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Terry and Tony McElhinney of 
Wyman are looking forward to 
exciting bass fishing in a couple 
of years. The . little bass 
fingerlings, several hundred of 
which had plenty of room in the 

1100 Bass For County 
Farm Ponds 

Eleven hundred _largemouth 
bass were stocked in five farm 
ponds in Lo1,1isa County this past 
week. The department of In­
terior, Bureau of Sports 
Fisheries and Wildlife provided 
the fish to the farmers through 
the Louisa County Soil Con­
servation District. 

The bass fingerlings wpich 
were only about one inch long 

pail, will provide good fishing 
and tasty eating in two years. 
The pond being stocked is 
located on the Dundsdale Farm 
near Wyman and was con- · 
structed as a sour~e of water for 

will grow to be six inches long by 
this fall and by the second fall 

· will be ten inches long or longer. 
Starting the second year after 
the fish ar-e stocked, harvesting 
the fish crop is .important to 
provide good fishing . This 
usually : requires about five 
hundred man hours per acre per 
year. 

Fish are stocked at the rate of 
about two hundred fingerlings 
per surface acre. The pond must 

· be one-half acre in size to be 

cattle. . Terry will be in first 
grade and Tony in thir.d gr'ade at 
Wyman Schools this fall. They 
are sons of the Hubert ' 
McEihinneys. 

eligible for stocking. 
Anyone wishing to stock a 

pond shou~d contact the Louisa ~ 
County Soil ·Conservation 
District Office for information 
and the necessary application 
forms , said Harry_ Bryant, Soil 
Conservationist. 

Pi~king up fish Wednesday 
were Mrs . Frances Dt,mn, 
Wyman, Roy L. Miller , 
Columbus Jet., Leonard Phillips 
and Wayne Reed, Wapello and 
Leroy Rauhaus, Oakville. 



·<_. Winegar 
1\n.{yn~~ Barnes (right), chairman of the Louisa County Soil Con· 

servatiort District Commissioners, presents Arnold Witnegar a 
plaque· for 25 year~ of. faithful service to the Louisa county dis· 
trlct. ·Arnold will be retiring as district conservationist in Louisa 
c6tinty. t_lre middle of September. A party ~n his honor wa~ heJ,d~at 
the,.f~o!l}al Inn in Wapello and was attended by over 100 f~iends 
and co-workers. · 

Beside; the plaque, a money tree was presented to the Winegars 
by the:p.mmissioners. The fruit of the money tree was ~ed to 
purchase a remote control garage door. 
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Named Louisa County 
·Soil Conser·vationist 

·Harry Bryant, soil con­
servation technician for Des 
Moines County since 1966, has 
been appointed Louisa County 
Soil Conservationist. Bryant 
will be replacing Arnold 
Winegar who will retire in 

, September. Winegar has beeh 
·-y ith the LC?uisa County office 

..... o liAI5. . . 

, Bryant began work in the 
Wapello SCS office in June and 
will move his family to the area· 
as soon as suitable housing is 
found. 

He is a graduate of Seymour 
High School , atten ded Iowa 
State University at Ames for two 
yea.r:s a.nd re eiv~d. his degree in 

agronomy from Western Illinois 
University at Macomb, lll ~ ,this 
month. - He worked in the 
Corydon office before going to 
Des Moines County. ~ 

His wife , Janice, is a Home 
Economics teacher at Danville 
and formerly taught in the 
Morning_ Sun schools . · 
The~ l!a·;e fivo children who 

wi ll be attending Wapello 
Community Schools this fall: D 
ean, a sophomore r Bruce, .·a 
freshman, Beth, 8th grade , 
Blair·, 6th, and Steven, 5th grade .1 

Other staff members ·in th~ 
Louisa County office are Willia , 
H. Matthews, soil technician , 
and Mrs. Fred Stone , clerk. 
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Plan bus tour to 
Farm Progress show 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 

The district soil commissioners. 
and Extension Service personnel 
have planned a bus tour to ' .the. 
F.arm Progress Show near Van 
Horne on Sept. 29, according to 

1 Wayne Barnes, ch.airman of the 
district commissoners . 

Barnes said farm operators · 
and their wives are invited. to 
go on the tour. He urged 'e~:rly 
reservations to be made b? Sept. 
27 at ·the Louisa County SCS of­
fice or at the- Louisa Coun-ty Ex­
tension Service office in Wapello. 

The cost will be approximarely 
$5 per individual. The rendezvmrs­
point will be at the Wi"pelld: 
Sale Barn at 7:44 a .m. .. 

Minimum tinage equipment 
and demostrations will receive 
major emphasis on the tour~ 
However, participants will have 
an opportunity to observe mal)y 
other kinds of equipment and 
'demonstrations. 



The earthmoving machine 
scrapes the dirt from the low 
sitle, loads it and deposits it on 
&be sloping terrace. Grass 

J 

Part of an · overall con­
servation plan on the Bill Beik 
farm north. of Wapello is 2,600 
feet of tile outlet terrace which 
has been constructed this 
summer. 

With conservation and 
pollution such vital subjects , the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation 
Service stresses the importance 
and need for such projects. This 
is the most effective way of 
keeping silt out of our streams, 
says Harry Bryant , soil con­
servationist . If we can keep the 
silt out of the streams, many of 
our chemicals will not get there 
because they attach themselves 
to soil particles, he said. 

All the water that drains off 
the field above these terraces 
must leave through a tile. The 
tile system is designed to release 
the runoff water at a slow 
enough rate that it cannot carry 
any soil particles with it. 

This terrace system was 
designed by Arnold Winegar and 
William H. Matthews who work 
for the Soil Conservation Service 
in Louisa County. ·Earthmoving 
contractor was Chuck Allgood of 
Winfield and tile contractor was 
Kenneth Springsteem of Mor­
ning Sun. 

Any farmer needing help with 
conservation projects should 
contact the SCS Office in 
downtown Wapello. 
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waterways had been 1established 
in the field for the prevention of 
erosion but with tine use of 
herbicides had been difficult to 

t 

Harry Bryant, Lmlisa County 
Soil Conservationist, <left), 
discusses the progress of a 2,600 
foot tile outlet terrace project on 
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Congressman Fred Schwengel 
points out the problem faced by 
the community due to the 
breaking off the Iowa. River 

bank on the east edge of the city. 
Pictm·ed from left are Bob 
Spence. council for the Public 
Works subcommittee, Sch-

wengel. Wapello mayor elect, 
,\rthur Bolton, and Col. Bunch, 
t'Ommanding officer of the Rock 
Island Corp of Engineers. 

Public Wol-ks Subcommittee Officials 
View Wapello Erosion Problem 

Members of the Public Works­
Subcommittee on Conservation 
and Watershed Development 
plus national and state con­
servation officials arrived in 
Wapello Tuesday ' morning by 
Helicopter to view the Iowa 

-"~~r _ .~treambank eros.ion 
tlWr. 

Congressman Fred Sc~wengel 
of the First District, ranking 
Republican on the ' Sub­
committee, headed the tour in 
the absence of · Congressman 
James Kee, chairman, who had 
a last minute change of · plans 
and was unable to attend. Ac­
companying Schwengel was Bob 
Spence, council for the' Sub­
committee. 

Driving here by auto ' from 
Rock Island was Colonel Bunch, 
commanding officer of the Rock 
Island Corp of Engineers and 
Fritz Gurley, engineer for the 
Corp. 

The helicopters sat down in the 
vacant lot at the Elementary 
Building and were met by 
Wapello attorneys, 

businessmen, and mayor-elect 
Arthur Bolton . The tour included 
a stop at the river north of the 
Iowa River bridge and at the 
problem area near the Donald 
I fa venhill residence. 

At a coffee he4l at the E.A. 
Wcklin home, W.O. Weaver 
expressed the concern of the 
community over the land lost to 
the river. Mr. Spence responded 
with the statement that he was 
·appalled by what he saw.' 
Weaver stated later that he felt 
the tour went very well and that 
our point had been put across. 

Estimates of cost of rip rap 
and jetties for the control of the 
situation are to be drawn 'up by 
Col. Bunch and forwarded to Mr. 
Schwengel. 

Schwengel has introduced a 
bill to give the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers the authority to 
handle situations such as exist at 
Wapello . Kee is co-sponsoring 
the bill . 

Other stops made by the party 
Tuesday were at Muscatine and 
Fairfield. 

--------------~-------------



Retiring ·Louisa ~ounty $oil 
Conservationist Honored · 

Wayne Barnes (right center) 
representing the Louisa SCS 
Office and the District Com­
missioners presented a 25 year 
plaque to retiring Con­
servation!st Arnold Winegar at a 
dinner in his honor Monday 
night. Looking on are (left) John 
Eckes of Fairfield and George 
<\pland (right) of Muscatine 
::::ounty. 

Over one hundred friends and 
business associates honored 
retiring Louisa County Soil 
Conservationist Arnold Winegar 
at a dinner at Colonial Inn in 
Wapello Monday night. 

His retirement the middle of 
September will mark twenty­
five years in the Louisa County 
office. Over 50 of those at­
tending the event were from 
area Soil Conservation Offices. 

Members of the Louisa County 
office staff and the District 
Commissioners, represented by 
Chairman Wayne Barnes , 

'presented Winegar with a plaque 
commemorating his service to 
the county. 

A money tree, to be used for a 
remote control garage door, was 
presented to him from friends 
and area SCS personnel. He was 
also honored with a decorated 
birthday cake with lighted 
candles for his birthday which is 
this month. 

1 
· Partlcjpating in a short 
program following . the dinner 

'was Bill Brune, Assistant State 
. Conservationist from Des 
Moines, John _Eckes , Area 
Conservationist from Fairfield, 
Marion Clark, retired area 
engineer from Fairfield and 
George Apland, District Con­
servationist from Muscatine 
County. 

Arnold Winegar graduated 
from the University at Ames, 
spent a short time in Virginia , 

and returned to Iowa to work at 
the State Hospital at Woodward. 
He earned his master 's degree 
.fn Texas and the family then 
spent three years in the Virgin 
Islands where he worked for the 
Department of the interior . On - '"1-'--r------=----~--~~ 
returning to the mainland, he 
joined the Department of 
Agriculture, spending a year at 
Newton and moving to Wapello 
in 1946. 

The couple has two sons, 
Captain Rodger Winegar of 
Lincoln, Neb. and Roy Winegar 
of Forest City. Both are married 
and have one son. Mrs. Winegar 
is an instructor in the Wapello 
School System. 

In thanking the group for the 
honor, Mr. Winegar commented 
on the fact that' although he grew 
up and went through college 
during hard times and the 
depression, he is thankful he was 
raised in a family that didn 't let 
stress hold them down. For 
instance, he said, when a 
hailstorm came through the 
area, wiping out the crops, his 
mother went out, gathered up 
the ~toiJes and made ice cream. 

'- · --
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·scs Has Help~ K 
for Soil losses s~ • ..-..... ~ 

SOIL LOSSES CAN 
BE REDUCED 

Soil losses from excessive 
rainfall can be controlled by tile 
·outlet terraces according to an . 
article·released by the American 

I 
Society of Agricultural 

· Engineers. In tests conducted by 
the USDA Agricultural · 
Research Service and Iowa 
State University the average soil 
loss from tile outlet ~erraced 
fields was less than 750 pounds 
per acre or only 5 percent of the 
soil loss that would have ocurred 
if the terraces had not been 
installed. The uncontrolled soil 
loss would have been · ap­
proximately 15,000 pounds per. 
acre. These tests wer~ con­
ducted· in four different areas of 
Iowa and on four different soil 
types. 
· Terraces with tile outlets are 
receiving increased acceptance 
as an erosion control measure 
throughout southeast Iowa and 
the cornbelt. The use of til~ to 
remove surfac~ water ponded in 
the· depression areas above 
terraces permits construction of 
parallel terrace system that can 
be farmed efficiently with 
modern equipment on hilly and 
i 611111g·' · 'topo"gra't)fiy~ Tlies·e 
terraces are designed to conta~n 
aiJd temporarily store the' runoff 
from the worst average rain that 
is expected to occur in a 10 year 
period. By temporarily storing 
·the runoff the velocity of the 
·water is reduced and soil par­
tiel~ being carried by the water 
are deposited in the ponded 
area. The excess wat'er _is 
carried off in ·24 -48 hours 
through the underground tile·. 

Over a period of years the 
, natural erosion and deposition l pr~ess that takes place tends to 
; level the ground . between 
j terraces. Farmers are realizing 
, the economics involved because 
:no. productive land is wasted-in 
·grassed waterways, expensive 
chemical and fertilizers are not 
lost from the farm along with the 
valuable top soil. 

The Soil Conservation Service c 
in Wapello will discuss with land f 
users how these terraces can be I 
'used on their land, and assist t 
with planning, surveying and e 
construction of the system. fi 
Government cost-sharing is r 
,available for terrace con- d 
1struction through the Rural 
Envi ronmenta l Assista nce· S 

1Program administered by the V 
ASCS. .. c 



Bill Matthews, <right) soil basin constructed on the John 
technician for Louisa County, Hupp farm west of Wapello. 
explains the purpose of a catch .Others pictured are Howard 

Tour Conservation Proiects 
On Louisa County Farms 

Gieselman, front, Fred Stone, 
Gaylord Elliott, John Wanfalt, 
and Harry Bryant. 

and Mrs. Harry Bryant, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Stone, ASC 
Committeemen, Ralph 
Crawford,Ray Kuntz, and Jack 
Gipple, ASC office staff, Janice

1 

Hoehle, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard 

117( 

· The end of a pleasant and 
·informat-ive afternoon. Pictured. 
'roasting "tube steaks" are 

'6·,\ 

(from left) Bernard GaJewskt,_ 
Ralph Crawford, Wayne Barnes, 
Jack Gipple, John , and~ 

IUIY 1\.Untz. 

The annual Louisa Soil Con- farm, tile outlet terraces at the 
servation District tour was held Darwin Campbell, William Beik 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 with ap- and Martin Hoeg farms and 

·proximately 15 governmental waterway structures on the Paul · 
cost-sharing projects visited. Humiston, Ralph Ball, John 
Procedures and explanations of Hupp, Melvin Jennings, Mitchell 
the problems encountered and Allen Rolin Smith and Bernard 
corrected was explained by Gajewski farms. 
William H. Matthews, soil The tour was followed by a 
technician from the Louisa picnic supper at the home of Mr. 
County Soil Conservation office. and Mrs. Fred Stone. 

, Gajewski, Erma Dale Webster, 
and J n Cutkomp, Louisa, 
County xtension. personnel , 
Gaylord Elliott and John 
Wanfalt and Mr. and Mrs. 
·Sharon 1\Jt,, .... , ." 

~~~~~~--~--~--~--~ 

Projects viewed on the tour Attending the tour and supper 
included ponds for erosion were SCS District Com­
control and fish and wildlife missioners, Mr. and Mrs . 
conservation on the Sam Howard Gieselman, Mr_ and 
Walker , Ed Grimmer, L.C . Mrs. Olin Jennings, Mr. and 
Rohret, and Gene Snyder farms, Mrs. Bill Greene, SCS staff, Mr. 

__ ~_'!';:t_·_n;:d::b_r-:_e_a_~_-o_n_th_e_L_e_e_~_-_a __ r:,_l_s __ a_n_d_M_r_s_. _w_i_ll_ia_m_ M_a_tt_h_e_w_s_, _M_r_. -----1~'~ 



Harry Bryant, District Soil 
Conservationist for Louisa 
County, just completed a two­
weeks management course at 
the Mid-Regional Training 
Center in Lincoln, Neb. The 
course involved the skills of . 
planning, orgamzmg and 
supervising a work unit in the 
soil conservation field . 

The training center, main­
tained by the Soil Conservation 
Service, seryes eleven states in 
the midwest. Instructors are 
brought in from various colleges 
and also include qualified Soil 
Conservation Ser-vice personnel 
throughout the United States. 
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Jenni'ngs wins ~.;!'; 
' t\A"'-~ " :h. 

s:p·ee~c:h ·co;ntest 
Annette Jennings, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Royal Jennings of 
Winfield, was named winner of 
the Region 7 annual speech , con-
test. · 

The contest was held July 6 
at the Seven Villages Restaurant, 
Interstate ~0, Amana Infer­
change. 

Annette earlier in the year won 
th Louisa County Soil Conserva­
tion .District speech contest to 

' qualify her for the regional con­
test. · She competed with nine 
other winners in Southwest Iowa. 

Second place was won by Mary · 
Schnack of Cedar district and 
third place went to Linda Pet­
ersofl; of Scott distri.ct. 

The tooic of this :vear's con-

test was Better Soil and Water 
Conservation Through Communr. 
ity Action. 

First prize was $25, 2nd $15. 
and 3rd $10. 

Annette has earned the right 
to compete in the state contest 
which will be held in Des Moines 
in September. Prizes at the state 
contest are a $250 scholarship 
to the. college of the winner'$ 
choice and $100 in cash. Second 
prize is $75 and third prize i$ 
$50. 

Presentation of contest awar.ds 
was made by Roger Thompson 
who represented the Grinnell Mu~ 
tual Reinsurance . Company, · co­
sponsors o the cnn t~>ct 



wo CE IN STATE CONSERVATION SPEECH CONTEST 

~. , 

Annette Jennings, rural Winfield, 

1
epresenUng the Louisa County Soil 
onse~v~tion District, received third. 
lace in the State Conservation Speech 

t~ontest held last week in Des Moines. 
· Ed Herron, representing Grinnell 

Mutual Reipsurance Company, made 
the award of fifty dollars cash prize 
to Annette. Grinnell Mutual · is co­
sponsor of the contest with the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Iowa Association of 
Soil Conservation District commis­
-sioners. 

The speech contest involved some 
260 )ligh school students throughout 
the state. The topic which all ·entrantR 

, had to talk on was ''Better Soil · 
Water · Conservation Through Com-
munity Action". 

Annette is a senior in the Winfield­
Mt. Union High School · and a daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Royal ·Jennings. 



f red Stone 

Area Farnis 

Conservation 

Winners 
Conservation winners -~ntered -· 

ln . the Register and Tribune 
conservation con test by the 
Distric t Soil Commissioners 
have been announced . 
. : Fred ' Stone , route two, · 
Wapello , was named winner in 
tqe owner-{)perator division. Mr. 
and Mrs .. Stone purchased the 
farm , in 1948 and started a 
conservation program with the 
assistance of Ainold Winegar, 
conservationist-at that time. The 
farm plan is nearly completed 
and includes seven farm ponds, 
over t\\'O mlles of terraces, 16,000 
feet of tlle, five acres of grassed 
waterways for terrace outlets, 
130 acres of contouring, one acre 
of tree planting' and 1nine acres of 
wlldlife habitat. ' ' 

Leroy Krueger of Crawford­
sville , . opera tor and Mary 
Stewart , Washington, owner of a 
200 acre farm in Elm Grove 
town'ship, were chosen winners 
ln the landlord-ten-ant division. 
J::>ractices on this farm· include 
over three miles ·of terrace 
outlets , ,164 acres of contouring, 

· two mlles of tlle drains, one 
erosion control dam, a farm 
pond and 22 acres managed to 
provide cover for wlldli~e. 

Mrs . Stewart becarne a 
cooperator of the Soli .Con­
ser vation District in 1960. Mr. 
Kruger has been the tenant in 
that per iod of time. · 

The winn ing farms will enter 
· competition against other 

winners in southeast Iowa to 
determine who will compete on 
the stat!! level . 

LeRoy Kru~ger 
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Conservation Booklets To County Students 
Bill Matthews of the Louisa 

County Soil Conservation Ser­
vice (left) discusses the new 
Conservat ion Education 
Booklets presented to the 
Wapello School with Bill Den­
ning, elementary principal. 

1750 booklets published by the 
Soil Conservation Society of 

America pertaining to "A Better 
Environment" were purchased 
by the Soil Conservation District · 
and distributed to all the schools 
in the county. Providing this 
material to young people will 
help them to better understand 
environmental problems and 
programs. The seven booklets 

cover topics of: Help Keep our 
Land Beautiful; How Plants 
Effect our Environment; 
Making A Home for Wildlife; 
The Story of our Land; The 
Wonders of Water ; Working 
Together for a Liveable Land; 
and Food and the Land. 



John Buster, second from left, 
tells Bill Greene and Olin Jen­
nin~, pf Columbus Junction and 
.Wayne Barnes of Letts, about 
the Teachers Conservation 
Ca mp he recently attended near 
Guthrie Center. 

The three-week camp was an 
outdoor classroom to learn about 

: the -m a nagement of Iowa 
Natural Resources and help the 

_te11chers have a better un-

· derstanding of our environment. · 
Mr. · Buster teaches :' social' 

studies in the Columbus Junction 
School system. He was spon­
sored by the Columbus J unction 
Teachers Association and the · 
Louisa County Soil Conservation, 
District. , 

Barnes, Greene and J~nriings ' 
are commissioner s for the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation 
District. 



Co.nservation Poster Winners Told. 
- . .. 

Sherri Van Gent, 5th grader in 
the Wapello scho9l system, was 
runner up in the conservation 
poster contest sponsored by the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation 
District. Looking at Sherri's 
picture are other entrants from 
the 5th /grade. They are (from 

. center) : Donny Hamilton, David 
Ecklund, Larry Wilson, Lesli~ 

Boling, Clinton Ryan and Lori 
Schneider . 

First place winner of the 
conservation poster contest for 
5th through 8th grades 'was 
Tammy Morrison, 5th grader at 
Columbus Junction. 

The winner for the high school 
and adult division was Annette 
Jennings of Winfield. 

The winp ers of 1st and 2iid' 
place in each division · were 
awarded trophies . All · other 
entrants received award ribbons 
for their efforts. The posters will 
be on display during the county 
fair in the booth sponsored by 
the Soil Conservation District. 



. Cofiserv~tio'·' Y:r&Cdces In County 
13111 Matthews, .of Wapello Sail - · "'()ther feahtres ·of .. "We outlet Tom Huston of the Columbus 

_ Conserva,tiQll ~~,C~J}i~f.--\1, checks . terraces are: They can b~ m~de Jun~tion State Bank manages 
Jto .;ee if 4000 feet o!'me outlet parailel and straight elimmatmg the farm for Mrs. F uller and 
"terraces built, on the Leml'l)<p- 1poi(lj. J:ow P,nd odd areas, and feels·thaf t t~e terraces will pay .-
F..uller farm northwest , ~f :tlhen,f ) s flO )pnger a need for for themselves because the 
Morning Sun, meet soil and grossed waterways because the ground can be farmed more 
water runoff requirements . The waterways are blocked so they intensively without the loss of 
terntces are built to store t\.\·o cannot wash out, this means less soil . 
int::hes of runoff water from the idle ~lap<l: n~eped to control gully The Soil Conservation Service 
dra inage prea and release it into erosion. ,. " J'l f.ri in Wapello layed out and 
tile at a slow enough rate so that Orleaf Caparoon. the operat~r designed the terrace system for 
silt particles do not leave : the :~.of Mr:s. Fyl~er;.s ,.farm, . is very Mrs. Fuller. Some cost~sharing 
farm. By keeping the . silt par- t£enthused ... ab~ut .the . new for construction was received 
tides 011 the farm the chemicals . terraces.- He's• been farming the from the Louisa County ASCS 
and fertilizer used on the field old style crooked terraces on his through REAP (Rural En­
also stay ·on the farm because ~ own farm for t\.\·enty years and vir on menta 1, Ass j stance 
most chein icals attach 'them- · likes the . new ' look in con- Program). 
selves to soil particles. · servation fanning. ' 
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Week Oct. l-8 
Soil Conservation Week in 

Iowa this year will be observe 
Oct. 1-8, according to Willia 
Greiner, director of the Iowa 
Department of Soil Con­
servation. 

In previous years, a week in 
June was set aside to recognize 
the importance of soil and water 
conservation programs in the 
state. The fall date was chosen 
this year because the June date 
was so close to Soil Stewardship 
Week, usually observed in May. 

These soil and water con­
servation, flood .prevention, and 
related natural resources 
development programs are 
carried out to meet Iowa's rural 

and ~gan needs to improve the 
quahty of our environment. 
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Far11 C-onservation Practice ~_....... ........ 
I ' 1\'l .. S ., 

_Benefits MS Community 1#4;. .ao 
Everett Lee of Morning Sun up the diversion ditch that 

helped the Soil Conservation protects the Lagoon from runoff 
Service survey about a mile of surface wc;tter. This should mean 
tile outlet terraces on his farm less maintenance cost to Mor­
on the edge of Morning Sun ning Sun in keeping the Sewer 
recently. Lagoon functioning properly. 

The terrace will be built this This is a good example of a 
summer and will take all of the farmer doing conservation work 
water leaving Mr. Lee's field by that will benefit the whole 
underground tile around the. community by keeping his soil, 
edge of Morning Sun's proposed fertilizer and other chemicals on 
)ewer Lagoon. the farm where they will serve 
~''fese terraces will also trap the purpose intended and at the 

)soil that moves from the same time not pollute our rivers 
(f!i_~ f!e~d ~o th:~~-wi~-n~o==t-fi=ll-=a,_n_d_~s_t_re~a_m_s_. _ ___ ___ __. 



Hold conservation 
contractors' meeting 

The Louisa County Soil Conser~ 
vation District held· a conserva­
tion contractors ' meeting jn the 
district office to discuss' current 
development in the field of soil 
conserva·tion. · 

Specifications for b u i 1 ding 
ponds~ damS", waterways and in­
stalling tile· were preseiited by 
BiU Matthews, local soil conser­
vation technician, and Stan Sim­
mons of the area soil oonserva­
tiOO staff at Fairfield. ·A slide 
presentation on Tile Outlet Ter­
races was presented by Simmons 
and discussed. 

James Mullahy and J a .n ice 
ij:oehle of the · Louisa Oounty 
ASCS Office, discussed the · cur­
r-ent REAP cost sharing· pro­
grams . and the pre ration of 
claims for payment b. contrac-
tors. I · 

Ten 
Louisa .county w·ere 
-noon luncheon was · p ided. by 
the soil conservation .,d trict. · . 
. ,_z. ,:-7'- . 
spc/< .. fi~Wo.(.lj,' 

~~~----~~--~-~ 



Honored For 20 Ye'!~~ ~,;.;rJ"' 
As Soil Technician fl ./ 

Bill Matthews, Louisa County 
Soil Technician, recently 
received recognition from Earl 
Butz, Secretary of Agriculture, 
for twenty years of service in the 
l lnited States Department of 
Agriculture. · 

Bill started work as con­
servation technician in Loqisa 

I County on Feb. 26, 1952, and 

received training from 
Winegar, District Con­
ser·vationist at that time. Bill has 
left his mark on the lahd of 
Louisa County in these twenty 
years by the many terraces, 
ponds and other- conservation 
practices that he has laid out and 
supervised. 



Invite co·un·ty m'em ers to 
attend soil conservation m·eeting· 

Members of the Louisa Coun­
ty Farm Bureau have been no­
tified of a meeting planned to 
discuss resource and conserva­
tion need in the )flint River sub­
basin of the Iowa-Cedar . Rivers' 
basin. ·The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, May 24, at the 

Legion Hall in Mediapolis begin .. 
ning at 8 p.m. 

Items of interest on the agenda 
include. discussion ol the basin 
study and needs for information 
from the people, an informative 
review of the inventory of the 
sub-basin by members of the 

l technical staff and discussion, 
and to review the meeting and 
consider the need for future 
meetings or organization. 

This will be an informal event 
and anyone interested is urged 
to participate and question at 
any time. 



Iowa Soil Conservancy Law u ·• 

.Topic Of Public Meeting Her 
A soil conservancy and tillage 

meeting, followed at 2:30 p.m. 
by a public hearing on the 
question of adopting proposed 
soilloss.llmit regulations for the 
district, wlll be held in Wapello 
Wednesday, Jan. 24. The 
meeting wlll begin at 10 a.m. at 
the V.F.W. Building with a lunch 
provided at noon by some county 
banks. , 

Minoru Amemiys, Extension 
Agronomist of Ames, will 
discuss the new Soil Con­
servancy law and soil erosion 
control in detail · and the im­
plications it has for farmers in 
Louisa County. George Ayers, 
Extension Engineer of Ames, 
will talk about tillage con­
siderations .. 

During the public . 'aring 
scheduled to begin at :80 p.m., 
all persons who are likely to be 
affected by the .proposed 
regulations may attend and will 
be given an 'opportunity to 
present their v18ws concerning 

. the proposed regulations, ac­
cording to Warren Greene, 
chairman of the Soil District 
Commissioners. 

The proposed soil loss limit 
regulations are on file and may 
be reviewed at the Louisa 
County Soil Conservation Office 
in Wapello prior to the date of 
the hearing. 

Set Election-
District SCS 

District winners of the Iowa Commi·ssi·oners 
Soil Conservation A evement 
Awards, sponsored b e Des The election of commissioners 
Moines Register an4 ibune, . for the Louisa Soil Conservation 
will be presented ertificates District will be held Wednesday, 
following the lunch. They are: · Jan. 24. The polls wlll be open 
Div. I (owner-opera ) · Fred ·from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Stone of Wapello; an ,Div. II V.F.W. Hall in Wapello, ac­
(owner-tenant) Mrs. Mar-y cording to Harry Bryant, 
Stewart, Washington and Leroy District Conservationist. 
Kruger, Crawfordsville. Expiring are the six year 

CS Sponsors 
term.s of Jack Parsons, Wapello, 
and Howard Gieselman of 
Mocni~g· Sun. elther man . is 
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The -group stopped at the Bill 
-"?.=~==~=============:!... l>aris farm where they saw a 

. large erosion control pond which 

Ministers invited on · 
conservation tour 

Mims.ters of Louisa county 
were invited on a soil and water 
conservation tour by the Louisa 
Comity Soil Conservation District. 
Bill Matthews, soil conservation 
technician, was lin charge of the · 

- tour . which startJd with · a 
presentation on conservation 
planning and soil characteristics 
which . affect the suitability or 
limitation of a soil for different 
uses. 

At the Frank Mauer farm, th~ 
group looked at a large pond: 
The pond datn had been seeded 
to tall fescue to protect it from 
wind and- water erosion and give 
it a well kept appearance. Two 
wood duck houses had been built 
and placed arotmd the pond. The 
pond is protected from excessive 
siltation by tU.e . outlet terraces 
which filter the water before it 
goes into the pond. 

At t.he Indian Hills Golf Course 
·a large pond was again looked at. 
The main attraction here was the 
Emerald Crownvetch w h i c li 

· 'cov·ers the dam. Thds legume 
grows very well on poor soil or 
subsoils which are problem areas 
to get seed to grow on, and 
provide& a good ground cover to 
protect it from washing. 

Tile outlet terraces .was the 
conservation practice looked at 
on the Clayton Robertson farm. 
These terraces built earlier this 
year will control soil and water 
runoff from about 25 acres of 
cropland. · 

1 had been huilt to- cover an 
eroding gully. A tile outlet 
divers-ion had been built to 
stabilize and protect a large sand 
outcropping that was eroding and. 

' could not be seeded, because of 
·water running across it from the 
farm buildings. . 

They also looked at a chisel 
plow whi·ch is being used in the · 
county to prepare ground for · 
cultivation. The chisel plow is 
fast· replacing the conventional 
moldboard plow as a means of 
tilling the soil. Some of the 
advantages of the chisel . plow 
are, mu.Ich is left on the surface 
to protect the soil, deeper tillage 
allowing more water and air to 
enter the soil, lower operating 
costs because fewer trips -are 
required over the field. 

At the Paul Gustifson's farm, 
the group lQOked at . a grassed 
waterway which had b e e n 
constructed to carry excess water 
off his farm at nonerosvie speed. 
Tile had been placed along each 
side of the waterway to allow it 
to dry enough so good grass 
could . grow and cover t h e 
waterway. 

A farmstead windbreak at the 
David McCulley farm was the 
final stop on the conservation 
tour. Besides protecting the fi,lrm 
buildings from wind, t h e 
windbreak will provide shelter 
for wildl1ife and adds beauty to 
the farmstead and landscape. 

A cube steak picnic was 
prepared by the wives of the soil 
conservation district 
commissioners at the Tool·esboro 
Indian Mounds to conclude the 
afternoon nrol!ram. 



I Order Fish By 
March 15 

Application for stocking fish in 
farm ponds should be made now, at 
the SOil Conservation office in W a­
pello. No order for stoclting fish this 
yoor can be accepted after March 15. 

Species available are large mouth 

1 
bass and channel catfish. No stocking 
will be approved by the Bureau of 

I 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife if any 
predacious• fish are in the pond. Pond 

I 

will be stocked only once unless the 
pond has been drained or is renovat­
ed. Ponds must be at least one-half 

1 acre in size with a minimum depth 
of eight 'feet. · · . 

The Soil Conservation Service· will 
provide help in managing cind. stock­
ing ~ecommendations for farm ponds. 



Order trees now 
Application blanks are now 

available at the Louisa County 
Soil Conservation office in Wap­
ello to Grder trees from the state 
nurs~ry. Orders should be sent 
in' as soon as possible -so that 
the trees ca:n be pr.()cessed and 
delivered for ea~ly spring plant~ 
fng. 

A new plant, autumn olive, is 
beiug offere.d this year for wild~ 
life plantings. It ~rodiices an 
abundant supply of bright red, 
sweet flavored berries cherished 
by bird,s and other wildiife. In· 

. the e~r[y spring it has a sweet 
scented yellow flower. It ca:n he 
p.sed ~around ponds and other' odd · 
areas where wildlife is eenco-lU'- ­
aged. 

