conserve the
land. 38

He cited examples of the soil
erosion during the past winter
caused by lack of snow cover.

Hammit also explained -

methods of pasture erosion -

control and the merits of
minimum or no-till farming. -

“We must voluntarily con-
serve our land now,” he said,
“or we may be forced by
legislation to do it in the near *
future. Topsoil is a precious
commodity.”

Hammit told of future con-
servation plans in the state.

Pat Wulff of Minden was
program chairwoman for the
meeting at the Farm Bureau
meeting room.

Members attendi:lin an-
swered roll call by telling of
their favorite hobbies.

Pat Hiller of McClelland was
hostess.

A report on the March 24
district workshop at Red Oak
was given by Barb Sun-

dermann and Joan Larsen of

Underwood. -

Plans for the annual
Homemak: were
discussed. n&, Jnt May
11 at Lakesh

%Afeagre%m;lﬁe v.Oakley of
ra ¥ enwoah

. Mrs. Oakley will give
a history: *her experiences in
her radio career.

The, Outstandlng
Homemaker for 1981 will be
revealed at the luncheon.

Tickets may be obtained
from any committee member
_of through the Farm Bureau
éf Reservations should be

by May7.
Ahtkmation of $25 was voted to.

Mr. and Mrs.
Schnoor of Silver City will host
Mansoor Alawalla from
Pakistan, a student at the
Umversnty of Nebraska at
Lincoln, g International
Studen,t Weekend
weekend, April 24-26, is
sponsoredb FarmBureau
to promote better un-
derstanding among urban and
foreign students through days
spent on a typical Iowa farm.

Bernard
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Soil conservation
commissioners

Eyeing the territory they will be governing
are new members and officers of the West
Pottawattamie Soil Conservation District, They
are: Chairman Floyd Fischer, Council ‘Bluffs
(left); vice-chairman Derald Blois, Honey
Creek; commissoner David Storjohaann,
Minden; and assistant commissioner Mick
Ryan, Underweod. Not pictured are Clint Goos
and C. W. McManamy of Council Bluffs,
holdover commissioners from last year.

—Nonpareil photo.
i/



Conservation Field Day Combines
Flsh Forestry, Folk Songs md Fun

Approximately 125 sixth graders from Tri-Center and
Underwood participated in a Conservation Field Day
held Friday at Arrowhead Park. The students
participated in sessions ranging from fisheries to

S~

Sixth grade students
from Tri-Center and Under-
wood shared an exciting
day of fun and learning in a
conservation field day held
at Arrowhead Park last
Friday. Approximately 127
students participated.

‘'The workshop was. spon-
sored by the local Soil
Conservation District,
working with its Environ-
mental Education Commit-
tee. The committee includes
teachers from both schools,
Area XIII personnel, the
District Commissioner, and
the Conservation Commis-
sion Warden.

During the day's pro-
gram, tne students took
part in courses at eight

different  stations. The
courses included wildlife,
fisheries, a blind walk,

archery, web of life (ecolog-

ical cycles), plants and soils,
forestry, and a compass
course. y

The group then joined in
singing with traditional
country songwriter and
performer Bob Everhart of
Council Bluffs. Everhart
has traveled all over the
United States and visited a

" number of foreign countries

with his music, and is the
guiding hand behind the
Old-Time Country Music

Contest and Pioneer Expo-

sition held at Westfair each
fall.

The students then took a
short course in fire-building
and enjoyed supper.

In the evening, parents
were invited to join the
group to watch skits the
students performed, either
on an environmental theme
or something they had
learned, with awards pre-
sented to the winners.
Rachel Hall of Neola was

recognized as the winner of .

the essay contest.
The day had begun on a

forestry, fire building to folk songs. Mostly, they hac
fun as they learned about their environment.-Gazette

Reporter & News photo

dedicated to the memory of
Jim Dermody, who < had
worked at the park:  Cal

* Cox, District Conservation-

ist; and Eldon Ravlin,
Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Soil Con-
servation District.

The memorial ceremony
was held

quiet note, as trees were | with the field day becaus

in conjunction

Cox and Ravlin were large
ly responsible for getting
the Environmental Commit-
tee started and for promot- |
ing the i(\iea of getting
environmental eaucation in-
to the schools. The trees
that were planted were an
American sycamore, a seed-
less ash, and an ornamental

pear.



"\SOI] Conservmg

9’3 Suggestions

Question: Who are the
commxssnoners of the West
Pottawqt!,amle Soil Conser-
vation District and what do
they do? _

Answer: Soil Conserva-
tion District Commissioners

. are the governing body of

the soil conservation dis-
trict. Each district is gov-
erned by five commission-
ers who are elected at
geneml elections to serve
stazgered six-year terms.
Any_ehglblg elector _may
seek the office of commis-
sioner, and all qualified
electqrs may vote for a
commissioner. ,
The commissioners in_our
district are IFloyd Fischer
(Lewis Twp.), Derald Blois
(Boomer  Twp.), C.W.
McManamy (Garner Twp.),
Clinton Goos.(Keg Creek
Twp.), and David Stor-

" johann (York Twp.). They

are responsible for coordin-
ating the efforts of all
agencies dealing in natural
resource conservatioz..
They develop goals and
programs for protecting the
districts, resources, . set

(policy on work priority,

manage funds and . equip-
ment  belonging to the

- district, and handle the

state funded cost share

program for conservation

practices. Their reward for

serving as a commissioner

is the satisfacticn of making
a valuable contribution to
the future welfare of the

district.

Note: If you would like a
question answered in this
column and receive a free
conservation bumper
sticker, please send it to
West Pottawattamie Soil
Conservation District,
Room 221 Federal Building,
Councll Bluffs, Iowa 51501.
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.. of conservation being stressed - be seen in the background. The greatest problem seen in the soil

in Southwest Iowa to curb soil erosion. The lip of one terrace can battleis a lack of money — Nonpareil photo.

Not enough to save soil

Soil war lacks ammo

By JIM WILLIAMS
Nonpareil Staff Writer

A shortage of financial
ammunition may be ham-
pering Southwest Iowa’s war to
save its soil.

‘““We’re not really keeping up
with the amount of erosion that
we’ve got,” said Bill Hammitt,
West Pottawattamie district
conservationist for the Soil
Conservation Service.

Defeatist talk, considering
that it came during ok
last week of Soil Conservaton
Week? 2

NOT REALLY. Hammitt
said that while the land

replenish itself of topsi 5
of up to abouﬁgﬁ_"ty
strict’s.

observance -

Hammitt said. ‘‘There’s
someting like $6 or $7 worth of
nitrogen lost for every 10 tons
of erosion — so we’re probably
losing $15 to $20 an acre in
nutrients.”’

Conservationists fight soil
loss with a two-pronged attack
— terracing and conservation
tillage. In terracing, farmers
build ledges of earth that keep
water from washing soil down
the hill. ;

In conservation tillage,
residue from last year’s crop is
left on the land to hold the soil
in place against wind and
water. Special planters are
used to cut through the residue
to plant seeds. The crop then
simply grows up through the

s  stubble.

year, his

average more f{ five times , Terracing has gotten most of

thatamount. - -the attention and money . in
And he said strong economic ' Southwest Iowa’s. soil con-

incentives will be needed to
counter the financial pressures
that drive farmers to erosive
practices.

“‘We kind of seem to think it’s
getting worse,” he said. “With
the economics of the farming
situation, everybody has to-
farm every inch of land they’ve
got to make it break even.
There’s lots of cash rent (for
land) now and the guy that
ren,ts it has to farm every in-

_The need to produce as much
as possible has driven farmers
to plant land that would for-
merly be used for pasture or
woods, he said. Such land is
often more steeply sloped than
prime cropland, making
ert_)gion more of a problem, he
said. .

IN A VICIOUS cycle, erosion
itself worsens® the farmer’s
financial picture.

“Our soil losses probably
average 25 to 30 tons an acre
over the whole county,”

-terr:

servation program, Hammitt
said. :

In the West Pottawattamie
district, about 2,500 miles of
terraces have been built under

. a cost-share program in which

farmers split the cost of
acing ‘with the state and
federal governments, he said.

BUT HAMMITT said the
terracing job is less than half
finished. About 3,300 miles
remain to be built, he said — a
task that would cost the
government and farmers $0.5
million each, at today’s prices.

‘“We get about the same
amount of cost-share dollars

every year and that hasn’t been

buying as many feet of terraces
because of the inflation factor.

‘‘In the past years, we’d been
running about 400,000 feet of
terraces a year. Inthe past five
years, this has dropped to
about 300,000.

“In the meantime, the
demand for terraces has been
going up — farmers have been

.years, he said.

- finances an

realizing they’ve got an erosion
problem, and come in to sign
applications.

‘“We’'ve got stacks of ap-
plications on file, but not
enough money to fund them,”
Hammitt said.

The Soil Conservation Ser-
vice gets about $80,000 a year
from the state’s Financial
Incentives Program, and last
year got $40,000 from the U. S.
Department, of Agriculture.
But with federal budget cuts,
this year’s USDA amount could

be lower, and the state amount

might be threatened in future-

CONSERVATION TILLAGE
also could use increased
financial support, Hammitt
said. :

‘‘Primarily, in this part of the
state, the way our ground lies,
we need to talk more about no-
till than anything,” he said.
With these steeper slopes, even
with terraces, you need no-till

to get the soil loss down.””’
No-till is especially im-
portant for farmers who rotate

problem. :

Beginning this year, another
program allows . local soil
conservation districts to use up
to 10 percent of their terrace
money to give farmers further
incentive to try conservation
tillage, he said.

But West Pottawattamie has
not taken the 10-percent option
because officials believe the
terrace %rogram needs all the
money the district can spare.
He said officials hope the
federal golvemment ill. make
a special appropriation to
erosion-contro tal?;lef " areas,
including West Pottawattamie,
to help . finance no-ill in-
centi\ies. : B

A plan pr last year by
Sen. Roger Jepsen would give
farmers  more financial

* backing, by tying cost sharing

their crop from corn to-

soybeans, because soybeans
are hi erosive, he said. At
least half the farmers in the
West Pottawattamie district
need some kind of con-
servation tillage on their land,
he said.
Hammitt said the state
“Iowa Till”’
program to get farmers to try
conservation tillage. Under the
program, farmers who agree to

leave a 50-percent ground

cover on a field for five years
can get a one-shot payment of
$30 an acre, he said.

**THIS $30-AN-ACRE
payment seemed to work real
well in other parts of the state,”
he said, especially in northern
Iowa where wind erosion is a

money tq;,gmservaﬁog plans,

Hammitt said. Un epsen’s
proposal, any fa who filed
a conservation with the
SCS would be guaranteed a
certain amount of money to
carry it out.

~ “THIS WOULD really be the

‘best way to go about it if we

could get the money,” Ham-
mitt_said. ‘‘But you're talking
about an awful lot of dollars in
this part of the state.”’ :

The Jepsen proposal did not
get far, but Hammitt expects to.
see the pro 1 made again,
as well as others. Money will be
the key to further erosion
control efforts, he said.

*‘I think there’s going to have
to be some additional funding . .
. maybe some tax incentives
for the farmers,”’ he said. “It
may come down to a tax on food
or a tax on exports that would
go back to pay for con-
servation.

‘“We’'re feeding all these
other countries at our own
expense, as far as the soil loss
gm.)l




Conservation Awards Presente

At the annual awards program held last week in Neola, the following awards
were presented: [front row, from the left] Clinton Erickson and Paul O’Neill
[absent] received the Landowner-Tenant Conservation Award; Harvey Moss was
given the Eldon Ravlin Award as outstanding conservation farmer; Charles
Angeroth, Jr. was the recipient of both the Owner-Operator and overall
conservation awards; [back row] Sherwood Bentley received the Izaak Walton
League Windbreak Award; and Frank Busch was honored as the New
Cooperator.—Gazette-Reporter & News photo
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Soil conserving suggestions
Question:

T recently had some
rerraces buili. Do I siill
have 1o pay the coniracior
before I can collect my

‘cosi-share money?
el ;

Answer: - |4-8D

No. Siave cost-share rules
have been changed. You nc
longer have 1o have your
bill marked “paid in full” by
your comractor. The state
decided 1hat was between
the cusiomer and contrac-
or and noi state business.



Question:

What is Soil Stewardship
Week?

Answer:

For centuries, men and
women have offered hum-
ble thanks to God for the
priceless gifts of soil, wa-
ter, air, and sunshine which
make all living things
possible. Over the years,
people have expressed this
gratitude in many ways.

Soil Stewardship Week is
a special time to remind all

people that God's gifts of

‘tion

7forr Tenacity”.

soil and its associated
resources deserve their
best in creative conserva-
and  management.
Since 1955, it has been
sponsored by the National
Association of Conservation
Districts. It always begins
with the fifth Sunday after
Easter, and is obserded this
year on May 16-23. Let us
all show that we care for
the vital elements of our
environment and remember
this year’s theme, “A Time
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Question:

What can I do with a few
acres of woodland on my
farm?

Answer:

Woodlands can be im-
proved and made profitable
as a source of firewood or
timber. The first step is to
exclude. grazing. Grazing
destrovs new saplings. Un-

desirable trees should be
taken out to provide space
for desirable trees such as
white oak, black walnut,
ash, hard maple, and “wild
black cherry. These trees
can be quite valuable when
harvested for timber.

Using your woodlot for
firewood may be worth

Vi OUl ULLUI GO a1

Soil Conserving Suggestions

consigering if you have the
time to harvest it. A well
managed Iowa woodlot
should produce one cord of
wood per acre per year. If
your home requires 100
million BTU’s to heat it a
year, a five acre oak-hick-
ory woodlot « would be
enough to heat it on a
sustained basis.
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Question: 3

What is the best way to
control a gully?
Answer:

Treatment of gullies gen-
. erally falls into two classes:
control by shaping and
seeding; or structural con-
trol plus vegetation. If
slopes can’t be controlled
by seeding due to an
overfall or steep portion of
the channel, a permanent
structure may be required.

The type of structure
needed depends on the size
of the gully, the size of the
watershed or drainage
area, and other site condi-
tions. Three principal types

of structures are known as

: ¥
drop spillways, drop inlet
spiliways, and chute spill-
ways. There are various
combinations of inlets, con-
duits and outlets that may
be used.

Of course, the best way
to control gullies is to
prevent their formation.
Such prevention saves time
and money because the
larger the gully, the more
expensive and difficult it
will be to control. Reducing
runoff (vegetative cover,
terraces) or handling runoff
at nonerosive velocities (di-
versions, waterways) can
reduce erosion and thus
prevent gullies.

5 NS S



Soil Conserving Suggestion
Question: ~ /{-35-8§

How do I get trees from
the Iowa State Narsery and
is there a . to where 1
can plant them?

Answer:

The first step is to obtam
an application form at the
Iowa State Nursery, the
Towa Conservation Commis-

_ sion, the District Forester,
or the Wildlife Management
Biologist. The Soil Conser-
vation Service and ASCS
also’ have applications
available. Applications
should be sent in as soon as

. possible since the orders

are filled on a first-come

- first-serve basis.

Trees from the state

. nursery are to be used for

establishing or improving
forest areas,. erosion con-
trol, or wildlife and water
conservation. Protection
from. fire and livestock
damage is reqmred The
trees cannot be resold or
planted for windbreak,
shade, or ornamental uses.




The West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District
has selected several area

| farmers for recogmtlon of

‘their efforts in soil conser-
vation. The 1982 Iowa Soil
Conservation Awards Pro-
gram is sponsored to en-
courage better land use
programs and environmen-
tal control on farms in
Iowa. There are three
divisions to this program: I
- for family-operated or
owner-operated farms; II -
for landlords and tenants;
and III - for farmers who
have become new soil
conservation district - coop-
erator during the year 1981
or later. This year’s recip-
ients at the district level
are Herbert, John, ‘and
William Witt for Division I,
St. Patrick’s Church (Neola)

and Clarence Ring for
Division II, and Joseph
Grote for Division III. Mr.
Grote was also selected for
entry in regional compen

tion.

The Eldon Ravlin Award
is a locally sponsored award
for an Outstanding Conser-
vation Farmer. It is given
by the West Pottawattamie
SCD in memorial to a
former District Commis-
sioner; who was dedicated
to conserving our natural
resources. This year's recip-
ient is Robert S. Jensen.

All of these conservation
winners will be honored at
the annual awards program
to be held this winter to
which the public is also
invited. The time and place
will be announced later.




Students Earn Conservation Essay Awards

¥

f1-5¢ 83 . T 5

Underwood studenls honored earlier thls week for thok entries: in the Junior Tri-Center’s five top entrants from approximately sixty participants in the Junior
Division of the Soil Conservation Essay Contest included [seated from the left] Division of the Soil Conservation Essay Contest were [from the left] John Ferris,
Jason Lloyd, Carrie Walker, [standing] Dan Casson, Trent Holmburg and Julie Tyler Zimmerman, Jayleen Jensen, Tara Schroder and Scoii Huebner. The
Knott. Tracy Peterson [not pictured] was the only senior entry in the country Contest is sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary of the lowa Association of Soil
and will advance to further competition. —Gazette photo Conservatioﬂ District Commissionm and Grinnou Mutual Reinsurance—Gazette
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Missouri Farmer to Head SCS
Opposition to Ouisider

Despite

.. Washington (AP) — Agriculture
Secretary John Block, breaking with
nearly half a century of professional
tradition, Wed'ep nesday amgqunged the
appointment of a MlSSqu‘l farmer as
chief of the Soil. Conservanon Serv-
Jice.

