ARNUAL REFURT
DES MOINES COUNTY S8OIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
STATE OF IOWA
Period Ending December 31, 1953

The Des koines “ounty Soil Conservation Uistriot submits its report
of the very eventful year of 1953, Although short handed during the spring
and early summer, 8 groat deal of conserve iom practices were apylied on
the land during the year.

b summary of practices applied shows 2684 eores contoured, 2.0 miles
of terrsces and diversions, 28 ferm ponds constructed, 13 erosion control
structures, 20 miles of tile laid, 1 mile of open drain diteh, L1 acres
of pasture renovation end 30,000 feet of hedge row plantings.

in sddition to practices applied, 53 basie plans were approved by the
Commiesioners snd 31 farmers were sdded as Initial end Advanced conserve-
tion a;reements.

iore siles are going up snd belag filled with legwme grass for winte:
feed. The lemgtheniag of rotation has provided mors hay and rotation
pasture and many farmers are finding lamd actually produeiug more meat or
milk to the aere.

Pasture improvement has heen inoroasing euoh year snd meighbore of
Cooperators are takiag up the practice of rencvatiou.

' Jore farmers are feeding cattle on grass thin informer years.

The Distrioct agein ccoparsted with the Surlington ‘hamber o ‘cumerce

on its smnual conservetion sontest. Farmers snd their wives, that heve

excelled in some phese of the ccnservefion progrem are iavited to ma



e

annuel dinner and presented with & token of reco nizstion by the Chamber.
The Distriet supplements these with a small prize to each of the winners.
A program of interest to formers will begia about 10300.

This year Jim “allece will be the speaker in %o morning session
and snother is scheduled for the ufter dinuer speache ?n dimaer will be
held en Jamuary 29, 19%54. In conjunction with the roeognition- of soil
sonservation contestents, four larmers will be pressnted certificates of
merit, cwarded “.ew se the Les Mpines comty wingers ia the Soil Conserva~
tion Achicvement Awards program for lowa farmerse. Also, the winrers in the
snnual 10 sore corn yield contest will e recogniszed at this seme gethering.

There will be some 150 to 200 pecple present at the institute and dinner.

Considerable time is spent on discussion of practices, inspection of
- gites and designing of structures for ACP participents, that ere never
constructed. This tands to reduce the time for Distriet Cooperators er
complete programs ‘or the Isruse

The technicisn is very often rogquested to check tile up to the amount
paid for by the PMi but not ssked even %o look at edditions] tile deing
installed on the same s m or oven in the ssme ields The coutact with
AeFrogram of FiA does have tho sdvantage of techmlelens wseting and inter~-
esting cdditionnl Zsrmers in conserwsiion, snd in improving the quality of
application of comservation prectices applied to the land.

The loe:l 48C office hec set up funds for use Ly the (8. liowever,
due to the competitive we ¢ scale in this eres .t hes been difficult to
employ edequete helps The Listrict hes emjoyed very fine cooperation om

the part ol the lecal 10 oflice.
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The Uommissionors d ring the yeor were Chairmen Xenneth Redfern with
Hugh Jemison and Homer Woodward the two other memberse lhe Secretary is
James O, Hodges, Extension Ulirector, forece Sutton Yre is tressurer, f. He
Audsley, Farm Plsuner end Jack Jacobs is the Conservation Add. ]

inginserin: Specialist Harold K. Bandelius, operating in thres counties,
is loested at the looal office. This should increase ‘ohn'onglmaring work
in the county end give the local 508 etaff sddiitionsl help sa engineering
problems.

Due to the reorganization of the “(5 the Diastrist lost the local
Pletriss vonservationist whorelieved the remeining loeal techuicinn of
& groat deal of the adwinistration and reporte of the loeal office. We
also lost, ia the shuffle, an “@0 Ulerk aad repleced her with a clerk paid
from State funds which leaves ug very little Htale money to hire em ald to
help in layout worke The Listriet has beem quite short heanded in 1955 and
will be & little worse off im 1954

We Commissioners hope for mere fevorable weather for the coustruction
of terraces in the coming year snd the cont.uuwed yearly nchsno ian the
number of permanent ponds and structures and pasture reuovation.

Hespectfully submitted,

DES WOLNES COUNTY SOLL CONS RVATION DISTRICT