A 'BOut 1'5 tre·es an:d shrubs ·are. 
avaitable from the s tat e nur~ry. 
These trees and shrubs must be 
nsed· to establish new stanas of 

-- trees, ·improve :existing forests, 
,for . erosion control or for wildlife 
·plantings. The"y ·can not be ~sed 
,for 'windbreaks, for >shadtF or!1or-
naments in yards. l 

·~~~~~~\Ceo·"" , _ z.r- ;?. wrv 
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Plan Public· llea:ting.· On~nJr~ 
. l11A1-z.y ... ~1'-' 

Soil Loss Regulations . t-• 

District commissioners for goverrunent agencies will be 
Louisa County, at their regular taken on a ·tour OcL 4 .. 
monthly meeting on Aug. 21, ~ew cooperator agreements 
tentatively approved the Soil witll the district were approved 
Loss Limit Regulations for the f9r . Sheldon Williams, Ronald 
district as set forth by the State Lamp, Tony Houseman, Harry 
Department of Soil Con- Haight, Bill Small and Kenneth , 
servation. Grim. Basic conservation plans 

A public hearing for land users were approved for William 
who it may effect \\•ill be held 'Boulton, Frank Hanson and Kay 
later before final adoption. Jackson. · 
These regulations will be put Jim Hodges of the Wapello 

1 into effect on agricultural land, Republican was invited to the 
non-agricultural land · and meeting to discuss and make 
construction sites. 1 plans for printing the district 

A conservation tour is being calendar and annual report of 
planned for the Ministers of the the district. 

.,~ounty on Sept. 13. The various 





The Louisa County District 
Commissioners are again 
sponsoring a Speech contest for 
students (grades 7 through 12). 

·The topic for this year's contest 
is "Better Soil and Water . 
Conservation Through Com­
munity Action" . Speeches must 
be at least five minutes long., and 
no longer than ten minutes. They 
wlll be judged on originality, 
aptness of thought, accuracy of 
information and the manner in 
which they are deliverd. 

Contestants wlll be asked two 
questions by the judges. The 

. same questions wlll be asked 
each contestant. 

Entrants must compete in 'the 
contest conducted. by the Soil 

, Conservation District in which 
they reside . 

Contestants in the district 
contests will be permitted to use 
notes, if the notes are on 3~' x 5" 
index or similar card. The use of · 
.cards 1Will not be prohibited in 
the regional and state contest 
but use thereof wlll be con- . 
sidered by the judges in 
reaching their determination . 
. Prizes at the district contest 

are $15 for 1st, $10 for 2nd, $5 for 
3rd and all others wlll receive 
$1.00. l 

Contest will be held March 23 
at the Columbus Junction State 
Bank at Columbus Junction 
starting at 7:30 p.m. 

Deadline for entering is March 
17. Students interested in en­
tering should contact the Soil 
Conservation Office at 220 N. 2nd 
St. in Wapello or call 523-6411. 



Soil conserva ion 's topic ~ 
of Wap I o arm omen mee ing 
WAPELLO-Wapello Town­

ship Farm Bur.eaill women 
met recen1~y in <the home of 
Mrs. Marguerite AUen, wti.th 
Mrs. EditJh Cu1<k,omjp and Mis•s 
Mabel Kemp as co .. hosteSises. 
There were 21 members and 
one guest, Mrs. Ben Murray 
present. The meeting opened 
at 10:30 a.m. with Mr·s. Doris 
Gertfrl presiding. Devotions· 
were led by Mr1s. Virgan.ia 
Whicher, taking the scripture 
fmm I Coninbhi.ans, and read­
ing a story concerning Abra-

. ham Lincoln, and ieHing O•f 
the origin of Va1entine Day. 
She dosed wit!h prayer. 

Mrs . Gerfu gave the report 
o£ the co u n t y commrittee 
ffi (' eting, telling tha' t1he da1tes 

fur bhe foreignr st·udent week­
end are set for AJprJ•l ?!1, 26 
and 29, and that Rural Worn-
ens D.ay will be in OakviHe on 

Ma,rc'h 29. Each township wnil 
furnish one doO!I' prize, and 

·the meeting slbarts with the 
oofifee !hour and :r:egi,stration 
from 9-10 a.m. 

\ 

M r s. Emma Eversmeyer 
reported on water poUution 
and soril conservation, reading 
arn article on the inc:rea·se in 
the amount of water used, the 

quality, the methods of Slav~ 
ing and the poliluiion of water. 

Mabel Kerrljp reported on · 
tJhe Farm Bureau scholar­
ships, s'aying they wer.e start­
ed in 1946, the amount given. 
by each county, 18 al\vards· 
given each year. 1!he quaHfi­
catioos necessary to be eligi­
bl·e for these. 

Fol~Jowiri ·g tJhe po·tluck dinner 
ser ve d .a1t n.o:on, Harry 
B r,,;l a n t', kom . the LOUJisa 

County Soil Conservati~n of­
ftke, showed, sUde·s and talked 
on ''Consdder the Soil Fir Sit­
Using Sodl to its be~st Usabili· 
ty". Tihese shOI\¥ed the dH£er· 
ent tY~pes anrl laY~ers Olf soH, 
and file eflfects of erosion, 
with me1Jhodls of · com/bating 
same. 

Mrs . ~ose Kerr reported on 
the S a f e t y on Hig~hways, 
stre•ss~ng t h a-t you should 
waroh Wlhlat t'he other draver 
is doi,ng, and wh•at tn dJo wlhen 
a oar is coming toward you . 

· Mrs. Gr.ace Rei£ reported 

on Health . Hoaxes-saying you 
should k!now what you are 
getting, an.d not alw.a'Ys Listen 
to the adrvert.isement:s. She 
mentioned specificaMy f•oods, 
mattesses, red•UJCing b e 1 t s, 
and diet piUs. 

~ Fo11owting the reports, an 
exhibit of VJarious hobbies, 
matd·e by the members was 
shown a n. d exp~ained, and 
p:a ~terns 1Q;nven, if memlbers 

· wished them. The remainder 
of the afternooo , was spent on 
cutting pieces to he made into 
]~p-rolbe quilbs for the pa­
tien ·s at the W.wp-eNo NUirsing 

Home. ~he next meeting will 
be wHh Mrs. Leonra Reutinger 
on Mal!'ch 1·2. 



Tammy Morrison, a fifth 
grade student at Columbus 
Community, won first , place in 
her division in the 1972 con­
servation poster contest spon­
sored by the Louisa Soil Con­
servation Commission. Tammy 
was awarded a trophy for 
ranking· first in the fifth through 
eighth grade division. 

The 26 other Columbus 
Community students ,' who en­
tered the poster contest, 
received ripbons. The fifth and 
sixth grade students wer~ Beth 
Duke, Susan Pretz, Keith 
Bloomer, Patti Sands, Karen 
Mincer,·· Julie Faler-,- -cSandra 
Beebe, Barbara Richman, Deari 
Rees, Debra H~rtsock1 'and 
Ri~hard Hammons . . 

Junior high ·entrants were Jim ' 
Brown, Janet Kennard, Tom 
Podaril, Susan Richman, 
Barbara Cmelik, Scott Gentzler, 
Kathy Baird, Vicky Kemp,~ Jo 
Anne Friis, Bob Edwards, · Chan 
Williams, Kevin Boyd, Patty 
Schuetze and Kay Rees. · 

Steve .Keeler also entered in 
the high school ·and adult 
division of . the poster contest. 

Entries from other schools in 
Louisa County included eight 

r· from Wapello and two from. 
Winfield. .. (, 1 'f 1 <'1/1 

,:._J , l.R~e 
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Time To '. Plan New Housing t.f r~.r~ 
It's Spring-- birds on the wing 

- - and time to consider how you 
can attract more robins, wrens 
and bluebirds to your neigh­
borheod. 

Steven and Blair Bryant who 
live near Wapello, are putting up 
a wren house' hoping some wren 
family will move in for the , 
summer. Other ways of at­
tracting birds to your neigh­
borhhod are suggested in a new 
brochure, "Invite Birds to your 
Home - Conservation Plantings 
for the Midwest". This brochure 

prepared by the United States 
Department of Agriculture's Soil 
Conservation Service, is in 
limited supply at the Louisa 
County Soil Conservation office. 

The brochure describes and 
illustrates a number of trees, 
shrubs and oth~r plants that at­
tract birds. It suggests how to 
create a landscape design, 
mentions the need of various 
plants for sun, soil and water, 
and lists the plant f()ods 
preferred by common mid­
western birds . 



Winfield Girl Wins · SCS Contest 
Annette Jennings was named 

:winner in the Louisa County Soil 
Conservation District annual 
soil Conservation District an­
nual soil and water conservation 
spe~ch contest held Thursday 
evening at the Col. Jet. State 
Bank. She was winner over four 
other contestants who presented 
speeches on ''Better Soil and 

Water Conservation through 
Community Action". Miss 
Jennings wlll compete later this 
summer in a Regional speech 
contest to determine a winner 
for southeast Iowa who will then 
compete for state winner. 

Those who competed in the 
contest this year are pictured 
(left to right, front row) 

Charlotte Hiller, Columbus Jet.; 
Kelly Bell, L & M School; (back 
row, left to right) Lyn Schlutz, L 
& M; Annette Jennings, Winfield 
and Mike Jennings, L & ~ M. 
Serving as judges for this year's 
contest were Martha Moore, 
Columbus Jet., Virgil Corey, 
Morning Sun and Bill Greene, 
Columbqs Jet. 



Huston Ross Krieg~r 

Winners in soil judging 
FARMINGTON - Winfie~d- mony; third, M e d i a p o 1 i_ s ; 

Mt. Union won first place in fourth, Mt. Pleasant; fifth, 
the Southeast Iowa soil j~ng Central · of Argyle; sixth, 
cont on the ""l'aurGrossman Wa ello. 
arm west of Harmony high ocational agricuHure instruc-

S'chool Wednesday. tors from the six chapters par-
On the team are Mark Hus- tidpating were: Harmony -

· ton, who was also individual Glenn Halbrook ; Mt. Pleasant 
first place winner, Jim Under- - Roger Garnjobst ; . . Winfield 
wood, Paul Klopfenstein, and - Wayne Corriel ; 1\kdlapOlis 
Keith Hudson. - Jim Howell ; Central .-_:_ ~~n 

Sec:ona place individual was Asher ; Wapello - Horold Mhln. 
Steve Krieger, Mediapolis ; The ~was held1-' un~r 
Tony Ros.S, Bonaparte, was supervisio1;1 of Ron Snyder, dis­
third.- . trict conservationist from_ Keo-

1

. 

_ Second place team was Har- sauqua. , ·· . 

' . 
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60 attend soil 
I· conserv~tion I'~' .,~ ~ / 
· district meetJng 

- About 60 people attended a 
me1eting in ·wapello Jan. 24 to 
learn more about the Iowa 
Conservancy Law which charges 
soil conservation districts to 
establish and a d m i n i s t e r 
regulations limiting rates of soil 

··erosion on land within the 
distr.ict. At the conclusion of the' 
meeting, the Louisa So i 1 
Conservation: District held a 
hearing for the purpose of 

·accepting or rejecting the soil 
· loss limits of 3-5 tons per acre 

_per . year on agricultural· land, 
depending on soil characteristic, 
and 5 tons per acre per year on 
n o n a g r i c u I t u r a 1 land and' 

-construction sites. 
The regulations were accepted 

by those present and declares 
that soil erosion is a nuisanc1e if 
it results in or contributes to 
aarhage by siltation to property 
other than that pf the owner of 
the ·l-and on which such erosion is 
occurring or damage by siltation 
to any internal improvement of a 
coilserva_ncy district. 

Complaints that damages oy 
sedim1ent resulting froin erosion 
are occurring on land of ~other 
must be filed in writing with 
the soil conservation district. 

District c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
investigate complaints a n d 
determine if. soil loss limits are -
being violated. _ 

Notice 'of the determination by 
the district commissioners is 
given to owners alleged to be ·in 
violation of limits and voluntary 
abatement of the nuisance iS 
sought. H further action js 
required, an administrative order 
is issued, 75 percent 

1
cost-sharing 

must be arranged for, o n ­
agricultural land. 



Appoint 'Ne\\t~i{'~l3 
. To, SC Board . . ~ ~ .. -

wmiam T. New~ll, who owns 
farms near Letts and lives in 

· \Y,ap~llo, has been appointed to 
the Louisa County Soil, Cor:I­
servation committee. . .. . · 

Newell succeeds Bill Greene, 
' who went to Alburnett · a.s · : 
vQcational agriculture teacher-. 
Gr~ene previously was o ag 
instructor at Cblumbus Com­
munity high school. ,. ' . 

Chairman of the district 
(county ) committee is Olin 
Jennings and vice chairman is 
Leonard Cha tfield , ' both : of 

· Columbus Junction. Members 
are Faye Crull, Letts, and Virgil 
Corey, Morning Sun, while Mrs. 
Eleanor Stone, ,SCS state clerk, 
is secretary. .1 
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ATTEND FAREWELL FOR 
AREA CONSERVATIONIST 

Employees and former em- 1 

ployees at the Louisa County SC 
Office attended a farewell event 
for Area Conservationist John 
Eckes of Fairfield at the Cap­
tains Table in Washington 1 

Friday night. Those attending 
wer e Mr. and · Mrs. Harry 
Bryant, Mr. and Mrs. William . 
Matthews, Eleanor Stone, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Winegar. 



Conservation , ~ 1 
Aid Available i !li' 
In County · ~~ 

\ ·[· 

Throughout Louisa County the 
. finishing touches are being put 
m plans for cropping or con­
struction projects conceived 
over the long winte- months and 
the machiner[ is poised to begin 
carrying them out. "Bill" 
Greene, chairman of the Louisa 

County Soil ConservatiooDistrict, 
points out that an important part 
of planning considerations 
should be measured to assure 
the oont.rol · of a-osion from 
nnorotected land. 

He cautimed that ' 'Never in 
histocy has the oonserva tion and 
wise development of our natural 
resources been more important. 
Soil, watE!', forests , fiSh and 
wildlife, open space , natural · 
beauty all are highly vulnerable 
to misuse and waste. " 

At ·the local level , officials of 
&>il oonserva tim districts are 
working to oonserve and develop1 

these resources for all people. 
Greene emphasized that · soil 
oonservatim consultation and 
plaming services are available 
through the District office and · 
these services are provided 
witmut charge to urban and 
rural residents alike. 

SE!"ving the Louisa County Soil 
Conserva t.im District alon~ with 
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'Coifiervation News 
1 Action under House File 73 which 

by Virg.iJ Corey ·was enacted by the 64th Genera·l As-

1

, sembly, the Commissio.ners viewed 
Did you ever wonder wha1t g~s the site. determined that the com­

on · in a typical meeting of the plaint was valid, and instructed the 
l Louisa County Soi'l Conservation -Dis- District Conservationist to proceed to 

I trict Commissioners? If so, this ar- esta.blish the soil loss for the farm 
tice is intended to answer your and to recommend remedial mea­

l questions. The items of business are ures. He determined that the soil of 
\not the same for each meeting, the farm over a period of 5 years of 
but the agenda is always as full. normal rainfall and under cultivation 

At a recent meeting Mr. Jim Gab- to row crops was 48 tons of soil per 
riel. instru'ctor at L-M School and acre per year . . A given· formula is 
Mrs. Sandra Congable, instr·uctor at used to make such determinations. 
Columbus Community School, re- The farm must be placed under soH 

I 
ported on their three weeks of work- . conservancy. · 
shops , in ' the Teachers Conservation I The Commissioners reviewed and \l 
Carnp at Burlington for which they approved four initial Agreements 1 received 3 hours of college credit. ;totc;llling 1165 acres. These farms w.ill 
Each of the instructors related -ex- be mapped and set-up fo·r good soil 
periences and displayed their rna- conservation practices. 
terial which filled large notebooks. Three basic ·plans totalling 280 
They were very · enthusiastic about acres were approved and one re-
the camp and have since worked to vision of 200 acres was adopted. 
set up a 12 acre nature study area These plans may include terraces. 

1 near the Columbus Comm. School for 1 contouring, grassed waterways, or 
j use by the school faculty and stud , farm ponds. 

I 

ents and also by other area schools. Also the Commissioners · reviewed 
The District Commissioners finan- applications for cost sharing in es­

ced t~e tuition to the camp for Jim tablishing permanent soil conserva-
[ and Sandra with some of the profit tion practices. Those being approved 
l from the sale of ads for the calen- for cost sharing are Howard Gie.sel­
·,dar. Those individuals and institu- man. Morning Sun; C & A Inc., whose 
tions who placed ads on the calen- f.arm is in Union township: Richard 

·dar can take much satisfaction in Dutton, whose farm is in Grandview 
\knowing that their money . is put to township; Charles Haag, COlumbus 
' good · use. · Junction; Robert Walker. Wapello; 

I 
Th~ District Commissioners also ,David McCulley, Wapello; Frank 

discussed and took action on a com- Mauer. Morning Sun; Darrel Willey, 
. plaint filed with the Commissioners ; Columbus Junction and Martin Hoeg, 

ing a farm from which silt had fill- available. lby the County Supervisors regard-~ Wap.ello . . A limited funds are still 

ed. the road ditches. · 
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. Notes 
I , 
I by Olio Jennings Chm. 
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A summarization of LOuisa Soil Dis­
trict's 1973 achievements seems ap-
propriate at this time. . · 

I

. At a Public Hearing in Wapello Jan- .·.· 
uary 24th the .Soil Loss! Limits ReguJ;: 
lations were adopted and elections :• 
held for District Commissioners. Elec- 1 

ted were Leonard Chatfield, Fay Crull,: 
aod Virgil COrey. l 

:am Newell was recently appointed ;· 
, to serve out BiN Greene's unexpired: ~ 
!term. , ·:~ 
i Virgil Corey is ·representing ·our Dis-!\ 

• 1 trict on the Four County Regional Plan r 
.ning Commi·ttee . c<msisting of Heney, } 
. Lee. Des MoirH~s. and LoUiisa Counties. 1 
This committee is the .first of its kind'll 
in Iowa. :r 

An ·Educational Council was estab-3 
lished with representa,tives· f.rom area g 
schools. Work~s were purchased 
and distributed to the county schools1 b 
An outdoor classroom is no\v locatet I• 
at Columbus· Junction with others· J 1 tl 
the county beia·g planned. ,· a1 

Saady Kongat>le of Cplumbus Comm · ·rr 
Schools and Jim Gabriel of L-M a.f A 
tended the · Teachers . · Conservatio; m 
Course held at Burlington this p a..s ~ 
summer. Tuition was paid by Disltric -f.& 

I
. Commissioners·. . I 

2500 chureh bulletins· and 25 pasto. r's' 1 
books . were· purehased by the District 

, aod distributed by <:omnrlssioners to 
churches of the area for use during ~ 
Stewardship week May 27 - June 3. , 

Our local speech ' contes.tan•t winner, 1 
1 Kent Ostrem . from Columbus Commun , 
ity .Schools• gave bis speech at the 

1 

Regional Contest held at Amana · i n · 
July. ' · · ( 

These educational projects are par- It 
i .tial~y funded by calendar ad sales. We t 
would like to express our appreciation 0 
to the advertisers that support our cal- d 
endar publication, mak!in·g these ·pro- \ 
jects possible.. · v 

- · ·A new soil survey approved by loeal I a 
officials bas reqeiyed State _ approv~i!l ;J l:a 

Th'E!' District .' hati:, receivetl a $7000 IP 
State allocatiO(l for c~ .. :sharing. prac- j 
· tices in the ,Countf thtou~h ibe efforts tl 
Qf Gov. Ray and 1 the State Soil Con- . il 

1 
serva~i-o.n J?ept. a~ ·a repla~ment for e: 

:the dtsconbnued REAP program. .. b 

DISTRICT ,ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Ju1y 1, 1972 thru June 30, 1973 _ 
- a 

New District Cooperators 55 0 
Basic Cooperator Plans ·Prepared · 
Revisions of Old Conservation 28 1~·. 

14 ·j·tt · Plans 
Diversion Terraces 

·Farm Ponds 
Erosion 'oams 
Open Draiaage Ditch 

, T:i.Je Drainage 
Tree Planting 

-Grassed Waterway$ 
Tile Outlet Terraces 

3960 feet hi 
10 l ot 
10 be 

9255 reet 1 

164,920 feet ' w 
23 acres 
53 acres 

16.155 reet 



··Conservation Outdoor Seminar 

The Louisa County Soil Conserva- r ~he--;;t;r;;~n the group went to a 
; tion District and the Louisa County I ·native prairie area near Conesville 
. 'Conservation . Education Council spon- ~ to study the plants that make up a 
·sored a one day seminar on outdoor ; -prairie community . The session con­
classrooms. Thursday, Sept. 27th. Syi-1 eluded with a series of slides showing 
·van . Runkel, retired biologist for the i now the plants and animals of these 
~Soil Conservation Service. was the i different communities work together 
featured instructor . to balance nature or how man can 

i The morning session was held in a ; up-set this balance by the t.hings we 
; twelve ac.re wooded. area the. Col~m- f_ often do. . 
; bas Junctwn School 1s developmg mto ~ .· There were teachers attendmg from 
1 an outdoor classroom. Here they cov- ~ the L-M Schools. Morn~ng Sun Schools 
i ered many of the woodland pl·ants that l Columbus Junction Schools and the 
: -make up a woodla d community. In t Mediapolis Schoo-ls. 
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County Plans ·To Update wa(9l~ 

1918 ~St~.ndard Soil Survey 
. Louisa County has begun 
action to update its 1918 Stan­
dard Soil Survey. 

The decision to obtain a new 
soil survey was made recently 
by the County Confer ence 
Board, a group made up of the 

Cost of the program, which 
will be approximately $50,000 
according to John Dykstra, 
Clerk of the Conference BOard, 
is divided equally by three 
governmental bodies, county, 
state and federal. 

County Board of Supervisors, i..,....;---_._=------=--=:::......~---'1 

the County Board of Education 
and mayors of each 
municipality. The question has 
been under discussion for a 
number of years and was finally 
approved this year because of 
increasing need for the study. 

A soil survey is one of the first 
priorities for certification of the 
Regional Planning group of 
which Louisa is associated with 
~ee, Des Moines and Henry 
counties. Lee already has its 
survey while Des Moines and 
Henry have surveys scheduled 
with in the ne~t year or so. 

Urban sprawl is one of the 
biggest factors necessitating a 
new soil study, according to 
Harry Bryant, Soil Con­
servationist. Some soil types are 
not satisfactory for basements, 
septic tanks, roads, etc. needed 
in new housing areas. 

Even with action begun now, 
completion of the survey will 
probably not be until 1978, 
Bryant noted. The work of 
bor ing and computing the 
results is done by Soil Con-
servation Service 

.. 

scientists and there is a long 
waiting list. Forty-four Iowa 
counties have completed sur­
veys , while 17 ~·~e in the p~ocess 

--~--------~------~--------------------~-------~~~~L~ Lftd L b-~----~--------------------------



Eleanor Stone 
honored for 10 .. :>tt1' 
years of servic 

Eleanor Soone, · cJerk for tbe 
Louisa County "Soil Conservation 
District, was a w a r d e d a 
certificate of recognition for 10 
years of s e r vice . The 
presentation was made at the 
awards banque•t at the 27th 
Conservation District Commis­
sioners of · Iowa ·on Sept. 
10 at Hotel Savery in D·::s Moines . · 
The conference was held Sept. 9 
thru 11. 

Cp.mmiss·ioner Olin Jennings ().£ 
Columbus Junction and wife and 
Ha r r y B r y a n t , d i s t r i c t 
conservationist, Wapello, also 
attended the conference. 



FORM ENVIRONMENTAL AND CONS_E~VATION EDUCATION COUNCIL 

Those presen at-uie mee mg were . 
Officers of the newly formed En- Harold Hain, Wapello Schools ; Jdhn 

vironmental and Conservation Educa- Buster, Don Schnell, Columbus· June-
. tion Council ·are John Buster, Colum- tion Schools; Fred Shettler, Tom 
bus Junction School, chairman, on the Wilson and William Gabriel, L-M 
ri'ght; Fred Shettler, L-M School. Schools; and · Mildred Caldwell and 
vice chairman, left; and Mrs. Mildred ·Fred Stone, Morning Sun Schools. 
Caldwell, Morning Sun School, secre- Calvin Beebe, representing the Sci­
tary, center. The organization ~pon- ence Club at Columbus Junction, Herb 
sored by the Louisa County Soil Con- Newell and Mrs. Earl Eversmeyer 
servation District will coordinate the along with the Soil Conservation Dis­
efforts of the district to provide more tricL Commissioners, Bill · Greene, 
meaningful assistance to educators in Olin Jennings, Leonard Chatfield, 
adapting curricular and materials to Fay Crull ·and Virgil Corey, a.ssisted 
schools, organize and conduct conser- with the organization. Art Roseland, 
vation conferences 'and workshops. Biologist and Stan Tate, Forester of 
and q~.v:eJop ~nd ,encourage the use of Ute Ipwa Conservation Commission 
materials for teaching about the en- and Harry Bryant and Bill Matthews· 
vironment and resource conservation. of the Scil Conservation Service were 

present to advise the group. 



.:t. I • . · - J,'ke z. ·1 

·s I Eros1011 Costs ~~ ~~l,r 
~ ~~ , ~ 

~ . Money For LoUiSa 
~ . County Farmers 
e , 

n I' According: to1 F!arry Beyant, District 
Conservationist ror- tire Soil Cons·erva-

·- ~·ti. on ·Se.rvice, a survey made by t b e 
e Ul'lliversity of Mi~ showed thtat loss 
!1 of valuable top: soil means money 
·· ldown <the dram for farmers. 
~ . The height of young plants , survi-

'l val rate and: yieldS· are an · adversely 
1 affected' by erosion. Prodootioo costs 
,; lalso may increase by as much as 56 
J 1 percent in severely erodaf areas·. 
· J The · Missouri scientists ·also found 
; that moderate erosion dropped· n e t 
· ·inrome down $18:32' per acre: and sev­
~ I ere erosion cut into the farlllllers· pocket-
.. book at the rate of $33'.2() per acre. 
. Bryant noted that Louisa C9unty has 

l
'be~n hard .hit this past y~ar by heavy 
rams causmg severe eroSJion on many 

.- acres of cropland. The coming year 
' 1 could be as bad· or wors:e because · of 

I 
the increased emphasis· on a li out pro­
duction; whereby m•any .acres of land 

·j·that has been i~ past~:r:e ~and hay ~ill 
be plawed. U .this land 1s· farmed witth-

1 out cooservation practices erosion is 
bound to happen. · 
! Good conservation of o·ur soH a n d 
wa.ter does not cost, it pays:. ' 



\\v 

Four Soil C-onservation w~(',(t~ 
;\~ t 

Districts Join Forces ~ 
Cooper ation in conservation of 

!Dil resources in southeast Iowa 
took a giant step forward 
Wednesday as .four soil con­
servation districts joined forces 
to work with planing and 

, development group; in Iowa 
Area XVI. 

District Commissioners from 
Des Moines, Lre, Hmry and 
Louisa Counties joined in Mt. 
Pleas,ant to draw up working 
agreemmt to act as one body in 
future cooperative activities. 

"The main desi re of our 
distri cts, under this new 
agreemmt, is to make our 
se,rvices more effective in 
working with regionwide 
planning and development 
group; ," stated Jim Hawkins , of 
Argyle . Hawkins was selected 
dlairman of the new coor-· 
dinating board comp:-ised of a 
district commissimer from each 
of the four rounties . 

Other representatives include 
vice-chairman Dale Walters of 
Mt. Pleasant, secret ary. Rex 
Troute of Burlington and Virgil 
Corey of Wapello. 

The action of the districts in 
this cooperative venture is the 
first of its kim in Iowa . Until 
now , the approa ch to con­
serva tion was strict ly within 
county boundaries . 

, \ • .1" .......... 
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Geode Wonderland approved 
By NANCY BRENDLINGER 

-Staff writer-
WAPELLO - Five conservation projects 

have been approved for Louisa County by 
the recently-authorized Resource 
Conservation and. Development (RC&D) 
board, according to Larry Hunt, soil conser­
vationist in Wapello. 

Although the Geode Wonderland RC&D­
covering parts of Louisa, Des Moines, Lee 
and Henry counties - has been in planning 
for several yars, the ·Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS) received word of its funding 
in February. SCS administers the program. 

The five projects in Louisa County 
include: · 

-A five acre lake, to be built at the 
Langwood 4-H Reserve near Grandview. 

-Two river access developments at 
River Forks near Columbus Junction and 
Cappy Russell, Oakville, under the county" 
conservation board. 

-Expansion of the Toolesboro museum 
by the Louisa County Tri-centennial 

committee. 
-Paving of the road from Lake Odessa to 

Wapello by the county board of supervisors. 
-A park in Fredonia. 
To be approved, a project must be 

accepted by the county RC&D board and the 
district board. After approval, it must still 
fit certain criteria for RC&D to help with 
cost sharing. 

"In a lot of cases, a project is not eligible 
for RC&D money, but for technical 
assistance. Ralph Dewey, Burlington, has 
been hired as a full time coordinator. Part 
of his job is to find other sources of funding 
for the projects," said Hunt. 

Geode Wonderland is the third RC&D to 
be approved in Iowa, although they can be 
found throughout the United States. 

Some projects completed in southern 
Iowa include a museum and landscape 
beautification in Ringgold Coundy and a 
native grass seeding plot of 10 acres. 

Between 50 and 100% cost sharing can be 
available through the RC&D for projects 

helping badly eroded areas, flood 
prevention, soil and water management, 
stocking wildlife and fish, recreational 
development and water quality manage­
ment. 

Although Hunt works with the RC&D, his 
major project as soil conservationist is with 
farm soil conservation. Hunt encourages 
farmers to use tile outlet terraces to help 
prevent excess~ve erosion. 

"They were new a few years ago, but now 
people are really building them,'' said Hunt. 
"We also encourage conservation tillage, 
leaving residue on the ground to protect the 
soil. -

Hunt came to Louisa County after 
training iri Burlington. The SCS-also has a 
new technician, Sam Edgar, who began 
working about a month ago. in Wapello. 

Larry Hunt 
Soil conservationist 

Louisa County 



Greene H·eads SOil .CoiDIDissioners 
Bill Greene (at left) of 

Columbus Junction was elected 
chairman of the Louisa County 
Soil Conservation District at its 
last regUlar meeting. Newly 
elected to the board was (from 
left) ay Crul! of Letts, firgil_ 
Corey of Morning Sun and 

Let!nard Chatfield of CQlumbus 
Junction. Olin Jennings is the 
other member of the five man 
board which coordinates the 
activities 9f other Federal, State 
:p;1J1l · al cies · helping . 
~Jiig abQut the conservation, 
development and wise use of 

land, water and related 
resources. 

The board recently purchased 
a film strip entitled "Consider 
The Soil First" which is 
v~able for .: use ., at pub~ic 

meetings. The film shows how 
costly misuse of land can be 

. avoided t:hfough the use of a soil 
survey when building a home, 
building roads or any other type 
of land use. 



Shown are Future Farmers of America participating in the 
Southeast Iowa Soil Ju_dging Contest. 

HOld SE Iowa Soil Judging ConteSt 
'})he W:apehlo and Colutmbus 

J unc.t1on F·uture Far-mers of 
Amerk.a took pa,rt in t h e 
Southeast Iowa Soil Judging 
Contest he1d ne•ar Dmnvine on 
OC't. 11. SchooiLs pa:DticiJpalting 
besides Wape1lo a111d Co~urmlbus 
Junctioo were Me d i .a polis , 
WiruHeld-Mt. Union, M:t. PleaiS•ant, 
Harmony, 'Centtail of Angy!Le and 
Ft. Madison. 

The Mediapolis FF A took first 
pla•cte in <be·am ,s,cOlring and ·also ill 
the two higih illldiv.1duatl soore.s. 
'})he WapeJ.J.o team pl.a.ce.d fourth. 

Repr.ers,enltintg the W a p e 11 o 
cha:p:ter were Dean Schne.ideT, 

Madm Spitmogle and Jerry 
StaJ.k:£1oot. S c h n e i d e il' and 
Spi,tZt1log,1e p1aeed sixth and 
sev.enJth indi.vidua;]J:y. Hiar·oiLd Ham 
is theilr advisoc. 

Representing the C o 1 u m b u s 
Junction · chapter were Brad 
Haisily, Ed Pitee:se , Glen- Walker 
.and GLen Stailey. Larry Everett is 
the.1r ·adv1s:o!T. 

The contest coos.1srts of a 
written test ahout soiil, and the 
judtgilng of tb.Jrtee di:£feroot soiLs. 
On the s.i.ie where eaCib. of 1Jhese 
soiis occuT, 'a hole 2 fe·et wide, 6 
£ee~t long and 3 ;l!eet dloop is dug 
bei£or'e the contest. The soils a:re 

.._tl}.~ judged on sunfa,CJe reatures, 
sOil :flea·twes , land capatbility, 
land use ma!I1a!gtCme111it .a lll 'd 
produCJtivitty. 

'})he oon<tes.t is spon:SIOrod by the 
Louisa, Hen!Ty, Des Motines, J,.ee 
alll!d V·an B'm•en SaiJ. OoinsJC!T'VI(lUOO 
Di·SitriCJts. A plaque ils given to the 
w.i!nJning Iteam, -and the top ttlhxee-

----~------ · im.rl:ivi ·rlaMI.l .c.t>nr£>~ .o~,t><h """""""; •• ,. " 





· Op~iit Ho~~r Set 
An Open House will be held 
ednesday, Sept. 5 at the Soil 
onservation District Office at 

ts new location at 222 N. 2nd. St 
n the ·downtown , business 
istrict. Hours are from 10 a.m. 

1 o 4 p.m. 
The office, formerly occupied 

y the · Fashion Beauty Salon, 
as b,een completely re­
ecorated. 

1 • The District Commissioners 
~ ~ill be on hand to explain the 
.- ervices of the office and 
e xhibits will be on display. Also 
~ vailable to answer questiops 
n ill be Harry Bryant, Coil­
d ervationist, William 1\Jatthews, 
o echnician and Eleanor Stone, 
s lerk. · 
t- Refreshments will be served 

ith a gift for those coming in 
s r a visit. 

Louisa County District 
ommissioners are Olin Jen­

~ ·ngs, Columbus Jet., chairman, 
aye Crull, Letts, Leonard 

h hatfield; Columbus Jet. and 
.s irgil Corey, Morning Sun: 



;f ,., 
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Over 100 at SC Open House 
Approximately one hundred 

people attended the open house 
of the Louisa County Soil Con­
servation District held Sep­
tember 5. Pictured above is one 
of the two Vocational 

Agricult\lre classes from the 
Wapello School that attended the 
open house. 
· The district has had an office 

in Wapello since 1945 but 
recently D,loyed into a remodeled 

office at 222 North Second Street. 
Soil interpretations, recom­

mendations for land use and 
treatment and alternative land 
uses are available from the 
district office. 