Peter C. Myers, 51, will take over
the $58,500-a-year ]ob April 5, suc-
ceeding Norman A. Berg, 64, who has
been chief sifice 1979.

Berg, a 39-year career employee of
the agency, will stay on at the same
salary as a senior adviser to Block on
soil and water conservation.

Block introduced Myers, who oper-
ates a 1,100-acre farm near Mat-
thews, Mo., in the southeast part of
the state, at a press conference.

Block said the appointment fulfills

sident’ Reagan’s campaign prom-
fise to “‘place farmers and those who
,,;.mderstand farming in policy posi-
tions” in .the Agnculture Depart-
ment.

When Block’s in in p,t;ens surfaced
last week, a.waye of epposition came
from some axmwd conservation or-
ganizations and members of Con-
gress- .becayse - Myers was an
outsider. :

According to the SCS, Myers will
be the seventh person to head the
agency since it began in.1935. All of
his predecessors were eareer federal
employees.

Myers is a native of Racine, Wis.,
and graduated from the Umversny of
Wisconsin in 1953 with ~a science
degreein agnculture 5

P
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No-Till Meetings Are Planned - .

- Interested in trying some

no-till in 1982?

“The staff of the West
Poulawatiamie Soil Conser-
vation District has set up a
schedule of afiernoon meet-
ings around the county
devoted entirely 1o no-till”,
according to Bill Hammitt,
Disirict Conservationist.
“These meetings are de-
signed 10 be short and
to-the-point for people who
are serious about . their
no-uill sysiem and want to
drop in and pick up a few
poiners.”

The following is the
agenda of the ropics 10 be
presented:

1:00 p.m. -“Conservaiion
Farming in Western Iowa”;

ol e S T i

1:30 p.m. - “Tips on No-Till
from Iowa Farmers”; 2:00
p.m. - “Spraying Sysiems
for No-Till”: 1'2:30 p.m. -
“No-Tiii Farmers in West
P n”

. Mee:ing Schedule: Tues-
day, February 9 - St. John’s
Lutheran Church County
Rd. L-36, Boomer Town-
ship.

Thursday, February 18 -
Neola City Hall, Neola.

Tuesday, February 23 -
American Legion Base-
ment, Treynor.

Thursday, March 4 - To

be announced laier, Lewis

Township.
Coffee and donuis will be
served.



Don't Panic! Go Ahead

at

“If you haven't planted
your no-till fields and they
are getting green; don’t
panic and hook on to the
disk when it drys up,” says
Bill Hammitt, Distriet Con-
servationist. :

You will need to sdve all
the time you can when
you get back into the
fields and the best way to
do that is to continue with
your no-till plans and go
ahead and plant. There are
plenty of herbicide alterna-
tives you can choose from
in getting rid of the
existing weed population

without disking. This in-
using liquid N,
paraquat or roundup for. a

cludes

burn down. Liquid N and

paraquat will burn down °

grasses and broadleafs that
aren’t too tall. Roundup 'is
expensive but will kill
almost anything it contacts
by translocation to the root

With No Till LPIans

system. ‘If you wuse a
burndown ' that fails to
completely kill tall broad-
leaf weeds, you can always
use 2,4-D to finish the job.
If broadleafs are the only

: ppoblem in the field 2,4-D is

an inexpensive and faster
substitute for the disk.

If you look at no-till fields
planted before’ this wet
weather, you can really see
the benefits of no-tillage.
There has been no erosion
and virtually no water
runoff. This will result in
moisture conserved for July
and August when we really
need it. At this point the
no-till fields have the best

‘. stand and best weed con-

trol of any fields planted.
" If you don’ lmow what

in a field you' an to no-till,
contact the County Exten-
sion  office or the Soail
Conservation Service office
for assistance.
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More than 60 farmers
from West Pottawattamie
and as far away as Red Oak
toured no-till fields on the
Stanley Danker, Charles
Angeroth, and John Fischer
farms the past ‘2 weeks,
according to Bill Hammitt,
District Conservationist.

Three evening tours
were held to look at crops
of corn and soybeans plant-
ed with no prior tillage.
Nearly 20 inches of rain
had fallen on John Fischer’s
terraced fields since plant-

Farmers Turn Out For No-Till Tours

signs of rills or loss of
stand from erosion were
appareit.

* “If youre not a no-till
farmer, these tours would
have made a believer cut of
anyone,” said  Hammitt.
“The no-till advantage will

"sell themselves once you

look at one of these fields
or talk to someone who has
tried it. Last year, we had
500 acres of no-till in West
Pottawattamie and  this
year we are estimating
5000-6000 acres.”

ling May 1st, but no visible
L o
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Conservation Poster Contest Winners Named

Senior divison winnes at Tri-Center were [front row,
from the left] Ember Bargenquast, 4th grade; John
Ratigan, 4th grade; [back row] Candy Barrier, 5th
grade; Anjanette Holstein, 5th grade; and [not

shown] Brian Lund, 4th grade.—David H. Pederson
photo .

THE NEOLA GAZETTE-REPORTER & MINDEN-SHELBY NEWS

The West Pottawattamie

. Soil Conservation District

and its Environmental Edu-
cation Council sponsored a
conservation poster contest
this spring. The theme of
the posters was “Preser-
ving Iowa’s Wildlife”.
Tri-Center and Under-
wood Elementary Schools
participated in this year’s
contest. There was a junior
division which consisted of

' grades 1-3 and a senior

division = which included
grades 4-5. There were 5
winners in each division

.\ from each school. The

winners, listed below, were
each given a certificate.
Tri-Center School
Junior Division: Amy
Handbury, 2nd grade; Lia
Carper, 3rd grade; Sandy
Dargin, 1st grade; Danny
Elliott, 3rd grade; Christine
Downing, 1st grade.
Senior Division: Ember
Bargenquast, 4th grade;
Candy Barrier, 5th grade;
John Ratigan, 4th grade;
Anjanette Holstein, 5th
grade; Brian Lund, 4th
grade.
Underwood School

Junior Division: Eddy
Jackson, 2nd grade; Laura
Logan, 1st grade; Debbie

Zook, 3rd grade;  Diane
Gach, 2nd grade; Rue
Hough, 2nd grade.

Senior Division: Andy
Rasmussen, 5th grade; Tim
Hiller, 5th grade; Kelly

Bach, b5th grade; Matt

Bracker, 5th grade; Amy
Ross, 4th grade.

Since this year's posters
were about wildlife, they
coincided with National
Wildlife Week, March 14-20
1982. The national theme
was “We Care About Ea-

gles” which commemorates
the 200th anniversary of
the bald eagle as our
national symbol.

We would like to congrat-
ulate the winners and
thank everyone who partici-
pated in this year’s poster
contest. We hope these
posters have helped you to
become more aware of
Towa’s wildlife.

By Paul Miller
County Resource Planner

Annvel 1egpei7™

Thursday, March 25, 1982

Underwood elementary winners in the Soil Conserva-
tion poster contest included junior division winners
[front row, from the left] Diane Gach, 2nd grade;
Debbie Zook, 3rd grade; Rue Hough, 2nd grade;
Eddy Jackson, 2nd grade; and Laura Logan [not
shown], 1st grade. Senior division winners were
[back row, from the left] Amy Ross, 4th grade; Andy
Rasmussen, 5th grade; Kelly Bach, 5th grade; Matt

Bracker, 5th grade; and Tim Hiller, 5th grade.—Gor-
don Mosher photo
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Soil Conserving
“Suggestions
Question: %38
How should I manage my
farm pond for fish produc--

tion?
Answer:

It is important to make
sure there is enough dis-
solved oxygen in the water.
Most fish need about 5
parts per million (ppm) to
survive. Some fish like
trout, minnows and bull-

g}leads. need 7-11 ppm while
;earp only need 1-2 ppm.

Plants in the water give

off oxygen when 'they

produce sugar :during pho-
to;ygtl)gs’is.’()‘xygen is also’
" to water by wave
action or man-made agita-
tion. :
‘Oxygen is removed from
the water during respira-
tion bv plants and fish.

‘Also, bacteria use oxygen

to break down organic,
material and waste. :

Dissolved oxygen concen-
trations increase during the
day and decrease at night.’
It reaches the lowest point
at dawn and peaks at
mid-afternoon. Oxygen lev-
els are lower in warm
water than cold water.
Most problems with low
oxygen occur when the
water temperature exceeds
75 degrees F. .

Late summer and early
fall is the most critical time
for oxygen concentrations
because the water is warm,
feeding rates are high, and
plants and fish are abund-
ant. :

Tests can be done on
your pond to make sure
there is enough oxygen and
no toxic materials.

Soil Conserving Suggestions:

Qq-33-%3
Question:

~ What is an orifice in a
¥ outlet terrace or a level |

terrace with a pipe?
- Answer:

elbow. The size of the hole
will depend on the acres
that drain into the terrace.
This way the water flow is
restricted, reducing the size

Conservation Winners Named
4-2-3

The West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District
has selected several area
 farmers for recognition of
| their efforts in soil conser-
| vation. The 1982 Iowa Soil
' Conservation Awards Pro-
gram is sponsored to en-
courage better land use
programs and environmen-
tal control on farms in
Iowa. There are three
divisions to this program: I
- for family-operated or
owner-operated farms; II -
for landlords and tenants;
and III - for farmers who
have become new soil
conservation district coop-
erator during the year 1981
or later. This year's recip-
ients at the district level
are Herbert, John, ‘and
William Witt for Division I,
St. Patrick’s Church (Neola)

and Clarence Ring for
Division II, and Joseph
Grote for Division III. Mr.
Grote was also selected for
entry in regional competi-
tion. LN

The Eldon Ravlin Award
is a locally sponsored award
for an Outstanding Conser-
vation Farmer. It is given
by the West Pottawattamie
SCD in memorial to a
former District Commis-
sionery who was dedicated
to conserving our natural
resources. This year's recip-
ient is Robert S. Jensen.

All of these conservation
winners will be honored at
the annual awards program
to be held this winter to
which the public is also
invited. The time and place
will be announced later.

Soil Conserving Suggestions:

o

The orifice is a round
steel plaie ‘with a hole in
the middle of it inside the

pipe about 2 foot above the

of the rill below the outlet
or prevents pressure from
building up on the tile line
below the terrace.

Soil Conserving Suggestions:

Question H-9-%2.

What advantages are
there of having grassed
headlands in my field?
Answer:

Since most end-rows are
planted up and down the
hill, the major advantage of
headlands is erosion con-
trol. Many tons of soil are
lost each year by water

running freely ‘down the
end-rows. Permanent vege-
tation along the field's edge
slows the water 'velocit.y
and helps hold. the soil in
place.

It is also easier to turn
macinery on smooth head-
lands than bouncing around
oncornrows.

No-Till Club To Meet At Underwood

I- 20 -3 /

The Underwood Vo-AG
department and the West
Pottawattamie Soil Conser-
vation District are sponsor-
ing a no-till club for any
farmers who tried no-till in
1982. ,

All meetings will be held
at the Underwood High
School. The first organiza-
tional meeting will be
Thursday, January 20th at
7:00 p.m. Additional meet-
ings are planned for Febru-

ary 3rd and 17th, and
March 3rd.

Topics of discussion will
be any problems or ques-
tions no-till farmers have
experienced. No-till profes-
sionals - from around the

* state will be invited to 5:;

speak at upcoming meet-
ings. The only requirement
for attendance is some
no-till experience and a
desire for more informa-
tion.

R

Question: ((-1% 32—

What incentives are Question:
there for landowners to I can’t afford to terrace
maintain  or establish all of my land at this time.
timbered areas? What else can I do to help
Answer: control erosion until I can

Trees can_ provide a
number of benefits. They
can protect land from soil
erosion, reduce air and
water pollution, provide
shelter to livestock, reduce
energy needs for a farm-
stead, act as a screen
against unsightly views,
and provide wiidlife habi-
tat. If properly managed,
they can provide income
from the sale of lumber or
firewood. . :

Some recent legislative
changes provide additional
incentives. Beginning in
1983, Iowa's Forest Re-
serve Law allows the coun-
ty assessor to list _qualify-
ing land with an assessed
value of zero, and thus a
tax bill of zero. Federal tax
incentives allow 10 percent
investment credit and
amortization over a 7-year
period for reforestation cost
on the first $10,000 of
expenditures.

If you would like a
question answered in this
column and receive a free
conservation bumper stick-
er, send it to West Potta-
wattamie SCD, Room 221
Federal Bldg., Council
Bluffs, Iowa.

afford to terrace?
Answer:

There are several prac-
tices other than terraces
that will help control ero-
sion, but on most of our
sloping cropland, terraces
are required to do the job
completely. Some of the
things you can do now that
won't cost you money
_include contouring for ex-
ample. If you are currently
farming up and down the
hill, a switch to contouring
will cut your soil losses in
half. If you are currently
contouring, a reduction in
tillage operations will help

‘a lot. Try to maintain a

high level of crop residue at
planting through less disk-
ing, substituting a field
cultivator for the disk, or
no-tilling. Another more
extreme step in controlling
your erosion is to add some
small grain or hay to your
rotation on the steeper
land. Another alternative
next year would be to put
your most erosive field in
the reduced acres program
and seed it down tempo-
rarily.



Soil Conserving Suggestions:

q-33 -8
Question:
What is an orifice in a

" tile outlet terrace or a level |

terrace with a pipe?
- Answer:

The orifice is a round
steel plaie ‘with a hole in
the middle of it inside the

pipe about a foot above the

elbow. The size of the hole
will depend on the acres
that drain into the terrace.
This way the water flow is
restricied, reducing the size
of the rill below the outlet
or prevents pressure from
building up on the tile line
below the terrace.



Soil Conserving Suggestlons

Question b - -%3

What advantages are
there of having grassed
headlands in my field?
Answer:

Since most end-rows are
planted up and down the
hill, the major advantage of
headlands is erosion con-
trol. Many tons of soil are
lost each year by water
i

running freely ‘down the
end-rows. Permanent vege-
tation along the field’s edge

- slows the water 'veloclty

and helps hold the soil in
place.

It is also easier to turn
macinery on smooth head-
lands than bouncing around
On €OrN rOWS.
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Questlon““\ ] l‘l—?l

Under what conditions do
I need to get a permit from
the Iowa Natural Resources
Council for changing a
stream channel or con-
structing a dam?

Answer:

A permit for altering a
stream channel is necessary
if any of the followmg
occurs:

1. A stream in a rural area
drains over '10 ‘square
miles.

2. More than 500 feet of the
channel is changed. ]
3. The length of the channel
is reduced by 25 percent or
more.

4. The change affects a
protected stream as listed
by the INRC.

A permit for storing
water is necessary if any of
the following occurs:

1. Permanent and tempor-
ary storage exceeds 50
acre-feet or exceeds 25
acre-feet and has no emer-
gency spillway.

2. Permanent storage ex-
ceeds 18 acre-feet.

3. Drainage area exceeds 10
. square miles.

4. At a site within 2 miles
of town if the dam height is
10 feet or more and
temporary storage is over 5
acre-feet or drainage area
exceeds 2 square miles.



Soil Conserving Suggestions

T-15-332
Question:

Because of the recent
heavy rainfall in our area,
there have been many news
reports of soil erosion rates
in excess of 50 tons per
acre per year. How is that
measured?

Answer:

These soil loss figures
are not measured but are
estimated by using the
Universal Soil Loss Equa-
tion. The formula, A =
. RKLSCO, is the result of
more than 50 years of
research and rainfall re-
cords from 2000 weather
stations. It includes factors
for rainfall, soil erodibility,
slope length, slope steep-
ness, crop management,
and conservation practices.
This formula is the best
tool we have for computing
average annual soil losses,
giitisusedasaguidefor

selecting conservation prac-
tices for specific sites.
Personnel from the Soil

. Conservatiop - Service can

help you figure your own
soil losses and develop a
conservation plan for your
farm. The goal of your
conservation plan should be
to reduce soil loss to only 5
ton per acre per year, and
amount which most of our
soils can tolerate.
Question: What is the
difference between multiple
cropping and intercropping?
Answer:

Multiple cropping is the
usé of the same field to
grow two.or more crops in
a single year. You might
say it is a crop rotation
compressed into one year.
A form of multiple crop-
ping, in this area, is
planting soybeans in wheat
stubble after the wheat is

harvested.

Intercropping is when
two or more crops are
grown in the same field at
the same time. An example
is growing a cover crop
under trees in an orchard.
Work has been done with
growing soybeans with
wheat or oats.

These two cropping
systems have economic
benefits to landowners.
Also, the soil is protected
with cover throughout the
entire growing season.
Question:

What have farmers put
on some of these fields that |
make the weeds look like
they have been burned?
Answer:

They are using a burn
down herbicide like round-
up or paraquat along with
their regular surface ap-
plied herbicide and maybe
some 2-4D in approximately
40 gallons of water or with
liquid nitrogen. This way
they can plant their crop
without any prior tillage.



