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CLASS HISTORY 

Durin~ the last three years the seniera ef 1949 haTe tried te keep tho cat in the 
aa~, but haTe found that it was quite impessible. Se new the cat roTew.ls a few ef the 
excitin~ adTenturieus, darin' epis·~es ef their days in nurses trainin~. 

On September 15, 1946 a warm sunny autumn day fifteen yeun~ wemen arriTed in 
Des Meines, the first class to start trainin~ in the new nurses hemes They were Kath­
leen Baldus, Stery City, whe had preTieus!y been werkin~ as a beekkeepe~ in w. Ment- · 
~emery Stere in Amos, Hilda Besch, West Bend, whe had just ~raduated frem West Bend 
Hi~ Scheel; Margiea Cherry,Adel, whe had been loafin~ and enjoyin~ her leisure hours 
in California; Doleres Galla~er, whe had oxporience in the .Mercy Hespital in Cedar ; 
Rapids; Velma Gibbons, .Murray, whe was a country schoel teacher; Deleres Harri~Ln, 
Fert Dod~e, whe spent her Tacatien enjeyin~ ceuntry liTin~ en her father's farm; 
Trudy Herbers, Halbur, whe had experience as a clerk, Deekkeeper and small town news 
reperter; Norma Johns, Des Meines, whe married six menths after enterin~ trainin~; 
Patsy Kahe, Jeffersen, whe in ene ni~t decided the nursin~ carroer net for her; 
Mary Kersey, Des Meines,whe married a farmer in her senier year; Madalaine Ma~in, 
Des Moines, whe was an employee in the x-ray department; Geraldine Payor, Pecehentas, 
whe was a waitress in tho well knewn Pecehe•tas Cafe; Verlaino Pearsen, Beene, whe 
after twe .years married Jehnny; A~nes Pewors, Fert Dod~e, whe quit ef. peer health; 
Shirley ,Yeungreen, Califernia, whe marri ed Mac tho x-ray technician. 

Their classes theytheu~t were teo heaTY; their teachers Tery smart, but 
expoctin~ them te knew toe much in se short a ti,e and the superintendent ef nurses 
tee strict with house re~ulatiens and nor leniant enough with late leaTes, but they 
stru,~led through the years and they will se~eday appreciate the efforts of thetr 
superiors. 

• I can romem~er seein~ them on their first assi~ents of fleer duty---that of 
serTin' trays. What a terrible time they had balancin~ the trays en one hand as they 
were tau~ht in tho classroem. And then tn•ir bewilderment as to which was bed one, twe 
er throe in a ward roem. One little prebie misside~tifiod an artificial flower te bo 
a petted plant and so watered it. Oh, what the poor' .floer superTise~rs had to put up 
with: But as the days and weekds rolled on, they finally passed the pro-clinical ex­
aminations and on February 2, 1947 the class was capped in the now nurses loun~e. It 
was an impertant day for all of them, fer they knew from this day on the doctors, floer, 
nurses and hespital persennal weuld demand mere of them. 

But a few days later you would neTer haTe recognized these ~irls as those digni ­
fied youn~ women who had just recei Ted their c~;~.ps. IVhat happened'/ Let me tell you 
I had a ~eod ring-side seat and saw it all. It was on a Sunday n~ght Feb. ~. 194~. 
Sister Mary Helen, director ofnnnsees, St ster Mary Sebastian, assistant direc~or and 
Mrs. Meg~s their house mother had all left for the oTenin~. Trudy Herbers and Shirley 
Yeungreen had gone out ,on d ates. But the others up until 11;30 were not lettin~ dust 
settle under their feet either, let me tell you. First they started the grune "Hide 
and Go Seek~ usc i ng the who l e fourth floor and then l ater started to ,ove mattres s es 
inte roem 408 . They all WGeked f ast enough to get t he lights off and be still a s a 
meuse. 'l'hen somethin~ happened that sounded like this;; Screech---- the door opens 
slawly so as not tc awakon anyGne. Someone ~cs an effort to walk s oftly t o t~n on 
a table light but tri ps oTer ~o~~~nin~iu&an~a~s ~~me~~~bh0llew "ouch" and a l ot of 
snickeri ng. What was it? She fell ever Baldus and landed on Gallager fl.llrl Be s ch. 
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On March 11: 1947 the Senior B class started. Quite an active ~roup, a varieyY 
ef personalities and tentiYeness for mischief. They weres Tersa Hunt, and Donita 
Henrick& af Jefferson, who were clerks in a dress shop; Anna Marie Hamm, Des Moines, 
whe hnd been keeping h0usc lir her p~rents, Betty Henry, Des Moines, who had been a 
laborate»ry 1;echnicion i n Des Eoine s 7ene:r:J.l Ron ona. Co::1 .. elly, Lindsey, l'iobraska, 
md uuani ta ..,hclker, ua.wson, nurso aids, Shirley ·:lol to, •• ichmond, a typ~st in a callender 
fact~ry; Alyco ~indsay, vmahe, ~ co1l~~e etudent and aary Nicholette, a nave. 