' . 1'- 1 j \ .. ("'~· .. .) ~ ..?at 4 and 6 week intervals. In the 
. 2 .4< 2 ""'{~~_e, ... c..::.\ ~ 1~' sallle tests tall F'es~ue yielded 3 

P t M t · Jd tons per . acre and Reeds 8S Ure anagelllefl . . eaS Canarygrass .3.5 tons per acre. 
. · Bryant says warm season 

F L I Scs 0
. • grasses have potential · for 

rODl. 0C8 ffiCe summer pasture in _Io~~· 
· Anyone interested _ shoulct v1s1t 

The efficiency of many 
pasture programs cari be im­
proved by adding an acreage of 
warm season grass such as 
Switchgrass, Indian grass or Big 
Bluestem, to the pasture 
program, according to Harry 
Bryant, District Conservationist 
for the U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service. 

Warm season gra;;ses make 
their best growth during the hot 
dry months of July and August 
when the cool season grasses 
such as Bluegrass, Bromegrass, 

Orchard grass and Fescue are 
dormant. Therefore by having a 
portion of your pasture in the 
warm season grasses you will 
have more pasture throughout 
the grazing season. 

"Dry matter yields of 3.8 tons 
per acre for Switchgrass and 
Indian-grass are· reported by 
Soil Conservation Service Plant 
Materials , Center at Elsberry 
MisS()uri", says Bryant. This is a 
six year average on plots fer­
tilized with 100 ·pound's of 
Nitrogen per acre and harvested 

the Soil ·Conservation office , in 
' , Wapello and discuss the pur­

chase of seed and management 
need for these grasses•. A sample 
of these grasses can also be seen 
in the office. 



Plant . a , windbreak I 

• I Evergr~ens are gen~rttlly best ·. 
As you drive across · .t h .e I for windtireaks becauSe they hold 

countryside oi .Iowa . you · will their needles tll.roughoot tlie yearr· 
opserve place~ •. groves . of tre~s and thus maintain their efiicien~y 
or farmstead wmdbreaks: . Some in breaking the -wind. Most · 
of .these . appear to be q~ .old. ever~ns ·.. Will .'~ give ·good .. 
Many of .them have P~~Y protection in 8-lZ years. They will 
succumbed ·to. ther rava~es ,, 9f often reach 20 feet in height in 15 · 
storms, age, diSeases and e~en ,to years. · · 
that monster ~of ' pro~ess. ' I ~e If you haven't alr~ady planted 
bulldozet". . your windbreak it· won't be . 20 ' 

Why were these trees planted? feet · high. ·this yeaJi~ Why 'wait? 
There are probably a . variety of Let's plant one this year so that 
·reasons. Many of the ea!lY .,~ years £rom .no\Y Y9U WiU h,;,v&~·~ 
settlers came from the countries one 20 .ieet high. : In ~ the meaq;. 
of Europe, where the· love · ~f tilne, \·you · and ·. your' family wiU 
trees was an inhe~nt part . of l get a lot of enjoy·ment in plan­
their • culture. Secondly, t h e Y ning it and many, many more, 
realize the usefulness ~f ~ees, . ·hours of enjoyment·::~ watchi*g·. 
particul~ly on the prairie lands :it gro~ .a~d !~-watchihgJ:h~ ~lc;l· 
of this. state, as a means . of : life ·Which: ·: 1S ' attracted> to ·it . . ' 
shelter from the hot sun and bot · Windbreak 'bulletins . 'Can -, be 
winds of summer~ Thirdly, and secured at the '· extension office or 
probably the most importan~, as · at the.. Soil Conservation C)ffiea 
protection from the frigid blasts I The ., 'Son . Conservation_ Service 
oi winter as the wind how~ed . personnel will assist you in 
aound the lonely log cabin or sod 'selecting the trees which . are 
hut. , , . . .. · adapted to your particula~ ""SiOil. 
M~my of these early settlers: did · \They ,will also ' 1telp YQU in 

not live to see the fruits of their .planning ._the layout of the 
labor reach · full :maturity, but .1Windbreak. _"'· ·/·, ' .. ",::f._•.,, . .,. ~, .~ ~ .. . !" ·. • ·• 

their children .. and . grandchildren · · ' ·. · · . : . . ·.. . ·~ 
.. did.' Even to· thiS: day some of Us: - .. ··~: .. , · ·. · 

are . still ;, benefitilig from . the ! \ 

foresight of these early pioneers. 
A fatmstead windbreak, with . a 

little care 'and~;· maintenance, is a 
permanent part of the landscape. · 
It protects ~nd beautifie$ .the 

, fa;m: an.d pJ;"ovides ·· shelter . ;for 
w1ldlife. . . . . . , 

· · ,._ good windbreak will help 
reduce the · effects of a · bone 
chilling blast of frigid northwest 
wind. Studies sliow wind velocity 
be}lind a 30 foot tall windbreak 
may be reduc~d 50 perce~t as far 

/ away as 240 feet ·. from .the 
planting. In some cases this will 
reduce the fuel ' bill as much · as· 
one third. Livestock will also be 
much more comfortable, thus .. 
reducing the feed bill. No other · 
improvement will replace . ., win<'E : 
break as protection from ·the ! 

wi~ter winds. · ' 



REAP Cut Off., Not Death 
Sentence For SCS Office 

The cutting off of REAP 
( Rural Environmental 
Assistance Program) by 
President Nixon as of Dec. 22, 

. 1972, has raised questions in the 
minds of Louisa County 
residents as to the effect it will 
have on conservation offices in 
the county. 

"As far as the Soil Con­
servation Service is concerned, 
we will continue to assist far­
mers and other land users with 
their problems in soil and water 
conservation, even though the 
President has cut all financial 
assistance for construction of 
needed conservation work", said 
Harry Bryant, District Con­
servationist for the Soil Con­
servation Service. 

"We will continue to survey, 
design and supervise the con­
struction of conservation work 
when it is requested through the 
Soil Conservation District" ,he 
continued. 

·"Actually the installation of 
cost-sharing practices required 
only a small amount of our time. 
We have spent most of our time 
helping farmers apply practices 
without cost sharing, and in­
terpreting soils information fo~ 

wise land use. This involves 
providing the land user with 
informatjon pertaining to the 
·soil _ characteristic that may 
restrict or limit its uses for 
certain things. For example, 
agricultural ground may have 
slight limitation for growing 
crops but it might have severe 
limitations for residential 
development because of a high 
water table, giving a wet 
basement or septic tank 
problems. After the limitations 
are known a wise. decision can 
be made to possible alternative 
land users or corrective steps 
can be taken before a financial 
loss is encountered:" 

In the..t. cost-sharing program, 
the ASC~ handled approvals and 
financial arrangements for the 
participants and the SCS . per­
sonnel did the technical work. 

In Louisa County in 1972; 
REAP funds were used in the 
amount of approximately $50,000 
with the farmers in the program 
spending an additional $100,000, 
Bryant noted. 
The Wapello Republican 

Thursday, January 25, 1973 
Wapello Iowa c~u,.r ... 

lA. 
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Receive Conservation Awards ~~ 
~ ~ . 

J\P 
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Sandra Kongable, sixth grade teacher in the Oo1umbus Junction Schools 
and Jim Gabriel, Jr. High teacher in the L--M Schools' received $50 
sch~larship to q:ttend the IOIWa Teachers Cons1ervati<m. Camp heidi near 
Burlington recently. The Louisa: County Soil Conse:rvatdon District made 
these scholarships available. Olin Jennings, chairman of the district made 
the presentationS'. 

The three week course emphasized the use of the . outdoors as a class­
room. This concept. of relating tihe envtTonment to tbe student is rapidly 
becoming the ·accepted way ef teaching. , 





Kent Ostrem, <left), a freshman 
at Columbus Community High 
School was named winner of the 
Soil Conservation District 

Speech Contest held at 
Columbus Jet. Monday night. 
Kelly Bell won second place and 
Todd McCleary, third. 

SC Speech Winners Told 
Kent Ostrem was chosen Dale -Faulkner, District Con-

first place winner in the Louisa servationist of Washington 
County Soil Conservation County, Mrs. Virgil Corey of 
District Speech contest held · Morning Sun and Leonard 
March 19 at ·the People's Chatfield of Columbus Junction. 
National Bank meeting room in Each year the Louisa District 
Columbus_Junction. Topic of this Commissioners , Bill Greene, 
years contest was "Long-Range J Columbus ' J:unct1on'; ~- Ofin Jen­
Community Benefits from nings, Columbus Junction; Fay 
Proper Land Management''. Crull, Letts; Leonard Chatfield, 
Kent will now represent the Columbus Junction and Virgil 
Louisa District at the Regional Corey of Morning Sun, 
Contest held in July at Amana. sponsor the contest. Prizes are 

Second place winner went to $15, $10, $5 and all other receive 
Kathy Bell and third place to $1. Ribbons are also given. The 
Todd McCleary. contest is open to all students, 

Judge,s for the contest were grades 7 through 12. 



SCS Office 
Moves To 
New Complex 

The Louisa County Soil Con­
servation Service recently 
moved · into a completely re­
decorated office complex in the 
northwest corner of the 
McKeever· building on South 
Second St. 

The SCS, located in Wapello 
since about · 1946, assists lan­
dusers of the cpunty in using 
land and water resources and 
advises in treatments neected to 
overcome .Problems and 
limitations of tbe soU. The 
service is .free of charge to both 
rural and urban landuiers. 

Employed in the office are 
Harry Bryant, Distri«;t · Con­
servationist, William H. Mat­
thews, Soil Technician and . 
Eleanor Stone, Clerk. 

Serving as District Com­
missioners are Olin Jennings, 
Bill Greene, Leonard Chatfield, 
Fay Crull and Virgil Corey. 

The. office in the back of the 
building, formerly occupied by 
the SCS, is now being utillzed by 
Art Roseland, Wildlife 
Ma.nage~B~olog¥t, .Stanley 
:rate · 'f)jjtrkrt'r Foreatet., and 
Douglas Betz, Farmer's Home . 
Administration. 

Also located in the building on 
the southwest corner is , the 

Employees ·or the Louisa. 
County SCS office study contour 

. maps of the area which are used 
to assist landowners In the best 
use and ~eat_ments for soU and 

water resources. Standing from · 
right, Is Harry Bryant, Dlstrlet 
Conservatlpnlst and Wllllam 
Matthews, Soil Technlcla •. · 
Seated Is Clerk, Eleanor Stone. 

.which is the agency for the·- · The ASCS C~unty Com­
administration of federal farm missioners are Ray Kuntz, Jack 
programs. Gipple, and Ralph Crawford. 

Jim Mullahy is County The office has been operating 
Executive Director. Program out of Wapello for about 40 
assistants are Erma ·Dale years. 
Webster, Janice . Boehle . and The office of ·Dr. W.C. Me­
Verna Gajewski. John Cutkomp Williams is located in the center 
is General Field Assistant. aisle of the building. 

I i 



SCS Sponsors 
. '\I . 

Contractors ~, ' 

Area Meeting !} ~ · 
An ali-day meeting of ear­

thmoving and tlllng contractors 
was held Thursday, Jan. 25 at 
the National Guard Armory ln 

.· Mt. Pleasant. The meeting was 
sponsored by the Soil Con­
servation Dlstt·lcts df Lt>Wsa, oes· Moines, :mmi· ·-imd ·Lee· 
counties . . 

The purpose of ttie sessio~ was' 
to instruct and discuss SCS . 
specifications on critical area 
planting, farm ponds, erosion 
control structures, terraces and 
tile. Also emphasized was the 
fact that the services of the SCS 
are still available to contractors 
and farmers for technical 
assistance ln layout, planning 
and design of conservation 
practices. 

Chairman of the afternoon 
session was SC technician Wm. 
H. Matthews of Wapello. 

Attending from Louisa county 
were: Wapello, Mike Mackey, 
Harold Beedlng, Rex Pine, 
Ronald· Beeding, Allan Foster, 
Harry Dickey; Letts, Bobble 
Kemp; Morning Sun, Kenneth 
Springsteen; Columbus Jet., 
Whitey Kemp. Also attending 
was Harry Bryant, Louisa 
county District Conservationist. 



W.l'-' .li'C Cl.l.11.lf;• 

Set Election - ·· 

District SCS 
Commissioners 

:s The election of commissioners 
~ for the Louisa Soil Conservation ,, ' 

~s District wlll be held Wednesday, 
·: . Jan. 24. The polls will be open 
d ·from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. a't the 
1 V.F.W. Hall in Wapello, ac­
'1 cording to Harry Bryant, 
'{ District Conservationist. 

Expiring are 
1 

the six year 
' termcs of Jack Parsons, Wapello, 
~nd ;Howard Gieselman of 

'"Mor-ning1t;.Sun •.. Neither man . .is 
. · 'limning for·'re-idectlon. 

Candidates for the vacancies 
are Gary Mincer of Riverside, 
Leonard Chatfield, Columbus 
Jet. and Fay Crull, Letts. Mincer 
and Chatfield reside in the same 
township, therefore, only one 
can be elected. 

Voters w lll also be electing a 
commissioner to fill a four-year 
unexpired term vacated by the 
resignation of Wayne Barnes of 
Letts. Virgil Corey of Morning 
Sun is a candidate for the post. 

The commissioners, a 
governmental sub-division of the 
state, meet monthly the 3rd ·r 
Monday at the SCS Office in I 

: Wapello. "Their activities are 
directed towards promoting · a 
sound soil and water con­
servation program within. the 
district which will ·benefit the ·~ 
people involved as well as ··the 
public as a whole.' ' Bryant 
noted. "Control of soil erosion 
and the control of water along 
with proper land use through soil \ 

· interpretation are the ·benefit ' 
received from these activities," 
he said. I 
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S'OII Conservalton · 1) 

, Distficf News ~~:~·(' 
I 
1

1 

by· ~eonard Chatfield · . 
· 'Jtlst what is a soil commissioner, 

and .. what does he do?" This is a 
I question that ·has been asked of me 
I a ·few times since I have ;been elected 
i to serve as a commissioner, · arid I 

I
I shall try to -give a few dire. ct answers. 

A district commissioner is one man · 
on a team of five co-workers who · are I 

I 
the key to the success of a soH con­
servation district. These men have 

I 
the . task . of co-ordinating the ef{orts 
,of all agencies, organizations and 

!
individuals with responsibilities in 
natq.ral resources conservation _and 
·development in the district. Being so 
I essential, . ~oil conservation . demands 
1th~ attention and leadership of com-
1 miss1oriers who -serve for the satis­
·faction of making vital contribl,ltions 
tO' the· future welfare of the district 
arid state. · 

The Louisa County District Cern ... 
··missioners and their wives attended 
the July Regional meeting held in 
conjunction with the Regional Speech 
contest at Amana. Several contestants 

1 presented some excellent spee_ches 

I 
with new concepts and approaches to 
soil conservation. First place winner 
'was from Mid-Prairie school district 
and wil'l be advancing to the state 
contest to be held on September 9 
d).lring the Annual Conference for 
Soil Conservation District Commis­
sioners• !n Des Moines. 



·Soil Loss ~: ' '~o 
•• · LiiDits Setv)~. 

Soil loss llmit regulations were y wo objections to the 
adopted for the Louisa county adoption of the llmits were· 
Soil Conservation District at a ' expressed at the hearing which 
publlc hearing held Wednesday attracted approxima.tely 60 
ln Wapello. · District landowners and tenants. 

The District was required to At the close of the hearing, the 
establlsh llmlts and provide for results of the· election of District 
implementation of . the SCS Commissioners which -w~s 

. regulations as set up in the Code held :tueSday, were announced. 
of Iowa by the 64th General E eeted'to flll an unexp!red ·four 
Assembly. . . yea)- term was Virgll ~rey of. 

The maXImum rate o~ s~il Morning .Sun. Named to s1x year 
erosion approved for the D1~tr1ct terms were Ray Crull, Letts and 
is five tons per acre per year Leonard Chatfield, Columbus -
which 'inclu_fles agric~ltural, Jet. other Commissioners are 
non-agricultural and con- warren :Greene and Olln Jen­
strucijon · ~i~es. Und~J.t the rungs, both of Columbus Jet. 
provisions of 

1 

the soil loss llmit Lunch for those attending the 
law, the Q>mmissioner~ wlll hearing and the soli tlllage 
ihvestigate written complaints meeting preceding was · fur­
filed on damages by soli ~rosion. nlshea . by the Columbus Jet. 
H the complaint is valid, the ~ State Bank, People's National 
situation must be remedied with Bank, Columbus Jet., State l 
the assistance of a cost-sharing Bank of Wapello and Iowa State 
program, either publlc." or Bank, :Mornlng Sun. 
- -! ___ .__ -----~ 



Soil Stewardship Week will' be 
observed May 27 through June 3 

Soil Stewardship Week, a 
nationwide obs-ervance which 
e·mph;1si:ies man's obligation to 
God as stewards of th~ soil, 
water and other resources, will 
be observed, May 27-June 3, 
.according to Warren · ( B i ll ) 
Greene, chairman, of . the Louisa 
Soil Conservation District. 

Changing Cha'nenges, t h. e 
theme of this year's observance, 

... ,..invites you to increase your 
understanding, expand y o u r 
perspective, and consider your 

responsibility to the challenges 
and changes of the world around 
you. 

The Louis·a Soil Conservation 
Distvi:ct and some 3 , 0 o 0 
companion districts throughout 
the nation along with their sta·te 
and national associations are 
sponsoring the event for the 18th 
consecutive year. 

The Louisa Soil Conservation 
District will distribute t o 
churches of all faiths, attraetive 
program blanks and booklets 
created particularly for this , 
ear's obse~ee.. · 
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State · Cost-Share Funding 
For Sa.il Conservation A~t/~ :.

7

-~ 
Bill Greene, chairman of the 

Louisa·County Soil Conser-Vation 
District, announced today that 
an allocation of funds has been 
made to the district by the Iowa 
Department of Soil Conservation 
for use in cost-sharing with 
farmers on permanent soil and 
water conservation practices. 

The district is now in a position 
to accept requests from soil 
conservation district 
cooperators for cost-sharing on 
such conservation practices as 

terraces , waterways, diver­
sions, erosion control dams, tree 
planting, and certain other 
practices. Further infQrmation 
can be obtained at the soil 
conservation district office 
located at 222 North 2nd Street, 
Wapello, Iowa. 

Greene pointed out this is the 
first time that state moneys 
hefve been made available to 
cost-share on soil conservation 
practices in iowa. The Iowa 
General Assembly stated that 
not more than 50 percent of the 
actual cost of installing con­
servation practices could be 
paid from these funds. It was 

· also provided that a small part 
of the appropriated funds may 
be used to abate' erosion 
nuisances under the con­
servancy district soil loss limit 
regulations. The law · specifies 
that cost-sharing. must be fur­
nished in an amount of at least 75 
percent or more of the cost of 
the practice before a landowner 
can be required to install control 
measures to abate an erosion 
nuisance. 

Greene further pointed out 
that practices ·installed in the 
cost-share program · must 
adequately control erosion, must 
be propet:}y planne4 and in- · 
stalled as a condition to payment · 
under the program. The staff of 
the Louisa County Soil Con­
servation District will provide 
technical assistance to those 
landowners and operators 
requesting cos.t-share funds. 

The Iowa Department of Soil 
Conservation. allocated $7,000 to 
the , Loui:Ja County Soil , Con­
servation District for cost­
sharing. However, the number 
of cost-share agreements that 
can be entered into during the 
year will be limited. There(ore, 
those wishing assistance should 
make their desires known at the 
district office immediately. 



tie . d State· Soil 
Conservation 
Meel.ing 

'· 
Chatfield and,:,·o · · Je~-

. trict cornmiss~d)ters, · Mrs. 
J e gs, Eleanor Stone;- clerk, and 
Ham,. ant, district cobsen1*onist 

j 
Louisa· nty Soil ConservatiOI' Dis-
trict, were among · the . ~re than I 

. 500 pe9J)le attending a -;~ meet­
ing at .Uie Starlight Villa~ Motel in 
Fo~t I:Jqdge, September ~. A new 
r~;,Y@s ·set for atten .. · . the ' 
2~:(bi\ual Conferenc · Soil · 
C ·on District Co ' • · Rers · 
of Iowa. · 

· · ·unger, Executive ~ary 
of · ti~n~ Association ·of;;~on-
se n ' .. D1str1cts, praised Id'\f3 as 
one· of t~ most progresSi'V~ States in 
soiL C@S~rvation work. * : ld· the 

i gro ~'Their work would Hi : fnore ' 
· challenging in ·the next 10 years, as 
the~ would become more involved 
in :;$~Ce mine reclamatio · . ·sed­
iment ]ltntrol, · agricuitur · off 
pollutron,· and land use planning . 

. cit~ the need for diitdct;s. to . 
get~tlbor§t. technical assistaB 'b1. re­
building · .the corps of Soil Co~er­
vation Service personnel. He also 
sai e · soils information·-4 other ' 
re$ ce material avail from , 
D ts inevitably will inv them 
in, . use planning. · 

:at.Man ~rb of the Lydol}: o}mson 
Sp- Celiter in Houston, T•as, ex­
plained how National Aeronautics 
an .Space Administration comP. .rs 

and electronic ~qu · nt 
resource information 

es. A number of · e 
cies are devising ·. wa · e 
. rmation. . 

"group learned about 
ture in the . Soviet Union 
IvaJl .~t\ta, agricultural · 
the Soviet Union in 

called war' 
~+, .. .n.n'"'"" of soil. Accor·dilltg 

1 ers. . 
Louisa Co. has kept their 4ues 

paid through their calendar ad sales. 
These calendar ad sales also support 
local projects such . as the gpeec;lt 
contest._ On Tuesday,' Sept. 10 G~ 
GoliDghorst · of Scott Co. repr~nf~ 
ing our Southeast · Iowa ltegiob. '1 
was elected President of the Iowa· 

· State Conservation Comm~. 
Vir~il Corey . of Morning SWJ.' ·was 

seated as vice chairman of Refln~· 7. 
. ·-.-"··-.:---- .......... 



Bill Matthews 

William H . . Matthews, soil 
conservation technician for the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation 
ffistrict, retired June 30 after 
~21h years of service. 

A retirement open house is 
planned for Mr. - Matthews and 1 

wife Mary, July 26 at Fellowship 
Hall of the Wapello United 
Methodist church. Friends are 
invited to call from 6:30 until 9 
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··Farmers Urge 
. .. 

~o ·Stop Erosion 

With Terra~~s 
Terraces continue to be the 

m•t needed erosion control 
practice in Louisa county. There 
II a total of about 168,000 acres of 
cropland in LOuisa county, of 
thia about one-half or ·86,000 
acres is losing excessive 
amounts of soil through soil 
eroaion'. 

Louisa county farmers had 
plans and survey work done to 
build about 75,000 feet of 
terraces last year but because of 
a late, wet fall only 15,000 feet 
were built this spring, weather 

. · permitting. 
Another 75,000 feet of terraces 

could have been ready to build in 
1174 if materialS and technical 
help for survey and designing 
the ays~ms had been available. 

The · past year marked . a· 
definite change in the attitude of 
farmers toward terraces. This 
change was brought about by 
three things: First, the past 2 
years have been· extremely 
ero~ive because of the heavy 
rains. Second, the government = watching how 

Terraces can reduce soil loss 
by _·shortening the slopes and 
slowing down the movement of 
water. Tile outlet terraces go 
one step further by trapping the 
sediment that moves between 

. the terraces, therefore they.also 
keep the chemical and fertilizers 
on the farin. 

Research on soils similar t~ 
those found in Louisa county lias 
shown that tile outlet terraces 
will control $Oil loss to as low as 
1~ ton per acre per year. Tile 
outlet terraces combined with 
minimum tillage can provide 
extremely effective erosion. 
control on rolling ground· where 
a rotation .with hay is no longer 
used. / 

Just as farming methods have 
changed, so have terraces. The 
terraces are signed for the large 
modern · machinery. Grassed 
waterways .are no longer 
required to carry off . excess 
surface water. Point .rows are 
nonexistent or held to a ·bare 
minimum. 

A farmer needs to plan a year 
or, two in advance before c n­
s~4:Unt these te ce.systedlS. 
~Jiials ~ hard to. getdol:n. 

~ S~· , in , desilning lhe 
system takes 'time. Installation 
is hard to get down when 

everytblng is in ci'OP and tile alid 
earth moving both is involved. If 
construction cap be planned 
when the field is in hay or small 
grain, chances of getting it all 
done in one year is much better. 

Federal cost sharing is un­
certain at this time. There will 
be some state funds, but unless 

· you have a conservation plan, 
that will delay you more. For 
more information con~ct Harry 
Bryant of the Soil Conservation 
Service in Wapello. 



F.F.A. Tea111s In· Soil Contest 
Three feet deep trenches give 
area FF A boys an inside look at · 
soil types to determine 

The Wapello· and Columbus 
Junction Future Farmers of 
America took part in the 
Southeast towa Soil Judging 
contest he, d near Danville on 
Thursday , Oct. 11. Schools 

rparticipating besides Wapello 
and Columbus Junction were 
Mediapolis , Winfield-Mt. Union, 
Mt. Pleasant , Harmony, Central 
of Argyle and Ft. Madison. The 
Mediapolis FF A took first place 
in team scoring and also in the 
two high individual scores. The 
Wapello team placed fourth . 

capability and· productivity. 
Teams from eight area schools 
competed in the Soil Judging 

Representing the Wapello 
Chapter was Dean Schneider, 
Marlin Spitznogle and Jerry 

! Stalkfleet. Schneider and 
Spitznogle placed 6th and 7th 
individually. Harold Hain is 
their advisor . 

Representing the · Columbus 
Junction Chapter was Br ad 
Haisly, Ed Pleese, Glen Walker 
and Glen Staley. Larry Everett 
is their advisor . 

The contest consists of a 
written test about soil , and the 
judging of three different soils. 

contest ' held last week near 
Danville. 

On the site where each of these 
soils occur a hole two feet wide, 
six feet long and three feet deep 
is dug before the contest. The 
soils are then judged on surfac~ 
features, soil features , land\ 
capability, land use 
management and productivity. 

The contest is sponsored by 
the Louisa, Henry, Des Moines, 
Lee and Van Buren Soil Con­
servation Districts. A plaque is 
given to the winning team arid 
the top three individual scorers 
each receive a trophy . 



-[§] Pasture ~anageme~t ideas~~., 
1'T From Sod Conservation ·Serv191 
1 

From son conserv.·tlo~ SeM~: ~' 
, AccorcJlng to Harry Bryant, district 
conservationist for the U. S. Soil Con­
servation Servke, the efficiency of 
many pasture programs' cao be im­
proved• by adding an acreage of wann 
season grass such as Switchgrass, In-

liD dian . grass · or B.1g Bluestem, tQ . the 
pasture program. . · 

~is- Warm season gras,ses · make their 
ap- best ·growth during the hot dry months 

of July and ·August whEn the coOl sea­
an- .son grasses such as' Bluegrass, Brome­
guJ ;grass, Orchard .grass· and Fesc~e ~re 
)DS :dormant. Therefore by havin·g _a por­
ec- :tion of your pasture in the warm sea­
Ill, son grasses' you will have more pas-

ture througl:tout the grazing sease>n. 
red ;· "Dry nfatter yields· of 3:8 tens per 
ed acr~ foi: Switchgrass and Indian' gra~ 

·:are reported by Soil Conservation Ser­
is-! vice Plant Materials Center at Elsber­
an.ry, Mo," says Bryan,t. This :is a six 
~, year average on ·,plots fertilized with 
~. 1~ pounds Qf Nitrogen. wr acre and 
nd·harvested at 4 and 6 week intervals. 

:In ·the same te~ tall Fescue yield~ 
.b· 3 tons per acre and Reeds·... Canary-
~a grass 3.5 tons ·per acre. • 
~~ Bcyant says warm season grasses 
:s have potEntial for summer pasture in 
~ Iowa. Anyone · interested should visit 
i1 the ,SOil Conservation office in W~pello 
· and discuss the purchase of ·seed and 
~ · ·111anagement oeed1 for theSe gnisses . 
..t A sample of these grasses can aliso. be 
t; seen in the office. 
l . ' -L_ 
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He likes soil • • commiSSion 'iob without pay' 
By JJM RUDISILL 
Neighbors staff 

an unwillingness · to actively participate with the soil 
commission. 

The pay is low , in fact nothing, with · only expenses "I've enjoyed the work," Gladfelder is quick to counter 
reimbursed; the term is long, six years; and the work can however . 
demand a lot of effort. One part of the job which has been especially pleasing 

But, the purpose involved, ·conserving soil resources for for Gladfelder has been attending conservation short courses . 
future use , is important enough to have convinced Kester at Iowa State University. 
Gladfelder, Wapello , to devote over four years to the cause. New techniques and practices are described at the 

· Gladfelder is the chairman of the Louisa County Soil meetings, and Gladfelder. said they have been especially 
Conservation District, a post he has held for the PC!St two interesting and helpful. 
years . , One new technique which has been receiving a lot of 

He, along with four other area men, assist soil attention lately has been the idea of minimum tillage . 
conservation workers plan local efforts aimed at reducing 

1 
" Gladfelder said minimum tillage is one of soil 

soil losses and promoting good soil management. conservationists' biggest hopes, although problems with 
While the other area men are farmers however, insect control, weed control and farmers ' acceptance are 

Gladfelder is a -Wapello pharmacist who describes himself proving troublesome. 
as a frustrated farmer. ' 'Our biggest hope (in reducing erosion) is in this thing of 

Frustrated because after being born and raised on a 

minimum tillage," Gladfelder said, adding farmers must be 
convinced their yields will not suffer if tpey use the new 
method. 

Gladfelder fits in well for this education assignment 
ho·wever, because prior to becoming a pharmacist he taught 
school in Appanoose county and Wapello . 

But education of farmers to use the technique is just one 
part of increasing interest in .soil conservation. 

Gladfelder said an effort must be made to increase 
farmer participation in the commission itself. 

''I think there ought to be a long list of farmers wanting 
the job of commissioner, " he said. 

It is a worthwhile job, he continued, and while he has 
enjoyed it , he does not plan to run for re-election wh en his 
term expires next year. 

" This is -a type of job that should be passed along 
because everyone learns from it ," he said. 

farm in southern Iowa , Gladfelder was forced to abandon 
agriculture because of an asthma condition. L 0 u ·1 5 a 

The condition has not dimmed his desire to see good soil · U rg e 5 
managment techniques practiced, and while a city dweller By JIM RUDISILL 

work be done this year 
may seem to be an od,d person to have on a soil commission , Neighbors staff 
Gladfelder said .this is a current trend. 

He explained the state soil conservation office suggested 
the local groups attempt to get urban people involved. 

"They felt conservation doesn't just stop at city limits ," 
he sa id . 

The suggestion was issued about the same time a 
vacancy developed on the Looisa county commission, and 
Gladfelder was asked to accept the position . 

" I always wanted to be a farmer ," Gladfelder admitted 
with a nod , and the opportunity to work with a soil 
conservation group became the next best thing after his 
asthma prevented that occupation. . 

The job however has had its frustrations ; like the article 
he r-ecently read where more. soil is being lost through 
erosion that ever before. 

Or , the frequent lack of interest in new techniques and 

Jim Ranum, Louisa county district soil conservationist , 
has urged farmers in tereste_d in constructing soil 
conservation structures to consider doing the work this 
summer. 

According to Ranum, most farmers usually wait until 
fall to have the work done, in -order to raise row crops on the 
land. _ 

However, contractors during this time frequently are 
busy, forcing many jobs to be carried over into the next. year. l 

In addition, earthwork during the fall is not as easy as in 
the summer, when dry conditions make soil easier to move. 

"You get better quality work during the summer," 
Ranum explained, because the earthwork is easier. 

He suggested farmers consider planting a small grain, 
such as oats or rye, or next year winter wheat, if they want a 
crop from the land. 

He also. suggested using the set-aside program to 
. compensate for the loss of row crops _during summer work. 

Another benefit , besides the general availability of 
contractors in the summer and the better quality work , is the 
cost share factor on the work. 

Ranum said work which is approved first is the first to 
get the money in the cost share program, and since summer 
work would be done sooner then the fall work , it would 
receive priority. 

Under average conditions, the combination of reasons 
which Ranum said make summer work a better idea , can 
actually save a farmer 10-15% of the regular cost of the 
work. . . 

He suggested before any work is done, a farmer should 
stop in at the SCS office in Wapello to make sure the work 
conforms to conservation specifications , making it eligible 
for cost sharing. 



Jen_nings Wins 
1./-lr- t\, 

Speech Contest 

Linda Jennings, a junior at 
Celudlbus Junction Com­
murdty School, won the Louisa 
County Soil Conservation 
DIStrict speech contest. 

The winner won fifteen dollars 
cash prize and will advance to 
regional competition this 
summer to compete against 
other district winners. 

Un(ta is the daughter of Mr. 
and "Mrs. Olin Jennings of 
Columbus Junction. 

Jody Humiston of L lc M 
Sc · won runner-up honors 
an :teceived ten dollan cub 
~· She is the daughter of Mr. 
8bct . Fred H toll of 
Lettl. 



etts Farn1er Applies For 
. lj-1 t.--11..) 

oils Long Terin Contract 

I 

Dick' Bieri, Letts area farmer, signs the first long-term &IJ'eement 
for' solbl co-operation at the Louisa county SCS office. Assisting is 

. Mrs. Eleanor Stone, clerk. 

. Dick Bieri of Letts has filed for 
a lo.nl contract to carry out 
coDBervation work on his farm in 
Grandview township. 

Bieri is the first farmer in 
Louisa county to sign such a 
request. In signing, he has 
agreed to apply all of the needed 
conservation practices on his 

farm within the next ten years . 
When he has completed all of the 
conservation work this farm 
will have total erosion control. 

The contract guarantees in 
return, that cost sharinl will be 
available from the federal 
government to carry out .con­
seryation work for the leqth of 
the contract. At the present time 
the state government is also 
carrying out a cost sharing 
program for the long term 
contract. It's therefore possible­
to receive a maximum of 75 
~rcent cost-sharing from the 
two units of governmen.t to apply 
the needed conservation work. 

These funds are limited at the 
present time bu~ int~rest and 
cooperation will lietermme the 
future of this program. 

