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·The World's First Soil~., 
Will Be Issued At 
Annual Meeting In 
Rapid City, S. D.. 

Cooperators of the Bardin 
Soil q nservation Dis•tr ict ar~ 
among those honored by th e is­
suance of the world's first soil 
conservation stamp, according to 
Dean Kelsey, chairman of the 
Hardin soil conservation district. 

The stamp, to be issued Aug-
ust 26 at Rapid City, S. Dak. , is 
"a tribute to the n ation' s con­
servation farmers · and coopera­
tors of the local district, ·• w h ich 
has been opera ting sin ce 1945. 

The 4-cent conser va tion stamp 
will be formally r eleased at the 
annual meeting of th e Soil Con­
~ervation Society of America at 
Rapid City, Au g. 26. It w ill go 
on sale the following day at post 
offices throughout the country . 

I Th e st amp, whic}J was devel-
1 oped in cooperation with the U. 

S. Department of Agriculture, 
portrays a modern farmland sEt­
ting signifyi:Q.g that conservation 
farming brings beauty as well as 
bounty to rural living. Soil con­
servation practices portrayed in­
clude con tour stripcropping, · t er­
racing, pastur e improvement, 
tree pla,nting, and a farm pond . 
In · addition, the silhouet te of a 
ci.ty in the background symb ol­
izes that u rban as w ell as rural 
people are highly dependen t 
upon the care and wise use of 
land as a pr in cipal source of 
food, water, shelter and cloth­
ing. The stam p will be printed 
in threE' color s, yellow, green 
and blue. · 

A total o 
has been 
Walter Horter¥ · of 
native of Vienn a. 

"The conservation stamp is in , 

* * 

r ecognition ·of the farmers who 
are demonstrating good soil 
stewardship," Kelsey said. "It is 
a salute to their soil conserva­
t ion dist r ict, and to the profes­
sional workers of State and F ed­
eral governmEnt who help 
them." 

First-day " cQvers' containing 
the st amp are available through 
~he Postmaster at Rapid City. 
Upon request and receipt of ad­
dressed en velopes and a remit­
tance to cover the . ~t of the 
stamps, the post oE ' 'at Rapid 
City will place the · s~pmp on 
the envelopes, can· . . ~ with 
a special cancellation' ... mark used 
only on that day and at that 
place, and mail the envelopes ori 
the first day of issue. 


