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For 18 Years '~1~.~? , 
In Soil Work ~ 1 

I 

Dale BJ,ackwcll, a commissioner 
of the otl conservation district 
here since its formation 18 years 
ago, receivect two citations We.d- I 
nesday evening at the annual d1s- 1 
trict banquet. 

Retiring aft•r J:!il three 
terms in 111• office, Black­
well wUl he IUCCe~ed by 
Sam Botfl, .-!r .. »ee.,foualy an 
assistant com~issicmer. who 
was elec:ied in the Wednesday 
balloting. 

On hand for the banquet was 
Richard Prestemon of Des Momes, 
assistant director of the state Soil 
Conservation Committ ee, who 
presented Black.,well with a 
framed citatio)l, ft'fYTl tnat group. 

Later, Blackwell received an­
othC'r award-this dn11 an en­
gra\'ed plaque-from the Iowa 
chapter of the Soil Conser\'atwn 
Districts of America. 

Blackwell, who has been trea­
surer for the district during all 18 
years of service, will retain that 
post after he retires as a commis­
swner. 

AbQuf 185 penom attended 
the banquet at the Bloomfield 
Methodis t church. Clay Bar­
nett. chairman of the district 
commissionen, wu emcee for 
the program. 

1 

Awards In the soil conservation I 
achievement contest were dis- ' 

·tributed at the close of the meet­
ing. They went to: 

Iles Heady of J;)nb county, who 
received a county award, a re­
gional award, and tbe r egional 
sweepstakes award. 

Stanley Baughmllll. t.Danl. and 
Mrs. J. A. Baughman, landlord, 
who received county and regional 
awards. 

Dare Stanley of Sigourney, the 
third regional winner, who was I 
presented with that award. 

MaW)ng the county awards on 1 

behalf o( the Bloomfield News-
papers was Bob Norberg. I 

• 
Ron Hurley, farm writer 

for .the Register a~ Tribune. 
presel)led the regional awards. 

RecefVing district awards for 
outs~nding work in soil conser\'a­
tion \~ere Robert Boatman, Phillip 
Melvin, Don Walle}' and Charles 
Harsch. Harsch was unable to be 
at the banquet. 

Among the out-of-town guests 
on hand for the event were Rich-

1 
ard Wilcox o! Des Moines, assist-~ 
ant state conservationfst with the 
SCS; Lyall Mitchell of Fairfield,, 
SCS area conservaUoni~t; R. B. 
Howarth of K eosauqua, SCS en-) 
gineering aid; and Raymond K lein I 
of Sigourney, chainnan of the 
Keokuk county soil d istr)ct, who · 
accompanied Mr. Stanley and his j 
wife for the awards program. • • • I 

Addressing the soli banquet 
audience was Dr. George Brown- I 
ing of Iowa State University, 
Ames, who said much has been ac- 1 
complished in soil and water con­
servation, but much remains to be 1 
done. 

He said that although some 
critics .-ay that conservation has 
led to the surplus dilemma now 
plaguing American agriculture, 
the time approaches whea- tall the 
ingenuity possible will be applied 
to the production or food to feed 
the cver~arowing population. 