Anyone interested In a con­
. tract of this sort shoulcJ contact 

either the ASCS office or the SCS 
office in Wapello. 
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!Louisa One· Of FoUr Counties In 
e " . . . • . , . . • • 

Proposed G~ode .w onde~-itnd 
\ i ' ' ' ;~'\t.' 

LouiS& county will probably The appli~ation says that 9f I 
event1:1ally become part of-a four the four counties, Louisa has tb:e 
county government planned lowest population (10~700), the 
program , to conserve and largest per centage of people ---L-o-ul..,..i_a ____ ..., 
dev.elop reBOUrces called "Geode over 45 (50 per cdnt), the highest 
Wonderland." · average age (31), and the 

The ·"Geode Wonderland ;' highest percentage ·· of 
would. consist of Louisa, Lee, agricultural workers (32 pe~ 
Henry,, arid Des Moines counties. cenO. . 
A 36 'pige application to tqe The application i~cl1:1des a 
sta,te ~d federal governments long list of ,problem areas in the 
to nil this Resource Con- four county ~re~ . ra~ng from 
servation, and Development soU erosion to poverty. "Recent 
(RC&D) J)rogram was recently encourageq1ent to.prod1,1ce con:t 
completed. The application says_ and soybeans without .restriction 
regional planning is es,ential for }\as l~d to using some critical soil 
proper land use, soil con- areas for theF crops. Excessive 
servation, recreation, etc. erosion has 0 · .. ·.curred and these . 

The RC&D ~pplication, areas are in prime. rieed of hind 
written by citizens from the ·four use conversion," the report said.' 
counties, must be approved by a In Louisa county, the report 
string of state and . federal said that 8,300 acres of woodland 
bureaucracies, which Wi-~1 need reforesting,' Ul,9:00 acres of 
probably change p~rts of ,the woodland should be converted to 
a p p 1 i cation . These grassland, and 8,300 acres of 
bureaucracies include the s~te cropland need , p~rm.anent 
Office of Planning and vegetati~n. · 

Programming, the governor's The latest available statistics 
office, the Soil Conservation in 1969 shaw that 9.8 wr cent of 
Service <SCS> office in Des the Louisa county f,airiUies .had 
Moines; and the SCS ·office in incomes below th' po'V,erty level, 
Washington. compared to 8.9 per ~cent 'in the 

Once· the proposed RC&D is state. ' These data sUggest thaf 
· approved, Washington would there are families m the area 

send a full time administrator . to who do not have sufficient 
the area to help local govern- family· income to' meet · 'thelr 
ments and organizations with needs for a minimupi ,qual~ty of 
projects. The . administrator life. This suggests another :area 
would give advice on how to for study and $Cti9n· l:iy ·both . 
apply for state and federal funds decision makers· and citizens in 
for local projects. the Buriington area ;" lthb report 

For example, the city of said. · · · 
· Wapello will need thousands - · . : ·• i 

perhaps mill19ns - of . dollars to ' · 
solve the river bank erosion I't continued, ".-:.the· ·leaders 
problem. The RC&D Jld,- and cit!zens of the ,:Burlington 
·minist~tor' ctiuld help lo<;al area will be challe'qge4 ' to 
officials ld the funding from provide' both _th'e' quality and 
Des M(tll:fes ."or Was}lington. qu~ntity of goods · and ·services 
· The f~: coawty area is named to~ meet the demands~ ·of; the· 

ttre G~ Wonderland, the existing populatio·n ~ and · the 
applicatll)na ys., because, ".The additional people that will likely 
geode, of~ state · rock of be living within the folk !county 
·Iowa, ~es .a significant area by the year 2000. '' · 
symbol fdtl" tbe ~outheast area of These goods and services will 
the ~t~te.Jt ··s ·· ~ere in the four include health ca,re.l. : em.: 
countie.&\ rcomposing Geode ployment opportuilities,:schools, 
Wonderl6iid ~ere we find of the libraries, churches ;. streets, 
few depoaitl 'Of _this geological public water supplie~ : energy 
's}>ectacular' ·in the ·world... , supplies, public s.ewage 

"Arid 1!8. qte ·potential . beauty systems, garbage disposal, 
of the geode is ~. held within its police protection,, , , parks, ' 
glovelike ~es, so the . ! 

1playgrounds,- .. civic · J 1: centers, 
potential development of Geode shopping centers, transportation 
Wonderland ,{ies within · this , ~~:.:systems , and others.,. 
RC&D pro~~/' A ~ 

\ . 

, • f; ~ I • 

Louisa county is one of the four counties In a .~.. "Geode 
Wonderland." The government project would asllat .~l govern­
ments and ~rganizatlons c,onaerve and develop ,.r.,.~"'· 

p 

. 1 



, -l~§oil Conservation A wards 
~~rPresented At Luncheon 

Louisa County Soil Con­
servation District Com­
missioners served as hosts at a 
luncheon at Harold's Place in 
Columbus Junction honoring Mr. 
and Mrs. Del Farrier of 
Columbus Junction and Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Dutton of Mt. 
Pleasant, local winners in the 
Des Moines Register and 
Tribune contest, and news 
editors and wives of Louisa 
county newspapers. 

The Register and Tribune 
contest is sponsored by the I;>es 
Moines Register and the local 
soil conservation district. It is to 
honor farmers in the county for 
doing an outstanding job of 
conservation farming. 

Mr. and Mrs. Farrier received 
the award for their 160 acre farm 
in Columbus City township. It 
was entered in the owner­
operator division of the contest: 
Mr. Farrier has established 119 
acres of contoUring 1 2 acres of 
gr,ssed waterways, 19,000 feet 
of terraces of which 4,000 feet 
are the newer tUe outlet 
terraces, 1 farm pond, lO,OOO feet 
of tile and · 17 acres of con­
servation tillage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dutton's 300 acre 
farm is located in Grandview 
township and was entered in the 
class for farmers who have been 
cooperators for less than two 
years with the district. Mr. 
Dutton has installed 39 acres of 
contouring, ~feet of tile outlet 
terraces, 3000 feet of tile and 1 
acr'· of critical erosion area 
planting. 

The editors were honored for 
the cooperation given the 
distri~t in promoting con­
servation through the printing of 
news articles throupout the 
past yean. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dutton, 
Mt~ Pleasant, receive the 
Register & Tribune cooperator 

OUn JeDDings, Louisa Co. Soils 
chairman, presents the Regiater 
and Tribune owner -operator 

I 

conservation award from OUn 
Jennings, Soils Chairman. 

conservation award to Mr. and 
Mrs. Del Farrier, Columbus 
Junction. " 
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Soil· con·servation 
speech contest is 
sfated. on April 8 

The Louis'a County So i 1 
Conservation District is a goain 
sponsoring the soil conservation 
speech contest for Louh:;:a county 
students (grade 7 th rough 12). 

'I'he topi;c for · this year's con1test 
:iJs Land Use Pol!ic'Y - A P·atte•rn 
for P:t;osperity. Speeches must be 
at least 5 minutes long and no 
longer than 10 minutes. They will 
be judged on originality, a:ptness 
of thought, ·a c c u r a e y of 
infor.m.ation and the · manner in 
wihd·ch they are delivered. · 

Contestants will be asked two 
questions by the judges. ~he 
s:a me questions will be asked 
ea Cih e.ontes,tan:t. 

Conltestants in the d i s t r j c t 
eont est will be perm~tted to m~e 
3x5 note crards . 

The winner of the district 
contest will adiV,ance om m a 
regional contest a nd the regional 
winner will adv,an,ce to state 
competi:tion. 

Prizes at the dlistriclt c:ontest 
.are $15 for first, $10 f'Or secJnd 
a'nJd $5 for third and all otners 
will receive $1. Regional and 
srt:ate p.rize·s total over $295. 

The contest will be held April 8, 
·at the PeopJes N a·tionral B:Jnk 
meert1ing l'OOim at G o 1 u m b u s 
Junction at 8 p.m. 

The deadline fo·r enrtering the 
· conte<St iS' April 5. Stud~nts 

interested }n entering should 
conltact the Soil Conservation 
Di.srtl"ict office at 2e NIOC'tlh 2nd 
Street, Wapello, Iowa or call 523-
6411 . . 
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teer1ng 
u ·;,. it set 
forRC 

The Resource Conservation and 
Devel9pment council for Area XVI is 
well Qn the way toward reality. 

Twenty-three of the 24 persons who 
will serve on the steering committee, 
or council, were named Wednesday 
night. 

Organization of county aiid area 
councils from this group began with 
Jim Hawkins o Argyle serving as 
temporary chairman and Ralph 
Dewey, district conservationist for Des 
Moines county, temporary secretary. 

Des Moines, Lee, Louisa, and HEmry 
counties will be represented here July 
16 when a Soil Conservation ·Service 
infor:n;}.ation specialist visits the area 
to assist RC&D project members in 
prop.totipg the area concept. 

, Goal is to improve the economy and 
environment of the whole area through 
conservation; development and better 
utilization of its natural resources. 

I • 
The -group will meet at 7:30 p.m. 

Aug. 7 in Room 211 of the Burlington 
Federal Building to elect permanent 
officers and approve constitution and 
hv-lA.W . 

Application for an RC&D grant is 
scheduled to be filed by Sept. 5. 

Representatives from eac~ c?u~ty 
include one supervisor, one sOll dtstnct 
comm ission·er and four a t-l~rge 
Citizens. One more is to be appomted 
from Henry county. Members are: 

DES MOINES - Merle Kelly, Burlington, 
supervisor ; Ray Pilling,. Media.polis, soil 
commissioner ; Olive Sullivan, J1m Settles,. 
Milton Distelhorst and Sherman Smith, all of 
Burltngton. , . 

HENRY - Carroll Crane ,. Loc.,kridge, 
supervisor; Dale Waters, Mt . Pl.ea~ant, soli 
commissioner; Leland McCosh, Wmfleld; John 
Carty, Winfield , and Gerald Lehman, New 
bOndon. 

LEE - Robert O'Malley , Ft: Madison , 
.supe.rvisor ; Jim Hawkins, Argyle, s~il 
commissioner; Charles Burke, Wever; Maunce 
Krebill , Donnellson ; Patsy Part ridge, Keokuk, 
and Wayne Sanders, Ft. Madison . . 

LOUISA - Leonard Elliott , Wapello , 
supervisor; Virgil Corey, Morning Sun, ~oil 
commissioner; Bob Fulton, Columbus Junction ; 
Bill Small, Wapello; Russell Gast, .~tts , and 
Mrs . Owen Jennings , Columbus Junction. 



Suggests Methods 1:o Control 
( 

Soil Erosion In County 
How can farmers compete 

with this erosion problem and 
still produce more? For con­
tinous row cropping; the com­
paratively new type of tile outlet 

come to the Louisa County oil 
Conservation District office ·and 
request a long range plan for 
con trolling erosion on their 
farm. 

The use of Louisa County's 
farm land has been rapidly , 
changing to a more intenslve use 
of two crops, especially­
soybeans. This is leading to a 
critical situation concerning soif 
erosion, says Harry Bryant;· 
District Conservationist lfor, the 

terraces is the surest and longesL --~-------­
lasting way of controlling 

Soil Conservation Serviee. 
I 

E'rosion will be an evep bigger
1 

1 

erosion. But terraces should be 
part of a long range .plan 

· because they take time and 
money to install. threat this year because of iw .' 

requirement of set-aside acres.!\ . 
~nd ille demand fo~ mor~ Certam tilla.ge and 
production from the nation·,~·:l . , management practices ~an be 
farmers. Most of the m~rgina·l ~t ~sed .by t~emselves or m con-

.. ground that has been idled in the JUnc~IOn Wl~ ter:races to reduce 
, ·' ast ~·.Will · .h· · ·. ·ui· · nto · ~: ~~.P f' ·erOFJlon. Th1s 1s usually ac-
. ?,,.p ' · . , ,._,a~ .;., P A .. ·:....· 2 ~ f-rt' 'm~~complished by tilling the soil- so -.. 

"'productlon,. thl~ ·year, and· o~! . :~ , .. . . . . 
ground that has had a rotfition·t.~ the sodl remams open longer !or 
will be farmed intensively to row · . water mtake ~nd by ~etarding 

' surface runoff. The sod surface crop. 

~ith these concUtions it is very 
possible that soil erosion could·: 
be the worst in history. For·1 

el(a~ple, some good two to four · 
percent prairi~ soils will lose' 
fifteen to twenty tons of soil per· 
acre this spring if it is under a ' 
cropping system of corn and , 
beans and fall plowed. , Two to, 
four percent slopes is considered 

· flat · ground by most Louisa• 
County farmers on eight to ten . 
percent slope. Soil losses may be 
as high as 60 tons per acre if it is 
kept in continous corn and 
beans. 

can be kept open longer by 
protecting it from the direct 
impact of raindrops by using a 
crop residue mulch. Al$o leaving 
the surface cloddy it is .more 
resistant to break down by 
raindrops. The no-plow method 
of tillage accomplish both of 
these conditions. 

Where ground is steeper than 
two to four percent probably a 
combination of terraces and 
tillage practices would be 
required to hold down soil losses. 

Farmers concerned 'about 
erosion on their farm · should 



Jttl~~d Conference 
The 29th annual conference of 

the Soil Conservation District 
Commissioner of IoWa was held 
in Des Moines last week. Louisa 
County District Commissioners, 
Olin Jennings, Virgil Corey, and 
Bill Newell attended the con­
ference. Jennings was h9nored 
as the Outstanding District 
Commissioner for Region 7. 

It was announced at the 
conference that three workshops 
for teachers interested in con-

. servation education will . ·held in 
OCtober. The dates are Oct. 3-4 
Camp EWALUA at Strawberry 
Point, Oct. 1(}.1.11 S~te 4-H camp 
at I.Alther ,. and Oct. 10-11 Camp 
Hitchcock at Crescent. In­
terested teachers from Louisa 
county can get more information 
at the Soil Conservation District 
office located at 222 North 
Second Street iri Wapell_o or 
call 523-6411. 



CJ-IS' ~/:,~ . .. 

~ttend Conference' 
The 29th annual conference of 

the Soil Conservation District · 
Commissioner of Iowa was held 
in Des Moines last week: Louisa 
County District Commissioners, 
Dlin Jennings, Virgil Corey, and 
Bill Newell attended the con­
ference. Jennings was h9nored 
as the Outstanding District 
Commissioner for Region 7. 

It was aimounced at the 
~onference that three workshops 
£or teachers interested in con­
servation education will. held in . 
October. The dates are Oct. 3-4 
Camp EWALUA' at Strawberry 
Point, Oct. 10-11 State 4-H camp 
at Luther, and Oct. 10-11 Camp 
Hitchcock at Crescent. In­
terested teachers from Louisa 
~ounty can get more information 
at the Soil C'.-onservatfon District 
()ffice located at 222 North 
~ond Street in Wapell:o or 
~u 523-6411 ~ 

I 

I 
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Louisa County Conservation Award winners for 1975 are, from 
left to right, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Bieri, operators, Mrs. Fred Wier, 
owner, all from Letts, · "Iowa, and Leonard Chatfield, Columbus 
Junction, chairman of the Louisa County DiStrict ColllDlissioners, 
who presented the certificates. A dinner was held in their honor 
recently at Columbus· Junction. The fann was chosen for the 
. aw~d because of the conservation work ·that has. been applied. 

District coDllll.issioners from the Louisa DiStrict making the 
selection were: Leonard Chat.fiel'd, chaiinnan; Virgil Gorey of 
Morni!llg Sun;. Kester Gladfelder, Wapello; Bill Newell, Letts; 
and Olin Je~ of Columbus Junction. 
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COnserva-tion b·oosters · 
honored Ot con.fererice 
By BOB SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm •dltcrr 

There were two Burlington teachers 
and two Hawk Eyeland farmers among 
the honorees when the Soil 
Conservation District Commissioners 
of Iowa held their 29th annual 
conference at Des Moines last week. 

Cited as eastern Iowa regional 
winner in conservation competition 
was Dillon Graber of Wayland. He· 
operates a 208~acre farm in southern 
Washington county. Graber has 80 
acres of the place terraced and 159 
acres farmed on the contour. There are 

• 22 acres of pasture that have been 
renovated and he's built a,farm pond 
and soil erosion control structure. He' 
uses a conservation tillage program on . 
100 acres. 

Regional w.inners among 
, conservation teachers included 
Beverly Lundy of Burlington's Corse 
school, elementary division, and 
Elizabeth Pollock, James Madison 
Middle school, secondary school 
division. • 

C. Outstanding district commissionett 
for ~gion 7 is Qlip J~gs, ~ 
county district. He has served as a 
C'O'ln missioner for 
the past six years 
and. was ' chairman 
from 1973 to '75. 

Jennings has 
supported con­
servation educa-
tion for -young "· ~~ 
people by promot- Olin Jennings 
ing outdoor classrooms, speech con­
t~sts and poster contests. In 1974 he 
serv~d as farm host. for the area soil 
judging contest. He's also involved in 
the Geode Wonderland Resource, Con" 
servation and Development project, is 
chairman of the Louisa county RC&D 
committee and also is on the four­
county executive bo~rd. 

Olin and his wife, Norma, have five . 
children, Marilyn Ann , Betty Jo , 
Linda, Alan and Janice. They farm 
480 acres south of Columbus Junction. 

Jennings bought tlie run-down f¥m " 
in 1957. He filled deep gullies, built 
five erosion control ponds, all new 
fences, seeded waterways, renovated 
pastures,, 'tiled, straightened or 
eliminated meandering eroding 
streamlets and bnilt badly-needed 
terr.aces. He is renovating 21 acres of 
timberland for use as a young walnut 

: tree forest preserve area. 
William Brune, state 

conservationist for the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS), told the 
commissioners: " More than 100,000 

~ re oo eratin with ' 

local soil conservation districts to 
protect soil on their farms. They've 
made substantial progress but the 
bulk of the work is ahead. 

"One fact that makes progress ~ook 
slow in Iowa," ijrune ~aid, "is · the 
increase in raw crop acreage. Land 
th..,at was adequately protected with 
rotations 10 ol15 years ago is subject 
to severe erosion when it's continually 
cropped." 

SCS figures show that since 1960 
more t.han 4.5 million ·acre of land 
have been treated for erosion, but in 
that same time row cropping increased 
byaover five million acres. 

M i ·n A m e m i y a , e x t e n s i o n 
agronomist at Iowa State university, 
observed that Iowa's worst soil erosion 
in 25 years occured the past t'wo years .• 
He also blamed intensive row cropping 
and heavy spring rains that fell on 
bare, teleanly .cultivated fields. He 
urged'more conservation tillage. ' 

Frank Schaller, ISU extension 
agronomist, said pasture renovation 
by a method called interseeding can 

· reduce soil erosion compared with the 
conventional method of plowing or 
disking, then seeding. 

Interseeding of legumes in pasture is 
· done with a special drill that opens a 
slit or trench .in grass sod. Seed 
placement and coverage are. shallow, 
Schall~r said: Paraqu~t, a contact 
herbicide, can be sprayed on the 
existing grass to retard ~owth until 
the new seedlings are established. 1 

It was announced at the conference 
..... that three workshops will be held over 



The following l.A>uisa C.oWlty 
farmers have completed tile 
outlet terraces: Bill Hook, 
Paul Gustifson ," Larry Boysen, 

· War ren McConahay, Lloyd 
Meyerholz·, Sl ephen Bausch, 
J•'rank Baird .and . Darrell 
Schenk . 

TI1is information was reported 

a1 the October meeting of the 
I ... Huisa Cotmty Soil r..onservation ' 
District in . Wapello. Initial 
agreements of Phil Klop­
fenstein, Jack Bwm Jr .. and 
Donald Wilson were approved, · 
as well as the basic plan of 
_Norman Stone .. 
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Hope Fo 
Decent Spring 
- 'The bitter cold winter winds 
ar~ · now blowing over the 
county's·farm land which is hard 
with frost, but in just five weeks, 
weather permitting, farmers 
will be cultivating their land in 
preparation · for a season that 
will ( .hopefully produce better 
weather than last year. 

Like last year, farmers will be 
pinched by the high cost of fuel, 
as well ·as shortages and high 
costs for the petroleum based 
fertilizers. 

It is impossible to tell -the 
percentages_ of corn and 

·soybeans farmers are planning, 
especially this early · inthe 
season. If the county is not 
plagued with the heavy spril)g 
rains that have hit the past two 
·years, farmers will tenp to plant 
more corn, which has a longer 
growing season. 

., ~. r . . 
On the other hand, the con­

tinued fertilizer pinch could in­
duce ' farmers to plant more 
soybeans, 'which require less 
fertilizer : . 

Jim· Pogemiller, manager , of 

Farmer's Elevator and Ex­
change in Wapello, said, "I think 
we'll have as much, if not a little 
more fertilizer than last year," 
Although he does 1 not have 
enough fertilizer to meet the ' 
total demand, he said he refuses 
to buy it on the black market for 
higher prices. "If everyone 
stayed away from the black ' 

1 market, the price would go 
down,'' he said. 

The elevator can not take on. 
any new customers, but the 
customers it now has will get 
enough, "if they use good 
judgement and do not go 
overboard he said ~ · · 

One positive result of the 
shortage may be that farmers 
will stop using more fertilizer . 
than they need. It could also .. 
encourage some crop rotation, 
which is a natural way ·of 
returning nitrates to the soil. 

Bryant. , 
Bryant is urging farmers to 

not overwork. the soil, to leave as 
much crop resique on the ground 
as possible, and \to dislt soybean 
stub~le rather than plow, it. 

Residue left on the ground will 
reduce the impact of rain, and · 
act as a mulch to keep in 
moisture. 

Bryant said farmers shpuld 
consider the no-till planting 
methods, which have been used 
in western Iowa and southern 
Illinois. The method can be used 
for corn, but is better on 

. soy !Jeans. 

The heavy rains last spring, 
combined . with the increased 

acres of cropland, resulted in one -
of the worst years of soil erosion 

A herbicide is used to kill the 
grass and weeds 'in the field and 
the mulch is left on th.e ground. 
Without any other cultivation, 
the crop is then planted. A 
special attachment in fl"'OQ~ of 
the tractor prepare& a . narrow 
seed bed about five incbfs wi~e 
and two or three inches deep. 

·"It's probably one of the 
·cheapest ways to control erosion 
and conse ve energy," Bryant 
said. 

on record, according to district 
· soil conservationist Harry 



Harry Bryant, Gerry Gill TQ Leave Wapello · 

Harry Bryant·. 

·Harry Bryant, District Con­
servationist for ,the Soil Con­
servation Service a~ Wapello, 

. has been promoted to the 
Williamsburg, Iowa , field office, 
acco'rding to Eldon Weber , Area 
Conservationist, of the Soil 
Conservation Service. Br-~ 
will take ~ver J~is new du es 
July 21. His duties there will 
assisting the Iowa County So 
Conservation District with so 
and water conservation resource 
problems. , . 

Bryant started with the Soil 
Conserv.ation 'Service in 1962 at 
·Corydon, Iowa as a part ·tin,e 
Soil Conservation Technician. ~ln 
1966 he became a full time ~il 
Conservation technician in the 
Burlington Field bffice . In l9'71 
he became Soil Conservationist 
andllater · District :Con­
servationist in the Wapello Field 
office. 

Bryant atten,ded college at · 
Iowa State University from 1950-
1952 and received a Bachelor of 

· Science Degres from Western 
illinois in 1971. He served with 
the armed forces in Korea 
during the Korean conflict and 
farmed in Wright and Wayne 
counties before joining the Soil 
Conservation Service in 1962. 

Mrs . Bryant is a home 
economist and has taught m the 
Corydon, Danville and Morning 
Sun school systems. The Bryants 
nave five childl'en: Dean: , a 
Freshman at Western · illinois . 
University, Bruce, a Freshman 
at Iowa State University; Beth, 
a senior; Blair, a sophomore and 
Steven a Freshman in high 
school . 
. The . Bryants will be moving 
to the Williamsburg area as aoon 
assuitable housing can be foWld. Gerry Gill 

· Gerry Gill will leave Wapello 
Friday after serving five years 
as the Wapello district manager 
of the Mark Twain National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Gill, 37, will be replaced by' 
Tom Early, who will .. . take over 
Monday .Early now works at the 
Seny National Wildlife Refuge in . 
the Upper Michilan Peninsula. 

Gill-'s wife Kathy works at the 
Wapello State Bank. They have 
four children~ Gill has been 
active in cub scouts for four 
years, coached a little league 
team for four years, and was 
president of the· Lions Club in 
Wapello before it folded. 

"We will miu Wapello. We 
had a lot of friends here. When 

··you settle in one place for more 
than two . y~, you develop 
roots that are hard to pull," he 
said. 

Gill works for. the Fish and 
Wildlife Service In the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. He 
has managed three wildlife untta 
in the Wapello diatrict; the 
.I~uisa unit in the north end of 
Lake Odessa, the Bla Timber 
unit, three miles north of the 
Louisa unit, and the Ketthlb\q 
uni~ in Keithabq, m. 
. Gill will become a wUcWfe 
biolOifat ln chqe of wilcllUe 
management pr01fams at the 
Crab Orchard National Wildllfe 

. Refuge in Carterville, ru. 
He will help develop 

management prOifams for deer 
and Canada gee~~ populatlona . . 
"I'm hoping I'll become more 
involved with biolo1lcal 
prOifams and leu involved with 
adminiltrative work," he aaid . 

He conaiden the job a atep 
towarde hla · ultimate 1oal 
beco~ a wildllle reaearcher. 



Jennings ~amed 

Outstanding 

·Commissioner 

Olm Jennings 
Olin · Jennings, District 

Commissioner for the Louisa 
County Soil Conservation 
District, was recently chosen 
from the 12 districts in Region 
Seven as outstanding district 
commissioner. Oliii has served 
as a commissioner for the past 6 
years and was chairman from 
1973 to .1975. 

Jennings has been involved in 
the · Geode Wonderland 
Resource, Conservation and · 
Development project. He is 
chairman of the Louisa County 
·RC&D committee and is also on 
the four county ex~utive board. 

Olin, and his wife Norma, 
have 5 children, Marilyn Ann, 
Betty Jo, Linda, Alan and 
Janice. The Jennings farm, is 
480 acres south of Columbus 

nction. 

More has been accomplished 
on the Olin Jennings farm than 
first meets the eye or appears on 
office records as it was probably 
one of the worst examples of soU 
stewardship in Louisa County 
when purchased by the Jennings 
family in 1957, says Jennings. 

Unimproved, badly eroded, 
heavily infested with 
cuckl~burrs and other noxious 
weeds, · with tumbledown 
unusable fences and buildi~gs, 
this farm has had to undergo an 
entire renovation from all 
aspects. 

Purchasing an oid bulldozer, 
Jennings filled gullies deep 
enough to bury a couple 
bulldozers, built five erosion 
ponds (receiving government 
payments on two), built new 
fences, seeded waterways, 
renovated pastures, tiled, 
straightened or eliminated 
meandering eroding streamlets, 
and built needed terraces. 

Twen,ty-one acres of tim­
berland js currently being 
renovated for use as a young 
walnut tree forest reserve area. 

Despite the unusual weather 
conditions and heavy rainfall, 
Jennings has worked through 
the years to make his farm a 
model, for. soil conservation. 
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Linda Jennings r D 

District Speech 
Contest 

Linda Jennings will represent Lou­
isa County Soil Conservation District 
in a Regional Speecn contest later 
this summer. Linda's speech on 
"Land Use Planning - Insurance 
for Mankind" earned her thirty five 
dollars~ aJJd a chance to ~pete for 
larger cash prizes and· a sdiolarship 
in regional and state contests. 

Linda· is a senior in the Columbus 
Community School and the daughter 
of Mr. and · Mrs. Olin J~gs. 



Louisa agencies 

cite needs for 
• co nse rv·a t 10 n· 
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• • in resource development 
WAPELLO - Louisa County planning and programming, 

has become part of a four- the Governor's office, the 
county government planned State Soil Conservationist, and 
program . to conserve and awaits approval by the Soil 
develop resources . The Conservation Service in 
program is called ''Geode Washington for funding. 
Wonderland Resource Conser- For example, the city of 
vation and Development," or Wapello will need thousands, 
"Geode Wonderland RC&D." perhaps millions, of dollars to 

The Geode Wonderland solve its river band erosion 
consists of Louisa, Lee, Henry : problem. - The RC&D 
and Des ~oines Counties. A 36 administrator would assist 
page applic'-tion to the state local officials in getting fun­
and federal governments to ding from Des Moines and 
fonn the RC&D. was recently Washington. 

- completed. Proj_ect measure 
The RC&D application, applications are now being 

written by citizens from the taken by the local Soil Conser­
four counties , has been vationDistrictstobereviewed 
approved by the state offic~ of and approved by _ the- county 

• • • • in w il,dlife 
An. acre of corn or a stock push for more production. If a 

cow on the back 40 each have landowner can't sacrifice 
certain life requirements some row coi'J) ground from 
which must be met by a the fall plow or shorten a 
~armer on his land · before a rotation, he may consider 
crop of corn or a healthy calf other low cost of no cost alter­
can be produced. natives to improve wildlife 

The same is true bf wildlife. habitat. 
Many life requirements of What about the· odd areas 
wildlife are met on the farm as which you cannot farm. Could · 

. a by-product of farming and they be protected or improved 
therefore most farms have at for wildlife? Do you have a 
least some wildlife present. farmstead windbreak which 

This situation is rapidly can save fuel cost, beautify 
changing, though, with the end your home and improve 
of set-aside and the all-out wildlife habitat? 

••• • in soil testing 
Fertilizer costs and shor­

tages make soil sampling a 
more important consideration 
for 1975 - especially if fields · 
have not been tested in ·the 
past three years. 

procedure. 
Extension agron~mists have 

developed a publication 
"Getting the Most Out of N for 
Corn.'' It provides 
recommendations for nitrogen 
rates on corn for producers 
who have not been able to 
purchase their needs. This 
·publication is also available at 
the county extension office. · 

Again, a reliable soil test is 
the best guide for efficient 

RC&D council for planning 
priorities. Some of the early 
applications include a lake for 
rural water· and water systems 
for the towns of Salem and 
Hillsboro in Lee County. • 

A bike trail connecting 
points of interest in the four­
county area and equipment for 
the ·Historical Museum at 
Toolsboro are other projects 
being considered. Project 
measure application forms 
can be obtained at each of the 
Soil ·Conservation District 
offices. 

Harry Bryant . 
District Conservationist 
Wapello · 

How about that timber 
edge? It may support a covey 
of quail and improve 
production of those. shaded, 
sapped-out end rows if 
managed properly. Have a 
pond? Why not consider 
managing the area around it 
for more wildlife production? 

Other landowners with an 
interest in wildlife are doing 
these things. · 

Art Roseland 
Wildlife biologist 

tilizers. 
Soil test recommendations 

from the Iowa State Universi­
ty testing lab are coming back 
in a reasonable time, 
currently, as compared to 
weeks in past years. Soil sam­
ple bags and information are 
available from the county 
extension office and there will 
not be any postage on the 
samples. 
Gaylord Elliott 

Remember, a soil test 
recommendation can be no 
better than the 'sample from 
which it was taken. Stop at the 
county extension office, 
Wapello, or phone for the 
publication "Take a Good Soil_ 
Sample" and review the application of P and K fer­
~~,~~\~~~~>~>,_~~~~~~<~-~<~~~w~~~5~>r-~>--~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

County extension director 
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Louisa Soil Conservation Elects ..s .. 9-7-

Pictured from left tO' right are Leonard Chatfield of Columbus 
· Junction, Olin Jennings of Columbus Junction, Kester Gladfelder, 
Wapello; Virgil Corey, Morning Sun and Bill Newell of Letts. 
They are the Louisa County Soil Conservation District Commis­
sioners. Just recently an election was held. Olin Jennings :md 
Bill Newell were elected to a six year term and Kester Gladfelder 
to a 4 year term. Leonard and Virgil are the other two making· 
up the five man board. 

Pictured on the left is Olin Jennings of Columbus Junction, 
handing the gavel to Leonard Chatfield, new chairman of the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation District. Commissioners reorgan­
ized at their last meeting naming Chatfield as chairman. Eleanor 
Stone was retained as secretary-treasurer of the d~strict. 
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Another , ~vent with a poor 
turnout was the Soil Con­
servation District speech contest 
on land use planning Monday 
ni2ht. 

Only one girl competed . 
. Like food and energy, land use 

planning will affect virtually 
everybody. But only one student 
from the entire county was in­
terested enough to speak about 
it. Some of the fault lies with the 
soil . commissioners, the 
newspapers, and the teachers 
for not adequately promoting the 
contest. But most of the blame 
lies with the apathetic junior 
high and high school students 
who are more concerned with 
s rts. cars. and he aonosit 



Pictured on the left is Olin Jennings of Columbus Junction handing ~ 
gavel to Leonard Chatfield, new chairman of the Louisa County ~\ 
Conservation District. Commissioners reorganized at their last meeti~, 
naming Chatfield as chairman. Eleanor Stone was retained lS 

se~retary-treasurer of the district. · · · 



.:: SCD commissioners ... ~ ~-= . 
Pictured ftb~ le-ft to right are: Leo~ard Chatfield and Olin .• :Je~gs of 

Columtius Junction; Kester Gladfelder, Wapello; Virgil Corey, l\{om,_ing .Sun; 
and BiJ·N'~9Jl, Letts. They are t)le Louisa County Soil Conse~04,·;:1¥tricf 
commisStaers elected in the recent election. Olin Jennings and. lliJ.rtewell 
were eiecte\l.to 11 6 year term and Kester Gladfelder to a 4 year te~. ~ard 

- and Virgil make up the five man board. 



SCS hires 3·1 
Jeff Smith as 
new technician 

Jeff Smith has been hired to serve 
as conservation technician for the 'Soil 
Conservation Service in Louisa 
county. He will be working out of the 
SCS office in Wapello and be under 
the supervision of Harry Bryant, 
district conservationist. 

Jeff is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Smith of Morning Sun. He is a 
graduate of the Morning Sun High 
School and the University of Missouri 
at Columbia. He graduated With_ a· 
degree in forestry in December, 
1974. 

He will be working directly with 
farmers in applying conservation 
work in Louisa county. : 

We invited farmers to stop, in the 
office and talk over their future plans. 



