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Milford farmer renews interest in conservation methods 
By Susan Reiser 
Editor 

Lyle and Bonnie Overocker, rural 
Milford farmers, are joining the 
move to employ. more conservation 
tillage . methods in their farming 
operation. 

Overocker, a 30-year farmer, is in 
the process of changing to ridge 
tilling, the process of building ridges 
on 1,470 acres of land for the 1986 
planting season. 

The Buffalo cultivator, which built 
the ridges this fall, was purchased 
this past spring. Overocker and 
hired assistants, Dave Schwaller 
and Bill Cook, are in the process of 
installing duals on the combine to 
straddle these newly developed 
ridges. 

Less water and wind erosion and 
less compaction of heavier soil are 
the two. main advantages of using 
ridge tilling compared to the con-

ventional farming methods. 
The disadvantage, Overocker 

said, was the cost involved in getting 
started in the ridge till program. 

"The six-row cultivator cost 
$6,000. I would have liked to have a 
12-row but couldn't justify the ad­
ditional expense. The duals on the 
combine cost $3,200 and I spent 
another $2,000 for the tires. Already, 
I'm at $11,000 without the planter 
conversion, which is about $600 a 

LYLE OVEROCKER, left, and Clarence Call, right, 
examine Overocker's cornfield in southeast Dickinson 
County. Overocker has started a move towards ridge 

planting for the 1986 season. Read the accompanying 
story for more details about his operation. <Photo by 
Susan Reiser> 

50th anniversary of conservation 
movement marked this week 

This year . marks the 50th an­
niversary of the fo.rmal soil con­
servation movement in our country. 
Some farmers have been practicing 
soil conservation for. most of that 
time, and they are fortunate. 

They are fortunate from the 
stewardship standpoint; we all 
should leave the land in better 
condition than we found it. But they 
are also fortWlate from a dollars and 
cents angle. 

Most people ag.ree that soil erosion 
is a long-term problem and that soil 
conservation, at least for the. more 
expensive practices, is a long-term 
investment. That's because it takes 
time for soil erosion to get topsoil in 
a condition where yields begin to 
auffer. 

In. many instances across Iowa, 
enough topsoil has been lost that 
crop yields are beginning to suffer. 
Over time, that continued and in­
creasing erosion and yield drop 
costs more than you might think. 

For example: consider the results 
of a 1D-bushel of corn per acre loss. 
On unprotected land, a 10-bushel per 
acre yield drop could reasonably 
occur over 30 years. Add in the costs 
of. more fertilizer and power, and 
you could be talking about a drop in 
returns of $30 an acre 30 years from 
now. 

If you lose $30 in 30 years, the 
average loss each year is $1 an acre. 
But r~member, soil losses ac­
cumullte. Each_year'a flloss is in 

addition to all the previous losses. 
What do you think you will have lost 
over that 30-year period? 

Think of it as putting money in a 
jar, each year putting in one. more 
dollar than the year before. 

It's $1 the first year .. . $2 the 
second year . . . and $3 the third 
year. The total loss in three years is 
$6. Mter 30 years, can you believe 
the total is $465? 

So over 30 years, using the 10 
bushel yield drop figure, you have 
lost a total of $465 an acre. On 100 
acres of cropland, that's a $46,500 
loss! Something to think about. 

A yield loss of a few bushels of 
corn over the years might not seem 
like much. But a gradual yield drop 

(Conitnued on .page 2) 

row, for. my 7000 John Deere Maxi­
Merge planter," Overocker ex­
plained. 

To offset the disadvantage, 
Overocker and District Soil Con­
servationist Clarence Call said that 
the use of ridge tilling should 
produce higher yields at cheaper 
production costs. 

"Ridge tilling is growing in 
popularity," Call said. "Several 
young farmers are becoming in­
terested. The expense is sometimes 
the prohibiting factor," Call added. 

In addition to ridge tilling, 
Overocker is also involved in other 
soil conservation practices. 

This past spring, Overocker was 
instrumental in installing 1,500 to 
2,000 feet of waterways and in the 
past years has installed ap­
proximately 3,000 feet of waterways. 

Since 1977, Overocker has planted 
50 to 60 trees in a farmstead wind­
break surrounding the couple's 
home. 

Although Overocker has been 
farming since 1955, he hasn't been a 

conventional farmer every year 
since that time. About 15 years ago, 
Overocker started till planting, 
another conservation tillage method 
he employed for seven years. 

