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Here we are in a new little chapel in Ply-—
mouth Church! Tower Chapel we call ///ﬂ
/

it, because it reaches up high a- Ot g
Ao
F44
bove the church to where we hope | |Li\/ \\L
we shall sometime have a carrilon | } 3 ? i
Se

of bells, on which hymns may be nlaveéw
It took a gre.t deal of hooing and wishing
to make a church like this, don't you suppnose?
Ninety vears ago, in December 1357, there were
only a few people living in Des lioines, but ten of
them were Congregationalistses They wanted to have
a church, so they met and
planned to reat rooms above

a bank building for their

worship, This was the be-

cinning of Plymouth Congregational Church in

¥

Des iioines.

The first real church dbuilding

;e

Plymourr
[T

p\\\e Nno \J)am"k \

was a little wooden church house On

Court Avenue. The congregation grew

to sixty—-six as the years went along [+ [‘; Ej




and the people began to
wish for a bigger church.
That was when Abraha

Lincoln was Prcsident of

Civil iWar between the Horth and South was being
fought. The people could not build a new church
tiien, but they did have the little church moved
and enlarged to scat four dundrcd.’*\ﬁ\Q%?m,ﬁ“
i b: !
Many people came to hear what was &;2 f?\r\,
being seid ot Plymouth Church, be- \W\ \ ‘“\‘\
couse it wes known as an abolition é\ °°‘*&
church, oO:enly declaring itsclf against Negro
siaverye
A fow vears aftor the war was over, in 1871,
8 youn man nared Dr. A. L. Frisbie was colled
from Connecticut to be pastor. In a short time
the membership grew to on2 hundred sixty-sizx.
He urged the people to start saving their money
to build a ncw and lar:cer Plymouth. He also

helped groups of people who lived too far from
the downtown church to stnri Conzresational

the United States and the
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-x Churches in theil

(- <
l s EK) i:} ” (Y)nelghborhoodu.
; ETOUNS led

nity grouss were ca. Pilgrim, Worth fPank, and
Zreenwood Churchese. )
In 1876, that was eleven e

r the Civil War, the

3 & -
years ax

@

peoplc did build a new Plymouth

&

Church at the corner of Seventh

=%

Totcel Chauberlain is now. This was a brick ghuroch

and Locust Street where the Lok

and it cost 337,000, a great sum of moncy Ior that

time.
Therc arc iw ngs here in our Tower Chapel

which cane from that 1876 church, Perhaps you can
guess one of thems

That's ri ht, it is that plaque

. AT . it o > A =t Vit T ne
in the front of our chapel which came ‘\‘\ilgjrb

frorn the foundation of that hrick church. It

says, "Plymouth Congre gational Church, 1876",

o
The other thing in this chapel which came from

the 1876 church is our littlc walnut organ. ‘aen

we sing "Holy, Holy, Holy," to its music




Mol HVLY it would be fun to think that
iy }Q “°LW 2ll the Plymouth bovs and girls
for scventy ycars back arc sing-

th J a’M?\) g Fith i W 1ittl
AR, ing it with us, Ifor tals little

S T
o5 i .
= . g orgsan has been a part of Ply-
. J‘& ) % s
o \' .t
routh Church for that long o time.
Dr. Frisbic was the pastor of Plymouth for

twenty—eiht years, and during thosc -

£y .| A% SANERL Yo 3 L o g
years the noubership inercasced to l | =

gix hundrecd. 4 fund of money 3 5 062?;{
. §{) A =
wos also started to buy a home B g ./QV
P !
l/\ &

o

for the minister but that drean of ?1

wns not realized until 1944 whon the sum started
way back then was apnlicd to the purchasc of
Frishic liomorinl Parsonosc. es, it was named in

16 people plan for

honor of Dr. Frisbie who helned %

it so many ycars agoOe.

But to o back now to the story of Plymouth
Churches You can sec that the people kept outgrow-
ing their churchies just as children outgrow their
coats and shoesd So they. begon before long to wish

M (5%

for a bigger church again. - Plymouth nconle wanted

<




-, stone church this time, with some very beauti-
ful stained glass windows showing plcuures of

Jesus. They also planncd a big

round window in the front of (ﬁé
N
their church, called a rose /(i:

window beecause it had designs Sl&@vd pctals

of o rosee There is a good picturc of that stone

J\ A church hanging over in

our Community Housc show-

—

ing the big rosc window,
The windows with the pioc~-

turcs of Jesus are in our

Plymouth Church today. Can

fl{ﬁﬁ

Rl

]

!

you gucss where they are?