Teacher Preaches No-Till Fanning 
- It' would be hard · to find a 
bigger fan of no-till farming than 
Wapello voc-ag teacher Harold 
Hain. 

Hain and his son Robert 
recently harvested their first 
cwp planted under the no till 

· inethod. Hain is bursting with 
enthusiasm. 

"People ask me if I talk about 

no till farming in my class, and I 
tell them of course I do. There's 
.so many advantages that I have 
to teach it," he said. 

''No till farming is in the same 
position as hybied seeds were 
th~ first year they were in­
troduced. I think it will catch on 
just as much," Hain said. 

There is absolutely no 
plowing, discing, -or · other 

Ha...- ilala ... ldl .. lteMr&. are 1Jl0Wii elleeklal tbe corn in 
tllelr llelll wldellwa1 ....... uder &lae a.UU method. 

cultivation under no till farming. 
The planter digs a strip two and 
a half inches wide and two and a 

:half inches deep. Before the corn 
or soybeans emerge, the ground 
is sprayed with paraquat, which 
kills all weeds on contact. 

Hain said it costs between $6 
and $10 to apply paraquat. This 
is o·ffset by the reduced 
cultivation costs. The paraquat 

.is inactivated when it touches 
the soil, leaving no poisonous 
·buildup. 

The crop residue from the 
previous year is left on the 
surface, rather than plowed 
under. This protective layer 
virtually eliminates wind and 
water erosion, Hain said. 

Here ·are some of the other 
'advantages Hain listed: 

-It only requires a planter, a 
sprayer, and a harvester. This 
lighter equipment requires less 
horsepower, and only a third as 

· much fuel as . conventional 
methods. The lighter equipment 
reduces soil compaction. 

-Because it reduces erosion, ·u 
opens up more hilly land to 
crops. 

-The uncultivated soil retains 
more moisture. This is 

especially important in hot , dry 
sunimers. 

-There is no crusting over of 
Ute soil ~urface, which 
sometil:nes prevents .crops from 
emerging. 

He- conceded that no till has a 
few disadvantages: · The soil 
takes longer to warm up in the 
spring when it is not plowed and 
·exposed to the sun. This can 

· delay planting about a week. 

The crop residue on the ground 
can create a fire hazard. 
Finally, a- no-till field ''looks 
bad'' compared to a freshly 

· plowed field of rich black soil. 
But these factors are easily 
offset by the advantages, Hain 
said. 

Another local farmer who uses 
no till is Harlan Hayes, who lives 
on the five mile lane about a mile 

- and a half west of Wapello. For 
the last three years, Hayes has 
used the no till meth~d on about 
20 acres· of land that in the past 
has been exposed to serious wind 
storms. 



I 
Terraces are ..?-a.7 
most needed f ,t?· 

er.osion control 
Terraces continue to be the most 

needed erosion control practice in 
Louisa county. There is a total of 
about 168,000 acres of cropland in 
Louisa county, of this about one-half 
or 86,000 acres is losing excessive 
amo~s of soil thr.ough soil erosion. 

Louisa county farmers had plans 
and survey work done to build about 
75,000 feet of terraces last- year but 
because of a late, wet fall only 15,000 
feet -were built. The other 60,000 feet 
will be built this spring, weather 
permitting. 

Another 75,000 feet of terraces 
could have been ready . to build in 
1974 if materials and technical help 
for survey and designing th~ systems 
had been available. 

The past year marked a definite 
change in the attitude of farmers 
toward terraces. This change was 
brought about by three thing~. First, 
the past 2 years have been extremely 
erosive _because of the heavy. r~s. 
Second, the government has. been 
pushing 'fo( all land to be cropped. 
T~d, farmers have been watching . 
how· the new t ile outlet terrace 
systems are working on neighbors' 
farms, and most of them like how 
they've controlled erosion. 

Terraces can reduce soil loss by 
shortening the slopes and slowing 
down the movement of vt$ter. Tile 
outlet-terraces go one step further by 
trapping the sediment that moves 
between ~he terraces, therefore they 
also keep the chemical and fertilizers 
on the farm. 

Research on soils similar to those 
found in Louisa county has shown 
that tile outlet terraces will control 
soil loss to as low a~ Y2 ton per acre 
per year.· Tile outlet .' terraces -
combined with minimuni tillag~~ can 
provide extremely effective erosion 
control . on rolling ground ·w~ere a 
rotation with hay is no longer used. 

Just as farming methods have . 
changed, so · have terraces. The 
terraces are signed for the large 
modem ~chinery. Grassed water­
ways are no longer required to carry 
off exc:.ess surface water. Point rows 
are nonexistent or held to a bare 
minimum. . ~ 

A farmer _needs to plan a y_ear or 
two in advance before constructing 
these terrace systems. Materials are 
hard to get . .Surveying and designing 
the system takes time. Installation is 
hard to get down when everything 1s 

in crop and tile and earth moving 
both is inwlved. If construction can 
be planned when the field is m hay or 
small grainL chances of gett'ing it all 
done in one year is much better. 

Federal,~st shaiing is uncertain at 
this time;-There will be some state 
funds, but unless you have a 
conservation plan, that will delay you 
more . . ~or more information contact 

~ ~.811Y Bry~t of the Soil Conservatiop, r 

Service in Wapello. · · "' ~ 
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They .Work Togeth·er 
In agriculture, it is helpful if · 

the fanner next to you is also 
yaur ·friend. 

A 10oc:l example is a group of 
four fanners about a mile north 
of Grandview who are good 
friends: Paul Bell, Ray Bieri, 
Warren Stineman, and Russell 
Gast. They have ·worked 
~r on possibly the largest 
IGil conservation project in the 

water then drains into a pipe · 
above ground, which is · con­
nected to underground clay tiles. 
The plastic standpipe!, is about 
four feet high, and contains holes 
for the water to drain into. 

The water from these tiles 
eventually drains into one 12 
inch outlet tile on Stineman's 
property. Gast said he prefers 
clay tiles over plastic because 

county. . 
The ·project covers four far­

mers, 150 acres of land 
tbousan~ of feet of clay tile, and 

. they won't collapse. and ~cause 
. they can't be chewed by rodents. 

a total cost of about $15,000. 
For years, water has been 

washing away some of the best 
soil in the world at \3 rate of 
about eight to ten tonS' per acre 
per year, which is considered 
"severe erosion." The land lo6es 
an estimated one inch of top soil 
every 12 years. 

With engineering help from 
the Soil Conservation Service, 
and funding a$sistance from the 
ASCS, the farmers are now 
installing a system of 
parallel terrace~ms and clay 
tiles . When the project is 
completed this spring, ''they can 
walk away from it and never 
have to worry about it during 
thdr lifetimes," said district 
c0111ervationist Harry Bryant. 

The water drains from three 
· farmers' fields into a . creek on 
Stineman's land. 

Six ,terrace lines, parallel! to 
the crop rows, have been built. 
Tbey vary in height from two to 
five feet. These dams bold the 
water back after big rains. The 

" I've got clay tiles in the 
ground that are 50 years old, and 
they still work," . Gast said. ~"' 
Bryant said clay and plastic tiles 
both work well. 

Gast acknowledged that 
government money will pay a 
substantial part of the cost. But 
he siad it is a good investment ~"¥K'* 
for the public because it will stop 
erosion, and because when his ,. 
land is improved, his yields and 
income are increased, and he 
pays back more in taxes. 

-~·· 

B~eri added, ·"We · have an 
obligation to do anything we can 
do to conserve this land. If we 
don't, . then in 1()( years it will be 
all farmed out and washed down 
the.. river." Russell Gast <left), Paul Bell 

(center) and Ray Bieri have c• 
operated together on their farms 
north of Grandview on the 

largest private soli conserva.tlon 
project in the county. 

----··········---... ····-·-·-·-·----. 
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Trenchin.g ·Techt1.iques Shown. 
.'T:Ite.-:~lo-Republlc:•n 
·nunday ~ October 2, 1975 

W•pello, ·low•, 52653 
Page a 

At Field Day 

This view shows the- back of the trencher before it started 
digging. ... . , 

Over one hundred farmen and 
contractors attended a drainage 
field day demonstration latt 
Friday and Saturday at the 

~ Bartenhagen farm. 
! The demonstration featured 
"' ~peicher trenchen whleh are 

capable .of slmulta,eoutly 
digging and laying over 30 feet o1 
plastic drainage tublag per 
minute. . 

Jackson Excavating laid 
about 10,000 feet ol tubing oa an 
80 acre· field. The tUe machine 
one of three in the county, coah 
$63,000. 
. The tubing was covered by an 
auger backflller, worth about 
$50,000, owned by Roscoe Brown 
Sales Co. of Lenox, Ia. · 

Also on hand were a number of 

~ 
other drainage contractors. The 

n ,Wapello fire department ran ·a · 
' first aid stand, and the , Eagles 
lr; Auxiliary sold refreshment.~. 
rt I . 

Here the trencher is shown digging. Notice the dirt It is spewing 
out, and the roll of tubing In the back.... · · 

After the,treneh is .dug, It Is refWed by tldlaater baekllller. 



Two New Men 
At SCS Office 

/ 
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Larry Hunt 
Larry Hunt, 27 of Burlington, 

. will be the new soil con­
servationist for the Wapello 
office of the Soil Conservation 
District. Starting Monday, Aug. 
4.. He replaces district con­
servationist Harry Bryant, who 
leaves Wapello this Friday for a 
SCS position in W~lliamsburg. 

Hunt has worked in the 
Burlington SCS office for a year. 
He is a 1974 graduate of the 

Oren Champ 
University · of Missouri in 
Columbia. Hunt and his wife 
Judy have a five year old son 
Lance. They are looking for 
housing in the Wapello area. 

Another new man in the 
Wapello office is Oren Champ of 
Burlington, who started in 
Wapello two weeks ago. Champ 
works half time in Wapello and 
half time in Burlington. · 
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Wapello conservationist 
receives promotion 

WAPELLO- Harry Bryant, USDA Soil Conservation "Service 
district conservationist at Wapello, has been promoted to the 
Williamsburg field otfice, according to Eldon Weber, area 
conservationist, Fairfield. 

Bryant will assume his new 
position .July 21, assisting the 
Iowa Courity Soil Conservation 
District with soil and water 
conservation resource 
problems: 

Bryarit -started with the ser­
vice in_1962 at Corydon as a 
par't , tim~ soil conserva Wm 
tec,bnician. In 1966 he started 
full time ~as a technician in the 
Burlington office. In 1971 he 
became sqil conservationist 
and, .later; district conser­
vationist in the Wapello office. 

Bryant attended Iowa State 
Universify from 1950-52, 
receiving a bachelor's degree 
from Western Illinois 
University, Macomb, Ill., in 
1971. He served in Korea and HARRY BRYANT 
farmed in Wright and Wayne counties before joining SCS. 

Jan Bryant is a home economist, having taught in the Corydon, 
Danville and Morning Sun. The Bryants h~ve five children. 

They will be moving· to Williamsburg as soon as suitable 
housing is found . 
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Warnings From So_il 
. Coaservationists 

their · fields for winter feed. This 
opens up even more chance for 
erosion on cropland," · says Harry 
Bryant, · District Conservat.ionist_ of 
the Soil Conservation Serv1ce. . 
. Most conservation practices take: 
time to become established, like ter· 

Farmer intentions for planting a races, ponds, wirldbreaks ~do~. 
reco_rd acreage of corn and. s_oybeans But one practice, conservation tillage 
this year has brought warrungs fr~m takes effect immediately and can be 
soil conservationists that the m- practiced this spring. ~aYing ~e 
creased acreage makes anothe.r plow in storage and . usmg a diSk, 
potentially dangerous year .~or ···Soil chisel or other machine to prepare 
erosion. -- · . land for planting is the first step. 

Erosion in Iowa and in Lo~a Co- "These operations help to leave crop 
unty was the worst last year 1t h~d residue on top of the ground to pro­
been in 25 years, and the pote~tial teet against erosion," Bryant says. 
is there this year unless precautiOns "But they can be overdone. Too 
are taken, they a~vise. . many trips with a chisel or disk can 

"The trend to mtens1ve .rowcrop cover residue, and that defeats 
has steadily increased eros10n J>O:S· their purpose. The true test is_ whe­
sibilities in recen~ years/' say_s Olin.· . ther enough residue is left on the 
Jennings, chairman o~ the ~u~sa Co- soil surface. · Generally, 3,000-4,000 . 
unty Soil Conservation DlStnct. In pounds of residue per acre left on 
Iowa, com and soybe~ acreage top of the soil reduces erosion . by. 
planting intentions for this year ~e baH." 
20.4 million .acres, a 1.4 percent JD· You can get recommendations on 
crease over last year. Irs a 33 per- how to produce more on intensive 
cent ·increase in the~e rowcrops from rowcrop while you prote~t you~ s~il 
10 years ago. . from the soil conservatwn distnct 

"Because there was more corn and I office in Wapello. 
beans this caused a shortage of for-
age, and _ ~any ~ook corn stalks off . . . 
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Wils.ou ~An,d Winder . .. . _. 
f: • " • • .. ~ 

\ ~ ' . . 

Win Conservation Award 
l M·r. and Mrs. J . Loyd Wilson 
and Mr . and Mrs . Eugene 
' Vinder of Wapello have been 

warded the 1974 Iowa Soil 
1.chievement Award, presented 
>y the Des Moines Register and 
fribune, and by the Iowa Farm 
Register. . 

Wilson maqaies th'e · farm, . 
which is souttf' .o(*.a~Ilo, and 
Winder is the tenant. Newton 
Wilson owns the land. 

The farm's erosion control 
program, started about five 
years ago, includes about two 
miles of terraces, erosion 
control dams, and waterways. 

District conservationist Harry 
Bryant said,. "If we h~d all the 
farms in the county as well 
~ r ~011\t:~ at Ups farm, we 'd 
~ve. the tyb well d'one. I I 



Crop And Land Conditions 

Lead To Soil Erosion 
Early harvest and dry 

weather is causing concern 
among soil conservationists in 
Iowa about serious soil erosion. 
Their main worry is that 
soybean and corn land will be 
powed after harvest, exposing 

. the ~il to the wirKi and rain this 
fall and next spring. 

"We had a fall like this Jast 
year, and more than 8 million 
acres of land was fall plowed and 
q>ened up to wind drosion 
Much of that did blow, and we 
had dust in the air and soil pDed 
1.4> in road ditches last winter. 
We'd like to keep that frmn 
·happening again," says William 
BI"WI!, state cmservationist for 
the U. S. Soil Conserv a tim 
Service ( SCS) . The erosion 
p-oblem has already been 
aggravated by the dry weather 
this )le8r, which has encouraged 
farmers to chop corr;t for silage, 
a process that tmes all the plant. 

Brune urges farmers to leave 
..._ _ .. , _ _ - - ...l L-- --6-..,ll...r. "" 4-n.n 

ci the ground f «r soil protection. 
''Research shows there's no 
Yield- advantage from fall 
powing soybean land,'' Brune 
says. "And if tillage is done on 
mrnland, we mpe it's some kind 
ci reduced tillage that doesn't 
blry all the corn residue and 
<Estroy what soil protection. 
there was." 

SCS agronomist John Maddy 
says the key to stopping wind 
erosim on flatter soils is to leave 
at least half of this year's 
resicbe on the soil surface. 

"If you leave half of this year's 
stalks on top of the ground, you 
stq> most wind erosion. And you 
e:enerally cut water erosion in 
half. The amount left is the key 

ratha- than the machine used'; 
Maddy says the chisel plow, an 

ina-easingly popular substittte 
f«r the moldboard plow, is a 
lJK>d tillage tool It leaves 
resi<ile on the soil surface, and 
)UU can take advantage of its 

rideiml' by chiseling per~ 

pendicular to prevailing winds. 
"Our topsoil simply won't last 

if we keep losing it at our present 
.rate," BIJlne says. "On un­
protected · 'sloping soils, we've 
only six to eight inches of topsoil 
left, and ·we're losing an inch of 
that every .12 yearS. 

Information on crop_ residue 
. systans, called "conservatial 
tillage" or "minimum tillage," 
is available from the Louisa 
wunty Soil Conservation office 
in Wapello, or any other J:ouUY 
cifice. 

Among the greatest thin,; 
parents can give their chil­

·dren, most psychologists 
agree, are themselves. They 
recommend parents be avail­
able to their children when­
ever they're needed. 
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Louisa Co~nty technician 
technician at the Louisa County Soil 
Conservation office this week. Bill Baugh began working as a soil 

'·Erosion-can be controlled' 
By ANN TONER 
Staff writer 

WA~ELLO - Poor conservation prac­
ti~es can cost a farmer up to 60 tons of top 
soli per year per acre, but 20 tons per acre is 
the average in the Midwest. Proper soil 
conservation can cut those losses to five 
tons per acre, said Bill Baugh, soil 
conservation technician recently posted to 
the Wapello office of the Soil Conservation 
Service to serve Louisa County. 

His territory, Louisa County, is similar in 
. size, 250,000 acres, and topography to the 

county he just left , Fayette County . 
According to Baugh, Louisa County has a 
good terracing program, but there is still a 
lot of work to be done and conservation 
practices to be instituted ii:t the age-old 
battle against erosion. 
. A soil conservation technician's job is 

partly technical and partly public relations 
said Baugh. He visits farms where there ar~ 
erosion problems to be dealt with, surveys 
the problem, then writes up a set of 
recommendations for cutting erosion loss. 

There is no cost for the visit or the advice 
and the only obligation to take that advic~ -
comes if the farmer or group of farmers 
apply for and receive funds to tackle the 
erosion problem· through the state or 
federal government. Funds are available 
from both which will pay up to 50% of the 
project. 

If a cost sharing plan is used, Baugh must 
see that the erosion control structures meet 
specifications before payment is made on -
the project. And with terracing costing 70-80 
cents per foot , or roughly $3,500 a mile or 
$140 per acre, those cost sharing funds come 
iq. handy. 

And considering the value of good farm 
land, Baugh believes conservation practices 

are . an investment which is worth the 
money. 

A soil technician does a lot of his work in 
the field said Baugh, both in his public 
relations effort,s to " sell" farmers on soil 
conservation projects, and in the actual 
projects themselves- surveying, designing 
the erosion . control structures, staking, 
recommending conservation practices, and 
supervising and checking construction. 

Baugh believes there is no such thing as a 
hopeless erosion control problem. "There's 
always a way it can be controlled, " he said . 
"It may mean long rotation or permanent 
seeding, but there is a way to solve just 
a.bout every problem if people are willing to 
find out and put those ideas into effect ·and 
it can be done without taking the land ~ut of 
some kind of production. " 

Baugh radiates enthusiasm about his job 
as a soil conservation technician. " I love 
~Qrking with people, " he said. "Hike being 
mdoors and outdoors and accomplishing 
something worthwhile. 

...... "You go out and assist a farmer " he 
continued, "then come back a year', two 
years , five years later and you can see that 
the project is still there; still working and it 
gives you something to be proud of. '' 

Soil conservation is nothing new to Baugh. 
Born in Virginia, he grew up on a small · 
farm outside Ottumwa . . After graduation 
from Cardinal High School there and a stint 
in the Air Force, he began with the SCS as a 
soil conservation aide in Ottumwa, then 
served as a soil conservation technician in 
Northwood for two years and Fayette 
Cpunty (West Union ) for six years before 
moving t<? Louisa County. 

Baugh ancl his wife Marian have three 
children, twi11s G,erald and Geneva ~ 10 and 
Sh~nnon , 5. 
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Erosion Control With Crown. Vetch t~~~-~ 

Steve Atherton, Executive Officer of Louisa County Conser­
vation Board, is checking growth on Crown Vetch at Fred T. 
Schwab river access at Wapello. 

.eroding area. The purple and white 
·The Louisa County Conservation flowers of the vetch are now in 

Board has turned to Emerald Crown- bloom and add beauty to the area. 
vetch for erosion control. Steve As an extra benefit the vetch also 
Atherton. the Boards Executive Of- crowds out weed species and re­
ficer is shown pointing out the most quires little mantenance. 
ifecent planting made at the new The new planting at Virginia 
Virginia Grove Park. Crownvetch is Grove wili also be used as part of 
a proven method of stopping erosion an outdoor classroom to demonstrate 
on critical areas. critical area control. 

In 1972 the Louisa Soil Conserva- Anyone interested in using Crown-
tion District assisted the BOard with vetch for an erosion problem can 
a Crownvetch planting at the Fred receive technical assistance from the 
T. Schwab River Access in Wapello. Louisa Soil Conservation District at 
The Crownvetch stabalized the badly 222 North 2nd St., Wapello, Iowa. 
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.·Jo Stop Erosion don~ in one year ~ much better . . 
· , Federal cost sharing is ·un­
certain at this. time. There Will 

··.With. Terraces 
1 be some state funds, but unJeis . 
you have a conservation plan, c, 

that will ~y y~-:more .. :Fbr . . 
mo~ ~~tlorr,c·~tt'Harry 
Bey~~! ~,;,~·SoD coilservatkul 

.. . , __ , Se~~ _m '!.~~~.o.~ .. - . 
''"•/ _,.-,"·:«~ ... ~ 

Terraces continue ·to be ·the · · · · 'l'erraces can reduce soil loss · 
mwt• needed . eroeion: .''cc)Dttol',' 'b.y'· ·shortening . the slopes and 
pnetiee in Louisa· county .. Tbe.-e · :'~wing down the movement of 
II a total of about 188,000 aCre& ·of . w~ter. Tile outlet terraces go 
eropland . in Louisa county., Of . (»ne step further by trapping the 
thla about oae-half ·or ·.:;. 86,000 . sediment that moves between ·~ 

. acre• is ·~·inl . : exce~sive the terraces, therefore they .also 
amounts of ~oU ··: throt.lP: '·;so.ii keep the-chemical and fertilizers 

', ~ •• ' 1 ~ ... ~.--': 

erGilon; . . . . . ·on · the farm. .:: 
· . · LGui1a county farmers had Research on soils similar ·· tO · .. 
piUa a~d survey work done to · those. found in Louisa county has 
build about 75;000 feet · of shown that tile outlet terraces 
terrae~ ·Jaet year· but because of will control $Oil loss to as 'low as 
a 18te;· ft.t f.aU only · 15,000 feet ~.-2 . ton per acre ·per year. Tile 
.,..-e built . this ·spring, weather . outlet terraces combined with 
....,mltttng · ·. · · . · · · minimum tillage can provide 
· AM.the.r75,oo0 feet of terraces extremely effective erosion 
~ ~v~·a,e.en ready to build in control on rolling ground where 
11'14 ·u .ma~als and. ·technical . ·a ~o~tion with hay is no longer 
help · for s~ey_ and. ~f!si~~~ · ~~· :· · . .. . 
dlet)'Stedls .l-.d ~n available· · ·.·:· .Justas .farm1ng methods have 

. ·· 'fbe .... p.lt:~.;:9ear · ·ma·rkecf ·· .•. : .. e.::_~nsed, so haye . .terraces. The 

. dlflntu; ~bange in the attitude of.·. te~a.~ are signed for the large 
l~e~ .tqward terraces. This . ~,od~rn .. machinery. Grassed 
cfainae:: w-=i . .. broUght abo:Ut ·by' -w~t~r\yaY~ . are· no ·· . longer. . 
~ things. 'First, ·.the· :past·. 2·: requar~ . ·to carry off excess 
r•ara . ~ave, . bee.n: · ~xh''Pi~tY.' ··. _s~-~~ :~ater._ ·· Point rows · are· 

. _..ive because ·Of the lieavy ·. · ·~n~xu~ten~ · or held to a bare 
· ~~. Second, the . goverriment . Jl~:tn~mum. 

· ~. been pu8hili watcJ\jq hOw ... .. ·._~}at~er needs to plan a year · 
tile new tile outlet · terrace or ·two m advance before con­
aJitems ·~~ ·~orklng On rieigb- · ·. stru~~g these terrace systems. · .._'1 farms, . and .most· of them · Matenals are hard to getdown . 

. like bow.· they've· controll~d · Su~eying and designing the _ 
· erGiloll~ · · · · · system takes time. Installation 

·is ·hard ' to et down when 



Jerry Ball, Morning Sun, wa~ 
· honored last w .... bz the~ 
~ f~r the soil 

conservmg prac 1ces he has 
implemented on his farms. 
· According to BaU and SCS 
reports, over ·the last year nd 
one-half, he has built around 10 
terraces, a sod waterwa.y, has 
put in tile, and has also ex­
perimented with new machinery 
designed to, disc; and chisel plow 
the· land at the same time and 
cut down on soil lost ,through 
wind erosion. 

Ball said however that he bas 
been · ' using conservation 
techniques for several years. 
"This was the first time I was 
ever given anything for it 
though," he said. "This is a real 
surprise." . 

In addition to being judged on 
the conservation techniq~es, 
Ball was also judged on land 
trea.tment, general farm 
husbandry and . community 
service. 

JJle, ,;/ 3, J 9 7/s 

In the ·photo above~ Virgil 
Corey, Morning Sun, a. soil 
conservation commissioner' 
hands Ball a plaque. recognizing 
his conservat ion ac­
complishments, while Ball's son 

. Glen, who assisted in the 
projects, looks on .. 

In addition to the plaque, a 
check for $8tJt.;il~ given to 
Ball fro~ ral undy ap­

. propria ted for conservation 
practices. 
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. ·New County Park, Being Developed 
A 76-acre park, complete 'with 

its own little lake, is being 
constructed by the Louisa 
County conservation Board 
about 10 miles southwest of · 
Wapello. . 

Planning for .the park, 
Virginia Grove Recreation and 
Wildlife Park, was started in 
April of this year by Steve 
Atherton, county conservation 
officer. 

According to Atherton; the 
park, when completed , will 
include fishing in a foilr-acre 
lake, camping. and picninking 
facilities, nature trails and a 
restored school house. 

Cost of the project has been set · 
at $40,940, with 50 per cent of the 
funds coming from federal 
sources and the rest being local 
money. 

Work on the pond is presently· 
being completed and Atherton 
said he hopes to be able to stock 
it with fish sometime next year, 
depending on the precipitation 
over the winter. 

The rest of the park, including 
access roads, should also be 
completed sometime next year. 

Atherton stands in front of the 
earth . dam constructed to form 
the four-acre pond that will be 

stocked next summer. Atherton 
said the pond will vary from a 
,depth of around 25 feet near the 

dam to around eight feet In other 
areas. 

A woodlot on .the 76-acre park 
will be developed with hiking 

.. 

trails, picnic areas and an ac­
cess road. Parts of the park may 

be able to be used next sum 



A program that may -lead to 
clean water in Iowa by UJ83 Ia _ 
now being organized around the 
state. The program, called the 
208 Plan, calls for an inventory 
of soil erosion areas · in an at­
tempt to develop standards for­
different types of soU conditions. 

The standards would be used 
· to try and decrease the erosion, 
through management 
techniques, to allow all water in 
the state to be filbable and 

.. swimable by 1980. According to 
Ralph Dewey, a project ~ 
ordlnator _ for the SoU Con­
servation Commission, the 
water will not have to be pure 
enough to drink, but people will 
have to be able to -swim in it. 

In order to develop these in­
ventories, Iowa hu been divided 
into several district con­
servancies. A meetilig was 
recently held at Williamsburg by · 
the Iowa-Cedar Con•ervancy 
District, which includes most of 
Louisa _ county. AccordinS to 
Olin Jennings, Columbus Junc­
tion, who represented Louila 

county, the meeting was held to 
report on local progress, and to 
.bear of work in other parts of the 
state to identify critical soil 
erosion areas. 

Jennings explained that soil ­
erosion. is the main pollutant in 
Louisa co~ty, and local officials 
"will be going into areas wltli 
different soU -types and deter-

. mining the amount of erosion 
~lng suffered in those areas. 

A current state law, passed in 
1973, allows only five tons of soU 
per acre per year ·to be lost 
through erosion, and the 208 
Plan will ,be used to determine 
thole amounts. If a land owner 
is found to be losing more than 
the allowable five tons per acre, 
local officials can force that 
person to take corrective 
measures, including heavy 
construction, or simple crop 
rotation. · , 

Those measures, if con­
struction is · needed, could be· 75 
per cent state funded, accordln& 
to the law. In addition, the new 

law allows -any person who is 
directly affected by the erosion, 
to make a complaint to 
authorities to have the problem ­
corrected. Failure to correct the 
condition is punishable by a fine 
or a jail · sentence, although 
Dewey said that no case had 
gone that far yet. 

Jennings said the new law is 
unknoWn to many farmers. He 
said that publicity on the law hu 
not been adequate and although 
some cases have been con­
sidered in Louisa county, there 
is a problem with . farmers 
knowing about them. 

Because the state is now 
organizing the drive to clean up 
the water in Iowa, farmers need 
to know about the new law and 
the 208 Plan, Jenninp said. 

In addition to belonging to the 
Iowa-Cedar Conservancy 
District, small portions of 
Louisa county are also included 
in the Skunk River Conservancy 
and the Northeut Iowa Con­
servancy. 



N~w Soil COnservation Officer 

A new · soil conservation 
officer has been hired for the 
Louisa County office of the Soil . 
Conservation Service. Jim 
Ranum, 27, of Elkader is 
presently workin~ for the 
Clayton county office and will 
be~in his work in Louisa County 
Oct. 12. 

9- 4 ~-1~ 

Ranum is married and has two 
children. In addition to his work 
in Clayton county, he has also 
worked in Worth, Polk and 
Franklin counties. 

Ranum is replacin~ Larry 
Hunt, who is movin~ to Far­
min~ton, Mo. to farm. 



1J~~lY Soil Technician . For Coimiy 
, ~ ~~~ ~··~ J.~ .. w.-..•·~ 

A aew aoll t.eclmlct.n bas been 
· . :ualped to the LoUisa County 

loU C•aen'atloa District. . Bill 
Baap, arlllaaUy of Virginia, 
'will Mila hll aew dlltles Dee. 8. 
: Baugh . orlllaally began 
warklal fw the SCS at Its · Ot-

··. tamwa olftee Ia-May, 1985. He . 
' ' 

has also. worked at Northwood 
.for .two years, .and at West . 

. Unlou, his present location, for 
iix. yean. 
- Baugh and his wife Marian 
have three children, twins. 
Gerald and Geneva, age 10, and 

Shannon, age 5. 
As soil conservation 

technician, Baugh will assist 
county land users in planning 
and applying soil and water . 
conservation practices on their 
land. 



SCS Office Has Personnel Change .. · 
Jeff Smith, of Morning Sun, 

has been transferred from the 
local Soil Conservation Service 
office . to the SCS office in 
Decorah. The position he filled 
locally was part-time, while the 

new position will be a full-time 
one. 

Friday, February 13., was his 
last day here, and he began in 
Decorah on February 17. 

Hired by the SCS to fill the 

Jeff Smith 

vacancy created by the Smith 
transferal, was Sam Edgar of 
Columbus .Junction. The position 
filled by .Edgar will be part-time. 

Edgar's wife, Marlene, is 
employed by the Louisa County 

I 

Extension Service. The couple 
has four children, Marsha, 18, a 

student at N.E. Missouri State in 
Kirksville, Debbie, 13, Sharon, 
11, and Doug , 7, all students in 
Columbus .Junction. 

Sam Edgar 



Tillage Show .. 
Scheduled · ,tJ.-{/·-'?J:l 

In Mt. PleasQnt 
A tillage show is scheduled for 

Jan. 13, at · Mt. Pleasant, to 
"show and tell" aQout the latest -
in farm. -.~quipment designed to 

· Ieave crop residue ,on the soil r 
surface. The show, which will 
begin at 9 a.m. in the National 
Guard Armory, will be spon­
sored by the Geode Wonderland 
Resource Conservation and 
Development, which covers 
Henry, Lee, Des Moines, and 
Louisa counties. 

The "show and tell" program 
will include presentations from 
the U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service, Iowa St~te University 
Extension Service and 
Agriculture Research Service 

. Specialists, . as well as demon­
. strations of various kinds of 
tillage equipment. · 

Ralph Dewey, RC&D Coor­
dinator at West Burlington is 
working out details on the tillage 
show program, and he is at­
tempting to ' schedule the top 
mulch tillage representatives 
from equipment companies. 
Equipment companies in­
terested in participating should 
contact · 

Ralph E . Dewey 
· P. 0. Box208 

West Burlington·, Iowa 526Q5 
Telephone 319-754-7636 



Complaints Possible Under 
. - ~- /& -7'1 

Soil Erosion Regulations · 
Landowners or tenents who 

feel their property is being 
damaged by sediment caused by 
excessive soil erosion on another 
landowners' property, may file a 
complaint in writing with. the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation 
District commissioners, a news 
release from the district office 
reported this week. 

Acoording to the release, 
persons who wish to file a 

complaint should first check 
with the commisssioners or the 
district office staff. These 
people are available to assist in 
any reasonable way to resolve 
questions on erosion that may be 
exceedng tpe soil loss 
regulations. 

The commissioners and the 
staff also encourage land 
owners to voluntairy use good 
farming practices and employ 

the necessary ~rnianent. 
structures that will limit the soil 
loss through erosion, and within 
the soil loss limit regulations. 

Members of the soil district 
commission are: Kester 
Gladfelde-r, Wapello; Virgil 
Corey, Morning Sun; William 
Newell, Letts; Olin Jennings, 
Col. Jet., and Leonared Chat­
field, Col. J ct. 
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Development of ToolsOOro 
And · Canoe ·Trails Planned 

Planning is now in the ·in­
formational and fact gathering 
stages for possible expansion of 
the Toolsboro Indian Mounds 
area, Lowell Horton, an official 
of the Iowa State Historical 
Society, said last week. 

According to Horton, a hiking 
trail along the bluff area near 
the mounds, a canoe debarking 
point, additional acquisition of 
mounds in that area and 
development of a prairie area 
for educational purposes are 
being considered in the plan­
ning. 

"I'm particularly interested 
in developing a prairie area for 
educational purposes, " Horton 
said, adding that the entire 
develQpment p.lan however 
would be both recreational and 
edu<;ational. 

The only actual change in the 
site recently has been land 
acquisitions that have brought 
several other mounds into the 
site. Full development of these 
mounds may be several years 
aw~y .though, Horton said. 

Development of t he ot'lier 
plans may occur in three or four 
years, if the initial planning is 
favorable. The hiking trial 
would include a plant sudy area, 
with plants being identified by 
signs. 