"I quit that when I felt I was 
getting too many acres to stay with 
that practice. I feel it was a mistake 
now to change back to the con­
ventional. methods but I did," 
Overocker said. 

With his new ridge till operation, 
Overocker plans to split applications 
of fertilizer in the cornfield only, 
band at planting and follow up with a 
side dress at first cultivation. 

Overocker discovered the ridge 
till program through talking to other 
ridge till farmers in Dickinson 
County, reading farm . magazines 
and through the local Soil Con­
servation Service Office, in Spir.t 
Lake. 

More information about ridge till 
farming and other conservation 
tillage . methods can be obtained 
from the Soil Conservation Service 
Office, in west Spirit Lake. 

LYLE ud BONNIE OVEilOCKEil 



Terraces for 
erosion control 
By Dennis Rustinan, 
SoU Conservation Technician 

Terracing continues to be a very 
much needed erosion control practice 
in Dickinson County. There are many 
acres of land in the county subject to 
erosion that should be protected with 
conservation practices. Terraces cut 
soil losses dramatically and offer long 
term protection for the soil. Terraces 
also improve water quality and 
prevent silting of road ditches. 

A tile outlet terrace system works 
by reducing longer slopes into several 
shorter ones and by removing excess 
surface water. Terraces are laid out 
parallel, on the contour, or can 
sometimes be built parallel to 
existing fence lines or roads. They are 
also spaced to fit different equipment 
sizes. 

There are three basic types of 
terraces; narrow base, grass-back, 
and broad base. The narrow base 
terrace is not farmed on either side, 
but only takes a small portion of land 
out of production. With this terrace, 
the intake is next to the toe of the 
terrace making it easier to farm. 
Narrow base terraces cost 40 percent 
less to build than grass-backslope 
terraces. 

Grass-back terraces are farmed on 
the front slope only. The backslope is 
seeded down to grasses to protect it 
from erosion and also provides a 
wildlife cover. When the terrace is 
built, it will produce a flatter area to 
farm. This type of terrace is 
recommended on 5-14 percent slope. 

The third type of terrace is the 
1Jroad base. This type does not take 
any land out of production due to both 
~ides being farmed. The broad base is 

,.recammended on sl to 5 pereent. 
'The cost of this type of terrace is the 
most expensive. 

There is cost sharing available for 
building terraces. Up to 75 percent of 
the cost can be paid by state and 
federal funds. If you are interested in 
having terraces built on your farm or 
would like more information on them, 
contact the Soil Conservation District 
Office in Spirit Lake. 

DAPCO 
AUTO 
PARTS 
817 Lake St. 
Spirit Lake 

CALL 
336-2214 

ORE IS OPEN: 
Monday-Friday 
7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Saturday 
7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Fiscal Year 1984 · 1985 

District's IM Budget 

Receipts 
Allocation from State Soil 

Conservation Committee ................ $ 2,370.85 

Disbursements 
Commissioners' mileage, meals and hotel · 

while attending meetings out of town .... $ 
Office supplies and expense .............. $ 
Total Disbursements ..................... $ 

111M Budget (State Cost-Share) 

Receipts 
1983-1984 Allocation from State Soil 

1,549.46 
821.39 

2,370.85 

Conservation Committee ................ $25,479.00 

Disbursements 
Total Spent ............................. $22,195.71 
Released to State Soil Conservation 

Committee ............................ $ 3,293.29 
Total Disbursements ..................... $25,479.00 

Receipts 
1984-1985 Allocation from State Soil 

Conservation Committee ................ $27,226.00 

Disbursements 
Total Spent ............................. $11,730.51 
Total Obligated .......................... $ 8,240.00 
Total Unobligated ........................ $ 7,255.50 
TOTAL .................................. $27,226.00 

Propane Gas Load! 

GRAIN DRYERS 
and 

HOME 
HEATING 

S 1.00 First Year 
Tank Lease 

Give us a call on Gas Pricing, 
and ask 

about our Corn Drying Special. 

Ferrellgos 
2310 15th Street 

P.O. Box 261 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 

712·338·1389 

'. '.' .. ,.' . 
.l 

Formerly 
NORGAS Propane 

Soil conservation 
Continued from page ONE 

over 30 years because of soil erosion soil conservation office about. 
mounts up to substantial losses. Ther~'s one in every county, and the 

Better yet, something to see your help IS free. 