Soil Conserving Suggestions:

Question: ({-1% 3

What incentives are
there for landowners to
maintain or establish
timbered areas?

Answer: v

Trees can _ provide a
number of benefits. They
can protect land from soil
erosion, reduce air and
water pollution, provide
shelter to livestock, reduce
energy needs for a farm-
stead, act as a screen
against unsightly views,
and provide wilidlife habi-
tat. If properly managed,
they can provide income
from the sale of lumber or
firewood. .

Some recent legislative
changes provide additional
incentives. Beginning in
1983, Iowa's Forest Re-
serve Law allows the coun-
ty assessor to list qualify-
ing land with an assessed
value of zero, and thus a
tax bill of zero. Federal tax
incentives allow 10 percent
investment credit and
amortization over a 7-year
period for reforestation cost
on the first $10,000 of
expenditures.

If you would like a
question answered in this
column and receive a free
conservation bumper stick-
er, send it to West Potta-
wattamie SCD, Room 221
Federal Bldg., Council
Rluffs, Iowa.

Question:

I can’t afford to terrace
all of my land at this time.
What else can I do to help
control erosion until I can
afford to terrace?

Answer:

There are several prac-
tices other than terraces
that will help control ero-
sion, but on most of our
sloping cropland, terraces
are required to do the job
completely.. Some of the
things you can do now that
won't cost you money
include contouring for ex-

“ample. If you are currently

farming up and down the
hill, a switch to contouring
will cut your soil losses in
half. If you are currently
contouring, a reduction in
tillage operations will help
a lot. Try to maintain a
high level of crop residue at
planting through less disk-
ing, substituting a field
cultivator for the disk, or
no-tilling. Another more
extreme step in controlling
your erosion is to add some
small grain or hay to your
rotation on the steeper
land. Another alternative
next year would be to put
your most erosive field in
the reduced acres program
and seed it down tempo-
rarily.



Soil Conserving
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'Suggestlons

I know that conservation
ullage can effectively re-
duce soil erosion, but can I
conirol weeds with reduced
uillage?

Answer:

Although many peop]e
fear that weed pressure
will intensify if they switch
Lo a conservation lillage
system, it may be more
accurate Lo say thair weed
. problems can change when
» swiltching 10 a conservation
- illage system.

Moldboard plowmg bur

ies some annual weed seed
deep. They are not : killed
but remain: dormant for a
long time. Plowing also
brings other seeds 1o the
surface where they can
germinate. These can be
controlled by repeated se-
condary illage operations
and/or herbicides.




Conservationist Weiss
years ahead

/Yon Pare:

I am sure that a great many folks in
this- area share with me a goi nant
sensé of loss in learning of the death
of Walter Weiss. Walt dled recently at
Stillwater, Okla. where he had been
making his"home. He had a daughter
and son-in-law living there I believe.

He was 79 years old and his wife -

preceeded him in death several years
ago.

He was one heck of a guy in his own
right. A fire-cracker sort of a person,
he was ebullent and outgoing.
Whatever he did he did with a gusto.
He was well known both in Council
Bluffs and throughout Southwest
Iowa. So far as I was ever able to
gftermine to know him was to like

m

Walt Weiss was one of the most
fervent and dédicated disciples of soil
and water conservation that cause will
ever have. He worked for the Soil
Conservation Service, of course, but
tha(\jt was more or less a means to an
end.

HE BELIEVED TOTALLY in the
cause of conservation. He could see
with a sharper eye than most the
Frowmg need for keeping our topsoil

Place and holding the rain where it
fell. He did not preach. He advocated
and having done so he supplied action
to go with his words.

alt probably, “sold" as much, or.,

more conservation -on the land as

‘anyone else -involved in the cause

either directly or indirectly. He was

. always looking for better ways to both

| of leav
| of the surface residue in place, is

promote the idea of conservation and
equall{) better ways of actually getting

that job done.
Todar no-till farming, the practice
ng a field just as it is with all

recognized- as a: tremendously ef-
fective conservation practice and tool.

It was probably 30 ‘years a%:)
maybe more, that Walt visualized t|
value of this’ ‘practice and preached it
ardently. He even twisted enough
arms to get a research field
established up in either Harrison or
Shelby County, I forget just which

! right now.

he only problem was Walt tumed '

out.to be about 30 years ahead of the
times. The key to the success of
today’s no-till practice is the highly
effective herbicides used in prelimi-
nary treatment of the intended fields.
This insures, for the msot part,
adequate weed control.

Today’s herbicides or thelr coun-
terpart were not available for Walt’s
first no-till field. In addition he hit a
relatively wet spring and the net
result was a measure of disaster. The
field did a splendid job of holding both
soil and moisture. It did an equally
outstanding job of growing a crop of
weeds. He was later to laughingly
suggest that he had produced some of
the tallest and sturdiest weeds ever
grown in the state.

his tim_é
la, &6-28-82
o

24

5 C.w.
McManamy

Nonpareil
Staftf WriterJ

s
organized down
County in 1940, I became acquainted
with Walt early on.

You could not associate with him
very long without beginning to also
believe with him that soil and water
conservation was one of, if not the
most - important re é)onsmnhty the
people oft is nation ha

alt and I certainly shared the
common view that all citizens, those
who eat food as well as those who
produce it, share in this need for soil
stewardship and the duty to conserve,
to the very limit or our combined
ability, our soil and water.

I know I speak only a simple truth
when 1 say Walt left his mark on
many people and many hills in this
community. He will be long and fondly

in" Montgomery

. remembpered.
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servation Awards Presented

Among lhoseiecognlzed in the soil conservation awards program held February
9th in Underwood were [front row] John Witt, Herb Witt, Bill Witt,
Robert Jensen and Jay Crist. The Witts received the owner-operator award,
Jensen received the Eldon Ravlin Award as outstanding conservation farmer,
and Crist received the Izaak Walton League windbreak award. Not present but
also recognized were Joseph Grote, Jr., who received both the new cooperator
and the sweepstakes awards, and St. Patrick’s Church of Neola and Clarence
Ring, who received the landlord-tenant award.—Gazette photo




Conservation events are planned at western Iowa park

1 By DON MUHM
Register Farm Editor
| NEOLA, IA. — The small group
| huddled over the forest-green picnic
| table was hard at work last week,
- making twofold plans that will put
" Arrowhead Park in the conservation
| spotlight next year.
For one thing, this tree-studded,
| 150-acre picnic, fishing and camping
|area two miles southeast of here is to

be the headquarters for a local cele-
bration — the 40th anniversary of the
formation of the West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District. It was offi-

lclallyornnlndA{rﬂ” 1944,

Secondly, this local program will
be broadened to include recognition
of the beginning of the national soil

-and water conservation movement a

half-century ago when the U. S. Soil
Erosion Service was formed in
August 1933.

Both of these events flgnre into a
special program planned at

Arrowhead Park June 9. Visitors will |
be able to take wagon tours of the

watershed area that created the
14-acre Arrowhead Lake

chemicals through erosion.

. Various farming practices will be |
featured on the tour, with efforts |

made to explain how farm fields and

pastures are to be fully protected by |
soil conservation practices to thwart ;

tation of the lake.

The 11 farmers and land owners in \
the 1,036-acre watershed recently |

signed agreements providing for full ' |

protection of the soil and water
resources in the Arrowhead Park
area. This action came because the

lake, developed privately by farmer
Robert Petersen in 1969, had begun to |
fill with sediment. What was reported |

to have been a fabulous fishing lake

slowly went downhill, and the water

color became dull and less promising.
Things became so bad that this fine

- lake ended up ranked second worse in

the state by the Iowa Department of
Environmental Quality from the

standpoint of pollution by silt and

farm chemicals.

Now, some $118,400 in federal
funds will be used to help pay three-
fourths of the costs of putting conser-
vation practices on the land to protect
the lake as well as the popular park
itself, which drew 43,000 visitors last
year from 43 states.

Cutting down on siltation of the
lake is a top priority, according to
officials of the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service here. They project that the

soil losses that now average 26 tons

an acre yearly will be reduced to six

tons,. while the amount of farm

chemicals that get into the lake will
also be cut substantially.

The federal and private funds will
be used for terracing, no-till planting
and pasture improvement work,
along with tree

plantings coupled with mu_
managment programs and watel‘ -

quality test demonstrations.

'lhf.deralhmdlmcomlngfrom

the US. t of ture’s.
Resource Conservation and Devel-

opment (RC&D) program, which is
in an eight-county area in

southwest Iowa as the “Golden Hills

RC&D.”

Helping map out the activities

REGISTER PHOTO BY DON MUHM

and to
 become familiar with how such a lake
can become choked with silt and farm

e in flight from Arrowhead Lake

d for next June here is a widely
conservationist, farmer and
list, C. W. “Mac” McManamy
of rural Council Bluffs.

! Mac has worn a lot of different
ilrlcultural hats over the years. He
arrently is chairman of the West

wattamie soil district.

‘Now 75, Mac related how he
came acquainted with soil conser-
uﬂon early in his varied career,

nd land owners in Montgomery
ty in southwest Iowa formed
eir soil district in May 1940.

_ This was shortly after the Iowa soil
nservation districts law had been
| and after the initial State Soil
onservation Committee was
pointed by Gov. George A. Wilson.
McManamy praised the Arrowhead
rk project, calling it “an excellent
ample of cooperation’” among
ies and farm owners that “will
ke a significant contribution to the
blic well-being.”

. The park is a highly popular spot,

thanks to the fact that it was the first
public camping area in the county,
according to Harold Borwick, the
executive director of the West Pot-
tawattamie County Conservation

‘The park is only 17 miles northeast
of Council Bluffs and attracts
campers from there and from nearby
Omaha, Neb.

Another thing that makes the park
popular is its close proximity to In-

~terstate 80. Many out-of-state
travelers stop here overnight.

William J. Brune, the state conser-
vationist with the Soil Conservation
Service in Iowa, said the Arrowhead
conservation project represents “a
long-term agreement between 11 land
owners and our agencies to put the
remaining soil practices on the land.”
This, Brune said, “will complete the
job so that valuable public land and
water resouces are protected so that
wecanalleluoythhbeautifulparkin
the years ahead.” .

While Brune spoke, the quiet

surface of Arrowhead Lake was
broken with a splash here and a swirl
there as a small army of frogs headed
for the muddy shoreline and winter
hibernation.

Atop one of the lake’s earthen
jetties roosted a small flock of
Canada geese keeping a wary eye on
the human intruders.

Arrowhead has belonged to the
public since 1962 when it was

from the Bob Petersen
family by the county conservation
board. One of its many uses is a
setting for an outdoor classroom for
young students. One of the things

many groups of students do is to plant
a tree, which helps explah the mag-
nificent sprinkling of all kinds of
trees on the loess hills surrounding
the lake.

The lake was created by a dam
built to halt the. erosion that had
taken place through years of ttu
runoff of water in the area.

“If you had been here 40 years
ago,” C. W. McManamy told his small
audience of conservation boosters
last week, “you would have
standing on the banks of one of
damnedest gullies in Western lowa.”

i

C. W. “Mac” Mc‘Mmmy"




‘Soil Conserving

Suggestions: |
317183
Question: :

How much topsoil is lost
in Iowa from unprotected
cropland?

Answer:

On the average, Iowa had
14”-18” of topsoil 100 years
ago. Only 6”-8" remain
today. Remember, this is
an average so at some
places, there is more but
some have less.

The average soil loss in
Iowa is 10 Tons/Ac/Year.
At this rate, one inch of
topsoil will be lost every 15
years. It is important to
reduce the rate of soil loss
since it takes hundreds of
years for nature to form an
inch of topsoil. In the West
Pottawattamie District, the
average soil loss is consid-
erably higher due to steep-
er slopes and highly erod-
able soil.
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County soil awards a ‘family affair’

Getting Together...on the subject of soil conservation, winners
of Soil Conservation Service awards take a break during
presentation meeting at Underwood. Winners at the meeting
included William Witt, Robert S. Jensen, John Witt, Jay Crist,
Herbert Witt, Ellie Witt, Mary Witt and Kay Crist. — Nonpareil
photo.

UNDERWOOD — A family
affair, beginner’s luck and a

- church connection all figured

into the West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District’s
annual soil conservation
awards, presented this week in
a meeting at Underwood Lu-
theran Church.

The family of winners — in
the “‘family farm’’ or
owner-operator category —
was the Witt clan of rural
Minden. Herbert, John and
William Witt were co-winners
of the award for farmer-
landowners judged most
active* in soil conservation
efforts on their land.

ANOTHER MINDENITE,
Clarence Ring, won the
award’s tenant category —
sharing it with St. Patrick’s
Church of Neola, from which
he rents.

The top ‘‘sweepstakes’’
award, though, went to the
winner in the new cooperator
category: Joseph R. Grote Jr.
of Neola. Although a newcom-
er to- the SCS cooperator
program for conservation
planning,  Grote was judged
best overall among the three
category winners for con-
servation work.

Jay Crist of rural Silver City

. won the Windbreak Award

L

sponsored by the Izaak Walton
League for notable efforts at
protecting his farm with
shelter-belt plantings.

Robert S. Jensen of Neola
won the Eldon Ravlin award,
an annual honor com-
memorating a former soil
commissioner, and Floyd
Fischer of rural Council
Bluffs and Derald Blois of
rural Honey Creek took Com-
missioners’ Awards.

Herbert Witt said he began
terracing the family’s
farmlands back in the 1950s,
strictly as a matter of practi-
cality.

“WHEN YOU’D HAVE
your plow in the ditch every
spring, and with some of these
end rows going up and down a
hill, you began to see that it
was a never-ending job to fill
them in, and you might just as
well have them seeded down,”
he said. “With some of these
waterways you’d have to turn
around In the middle of the
fields, and they’d keep getting
deeper and deeper — and that
had to be fixed. They sure
looked a lot better (after
terracing) than what we were

doing.”
Witt said conservation
practices can pay off.

‘“You don’t have to have a

Il

lot of equipment and don’t
have to hire a lot of machinery
to build a terrace or some-
thing,” he said. “You can do a
lot. Some rotation or strip
farming or contouring or
things like that can make
quite a difference.”

“Once that topsoil is gone,
it’s gone,” John Witt said.

THE AWARD WINNERS
said they thought the 1983
federal farm programs should
encourage conservation.

“It should be a really good
thing for the country as a
whole,”” said Robert Jensen.
“When we needed the produc-
tion, when they thought they
needed all the food and fiber
we could grow, we Kkept
putting more land into pro-
duction — land that really
wasn’t fitted for intensive
row-cropping. And that’s
where the greatest soil loss
and water loss was.

‘*With this program
(acreage reduction and PIK)
coming in now, it will help —
we can farm our better ground
more intensively, use more
fertilizer and chemicals on it,
and get more production.
Farmers as individuals will
get more net profit as well as
conserving the soil.



_JayCees ‘Name John Fischer
Outstanding Young Farmer

=S58 3

John J. Fischer, shown here in the new hog uni
added to his operation last summer, was recently
recognized by the Council Bluffs JayCees as
Outstanding Young Farmer for 1982. Fischer was
also named one of eight state winners and will visit
Des Moines as a guest of the JayCees later this
month. He farms 457 acres and derives his total
income from.farming. Besides farming for the past
seven years, John is active in a wide range of other
activities, including a strong interest in conservation,
" St. Patrick’s Church, Extension, Pork Producers, Hoo
Doo Committee, etc. —Gazette photo
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By GARY ROSENBERG
onpareil Staff Writer

-C.W. McManamy, a long-time advocate of soil and water

conservation, will step down form his post as chairman of
the West Pottawattamie Soil Conservation District
commissioners this week.

But he won’t leave his interest in the conservation
movement behind. After at least 40 years of su?porting the
move to prevent soil erosion and the subsequent siltation of
water, the 75-year-old McManamy said he’s still ‘“‘ready and
willing” to lend the district a hand.

~A: columnist and former agriculture reporter and
assoicate editor for The Nonpareil, McManamy said he’s
resigning his commissioner’s post because he spends a good
pogtion of the winter in Arizona.

*“‘I don’t like to hold a position if I can’t fulfill it
properly,” McManamy said. ‘‘I haven’t been able to
discharge my duties as chairman at times.”’

Because he and his wife, Maurine, plan on traveling
more, McManamy said he had to cut down on his outside
activities. “I’m keeping too many balls in the air.”

- McMANAMY said he had a natural interest in
conservation. ‘“‘I’ve always been active in the conservation
effort. I followed it very closely (as a reporter for The
Nonpareil) and made a number of appearances and
speeches on behalf of conservation.”

. “I was active 40 years ago when the first formal soil

‘ conservation district in the state was formed” in

- Pottawattamie County.

#Soil and water conservation, if not the most important,
is: one of the most important areas in agriculture,
particularly in Southwest Iowa, where we have highly
erodible soil and fairly steep slopes,”” McManamy said.

- He was instrumental in helping to form some of the
watershed districts in the area. Watershed districts are
conservation efforts undertaken by all land owners in a
particular drainage area.

cManamy served as the first president of the Mosquito
Creek watershed. For his efforts in the movement,
é Manamy was named Iowa Watershed Man of the Year.