Horton said this approach 
towards more development at 
the site would not detract from 
the atmosphere of the mound 
area, but WotJld , be compatible 

with it. 
He is working with the Louisa 

County Soil.... Conservation office 
and the Geode Resource Con­
servation and Development 
·District in West Burlington in 
planning the development. More 
meetings are scheduled in the 
future. 

In a related development for 
recreational canoeing in that 
area, Ray. Beard, Wapello, said 
this week that he is planning a 
50-mile canoe trail in and around 
Lake Odessa. 

Beard, who is an official in the 

Hy-La Boy Scout District, which 
includes Louisa County, said 
that · the trail may begin in 
Wapello on the Iowa river, go 
downstream to too Mississippi, 
than follow the Mississippi · 
upstream, through Lake Odessa 

· arid the Mark Twain Wildlife 
Refuge and then back down­
stream on the Mississippi. 

Permission for a portion of the 
trail has already been given and 
Beard said he hoped to have 
much of the planning and 
marking of the trail bompleted 
by the end of the summer. 



Meeting Held 
0 S' ~, 1/-1'1 ... 7'1 

u n 01 

Erosion 
An informational meeting 

between contractors and con­
servation officials interested in 
a state-wide effort to improve 
water quality through better 
pollution control techniques was 
held Tuesday, April 12, to 
disc.uss progress in the effort. 

Dean Pettit, soil conservatist 
from Fairfield, who is also the 
contact person for Louisa 

ounty conservation officials, 
told the group that the state­
wide effort, call~ the 208 Plan 
has a number of goals that have 
been mandated · by the 
legislature. 
· Among these a.re to complete 
studies on determining the 
major problem areas for soil 

·erosion throughout the state, 
beginning construction of 
erosion .control methods, and 
eventually obtaining clear water 
by the mid-1980's. 

Pettit said that although these 
goals would seem to be 
unrealistic, they at least offer a, 
starting· point for work to begin. 

Currently s~te law forbids 
erosion of more than three ta' 
five tons of soil per acre per year 
to be l()St ·from farmland; and 
this Ia w is part of the ·basis on 
. which the clean water standards 
were adopted. 

Pettit also explained a soil 
survey that was recently taken 
·from area farmers on their 
opinions of soil conservation. 
· .,ccording to the survey, several 
farmers in this area would be 
willing to use soil conserving 
m~sures on their farm, and 
also share in the cost. 



RC & D . 1.f ... 7-11 
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Conmrittee 
To M~et April 12 

There will be a meeting· of 
Resource Conservation and 
Development of Louisa County 
Tuesday, April12, at 7:30p.m. at · 
the soil · conservation office i( 
Wapell9. · Elect~on of officers fo 
the ·coming year will be held 
and there will also be som 
measures that will need to be 
approved. 

Deah Pettit, resource plan-: 
ning coordinator, will be present 
to discuss 208 planning, and 
bring the group up to date on 
what has already been done. 

This is an open meeting and ' 
any interested people are urged/ 
to attend. -



SOIL CONSERVATION HOLD 
MEETING &-t1~77 · 

. A meeting of earthmoving and, 
tiling contractors was held Janu~ 
27 1977, at the Louisa County Soil 
Conservation District office in Wa­
pello. There were 20 contractors pre~ 
sent. Contractors represented were.: 
·Stephens Construction, Chuck All· 
good, Keith Bloomer, Ron Murry, 
jRon Reeding, Moyers Construction, 
, Bobbie Kemp & Son, Story Tiling 
Construction, Jackson Tiling · & Ex-
cavating Co., ·Kenneth Springsteen 
and Del Roth of the Levine Co. 

Jim Ranum, Soil Conservationist 
discussed district policy, types of 
terraces in the district and schedul­
ing. 

Bill Baugh, Conservation tech-
nician discussed constructi-on, sur­
vey, design, stake and check out and 
blue prints of terraces. 

Stan Simmons, Engineering ·· tech­
nician from Fairfield, showed slides 
of terraces with different . types of 
conservatiDn tillage and discussed 
contractor check out, intakes and . 

. tile location and desigh. · DiscuSsion 

. was made by contractors. · ' 
The noon lunch served to con­

tractors was supplied by district 
corpmissioners, Virgil Corey, Morn­
ing Sun; Leonard Chatfield, Colum­
bus Junction; Olin Jennings, Colum­
bus Junction; Bill Newell, Letts; and 
Kester Gladfelder, Wapello. 

If you . are interested in ariy type 
of conservation practice, please call 
523-6411 or stop jn th~ office at 222 
North 2nd Street, Wapello and visit 
with Jim or Bill. 





THE MORNING SUN NEWS -HERALD , 
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Conserve the Land with 
TENDER LOVING CARE! 

I • 

T he future of this land is in _our hands. We are sup-­
plied with an abundance of nature's treasures from 

. coast to coast. Our fat~ms prosper on the rich fertile soil. 
Our countrysides, par1~s and preserves attest to its beauty. 

, But we cannot abuse o~r natural resources- and expect . 
. them to thrive. Air and water pollu~ion, litter, and 
elemental waste are the biggest threats to our environ­
ment! Let's stop this destruction now and start caring 
about otir precious land. Conservation is every, body's job. 

M,s$age Sponsored By: . 
CLAR~NCE EARNEST INSURANCE 
C.P. PIERCE & SON 
CORA'S SEWING SHOP 
D & D SHELL 
DEAN~S TRU-TRAIL 
DEAN'S OX AND MINI-MART 

,GEODE REAL ESTATE 
HARBISON TRUCKING 

HOMETOWN CAFE 
IOWA SOUTHERN UTILIT~ES 
~OWA STATE BANK 
JACK & BETTY'S PLACE 
J & J STEEL, INC. 
JACK HAMILTON'S CLUBHOUSE 

KENNETH SPRINGSTEEN 
KYLE WILSON 
MOORE LAW OFFICE 
MORNING SUN NEWS-HERALD 
MORNING SUN GRAIN CO~ 
RICHARDSON ROOFING 

• 

SANITARY DISPOSAL SERVICE 
(Hewitt Excavating) 
SUN MOTOR COMPANY 
THOMAS TRUCKING 
WEBER IMPLEMENT, INC. 
WILSON HARDWARE 
YOUR BEAUTY SHOP 
ZACH'S .BODY SHOP 

( 



2 Muscatine, Iowa, Neighbors- Wednesday, Sept. 27, 1978 

Fa II farm construction 
needs preliminary wo.rk 
By JIM RUDISll..L 
Neighbors staff 

The fall construction season 
for soil conservation projects 
is rapidly approaching, and 
district soil conservationist 
Jim Ranum , Wapello , is 
reminding everyone who is 
planning some work to keep 
some considerations in mind. 

He said a contractor should 
have been contacted by now 
because, weather 
cooperating, construction can 
begin as soon as the crops are 
harvested. 

' 'It's a good idea to check 
with your contractor to make 
sure you're on their list ," 
Ranum said. 

It is also a good idea to 
check with the Soil 
Conservation Service to see 
th·e necessary survey and 
other preliminary work has 
been completed, he said. 

If the preliminary work has 

not been done, he explained, it 
would be necessary to 
complete it as soon as the 
crops are out before the work 
can be started. 

Ranum also suggested cost­
share participants check with 
the SCS to make sure 
everything is in order on their 
allocations. 

He. said the cost-sharing 
programs allow farmers to 
share 50% of the conservation 
projects' costs with the 
governm~nt. 

He added the Agricultural 
Stabilization and 
Conservation Service (ASCS) 
in Wapello has a limited 
amount of ACP cost-sharing 
funds still available from last 
year, but most of the state's 
cost-sharing money has been 
allocated . 

However, an additional 
alloca~ion from the state may 

be available if the county 
office can demonstrate a need 
for the money, Ranum said , 
adding interested persons 
should visit either the ASCS 
office or the SCS office to 
check into the programs. 

The district conservationist 
said. people who would like to 
'lave some work done on their 
farms next year can also 
begin applying for money. 

''We can get all the 
preliminary planning done," 

,Ranum said, so the work can 
get completed either during 
the next spring or summer. 

This fall around 17 
construction projects should 
be completed, he said, with 
terraces and ponds the most 

· common conservation 
practice being built. 

Any farmer is eligible for 
the programs, Ranum said. 



Louisa farmers- see · 

'no till' • • 1n act1on 

By SHERRY SPRINGSTEEN 
Neighbors staff 

COLUMBUS JUNCTION - Clea,n, 
plowed fields used to be the sign of a con­
scientious farmer. By plowing, the farmer 
readied the soil for next spring's chemicals 
and insured against insect problems. 

But with rising concern about soil 
erosion, many famers are reversing their 
tillage methods. Instead of leaving deep, 
black furrows, some farmers are planting 
right through the previous crop's debris. 
The "clean" field is being replaced with a 
"trashy" one. 

No-tillage farming sounds just like its 
name. The theory behind the practice is: 
the less the soil is disturbed, the more soil is 
saved. The farmer uses chemicals to 
replace mechanical tillage. Trips across the 
field are limited to three times: once to 
apply fertilizer and chemicals, once to 
plant, and the final harvesting of the crop. 
Cultivation can be done, but is not 
necessary. 

Old corn stalks and field trash make a 
ground cover that holds soil against erosion. 
No-tillage is partiCularly beneficial in dry 

years because the ground cover seals in 
moisture. No-till can also be used with 
soybeans and other crops. 

N~till methods have been encouraged in 
the state for the past ten years, but this is 
the first year fanners in Louisa County 
have experimented with the practice. An 
Allis~halmers no-tUl slot planter was made 
available free of charge through the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Cmservation 

Service office (ASCS) and the Ortho 
Chemical Company for any fanner in the 
county who wanted to try a no-tillage 
system. · 

Gorn test plots oo the Ramon Reutinger, 
Glenn Jennett and Olin Jennings farms 
were toured by area farmers and ASCS and 
Ortho representatives. All three farmers 
said they would be interested in using the · 
planter again after their first attempts at 
n~till farming. 

Reutinger's plot, near Morning Sun, had 
a healthly 24-25,000 stand per acre. But 
Reutinger said he felt he hadn't applied 
enough herbicide to get the best weed 
control. 

The plot at Glenn Jennett's farm, Mor­
ning Sun, was planted late and averaged 
only 14-17,000 population. Jennett also 
attributed cattle grazing on the ground 
earlier that spring as part of reason for the 
poor n~till results. · 

Olin Jennings plot, Columbus Junction, 
showed the best example of n~till's 
benefits, the farmers on the tour agreed. 
Even though the plot was planted late and 
the stand averaged only 17,000, areas 
usually subject to er<~~ion in the field had 
been held fast by the trash. 

All three sites were previously corn 
ground, but there was no sign at any plot of 
volunteer corn. The farmers also reported 
no sign of insect-problems on the test plots. 
Bill Baugh, ASCS technician, said that most 
experts now agree that insect problems on 

Muscatine, Iowa, Neighbors- Wednesday, J 

(Neighbors photos by Sherry Sprillgsteen) 

Close inspection 
No-till com test plot at Olin Jennings 

farm, rural Columbus Junction, gets. an 
critfcal eye from Lee Harris, Morning 
Sun. The 'trash' between the rows is a 

mark of no-till farming, a conservation 
practice which encourages farmers to 
plant new crops through the old crop's 
residue. Trash forms a ground cover that 
protects soil from erosion. 

no-till ground will be minimal J!nless the 
-field carries over 4,000 lbs. of trash per 
acre. 

Bob Jones, Ortho representative , 
explained thaf the cost of using paraquat 
and X-T1, the chemicals used to "burn 
down" weeds on no-till land, averages $10.30 
per acre. "Compare that to the cost of 
plowing, chiselling and cultivating the 
ground," Jones said. 

Witb less traffic across the field, a 
farmer's operating costs and equipment 
expenses should decrease. Jim Ranum, 
ASCS conservatiooist, said that farmers 
will find it unnecessary to buy large 
horsepower tractors with the no-till system. 
"A 6-row no-till planter only requires a 6o-80 
horsepower tractor ," said Ranum. 

Cooservation results are dramatic with 
no-till. According to Ranum, the best 
results are obtained in fields which are 
farmed on the contour. He figured on a 
typical field with 6% slope, 200 ft. slope 
length , the usual soil loss from fall plowing 
will be 11 tons of soil per year. With no-tell 
practices, the same field would lose only 
four tons of soil per year. 

''The field looks trashy and often corn 
looks behind until August," said Ranum. 

1 But despite appearances, Ranum said ASCS 
encourages no-tillage farming as a number 
one method of conservation. ''It's also 
economical, time-wise and dollar-wise for 
the fanner, " he said. 

·Surveying the field 
Louisa County farmers tour the no-till plot at Glenn 

Jennett's farm, rural Morning Sun. The tour of three 
area farms ~as sponsored by the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service office and Ortho 
Otemical Company. Use of a no-till planter, provided 
free of charge through the ASCS, will be available for 
Louisa County farmers next year . 
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N.ew ·SoiL workers .. 
Two new employees have ·.working for the Soil Conservation 

joined the Louisa Sqil Con- Service fn . Sigourney .. an.d . 
servation sta'ff in recent' weeks. . ,.Wash.ington. , ' . . 
They are Bruce Bryant and Bryant will be working as an , 
Bnice Dake. assistant to the staffs of 

Dake ·.replaced , former . -Louisa · · and Washington 
technician Bill Baugh, who ' counties. Bryant graduated from 

·transferred to Des Moines Wapello High School in 1975. He 
county. · Dake is a native of attended Iowa State University 
Blakesburg, Iowa: ije graduated atAmes_f9r .t:wo quarte~ and ha~ 
from Blakesburg High School in , ..• since worked for Oakville Feed 
1977. Since then he has been and Grain. · 

Bruce Dake and Bruce Bryant 



Saving the bank 
A CRANE on a barge of the J.F. Brennan Co. was digging a trench Monday on 

the west bank of the Iowa river at Wapello, first step in an experimental project to 
control a long~standing erosion problem. Iowa 99 bridge is in the background. 

Wapello experiment 
with erosion control 
ly LIS PICK 

WAPELLO - For years, Wapello 
residents have worried about their 
town falling into the Iowa river. 

Construction is underway here on an 
experimental project to control erosion 
of the riverbank at the east edge of the 
Louisa county seat. 

J.F. Brennan Co., La Crosse, Wis., 
holds· a $196,000 con~ract with the 
Corps of Engineers for the work along 
approximately 1,600 feet of the west 
riverbank north of the Iowa 99 bridge. 
The project is being .paid entirely by 

. federal funds. 
The Corps developed the erosion 

plan after reviewing photographs from 
as far back as 75 years ago, according 
to Don Logston, of the design branch 
at the Rock Island, Ill., district office. 
' Houses and streets have been threat­

ened as the river has steadily chewed 
into the bank. 

Timber jetties ~ill be installed along 
600 feet of the upstream section. Log­
ston said it's hoped that silt will collect 
behind the jetties, deflecting the water 
from a direct hit on the bank. ' 

For the next 370 feet, nylon matting 
filled with grout (a material identical 
to concrete except it has no aggregate) 
will be placed, which will stop the wa­
ter from hitting the bank. 

The lower 600 feet, Logston said, will 
have Koellner jacks, bundles of steel 

rods, installed at intervals to slow the 
current and allow silt to be dropped, 
Logston said. It's hoped that willows 
and other vegetation will grow to pro­
tect the bank. 

The erosion control procedure, de­
veloped in the Southwest, is still a "hit 
or miss deal," Logston said. There 
have been successes and failures with 
other installations. 

Work here is to be completed this 
fall. "Three or four years from now we 
will know" how it works, Logston said. 



An oasis in. a desert 
This is. how Vern on Jennett feels 

about his pond constructed this past 
. spring. Vernon has a well with a 

very limited supply of water. He has 
been hauling all his livestock water 
from town and this was becoming 
very expensive. 

Vernon contacted the Soil 
ConservatiQn Service to assist him 
in planning a pond to help alleviate 
his problem. The SCS suggested a 
draw that, if an embankment was 
provided, had the proper drainage 
to supply him with enough water for 
his livestock. The pond would be 
reasonable close to his farmstead 
and water could be piped where 
needed. 

Vernon agreed to the site and the 
pond was constructed with a 11/2 
inch plastic pipe running through 
the embankment up to the buildings. 

This fine work was performed by 
Moyers Construction . 

Vernon also received an incentive 
payment from ASCS to help off set 
some of the cost. 

Other benefits received by 
building a structure such as this are: 
It makes an excellent crossing in a 
gully that otherwise may have been 
impassable; it eliminates an erosion 
problem in a gully which continually 
cuts back and best of all it makes an 
outstanding recreational ·center. 
Properly managed it can become a 
swimming pool, a favorite fishing 
hole, the best picnic grounds and a 
good prospect for hunting in the fall. 

.If you have any of the above 
problems on your mind, contact the 
Soil Conservation Service at 
523-6411 and they will be most 
receptive to your problem. 
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'~First acre'' ceremony kicks off county soil survey 

Louisa County Supervisor Junior Coon probes into the ground at the "First Acre" 
ceremony held at Virginia Grove Park Wednesday, June 27. Observing from left are 
state conservationist William Brune, Senator Charles P. Miller of Burlington and the 
science party chief Melvin Brown. 

County Extension director 
Gaylord Elliot opened the "First 
Acre" ceremony of the Louisa .-1 

County soil survey Wednesday, 
June 27. The ceremony was held at 
Virginia. Grove near Morning Sun. 
This will be the first soil survey . 
since the year 1918. Funding for the 
project will be divided among 
Louisa County, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture ·Soil Conserv~tion 
Service (SCS), and the USDA. Total 
cost of the project will be $150,000 .. 

Representatives from the 
cooperating agencies spoke about 
the survey featuring William Brune, 
State Conservationist; Carroll 
Hobson of the Iowa Soil Conserva- • 
tion Committee; Kenneth Bruene, a 
representative of the Iowa Soil 
Conservation; and Dr. William 
Oschwald, assistant dean of the 
extension service at Iowa State. 

William Brune said, "When the 
survey is completed it will be one of 
the most valuable pieces of resource 
information a farmer could have." 

Kenneth Bruene compared the 
price statistics of 1918 to those 
today. One of the biggest changes in 
price was that of land. In 1918 land 
could be purchased for $40-$50 per 
acre. In 1977 the average price of 
land per acre was $1500. 

Dr. William Oschwald said, "The 
soil survey goes through a number 
of phases. The first phase, which the 
county has already done, is realizing 
the need for a survey. The second 
phase is getting the information for 

the survey. The final phase is get­
ting the information compiled and 
published so that it can be used. It's 
going to be a long process, but it will 
be worth it." 

John Dykstra, county assessor, 
Jim Ranum, district soil conserva­
tionist, and Jerry Miller, extension 
area agronomist, interpreted the 
uses that the soil survey will have 
for the people of Louisa County. 

"The survey will help to refine the 
assessments of farm land in our 
county," said John Dykstra. 

It will help farmers in the areas of 
tillage and the applying of 
herbicides and fertilizers according 
to the soil types. By knowing the 
soil type and capabilities a farmer 
can get the greatest yield potential 
from the land. 

Besides helping farmers the soil 
survey results can be useful in other · 
ways. One of these is the field of 
engineering. ' Engineers can use the 
results in locating and designing 
dams, reservoirs, buildings and 
roads and in planning flood control, 
drainage and irrigation. 

.Realtors and home builders can 
use the results in analyzing land 
value, land foundations, drainage, 
waste disposal and plant life. 

The information can also be useful 
in land planning and zon.ng, in 
locating potential markets. for 
agribusinesses such as the fertili~er 
business and in designing routes for 
energy pipelines and telephone 
·cables. 

Senator Miller, one of the 

extinguished visitors, said, "I was in 
the legislature when the idea first 
came up to help fund the soil survey 
programs. I was very glad to be a 
part of it. I hope that farmers will 
utilize the information from the 
survey to get the best yields from 
their land." 

The men who will actually be 
doing the soil survey are soil 
scientists Mel Brown, Benny Clarks 
and Dick Lynch. 

Mel Brown speaking for the group 
told how they will be taking the 
survey. They will be starting on a 
section of the county walking back 
and forth to determine the thickness 
of the surface land, the color, 
texture and finally the specific soil 
type. It will take approximately 

. three years to complete the survey. 
The three soil scientists will start in 
Morning Sun township. 

Most of . the information gathered 
will be kept in their head until it can 
be recorded on a field map. Br9wn 
stated that during the summer 
months they will be walking ground 
such as timber and other ground 
that does not have a crop planted. 
Then in early spring and late fall 
they will be surveying the ground 
bearing crops in the summer. 

Everyone is urged to talk with the 
soil scientists as they will know 
more about the land in our county 
than anyone else. They will know a 
lot of minute information that will 
not be included in the book but can 
help a farmer learn a lot about his 
land. 
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Louisa district completes 
conservation activities 

By JIM RUDISILL 
Neighbors staff 

Several Louisa County Soil Conservation District 
activities were completed last year, according to the Soil 
Conservation Service office in Wapello. . ·-

District commissioners Leonard Chatfield, Olin 
Jennings, Kester Gladfelder, Hilton Harris and Tom Utter 
completed the district's resource inventory. , 

A county resource coordinating committee held a 
meeting at Wapello with good attendance. 

' Material for public-display of photos was purchased and 
will be ready for use soon. 

A no-till tour of the Ramon Reutinger, Vernon Jennett 
and Olin Jennings farms was held. 

Commissioners completed the work load analysis of the 
long range program, and also agreed to get aerial infrared 
photographic maps for complete county coverage. 

Conservation awards were presented to Milton Hayes as 
owner-opera tor; and Lewis Dallmeyer as operator of the 
farm owned by the Leo Rozum estate. 

A terrace field day was held at the · Herman 
Wagenknecht farm near Cotter·, and a soil judging contest , 
and a speech contest -were also held. 
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Everyone's co~cern 
Soil conservation is becoming everyone's 

conc_ern, and Kester Gladfelder , who owns 
Gladfelder Pharmacy in Wapello, is no exception. 
Gladfeld-er has bee_n a Louisa County soil 
conservation commissioner for the past five years 

and chairman of the commission for the last two. 
Alth()ugh the rest of the commissioners are area 
farmers, Gladfelder said he has enjoyed his tenure 
as commissioner, especially since he was raised on 
an Iowa Farm. This issue of Neighbors takes a _look 

· at soil conservation in Muscatine and Louisa 
counties, including Gladfelder's comments on page · 
nine. 



Pastures ~t I ast 
AllSwmner 

by Jim Ranum 

There may be an answer 
to pasture shortages during 
the hot summer months of 
July and August. 

Early reSults from native 
warm-season grasses in­

. dicate they may help 
· stretch summer grazing 
programs. 

Called _warm-season 
grasses because they reach 
peak production during the 
warmest times -of the year, 
such species as In­
diangrass, switchgrass, and 
big · bluestem are being 
tested by several farmers in 
southern Iowa. 

''These grasses green up 
bite in May and are in full 
production by early July," 
explains Ernie Hintz, 
agronomist for - the · UsDA 
Soil Conservation Service. 
''This is the same time 
bromegrass, orchardgrass 
and other cool-season 
grasses taPer off." 

Hintz says warm-season 
.grasses may produce- as 
much forage in warm 
months as cool-season 
grasses do early and late in 
the grazing season. They 
would support the sanie 
number of cows and calves 
in July and August. 

Incorporating them into 
pasture programs is good 
soil conservation because~ if 
properly managed, they 
prevent overgrazing of cool 
season· pastures. 

Merlin Bintz, who farms 
near ·Minden, has used 30 
acres if batuve grasses for. 
four years. "What pleased 
me was seeing my cows 
content under shade tree· on 
a hot summer day when 
other cows were out in the 
sun looking for food," says . 
Bintz. 

Dr. Thomas McMillian, 
physician and · farmer near -
Leon, was surprised to find 
no native grass pastures in 
Iowa when he moved from 
Nebraska three years ago. 
"We had them on a ranch 
there, and .I think they'll · 
·work here. Evidently, 
they've ' been overgrazed, 
oot fertilized and just not 
managed right ·- if theyVE 
been tried here before,'' he 
says. 

· So fat, · tests haven't in-
dicated which native grass· 
is the highest producer . . The 
most popular is switchgrass 
because its seed costs least 
and it's easier to get star­
ted. Hintz feels all three of 
the grasses could have a 
place in a summer pasture 
program. 

He says the grasses are 
still in the testing stage, but . 
adds he is encouraged by 
early results. 

"But warm-season 
grasses won't work for 
everyone," he warns~ 

"They're· quite susceptible 
to overgrazing." Hintz 
recommends them · only to 

, pasture managers who will 
graze them properly. 

To manage · warm season 
grasses, rules for cool 
season grasses should be 
forgotten, he continues. · 

"For example, they 
shouldn'_t be grazed closer 
to the ground than 8 ·to 10 
inches. Cool season is 3 to 4 
inches. 

"To get the · most 
production. you should take 
half and leave half of the 
plant by weight,'' Hintz . 
says. "If yoo don't ttirn 

· cattle in too early, this 
works quite well. Opening 
'the pasture about July 1 
means the ·grass is about 
two feet- tall. Taking half 
leaves the grass:stubble 8 to 

10 inches tall." 
Controlling co~peting 

· growth is needed on native 
pastures. "We tried a 
recommended herbicide 
applied in mid-May, and it 
knocked out all the 
bluegrass, orchardgrass 
and weeds.• Result was that 
lhe switchgrass nearly 
jtimped out of the ground," 
·says Hintz. 

Since their growing 
pa~tem is different than 
cool season grasses, warm­

. season grasses shoul$ also 
· be fertilized differently. , 

Fertilizing switchgrass r 
early _spring, · as f t 

bromegrass, would gi . 
weeds a boost. 

It should be fertilized in 
late May and with a lower 
rate of nitrogen. 

"Properly managed, I 
think warm season grasses 
can fit well in a pasture 
program," Hintz says. 

''Overgrazing will kill 
them. Farmers who don't 
control grazing would 
better off with a deferr 
grazing program wit 
something more durabl 

- such as birdsfoot trefoi 
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W arm~season grasses· can give 
summer-long pastures 

by Jim Ranum 
There may be an answer to pasture shortages during the 

bot summer months of July and August. _ 
Early results from native warm-seaion grasses indicate 

they may help stretch summer grazing programs. 
Called warm-season grasses because they reach ~ 

production during the warmest times of the year, such 
species as Indiangrass, switchgrass, and big bluestem are 
being tested by several. farmers in southern Iowa. 

~ 'These grasses .green up late in May and are in full 
production by early July," explains Ernie Hintz, agronomist 
for the USDA Soil Conservation Service. "This is the same 
time bromegrass, orchardgrass and other cool~season 
grasses taper off." 

Hintz says warm-season grasses may produce as much 
forage in warm montbs as cool-season grasses do early and 
late in the grazing season. ·They would support the same 
number of cows and calves in July and August. · 
. Incorporating them into pasture programs is g~ soil 
conservation because, if properly managed; they prevent 
overgrazing of cool season pastures. 

Merlin Bintz, who farms near Minden, bas used 30 acres if 
batuv~ grasses for four years. "What pleased me was seeing 

my cows content under shade tree on a bot summer day 
when other cows were out in the sun looking for food," ·says 
Bintz. . . 

Dr. Thomas McMillian, physician and farmer near Leon, 
was surprised to find no native grass pastures in Iowa when 
he moved from Nebraska three years ago. "We bad them on 
a ranch there, and I think they'll work here. · Evidently, 
they've been overgrazed, not fertilized and just not managed 
right if tbeyVE been tried here before,'' be says. 

So far, tests haven't' indicated which native grass is the 
highest prod~cer. The most popular is switcbgrass because 
its seed costs least and it's easier to get started. Hintz feels 
all three of the grasses could have a place in a summer 
pasture progrant. -

He says t~ grasses are still in the testing stage, but adds 
he is encour•ged . by early results. · 

"But warm-season grasseS won't work for everyone," be 
warns. "They're quite susceptible to overgrazing." Hintz 
recommends them only to pasture managers who will graze 
them properly. · 

To manage warm season grasses, rules for cool season 
grasses should be forgotten, be continues. 

"For example, they shouldn't be grazed closer to the 
- ground than 8 to 10 inches. Cool season is 3 to 4 mcbes. 

"To get the most production you 'should take half and leave 
half of the plant by weight," Hintz says. "If you don't tum 
cattle in too early, this works quite well. Opening the pasture 
about July 1 means the grass is abOut two feet taU. Taking 
IJalf leaves the grass stubble 8 to 10 itlcbes taU." · 

Controlling competing growth iS needed on native 
pastures. "We tried a recommended herbicide applied in 
mid-May, and it knocked out aU the bluegrass, orchardgrass .. 
and weeds. Result was that the switcbgrass nearly· jumped 
out of the ground," says Hintz. . 

Since their . growing pattern is different than cool season 
grasses, warm-season grasses shouls ·also be fertilized · dif­
ferently. Fertilizing switcbgrass in early spring, as for 
bromegrass, would give weeds a boost. . 

It should be fertilized in late May and with a lower rate of 
nitrogen. 

"Properly managed, I think warm season grasses can fit 
well in a pasture program," Hintz says. 

'·'Overgrazing will kill them. Farmers who don't control 
. ~azing would be better off with a deferred grazing program 

with something more durable; such as birdsfoot trefoil." 



ANNIVERSARIES 
ENGAGEMENTS 

BIRTHDAYS 

Tiffany-Ita 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Tiffany wish to 

announce the engagement and ap­
proaching marriage of their 
daughter, Cheri, to Kenny Ita, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ita of Danville. 
An April 7 wedding is being planned 
at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Wapello. All friends and 
relatives are invited to attend. 

Cheri is a graduate of Columbus 
Community High School and is 
e~ployed at Columbus Junction 
State Bank. Kenny is' a graduate of 

· Cutkomp 40th 
Mr. and Mrs. John Cutkomp, 

Rural Morning Sun. will .celebrat.P 



BacKslope terraces . 
stop more · erosion 

On any slope which . is 
terraced, -grassed backslope 
terraces will stop about 20 to 
50 percent more erosion than . 
broadhase terraces. The 
difference becomes greater 
on the steeper slopes and 
becomes less .on flatter 
slopes. The reason for this 
difference is the methods 
used to construct the two 
kinds of terraces. 

Broadbase terraces are 
built by cutting a channel and 
pushing the dirt downhill to 
form the ridge. Cutting the 
channel on the uphill side 
increases the steepness of the 

land above the terrace which 
increases somewhat the 
amount of erosion above the 
terrace. Since the terraces 
reduce the distance the water ' 
can run, however; the total 
amount of erosion is · still 1 

reduced after terracing. l 
·Grassed backslope terraces . 
are built by pushing the dirt 
from below the terrace up to 
form the ridge. By con­
structing terraces this way 
the slope of the land is· 
actually flattened slightly 
which reduces the amount of 
erosion · occuring. With 
broadbase terraces the 
erosion is reduced by cutting 
off the water and shortening 
the distance it is allowed to 
run. With grassed backslope 
terraces we not only control 
erosion cby shortening the 
distance the water runs but 

. we also reduce the erosion by 
flattening the slope· so the 
water does not run off so fast. 

Grassed backslope terraces 
are needed most n fields 
which have over percent 
slope. On these steep slopes 
the difference . in erosion 
between the grassed 
backslope and broadbase 
terraces is very significant. 
Also on these steeper slopes 
the .broadbase terraces 
become· too steep to farm 
safely. 

The other advantage of 
grassed backsl_ope terraces is 
that because of the flattening 
effect these terra~es have on 
the field slope, row-crops 
may be plan ted more -in­
tensively without causing 
excess erosion. 

Grassed backslope terraces 
fit into many situations where 
they protect the soil better 
than broadbase terraces. If 
you think they might work for · 
you stop in at the Soil Con­
servation District office. 



. Consenation. Award 
Wi,ners Are An~;~o.unced 

Newly elected commissioner Hilton Harris above < rigbt ) 
presents award to Milton Hayes ( left). 

Commilsioner Tom Utter ( right ) presents award to Lewis . · 
Dallmeyer ( left ) . 

Newly elected soil conservation who live in South Dakota. Together 
district commissioners Hilton Harris they have installed many conserva­
and Tom Utter presented awards to tion practices in the past including 
Lewis Dallmeyer and Milton Hayes, terraces and ponds. 
winners of the local Soil Conserva-
tion District award program. 

Harris who is . elected from Mar­
.shall Township made the owner­
operator award presentation to 
Milton Hayes. Hayes farms 550 acres 
east of Wa~llo. Although much of 
his 1and is bottomland, he was 
selected because his sloping land is 
,farnted with a rotation. 

According to District .Co~rvat­
ionist Jim Ranum, a good rotation 
with several years of . hay and pas­
ture is one of the best soil conser­
vation practices a landowner can use. 

Utter who was elected from Con­
cord Township, presented the award 
to Lewis Dallmeyer. Dallmeyer was 
presented the award in the land­
lord-tenant division along with the 
landlords Martha . and Molly Rozum 



Conservation tillage 
not new idea 

Some of the new plows run along a 
few inches beneath the surface of 
the .. ground. Others have · the effect 
of slicing through. And there are all 
manner of variations in between. 

Farmers already are beginning to 
adopt the new system. In some 
localities, where only a few years 
ago 95 percent of the farmers burn­
ed , off their wheat stubble every 
year so as to make it easier to plow 
for the following year's crop, nearly 
all the growers are now using plows 
that leave a considerable part of the 
stubble on the surface. They have 
stopped burning and are finding that . 
the wheat-stubble litter, or straw 
scattered over the field, has a 
powerful effect, not only in increas­
~~g yields but in preventing soil 
from washing and blowing. 

This new system is sometimes 
referred to a~ "subsurface tillage." 
B-orne call it "trashy fallow," and 
many o{ us are hoping that it will 
eventually be referred · to as · the 
"stubble-mulch" method. The new 
method will not be · a cure-all, of 
course, but it is proving to be a most 
efficient tool in an ever-increasing 
number of farming areas. 

By personal observation, by the 
re·sults. of scientific study and by the 
practical experience of farmers, the 
Louisa County Soil Conservation 
service believes it is becoming in­
creasingly evident that the passing 
of the turning plow from general use 
in field cultivation would be a boon. 
Some day it may be regarded as a 
notable event in history. 