Observe National Soil 

Conservation Week Sept. 15- 21 

''I ge more from every ton 
of silage I put up 

with Pioneer® brand 1177 ~ 
silage inoculant.'' 

University and Pioneer research results prove 
it ... an average 3-to-1 return on investment 
from silage fed to beef cattle and an 8-to-1 
return for dairy cattle with silage inoculated with 
Pioneer., brand silage inoculants. 
• Less heating 
• Better palatability 
• Longer bunk life 
• Faster and easier unloading 
1177 silage inoculant is the best silage additive 
investment you can make. No other silage in­
oculant has the research "proof" that 1177 has 
to back it up. 
So, before you put up your silage, see 
your Pioneer salesman, and start getting more 
meat or milk from every ton of silage you put up. 

See or Call: 
Estherville, Frank Kramer 
Lake Park, Don Goodell 
Milford, Howard Titterington 
Ocheyedan, Dennis Bremer 
Terril, Darial Determan 
Spirit Lake, Dean Hummel 

l~ ~~-~!!~· 
PIONEER. brand products are sold subject to the terms and conditions 

of sale which are part of the labeling and sale documents. 
Pioneer is a brand name; numbers identify products. 

®Registered trademark of Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., 
Des Moines, Iowa, U.S.A. 
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Farmers eligible for agricultural conservation program 
By Larry D. Lago, 
County Executive Director 

WHAT IS ACP? 
ACP is a federally assisted cost­

share program which emphasizes the 
identification and solution of soil, 
water, and woodland conservation 
and pollution abatement problems on 
agricul~rallands. Further emphasis 
is placed on completion of enduring 
conservation practices to solve these 
problems to protect and improve the 
nation's food and fiber producing 
resources. ACP is authorized by the 
Soil Conservation and Domestic 
Allotment Act, as amended, the 
Rural Development Act of 1972, and 
Title X of the Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection Act of 1973. 
ACP cost-shares with farmers and 
ranchers the cost of conservation 
practices to protect basic soil, water, 

ASCS 
Report 

wildlife and woodland resources. 
However, greater emphasis than in 
the ACP cost:sharing with problems 
ACP cost-sharing with problems 

. i-
ronmental Policy Act. ACP is 
available in all agricul~ral counties. 
ELIGIBILITY: Farmers and ranchers 
are eligible for cost-share assistance 

up to 75 percent of the cost of 
conservation and pollution abate­
ment measures to be carried out on 
agricultural lands. Practices for 
which cost-sharing is available are 
those developed by the farmer­
elected county committee in consulta­
tion with the county program 
development group with approval of 
the State ASC committee and the 
Secretary. 

Practices may be approved by the 
county ASC committee only after 
assurance that cost-sharing will be 

Here in our farming 
community we have 
a special opportunity 
to help, through the 
use of soil conserva­
tion practives ... help 
conserve our land, 
for a tomorrow~bright 
with prosperity. 

FARMERS COOP 
ASSOCIATION 

Phone 336-2281 
Jackson, MN Spirit Lake, lA 

for carrying out enduring soil and 
water conservation and pollution 
measures that farmers and ranchers 
would not perform without this 
assistance. 

HOW OPERATED: ACP is admin­
istered by ASCS with technical and 
educational functions provided by 
Soil Conservation Service, Forestry 
Service, Extension Service and other 
agencies. Farmer-elected county 
committees manage program activity 
at the county level. State ASC 

committees supervise state programs 
and provide overall direction and 
guidance for efforts in planning and 
coordinating the program impact on 
soil, water, woodland conservation 
and environmental pollution pro­
blems. 

FARMERS'S SHARE: Private 
investments by farmers in the cost of 
carrying out practices equals or 
exceeds federal input. The incentive 
provided by the federal cost-share 
stimulates private investments and 

l:lrings practice accomplishments that 
would not otherwise result. 

For the 1985 fiscal year in 
Dickinson County, 58 farmers with 
various conservation problems have 
applied for cost-sharing assistance. 
These conservation practice needs 
vary from permanent vegetative 
cover establishment to terrace 
systems to field windbreaks to 
farmstead windbreaks to minimum 
tillage to sodwaterway to establishing 
wildlife habitats. 