J‘ONE OF THE strengths of the soil conservation
movement is that it’s still a grass roots operation,’’ he said.
“Decisions are made by the local commissioners, and it’s a
coggerative effort between the government and private
landowners.”

-Construction of terraces and other conservation measures
like grassed waterways has improved over the years due to
the involvement of the Soil Conservation Service.

#The erosion problem was sometimes aggravated when
farmers built terraces that broke through because of
improper construction. Today, the SCS uses bulldozers to
Jb[nld the terraces to proper specifications.

MicManamy won’t end
conservation activity

‘The state and federal governments “have provided -

C. W. McManamy

farmers with cost-share programs to help pay for the
conservation measures.

THERE WAS a record amount of terrace construction in
West Pottawattamie County this year, and the use of no-till
farming has grown every year. McManamy said no-till
farming not only cuts down on erosion but ‘‘saves the
farmer a great deal in fuel and operating costs.”’

While conservation techniques and measures have
improved and become accepted by farmers with ‘‘dramatic
success,” McManamy said an even greater effort is needed
because of the ‘‘radical change in the farmer’s approach to
farming his land.”

“Farmers have changed in both equipment and methods,
and agriculture is a good deal more intense than it was 40.
years ago. As the effort has been intensified, there’s been a
tendency for more erosion,” he said.

McManamy’s interest in conservation has somewhat of a
historical basis.

“Other civilizations have fallen because of an inability to
{ged lthegx§elves, largely because they didn’t take care of

eir land.’ 2



Fischer Cutler

Bluffs Jaycees Hail -

Farmer, | ortlctan

COUNCIL BLUFFS BUREAU (381 % 3

Neola farmer John J. Flscher and
Bluffs mortician William A. Cutler III
were honored at a Tuesday night meet-
ing of the Bluffs Jaycees.

Fischer was named Outstanding
Young Farmer, and Cutler, who is also
a Bluffs school board member, was
named Outstanding Young Iowan by
the local Jaycees.

The selections now place both menas
candidates for statewide recognition in
the same categories.

Fischer attended the meetmg at Dai-
ley’s Planet restaurant, but Cutler was
ill at home.
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No-Till Club To Meet At Underwood

F- 2083
The Underwood Vo-AG
department and the West
Pottawattamie Soil Conser-
vation District are sponsor-
ing a no-till club for any

farmers who tried no-till in

1982.

All meetings will be held
at the Underwood High
School. The first organiza-
tional meeting will be
Thursday, January 20th at

7:00 p.m. Additional meet-

ings are planned for Febru-

ary 3rd and 1Tth, and
March 3rd.

Topics of discussion will
be any problems or ques-
tions no-till farmers have
experienced. No-till profes-
sionals - from around the
state will be invited to*
speak at upcoming meet-
ings. The only requu'ement
for attendance is some

_no-till experience and a

desire for more informa-
tion.

R AGL e
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No-Till Meetings Are Planned

A-10 %3
The West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District
is hosting a series of small
group no-iill information
meetings around the Dis-
i trict during February and

at 1 p.m. Meetings include:

Febri&a‘ry 15 in the Neola

Clty Hall basement Febru

March, all held on Tuesdays -

ary 22 in the Treynor
Legion = basement  and
March 1 in the Lewis

Township Fire Station on

" Highway 92.

The meetings will focus
on no-till farming  opera-
tions in the Distriet in 1982
and new developments for
1983. Coffee and rolls will
be served




Payment-in-kind (PIK) bids accepted

3=24 33

2

'A tense crowd watched Friday as ASCS officials opened the whole base bids for
the remaining Payment-in-Kind [PIK] acres in West Pottawattamie County.
Similar scenes were enacted throughout the state.—Van Olsen photo

West Pottawattamie
County farmers gathered in
Council Bluffs « Friday to
watch and listen as the
whole base bids for the
Payment-in-Kind (PIK) pro-
gram were opened.

Norma Tradel, County
Executive Director for the
ASCS, explains, “We were

told that we could accept:

bids up to 45 percent of our

N S

base.. We subtracted the
acres that had already been
signed up for the 10-30
percent PIK and 20 percent
PIK and the remaining
acres—8,056—were what
we could accept in whole
base bids.”

Bids opened Friday in-

cluded 236 for corn and 4
for wheat. The 4 bids on
wheat were accepted and

149 bids were accepted on
corn. The last bid accepted
on corn was 77.99 percent.

West Pottawattamie’s to-
tal corn base was 132,698
acres and 45 percent of that
was 59,714 acres. “We had
179 acres unused,” reported
Tradel, “and the reason
was that the next bid was
for 196 acres so we had to
stop there. g



Soil Conservation

Question: 2A-3Y- (&3

If I participate in the
1983 set-aside program,
may I also apply for

cost-share assistance for

terraces " applied on my
idled acres?
Answer:

If you partcipate in the
set-aside program, you may
also apply for cost-share

assistance through either °

the ASCS or the SCS. This
is an important considera-
tion to keep in mind when
planning your set-aside

acres. A minimum of 5
acres must be idled; how-
ever, portions of fields are
also possible for set-aside.
This will enable you to put
terraces on several hill-
sides, not just one. Proper
spacing must be taken into
consideration before plant-
ing so crops won’'t be
disturbed during construc-
tion. For assistance with
planning terraces on your
set-aside acres, contact the
Soil Conservation Service.



Honoar Retiring Commissioners
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Retiring Soil Conservation
District Commissioners
Floyd Fischer [left] and
Derald Blois were honored
recently with plaques re-
cognizing their years of
service on the commis-
sion.. Fischer acted as a
commissioner from 1970 -
1982 and Blois served
from 1966 - 1982.—
Gazette photo



Soil Conserving Suggestion
Question: I-a5-8x
How do I get trees from
the Iowa State Nursery and
is there a limit to where I
can plant them?
Answer: - ;
The first step is to obtain
an application form at the
Iowa State Nursery, the
Towa Conservation Commis-
_ sion, the District Forester,
or the Wildlife Management
Biologist. The Soil Conser-
vation Service and ASCS
also’ have applications
available. Applications
should be sent in as soon as
. possible since the orders
are filled on a first-come
- first-serve basis.
Trees from the state
. nursery are to be used for
establishing or improving
forest areas,. erosion con-
trol, or wildlife and water
conservation. Protection
from. fire and livestock
damage is required. The
trees cannot be resold or
planted for windbreak,
shade, or ornamental uses.

ire—Bob Lounsberry
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Fischer Cutler

Bluffs Jaycees Hail -

. .
Farmer, Mortician
COUNCIL BLUFFS BUREAU | -0

Neola farmer John J. Fischer and
Bluffs mortician William A. Cutler III
were honored at a Tuesday night meet-
ing of the Bluffs Jaycees.

Fischer was named Outstanding
Young Farmer, and Cutler, who is also
a Bluffs school board member, was
named Outstanding Young Iowan by
the local Jaycees.

The selections now place both men as
candidates for statewide recognition in
the same categories. i) :

Fischer attended the meeting at Dai-
ley’s Planet restaurant, but Cutler was
ill at home.
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rants from approxlmaioly sixty participants in the Junior

FB spensmen Janypy
State cost-share ~

program rules
for 1983-84

These rules are regulated
by the(Mill9)County Soil Con-
servation District. -

I. OVERALL RULES

1. Limit of 8,000 feet per
applicant per year.

2. Cannot get both ACP and
state cost-share the same
year. -

3. Amendments will be
handled on an. individual
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: seﬁatlon Essay Contest were [from the left] John Ferris,
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leen Jensen, Tara Schroder and Scoit Huebner. The

y the Ladies Auxiliary of the lowa Association of Soil
ommissioners and Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance—Gazette




FB spensmen Jang
State cost-share ~

program rules
for 1983-84

These rules are regulated

by thounty Soil Con-
servation District. -

I. OVERALL RULES :

1. Limit of 8,000 feet per
applicant per year.

2. Cannot get both ACP and
state cost-share the ‘same
year. é
3. Amendments will be
handled on an.  individual
basis. <

4. No cost-share on soils
_ with erodibility factor of .43
unless no-till and/or rotation
is also used to: control soil
movement between terraces.
II. SUMMER PROGRAM:

First allocation only ;

1. Sign up during the month
of January. :

2. Names will be drawn
from a hat for sequence of
runding at the February
meeting. :

3. Summer .construction
must be started by Aug. 15
and completed by Sept. 30. .

4. Land must be in oats,
wheat, hay, pasture or
diverted acres only. NO
rowcrop for any reason.

IlII. FALL PROGRAM: Second

' and any additional alloca-

tions ‘

1. Sign up during the month
of June.

2. Names will be drawn
from a hat for -sequence of
funding at the July meeting.

3. Fall construction must be
started by Nov. 1 and
completed by Nov. 30.:

IV. SPRING PROGRAM:

1. Spring construction will
be used to clean up any
leftover funds. .

as

2. Summer application list
will be used.

;3. Spring construction must
be finished by June 1.



Conservation Meeting
Set for Underwood

|—21-%3

The West Pottawattamie
Soil -Conservation District
will hold its Annual Awards
Meeting on February 3rd at

. the  Underwood Lutheran
! Church. A noon meal serv-
-ed by the Pottawattamie
LCounty Porkettes will be
provided for the award-
wi nservation farms
e s

"~ .vited to display

in the District.

The meeting will be open
to the public at 1:00 p.m.
for presentation  of the
awards. A no-till panel
discussion by local no-till
farmers. will follow. Local
implement dealers are in-
no-till
equipment.



Youth Conservation Program Planned

0 <E three night program is

The County Conservation
Boards, Soil Conservation
Districts, and Cooperative
Extension Service will be
cosponsoring the Youth
Leadership Conservation
Program this summer. The
statewide program is deve-
loped for high school stud-
: eﬁ‘ts .who are interested in
conservation. Two session
will be offered: June 20-23,
1983 which will be held at
the Conservation Education
Center near Guthrie Center
and August 1-4, 1983 to be
held at the State 4-H

covered

~

Center near Madrid.
Various conservation car-
eers and topics to be
include: geology,
soils, wildlife, forestry, and
waters. Participants will be
actively involved in field
techniques associated with
these careers. College scho-
larships will be awarded
based on results of a
written examination given
at the end of the program.

A maximum of 50 stud- |

ents will be allowed to
attend each session. The
cost of the four day and

$50.00. High school stud-
ents interested in attending
the Youth Leadership Con-
servation Program should
contact Harold Borwick of
the County Conservation

H
H

i
3

H

Board at 328-5638, or C.W.
McManamy of the Soil

Conservation District at

328-2489, or Carroll Olsen
of the Cooperative Exten-
sion Office at 325-5551 for
further information.

T ———



v Awand

with Arbor Day Award

Conservation
district gets
Arbor award |

The West Pottawattamie
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict in Council Bluffs has
been honored for its tree
Planting and conservation ef-
orts by the National Arbor
Day Foundation.
he district was cited for its
activities to promote the value
of trees. In 1983, the district
assisted landowners with the
installation of 3,800 feet of
windbreaks, presented Arbor
Day' programs to all first
grade students in 26 ele-
mentary schools and con-
ducted an Environmental
Field Day for sixth graders.

Gary Thien, District com-
missioner for the Soil Con-
servation District, accepted
the award on behalf of the
District.

The West Pottawattamie
District was one of 11 organi-
zations nationwide to receive
thlsziward.



. 136.67 Dbushels
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West Pottawattamie names winning
Master Corn and Soybean Growers

Results of the West
Pottawattamie Master Corn
and Soybean Growers Con-
test are now official, and
the No-Till Club went on to
honor winners in that
division at a banquet last
week.

The county contest is
co-sponsored by the Council
Bluffs Rotary Club Ag
Committee, West Pottawat-
tamie Extension Service
and Soil Conservation Ser-
vice.

Clifford Johnson of Cres-
cent had the highest corn
yield with 143.58 bushels
per acre while Dennis
Kahler of Minden took
second place with 138.89
bushels per acre.

The high no-till corn
honors went to Joe Cons-
tant of Underwood with
and Ken
Strohbehn of Council Bluffs
won the no-till soybean
division with a yield of
37.94.

Bill Orr, Jr., of Council
Bluffs produced the winn-
ing soybean entry overall
with 57.94 bushels and
Robert Summy of Crescent
was second with 49.61
bushels per acre.

Other participants in the
contests were Mike Tighe,
Neola; Marty Summy, Cres-
cent; John Witt, Minden;
Robert M. Jensen, Co.
Bluffs; Larry Bostwick,

T
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[From the left] Amme Howard of CIBA-Geigy presented awards to Ken Strohbehn
of Treynor and Joe Constant of Underwood for their first-place finishes in the
no-till division of West Pottawattamie County’s Master Corn and Soybean

Growers contest.

The occasion was the No-Till Club’s banquet in Council

Bluffs, moderated by Bill Hammitt [right] of the Soil Conservation Service.

Becky Constant Photo

Honey Creek; Todd Goos,
Co. Bluffs; Bruce Bracker,
Underwood; Robert Soloth,
McClelland; William Witt,
Minden; and Clint Goos,
Treynor.

All participants, along
with other West Pottawat-
tamie farmers, will be
honored at the Annual
Council Bluffs Rotary
Club’s Rural Urban Day.

The No-Till Club banquet
was held 'January 19 at

Club 64 in Council -Bluffs,
with dinner and program
sponsored by CIBA-Geigy.
Company spokesman Arne
Howard discussed herbi-
cides for minimum and no
tillage and said the comp-
any will sponsor awards for
next year’s no-till contests.

Trophies and jackets
were awarded to the win-
ners of the no-till divisions
in the Iowa Master Corn
and Soybean Growers Con-

RS A, e T e

Conservatmn Project Arrowhead
seeks exhibitors for June event

“Conservation: Project
Arrowhead,” a special one-
day soil conservation cele-
bration, is being planned
for June 9th near Neola in
western Iowa. The special
event will feature soil
conservation methods that
will help protect Lake
Arrowhead, just east of
Neola.

“We're going to be de-
monstrating conservation
practices and how they
work, and expect a number
of conservation groups and
agencies to be on hand to
talk about and show what

they're doing in the area of

resource conservation,”
says John Fischer, Chair-
man of the West Pottawat-
tamie Soil Conservation
District.

The event will be in
celebration of the district’s
40th anniversary, and it
will also commemorate 50
years of soil conservation in
the United States. “The soil
conservation movement be-
gan in this country in
earnest in the mid-30’s, and
we want to draw attention
to what's been done and is
being done,” Fischer says.

“We're still in the pro-
cess of inviting groups with
conservation interests to
participate,” Fischer says.
“We believe we're going to
have something of interest
for those who live in town
as well as those who farm.
We'd like to be contacted
by anyone with an inter-
est.”

Already planned are: A

wagon tour of conservation
farming methods that will
feature demonstrations on
terrace building, no-till
planting, and pasture estab-
lishment; a tree planting
demonstration; water qual-
ity testing methods demon-
stration at the lake; and a
“rainulator” demonstration,
which shows how some soil
loss research is done on
small plots.

“We have commitments
for demonstrations from a
number of conservation a-
gencies, and now we're
looking for conservation
groups to demonstrate
their part in conservation
efforts, too,” says Carroll
Olsen, West Pottawattamie
Extension Director and ex-
hibits chairman.

The exhibits and demon-
strations will be set up in
and around the park that
surrounds Lake Arrow-
head. The park is managed

DT i,

test: Joe Constant and Ken:
Strohbehn, respectively.’
Thirty-six club members
attended the meeting, and
Bill Hammitt of the Soil
Conservation Service acted
as moderator.

Anyone who is interested
in minimum or no tillage
can get a copy of the club’s
meeting schedule from the
SCS office, Extension office
or the Underwood- High
School ag department.

i - A .« A

by the West Pottawattamie
County Conservation
Board.

The June 9th “Conserva-
tion: Project Arrowhead” is
being planned by the West
Pottawattamie SCD; the
Golden Hills Resource Con-
servation and Development
Area; Arrowhead Lake
neighboring farmers; Pott-
awattamie County Conser-
vation Board; Iowa Depart-
ment of Water, Air, and
Waste Management; Coop-
erative Extension Service;
USDA Agricultural Stabili-
zation and Conservation
Service; and the USDA
Agricultural  Stabilization
and Conservation Service;
and the USDA Soil Conser-
vation Service.

Groups who would like to.
exhibit should contact Car-
roll Olsen, Extension Serv-
ice, 1705 McPherson Ave-
nue, Council Bluffs, Iowa,
51501 (phone: 712-325-5551).
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Soil €onservation Week
will be observed across-Iowa
beginning Sunday, with the
focus on the statewide
erosion rate of 9.4 tons per
acre.

In West Pottawattamie
County, though, the focus
will be on former commis-
sioner C.W. McManamy of
Council Bluffs, who resigned
in December 1983.

An award will be pres-
ented to the 15-year veteran
of the SCS at a 6 p.m. dinner
Wednesda¥ at the Lewis
Township fire hall, 1'» miles
east of the Iowa School for
the Deaf. The potluck dinner
at 6 is by invitation, but the

public is invited to the 7 p.m.
ceremony and the open
meeting afterwards.

