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LETTERMAN ARMY HOSPITAL
San Francisco, California

RELEASE JANUARY 14

The Evangeline G. Bovard Award for achievement of high pro;
fessional skill in the field of nursing will be presented to the
outstanding nurse for 1957 at Letterman Army Hospital, Capt. .
Lenora B, Wierick, a Californian, by Col. Robert Skelton, USA,
Retired, founder of the award, at a special command ceremony in
the Letterman Theater on January 14. :

The Bovard Award, which will eventually be worth $1200
to the recipients, was established in April, 1957 by Colonel
Skelton in memory-of his late wife, Evangeline G, Bovard, a for-
mer Army nurse with an outstanding record of service before and
during WWI. The award is the first of its kind, honoring an
Army nurse for professional achievement, to be bestowed.

Colonel Skelton set aside $25,000 last April to perpetuate
the memory of his wife who passed away at L;tterman Army Hospital
in December, 1555. The interest is to be presented to the nurse
(or nurses) demonstrating the highest degree of professional com-
petence in maintaining the superior standards of the Army Nurse
Gorps.

This year's recipient of the award, Capt. Lenora B. Wierick,
was nominated along with others by a committee of Letterman nurses.
The final selection was made by a committee including the Command-
ing General, the Chief Nurse and the Executive Officer of Letterman.

Captain Wierick was commiseioned in the Arﬁy Nurse Corps during
WWII. She served with a front line field hospital in Germany.

(FOR RELEASE JANUARY 14) (more)
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Bovard Award ad 1

During the Korean Confliet, Captain Wierick received the
Brongze Star for tirg;ega devotion to duty while serving in thel
forward areas with a Mobile Surgical Hospital,

Since her assignment at Letterman in 1954, Captain Wierieck
has domonstrated her nursing skills in the care of paraplegio and

acutely il1 patients, aiding immeasurably in their rapid recovery,

She has initiated routines and procedures which have been
adopted throughout the hospital which aceomplish a higher degree
of care for the seriously ill patient, Her instruction of hospital
personnel in the use of medical aids has aided in the continuation
of high standards of care at Letterman,

For the past three months Captain Wierioi\has been attendiné
the University of San Francisco under the Army's Final Semester

Plan, and will receive her B.S. degree in nursing in June,
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THE EVANGELINE G. BOVARD AWARD

The Evangeline G, Bovard Award was set up in April 1957 by Colonel

" Robert Skelton, USA, retired, in memory of his wife Evangeline Bovard

Skelton, through the establishment of an indowment trust fund of assets
totaling approximately $25,000. X

Annual earnings from this fund will be awarded to murses of Letterman
Army Hospital demonstrating the highest degree of professional competence
and maintaining the superior standards of the Army Nurse Corps.

This award is the first of its kind ever to be bestowed upon an Army
Murse for professional achievement.

Evangeline Gertrude Bovard was a member of the Army Nurse Corps from
January 1912 until February 1916, and from July 1916 until August 1917.
During her first tour of duty she served a brief time in The Sufgeon General's
Office, Washington, D. C., then transferred to'\I:ettemn Army Hospital where
she served several months until ordered to duty in the Philippine Islands.

She married Colonel Skelton, who now is a San Francisco resident, in
1917,

Mrs. Skelton was born in 1883 in Trivoli, Illinois, and died” Dec 29,
1955, at Letterman Army Hospital. She is buried in the Golden G'#e Cemetery,
Presidio of San Franciseo, _ $ el

She is survived by a sister, Florence Young of Mamont , Pa., and two

" brothers, Floyd Bovard of Coplay, Ohio, and Paul Bovard of Mansfield, Ohio.
. She was a member of the D.A.R., Washington, D, C. Chapter.
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Recipients of the award are selected by the Commanding Genenl, the

Executive Officer and the Ghief Nurse of Letterman Amy Hospital in accord-

ance with the wishes of Colonel Skelton,
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 BYOGRAPEJUAL DATA ON CAPF. LENORA B, WEIRICK

Capt. Lemora B. Weirick was selected to be the first recipient of the
Evangeline G, Bovard Award because of her outstanding ocare of acutely ill

patients; her :&malhble contributions to the improved eare of paraplegics

and her o.bilif.y to instruct and train corpsmen that they may become highly
proficient in the care of neuro-surgery and paraplegic patients.
- Dnrlng her temn of duty at Letterman Amy Hospital from her quign-

ment there in July 1951 until she began her final semester at the University

of Sam Francisco last September, she was assigned as a generd duty nurse
on the néiro-sumical and the eye, ear, nose and throat wards,

SPECIFIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

s
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She continually showed outstanding abilities in general mursing care

e SR

and her keen observation and skillful nursi,\ng care of acutely ill patients, -

both, nenro-surgieal and cthers, aided dmneasurably to their more rapid re-
covaiy. Lu-zaly through her efforts and skill, the post-injury ard mlt-
operative eoupuczbiou common to mm-aursicll patients were reduced to
a minimum, Hey ability to instruct corpsmen in the difficult nursing

problems of these patients greatly added to the high standards of special

s

‘ She not only spent mmuch off-duty time in preparing the Foster and
Stryker frames (special bed frames used for neuro-surgical and other
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patients with apeciﬂi p&o‘blull pmcdbing use of limbs, tmt. lhe also held -
'ehuoo to instruct pqnonne}. m the pmt use of rmg- tm, ampm.u-

ing aafcby premtim and the pmper uunor or onenting pat:l.ents to allay'
their fears. i 8 3 : »_;g’ .
In tdditinn, Guﬁrd.n mx oonpiled the procedure book for the care

of neum-curgical pltiulms m has. become an :lmalmblo tuido and reforeneo

book for those workiug on the nenro-surzinll ward, and she inititbed a rou-
tine for auctioning wm wﬁ.h tmchabtonies which is leaa tra\mttic 'bo
the tissues md Laaa irritlbing to the, patients

(“4

Although now ucanﬂomim. the step danihtar ‘o:'r Hu. Paul A, Pier
of 915 Sunset Drive in San O;rlosé Captain Wﬂéirick‘ is a native of Towa.
She s & graduate of&hest. Jyseph Academy and 'tho Ha;ny Hospital School
of Nursing of Des Hoima She was on the sta"f\f at Merw;y before emtering

the Army Nurse Corpe in !hrch 9Ll

Her first Auﬁr “d.gnmut was at Schiek Geneﬂll Heﬁpital, Glil‘kﬁn;

‘Im, where she begtn her many years of earing for um—tumul pmbiuws.

- She joined the 6&;:1 Field Hospital in Ngvember 19hh, went mn :& to

Seotland, then speub aevenl morbhs with ‘tha &6th on the fyont lines in

Gemmany. The oaptaig ln!t France in August 1945 rordutyatmyoﬂenem;
Hospital, Gd.ub\u“ nmmu In Sopbamber 1946 uM‘ ‘began tltMport dnby

onWAmmMmm@:mklmwmw Brem:Mw'}Gemm
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tht.u.in Hoiriok left Amy service in June 1947 to jaia the staff of

 the VA Kwpital at Shespshead Bay ;Brooklyn, New York,

4 A year later she reentered the ANC to spend three months, on duty at

. ‘the Axmy-Navy Generel Hos-ital st Hot Springs béfore joining the 16lst

Station Hospital et Stpporo, Hokkadido, Japan., In March 1951 she joined

. 'the 80S5th Mobile Ammy Surgical Hospital (MASH) in Kdrea.

" BRONZE STAR
4

Tt was while with the 8055th MASH that Captain Weirick received the

Bronze Ster, the citation for which rcads as follows: ",., Capbain Weirick,

+ als.
o '
S

a member of the Mobile Arny Surgical Hospital, 8055th Aymy Unit, is cited
for meritorious service in connection with military operations against an
armed auiw in Korea during the period 6 April 1951 to.22 April 1952.

Saniu as & Genanl Nurse, and mponsibla for prdﬂding f.he besgt pusible

care for. the mmereus patients entrusted t.o \har, Captain Weirick conaiatenbly
caryied out, her multifarious dut.in in an exemplary manner. Her ocutstanding
technioal skill, oompuaiontte regaxﬁ ror the welruv of her charges, and
tireless devotion to duty earned hor tho deep respect and Mlon of all
those with whom she vorkod tnd cont.x'Med immeasurebly to the success

,tohidnd by her hespital in mm its lii‘o-eaving mission, l‘h.

Afﬁ
mriiorim servige rendered by Gaptain Weirick th&wghovb tbil poriod ma-
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terially furthered the cause of the' United Nations inK_res and reflects
grest credit on herself and the military service." .

&e left Korea in April 1952 to report for duty at FOI'B Cupblll.
Kemtucky, where she stayed until assigned to Letterman,

. While st Fort Campbell, Captain Weirick began her night school courses,
which she oontimed at the University of San Frencisco. Last September she
began as 2 fulletime student at USF on the Amy's FinalSemester Plan %o

minhcrdqree a B.8, in Nursing.

»* axe will finish her courses &t S.F. this month, then report to Goupw
for duty thon.
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