ACP BENEFITS PUBLIC: ACP 
maintains and improves basic soil, 
water, woodland, and wildlife 
resources and help!> assure a 
continuing adequate supply of food, 
fiber, and timber for America's 
fu~re. , 

In emergencies caused by flood, 
drought, hurricane, earthquake, and 
other na~ral distaster, Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) funds 
are also available for restoring 
damaged farmland. 

DON'T LET THOSE WINTER WINDS 
WHISTLE THROUGH YOUR ;HOUSE THIS YEAR. 

~~~~wv~® 
INSIDE MAGNETIC INSULATING WINDOW 
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~ .. =.:~.=.==.==.J:_. _ Here's what you lose 
• Cold air blows in through the cracks 

~.:=·.=·.=.:.:.::: ... :: aroundddyour window all winter long. If you a up the crack space around the 
:·:·:·:· moving parts of your window, it comes 
·:·:·:·: out to be 12 sq. inches. Just like having 
:;:;:;:: a hole this big right through the middle 
:•:•:•:: of your window. The cold air blowing in 
!:= ••• l:;··.l:;··.·:;;: through this ho1e can account formore 

than half of the heat loss through your 
winc)ow. -

t::::~:: 
:;::~:: 

Elll::l! 
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If you add an aluminum storm window, 
it only reduces the effective crack space 
to a hole this size. 
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ll~~lll the crack space is reduced 
~~==~ to a hole this size 
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SATISIFIED CUSTOMERS 
Many thousands of homes, schools, banks, and office 
buildings have installed MAGNETITE"' with dramatic 
results. Most home owners are experiencing greater com­
fort and a 2 to 3 year payback. MAGNETITE" has become 
one of today's great investments. 
MAGNETITE"' is covered by a five year warranty, and the 
Federal Government has also approved them for tax 
credits. 

Here's how it works 
MAGNETITE is easliy installed on wood, steel or aluminum 
window! 

The MAGNETITE utilitzes a continuous strip of flexible per· 
manent magnetic material and ABS Polymer to attach the 
acrylic glazing. This forms a double-glazed insulating 
system. The magnet is drawn to a color-matched steel strip 
backed with adhesive that is attached to your window 
frame. This approach not only reduces conductive heat 
loss, but creates a tight magnetic seal around the entire 
frame of the existing window that eliminates cold air 
infiltration. 

How Effective 
The infra-red photograph 
(thermography) shown 
below traces heat escaping 
from the front windows of a 
home on a typical winter 
early evening at 30°. Heat is 
shown in light areas. Dark 
spots represent cold or no 
heat loss. As you can see , 
lower windows with 
aluminum storm windows 
register substantial heat 
loss. The upper windows 
equipped with MAGNETITE 
windows shown very low 
heat loss. 

(Dark object above is a telephone 
pole in front of the house. Light 
across top and sides show heat 
escaping from eaves and other unin· 
sulated areas.} 

WE DO IT 
BETTER!! 
•Install Windshields 

• Emergency Glass 
Service 

•All Glass Repair 

•Screen Repair 
·•Locksmith Service 

roo'SAFES·hoRM fire\1 - • office 

mm::m~u~m::mJma~J~~~=i~ili;~~~i~~~~~~~~ II 
·c;;p~;;--•M•p.e .. -.,u .. ~ ...... wuA .. , rrJS D~':NT 

THE MAGNETITE window will out-lo~k rnA~~~ I! GLASS 
and· out-perform any other conventional ;§>-~/,; ~ 1sos um Ave, spirit Lake 

·type insulated window. c>---~ I I I I II' 336-1050 



Consider 
both soil 
and water 
a, Clarence Call, 
Dlltrlct Conservationist 

Dickinson County considers water 
qll&lity more than the average Iowa 
oounty. That is because of the 
presence of the Iowa Great Lakes. 
Good water quality should be 
considered as high on the priority list 
as keeping the topsoil in place. In 
fact, the two go hand in hand. The · 
practices that hold down soil erosion 
also contribute to cleaning up the 
surface water. 

Let's consider conservation tillage, 