McManamy was commis-
sioner for the last five years
at the SCS, and is himself a
farmer. His 80 acres have
level terraces and a gully
control structure.

At “the SCS, he helped
organize the Mosquito Creek
Watershed and served as its
first chairman. He holds a
lifetime honorary mem-
bership in the Soil Con-
servation Society of
America and was on the
Golden Hills Resource Con-
servation and Development
Executive Board. In 1963,

“Mac” was Iowa Watershed
“Man of the Year.”

No other special activities
are planned for soil con-
servation week, but SCS
clerk Sherry Sandvik said
the office wants area farm-
ers to know funds are still
?vailable for soil conserva-
ion.

She said of the funds
available in West Pot-
tawattamie, $75,000 has been
requested for use by farm-
ers. Another $8,200 in no-
interest loans and $25,000 in
county-cost sharing funds
has yet to be claimed.

Twin Ponies watershed

south of Council Bluffs is a ‘

main concern with the SCS
office now, Sandvik said.
The 21,640-acre area flows
west onto the Missouri River
flood plain. Six full-flow
structures for gully and
sediment control have been
added this year, and farm-
ers in the area have built
$15,000 in terraces this year.

About 1,000 of the
estimated 1,430 farmers in
West Pottawattamie

ractice soil conservation,

ut that number needs to be
increased, Sandvik said.

The goal is to cut top soil
loss to five tons per acre and
one of the measures aimed
at that is an Iowa State

McManamy to receive SCS award

University Extension - pro-
gram called Iowa Soil 2000.

East and West Pottawat-
tamie counties are target
areas for the program,
aimed at reducinF excessive
erosion form all land within
the state by the year 2000.

Through the program,
local conservation offices
provide owners and opera-
tors with conservation in-
formation, but does not tell
them which ones they must
use.

Information on soil con-
servation is available at the
West Pottawattamie SCS
District office, 221 Federal
Building in Council Bluffs,
328-2489.
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C.W. McManamy is honored
for service to soil conservation

C.W. “Mac” McManamy has devoted
time, effort and personal commitment
to the cause of soil conservation for
decades, and he was honored for that
dedication by the West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District at a dinner
in Lewis Townshlp last Wednesday
evening.

Mac received a plaque, a certificate
of service from the Iowa Soil
Conservation Service and a thank-you
cake decorated in his honor, along
with the congratulations of friends and
fellow conservation workers.

“It’s been a labor of love since the
very beginning,” said McManamy. “A

million memories go with soil conser-
vation. The first that has occurred to
me personally . . . is the many, many
fine people I've had the occasion to
meet and become friends with over
the years.”

McManamy cited in particular those
who worked for conservation in the
“missionary” days, when there were
no terraces, no structures and little or
no contouring.

A second special memory, said
McManamy, is that “The only thing
that exists between the district and
the Soil Conservation Service is a
memorandum of understanding. . . It’s
the best example of how people and
the government can work together.”

McManamy was a commissioner for
the West Pottawattamie Soil Conser-
vation District for 5 yedrs and an
assistant commissioner for 15; helped
organize the Mosquito Creek Water-
shed and served as its first chairman;
holds a lifetime honorary membership
in the Soil Conservation Society of

America; served on the Golden Hills-

Resource Conservation & Develop-
ment Executive Board; and was Iowa
Watershed “Man of the Year” in 1963.
He has also supported conservation
through the written and spoken word
in articles and public appearances over

the years.
He and his wife Maurine have four
children: Karen, Kathy, Kirk and

Kristie. Mac farms approximately 80
acres and has level terraces and one

f
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Maurine and Mac McManamy begin cutting the cake described by Mac as
the “first one decorated in my honor since our wedding cake.”—Gazette

photo

gully control structure.

Mac closed his acceptance comments
by saying, “Thanks a million, thanks
for the event and we’ll continue to
cherish our memories of conservation
and the people we knew in it.”

Current Commissioner Clint Goos of
Treynor presented the award to
McManamy, summarizes his past

association with soil conservation
work. Goos also presented a certifi-
cate to a new assistant commissioner,,
Mark Schnepel of Carson. Goos is
joined on the current roster of
commissioners by John Fischer of
Neola, Dave Storjohann of Minden,
Charles Angeroth of Crescent and
Gary Thien of Council Bluffs.

“Mac” McManamy was honored last Wednesday night for his
longtime service to the cause of soil conservation with a plaque, kind
words and the company of friends at a potluck dinner in the Lewis
Township Fire Hall.—Gazette photo - -

C.W.




No-till farming

- R.N. Bickert’s pessimistic predic-
tions about no-till farming (Register,
Feb, 22) don’t sound like he has tried it
yet. :

My son and I have been r]dge-tllllng

«|-'for five years. This isn’t strictly
-no-till, but it does omit plowing, disk-

+ ing, chiseling, harrowing and hoeing.

™~ ° We do cultivate, We find: Soil com-
: paction is decreasing, Bean walkers

Q) complain that the ground has become

‘too soft. Compared to adjacent, con-
ventionally tilled land, our fields ab-
sorb an additional inch of rain before

' water stands between the rows. Insect
and disease problems seem un- |
changed. We spend no more on herbi-
cides and use milder ones..

Minimum-till requires different but

‘ considerably less machinery, and so

-much less diesel fuel that we sold off
-one storage tank, :

Placement of fertilizer needs, ands '
"now being given, more research, But
some early adopters have ridge—t}lled !
15 years without problems,

Leaving crop residue on the surface

i, saves soil, So does contouring. So does

ter racing. They complement each oth-

me fields need all three, By put- |

tmg them together, a farmer can con- |

serve almost all of the soil of which he

,is steward, and also save fossil fuel,

" dollars and time. , ., — Robert A. Roh-
wer, Rt. 1, Paullina,
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Not All Bad News--East of during the past 30 years paid  thing--holding back water to  the push of water was just too
Hamburg some of those 6000 dividends the past two weeks. save soil loss, and slow the rush’  great, and even terraces burst,
miles of terraces built by This set of terraces, three miles  of water into area streams. For unable to stem the tide of 12

remont County land owners east of town, were doing their many older terraces, however, inches of water in as man days.
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West Pottawattamie Soil Conservation
District presents awards at Underwood

The West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District
presented awards in Under-
wood last Wednesday, fol-
lowing a luncheon and
program detailing local soil
conservation efforts.

Soil Conservation Dis-
tricts, as legal subdivisions
of state government, are
responsible for soil conser-
vation work within their
boundaries. The Districts
strive to encourage the
protection, maintenance,
improvement and wise use
of soil and water in the
District.

The contests and awards
program is an important
part of the District’s yearly
activities. Nominations for
the various contests were
made last summer and the
winners were notified by
early October.

One of the contest cate-
gories is the' Iowa Soil
Conservation Awards pro-
gram, sponsored by the
Iowa Association of Soil
Conservation District Com-
missioners, the State Soil
Conservation Committee,
the Iowa Farm Bureau
Federation, the Iowa Con-

servation Education Council
and the Des Moines Regis-
ter.

There are three div-
isions: owner-operator,
landlord-tenant and new
cooperator. The program is
open to all farmers who are
soil conservation district
cooperators, except for Dis-
trict Commissioners, mem-
bers of the State Soil
Conservation Committee
and employees of the spon-
soring agencies.

Winners of the 1983
awards include Ervin Eilts,
Route 4, Council Bluffs,
owner-operator; Rosemary
Johnson and Robert Hough
of Route 1, Underwood,
landlord-tenant; and
Bracker Farm Corporation,
owned by Charles Bracker,
Route 2, Neola, new cooper-
ator for 1982 or later.

The District Sweepstakes

award, and entry in the

regional competition, were
earned by Rosemary John-
son and Robert Hough.

The Izaak Walton League
Windbreak Award program
was started to recognize
individuals for the estab-
lishment of windbreaks and

to encourage the planting
of more windbreaks. The
winner receives a certifi-
cate which says in part,
“In recognition of an exem-
plary windbreak planting
program that is helping to
conserve America’s natural
resources”. The district
winner this year is Wayne
Buresh of Route 3, Council
Bluffs.

The next award was
established in 1981 to honor
a former District Commis-
sioner. The Eldon Ravlin
Award for Outstanding
Conservation Farmer is El-
don Schultz of Route 1,
Silver City. The winner’s
name is engraved on a
large wall plaque on display
at the District’s office as
well as on an individual
plaque.

The Iowa Master Grow-
ers Contest is coordinated
each year by the Iowa Crop
Improvement Association,
but is conducted by local
sponsors. One of the con-
test divisions is for corn
and soybeans planted using
conserve tillage (minimum
35% ground cover) and the

Among award-winners recognized by the Soil

District conducted a special
contest locally for those
entering the Masters Con-
test who also used no-till.

The winner of the No-till
soybean yield contest is
Ken Strohbehn of Route 2,
Silver City, with 38

Thursday, February 16, 1984

Conservation Service at a
luncheon last week in Underwood were [seated, from the left] Charlie and Grace
Bracker, Ervin Eilts, Bob Hough, Joe Constant, [standing] Phyllis and Wayne
Buresh, Eldon Schuitz and Ken Strohbehn.--Gazette photo

bushels, and for no-till corn,
the winner is Joe Constant
of rural Underwood, with
136 bushels.




By Mike Holmberg, Associate Crops & Soils Editor

Paul Schaffert had a bad shattercane problem. His com
yields were down to around 40 or 50 bushels per acre on
irrigated land in western Nebraska where he should have
been raising 130- or 140-bushel comn. After 5 years, he has
the shattercane pretty well licked and his com yields are up
where they should be. Schaffert’s is a pretty dramatic exam-
ple of how ridges can make weed control easier!

“The secret of controlling shattercane is our till planter,”
Schaffert says. “We're throwing all that shattercane out
between the rows and not leaving it in the row. We're not
mixing up the shattercane seed with the disk and replanting
it. We'll have 2 or 3 inches on each side of the row where it
will be clean and all our shattercane and grass problems
will be in.the middle where we can cultivate them out the
first time. : 2s :

“The year before we started till-planting, we had one field
yield 25 bushels of irrigated com and the rest was shatter-
cane. The first year into the till-plant system, we probably
eliminated 85% of the shattercane. We've seen less and less
each year after that,” Schaffert says. '

Other ridge tillers report similar exgeriences with prob-
lem weeds. Ken and Rick Olson had been spraying Basa-
gran on every acre of soybeans to control cockleburs. But
they haven't bought a gallon of postemerge since they
switched to ridge planting. Quackgrass used to be a prob-
lem for Andy Olson. Now he spot-sprays it with Roundup
after planting and he’s almost eliminated it.

Control last year’s seeds

“The bulk of your weeds come from last year’s crop,” ex-
plains Orvin Bumside, weed specialist at the University of
Nebraska. “Thus you move most of your potential weeds
into the middle ome row when you plant on ridges.”

Not only are you moving the weed seeds to where they
can be easily destroyed by cultivation after they germinate,
but they are mixed with a lot of trash so some have a less
desirable environment in which to germinate and grow.

“You throw some of the weed seeds back into the row
when you cultivate, but if you give corn or most other crops
a month without weed competition, the crop will take over
the weed control job. The rule of thumb is provide good
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weed control the first month after planting and the crop will
take over the weed control job after that,” Burnside adds.

Is a knockdown treatment necessary?

Some ridge tillers have found they need to use a knock-
down treatment before planting just as they would use in a
no-till system—especially for late-planted crops after the
weeds have a head start. ;

Andy Olson uses a knockdown treatment on the com
stubble going into beans: “We broadcast 8 ounces of
Roundup with a nonionic surfactant and a pint of 2,4-D es-
ter. The control was just fantastic. We think we could go to
an even lower rate with the Roundup.” e

One of the weed control sacrifices you make with ridges
is incorporated herbicides.. You eliminate products like
Treflan, Eradicane and Sutan from your herbicide arsenal,

‘but most ridgers don't see that as a problem. They feel the

combination of surface-applied herbicides and timely culti-
vation provides adequate weed control. ;

'Chemical savings possible with banding

Unlike a straight no-till system where chemical costs are
higher than conventional systems, you can actually reduce
chemical costs with a ridge system—if you're willing to
band-apply herbicides. ,

And surface-applied herbicides should be more effective
than under a no-till system because you clean the top off
the ridge and plant into it. That way you don’t have trash on
the surface to intercept the chemicals.

“We'’re banding Lasso on our com,” says Andy Olson.
“We’re using the equivalent of a gallon an acre—only put-
ting it on with 15-inch bands. With soybeans, we're using
the equivalent of 3 quarts of Lasso per acre along with 3
quarts of Amiben in 15-inch bands.

“We've basically cut our herbicide costs in half by band-
ing instead of broadcasting. We depend on that band and
it's always worked for us. Most of the weeds come from the
seeds from the year before in the top layer of soil. If they all
?erminate and they're cultivated and covered up, there's

ewer weeds to grow next year. That's why it’s easier to con-
trol weeds with the ridge system,” Olson concludes. 3

raoh: Mitch Kezar
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onservation service

presents awards to area farmers and landowners

Conservation
Service luncheon last Wednesday in Underwood were
[front row, from the left] Arlene Liddell, Verneta
Liddell, Julie Strohbehn, Sadie Mass, [back row] Don

[Front row, from the left] The Owner Operator and
Sweepstakes awards went to Meryle and Pat Osborn;
Mildred and Robert Carlson accepted the Eldon
Ravlin Memorial Award as outstanding conservation
farmers in the District; [back row] Jeannette and Bill

Liddéll, Melvin Liddell, Ken Strohbehn and Otha
Mass. The Liddells and Strohbehn were winners in
the Landlord-Tenant division, Mass won in the New
Cooperator Division.—Gazette photo

s

- .
Masker received the lzaak Walton windbreak award;
Joe Constant received top honors in the no-till
soybean contest; and Lorene, Charles and Darol
Jensen were recognized as winners in the no-till corn
contest.—Gazette photo




Reagan Asks Deep Cutsin Soil

e 745

Fifty years ago, the Soil Conservation
Service arose from the grit and misery
of the Dust Bowl, launching the federal
governmeht on a half-century crusade
to save the nation’s soil and water.™

Guided by the principle that ev-
erybody benefits from careful use of

the land and water, and therefore ev-

eryone should help pay, the SCS grew
into a nationwide network of programs
and personnel.

But President Reagan is asking Con-

gress to cut the agency’s budget by
nearly two-thirds, reducing SCS em-
ployees from 14,100 to 5,000 by 1987. In

ition, soil and water conservation
programs funded by other federal
agencies would be eliminated.

Reagan’s proposal would make con-
servation more of a state and local re-
sponsibility — a radical change from a
half-century of soil and water conserva-
tion thinking.

“The whole philosophy that’s been
used over the years is that any conser-
vation work benefits more than the lo-
cal area, so everyone should help with
the cost,” said Kenneth Kern, who
heads the Kansas state conservation
commission.

Leaders Surprised

The depth of the proposed cuts has
surprised the SCS leadership.

Last November, Richard Duester-
haus, the agency's No. 2 man, said he
expected that the SCS would be

“holding our own” in Reagan’s budget.

proposals.

But under the 1986 budget proposals
Reagan sent to Congress, SCS spending
would be cut from $603 million this fis-
cal year to $454 million next year. By

fiscal 1987, the agency’s budget would
be $200 million.

In addition, conservation programs
funded by the Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service would be
eliminated.

Agriculture Secretary John Block
contends that despite cuts, part of the
attempt to reduce the overall budget
deficit, soil conservation will continue
to thrive.

“I believe that soil conservation is
now the great revolution that is being
carried forward by farmers as well as
the public at large, and it’s going to
continue and grow — and succeed —be-
cause farmers have concluded that JL.
pays to conserve soil,” Block said. "~

“Its the wave of the future, and,.
you're not going to change that wave*
because of a change in emphasis in the -
soil conservation program.”

Troubled Economy

Farm groups and soil conservation-

ists, however, question whether
farmers and rural areas with

populations and severe erosion prob- -

lems can afford to pay the bulk of con-
servation programs, particularly in to-
day’s troubled farm economy. _

“There’s not that much margin of
profit in the individual farmer’s opera--
tion to pay the entire cost,” said John
Reh, assistant state conservationist for
Kansas. “He has to survive in the short
term, and he can’t afford to install all of
a project that would take care of the
next 100 years of flooding,

“Future - generations have a part to
play, or pay, in this and I guess that’s
where government comes in."”

Conservation programs have been
targeted for cuts before, but in the past
Congress has restored funding.

“I think the effort is more serious

~ be cut 44"percent from $365 mil

l-lar-ef Watershed construction, 'Tho

'“gress

this time because of the overall mood of
the country to reduce the deficit,” Reh .
said. ““This is the first timé that most of
our basic reasons for g ence have
been targeted.” » ok

By fiscal .1087,« XS, Proﬂosals
would: eliminate ali: SC programs-ex:
cept the, one fot cofiservation opera-
tions. The-largest and .most ‘expe m
of SCS’s ‘programs, conservation
lion na-
tlorgwrde this year to $200 milllon

: . Elimination List .

"Among the SCS programs tt

St

ency Budget

umque soil conservation problems.