Conservation? What's · the answer? 
In these days of fast-rising prices 

and the rat race of keeping up with 
the J oneses, we are all quickly 
caught up in looking out for number 
one. The day of helping our 
neighbor just because he is our 
neighbor seem far' apart and few bet­
ween. This is a scary realization 
when you stop and think about it. 

We have often heard the tales ex­
pressed by our gray generation how 
neighbors for miles around would 
congregate together to raise a new 
barn, to get the harvest in on time or 
to help after a disaster. 
· I feel that it is again time to con­
gregate together in our communities 

.. to fight a battle against our. number­
one disaster, soil erosion and water 
pollution. 

Let's not ease our guilt by saying 
this is only a problem solved by the 
farmer. True, he does own the land 
where the source of the problem 
lies, but he needs the moral and 
dollar support of his good neighbors 
in town. Without them, the problem 
will get larger and larger, like it has 
in recent years. 

Everyone should know the major 
problem that · soil · erosion has 
become. It is a known fact that for 
every bushel · of ~orn raised, two 
bushels of soil can go ·down the 
stream or creek - in other words, 
down the drain never to be used 
again. With Iowa farmers raising 
thousands of' metric tons of corn a 
year, this is ·an enormous amount of 
soil being lost. 

There are some soils in your coun­
ty that are predicted to be gone in 15 

to 25 years, that is, washed down to 
a subsoil which is unproductive - a 
soil that will not grow anything but 
weeds because it costs too much to 
fertilize. That soil will become ex­
tinct in those areas. 

So what is. the answer? There is a 
government agency trained just for 

. this type <?f _probleJll called the Soil 
Conservation Service. They advise 
building tile outlet terraces, using a 
relatively new planting method call­
ed no-till. 

Terraces are an earth embank­
ment with a tile drain like you have 
for your bathtub. These are spaced 
accordingly to break up the slope of 
a field to stop the rain water run-off 
from carrying a way the soil. 

No-till planting utilizes · a 
specially-equipped planter that does 
all the tillage needed for planting in 
one pass over the field. It only 
disturbs abQut a 3-inch strip where 
the seed is planted. The reason it is 
called no-till · is because all of this is 
done in the previous year's residue, 
thus eliminating the, plow, the disk, 
etc. .. 

The Soil .:- Conser'vation Service 
says these are two of the better 
methods used. 

We have the answer, but a lot of 
work to do. With the coooperation 
of town a·nd country, it can be done.· 

, If you have any comments or ques­
tions, call your local scs. 

We have ·:a responsibility to our 
future generations to leave them a 
land fertile and productive. This is 
.one res~onsibility we cannot shrug 
off. 



Construction And 
Soil· Conse~vation 

'11he fail construction season will 
soon 'be upon us. As we all remem­
ber last fall the weather determines 
how fast CrOps come OUt and COil'· : 
struction can begin. Assuming the 

. weather cooperates there · are a 
couple considerations anyone plan-
-ning to do some construction should 
consider. 
. First you need to bave a contrac­
. tor. This time of the rear is- the .bus-
iest for contractors smce practically 
everyone wants .to · get started as 
soon as crops are out. It's a good 
idea to check with your contractors 
0 make sure you're on their list. 

· Next check with the Soil Conser- . 
vatiOn service to ·see . if they have . 
the work done or if . they" need to do 
:some survey as 6100D as crops are 
out. · · 
• For those who have cost-share it's 
·good to do a double chedt to make 
sure. If you do Ddt have any but 
need some there are two source$ 
available. The ASCS omce in Wap­
ello has AOP cost-share, however, 
they get their allocations October 1 
and do not have ~uch old funds left . . 
The Soil Conservation Distriet has 
state cost-share; however, they have 
to have spent moSt oJ theirs. There 
is a possibility they may . get an 
~ditional · allocation if they can 



The Wapello Rep.ublican Thanday, 1 

County Coordinating· 
't'Almmittee Meets · · 

l 

llafian Wiederrecht has an-
. llOune,ed. that a meeting of tbe 

Louisa COunty Resource Coor­
dinating Committee wiD be held 
Mareh 6 in Wapello at the I.S.U. 
BuDding at 1:30 in the aftei'DOOil 
to ~uss the progress of · 208 · 
Water Quality Planning. 

point poUutioa. Discuulon wiD 
also focus oa a suaeated method 
.of implemenU..c th~ pollution 
· col'Atrol ~· 

· "Thii meetinl ww oe one of a 
very few opportunities for local 
people to have a say in tbe type of . 
control pi'CJII'am to use in Iowa," · 

. Wiederrecbt said. "We need to · 
Iowa has been required by tbe . shape the program to our need8 

1972 Clean Water Act to develop a or else someone wiD do It for us." . 
plan to control Non Point SOu.rces 
of Pollutants. These pollutants 
include sediment and chemical 
runoff from au lands including 
farmland. The departments of 
Soil Conservation and En­
vironmental Quality are charged 
with developing the plan. 

At this meeting, the Louisa ' 
County Resource Coordinating 
Committee will be evaluating 
proposed practices to control non 

'11le implementation pJ"OII'am : · 
would require pollution control · 

·measures in watersbeds that 
contribute to a water quality 
problem. The Department of SoU 
Conservation maintains that itS 
proposal allows for a number ol 
incentives and alternative 
pollution control practices. 

'11le public is urged to attend . 
this meeting ol the Louisa County 
Resource Coordinating Com­
mittee. This public input will be 
reviewed by the ·conservancy 
districts before final declsiaaa 
are made next summer. 



Co!Jnty no-till 
\ contest this year 
J The Louisa County Soil Conserva­

tion District is sponsoring ·a no-till 
yield contest this year. 

The contest will run along the 
same guidelines as the Master Corn 
Growers contest. Cash prizes will 
be awarded with $100 for first place, 
$75 for second and $50 for third. 

A no-till planter is available for 
use. Contact the Louisa Soil Conser-. 
vation office at 523-6411 for further 
information. 



Deadline to enter soil 
conservation s.peech 
contest is March 15 

The Louisa County S o i 1 
Conservation D is t r i c t Com-'­
missioners are again sponsor-
oring the soil conservation 
contest. The contest, opeJl to 
aJl> s~udents grade 7 through 

12, who live in LQuisa county, has 
a ~ $250 scholarship and a $100 
cash ·prize for the state winner. 

The_ topic for this ye•ar' s contest 
1 is :Long R·ange Community 

Benefits From Proper Land 
Management. The S'Peeches must 
be at least 5 minutes long ·and no 
long.er than 10 minutes. They win 
be judged on originality , aptness 
of thought, accuracy of in­
formation and the manner in 
which they are presented. 

'I1he loca·l contest will be held at 
the Peoples National B a n k 
Activity Room in C o 1 u m b u s 
Junction on M1arch 19 at 7:30. 
First place winner in the local 
contest win r·eceive $15, second 
place $10, third place $5 and al!l 
others $1. 

The f'ir,st place local winner wiH 
1 then advance to the regional 
contest, where the prizes will be 
$25 for first place, $15 for second 
pl•ace and $10 for third place. 

The regional winner will then 
compete in the state contest, 
where the firs.t prize wiH be a 
$250 scholarship and $100 easih. 
Second prize is $75 and third $50. . 

Deadline for entering t h e 
conte.st is Marcih 15. Students 
interested in entering .should 
contact the Soil Conservation 
District Office, 220 North 2nd 
Stree~ Wapello, or call 523-6411. 
J .. , f. ~ . ') -

""") 



Double cropping 
has limited success 
By nM RUDISILL 
Neighbors staff 

Louisa County District Soil 
Conservationist Jim Ranum 
has reported that although 
double croppmg is not a com­
mon practice in this area, it 
has been tried with limited 
success. 

The main factor, Ranum 
said, is the availability of 
moisture for germination. 

He explained that after a 
first crop, usually winter 
wheat or oats, is harvested, 
the ground is worked for a 
second crop, generally 
soybeans. This causes a 
moisture loss which may be 
essential for a good yield. 

By using a no-till planter, 
however, Ranum said, this 
moisture loss may be 
prevented, since no field 

preparation is needed. The 
no-till method will also save 
time because planting can be 
done as soon as the old crop is 
picked. 

Because winter wheat will 
mature sooner than oats, it is 
the best choice as a first crop, 
he added, although an early 
oat can be used as an oatlage 
·and harvested before it's ripe1 to save time. 

Ranum emphasized though · 
that regardless of the first~· 
crop, the best second crop 
would be soybeans for this 
area. 

The local Soil Conservation 
District, ·along with Chevron! 
Chemical Company, will

1 provide an AC no-till planter 
for anyone wishing to try this 
conservation farm practice, ~ 
Ranum said. ' 



Fall construction season near . 
fo~ conservation struc.tu_res 

WAPELLO - The fall construction 
season for conservation measures and 
structures is near. 

Bill Baugh, Louisa conservationist 
technician, said, "Assuming the 
weather cooperates, there are a couple 
of considerations anyone planning to 
do some construction should consider. 
' "First, you· need to have a con­
tractor. This time of the year is the 
busiest for :contractors since prac­
tically everyone wants to get started as 
soon as crops are out. It's a good idea to 
check with you contractors to make 
sure you're .on their list. 

"Next check with the Soil Con­
servation Service (SCS) to~ee if they 
have the work done or if they need to 
do. some surveying as soon as crops are 

~ out," Baugh added. 
He said there are two sources of cost­

share payments. The ASCS office here 
has ·federal funds, most of which are 
exhausted. New allocations come Oct. 
1. The Soil Conservation district has 
state cost-share funds, most of which 
have been spent. There's a possibqity 
of further allocations if the sen can 
show the need. Both offices should be 
checked. 



First Louisa .soil survey 
since 1918 to begin 

The first soil survey in Louisa county since 
1918 will begin Wednesday.' .. · 

On that day, workers from the U.S. Depa.rt­
ment of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) will complete their s~rvey in Des Moines 
county and begin in Louisa. 

Expected completion date is J ufY l, 1983. Total 
cost is about $150,000. 

Louisa county assessor John Dykstra said 
Louisa has gone without a new oil surv.ey as 
long as any county in Iowa. The CS is making 
new surveys in all counties in Iowa. Surveys 
have been completed in 37 counties, others are in 
progress and some. are sched~ed for the· 1980's 
and 1990's. 

Survey workers will examine soil type and 
quality in all parts of the county. They will also 
examine the county's topography, the layout of 
waterways and ditches, flooding potential, land 
availability for crop production and other 
variables. 

and potentials for many uses for each soil type in 
the inventory,'' according to extension service 
information. 

Farmers can use survey results, according to 
information released from the USDA. The USDA 
said survey results give facts and suggestions 
related to improving f~rm management. In its 
corn suitability ratings, the survey gives yield 
potentials for various soil types under conditions 
of exceptional farm managem~nt and of typical 
farm management, the USDA reported. 
. According to the extension s~rvice, survey 
results can help in planning herbicide ap­
plication rates, imgauon rates, tillage systems, 
soil testing, and soil and water conservation. 

These variables will be computed into corn . 
suitability ratings for different parts of the 
county. Corn suitability rating measures soil 
potential for growing corn. One aim of the state­
wide surveys, said Dykstra, is to ~velop greater 
uniformity in corn suitability ratings from 

The results can also be useful to assessors, 
Dykstra said. Com suitability, he said, is an 
important factor in making land assessments. 
He added, however, ass·essments do not always 
correspond directly to corn suitability because 
assessments might be lowered, for example, if 
sui~able soil is unavailable due to frequent 
flooding. · 

Dykstra said survey results will not lead to 
extensive or surprising alterations in 
assessments. Rather, he said, the results wil 
allow "refinements." 

county to county. , 
Dykstra said he thinks it will take three years 

to complete the actual survey and one year to . · 

He said he maintains his corn suitability 
ratings for Louisa and, in 'making assessments, 
has always considered the variables that will be 
examined in the soil survey. compile the results. . 

The survey results will be useful to pe9ple in 
many different fields, according to information 
released by the Iowa State University extension 
service, which is responsible for survey public 
relations. 

"The soil survey is not only an inveutory of' soil 
resourc s but also includes- . · limitations 

The soil survey results can be useful in other 
fields beside farming and assessment, according 
to extension service and USDA information: 

--Engineers can use the results in locating and 
designing dams, reservoirs, buildings and roads, 

·and in planning flood control, drainage and 
(Coa!t. en p. ) - · 

IJ)ing faJ n, s 
servation prOII"ams. , . 

-Reallod and home builders can use ~ 
resU& in analyzlnlland value, land foundatloal~ 
drainage, waste disposal and plant life. . 

-Results can also be useful to wildlife workers 
in . planninl wildlife area improvements, ill 
designing ponds and in locating b~tlnl, 
recreation and fishing sites. 

~-~···Results can also be useful to public of· 
ficiais as they pian land acquisitions. 

-Results can also be useful in land planDinl 
and zoning, in locating potential martets for 
agribusinesses such as the fertmz«:r ~' 
and in designing routes for energy p1pelinel aad 
telephone cables. . 

Dykstra said a soil survey updatinl tbe llll 
results is useful because new tecbniques aDd 
·ma:cbineS for working with soil have developed 
and because there are now new metboda of 
analyzing soil types. 

Still, . be .said, soil patterns do not chanle 
. rapidly and so the 1918 results, at least for bla 

assessing purposes, are still applicable. . 
· The soil survey cost of about $150,000 will be 
eveniy divided between Louisa, the SCS and the 

, USDA. Louisa has about $30,000 of its S&O,pol 
8ti8e already set aside, Dykstra said. FUll 
payment will not be due until the survey II 
completed, , . . . · 

State-owned land in Louisa will be mcluded iD 
the survey, Dykstra said, but Louisa wiD not 
have to pay that cost. 

Dykstra said the co~ty signed a contract witb 
the USDA in 1973, meaning the county's cost wUl 
be about half as much as if the contract bad been · 
signed. at this year's price. . 

The survey will be a cooperative effort I*· 
ween the scs, the extension servic~ and tbe Iowa 
Agricultural Experiment Station m Ames. 

Dykstra said county residents can keep survey 
workers off residents' property but that rarely 

happens. . . . ... 
The survey will off1c1ally start w1th a flnt 

a;cre" ceremony Wednesday at Virginia Grove 
park at 1:30 p.m. 



Harry Bryant Has Been Promoted 

HARRY BRYANT 

Harry Bryant, District Conservat­
ionist for the Soil Consnvation Ser­
vice at Wapello, has been promoted 
to the Williamsburg, Iowa, field of­
fice, according to Eldon Weber, Area 
Conservationist, of the Soil Conser­
vation Service. Bryant will take over 
his new duties July 21. His duties 
there will be assisting the Iowa Co­
unty SoU Conservation District with 
soil and water conservation resource 
problems. 

Bryant started with the Soil Con­
servation Service in 1962 at Corydon, 
Iowa as a part time Soil Conservation 
Technician. In 1966 he became a full 
time Soil Conservation Technician in 
the Burlington Field office. In 1971 
he became Soil Conservationist and 
later District Conservationist in the 
Wapello Field Office. 

Bryant ath•nded college at Iowa 
State University from 1950.52 and 
received a Bachelor of Science de­
gree from Western Illinois in 1971. 
He served with the armed forces in 
Korea during the Korean conflict and 
farmed in Wright and Wayne Co­
unties before joining the Soil Con­
servation Service in 1962. 

Mrs. Bryant is a Home Economist 
and has taught in the Corydon. Dan­
ville and Morning Sun School Sys­
tems. The Brvants have five children 
Dean. a freshman at Western Illinois 
University: Bruce. a freshman at 
Iowa State University: Beth. a senior, 
Blair. a sophomore and Stev~n a 
freshman in high school. 

The Bryants will be moving to the 
Williamsburg area as soon as suitable 
housing can be found. 



Jennings To Speak At Tillage. Meeting 
Vivan Jennings, ISU Extension 

Weed Control Specialist will 
speak at a meeting, Sept. 12 in the 
Vo. Ag. Building, Wapello, at 7:30 
PM. All grain producers are · 
urged to attend. 

Jennings will discuss ·weed 
control relating to minimum and 
mulch tillage practices. ·weed 
control in minimum tillage has 
cr.eated problems for some 
producers. 

Management practices for Soil 
and Water management" ac­
cording to Harlan Wiederrecht. 

Wiederrecht said Louisa 
County was organized into 
"J.mall a:r:ea watersheds" some 
months ago. This was · done 
help farmers approach problem 
iil water management on a group 
basis rather than individually. 

This meeting is sponsored by 
the County Soil Commissioners, 
RC & D and the County Extension 
Service. 

Dean Pettit, DISTRICT Con­
servationist, Fairfield will 
present slides relative to "Best 
.__ ...... ..,.. ...... _....--....,_. ~r •' 



.Landowners 
Meeting M3rch 27 

The Louisa Soil Conservation Dis~ 
trict is· sponsoring a !~downers 
meeting this Monday, March 27th, 
7: 00 p.m. at the Soil Conservation 
office in Wapello. 

Meeting is open to any landowner 
who is interested or planning con­
servation practices this year. Discu& 
sion will center on construction 
times, cost share and ASCS pro-
grams. Any person with conserva­
tion questions should attend since 
there will be representatives of Ag­
ricultural Stabilization and Conser­
vation ·and Soil Conservation Ser-: 
vice present to explain programS 
and. answer questions. 



LeSs tilla~ge saves time, fuel, and soil 
by Lynn Betts 

Soli Conservation Service 

FARMERS didn't use a mold­
board plow on 20% of Iowa's 
corn and soybean land last year. 

Instead, they prepared seed­
beds for nearly 3 million acres 
with conservation tillage tools, 
discs, field cultivators, chisel 

plows, etc., according to a recent 
survey by the Soil Conservation 
Service. 

"Why did they discard their 
plows? Because they wanted to 
save soil, water, time, and dol­
lars," says John Maddy, agrono­
mist for the Soil Conservation 
Service. Conservation tillage sys-

terns protect the soil by leaving 
residue on the surface. Losses 
from water-caused erosion can 
be cut 90% over conventionally 
tilled land and wind erosion can 
be completely eliminated with 
these systems. 

Softening the impact of rain­
drops on the soil is one goal of 

conservation tillage, explains 
Maddy. Research indicates the 
impact energy of rainfall on a 
square mile of Iowa land each 
year is equal to 10,000 tons of 
TNT. An acre of Iowa soil, then, 
is bombarded with a force of 16 
tons of TNT each year. 

"Something has to shield the 
soil from that and the . wind," 
says Maddy. "Crop residue can." 

Conservation tillage systems 
leave varying amounts of residue 
cover. The most effective for 
erosion control are those that 
leave the most residue distrib­
uted evenly over the soil surface. 

"Most conservation tillage sys­
tems now available do a good 
job. The machine operator is 
the key. Use the machine the 
way it is intended to be used. If 
you can't get the image of a 
clean field out of your mind, and -
try to prepare a seedbed like 
you would with a conventional 
machine, you won't get the pro­
tective "umbrella" cover of crop 
residue," Maddy says. 

If you're considering conser­
vation tillage, you've got 4 major 
systems to choose from. Maddy 
reviews the alternatives and of­
fers these thoughts on how to 
use them effectively. 

Chisel plow ... 
The most popular conservation 

tillage machine in Iowa is the 
chisel plow. It is most preva­
lent in northern Iowa, but is be­
ing used statewide. Some farm­
ers chisel and plant in one trip 
across the field, but most do it 
separately. 

You might want to chisel twice 
before planting, first at a depth 
of 8 to 9 in. and then again as 
a smoothing operation. 

"As a rule of thumb, each time 
you chisel plow you cover 20% 
of the residue," Maddy says. 
"Too many trips across the field 
defeat your purpose. Leaving 
3000 to 4000 lb. of cornstalk res­
idue per acre on the soil surface 
reduces soil loss by 50% over 
conventional tillage. 

"With 100-bushel/acre corn, 
you would have about 6000 lb. of 
residue. After 2 chiselings, you 
would still be in the 3000 to 
4000-lb. range if you were care­
ful not to cover residue." 

Last year, 6000 farmers plant­
ed about 900,000 acres, using the 
chisel plow to prepare a seed­
bed. "Altho many started on 
soybean land, they are moving 
into cornstalk residue as they 
gain experience," says Maddy. 

Till planting . . . 
The till planting system is 

most popular in northwest Iowa, 
altho it too is used in all pa,rts 



of the state. Last year, over 
1000 farmers used ·it on 250,000 
acres. 

In till planting, the new seed 
is planted in last year's crop tow. 
"The soil in this ridge is the 
warmest, driest, and · most fri­
able soil in the fie~d," -says Mad­
dy. The till planter pushes crop 
residue between the row, pro­
tecting that soil from erosion. 
Mad(ly cautions that the ·till 
planter must be used on the con­
tour, to prevent water from run­
ning downhill in the row. 

Maddy says, it is hard to find any 
fall plowed soybean fields. More 
than 21,000 farmers planted 
1,600,000 acres this way in 1971. 

Planting ·com and soybeans in 
crop residues .is a much different 
operation than planting systems 
of the past, and you will want to 
consider the total system from 
planting to .harvest before you 
convert, Maddy says. Each farm­
er has a little bit dfferent situa­
tion-soil conditions, the amount 
of residue his machinery will 
handle, and other variables. 
Weed control and when and how 

Rotary tillage . ·. . · 
Rotary tillers were used on 

400 Iowa farms last year. The 
seedbed should be prepared only 
in the row where the seed is to 
be planted for best erosion con­
trol. 

·The undisturbed area between 
is covered with crop residue. If 
all the soil surface is tilled, most 
of ·the residue will be covered 
and the conservation value is 
lost, Maddy warns. He also ad­
vises not to till too deeply for 
the same reason. · 

Slot (zero) tillage . . . 
One of the most promising 

conservation tillage systems for 
.erosfon control is slot or~ 
tillage. It's main . ac;J.va:nUge is 
that it plants With a minimum_ of 
soil disturbance. 

Special planter shoes or a roll­
ing, wavy coulter are used to 
prepare a place less than· 3 in. 
wide to plant the seed: The sys­
tem was developed for planting 
·in sod or grain fields, and can 
reduce soil loss to a ·negligible 
amount if crop residue has been 
left on the ground after harvest­
ing. 

"That means it's important to 
leave residue on the ground, 
since most farmers are planting 
·on corn and soybean ground 
rather than sod," Maddy says. 
"Disciri.g, chiseling several times 
before planting, or any other 
kind of soil disturbance covers 
crop residue." Planting in the 
old row and using herbicides for 
weed control help, too. 

Altho onlv 500 farmers in. the 
state used this system last year, 
it has doubled since 1971. 

No plow .. ·. 
Jf you don't have a special till­

age machine, you may be one of 
the many farmers in the state 
who are planting without plow­
ing. Using machines already on­
the farm, they usually begin ex.- . 
perimenting with soybeans. They ­
prepare the seedbed with discs, 
field cultivators, or similar tools 
in the spring. 

Leaving soybean residue on _ 
the soil thru winter and spring 
goes a long way in stopping wind 
erosion on soybean soil. · This 
simple procedure is the fastest 
growing form of tillage in the 
soybean producing area of the 
state. In some communities, 

...... 

to apply fertilizer and chop 
stalks are other management 
considerations: 

"You can't go half way with a 
conservation tillage system," 
says Maddy. He cites · farmers 
who unsuccessfully try io cut 
corners in taking care of weeds 
as one example. Some buy a 
conservation tillage planting ma-

. chine, but try to cultivate with 
their old cultivators, which won't 
work well in heavy residue. 

Then, too often, they disc or 
cover the . residue at planting 
time to make it easy to cultivate 

with their old cultivator. This 
doesn't work, either, because 
they lose the soil protection the 
residue would have . provided. 
, So it is important when you 

select a method, whether it is 
till planting, no-till planting, 
chiseling, or other form of con­
servation . tillage, that you keep 
in mind your management plans 
before and after the field iS 
planted. It's possible to protect 
your soil and get good yields at 
the same time. Ask some of the 
28,000 Iowa farmers who are do­
ing it. 



Louisa co~ty pastures 
• • • 

a~ 1111proVIng I~ve,st111ent 
Pasture improvement may be 

a better investment on Louisa 
County farms than it has been in 
several years. 

"Much of our pasture land has 
run down because fertilizer 
prices have risen while cattle 
prices have been low." said Jim 
Ranum, local district con­
servationist with the USDA Soil 
Conservation Servic~. 

"But with the improved cattle 
price situation an investment in 

. fertilizer, labor, and perhaps 
reseeding can pay real dividends 
in the fo~m of increased beef 

""' produ.ctiori. 
·"We have an estimated 26,000 

acres pius of pasture in Louisa 
.~~·county l' ana proper fertilization 

and maintenance of these acres 
could increase farm income and 
our overall local economy." 

He said in addition to providing 
forage for c~ttle, improved 
pasture is an excellent con­
servation measure that controls 
erosion and . sedimentation, 
improves water quality, and 
creates natural beauty. 

"Recommendations differ 
according to soil tests, soil types, 
kind of pasture, condition of the 
·grass, and. other · factors," 
Ranum said. People seeking 
:detailed assistance on specific 
:problems should contact Ranum 
·at the Soil Conservation Service 
~ office, 523-64ii . 



Muscatine Island water discussed at meeting . . 
by John Dornfel~ 
Gazette News Editor 

The Muscatine Island water table 
has been going down over the past 
few years and the quality is not 
what it used to be. 

Thirty-five people met with two 
state legislators, a representative of 
Governor Ray and an engineer for 
the Iowa National Resources 
Council Wednesday night to find out 
what could be ·done about the 
situation. 

The meeting was held in the 
Louisa County Court House in 
Wapello and was sponsored by the 
Geode Wonderland Resource_ 

Conservation and Development 
agency of Fairfield. 

Wayne Geiselman, the engineer, 
told the crowd that because of 
jndustr.ial, commercial, residential 
and agricultural development since 
the turn of the century, the water 
table and quality have gone down. 

Since the table is 
replenished by the Mississippi 
River, the Muscatine Island area 
should not have supply problems un­
til the year 2000. 

He said thanks to a 1977 study 
conducted by both the Iowa and U.s.· 
Geological Survey offices, · data 

Wayne Geiselman, an engineer for the Iowa Natural Resources Coun­
cil, explains the history of water usage in the Muscatine Island area 
since the early 1900's at a meeting ·Wednesday night, December 2, in 
the Louisa County Court House. The meeting · was sponsored by the 
Geode Wonderland Resource Conservation and Development agency 
of Fairfield. (Gazette photo by John Dornfeld) 

exists showing who uses the water, 
how much they use and whether 
their usage went up or down over 
the years. 

He mentioned that Muscatine 
Island is unique this way. In ~ost 
areas of the state, no such data 
exists. 

According to the study, the two 
largest users of water from the 
Muscatin~ Island area are Monsanto 
and City of Muscatine. 

Monsanto uses about 5.3 billion 
gallons a year and Muscatine uses 
roughly 5.16~ billion gallons yearly,· 
Geiselman said. 

Grain Processing Company in 
· Mus~atine, uses approximately 2.4 
billion gallons a year, Thatcher 
Glass of Muscatine uses 456 million 
gallons a year~ about 340 million 

. gallons are lost to evaporation each 
year and roughly 300 million gallons 
are used · for irrigation, Geiselman 
said. 

Starting in 1983, Iowa-Illinois Gas 
and Electric Company will have the 
right to use up to 2.021 billion 
gallons yearly at the Louisa 
Generating Station, Geiselman said. 

He also mentioned that water 
from the Muscatine Island area was 
exe.mpt from the Iowa Water Rights 
Law until the early 1970's. 

The law, Geiselman said, requires 
that the highest priority for use of · 
the water goes toward "the most 
beneficial use possible." · 

Although ~ 'the most beneficial use 
possible" has never been define~ 
under the law, Geiselman said it has. 
come to mean domestic 'residential 
use. 

He said this is unique. In states 

west of Iowa, the water goes to the 
user who claimed it first. East of 
Iowa, it goes to the u~er nearest the 
water. 

He said the pollution problems 
·involve nitrates and mi~erals in the 
water. 

No law exists to protect water 
table levels and if the level goes 
deeper than a well is dug, due to 
industrial expansion as an example, 
it is not necessary for the industry 
to compensate the shallow well · 
owner, Geiselman said. 

What to 'do about the lack of data 
and compensation was discussed by 
the two legislators~ Senator Frosty 
Schwengels of . Fairfield and 
Representative Vic Stueland of · 
Grand Mound. 

Stueland mentioned that 20 state 
and .federal agencies have 
"something to do with water" but 
none can answer questions concern­
ing ·water quality, quantity or 
jurisdiction over the water. 

Schwengels suggested, and 
Stueland agreed, that an agency 
should be set up by the state to 
gather water data and answer 
questions on water . rights, quality 
and quantity. 

ije said such an agency could get 
its personnel from state agencies 
already in existence and the money 
could come from cutting waste in 
social programs. 

Bill Kruse, Governor · Rayls 
representative, told the crowd he 
was sent to the meeting to find out 
what the state can do concerning 
water issues. · 
, Since the meeting was purely 

informational, no decisions we-re 
reached. 

·~ 
) 



Stop· ere>sion .... 
New style terraces 
are easie'r t.o farm 

soil movement in · the field ac­
cording to research don~ by 
John Lafflin, of the USDA agri­
culture research service: 

Of that 5 tons, only 5% will 
leave the field thru the tile. 

How much does that topsOil 
loss hurt you? A 2% to 5% 

soil will produce nearly $20 less 
annual net income · than a non­
eroded soil. This loss includes 
fertilizer and chemicals washed 
away, lower yields, and needed 
extra tillage. · 

What's terracing going to 
cost you? It will probably 
average between $150 and 

by Greg Lepper 
GRASS backslope terraces can 

pay for · themselves on many 
Iowa farms. Farmers who have 
tried them like them. 

They are also called parallel 
title outlet ~en:aces. They work 
well on both light and heavy 
soils with slopes of 1% to 18%. 

Hardin county has been a lea­
der in terracing. Farmers there 
give many reasons why they've 
installed these terraces. 

"Parallel terraces have cut 
out a lot of point rows and waste 
space for me," says Gerald Mod­
lin. He installed terraces on 29 
acres of land in 1974. The land 
had been in wide base terraces 
with grass waterway drains. 

Dean Mill, district conserva­
tion technican for Hardin coun­
ty, says the steep, grass back­
slopes of the terraces don't take · 
any more land out of production 
than the older waterways drains. 

'~Yet tllese paraue1 terraces 
let farmers use large equipment 
that wouldn't fit on the older 
type terraces," he adds. 

Caron Hobson, chairman of 
the Hardin county conservation 
district board of commissioners, 
has had terraces on his farm 
for many years. One of his ·50-
acre fields had to be farmed in 
6 separate fields before he put 
in the parallel terraces. 

"Those terraces have made 
farming easier. They've con­
served niy soil and moisture and 
they've increased the· land 
value," says Hobson. "But the 
greatest benefit isn't an _ eco-
nomic one. 

"That soil is an irreplaceable 
resource. Once it's gone, it's 
gone forever," says Hobson. 
"Plus, if the soil ~ashes away, it 
adds to the pollution of rivers 
and lakes. 

"It's easy to see that ter­
racing is good for the com-
munity," conclu~es Hobson. 

long. H you fall plow it up and 
down the hill, research shows 
you'll have an average annual 

lope that loses 15 tons per acre 
ach year loses one inch of top­
oil every 11 years. At that rate, _$250 an acre. Much depends 

on whether you can use 
present tile mains and how 
much earth moving has to oil loss of 40 tons per acre. . 

he same •field with 2 parallel 
tile outlet terraces spaced 130 ft. 
apart will have 5 tons per acre 

a Clarion .. Webster soil could 
lose all its topsoil in 2 genera­
tions of farming. 

be done. 
A U:niverslty of Missouri study 

shows that moder~tely er<?ded Information from 5 terracing 

jobs done in Hardin county in 
1974 showed an average cost of 
'$208 per acre. 

In 1974, the farmer had to pay 
only 25% of that cost in most 
cases. Federal cost sharing pro­
grams covered 50% of the cost. 
Iowa cost sharing funds picked 
up the remaining 25%. 

Neither federal nor state 
governments had decided by 
press time on how much money 
will be available for similar pro­
grams in 1975. 

At last year's cost · sharing 
rate, the average job in Hardin 

county cost the farmer about 
$52 per acre.-

Applyin.g the' University of 
Missouri figure of $20 an acre 
extra income from noneroded 
land, it would take less than 3 
years to pay for the terracing. 

. FEWER point rows and 
easy slopes are two of the 
real attractive features of 
the new style grass back­
slope terraces. 

. How much soil do you save 
with terrac~s? Let's take a typi­
cal field in continuous corn. As­
sume it has a 6% slope 300 ft. 

"You're a college kid, . you 
explain cattle bunks _to· 

him." 
~----~--





lo-Till Planter 
Planned For County 

The Louisa Soil Conservation DJs. 
,trict will sponSor a no-till planter 
,for use by interested farmers this 
,spring. The planter which is furnish­
; ed by Ortho Chemical Company will 
·be available for any farmer who 
. wishes to try a demonstration on 
his farm. 

According to James Ranum, Lou· 
isa County's District Conservationist 
·the planter will be available for 
fanners use for one day. Details of 
how to use the planter will be dis­
cussed on Jan. 23 at the 1st Presby­
terian Church in Mediapolis at 1:30 
p.m. This will be a joint meeting for 
fanners from Louisa and Des Moines 
. Counties. It offers a cbance for 
Loui$a County residents to visit with 
farmers from Des M&iDes County 
who tried no-till last year and want 
to try again this yem-. 

Ranum also says that ASCS is a. 
sisting with the demonstrations by 
cost sharing ten dollars ( $10) per 
.acre for up to ten. ( 10) acres. 

Any person interested in a demon- : 
stration plot but unable to attend 
the meeting may contact Mr. Ranum 
at the 'Soil Conservation office in 
Wapello - phone 523-8411 - for 
information. 