or leaving crop residue on the soil 
~urface. as a dual purpose practice. 
Wben the rains come, the stubble or 
stalks break the force of the raindrops 
aDd prevent them from loosening the 
soil particles. The residue also slows 
the water down - reducing its erosive 
effect. The water also has a much 
better chance of soaking into the 
spongy mat of crop residue than it 
would a bare soil surface. Conse­
quently, the water that does reach the 
lakes will be carrying less silt than it 
would otherwise. 

But what if the water comes in 
large amounts, say three or four 
inches in a 24 hour period? This is too 
mach for crop residues to handle on 
sloping land. Then we should 
consider a terrace or other structure 
to hold back the excess water and 
release it through an intake and 
underground tile system over a 
longer period of time. Most of the 
sediment is held behind the terrace 
aDd only the cleaner water is 
delivered to the lake or stream. This 
is using a system of conservatio.Q. 

~ ~~""'"""'""" Jlldeticc~ o c ec sedimentation and 
improve water quality. 

All conservation practices within 
the lakes watershed have this dual 
purpose. Many think of soil 
coaservation practices as having only 
that single purpose, but they really do 
improve the water quality as well. 

9 High Discharge 
Mixers 

Radio Dispatched 
Correctly Proportioned 

By Weight 
Sack Cement 

Portland & Masonry 
DELIVERED ANYWHERE 

READY FOR USE 
SAND • GRAVEL 

Free Estimates 
low Prices 

REINFORCING RODS 
-WIRE MESH 

-EXPANSION JOINTS 

[ ::s:70 336-2142 r 
. SPIRIT LAKE 
READY-MIX CO. 

Next to Great Lakes 
Shopping Center 

1985 

ASCS PROGRAM ASSISTANTS Include, left to dght, DODDa Treharne, 
Cindy Lilienthal, Ruby Caskey and Pat Acheubacfl. [Photo by Susan Reiser] 

AREA PERSONNEL 
David W. Beck, Area Conservationist 
Richard W. Hall, Civil Engineer 
John P. Vogel, Resource Conservationist 
Judith R. Rathel, Area Clerk 
Margaret L. Walker, Area Clerk 

NATIONAL FARM SAFETY WEEK 
Sept. 15-21,1985 
National Safety Council 

MHRINSURAN 
DICKINSON COUNTY 

MUTUAL 
Spirit Lake 

336·1262 
Lake Park 
832·3210 

Milford 
338-2654 

.Windbreaks guard against 
blowing soil, snow 

The obvious values of a farmstead 
windbreak is protection of farm 
buildings from blowing soil, snow, or 
general high velocity wind damage. 

But there are other reasons. One 
experiment in Montana found that a 
herd of cattle protected by wind­
breaks averaged 35 lb. of gain more 
during a mild winter and lost lO'h 
lbs. less during a severe winter than 
an unprotected herd. The windbreaks 
reduced the wind chill factor, or 
combined effects of wind and 
temperature on body heat loss. 

Studies show that windbreaks cut 
wind velocity by 35 percent to 75 
percent, depending on tree density. 
This protection extends a distance of 
from 8 to 15 times the height of the 
trees downwind from the windbreak. 

If your trees were 25 ft. high, they 
would protect a feedlot as long as the 
windbreak and 250 ft. wide, for· 
example. It could also protect your 
home and reduce home heating costs. 

The cooling effect of trees in hot 
summer months makes the wind­
break equally valuable then. Trees 
absorb large amounts of water from 
the soil. As some of this water is lost 

thru leaves by transpiration, it cools 
the surrounding air. A single mature 
tree with a large amount of total leaf 
surface provides a cooling effect 
comparable to several home air 
conditioners I 

Windbreaks are used in areas with 
a high wind erosion hazard to protect 
immature crops from strong, hot 
winds as well as reducing the 
movement of topsoil. These wind­
breaks also help hold snow on crop 
fields, increasing spring soil moist­
ure. Studies have shown increased 
production in fields protected by 
windbreaks over unprotected fields. 

The best planting time for 
windbreaks is in the spring as soon as 