In addition to SCS’s programs being
sgut some conservation programs
).Iunded by the Agriculture Depart-

t's"ASCS ‘also are scheduled to be

éllmlnated under Reagan s proposed

“budget. ¥

{.ﬁ They h’lclude ‘( P

— Agricultural ‘t’(msemtién Pro-

Better known s ACP, this is the

e of hgedeml, m'tmgyl ;hat farhers

ranchers useto" help’ install ter-

ces, Waterways and g‘thex 50il-. }nd

t woiild &ater-savlng

‘Be eliminated under Reagan’s budgetwblatima“y. ‘the pmgarn wl oost $1%

gram will cost $150 million in 1
;money
ydertake other - projects that

Jjects must first be authonzed by.

opment. More ‘commonly. knoWfi:

'RC&D,’ this program will cost $28 mil- ="

“libn in 1985 nationwide. The program..q
offers SCS's  expertise on .a varigty of
water- and soil-related matters. = . ;,q

< Watershed planning. When a wa-
. tershed district wants help.in solving a -
flooding t}; water supply problem, it can

turn to. the SCS: " Nationally,
gram will cost $8.7 million.

the pro-
S year.

used to help build dams:an d udger
i»’éd&?;f “thifigs. It costs about 810 !hmknumu-

floodmg and control ‘erosion. All y&x ,,y ; £ ;
c .

..— Resource conservation and,»devel‘-\“ ,j

i “Million in 1985,
% . Emergency Conservadq Pro-
§nm This program levels;fa af-.

fer-a natural disaster,
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Assoclated Press - 4
Here’s the lmeup !on y,s major
L%letwork news shows: ..., tg_g[a jo
ABC “This Week With ba\;!d Brink-

Iey" = .Topic - is-the- war--on-drugs.
iGuests are Franci§:M."Mullen Jr;; ad-
ministrator. of the“Drug Enforcement
‘Agency;‘Rep. Chatles Rangel, D-N.Y.;

— River basin studles.«Natmnwrde' “6ov. Mark White of Texas; Gov. Bob

cost: $14.6 million a year. The money is.,

used to collect informatiomabout water’

runoff, land use and conservation prog-
ress — data that is used by a variety of
other federal, state and local agencies.
— Great Plains Conservation Pro-
gram. The program, which costs $21.3
million a year nationwide, concentrates
technicians and federal money on the
plains, an area with’ longtime and

Graham of Florida, .

"iCBS “Face the Nation” — Topic is
. corporate takeovers. Guests are T,
Boone Pigkens, chairman of Mesa Pe-
troleum; Ron Freeman, investment
banker, Soloman Brothers; and Rep.
Tim Wirth, D-Colo.

NBC “Meet the Press” — Agriculture
Secretary John Block and South Dakota
Gov. William Janklow.
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il *Jing Ron u, a representative from the Academy of Science in
** China, as Matt Burke, an intern with the Soil Conservation
Service,explalnsbowtbeywﬁl stake terraces on a corn field south

-k ;. of Treynor. — Nonpareil photo. -

“Chinese visitor
Iearnmg U.S. way
of fighting erosion

By DAWN UMMEL
Nonpareil Staff Wrioter
-Soil conservation practices familiar to Midwest farmers since 1935
soon will make a long-distance trek to China. - -
, - The journey began more than five months ago when Jing Ron Yu
of the Academy of Science in China began four months of stu ¥
+ the soil laboratory at Purdue University in West Lafayette,

.There she learned what erosion does to Midwestern farm land.

‘. Now she is wrappin%h p a six-week visit to Southwest Iowa farms,
- where she has learned the ammunition farmers use against erosion.

~ “You have 50 years of working with soil erosion,” Yu said,

referring to the creation of the Soil Conservation Service in 1935.

‘“We have the same soil as here, but with more steep slopes than
Iowa,” she said. ‘‘We want to see how to protect our soil.’

Steve Stover, SCS area conservationist in Council Bluffs, said
Yu’s six-month “intensive training program’ will end with -a
two-week stay in Maine, where she will learn how China can bolster
its potato crop, a major commodlty in her country.

THIS IS THE FOURTH TIME in the past five years Stover’s
office has taken on the role of educating researchers from China.
« Groups of six or seven researchers to Southwest Iowa farms in
- -1980, 1981 and 1984. Just as Yu is doing now, they studied Iowa’s
- ',loess soils, which are similar to their own, and practices such as
terracing, no-tillage and construction of watersheds to keep the soil

R T
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!+ . from slipping away.

“They have a serious &ﬂl{ erosion problem in China,” Stover
: .said. “It’s aggravated by ;a;'ge numbers of people who must use
. .all the 1and available for cro,
.+ As a result, the deep ies make it difficult to move the ‘crops
. outof the fields.

‘“We want to show her what we’ve done to treat the land and
. control erosion,’’ Stover said.
§~ YiI-has visited farms and SCS field offices in Denison, Harlan
Onawa, Logan, Oakland and Council Bluffs. Many of the same
crops grow in China soil as do in Iowa soil, including corn, wheat
and sorghum,

The soils may be the same, but farming is different in China than
in the Midwest, she said. The Chinese don’t use as much machinery
in their farming and land preparation, particularly on steep slo
In addition, the average family farm in China measures abou
acre per person, whereas the typical Southwest Iowa farm covers
about 250 acres.

“All the family in China is involved in the farm operation,”
Stover said. ‘“‘Here the family is involved but there is also work
done off the farm by family members.”

The Food Agricultural Organization, whose headquarters are in -
Rome, arranged Yu’s trip Her observations will go into a report for
the FAO Stover said.

“We want to" give her an overview of the activities we have here
and then she can see how they applgl .In her situation,” Stover said.
“They are not behind us, but th on’t always have the resources
we have here.”
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" Paul Miller, soil conséri'a onist
at the Council Bluffs “Soil*Con-
~servation Service office, has been

tionist at the Humbol%:(eﬁc
Council ' Bluffs +:SCS ;office

_ Sept. 30.

iller andTin Bottoms. ‘a
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A vehicle driven by 'Mass struck
a bridge near Treynor and
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gdoments later, Mlller and Bot-
.| toms came upon the accident and
i| rushed to help Mass escape flames
4 which were spreading from the
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Neola Creek area
selected for lowa 2000 -

Towa 2000 was intiated by the 1980
Iowa General Assembly with the aim
of reducing the excessive erosion from
all the land in Iowa by the year 2000.

On February 27, 1985, the land-
owners in the Neola Creek Watershed

were invited to participate in a soil

conservation meeting at the Neola
City Hall, where each received a folder
containing soils information, present
soil losses, and alternative conserva-
tion measures.

The Soil Conservation Service is
hoping that the folders will generate
interest in developing a conservation
plan for each farm and applying
conservation measures on the land. To
help apply terraces, the West
Pottawattamie Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Commissioners have set aside
$15,000 of the District’s cost-share
funds for the Neola Creek Watershed.

Studies by the Soil Conservation
Service showed a need for additional
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Lerraces i wie waershed area, as well
as the potential for extremely high
runoff rates with high rainfall storms
that could result in high flows through
the town of Neola.

The 3300 acre watershed does have
some upland treatment, mainly in the
form of terraces, but much of the area
still lies unprotected against erosion.

One example of the costs of soil
erosion is the bridge crossing Neola
Creek on county road G-20 at the
southwest edge of the city.

According to Neola Mayor John
Schnitker, plans are to replace the
bridge with a very large pipe. With
more soil conserving structures appli-
ed in the drainage area, the amount of
sediment and water that has to pass
under G-20 would be reduced. A
smaller pipe and less.

Tax money spent on
could be the result. 4

Keeping the soil where it belongs,
says the SCS, allows productivity to
remain high and helps keep rising
costs at the grocery store to a
minimum.

The Iowa 2000 program has received
assistance from the SCS, the Iowa
Cooperative Extension Service and the
Iowa Department of Soil Conservation.

Three documents were developed to
complete the program: conservation
folders, farm unit soil conservation
plan and the conservation agreement.

Folders are for gathering informa-
tion available to farmers.

The farm unit soil conservation plan
is a plan developed by the owner and
operator, with the assistance of SCS
personnel, to get the soil loss down to
an allowable soil loss limit (usually
considered 5 tons per acre per year).

The last document is the conserva-
tion agreement, which may be entered
into within one year after completion
of the plan, provided it is acceptable to
everyone concerned.

Many intensively row-¢ropped slopes
in this area have soil l¢sses of 35-40
tons per acre per year. At the 40-ton
rate, an inch of top séil is lost in
slightly less than four years. At the
5-ton rate, the time period would be
increased to 30 years.

installation

____—
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No-till farming
continues increase

in popularity

No-till farming, the “cadillac” of
conservation tillage methods for soil
conservation purposes, continued rapid
growth in Iowa in 1984. Estimates|
~~show more than 600,000 acres were

no-tilled in 1984, compared to 400,000

in1983.:

“That’s a 50 percent increase in a
year, and is also 6 times as much as
the acreage in 1980,” says Mike

..Nethery, state conservationist for the
_USDA Soil Conservation Service

(SCS). The SCS worked with other

agencies in making the survey

- cooperatively with the National Con-
. servation Tillage Information Center

at F't. Wayne, Indiana.

. The bulk of the acreage was corn,

with 522,500 acres planted by no-till.

Another 95,000 acres of soybeans were

planted by no-till.

" “We're pleased to see the increase

in this soil-saving practice, and we're

“éspecially pleased that the increase

came from all areas of the state,”

Nethery says. No-till planting is done

without disturbing the land, thus

leaving the past year’s ¢rop residues
on the soil surface for soil protection.

Ridge-till, a method of planting on
ridges that 'is gaining in popularity,
increased slightly in 1984. The
estimate is 227,650 acres in 1984
compared to 220,340 in 1983. Strip-till,
a method similar to ridge-till but
where the crop is not planted on
ridges, was used on 57,000 acres in
1984 compared to 64,380 in 1983.

Mulch' tillage, which disturbs the
entire soil surface in preparation for
planting, was used on 8,388,500 acres
in 1984 compared to 8,678,260 in 1983.

Overall, acreages of conservaion
tillage have been down in Iowa the
past two years. SCS agronomist Bob
Dayton. attributes the reduced acreage
to changes in the reporting require-
ments and to reduced rowcrop acres
with the 1983 PIK program.

" Totally, about 9,291,000 acres of\

corn and soybeans were planted thh\

conservation tillage in 1984. The
estimate compares to 9,379,000 acres
in 1983.. ; ‘

Dayton points out that a national
definition was made of what qualifies
as conservation tillage in 1983. “Now,
we look at corn and bean fields after
planting, and everything we report as
conservation tillage has at least 30
percent of the ground covered by the‘
previous year’s residue,” he says.:

National figures are currently being
compiled by the Lonservatnon Tillageé
Information Center and are expected
to be released in early February.
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This bridge, which is more than 60 years old . . . will be replaced under the Twin Ponies project.

Thirty Years After Request
lowans to Get Soil-Erosion Project

By Jim Smiley

COUNCIL BLUFFS BUREAU

The Twin Ponies watershed in Potta-
wattamie and Mills Counties will get its
first erosion-control structure this sum-
mer, 30 years after property owners
first asked for a plan to slow soil ero-
sion.

The Soil Conservation Service last
fall authorized conservation work for
the project. The total cost of the pro-
ject was estimated at $610,050. Conser-
vationist Steve Stover said work could
begin in July.

The project will include six grade-
control structures to stabilize erosion
and allow gullies to fill in with sedi-
ment, and replacement of a county
bridge just off Pioneer Trail in Potta-
wattamie County.

Studies show a significant amount of
traffic, including several school buses,
use the bridge, which is more than 60
years old.

The bridge has been listed as needing
repairs or replacement since the 1960s,
county officials say. Creek banks have
eroded from the bridge abutments.

Stover said a joint effort with Potta-
wattamie County and the Iowa Trans-
portation Department will replace the
bridge in conjunction with soil conser-
vation work. County officials say they
plan to award bridge contracts in June
and have a new bridge in place this fall.

Stover said the SCS plans to have the
five other erosion-control structures in
place by 1987 in the highly erodible
loess hills southeast of Council Bluffs.

The 1957 application was approved by

(

Council - 4

Bluffs o e g)
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Deaf ] )

\

World-Herald

Structures to control soil erosion . .. in
Mills and Pottawattamie Counties.

At the same time, area Soil Conser-
vation Service personnel were working

on seven other watershed projects,
such as Mosquito Creek in Harrison
County and Troublesome Creek in Cass
and Audubon Counties. Planning work,
which takes four to five years for each
project, didn’t keep up.

The biggest setback may come from
the Corps of Engineers.

Stover said a major criterion for con-
servation funds is that a project show
more benefit dollars than it will cost.
Original proposals included flood pro-
tection of bottom land along the
Missouri River as a major benefit.

The Corps’ dike system eliminated
that protection from the Twin Ponies
project, he said. Stover said the benefit-
cost ratio for the current project is esti-
mated at 3.91 to 1, or $3.91 in benefits
for each dollar in cost.

Among expected benefits, the conser-
vationist said, are reductions in
cropland damage of $71,710 each year,
reduction in sediment damage of $55,520
and drops in other agriculture-related
damage by $1,520.

Damage to urban property should de-
cline $96,850 a year, and road and
bridge damage $14,990, for a total an-
nual reduction of $240,590, Stover said.




loess hills southeast of Council Bluffs.

The 1957 application was approved by
the State Conservation Service in 1960
and approved by the federal SCS for
planning and design in 1977. The ap-
proved plan varies significantly from
original proposals, which called for
more than 20 control structures, in-
cluding dams.

Differences between the final and
original plans indicate the evolution of
the 21,640-acre watershed, which Stover
said is unusual because it is so close to
an urban area. The area covers many
tracts of land of a few acres each,
rather than larger farms of a totally
agricultural area.

The larger number of landowners
added to the time needed to ensure that
land-treatment practices were in place,
he said. The Soil Conservation Service
requires that at least 75 percent of the
land in a watershed be under man-
agement for soil conservation — having
terraces, grassed waterways and
drainage work — before it will author-
ize funds for more comprehensive ero-
sion control.

Urbanization brought other problems,
Stover said.

Residential development popped up
in areas below proposed dams, he said.
Such development raised the potential
risk should an intense storm cause one
of the dams to give way.

“We place our insurance in the struc-
tures themselves,” he said.

The higher potential risk meant a
larger dam would be needed, one capa-
ble of holding back a higher flow of
storm runoff.

No Recreation

Construction costs rose significantly
with the size of the dam, he said. Some
of the dams became economically un-
justified, forcing changes in the conser-
vation plan.

Stover said the project would not in-
clude development of a recreation area.

The original plan proposed an 80-acre
lake south of Jowa Highway 92, he said,
but analyses indicated the soil in the
area of the proposed dam was too loose
to support the structure.

District conservationist Bill Hammitt
said engineers dug down “‘about 60 feet
before we found a solid base.” He said
changes in agriculture also worked to
delay planning.

A strong farm-export market devel-
oped during the 19%60s and '70s, “and
federal agriculture policies advised
high production and farming fence row
to fence row.”

“Landowners began plowing up mar-
ginal ground. It meant that we began
losing ground” regarding land-treat-
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Soil conservation fight turns 50

JOE ARTERBURN
onpareil Staff Writer

Billowing black clouds of dust
blotted out the sun.

Housewives draped wet blankets
over windows and doors in a vain
attempt to keep the drifting sand out
of their clapboard homes. Wet towels
were draped over babies’ cribs to
keep grit from the tender noses and
throats of children.

Dust pneumonia became
reported.

Qutside, visibility was reduced so
much a person couldn't see the fingers
at the end of his extended arm.
Drought-dried farmland blew into
windswept drifts. Crops withered in
the fields and farmers faced a
devastating financial maelstrom.

Sailors. miles out to sea. swept dust
from the decKs of ships. The sky in
Washington, D.C. and the mood of the
natlon immed.

widely

N Out of the Dust Bowl five decades
ago came a determined national effort
do prevent the conditions which led to
the Dirty Thirties from ever plaguing
the United States again.

The coupling of the Great De-
pression and the Dust Bowl dramat-
‘eally illustrated the connection be-
tween poor. eroded land and poor.
impoverished people.

As early as the 19th century. some
Americans were expressing concern
for soil erosion. In the South. some
farmers developed a system of
t_eljlracing to protect their hard-worked
soil.

In 1928, two Department of
Agriculture scientists. Hugh H. Ben-
Jnett and William R. Chapline.
published a pamphlet. **Soil Erosion:
A National Menace.”” which focused
attention on the growing problem. In
1929. Congress authorized a series of
experiment stations. overseen by
Bennett. devoted to soil conservation
research.

As dust storms raged across the-

Great Plains. the Soil Erosion Service
was created in 1933 as an arm of the
Department of Interior. Secretary of
the Interior Harold L. Ickes picked
Bennett to head the new agency.

« Two years later. the Soil Conserva-
tion Act of 1935 transferred the Soil
‘Erosion Service to the Department of
Agriculture and renamed it the Soil
Conservation Service.

At first. slowly. then with building

speed. the conservation movement
grew. State laws developed rapidly
creating Soil Conservation Districts in
nearly every state. Today. 50 vears
after its inception, more than 7.000
SCS employees serve nearly 3.000 Soil
Conservation Districts.