Yos, all ofiyou have en=

joyed them, haven't you, on the East side of the

big church. The windows in our Primary and Junior

chapels also came from this church.
Therc is something near this

chapel, also, which camc from the

foundation of the stone church and tclls when that
church wos built. It is that plaquec in the hall




just West of us which says 1901.
The next time you are in our Junior Chapel,
upstairs, notice also the bl"cx walnut communion

Laa o

table with 1ts carved design of

im Rmuw—ml“

[\,3,%§Q5ff grapes and wheot meaning the

bread and winc and the words
from the Bible "In Reomembrance of Mic." This was
carcfully moved to the 1901 church from the 1878 . ‘
Plymouth to be used when they scrved the communion
remembering the Last Supper Josus ate with his 3
disciples. In the carly days Plymouth Church ha
a large silver goblct for the wine and it was
passed to cach nember of the congrezation who
drank from it as his turn come. The brood was
broken in small picces as it is now, and passed to

the congregation. :
After the 1901 church was finished, o new ~

conmuﬂlon scrvice was purchased with little indi- ]
vidual glassecs for the wine. The sane comrunion
table wos uscd, however, and if that old toble

could tnlL today, how maw things it could tell us
about the hopes and prayers of peonle ot Plyncuth
through all the ycars Zron the time of Abrahan 1




wincoln until nowd

Before the »neople really outgrew this church,
comething hanvened to change their plans. One day
some busincss men of the City of Des Moinecs came
t0 the minister and told him they would be inter—
ested in buying the church to tear down, as there
was to be a new road put right through the church
yard. They wanted to run the Eighth Strect busi-

ness traffic through the church yard

o)

NN
%]fi‘j[ to a now street called Kcosauqua. You
L

s have probably all ridden on Eighth

Strcet t6 Keo Way or Kcosauqua Street sometime
when you have been downtown, and so you know the
strcaot did go through. But what about the church?
The minister called the people tosether

d they decided they must plan at once for a
different churche This time they thought the
church should be out near more of the Plymouth
members' homes, away from the growing city. SO

they talked of buying land at 4lst Strect and
Ingersoll from a man named Mr. Cownie. They

planned to tear down the stone church, carciully



sawing the windows to put in thc new church.

- Some people said they were foolish to have
o church away on the edge of the town, for Forty-
first Strect and Ingersoll was almost at the cdge
of thec town then. But the men who plan cd it
dreamed thot someday therc would be rany hones
and schools and boys and girls around Plymouth

Church, for they felt that Des Hoines was going

]

to be o real city. And so they planncd for a bij
building to hold so mony boys and 7irls
would not outyrow it this timce S e

There was already a brick — A
%’7(@5 '
house on this piece of land, sO [E e

they planned to build the church

up closc to the house und use this home as a
Corxaunity Housc for Plymouth peovle. Do you
think you have over been in that house? I anm

sure you 2aveC.
But when the people found how ruch it would

cost %o build o church such as they had planncd,
they hardly knew what to do about it. . Almost half

a million dollars altogethord




"We can never pay for it," some of them

éaid, "we should build a smaller church."”

"Even if we \()( P 13
can't pay for all ofofW ,7> : /:l\:") //{
Yol 7%
o l\’ \"‘ZA,B'\o

G
it now, I think our -Q { o L
\!

\4_\1 //J‘\ . \ of: o
CX] an

crandchildren would
A ¢ <
1et them

rather have us build s blg chur
help pay for it then builid a little one they
would have to tear down and build larger in their
time", said another.

"{hy not invite the other Congregational
Churches herc in Des lloines to go in with us",
said someone "and we'll all build together a
church big enough for our children and grandchildren,
There's lorth Park, Pilgrim, Greenwood, and Jave-
land neighborhood churches now, you know."

So they decided to ask the other churches
about joining in this nlan. The Greenwood Church,
whose pastor at that time was Dr. Burling, voted

for the union. Their church was near the site of

the new Plymouth and they thought it was a zood part
of town in which to locate a new Oonrregatlonal Church,