the frost is out of the ground. Wind­
breaks should be protected from 
livestock. 

Cost-sharing is available on farm 
windbreaks and wildlife areas. 
However, you must plan your wind­
break with SCS technicians to secure 
this cost-share assistance. Stop in the 
SCS office during the winter months 
for assistance in planning your wind­
break. 

·DAN 
KENOBBIE 
CONSTRUCTION 

VER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Complete Soil 
Conservation Services ••• 
Quality Dozer, 
Scraper, 
Motor Grader 
Backhoe Work. 

SPECIALISTS 
IN SOIL .CONSERVATION 

Terracing • Waterways 
Dam Construction· 

~ w 262-1683 

Dan Kenobbie Construction 
All Types of Cleaning 

and Leveling 

R.R. Greenville, Iowa 



District Soil Commissioners 

INGWERSEN 

ERNESTSKOW 
RETIRED COMMISSIONER 

~5Jse~n9 
Changing 

Dynamic 
Agriculture 

•Plant Food 
•Chemicals •Feed 

•Petroleum •LP (Bulk) 
•Farm Supplies 

C-D Farm 
Service 

Spencer, Ia. 262-4205 
Spirit Lake, Ia. 336-5050 
Complete Farm Supply 

Service for ~ 
Clay, Dickinson, . 

O'Brien, and 
Osceola 

Counties. 

DISTRICT COMMiSSIONERS 
Orville J. Berg, Chairman 
Robert C. Ingwersen, Vice Chairman 
Charles Shorey 
Chris Hoffman 
Jared Herbert 
Maurice Dougal, Assistant Commissioner 

OFFICE PERSONNEL 
Clare!"'ce M. Call, District Conservationist 
Denn1s Rustman, Conservation Technician 
Betty Farmer, State Clerk 

Soil Conservation District 
Accomplishments 

Fiscal Year October 1, 1984 ·September 30, 1985 

Co~s.ervation District Cooperators (no. and ac.). 11 - 1 ,203 
lnd!v.lduals and Groups Assisted (no.) ....... 216 
IndiVIduals and Groups Applying Practices (no.). 122 
Resource ~an~gement System Planned (ac.) . 3,300 
Conservation Tillage System (ac.) ........... 7 191 
Farmstead and Feedlot Windbreak (ac) 1'0 
Field Windbreak (ft.) ............... : . : : : : : 4. 
Grassed Waterway or Outlet (ac.) ........... 20.7 
Terraces (ft.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 300 
Subsurface Drain (ft.) .................... : 1 '570 
Tree Planting (ac.) ........................ 1'0 
W~ter and Sediment Control Basin (no.) ..... 1. 
W!ldllfe Upland Habitat Management (ac.) ... 1.0 
Wmdbreak Ren9vation (ac.) ................ 8.5 
Cropland Benefitted by Conservation 

Practice (ac.) ................... ... ..... 7,945 

IT MAKES CENTS! 

We all need to practice 

Soil Conservation 
in order for us to keep growing and growing! 
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DOUGAL 

Our Services 
will help. Let 
us give you 
an estimate. 

DAVID W. NELSON 
Free Job 
Estimates on: 
*Earth Moving 
*Tree 
Excavation 

*Soil 
conservation 
work of all 
kinds. 

TERRIL, IOWA 

PHONE: 853·6300 
Collect after 5:00 p.m. 

THE KEY TO HIGHER YIELDS ! 

Take the first step toward higher yields with the M&W Earthmaster Con­
servation Tillage System. Control erosion by mixing soil and trash while 
breaking up the compaction "barrier" which stops root growth. Stop in 
today for more information. 

5°/o Five-Year Leasing Available 
to Qualified Buyers. 

Schierholt Implement 
J.a-_ 503 South Market ~ J 

JOHNDEEAE Lake Park, Iowa JOHWD£EIIE 

712·832·3415 712·832·3437 712-832·1031 

.. __ 111!1_ '!'OUR AUTHORIZED M&W DEALER ____ , 
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Stoltenberg, Jones, Sievers win Marc Cox annual-contest 
October I, 1984 ·September 30, 1985 

October • Twelve regular monthly 
meetings were held during the year 
84-85. Only two commissioners 
missed one meeting each during this 
year. These absences were caused by 
the two commissioners being out of 
the county at the time of the 
meetings. There was also one special 
meeting held. 

November· Robert C. Ingwersen, 
Chairman of the Dickinson SCD, was 
elected Regional Director of Region 
2, Iowa Association of Soil Conserva­
tion Districts, at the annual 
conference held in Des Moines on 
November 26, 27 and 28. Region 2 