““I'd be the first to say that we have a long way
to go yet in getting soil losses in the county under

control. But,

I also think we need to pay tribute

to the farmers who have done that job, or most of

it, on their land.”’

— Bill Hammitt, Soil Conservation Service

district conservationist.

- To celebrate the SCS’'s Golden
Anniversary. the West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District will co-
sponsor a special event patterned
after the conservation field days of the
1950s. 2

‘*Conservation: ~ Project Arrow-
head.” scheduled for May 4 at
Arrowhead Park near Neola. will
highlight present-day conservation
practices such as no-till farming,
Yerracing, wildlife plantings.
‘windbreaks. pasture management and
Tarm ponds.

. Tractor-and-wagon tours will allow
access to the numerous project sites
-at the park.

More than 20 cooperating organiza-
tions. agencies and businesses will
host demonstrations and exhibits from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission will be
free and concessions will be available.
A “last acre’’ ceremony will mark the
completion of Pottawattamie County's
soil map{)mg survey — the key to SCS
project planning.

43 sccee

- In the West Pottawattamie County
"Soil Conservation District. more than
1.100 farmers cooperate with the
district.

“Qur farmers have steadily applied
.the more expensive practlces like
‘terraces and ponds and they've also
picked up on the management
practlces like conservation tillage and
no-till.”” said - Bill Hammitt. SCS

' district conservationist.

In 1984, farmers in the district used
conservation tillage on 49 percent of
the cropland. Hammitt said. The
nationwide average is 29 percent.

“I'd be the first to say that we have
a long way to go vet in getting soil
losses in the countv under control.”
Hammitt said. “‘But. I also think we
need to pay tribute to the farmers who
‘have done that job, or most of it. on
their land.”

*The SCS is the technical arm of the
conservation movement." said Sle\'en
Stover, SCS area conservationist. *“We
provide the technical leadership for
planting. practice cthcanon and
maintenance of applied practices ..
local landowners or those who ha\e
need to protect their natural re-
sources: whether soil. water. plants,
wildlife or minerals.”

*Qur number one priority is major
structural practices — the con-
struction of terraces.’”’. he said.

Grassed waterways and dams are also
part of the game plan. he said. as are
.‘companion practices — conservation
illage and no-till.”

“We have to have the companion
practices to get our soil losses down to
acceptable limits.™

Soil loss in some ‘areas. such as
harvested bean fields. can be as bad
as 70 tons per acre per year. Stover
said. And. there have been some
single storm losses, through a combi-
nation of sheet and rill erosion. that
have more than doubled erosion
JIpsses. he said.

« *Some high intensity rains. when we
‘might get four or five inches in a short
period of time, that catches the land
open ... without plant cover such as
grasses or crop residue’’ can result in
a soil loss at a rate of 150 tons per
acre or more, he said.

Farmers are becoming more aware
of the problem and are willing to take
steps to protect their land. he said.

In 1984. there were 12.000 acres of
To-till farming in West Pottawattamie
County, Stover said. In the 12-county
area he serves. there were 83.000.
Both figures are double from what
they were the vear before — a trend
which started a few vears ago.

“We've seen a doubling effect in
each of the last three or four years.”
he said. ‘‘Hopefully, we will get
another doubling effect this year.’

Stover said that Arrowhead Park is
a. perfect 'spot for the anniversary
celebration. The lake in the park had
been ranked as one of the worst
polluted with soil sediment before
conservation practices were im-
plemented.

Terraces and dams were built and
grass and wind breaks were dplanted
with the cooperation of landowners
who also adopted sound conservation
management practices of contour
farming. conservation tillage and
no-till. he said.

Now the lake and Surrounding
county park are popular and stable
attractions.

Early soil conservation district
leaders in Iowa should be recognized
as the leaders of the country. he said.
“They had the foresight to see the
benefits of a soil conservation pro-
gram.

“That is why we are so strong 'in
Jowa. We had a strong interest early
in the district movement."

“lowa is probably second only to
Texas in terms of soil conservation
programs. And. considering the
number of acres they have. we can
hold our heads high."”
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" Orme wins third in R

Corn Grower Contest - S

Wesley Orme of ‘Minden produced 196.02 bushels per acre with
Asgrow/0O’s Gold 2545 to win third place in local competition of the lowa
Master Corn Growers Contest. Orme entered a local contest sponsored by
the West Pottawattamie County Extension Service. Orme received his
plaque from Ray Prohaska, western regional sales manager, at an
Asgrow/O’s Gold lowa award program March 7 at the Holiday Inn Gateway
Center in Ames.
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It can't happen two years in a
row—can it?

Apparently it can. Black cutworm
moths have been active throughout
southwest Iowa this spring. Significant
catches of moths in pheromone traps
have been reported in counties
including West Pottawattamie, Harri-
son and Shelby.

Based on trap counts reported to
County Extension Directors Carroll
Olsen of West Pottawattamie, Duane
Feltz of Shelby and Gary Guge of
Harrison, the potential does exist for
enough cutworm activity to damage
corn seedlings this spring.

When pheromone traps detect a
significant - moth flight, 300 degree
days have to accumulate before
cutworm larvae begin cutting corn
seedlings.

This spring significant moth flights
occurred in southwest Iowa from April
4 through April 21. Using this method,
Iowa State University Extension
Service entomologists anticipate cut-
worm problems by the first week of
May, perhaps as early as April 30.

In West Pottawattamie County,
twelve farmers, each with two
pheromone traps, have been reporting
moth activity. “We consider eight
moths in a trap in a two-night period
to be significant,” says Olsen. “That
means we've had almost one contin-
uous significant flight.”

Olsen added that nine of twelve
participating farmers had reported
significant: flights, ranging as high as
30 moths in one night or over 40 for a
two-night period.

Return of the cutworm . ..

Those cooperating in the trapping
program in West Pottawattamie have
included Dave Dittmer, Minden; Dave
Storjohann, Minden; John Witt, Min-
den; Randy Williams, Crescent; Gary
Geise, Underwood; Jim Sealock, Coun-
cil Bluffs; Bill Hiller, McClelland; Bob
Adkins, Council Bluffs; Craig Sudmann
Council Bluffs; Tom Kenkel, Council
Bluffs; Mark Schnepel, Carson; and
Ken Strohbehn, Council Bluffs.

Harrison County’s trappers have
experienced a similar range from 0 to
40-plus moths caught in a two-day
period. Each participant, however, has
reported at least one significant catch.

In both Harrison and West Potta-
wattamie Counties, each cooperating
farmer placed two traps of differing
design. Participants in Harrison Coun-
ty include Jack Wholers, Missouri
Valley, Marion (Mick) Maguire, Logan;
Steve Ingwersen, Persia; Warren
Christy, Modale; Jim Rains, Logan;
Lyle and Tom MecIntosh, Missouri
Valley; Roger Barry, Woodbine; Mike
Greenwood, Logan; Everette Wohlers,
Jr., Missouri Valley; and Karol King,
Mondamin.

In Shelby County, which is not
participating in the trap comparison
program, cooperating farmers include
Ed and Gloria Mills from Prairie Rose,
Mark and Maria Wingert at Panama
and Charlie Leuck near Harlan.

Feltz reports that the most signifi-
cant catches have been near Harlan,
both by Charlie Leuck and by Jeff
Lansman, who received a trap from
another source. The highest catch is 31
moths by Lansman.

West

“The degree of severity can vary a
lot in a given area,” said Feltz.
“Generally, it seems to be strongest in
Western Iowa and tapering off toward
the east.”

Pottawattamie County Extension Director
Carroll Olsen [left] and Dave Dittmer of Minden
inspect one of two pheromone traps located at the

This early projected first date of
cutting means cutworms will become
active during normal planting dates
for this area.

Marco Buske, Extension Area Crop
Production Specialist, says, “This
suggests some corn may be cut off by
cutworms either before or just as it
emerges. Should this happen, it may
not be possible to scout for damage
and apply rescue treatment in time to
avoid stand losses. Under such

~eircumstances a preventive treatment

Dittmer farm. The traps attract cutworm moths and
can be used to help determine if cutworms will be a
significant problem.—Gazette photo

than a broadcast application of a
synthetic pyrethroid. Synthetic
pyrethroids (Ambush, Pounce, Pydrin)
are registered for broadcast applica-
tions and can be tank-mixed with most
corn herbicides.

[3] Moths will lay their eggs just
about anyplace, but there is a distinet
egg-laying preference for weeds. Crop
residues are substantially less attrac-
tive to the female moth than weeds
but are more attractive than bare soil.
This suggests tillage can have an
impact on cutworm. populations. Till-

can be justified. =~ — ==

Buske points out that the Extension

Service pheromone trapping program
is by no means all-inclusive, explain-
ing, “Although traps indicate moth
activity is widespread, we also know
cutworm problems will vary consider--
ably from one location to another.”

The following guidelines should help
corn producers evaluate their situation
and determine management options:

[1] Continuous corn producers will
most likely apply a soil insecticide at
planting time to control corn root-
worm. They should also consider a
product with activity against cut-
worms.

[2] No-tilled corn should be consid-
ered a high risk, especially where
weeds were present during moth
flight. Granular insecticide applied at
planting time may provide control for
a longer period but is more expensive

FgEtem- [o fourteer d4ays before

planting will substantially reduce
existing cutworm larval populations.
These fields will also be less attraetive
to egg-laying moths. Tillage just prior
to planting will have little effect.

The cold weather experienced April
14 and 15 probably had little effect on
cutworm survival, although it did slow
down cut-worm development. The
trapping program is expected to
continue approximately two more
weeks.

Corn producers with questions
concerning cutworms or other crop
production concerns can contact Olsen
at the West Pottawattamie County
Extension Office, 325-5551; Feltz at
the Shelby County Extension Office,
755-3104; Guge at the Harrison County
Extension Office, 644-2105; or Buske
at the Council Bluffs Area Extension
Office, 328-0077.



Good Morning

* Western Iowa — Mostly sunny
today; highs around 50; northwest
winds 15 to 25 mph. Clear to
partly cloudy tonight and Mon-
day; lows tonight in the upper
:20s; highs Monday in the mid-40s.
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‘Farmers Encouraged to Heal Erosion-Scarred Land

- This* land in northwest Pottawattamie

Gounty, lowa, illustrates the problem federal
officials hope to address in a new incentive

program to remove erosion-prone land from

crop production. If national projections hold
“true, Nebraska and lowa farmers could be
—

paid an estimated $97 million this year for
planting grasses and trees and for keeping
more than 700,000 acres out of production.
Within five years, 9 percent of Nebraska's
cropland and 14 percent of Iowa’s could be
placed in the conservation reserve. Above,

Tim Bottoms, a planner in the Council Bluffs
office of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service,
examines eroded land near a drainage pond in
Boomer Township. For details and a map of
acreage that be affected, see Page 1 of

" the Midlands News Section.
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Landowners in the northeast comer ol York Township, an area comodng
around the intersections of G-30 and L-66, have been ‘invited to an lowa"
2000 soil conservation meetlng Tuesday at th0‘=Mlndon Unltod "’Church“‘
Christ. : wi:- st o it

On February 11, 1986, the lanﬂ Church of Christ.
owners in the northeast quarter b{ . Each landownerwxllrecelveafolder
York Township (see map) will partici-. which contains soils information,
pate in a soil conservation meeting -present soil losses and alternatnve
held at 1:30 p.m. at the Mmden Umted conservauon measures.

' or changes in the program to*mtk 'lt“‘

' aid in gemng the-Towa 2000 pr

shrgte naii

. The West Pottawattamie: Soil -

Conservation District - Commissioners
felt that a special emphasis on
conservation ‘- treatment in this area
- would benefit the landowners;  since
studies - by the Soil = Conservation
Service showed a need. for: addmonal
. conservation practices.:

Gentle slopes' create-an xllus:on of
low soil losses, but they are present in
many cases exceeding 15 tons’ per. acre
per year. AT

The Commissioners are hoping: the
folders will generate interest in
developing a ' conservation plan for
each ‘farm and applying ‘conservation
‘measures on:the land. To help apply
terraces, the West Pottawattamie Soil
Conservaiton District has set aside

' $15,000 of its fiscal year 87 cost-share
funds for the York Township area.

The purpose of Iowa 2000 is to

vreduce ‘the excessive erosion from all

= VNl i Towa by "'the" Year "2000.
i ® - This program was started by

ﬂma‘cemmmsﬁﬁ 51 tn i-esBo

¥ a'statewide hearing in 1979'on eﬁ g

" Towa soil conservation prog'rams
Commissioners can n '

~work: better m local dlstmcts [
- businesses Qnd orgamzatlons mny

: started :
The Iowa 2000 program has dra o
lot of assistance from. the: S oil .
‘Conservation Servnce, “the Iowa go-

o’f operative Extension Service.and the

Towa Departme#t of Soil Conservation.
These dgencxei alsp- -provide - some -
educatiomand ip:usmation on conserva-’ ;
tion programs that are available.
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John Fischer elected

January 2, 1986, the West Pottawat-
tamie County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Commissioners held their first
meeting of the year to elect new
officers. This year’s district chairman
is John Fischer. He lives near Neola in
Neola Township. John was sworn in as ||
a District Commissioner in 1983 and
last year held the possition of Vice
Chairman. Charles Angeroth is Vice
Chairman this year. He lives in Hazel
Dell Township and was elected to a |
full 6-year term as commissioner in !
1984. Gary Thien of Lewis Townshlp is ||
our Treasurer. Gary is a (farm ||
manager at the Council Bluffs Savings
Bank and is filling the unexpired term
of C.W. (Mac) McManamy. Mac retired
as commissioner in 1984. Clint Goos,
"eg Creek, was Chairman for West

sttawattamie for the last two years.

1984, Clint was also .elected to a
rear term as commissioner. Mark
wnepel and Mac McManamy were
wointed to serve as assistant

missioners during 1986.
g = |

d
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Approved Bids

$75-Highest bid

$40-Highest bid
86 Farms

9,199 Acres
$310,334-Total cost|

65 Farms
13,482 Acres

g wm‘a
oIS Bium, 4 yash)

. $52-Highest bid
$589,428-Total cost |

WiV PANA

134 Farms
10,976 Acres
$751,365-Total cost |

$90-Highest bid
184 Farms
5,191 Acres
$403,365-Total cost

$85-Highest bid
100 Farms

4,338 Acres
$334,760-Total cost
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120 Farms
8 8,181 Acres

. Source: U.S. Department of Agrict

$60-Highest bid

$411,295-Total cost | |

_ § $70-Highest bid
#144 Farms

11,218 Acres :
$708,145-Total cost{

$65-Highest bid
202 Farms

14,692 Acres
$825,937-Total cost
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5,754 Acres
$436,794-Total cost
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World-Herald

Highest bid, number of farms, acreage and total cost . . . listed for Reserve Program districts in Nebraska and Iowa.

B idding to Reopen May 5

Land-Idling Sign-up Disappointing

Washington (AP) — The Reagan ad-
miftistration and conservationists are
chagrined at the low initial sign-up for
anzambitious new land-idling program
that so far has yielded less than 20 per-
cefit of its goal.

In Nebraska, 42,080 acres of cropland
on415 farms will be set aside for at
least a decade as part of the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture announced. In re-
turn, the farmers will receive about $2
million in government payments this
year.

In Iowa, 742 farms were accepted,
idling 40,951 acres at a cost of $2.7 mil-
lion.

The two states’ acreage is part of
838,356 acres on 10,307 farms nationwide
accepted into the reserve, Department
officials announced Friday. The gov-
ernment had planned to retire 5 million
acres this year.

“It’s disappointing,” said Daniel
Weiss, a Sierra Club lobbyist who was
among those pushing for the program in
last year’s farm bill. “There’s going to
have to be a much better sales job done
by the Agriculture Department.”

Poor Understanding

Agriculture Secretary Richard E.
Lyng — blaming the poor showing on
lack of understanding by farmers —
said he would reopen registration for
the program May 5.

“We expect the response to the pro-
gram will be more favorable at that
time,” Lyng said.

The program, viewed by conserva-
tionists as the most significant devel-
opment in U.S. soil conservation efforts
in 50 years, is aimed at taking out of
production the nation’s most vulnerable
40 to 45 million acres of cropland over
the next several years.

Peter Myers, department underse-
cretary for conservation programs,
said he believed farmers were ‘“‘test-
ing” the new program to see whether
the federal government would accept
relatively high bids to get land out of
production.

“Now they'll realize we’re not going
to take these astronomically high bids,
and those who really want to get into
the program will resubmit bids,” he

said. “I hooe we’ll make it.” =
Each landowner submitted a bid to
tha Aarienltnral Stahilization and Con-

servation Service for the amount of an-
nual rent he or she would accept in
return for idling that erodible land.

The rental fee considered acceptable
by the government varied with local
land prices and the productivity of the
land.

Bids were received from 44,480 farms
for 4.8 million acres, but many of those
bids were too expensive to be accept-
able, Myers said.

The bids accepted by the department
from 10,307 farms ranged from $5 to $90
per acre, with a national average of
$41.82.

