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RELEASE JANUARY 14 

The Evangeline G. Bovard Avard for achievement of high pro-

fessional skill in the field of nursing will be presented to the 

outstanding nurse for 1957 at Letterman Army Hospital, Capt. 

Lenora Bo Wieriok, a Californian, by Col. Robert Skelton, USA, 

Retired, founder of the award, at a special command ceremony in 

the Letterman Theater on January 14. 

The Bovard Award, vhich will eventually be worth $1200 

to the reoipiente, was established in April, 1957 by Colonel 

Skelton in memory-of hie late wife, Evangeline G. Bovard, a for-

mer Army nurae with an outstanding record of service before and 

during WWI. The award is the first of its kind, honoring an 

Army nurse for profee•ional achievement, to be bestowed. 

Colonel Skelton set aside $25 1 000 last April to perpetuate 
\ 

the memory of his \life vho passed away at Letterman Army Hospital 

in December, 1955. The interest is to be presented to the nurse 

(or nurses) demonstrating the highest degree of professional-com-

petence in maintaining the superior standards of the Army Nurse 

G'orps. 

This year's recipient of the award, Capt. Lenora B. Wierick~ 

was nominated along with others by a committee of Letterman nurses. 

The final selection vas made by a committee including the Command-

ing General, the Chief Nurse and the Executive Officer of Lettermano 

Captain Wierick was commissioned in the Arrrry Nurse Corps during 

WWII. She served with a front line field hospital in Germanyo 
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Bovard Award ad 1 

During the Korean Conflict, Captain Wieriok received the 

Bronze Star for tireless devotion to duty while serving in the 

forward areae with a Mobile Surgical Hospital. 

Since her assignment at Letterman in 1954, Captain Wierick 

has demonstrated her nursing skills in the oa~e of paraplegic and 

acutely ill patients, aiding immeasurably in their rapid recovery. 

She has initiated routines and procedures which have been 

adopted throughout the hospital which accomplish a higher degree 

of care for the seriously ill patient. Her instructjon of hospital 

personnel in the use of medical aids has aided in the continuation 

or high standards of care at Letterman. 

For the past three months Captain W1er1ok has been attending 

the University of San Francisco under the A~'s Final Semester 

Plan, and will receive her B.s. degree in nuraing in June. 
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THE EVANGELINE G. IDVARD A\olARD 

. . 

The Evangeline G. Bovard Award was set up in April 1957 by Colonel 

Robert; Skelton, USA, retired, in memory of his wife Evangeline Bovard 

Skelton, through the establishment of an indowment trust fund of assets 

totaling approrimately $25,000. 

Annual earnings from this fund will be awarded to nurses of Letterman 

Array Hospital demonstrating the highest degree of professional competence 

and maintaining the superior standards of the Army Nurse Corps. 

This award is the first of its kind ever to be bestowed upon an Arrrry 

Nurse for professional achievement. 

Evangeline Gertrude Bovard was a member of the Amy Nurse Corps from 

January 1912 until February 1916, and from July 1916 until August 1917. 

.. " 
During her first tour of duty she served a brie! time in The Surgeon General's 

Office, Washington, Do Co, then transferred to\Letteman Army Hospital where 

she served several morrths until ordered to duty in the Philippine Islands. 

She married Colonel Skelton, who now is a San Franci8co resident, in 

1917o 

Mrs. Skelton vas born in 1883 in Trivoli, Illinois, and died Dec 29, ,. 

1955, at Letterman Army Hospital. She is buried in the Golden <fate Cemetery, 

Presidio of San Francisco. 

She is survived by a Slister, Florence Young of Mamont, Pa., and two 

brothers, Floyd Bovard of Coplay, Ohio, and Paul Bc1Vard of Mansfield, Ohio. 

She was a member of the D.A.R., Washington, Do c. Chapt;er. 
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Recipients of the award are selected by the Commanding General, the 

\ 

Executive Officer and the Chief Nurse of Letterman Army Hospital in accord­
\ 

ance with the wishes of Colonel Skelton. 
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BIOGRAP.BICAL DAT ON C • LENORA B. rlEIBICK 

Capt. Lenora B. Weirick waa elected to be _the first recipient of the 

Evangeline G. BoY Alfal'd because of her outstanding oare ot acutel;r ill 
.. 

pat;ients • her inva ble contributions to the improved are o£ paraplegics 

and her ability to inatl'Uct and tre.:ln corpsmen that they may become highly 

p:ro.ticient 1n the care of neuro-surgery and paraplegic patients. 