comprises eleven counties in north­
west Iowa. Attending the annual 
conference in Des Moines from 
Dickinson County were Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert C. Ingwersen and Mr. and 
Mrs. Orville J. Berg. 

Clarence Call, District Conserva­
tionist, spoke to the Spirit Lake 2nd 
graders on ''Trees.'' He also spoke to 
the Isaac Walton League on 
November 20 on 'SCS and Wildlife 
Planning." 

December· Clarence Call attended 
a training meeting on water quality in 
Des Moines on December 4 and 5. 

Commissioners and wives enjoyed 
their annual Christmas party at Mr. 
G's on December 4. 

January • Reorganizational meet­
ing was held on January 2. Orville J. 
Berg was elected as new chairman for 
1985. Robert Ingwersen was elected 
as vice-chairman. Chris Hoffman was 
appointed as secretary and Betty 
Farmer as treasurer for 1985. 

Clarence Call participated in the 
ILCC seminar on January 7. He also 
talked on windbreaks at the Farm 
Bureau meeting held at the home of 

attended Northwest Iowa Tillage 
Expo at the Northgate Mall in 
Spencer on February 21. Ingwersen 
and Dougal attended drainage 
meeting in Fort Dodge on February 
28. Clarence Call taught the water 
quality meeting held in Primghar on 
February 26 and 27. 

March · Orville Berg, Chas. 
Shorey, Bob Ingwersen and Clarence 
Call attended an ail-day regional 
commissioners' meeting in Pocahon­
tas on March 12. Ken Bruene, Field 
Representative IDSC, attended the 

regular meeting of the commission­
ers in March. Clarence Call attended 
ail-day area meeting in Cherokee on 
March 19. Dennis Rustman attended 
ali-day contractors' meeting in 
Spencer on March 19. Iowa Soil 
Conservation books were presented 
to the libraries and the schools in the 
county by the commissioners. Comk 
books were presented to the schools. 
Chas. Shorey was nominated as the 
outstanding commissioner for Dickin­
son County in 1985. District winners 
in the annual Marc Cox Contest were 
Arnold Stoltenberg, Patrick Jones 

SoRENSEN 

DRAINAGE, 

fARM 

INC. 
Serving Area Farmers With: 

• Laser Controlled 

FARM TILING 
•Ditch Cleaning 
•Sewer and Waterwork 
•Underground Boring 

Mrs. Roger Heikens on January 8. . • 
Clarence Call, Dennis Rustman, Sorensen Farm Drainage, Inc. 
Conservation Technician, and Betty 
Farmer, Clerk attended an all. day Hartley, Iowa • 1-712-728-2415 
computer training session in Stbley ·'--------------------------....a.J 
on January 9. Robert Ingwersen, 
Orville Berg and Clarence Call 
attended Short Course held in Ames 
on January 15 and 16. 

February • Commissioners and 
Clarence Call and Dennis Rustman 

TEAMU 
with our experts 

TC gives you the ad· 
vantage of expert 
knowledge for every 
aspect of your orera· 
tion. Our staf in· 
eludes crop, chemical, 
fertilizer, seed, feed, 
petro, experts. A com· 
bination that can 
make your farm more 
profitable and effi· 
clent. ___ , ........... ,. 

I 

TERMINAL 
COOPERATIVE 

Graettinger Ph: 859·3204 
Milford Ph: 338·2416 
Terril Ph: 853-8131 

Ph: 867·4115 

HO.ME OIL CO. 

Stan Johnson Wayne Untiedt Owners 
We Sell & Service Grain Bins 

• 

& Drying Equipment . 
L P. Gas Service & 
Tank Wagon Service " 

Gasoline 
Diesel Fuel Fuel Oil e Eaton Bins IMperial Bins 

ltfHI IV I Grill Tuks Free Eltlmltts Flat SerYtce 

1832-3651) 

301 Market Lake Park, Iowa 

and Carl Sievers. Mr. and Mrs. 
James Dale Jones of Milford 
attended the annual Marc Cox 
Banquet held in Sioux City on March 
14. 

April· Jared Herbert, Silver Lake 
Township, Lake Park, was appointed 

as an assistant commissioner. 
Commissioners sold and distributed a 
total of 5,200 shrubs, 3,870 deciduous 
trees and 521 evergreens in the 
county this month. Commissioners 
gave each 6th grader in the county a 

(Continued on page 7) 

4NAPA~ NAPA AUTO PARTS 

A nENTION FARMERS 
We Stock: 

FARM FILTERS 
BELTS HOSES 

AG BEARINGS 
HYDRAULIC HOSES 

t 