As expected, officials said, the cost
per acre idled tended to be hlghest in
the Midwest and lowest in the South-
west.

Bill Steinkruger, ASCS program spe-
cialist in the Nebraska office, said he
did not know exactly how the Agri-
culture Department decided which bids
to accept, reported United Press Inter-
national.

“That was a Washington decision,”
he said. “It wasn’t made here.”

Some farmers who submitted low
bids may be disappointed by the range

of bids accepted, Steinkruger said.

Although one western Nebraska bid
was as low as $1845 an acre, the
highest accepted from that area was
$40 an acre, he said.

In eastern Nebraska, where the gov-
ernment will pay up to $70 an acre for
annual rent, he said, the lowest bid was
$35an acre.

Colorado Leads

Total annual cost of idling the ac-
cepted acreage will be $35 million na-
tionally, far less than the ultimate an-
ticipated annual cost of §1 billion.

Under the program, only land that
has been used to grow crops in at least
two of the past five years, and which
has been classified as highly erodible,
will be idled for at least 10 years.

The acreage must be planted with
protective vegetative cover such as
trees or grasses. The government will
pay half the cost of establishing that
cover. )

Leading entrants in the program, by
acres, were Colorado, 97,063; Minne-
sota, 79,008; Missouri, 49,375; Kansas,
47,437; Nebraska, 42,080; Iowa, 40,951;
Georgia, 40,027; and Mississippi, 37,875.

Program Acres Listed by State

The Associated Press

Here, by state, are the numbers of
farms accepted for entry into the soil
conservation reserve, the total acres
and the annual cost. States not listed
had no accepted bids:

Midwest:

linois, 540, 21,466, $1.3 million; Indi-
ana, 157, 4,714, $223,000; lowa, 742, 40,-
951, $2.7 million; Michigan, 108, 4,545,
$223,000; Minnesota, 1,079, 79,008, $3.8
million; Missouri, 637, 49,375, $2.4 mil-
lion; Ohio, 107, 3,071, $184,000; Wiscon-
sin, 424, 12,592, $705,000.

Northeast:

Maine, 26, 976, $39,000; Maryland, 8,
271, $11,000; Massachusetts, 3, 33,
$1,400; New Jersey, 4, 49, $2,500; New
York, 87, 3,331, $167,000; Pennsylvania,
93, 2,463, $110,000; Vermont, 1, 8, $400;
West Virginia, 3, 80, $3,300.

Northwest:
Alaska, 2, 1,691, $61,000; Idaho, 45, 9,-

345, $309,000; Montana, 46, 16,612,
$518,000; Nebraska, 415, 42,080, $2 mil-
lion; North Dakota, 112, 15,950,
$495,000; Oregon, 69, 21,073, $921,000;
South Dakota, 136, 12,841, $468,000;
Washington, 80, 22,722, $1 million;
Wyoming, 7, 4,151, $115,000.

Southeast:

Alabama, 456, 35,757, $1 million; Ar-
kansas, 160, 11,035, $475,000; Florida,
157, 12,629, $321,000; Georgia, 832, 40,~
027, $1.3 million; Kentucky, 382, 24,436,
$1.2 million; Louisiana, 33, 2,959,
$105,000; Mississippi, 665, 37,875, $1.1
million; North Carolina, 182, 5,423,
$215,000; South Carolina, 276, 11,940,
$337,000; Tennessee, 716, 30,470, $1.3
million; Virginia, 114, 2,867, $112,000.

Southwest:

California, 19, 8,716, $405,000; Colo-
rado, 214, 97,063, $3.4 million; Kansas,
681, 47,437, $2.1 million; New Mexico,
115, 33,962, $1 million; Oklahoma, 170,
28,815, $1 million; Texas, 161, 30,170,
$930 000; Utah, 40, 7,313, 8254000
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The Conservation Reserve, a USDA
program designed to remove erodible
land from rowerops, was announced

. earler ~this month ‘as‘'Secretary of
Agriculture John Block termed it “the
most comprehensive conservation pro-
gram this country has ever seen.”

Locally, the program will. be
administered primarily by the Agricul-
ture Stabilization and Conservation
Service (ASCS) and the Soil Conserva-
tion Service (SCS). The Extension
Service, Soil Conservation District,
County Conservation Board, Iowa
Conservation Commission, and others
will help with the program.

“We don't have complete program
details or rules yet,” says Norma
Tradel, executive director of ASCS for
West Pottawattamie County. “But, we
have received preliminary information
and can answer many of the questions
a farmer might have on this program.”

Under the program, farmers may
submit bids to the ASCS on their
highly erodible land. The winning
bidders will then be asked to sign a
10-year contract requiring them to
take the land out of crop production
and plant it to grasses and legumes,
wildlife plantings, or trees.

Farmers will receive yearly rental
fees for the 10 year period, as well as
half the planting costs for establish-
ment of ground cover.

“Plans now call for a sign-up in early
March for this year, and another

DI
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 Conservation Reserve should
remove erodible land from rowcrops

question and answer

sign-up this summer for 1987," says
Mrs. Tradel.

Cropland is eligible for the program
if it's in capability class 6 or higher, or

if it’s in capability class 2 to 5 and is |

eroding at a rate more than twice the
tolerance level for the soil involved, as
specified by SCS technical guidelines.
On most soils, that means erosion
rates above 10 tons an acre.

ASCS determines whether the land
qualifies as cropland. Basically, it's
land that has been planted to produce
an annual agricultural commodity at
least two of the 1981 through 1985
crop years.

Bill Hammitt, District Conservation-
ist for SCS in West Pottawattamie
County, says using the soil survey is a
good way to see if your land meets
erosion qualfications. “The soil survey
lists capability classes for each soil.
We can also help determine erosion
rates and consult with landowners
about the reserve program if they’ll
call or stop by the office.”

All agencies involved plan to have
information
sheets available on the program soon.

“Already we’re hearing rumors and
misconceptions about the program,”
Hammitt says. “One is that there are
some so-called average bid figures
being put out. We want to stress that
the bidding process will be just that.
A farmer should bid what he thinks is
the right price for himself. There are
no pre-established bid prices.”
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Neola family welcomes Soviet agronomist

The John Fischer family of Neola
had an extra member for ten days
recently: Sergei Ivanovich Pavlovich
of Byelorussia was staying with the
Fischers as part of a Young Agricul-
tural Specialists Exchange Program
between the United States and the
Soviet Union.

The program, which is coordinated
in the United States through the
National 4-H Council, was recently
reinstated after six years. The first
such exchange was conducted over a

four-year period from 1976-1979 and

included forty-six men and women
from the United States and a similar
number from the Soviet Union.

John and Mary Fischer read about
the need for host families in a
newspaper, applied, and were selected
as one of the Iowa host homes.

The four Soviet specialists taking
part in the exchange arrived for
orientation in Washington, D.C. on
August 5, then traveled to Iowa for
orientation and a visit to the State
Fair before joining their host families,
On Sunday, they regathered at Ames
where they will remain at Iowa State
University until September 3.

After a stay with host families in
Wisconsin and a week of travel, they
will stop back at the National 4-H
Council _.in. Washington, D.C. for
consultation and evaluation.

The Fischers have already made
their own evaluation and say the one
thing that stands out in their minds is,
“People around the world are more

alike than they are different.”

Adds John, “We all have the same
basic wants and needs—food, shelter, a
better future for our children.”

“This is a very good program,” says
Sergei. The Fischers say he hopes the
program will help improve the
situation between young agricultural-
ists in the United States and the
Soviet Union when they learn more
about how each other lives.

As the Fischers were driving to
Denison to meet Sergei for the first

time, they agreed it was “the biggest

blind date we've ever been on.”

They were hoping to broaden their
own cultural experience and learn
more about the Soviet Union, which is
so often in the news.

The blind date was a success. Asked
what things he liked most about his
stay with the Fischers, Sergei grinned
and said simply, “All!”

He especially enjoyed working on
the farm with John—and John adds
that he especially enjoyed the help!
The Fischers farm 690 acres, raising
corn, beans, cattle, hogs, and a garden.

Sergei also toured Blue Star Foods,
the Cargill grain elevator, Younker-
man Seed Co. and was a guest of the
Rotary Club in Council Bluffs for
lunch; visited the trial gardens and
radio station KMA in Shenandoah;
toured Mercy Hospital (where Mary is
a nurse), Midlands Mall and local
supermarkets; and even tried his hand
at baseball for the first time at a
picnic.

Although Sergei had studied English
for only four months, John says, “He
was very personable. We were able to
overcome the language barrier. He
was very well-read and we've talked
about everything you ecan think of
from international tensions to “How
did you meet your wife?”

Sergei, 30, and his wife Valentina,
23, have a six-month-old daughter,
Polina. They live in Minsk, the capital
city of Byelorussia.

_Byelorussia is the

fifth largest

_repyhlic in the Soviet Union, with-a

population of about nine million, over
one million in Minsk.

It is bordered on the west by Poland
and in this century was ravaged by
two world wars and the Russian Civil
War. After World War II, it was
devastated and a period of hunger
followed until resources could be
rebuilt. Both Sergei’s grandfathers
were killed during the conflict.

John and Mary Fischer report that
the continuing progress of Byelorussia
is rebuilding and working toward a
better future is very important to
Sergei and to his work.

Says Mary, “He is very proud of his
country and the plans to improve his
country. It is very important to him
that he is helping to improve his
country.”

Sergei’s specialty is potato research,
working to develop strains especially
suited to Byelorussia, where a million
hectares produce twelve to thirteen
million tons of potatoes each year.

§-5-5%
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Soviet agronomist Sergei Pavlovich [right] enjoyed the opportunity to work
alongside host John Fischer. Fischer combines livestock and crop
operations on his farm near Neola. —Gazette photo

Mary Fischer, Tony Fischer, Sergei Pavlovich and
John Fischer shared family life for ten days recently
as part of an exchange program

States.

for young

The Fischer _
pictured] daughters Anne and Emlly.—Gazetta\phgto

agriculturalists in the Soviet Union and the United

family also includes [not

Sergei grew up on a collective farm
which his father has managed for 27
years. A graduate of the Grodno
Agricultural Institute, he worked as
senior agronomist on a collective farm
for two years before beginning
postgraduate studies and work as a
junior researcher.

A member of the Young Scientists
Council, he is presently a research
scientist at the Byelorussian Research
Institute of Potatoes and Fruit and
Vegetable Growing.

Mary brought out a potato for
comparisons, and Sergei explained
that at home the potatoes are rounder,
have a more golden color and
shallower eyes, and have a higher
starch content. He also says they taste
better, drawing grins from the
Fischers.

Sergei was impressed by Iowa’s
climate and growing conditions. Byelo-
russia is further north and, interest-
ingly, as close to Canada as to
Mongolia.

He enjoyed seeing firsthand the life
of a farmer and meeting the “good,
simple souls” in the area. He adds, “I
like to work together with John and I
like to sit around the table in the
evening and talk.”

Some .of the things he is interested
in learning more about during his stay
in the United States are research and
techniques used here in selection of
potatoes and other agricultural crops,
including the use of computers; the
industrial processing of potatoes; and
more about the economic: relationship
between farmers and agro-industrial
firms.

Both Sergei Pavlovich and the
Fischers feel it is important for people
in the United States and the Soviet
Union to learn more about each other’s
lifestyles.

“When he compared the two
lifestyles,” says John, “communism
versus capitalism, he really defended
his system from the standpoint of all
people being equal and not having the
wealthy making money at poorer
people’s expense. Whereas we think of

. capitalism as a system that offers you

the opportunity to better your
situation in life.”

As Sergei said of ‘the exchange
program, “It is-a good way to
introduce people in the Soviet Union
and the United States to different
ways of lifs.”



Conservation efforts honored

UNDERWOOD — Approximately
150 people gathered here Monday
night to honor conservation-minded
farmers, landowners and farm man-
agers for their efforts in protecting
Iowa’s soil.

Awards were presented in nine
categories at the West Pottawattamie
Soil Conservation District annual
awards banquet held at UMBA Hall.

““We do this every year to recognize
people for doing ra %ood jo of
conservation on their farms,” said
district conservationist Bill Hammitt.
“And by recognizing them, we hope
we promote conservation and en-
courage other people to do a good job
on theirland.”

THE AWARDS and their recipients
were:

* Owner-operator: Keith and Bett
Gunderson of Neola. The award,
Hammitt said, goes to someone ‘‘with
high quality conservation work on

B =

their farm ... usually someone that
has pretty well completed all that
needs to be done.”

* New cooperator:: Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Barrier of Council Bluffs. ‘“This
goes to a landowner that has just
become a cooperator (with SCS
programs) in the last year,” Hammitt
said. ‘‘Someone that has had their
first plans drawn up and most of the
work of that plan has been done.”

* LANDLORD-TENANT: Robert
Sweeney, Aurora, Colo., landlord, and
Tom Eitmann, Treynor, tenant. This
award honors ‘‘a landowner and
tenant who work together to develop a
conservation system on the farm to
control erosion,” Hammitt said. “A
lot of times this means the con-
struction of terraces on the landlord’s
part and contour or no-till farming on
the tenant’s part,”” Hammitt said.

¢ Farm manager-landowner-tenant:
Leo Bell of Farmers National Co. in

Omaha, farm manager; Erna Burger
Trust, owner; and Jerome
Messerschmidt, Neola, tenant. A new
category in Iowa, this is similar to the
landlord-tenant award, Hammitt said,
“except there is another party in-
volved who has to be willing to spend
the time to get a conservation plan
done for the farm and work with the
owner to make sure the money is
gvailable to get the conservation work
one.”’

¢ ELDON RAVLIN Memorial
Award: Mr. and Mrs. Don Larsen,
Underwood. The award, named for the
late soil conservation commissioner,
honors “‘the top conservation farm in
the district,” Hammitt said. “We try
to pick people who have best com-
pleted a conservation system on their
farm.”

* Jzaak Walton Windbreak Award:
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Geise, Underwood.
People with windbreaks five years old
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or older that “do a good job protectlng
what they were designed to protect”
are nominated by counties for state
competition sponsored by the Izaak
Walton League, a national conserva-
tion organization, Hammitt said.

* No-Till Corn Yield Contest: Mick
Ring, Neola, 201.03 bushels per acre.

* No-Till Soybean Yield Contest:
Charles and Darol Jensen, Neola,
53.87 bushels per acre.

“WE HO our own no-till yield
contest,” Hammitt said, “since there
is no state contest specifically for
no-till.”” The growers usually do
compete in the Iowa Masters contest
under the general conservation cate-
gory, he said.

* John Fischer was awarded a
“Distinguished Service as a- Commis-
sioner” award for serving the SCS
from 1983-1987. Fischer resigned the
SCS post when he was recently elected
to the ASCS county committee.




Area sixth graders enjoy Environmental Field Day at rowhead Park near Neola

Ronda Elias and Arlon Jensen [on the left] were two of the Tri-Center High
School students who helped instruct area sixth graders in archery at the
Environmental Field Day held last Friday in Arrowhead Park.—Gazette
photo

Conservation officers Doug Clayton and Eric
Sansgaard taught gun safety in one of nine different
workshops offered throughout the day. In the
evening, students enjoyed a cookout, performed skits

demonstrating what they had learned, and enjoyed
professional storyteller Duane Hutchinson of Lincoln.
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fﬁo‘oil Saving Suggestions

Question: Can you
explain what government
agencies are involved in
Soil Conservation and what
each one’s job is; I am
always confused by the
difference between SCS,
ASCS, Districts, and the
DSC.

Answer: The task of Soil
Conservation in Iowa is so
large that .many levels of
government ure involved in
protecting - this valuable
resource. It all starts at the
local level with the Soil
Conservation District.
Governed by a board of five
commissioners, the district
encompassed a county-wide
area with the exception of
Pottawattamie which has
two distriets. It is where
your decisions are made
and priorities are set for
your soil conservation
program.

In order to carry out its
program the district
receives help from the
State and Federal Govern-
ment.” The Jowa Depart-
ment of Soil Conservation
(DSC) appropriates money
for commissioners
expenses, supplies, and
most importantly it admin-
isters _a cost-sharing - pro-
gram for conservation prac-
tices. It also provides each
dlstnct with a clerk-
secretary and a soil conser-
vation aid. The money for
cost-sharing is appropriated
to each district to be used

AL e
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under the authority of the
district commissioners.

The Soil Conservation
Service (SCS), a federal
agency in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, pro-
vides technical assistance to
the district through person-
nel, equipment and office
facilities. SCS provides
each district with a Soil
Conservationist (District
Conservationist) who
manages the office and sees
that the program is proper-
ly carried out.

Another federal agency
involved in Soil Conserv-
ation is the ' Agricultural
Stabilization and Conserv-
ation  Service (ASCS).
ASCS offers a number of
programs such as commod-
ity = loans, target price
supports, ete.,, but the
agriculture conservation
program (ACP) is the
segment that offers cost-
sharing to farmers for the
installation of conservation
practices. It is similar to
the state  cost-sharing
program. SCS is involved in
design and installation of
the practices for this
program. -

If  the  organization
sounds complex to you,
you're right. No matter
how complex though, it is
an effective network of
people working together
toward a common goal of
putting conservation on the
land where it benefits us
all.
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