During her tenu ot duty at Lsttezman Al"'113" Ho:Jpital !'rom her saign­

ment there in July 19.$4 until she began her final semester at the University 

of S FranoiBco last Sept;ember, she was assigned as a gene%'1111. dttty nurse 

on the neuro-eurgical and the eye, r, nose and throat wards. 

SPECIFIC ACOOMPLISHMENTS --- .. 
She contiml&Uy hawed outstanding abilities in general nursing care . 

and her keen obserYati.on and skillful nursing care of acutely ill patients, 
\ 

both neuro-eurgical and others, aided buneasurabzy to their aore rapid 

emery. Le.rgeJ.T through he:r efforts and skill, the post-injury and poet ... 

operative COJIPlicatio common to nauro-surg1cal patientcs ere reduced to 

a minimwll. Her ability to instruct corpsmen in the difficult nursing 

problems or the patierrlis great:Qr added to the high standards of special 

She not o~ ap t Jr111.C4 ott-duty time in :preJBring the Foster a!ld 

for neuro-surgio&l and other 
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cla& ea to inatl'tlc:t 

Ptteventing use of l:1:mb8, but ahe also held 

pro~ wae of: Fost frames, emphaau--

in« e.fety preca~10t'U!I and the proper •nner of orienting patients to allay 

~heir tears. 

In additio 1 capba:iJl Weirick CQmpiled the procedure book for the care 

Oh. has beco e an invaluable guide and reteren 

t 

s with traobeOto ies which iS less traumatic to 
I . 

~he tissuee and le s irritating to the patients. 

BA.OKGB:'>UND 

Paul A. Pier 
. 

of 915 Sunset Drive 1n San C rlos, Captain Weirick is a native of Iowa. 

She 1s a graduate of he st • .Joeeph Academ;r and the MA'Ir'lftv Hospital School . 
of llursing of Mo1rlea. She was on the sta'rf at Merey befoN entering 

at Sohi Gener&l Hospital, Clirlt&n, 

patients. 

She jo the 66th Field Hospital in No ber 19441 went with it to 

Scot~d, then spent everal mont;bs with the 66th on the frOnt llnes in 

·er~~~~~nr. The captain left Fran in ·August 1916 for <iut,y at .KaYo Gene 1 

Ho pital, G&lesb nUnoia. In September 1946 she began transport duty. 

on to BremerbaV , Genna.cy. 
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Captain We11'ick left Amy en-ice in June 1947 to joitl th~ sta:C.t of 

the VA Hospital at Sheepshead. Bq,B.rooklyn, New York. 

A ,-ear later she l"e&rdiered the .ANC to spend three .months on duty at 

4iavy Genel'&l Hoe i~ at Hot Springs before joining the l6let 

'80S5th Mobile A:rmy Surgical Hoepital {MASt) 1n Korea. 

It wae While With the 805Stb MASH that Captain Weirick received be 

Bronze star, the citation tor vhich reads as follows: " ••• Captain We~ck1 

a member cf the &bile ArnJ3' SUI'Iical Hospital, 6055th Army Unit 1 is cited 

for meritorious se.nice in connection with mUita.ey- operationB against an 

"" -.~n~ e ffllt:/' in Korea during th period 6 April 1951 to .. 22 April 1952. 
" 

Se as a Gene N.J. ll'Ul"H, d ponsible for providing the be~ possible 
\ I 

care tor the nuael"mlB patient.s etitrusted to -her, Captain Weirick consistently 

camed out he aulti!arious dtdii an exeaplar,y manner. Her outstanding 

technical skill, COl1lpa8Bion&.te regard .tor the weltare ot her charg 1 and 

tireless devotion to dutiy eamed her the deep respect and -~..~. ...... " 11 

those witb whom shew rked and cont 

by her h 1 tal in 

rende:red by Captain Weirtck t~ this period aa .. 
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tm.all.:y fvtbered the eaue of ttte ·Uftited atio 
. 

great credit on herselt and the military service." 

in K rea and reflects 
0 

She lett Korea in April 1952 to repolt for duty at on Capbell, 

Ke kT. where she stayed until -.ssigned to Letterman. 

... 

While at Fort Campbell~ Captain Weir1ck began her night school courses, 

whiCh aA8 oontimled at the Universit~ of San Francisco. Last September she 

a full-t3e s tudetrt at USF on the Army's FinalS ester Plan to 

fo 
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