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With  Escalate  SDS,  we  add  lLevo.
fungicide  to  the  standard  Escalate-
mix  to  provide  an  additional  layer
of  protection  against  sudden  death

syndrome (SDS) on soybeans.
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From Left: Josh Balk, proi.ect coordinator; Shaffer Ridgeway, Natural Resources Conservation Service District Con-
servationist; PauLa Even and Lee Bader, Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners; Shame Wutf, project
coordinator; LesLie Grundy, conservation assistant; and jeri Thornsberry and Sherman Lundy, Soil and Water Conser-
vation District Assistant Commissioners.

BLack Hawk county swcD
recognized for exeltipLary efforts
towardwaterQuaLitylnitiative

BY CLARE LINDAHL, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTORCONS[RVATloN
DISTRICTS OF lowA
SUBMITTED BY BLACK HAWK

The  Black  Hawk  County  Soil
and  Water  Conservation  District
(SWCD)    received    recognition
for their leadership  in the Water
Quality Initiative (WQI) program
efforts on Aug. 30 at the 70th An-
nual  Iowa  Soil  and  Water  Con-
servation   District   Commission-
ers Annual Conference at Prairie
Meadows  Conference  Center  in
Altoona.

The   past   three   years,   Black
Hawk  County  has  been  leading
the   Miller  Creek  Water  Quali-
ty   Improvement  Project,   which
is   one   of   16   watershed   based
demonstration projects out of the
45  total  projects  currently  fund-
ed through the WQI.  The Miller
Creek project has brought togeth-
er an active and diverse group of
partners   to   implement  multiple
demonstration efforts through the
project.  This project was  able to
leverage their early success, along
with Benton SWCD,° to begin the

Middle  Cedar  Partnership  Proj-
ect  Funded  by  NRCS  Regional
Conservation Partnership  Project
(RCPP),  and  more  recently,  the
Midwest Ag Water Quality Part-
nership  RCPP.  The  Black  Hawk
SWCD  along  with  key  partner
organizations  have  continued  to
advance  the   implementation  of
cover crops, saturated buffers and
bioreactors,  as well  as other key
nutrient  reduction  focused  prac-
tices as part of improving the wa-
ter quality  and soil health in the
Middle Cedar River basin.


