TR

s oy

fort

194 1

CLASS HISTORY

During the last three years the seniers ef 1949 have tried te keep the cat in the
Pag, but have found that it was quite impessible., Se new the cat reveals a few of the
exciting adventurieus, daring epis-des ef their days in nurses training.

On September 15, 1946 a warm sunny autumn day fifteen yeung wemen arrived im
Des Meines, the first class te start training in the new nurses hemes They were Kath-
leen Baldus, Stery City, whe had previeusly been werking as a beekkeeper in u Ment- -
gomery Stere in Ames, Hilda Besch, West Bend, whe had just graduated frem West Bend
Higk Scheel; Margies Cherry,adel, whe had been loafing and enjeying her leisure heurs
in Califernia; Doleres Gallager, whe had experience in the Mercy Hespital in Cedar
Rapids; Velma Gibbens, Murray, whe was a country schoel teacher; Deleres Harrigan,
Fert Dodge, whe spent her vacatien enjeying ceuntry living en her father's farm;
Trudy Herbers, Halbur, whe had experience as a clerk, beekkeeper and small tewn news
reperter; Norma Jehns, Des Meines, whe married six menths after entering training;
Patsy Kahe, Joffersen, whe in ene naght decided the nursing carreer net for her;
Mary Kersey, Des Meines,whe married a farmer in her senier year; Madalaine Magin,
Des Moines, whe was an employee in the x-ray department; Geraldine Fayer, Pecehentas,
whe was a waitress in the well knewn Pecehentas Cafe; Verlaine Pearsen, Beene, whe
after twe years married Jehnny; Agnes Pewers, Fert Dedge, whe quit ef peer health;
Shirley Yeungreen, Califernia, whe married Mac the x-ray technician.

Their classes theytheught were teo heavy; their teachers very smart, but
expecting them te knew tee much in se short a ti,e and the superintendent ef nurses
tee strict with house regulatiens and ner leniant enocugh with late leaves, but they

struggled through the years and they will semeday appreciate the efferts ef their
superiors.

I can r;hcmber seeing them on their first assignments of fleer duty---that of
serving trays. What a terrible time they had balancing the trays en ene hand as they
were taught in the classroem. And then th#ir bewilderment as te which was bed ene, twe
or three in a ward roem. One little prebie missidentified an artificial flower te be
& petted plant and so watered it. Oh, what the poer~fleer supervisors had to put up
with! But as the days and weekds rolled on, they finally passed the pre-clinical ex-
aminatiens and oen February 2, 1947 the class was capped in the new nurses lounge. It
was an impertant day fer all of them, fer they knew from this day on the dectors, floer,
nurses and hespital persennal weuld demand mere ef them.

But a few days later you would never have recognized these girls as those digni-
fied young women whe had just received their caps. What happened? Let me tell you
I had a geod ring-side seat and saw it all. It was on a Sunday nidght Feb. 9, 1949.
Sister Mary Helen, director ofnnmeses, Sister Mary Sebastian, assistant director and
Mrs. Meggs their house mother had all left fer the evening. Trudy Herbers and Shirley
Yeungreen had gone out on dates. But the ethers up until 11;30 were not letting dust
settle under their feet either, let me tell you. First they started the game "Hide
and Go Seek™ useing the whole fourth floor and then later started to ,ove mattresses
inte roem 408. They all weeked fast enough to get the lights eoff and be still as a
meuse. lhen something happened that sounded like this;; Screech---- the door opens
slowly so as not te awaken anyene. Scmeene makes an effort te walk softly to turn en
@ table light but trips over Zemétkhin"and“hélirs-® meehsShellew "ouch™ and a lot of
snickering. \hat was it? She fell ever Baldus and landed en Gallager and Besch.