Out of nine only five aro graduating. aary Nichollette made the r~mark "'iihy should 
I apena 1;he ce.,t Y•~:~..i'• ..,f m;y ... i. .... h.z·c.." Alyce Lindsay ~ound the lit'~:~ too dull but 
discoYered it could be mGre duller still. Anna Marie Hamm was asked to leave for va­
rious reasons and Donita Henricks became Mrs. Fatland in her Junior year. 

they also thought the pre-clinical perios a pretty stiff course, but they too 
maQe the 'rade and received their caps on August 4, 1947. 

Life ran quite smeothly for awhile until one night in April. About eleven-thirty 
'someone spied a prowler in tho home. The authorities were informed, the news spread 
rapidly and by twleve every one was awake exc.pt Welt who sleeps through anything. 
The whole building was well~lighted and detective men soarchin~ in every room hopin~ 
te find the prowler. Howoyer, neone ever foune out how he entered, how he left, or who 
ho was. The Senior ~ class had an additienal problem on their hands. ~Big H~~ and 
Little LindsayM roemmates, had been out that night and by twelve were still feelin~ like 
celebratin,. They tried their best to keep H~ from roamin~ in the hall woarin~ her 
flimsy black &own. Miss Henry kept Lindsay in bed by sittin~ on her. 

Summer b•ou~t picnics and new remances. Yes, picnincs brought Dick and Baldus 
to~ether. Also Scotty and Harri~an. And I don't think I(ll eYer forget the roar of the 
motorcycles when Beb, Paul and Conney came over to take Cherry, Shelker and Connelly out. 

At one picnic tho seniors hunted all eYe~ Union Park in the dark tryin~ to find a 
fireplace fer roastin~ weinars. Unsuccessful 'in di scoverin~ any, they used a ~arba~e 
ca. an nearly had to pay for a now one when the custodians caught them in the act. But 
since they were Mercy Students the matter was dropped. 

By the end of the JUnior year tho clasa was beginnin~ the threo months in sur~ery 
ana I think thor the majerity formed their epinions about the doctors. ETen though~ 
surgery toek cencentration and a gr~at deal of work, it also had it's moments of onlight­
ment. One hot summer afternoelll Dr. Griffin ~ave the sur~ical crew a watermelon. They 
sent the watermelQB seeds down te tho lab. in a specimen ba~n with a specimen slip . 
filled ous---N~e--Wm. Seed Time--2s00 P.M. Specimen-- Ves~clc Calculi DrwD~~rGriff1n 
aud labaled Stat. 

After surgery fellewod the affilliation with St. Bernard Mental Institution at 
CoUQcil Bluffs. They found psychriatric nursin~ dwfinitley ~ifferodt in comparison 
with 'oaoral duty nursing. Ther wore psychroneurotics of eyery type, abhiapphrenias 
&Ad alcohelics. The Alibi and the "17 Club" will always be asseciated wi th- 1;heir 
atay in 0. B. What a time Baldua had trying te keep frem Ka~in, her roomma~o any 
trailin' oYid~nce that she had a drink ef win• with a greup ef nusrsosat tho Alibi. 
She went heme to bed, burying her head Ullld•r a pillow. For meat of the classes C.B. 
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seemed to brin~ about engagements and marriages. But not this class except for a local 
casket maker and Betty Henry. ~nga~ements between Carlos and Payer and Bob and Cherry 
were broken. 

H~rri~an on her last day becam8 dreadfully ill and on her arriTal back to Dos 
Moines by Rocket was hospitalized and went to surgery for an appendectomy. The two 
~old-fish she ~ot while a patient were n~ed C. B. and B. C. G.B. for Council Bluffs 
&ad B.C. for Dr. B.C. B~~~.rnes who did the surger. Romona Connely was injured when the 
horse she was riding became frig1tened and wedged itself betweon a polo and a truck. 
So she came back and spent a week in the hespi tal. 

And now I'll creep back in my back with still many ~f the secrets of the class 
unreTealed. 
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