BUSINESS NOTE 

Harry · Bryant, Soil Con­
servationist and Eleanor Stone, 
District Clerk, of the SCS Office 
located in Wapello, attended a 
17-county informational meeting 
at Washington Wednesday, July 
25. Purpose of · the ~eeting was 
to study a cost-sharing program 
to be initiated by the State 
Department of Soil Con­
servation. · 



No till contest planned 

By nM RUDISILL 
Neighbors staff 

A no-till yield contest will be held in Louisa county this 
·year, with rules closely · matching the Iowa ·Master Corn 
Growers guidelines. 

-According to Jim Ranum, district conservationist, 
farmers who participate in the district sponsored contest 
will be eligible to win the $100 first prize. 

S~md prize will be $75 and t}Jird prize, $50. 
The district's no-till planter will be available to use on 

the plots. . 
No special application procedures are required, and for 

more information, contact the Louisa County Soil 
Conservation District office in Wapello. 
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No-till corn produ~ti"on to ·be discussed 
Conservation tillage will be the 

topic of discussion in the student 
center at' the Columbus · Junction 
High School on Tuesday, March 13, 
at 7:30 p.m. Guest speakers will be 
Mr. Bob Jones and Mr. Wayne 
Fred erich. 

Mr. Bob Jones, a representative of 
Ortho Chemical Company, will share 
his experiences using heticides in 
no-till corn production. 

Mr. Wayne Frederich, a 
Springdale, Iowa farmer, will show 
slides of his equipment and the 
results of his no-till corn production. 
Mr. Frederich has some 10 years ex­
perience with the chisel plow and 5 

years of no-till production to share 
with us. 

The public interest in the area of 
soil conservation is growing today 
with the no-till method of farming 
one answer to the problem. The em­
phasis of this problem was made in 
the Des Moines Register of W ednes­
day, February 28, as a bill was in­
troduced in the Iowa House to pro­
hibit fall plowing of soybean fields. 

The public is cordially invited to 
attend this informative meeting on 
soil conservation, which affects 
everyone. The meeting is being 
sponsored by Columbus Community 
Vocational Agriculture Department · 
and the Louisa County Conservation 
District. 



No-till · 

meeting 

slated 
The Louisa Soil Conservation 

Pastures can be 
District is sponsoring a no-till ·. pr~r1• table 
meeting Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. . 
at ihe meeting room of the ASCS 
office in Wapello. By Jim Ranu·m.-DistrictCon- grasses. They cannot be 

Anyone interested in a .no-till servationist, Soil Conservation overgrazed like cool season 
plot or information about it Service · grasses, · or they will be killed. 
should plan to a~tend. Bob Jones, Many of the · pas~re . areas ·They also . take more, care · to 
Ortho Chemical Co,mpany wlUch still exist in Louisa county establish. But once esiablished, 
representative, 'will be- on hand, have, developed what is known as warm.season·grasses provide an 
as will .: farmers who had cow spot disease. This isn't a alternative to low s.ummer , 
demonstratiOns last year. .major problem but it does point production. 

The AC no-~11 planter ;will be · out that cows are not a very good Legumes in a grass pasture 
avail~ble again this year · for fertilizer spreader. It also points wiU reduce the need for' nitrogen 
.demonstrations. 'Guideliraes will ~t tbat we're not managing our fertilizer, ·but legumes 'increase 
~ discussed at' the meeting. pastures to the fullest extent. the need for better potassium and 

, , . . lnterseeding pastures Will also . Like most natural resources, phosphorous fertilization. 
· be ~.~c-~s.~. for . ~a~l~e_1who ~s . .our pasturs n~ed . a certain , Le~~l!lt;S als6_have,a shorterlif~ · 

, c~ns1depng _ renovah~g · H 1 ,_ amount of ~Jap1tal investment 1 J~h, a1\~''Ws1ial'fY1 tv!itFtS be<Ye-' 
" . p&~ture. ' :; ~ l -.; . : . ) ·J n . • l3 :i befaJ:e· they become I~ profitable;_, 'esta·bliShed "dc'~iOriany. . THi~J 

· }~ 1 ' -~~ J 

1 

1 ~rprise. Even as late as 19701
,
1 ~h He acco'trl~ilslteW1ly frost. 

95 per cent of the nitrogen, 85 per seedings ()r 'with. interseeding in 
_ _jl cent of the phosphurous, and 90 the grass stand. 

per cent of the potassium was Pastures add to a profitable 
applied to cropland. Cropland at enterprise by equalizing labor 
that time made up only y6 of the needs over longer periods of 
total agricultural land. This time. Limiting the enterprise to 
meant~ of the land was getting cropland causes peaks and 
90 per cent of the nutrients being slumps in the labor required. 
applied. This doesn't leave much There is some labor needed 
for· the pasture land. through . the year but peak times 

If even a third of the nutrients are iJl late winter and early 
applied to agricultural land were spring and in the early fall. These · 
applied to the pasture land, cow times ~re u~ually ·not busy 
spot disease wouldn't be cropland times. The enterprise 
noticable. will realize an increased income 

Fertilizers aren't the only an~- to labor potential on the farm. 
swer. Pastures don't talte care of As I look at Louisa county, we 
themselves. Management are cropping the li(e out of some 
practices ate needed to make land which sh'oold have remained 
pasture production a profitable in pasture. I hear the excuse that 
enterprise. The easiest it is not profitable to oasturP. 
management practice is pasture the land. I would like to challen8e 
rotation. 'This can increase anyone to put J:talf the cost of a 
production by as much as 50 per com crop· in~ · pasture land ·· 
cent, and it gives plants a chance production. . . . 
to rest and recover from grazing. With equal managment to both 

Most pastures are cool season systems, economic return from 
grasses and summer production the pasture land on the more 
is limited. Warm season grasses sloping land will be equal to or 
can fill the void and give the greater than retu.rns from 
needed production during hot cropland. There is also the side 
summer months. .benefit that . soil1 erosion is 

There are special problems, · controlled . under JNell-managed 
~-



No Till Planter Use Planned 
The Louisa Soil Conservation 

District will sponsor a no-till 
planter for use by interested 
farmers this spring. The planter 
which is furnished by Ortho 
Chemical Company will be 
available for any farmer who 
wishes to try a demonstration on 
his farm. 

According to James Ranum, 

Louisa Coun.ty's District Con- chance for Louisa county 
servationist the planter will be . residents to visit with farmers 
available for farmers use for one from Des Moines county who 
day. Details of how to use the tried no-till last year and want to 
planter will be discussed on Jan. try again this year. 
23 at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Mediapolis at 1:30 p.m. 
This will be a joint meeting for 

farmers from Louisa and Des 
Moines counties. It offers a 

Ranum also says that ASCS is 
assisting with the demon­
strations by cost sharing ten 
dollars ($10) per acre for up to 
ten (10) acres. 

Any person interested in a 
demonstration plot but unable to 
attend the meeting may contact 
Ranum at the Soil Conservation 
office in Wapello- phone 523-6411 
- for information. 
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Pasture Improvement 

Meeting Set-

A Pasture Improvement 
meeting is being, held 
Monday night, April 2, 7:30 

· p.m. at the Student Center 
in Columbus Junction High 
School. · The meeting will 
feature Dr. Harvey 
Thompson, Extension 
Agronomist with Iowa State 
University. He will be 
discuSsing new grass and 
grass legume mixtures 
adapted for pastures. A full 
season grazing slide ·show 

will be presented by ·the Soil 
Conservation Service. 

Ron George, Biologist 
with the Iowa Conservation 
Commission, will discuss 
his experience with warm 
season grasses. 

Willard McCracken will 
be on hand to answer 
questions on interseeding 
legumes. Mr. McCracken 
has a Zip-interseeder which 
will be available to use for 
demonstration plots. 



Public Forum Discusses Water 

Resources ·In Muscatine Island 
A public forum on wat er 

resources was held at the 
Louisa County . Courthouse in 

. Wapello on December 2 · to 
discuss water in the Muscatine 
Island and Port Louisa area. 

At the meeting, Wayne 
Gieselman, chief engineer of 

Gieselman said that no one 
has a higher right to water, 
although, i~ is inferred that 
domestic. uses are first on the 
priority list · since they are 
allowed -to use up to 500,000 
gallons without a permit. 

the Iowa National Resources _ Representative Vic Stueland 
Council spoke on the quality and and Senator Forrest Sch­
quantity of water available in wengels discussed legislation 
the area. on water ·and pointed_out that a 

He pointed out that the water big problem that would have to 
supply was unique, due to the · be dealt with were landfills, 
fact that it was on a lower plane · which Gieselman said should be 
than the river, . and recharged stopped. 
very quickly. · 

He addressed the different 
. uses of the water from the city 
of Muscatine to farm irrigation, 
and _ laws governing water 
ownership and use. He noted 
that a 1957 law states that watel" 
is owned by the public, and that 
the beneficial use laws ·states 
that water sh~ll b~ used for the , 
most beneficial use. , · 

Leland Roudybush, 
l epresenting the Port Louisa 
Water Use Resource Com­
mittee, voiced concern with the 
affects of increased industrial, 
agricultural , municipal, and 
domestic use of water found in 
the · Muscatine Island Aquifer 
would have on the quantity and 
quality Of the water. · 



Public Hearing Set 
The Temporary Land 

Preservation Policy CommisSion 
will conduct a public hearing, 
Jan. 30 in the county courthouse, 
in Wapello according to Bob 
Barnes, chairman of' the com­
mission. The hearing will start at 
7:30p.m. 

Barnes said the commission 
was organized in compliance 
with .Houe file 210 last August. 
The act stated the membership 
for the commission was to be 
. composed of three individuals 
from the following local 
government bodies--county 
supervisors, soil conservation 
district commissioners and 
mayors or town council mem­
bers. 

Other members of the com­
mission are R.E. Poffenbarger, . 

Oakville; Bill :Beara, Grand­
view; Leonard Elliott, Wapello; 
Jr. Coon, Morning Sun; Dale 
Schlutz, Grandview; Leonard 
Chatfield, Columbus Jet.; Olin 
Jennings, Columbus Jet.; Kester 
Gladfelder, Wapello and'Gaylord 
Elliott Wapello. 

The goals of the commission 
are to provide for the orderly use 
and . development of land and 
related natural resources in the 
county and to preserve private 
property rights and prime 
agricultural land for agricultursl 
production. The commission's 
policy is al~o planned to guide the 
develop·ment of critica areas, 
key facilities, large scale 
development, future housing, 
commercial, industrial and 
recreational needs. 



Regional Agen~ies 
Join Work Forces. 

Doors were opened to a future formation the districts can give 
of progress and cooperation us." 
recently as the soil conservation "This type of agreell\ent is the 
districts of southeast Iowa first of its kind in Iowa," 
JOined in a working agreement Hawkins claimed. ''Soil districts 
with the Southeast Iowa Area are more aware of regional land 
XVI Regional Planning Com- use problems than they have 
missioo'. ever been before, and we look on 

Commission chairman Jack this Memorandum of Un­
Waldhoff of Burlington signed derstanding as unlocking many 
the document for the planning opportunities to use our ex­
commission. James Hawkins of pertise." 
Argyle penned his signature on Hawkins also pointed out that 
behalf of the soil districts of Lee, leadership in the regional 
Louisa, Henry and Des Moines planning field has led the county 
Counties. Hawkins is also a planning commissions to enter 
member of the regional planning into similar agreements with 
commission. local districts. 

·"We are looking forward .to the "We are , already receiving 
use of the volumes of soil in- requests from cities and towns 
formation the districts have for soil and .land use planning 
gathered over the year," assistance," Hawkins went on. 
Waldhoff stated. "Too often this "Our four counties have joined 
basic data has been left out of in a mutual agreement, so that 
the planning process and it is our we are no longer standing alone 
intention to use all the soil in- in the battle for wise land use." 



Save energy with 
conservation tillage 

"I hear a lot about saving energy 
. with conservation tillage systems," 
says a southeast Iowa farmer. "But 
they usually mean saving fuel. I 
think it's just as important to save 
my own energy." 

He has a lot of company. Conser­
vation tillage means less tillage. 
Fewer trips across a field save the 
farmer's time and energy as well as 
fuel. 

The planting system offering the 
· most savings in fuel is no-till. Plan-· 
ting is done directly in the last 
year's crop residue or in sod with no 
other field preparation with this 
system. Planting is done in one trip 
across a field; and according to 
University of Nebraska studies, it 
takes about a half gallon of diesel 
fuel an acre. That contrasts to fo"~Jr 
trips across a field (plowing, discing, 
harrowing and planting) at four and 
a half gallons of diesel fuel an acre, 
with conventional tillage systems. 

"The conservation tillage system 
saves fuel in the spring, when the 
crunch is most likely to come in 
energy shortages," says James 
Ran1:1m, district conservationist for 
the lj._S. Soil Conservation Service. 

lconceded that no-till systems 
lt widespread in the county, 

that reduced trips across 
1y kind save energy. 



SCS Advises · Leavirig 
, Crop. Residues Near Surface .. 

The increase in conservati~ tillage acreage 
(leaving crop residues on the soil s~ace during 
planting) in Iowa bas been astounding, ac­
cQrding to information received from the 'Soil 
Conservation Service. 

Figures Indicate the practice has grown from 
very few acres tn 1967 to more than nine million 
acres 10 years later. '· 

"But there's a problem with those figures," 
SCS Agronomist Ernie Hintz said. "That is, on 
about a third of those acres, less than 1,000 
pounds of crop residue was left on the surface at 
planting time. Reduced tillage, to be sure, but 
not leaving enough residue on the soil to do an 
effective erosion control job." 

It takes 3,500 pOunds of residue .per acre to 
generally; cut water . erosion in half. One trip 
across a corn field with a disc buries half tbe 
residue, by nile of thumb. SO if a farmer were to 

start with 7 -. 8,000 pounds per ac~e, which is ' 
normal, with one discing he can be down to 3,500 
pounds an acre of protection on the survace. 

H you feel there is a real need to disc, bq,t no 
deeper than three or four inches. This will leave 
the residue you covered near the surface. In 
recent research ·we have found this residue also 
benefits water erosi~n control. 

We have the machines to leave .protective 
residues on the soil surface. The problem no 
longer seems to be to get farmers to use tbem; 
it's a problem of keeping them .from over-uslq 
them. · 

We agree with conservatloa omciala who urae 
use of no-till or till planters. and Umited uae ~ 
chisel plows, dilcs and rotary equipment Our 
soil is important, and this system is an important 
way to save it. 



Soil and water speech contest set 
The Louisa County Soil Con­

servation District is sponsoring 
a speech contest October 23rd, at 
7:30p.m. at the Wapello School. 
Topic for this year's contest is 
"Soil and Water - Key to Our 
Future". 

The contest is open to students 
in Louisa County in grades seven 
through ~2. Prizes are: ~st $• .'25, 

2nd $15 and 3rd $20 with all 
others receiving $1 . Winner of 
the lo~al contest will advance to 
the Regional contest. 

Contact the ·Soil Conservation· 
office in Wapello for more in­
formation and for entering. 
Phone 533-6411 or write 222 North 
2nd Street, Wapello, Iowa · · 



Soil and water conservation 

Week is September 17-23 

Soil cons8rva tion recognizes 

three in Louisa County 
Three Louisa County 

fanners and landowners have 
been awarded soil 
conservation awards by the 
Louisa County Soil 
Conservation District. 

According to Jim Ranum, 
district soil conservationist, 
the awards include both a new 
cooperator and an established 
landlord-tenant. 

Named as a new cooperator 
with the program was Milton 
Q:ayes, who farms about 560 
acres south of Wapello. 

Hayes plants a corn-oats­
meadow-meadow rotation on 
his rolling cropland, which 
Ranum said is probably the 
best soil conservation 

technique which can be prac­
ticed. 

In addition, Hayes has 
constructed a pond on his 
land, is planning a second, has 
built grass waterways and is 
planning to install erosion 
control devices along the 
border of his cropland and 
meadow. 

The other award winners, 
from the landlord-tenant 
division, are Leo Rozum, 
owner; and Lewis Dallmeyer, 
Columbus J1Dlction. 

The 300-acre farm, which 
was signed to the program in 
1950, has several conservatim 
structures on it, including 
over 10,000 feet of terracing, 

more than 7,000 feet of 
diversions, three acres of 
grassed waterways, five acres 
of critical area planting, 20 
acres of contouring, two 

erosion control structures and 
one pmd. 

An additional 1,500 feet of 
terracing is planned for this 
year. 



·Soils District 
Widens Area 

1be Louisa County District 
Soils Commissioners have en­
tered into Memorandums ·of 
Understanding with the ex­
tension service, the Agricult al 
Stabilization and Conservation 
semee, tbe Forestry service, 
the FJP, Biology and Wildlife 
seryice and the Louisa County 
Program and Planning Com-
mission. · 

1bJ!Be agreements enable each 
of tbe local governmental bodies 
to can upon the son Con­
servaij~n Service for assistance 
and· the SCD can receive aid 
from them when requested. , 

This arrangement will enable 
· th_e SoJl·())nservation Servi~· to 

be of maximum benefit to all of 
the people of Louisa County, 
urban as well as rural. 

The District Commissioners 
have also entered into a 
M morandum of Understanding 
with the Four-county Solis 
Commissioners organization. 
1bese four counties are Louisa, 
Henry, Des Moines, and Lee 
county. This will help to coor­
dinate the programs in areal of . 
mutual effort in water-sheds and 
similar . practices that extend 
across county lines. 

The Louisa County Program 
and Planning Commisaion . il a 
part of the Area XVI O.P .P. and 
through them the Louisa County 
Soil Conlervation office is tied in 
with tb~~ Area office of Progam 
andPI~g . 
. Are.s . receiving Federal 

monies in the future must have 
an area plan for development . 

11 The Louisa County SCD will 
· ~ thel1!f0re have a ·part in the 

development of the Area XVI 
growth which will best se~ the 
needs of all the people in the four 
coWlty area. 

-Commissioners of Louisa 
County are : Virgil Corey, 
Morning Sun; Fay Crull, Letts; 
Leonard Chatfield, Col~bus 
Junction; Bill Newell, Wapello 
and Olin Jennings of Columbus 

nt. r.!""'~· . 



Soil Stewardship 
.Week Is May 7-14 _ 

Soil Stewardship ·week will be. 
observed May 7 to.14 throughout 
the State of Iowa by 
proclamation of Governor 
Robert Ray. Organizations and 
citizens of Iowa are urged to 
participat~ in soil and water 
conservation programs and ' 
activities which have been vital 
to the states and nations con­
tinued success and progress.' 

The Soil Conservation Office in 
Wapello has distributed bulletins 
to county churches for use 
during the observance and 
mater .i:al has been made 
available to ministers for use in 
their sermons. 



--~~ urvey Being P~epared 
~ survey seeking farmers.' 

advice on son· conservation and 
water quality is being prepared 
for 7Q randomly chosen farmers 
in Louisa county, Harlan 
Wiederrecht, chairman of the 
Louisa County: Resource 
Coordinating'~ COJ1lmittee an­
·nounced last'week. · .. · 
' . The sur\rey will aid the county 
committee in i~dviSing the Iowa 
Department of:So~ Co~ervatioil 
on plans that are · intended tO' · , 
improve the water_quality of the . 

nation's rivers. rms plan was 
·mandated by amendments to the 
. 1972 Federal Water· Pollution 
Control Act. 

In Iowa and Louisa county, 
this . means that non-point · .. 
pollution, such as soil erosion · 
and agric.ult\U'~l 111noff; as ·\}'ell . 
~ . point~ po_llutio~, such a~ in: , 

· dustrial ~nd.,., muni~ipal waste 
dischar.g~~:. wm. fa~l 1:m~er .th~ 
l~w'.s c911trol. .. ,, -. . . 

Wiederrecht said . the .com- · 
nrlttee bO(,es · to aid ·in ~e . 
dev~lopment of a plan that will 

perform · this duty, while 
creating the least hardship on 
individuals . 

Although the committee is 
sending out 70 surveys to ran­
domly selected individuals, 
anyone may fill in the survey in 
this article and mail it to the 
LOuisa . County SCI;>, Wapello, 

. IOWll5~ .to expreSs their views 
· and· .opuiiol\s:· · · . · · · · · · 

. Results of both surveys will be 
repo~~d latff . · 

\ ~~ j: I " 'J ?r~ 

· l:.eon't to -page 6 · 



Some Call ·It 

Trashy 
Some of the new plows run 

along a few inches beneath 
the surface of . the ground. 
Others have the effect of 
slicing through. And there 
are all manner of variations 
in between. Farmers 
already are beginning to 
adopt the new system. In 
some localities, where only 
a few years ago. 95 percent 
of the farmers burned off 
their wheat stubble every 
year so as to make it easier 
to plow for the following 
year's crop, nearly all the 
growers are now using 
plows . that leave a con­
siderable part of the stubble 
on the surface. They have 
stopped burning and are 
:finding that the wheat­
stubble litter, or straw 

I scattered over the field, h~s 
, a powerful effect, not onty m 

~ iiJereasing yields but in 

Fallovv 
preventing soil frma 
washing and blowing. This 
new system is sometimes 
referred to as '.'subsurface 
tillage." Some . call it 
"trashy fallow, " and 
many of us are hoping that 
it will eventually be refered 
to as the "stubble-mulch" 
method. The new method 
will not be a cure-all, of 
course, but it is proving to 
be a most efficient tool in an 
ever increasing number of 
farming areas: 

By personal observation, 
by the results of scientific 
study and by the practical 
experience of farmersj I 
believe it is becoming in­
creasingly evident that tbe 
passing of the turning plow 
from general use in field 
cultivation would be a·boon. 
Some . day it may be 
regarded as a notable event 
in history. 



~ onservation M eel 
BHI Greene

7 
Vocational ' 

Agricultural instructor at the 
Columbus Community· school, 
attended the Fall Teachers' 
Conservation Workshop at the 4-
H camp at Luther on Oct. 1 and 
2. 

Topic for this year was 
" Cooperating with ·. Nature. " 
Included in the two-day 
workshop as methods of 
teaching conservation through 
field trips, indoor exhibits and 
demonstrations and visual 
aides. Field trips were taken to 
Boone county farms to study 
methods of teaching basic 
principles of soil and water 
conservation on farms. 

Awards for outstanding 
conservation educational efforts 
were presented at a dinner 
Friday evening. 

The workshop was sp~msored 
by the Iowa Conservation 
Education Council Department 
of Public Instruction , Iowa 
Department of Soil Conservation 1 

and the State _Qo~ervation · 
Commission. 



Teacher·s Test Outdoor 

Classroom Concept · 

Teachers from area schools 
experimented with outdoor 
classroom teaching at a one-d~y 
seminar near Columbus· and 
Conesville recently. Instructor 
was Sylvan Runkel <left) , 
retired biologist for the SCS. 

The Louisa County ~il Con­
servation District and the Louisa 
County Conservatipn Education 
Council sponsored a one day 
seminar on outdoor classrooms, 
Thursday, Sept. 27. Sylvan 
Runkel, retired biologist for the 
Soil Conservation Service, was 
the featured instructor. 

The morning session was held 
in a twelve acre wooded area the 

Columbus Junction School" is "' showing how the plants and 
developing into an outdoor animals of these different 
classroom. Here they covered communities work together to 
many of the woodland plants balance nature and how man can 
that make up a woodland upset this balance by the things 
community. In the afternoon the he often does . . 
group went to a native prairie There were teachers attending 
area near Conesville to .study the from the L & M Schools, Morning 
plants that ·make up a prairie _ Sun Schools, Columbus Junction 
community. The session con- Schools and the Mediapolis 
eluded with a series of · slid~s Schools. 

--~------~-----~-~--,--7 



Tillage 
Conference 
Announced 
"Managing Tillage for Con­

servation" will be the theme Of a 
·conservation tillage conference 
to be held Jan. 'l7, 1978 from 8:00 
1\.M. to 3 P.M. at the Ottumwa 
~oliseum. 

The purpose of the conference 
.viii be to acquaint farmers with 
ways to more successfully use 
conservation tillage methods. It 
will feature talks by Iowa State 
Uruversity and Soil Conservation 
Service specialists, a champion \ 
corn grower and conservation 
farmer, and a discussion of 
tillage systems by a panel of 
farmers. Additionally, there will 
be displays of equipment and I 
pesticides u~ed in conservation 
tillage systems. 1 



To hold Teach~rs; 
Conservation G"m- · · 
at Burlington -

The Teachers' Conservation 
Camp will be offered regionally, 
for the first time, in Burlington 
from July 9-27. The 24 year old 
camp ' has always been held at 
Springbrook State Park in the 
past. 

This change brings a great 
opportunity for both elementary 
and secondary teachers in this 
area to gain 3 hours of college 
credit while learning to use the 
outdoors as a classroom. 

This concept of relating the 
environment to the students in an 
outdoor classroom is rapidly 
becoming the accepted way of 
teaching. 

The program is j o i n t 1 y 
sponsored by the University of 
Northern Iowa, Iowa Department 
of Public Instruction, I o w a 
Conservation Commission, Iowa 
Department of Soil Conservation; 
Soil Conservation D i s t r i c t 
Commissioners -of each county 
and other a g e n c i e s and 
organizations int erested in 
conservation. 

Application should be made as 
soon as possible ~o Bernard L. 
Clausen, Director, Iowa Teachers 
Conservation Camp, University of 
Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa 
50613. 

Information o n scholarships 
and the cost can be obtained at 
the . LOuisa C o u n t y - Soil 
Conservation District office in 
Wapello. 



Top concems 
are soil erosion 
and food production 

WAPELLO - Soil erosion 
and food and fiber production 
top the list of concerns Louisa 
County residents feel _ are 
important to them, according 
to the results of a questionaire 
which the Louisa County Soil 
Conservation District sent to 
people. 

The questionaire was 
developed as part of the 
Resources Conservation ~ct 
of 1977, which directs the 
USDA Soii Conservation Ser­
vice (SCS) to analyze soil and 
water resources in detail 
every five years. 

The act also requires the 100 
soil conservation districts in 
Iowa and the Iowa 
Department of Soil Conser­
vaation to develop a com­
prehensive five-year conser­
vation program. 

An important part of the 
appraisal is to determine 
whether current programs 
are effective in protecting 
natural resources, according 
to the SCS. This means public 
inputinto the appraisal, which 
led to the questionaire. 

Jim Ranwn, district soil 
conservationist, said the con­
cern indicated by Louisa 
Coonty residents for soil ero­
sion should fit in well with the 
district's primary objective to 
control silt. 

According to Ranwn, soil 
erosion on cropland, along 
with its effects on crops, sedi­
ment control and costs will 
mean the district will 
continue to try and get 
farmers interestekl in nr::tt:>-

''It's getting to the point 
where people are going to· 
have to be taking a serious 
look .at conservation," Ranum 
said . 

Hopefully , he added, the 
questionaire will help boost 
the conservation program not 
only in the county, but 
throughout the state and the 
nation. 

' 'It could have a pretty 
serious influence on conser­
vation," Ranum said, 
explaining the Forest Service 
had been able to increase its 
influence in areas because of 
a program similar to the 
appraisal the SCS is under­
taking. 

"We're hoping that is 
what's going to happen with 
·this," he said. 

The information obtained 
from the questionaire, Ranwn 
went on to explain, will 
become part of the data used 
to formulate a state-wide 
conservation program and 
eventually a national policy. 

Finally, once a national -and 
a state plan is created, the 
local district offices will use it 
as guidelines in drawing up 

· specific policies for their 
areas. 

In addition to the major con­
cerns residents were asked to 
list, minor concerns were also 
requested. According to 
Ranum, · Louisa county 
respondents indica ted air 
quality, water management 
(irrigation) and mining as 
com:Ut.ions least concerning 
tJu. 
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Water 

Quality 

Meeting 

Scheduled 
: A meeting to update the 
t 208 Water Quality program 
: and the Conservancy 
: District programs will be 
: held June'&, 1979, 7:30p.m. 
~ at the ISU building in 

Wapello. 
Ken Breune, Field 

Representative with the 
Iowa Department of Soil 
Conservation, will explain 
the status of the Conservacy 
Districts an the functions of 
the local County Resource 
Co-ordinating Committee. 

The public · is invited to • : attend. 



Wet Spring Could 
Be Ahead 

If the high soil · moisture "This. spring may be like 1974 
predictioDS hold true this spring, · and 1975 when it wasn't easy to 
wet fields could. put many area get in and out of the field,'' says 
farmers behind schedule at Jim Ranum, district con-

. planting time. servationist for the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service. "Those 
wet ~prings prompted a number 
of farmers to skip moldboard 
plowing of their fields - they just 
disced, or chisel plowed, and 
then planted. And I think they 
found they really didn't need· to 
do all that work they had in the 
past." 

Reduced tillage will be im­
portant again this year. 

"With conservation tillage, you 
can be in the field planting when 
your neighbor is plowing, 
discing, or harrowing,'' he says. 
The condition your soil is in, the 
amount of crop residue you have 
to work with, and the type of 
planter you have are important 
points to consider. . 

Over-working . the ground 
before planting ... riot only causes 
later planting-'':. it also covers 
crop residues. Those residues 
are valuable in preventing soil 
erosion by wind and water. In 
soybean land in particular, 
residues are easily buried. "This 
land i~ ideal for no-till or till plant 

_ s~te,w.· . " ... ., 
The Soil Consemtiolusis' say 

that if fertilizer .and herbicide 
incorporation are needed, they 
recommend shallow chiseling or 
discing. This leaves residue on 
the soil surface and in the top two 
to three inches· of soil for erosion 
protection. · 



Wildlife ~eview 
Art Roseland ) Wi_ldlife Biologi&t 

D i s c us s 1 on s a 1u u u u ~ 
professional wildlifers often 
center on new farming meth~ 
with could be economically 
attractiv·e to farmers and 
improve wildlife habitat. 
Currently, no-till, minimum 
tillage ·and warm-season grass 
pastures offer the most practical 
potential. Warm season grasses 
in pasture programs may be of 
special value because their use 
can greatly increase production 
of wildlife. 

Native, warm-season grasses 
like switchgrass, bluestems and 
Indian grass are now being used 
in pasture improvement 
programs, especially in south­
central Iowa. Cattlemen like the 
system because it assures them · 
of good quality forage during the 
hot, dry summer months when 
typical pasture varieties 
produce poorly. 

Wildlife buffs also like the 
native grass rotation because it 
provides much improved nesting 
conditions for a variety of 
species including ph.easants, 
quail and songbirds. It has been 
estimated that if one-fourth of 
the permanent pasture in Iowa 
were converted to switchgrass. 

more than a million and a 
quarter acres of potential upland 
wildlife nesting cover would 
result. 

. Typical management calls for 
seeding from 10 - 40 per cent of 
pasture lands to switchgrass or 
other ·natives. They are grazed 
during mid-summer period, 
when cool season grasses and 
legumes are dormant. Field 
tests conducted by ISU 
agronomist show crude protein 
and digestibility values only 
slightly lower than those of 
brome grass, with each har­
vested at comparable state of 
m,:~turity. Annual dry-matter 
yield of switchgrass usually 
exceeds that of brome even if the 
switchgrass is fertilized a lower 
nitrogen raies.Switchgrass was 
also found to produce well 
during dry years. It is also 
adapted to a wide variety of soil 
types, will tolerate flooding,and 
does remarkably well on poor 
soils. 

Warm season grasses· offer 
good potential for both improved 

· pasture management and 
wildlife management. For 
further information stop by the 
Soil Conservation District Office 
or the Conservabon Comm1ss1on 
office in Wapello. 



Womtln begins SCS job here 
By BOB SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor' 

Soil samples and fairway divots -
Debra Brus digs them both. 

She is the first soil conservationist in 
Iowa bucking for a d"ist~ict 
conservationist position with the Soil 
Conservation service. Two or 
three others are a year or two behind 
her. 

Brus, pronounced as in Bruce, is a 
trainee in the Des Moines county SCS 
office. She succeeds Lowrance (Larry) 
Hunt, 27, who has been in the office 
here for 11 months and who will take 
the soil col)servationist post at the 
Louisa county SCS office in Wap~llo 
Aug. 3. Hunt will succeed Harry-' 
Bryant, who· will become district 
conservationist of Iowa county in 
Williamsburg on July 21. 

Bryant, another "graduate" of the 
Burlington office, was conservation 
·technician here for five years and was 
named soil conservationist at Wapello 

Larry Hunt Debra Brus 

iri 1971. Later, he was named district 
conservationist there. 

Hunt, who came here last August 
from Farmington, is a 1974 graduate of 
the University of Missouri , Columbia, 
where he majored in fishing and 
wildlife conservation. He and his wife, 
Judy, have a five-year-old son,· Lance . 
The famil y will move from 
Middletown to Wapello when he can 
arrange housing . 

The new appointee here is a May 
graduate of Iowa State university, 

where she was awarded a BS de~ee in 
agronomy. "It seems like I've always 
wanted to be in agronomy, at least 
since we moved to a farm when I was 
15," she said. 

She's a native of Blue Grass, a Scott 
county community west of Davenport 
on US 61 . Her parents, Ted and Bev 
Brus, live on their 20-acre farm just 
outside of Blue Grass. They have an 
older daughter, Dianne. 

Debra was a · student trainee in 
Clinton county last summer, working 
with a soil survey crew out ofDeWitt. 
"It was hard work, especially slogging 
around mucky soil to take samples," 
she said. 

Brus started in horticulture, 
because "there weren·'t that many 
women in agronomy," but then she 
decided to "jump in with both feet" 
and switched back to her first interest. 

At Iowa State, she sang in the a 
capella choir, was active in Spanish 
club, but her main extra-curricular 
interest was golf. She played No. 3 
position on th~ women's team. She 
also played on the golf team while·. 

attending Davenport West higli 
school. 

When she was accepted by the SCS, 
she was scheduled for the Mason City 
office, then Sioux City and finally 
officialdom decreed Burlington for her 
first post. She lives in an old, brick 
apartment house at Fifth and Walnut. 

"They said that (district 
conservationist) Ralph Dewey's a good 

· trainer," Brus reported. "There's lots 
going on here, including the Resource 
Conservation and Development 
project and the Standard Soil Survey, 
and the land is varied. It's a beautiful 
part of the state." 

Dewey will be acting district 
conservationist for Louisa county 
while Hunt is acting soil 
conservationist in the Wapello office. 

She likes this part of the Mississippi 
Valley and hopes that when she gets 
an office of her own, it's in eastern 
Iowa. 

Will this deeply tanned blonde be ' 
the first female district conservationist 
in the state? Don't bet against it. 
Fore! May I play through? 
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