On March 11, 1947 the Senior B class started. Quite an active greup, a varieyy

. of personalities and tentiveness feor mischief. They weres Tersa Hunt, and Donita

3 Henrichkkg of Jefferson, who were clerks in a dress shop; Anna Marie Hamm, Des Moines,

; whe had been kecping heuse #6r her parents, Betty Henry, Des Moines, who had been a
lgboratery tvechnicien in Des lioines jencral Romona Cen-elly, Lindsey, Nebraska,

and vuanita chelker, vawsen, nurse aids, Shirley Velte, .ichmond, a typist in a callender
factery; Alyce Lindsay, (mahe, a cellegec student and mary Nicholette, a nave.

3o dokd

Out of nine only five are graduating. mary Nichellette made the remark "Why should
1l spena the Ddeot yeurs oi' my .ise herc” Alyce Lindsay iound the lit'e too dull but
discovered it could be mere duller still. anna Marie Hamm was asked to leave for va-
rieus reasons and Donita Henricks became Mrs. Fatland in her Junior year.

They alse thought the pre-clinical perios a pretty stiff course, but they teo
made the grade and received their caps en august 4, 1947.

Life ran quite smeothly for awhile until one night in April. About eleven-thirty
'semeonce spied a prowler in the home. The authorities were informed, the news spread
F - rapidly and by twleve every one was awake except Welt who sleeps through anything.
The whele building was wellplighted and detective men searching in every room hoping
te find the prewler. However, neone ever foune out how he entered, how he left, or whe
: he was. The Senior B class had an additienal preblem on their hands. "Big Hamm" and
; Little Lindsay" roemmates, had been out that night and by twelve were still feeling like
: celebratinge They tried their best to keep Hamm from reaming in the hall wearing her
flimsy black gown. Miss Henry kept Lindsay in bed by sitting on her.

~ Summer bxeught picnics and new remances. Yes, picnincs brought Dick and Baldus
tegether. Also Scotty and Harrigan. A4nd I don't think I(11 ever forget the roar ef the
motercycles when Beb, Paul and Conney came ever to take Cherry, Shelker and Connelly out.

At ene picnic the seniors hunted all even Unien Park in the dark trying te find a
fireplace fer reasting weiners. Unsuccessful in discovering any, they used a garbage
can an nearly had te pay for a new one when the custodians caught them in the act. But
since they were Mercy Students the matter was drepped.

By the end of the JUnier year the class was beginning the three months in surgery
and I think ther the majerity fermed their epiniens about the dectors. Even though %he-
surgery teek cencentratien and a great deal of work, it alse had it's moments of enlight-
ment. One het summer afterneem Dr. Griffin gave the surgical crew a watermelon. They
sent the watermelon seeds down te the lab. in a specimen basin with a specimen slip
filled ous---Name--Wm. Seed Time--235350 P.M. Specimed-- Ves#icle Calculi Dr.BpasGriffin
and labaled Stat.

After surgery fellewed the affilliatien with St. Bernard Mental Institution at
Council Bluffs. They found psychriatric nursing definitley &iffereds in comparison
with gemeral duty nursing. Ther were psychroneuretics of every type, sbhiapphrenias
and alcohelics. The 4libi and the "17 Club™ will always be asseciated with-their
stay in C, B, What a time Baldus had trying te keep frem Magin, her roemmate any
trailing evidence that she had a drink ef wine with a greup ef nusrsesat the Alibi,
She went heme to bed, burying her head under a pillew. Fer mest of the classes C.B.



seemed te bring about engagements and marriages. But not this class except for a local
casket maker and Betty Henry. &tngagements between Carlos and Payer and Bob and Cherry
were bDroken.

Harrigan on her last day became dreadfully ill and en her arrival back te Das
Moines by Rocket was hespitalized and went te surgery fer an appendectomy. The twe
geld-fish she got while a patient were named C. B. and B. C. C.B. for Council Bluffs
snd B.C. for Dr. B.C. Barnes who did the surger. Romona Connely was injured when the
herse she was riding became frightened and wedged itself between a pole and a truck.
Se she came back and spent a week in the hespital.

And now I'll creep back in my back with still many ef the secrcts ef the class
unrevealed.