2 LOCATIONS 
Hwys. 9 & 71 

Spirit Lake 
336-5118 

Mon. - Fri. 7:30-5:30 

. . 

24 Ave. W. 
Lake Park 
832-3652 

Sat. 7:30-Noon 

See Us For The Complete Job_ 
•Open Ditch 

Cleaning 
•Terracing 
•Tree 

Clearing 
• Dozer 
Work 

• Land Leveling 
• Feed Lot Construction 

• Building Site Development 
For Your Farm We Stock Culvert Pipe. 

Estherville 
Sand and Gravel, Inc. 

Giving You the Best Service for Over 30 Years! 
Call for Estimates: 712-362-3506 or 712-362-3613 
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May· Soil Stewardship Week was 
May 12 - 19. Commissioners provided 
church bulletin covers, program 
inserts and children's education 
supplements to any church in the 
county wishing them during Soil 
Stewardship Week. 

defray the costs of two Dickinson 
County teachers, Bill Maas and 
Karen VanNorman, to attend the 
OUTLOOK program in June. 

August 22. .------------------------. 

Oarence Call assisted with Oay 
County Outdoor Classroom on May 
16. 

The Dickinson County Mutual 
Insurance Company and the SCD 
commissioners sponsored the Soil 
Conservation Essay Contest. Title 
chosen was "Clean Water- What. is 
the Answer?" Winners in the junior 
division were: Julie Adams, Milford, 
first; Jeff Galbraith, Milford, Second; 
and Heidi Schoning, th: 

The commissioners co-sponsored 
the "ding darling" program conduct­
ed by the Excelsior Women's Oub. 

June - The Dickinson County SCD 
commissioners paid 1985 dues to the 
Iowa Association of Soil Conservation 
Districts, the National Association of 
Soil Conservation Districts, the Soil 
Conservation Society of America and 
the East Okoboji Improvement 
Association. Commissioners helped 

July - Commissioners and families 
held their annual picnic at Memorial 
Park in Spirit Lake on July 10. Robert 
Ingwersen and Jared Herbert 
attended "new" commissioner meet­
ing in Pocahontas on July 17. 

August - Commissioners contrib­
uted $50.00 to the Youth Leadership 
scholarship fund. Clarence Call and 
Betty Farmer attended area meeting 
in Cherokee on August 19. 25 farmers 

September - All 6th graders in the 
county attended an outdoor class­
room held at Hogsback area. This 
classroom is sponsored by district 
commissioners. Orville Berg, Robert 
Ingwersen, Chas. Shorey and Oar­
ence Call attended the regional 
meeting in Pocahontas on September 
9. Ernest H. Skow retired, after 
serving 25 years as a district 
commissioner. Jared Herbert was 
appointed to fill the unexpired term of 
Ernie. 

SOIL COftSERVftTIOn IS In YOUR HftnDS 

It's Safe, It's Smart ... 
It's Peace of Mind 

' kin1..on County 
~auing1.. !Bank 

MAIN BANK ·----.. --
1 000 Okoboji Ave FDIC 

Milford, Iowa 
338-4797 

OKOBOJI BRANCH 
Hwy. 71 

Okoboji, Iowa 
332-7717 

When you. need On-The-Farm Tire 
. Service in a hurry, just ·ca/1 us. 
We can cut your downtime down 
to size... CALL 

JOHN'S TIRE SERVICE 
24 Hour Service On the Road or Farm Service . 
Shop 712-338-2465 Home 712-338-4492 Milford, Iowa 

Practice Conservation -
Let Us Help 

You Conserve 
Your Property. 

•Site Preparation 
& Excavation 

• Dozers & Scrapers 
•End Loader 
•Backhoes •Dump Trucks 
•Dragline· • Ditching 
• Road Gravel •Sand 
•Black Dirt 

WEDEKING 
CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 336-2981 

to make 
more profit 
from eve~ 
acre!'~dY~ 

Garst Seed Company 

See your local 
Garst dealers 
about Garst 
Seed Varieties 
for this area . 

JIM VALEN 
District Sales 

Manager 
(712)-336-2964 
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The land is our · 
greatest provider. 
What we take from 
it, we must put 
back with care and 
cultivation, in order 

p i hriving. --"'""'~~~ 

Our efforts in con­
servation today wi II 
enable us to reap 
the rich rewards of 
our abundant lands 
for generations to 
come. 

Soi_l Conservation 
Is Everyon.e's Job. 

BANK and TRUST 
Member F.D.I.C. Spirit Lake 336·2180 