They invited the Plymouth people to worship with
them until the new building was done. Soon the

other neighborhood congregational Churches joined
in the new plan, and so it was arrpnged that all:

the Congregational Churches in , Des Moines

should go together and build + \a big lovely
{

church for all the peoples i They decided
S \

to call it Plymouth Church ///

GQTTTl \;LlJ.L_ngjTjjﬁ"hﬂlﬁy| i ‘o Q [} ﬂ

“Tﬁﬁcﬁdsc that was 7S tne nane of tuClT flrst church

in Des lioinese
The people paid what they could of the

large amount of money necessary to build this
church and borrowed tac rest of thc amount until
they could afford to nay it all. ZEaech year they

paid interest for the use of the money. This was
in the late 1920's after World War I and nrices

on food and clothing were so high that Plymouth
people had a hard time raising the interest each

vear of 36,000.00, It really was a crcat sacri-
fice for many familics to kecp the pledges paid
and keep the new church zoinge

R TR




How interested people were, however, to see

tuc new church being built. Boys

~nd girls watched the great arches a2
and beams put in the ceilinge They “’ﬁgg {EEESF
v, L

watched the beautiful stained glass (LIl

windows corefully brought from old Plymouth and

put in place. Thcn'too, they saw the big organ
pipes, the best in the state it wos said, placed
behind a designed screcen so it would let the musie
throuzh but not hinder people in their worship

They were much interested in the plan of the church
with the lonyg center aisle leading to the cross on
the lovely carved wood altar. They liked the 1ittle
picturcs, Or symbols, about the lifc of Jesus in the
wood corving about the chancel, and the words carved

above the altar, "Love Wever Faileth."

Some of the boys said thot such. 6;
NIV
a big church would never be full. qu* f};
: . okl ) )
thers said, "Sure it wille By «\\v Eg [
i1 4
the %time we all grow uw> and have %°l>£ 95

children of our own we'll fill the whole place,

and thot big gymnasium they're zoing to have



J
1

004 "

And sure enough, as the boys sagid in 1928

when the building was being completed, we are £ill-

ing the whole place. We are thankful, aren®t wey

that they wished and dreamed as big 2 church as thoy

did?

Just reccently, the church has been able o

pay back much of the money they borrowed in the

1920's, There is still $68,000 to be waid.

W,

v

We are ;lad there is still wishing and helping to

be donc that we may have our part, too, in moaking

Plymouth morc uscful and beautiful,

Do you ask what could be done?

be donc to make this room more beautiful, this
t )

That

4 o ,o»‘c/
Tower Chanel? Two rows of small DCWS, you SOV,

could

a velvet hanging, o new altar with o lovely picture -

yes, these nll would help. The metol plaque in
pd Lb

s A 40 :
the back of this room tells us the towcxnwaswghvon
: \‘J

by Mrs. Ellen Rollins in memory of her

husband. She gove the money to build —

the tall ~nd beautiful tower, and we

all hooe that someone will rsive bells

L

P

)

B0
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to put up in it; bells that would be playcd from
jnside the church and made to chime songs Whihh
ould be heard oll over the city. Just think how
wonderful they would sound on Sundoy morning and
cspecinlly at Christmas time chiming the carolsd
Perhops some of us would like to help buy the
bells For Plymouths
Just ocbove our heads in this tower is the
Morgaret Camp iicmorial Room. e dSUullY call it

/)lv"‘(”;.

the third grade roo.h«out moncy to furnish it was
given by the Comp _“m1ly in memory of their daugh-
ter, Murguret. There is olso a memorial window in
the Enst section of the big church given to re-
member her. IsAtt that a fine way to rcmember
peonie, to give beautiful windows and to furnish
rooms in the church to make other boys and girls
happy?

Let us 2o out now into the big church, and

sec if therc arc other plagues there showing memor-

ial pgifts from peoplc of Plymouth. Stop long
cnouzh to look high up to the top of the church and

sce those heavy woodon beoms and Gothlc arches.



Notice the lovely lights and the wood carving. You

can sce how it took a long timefdidd*orvpreat deal

A Lm/& NEVeR FANEHE v wihvom
U

of planninz to build a churdghjely Lﬂ_ o |ole

: |
like this. Let us go up clgs | u

e
TR

goe the oross and the carve&\\_A
_\_._.

J

t0 the altar now so you can

\E\\\

|

words "Love Never Faileth.f:ifﬁeso Tittic carvings
in the wooden pancls, you remember, are symbols

of the last week of the life of Jesus. Behind
the altar you will notice, if you have sharp eyes,
that what seems to be a large wincdow, is really a
painted screen with the pines of the pive organ
behind it. That was to help the people think a-

bout God you know, and not just about the organ

when it played.
Let us go down now along the East side of

the Chur¥ch where the colored windows are with

pictures of Jesus as a man and Jesus as a baby in

his liother's arms. You will understand more about
those windows as you grow older. Under each one

is a metal plate with the names of faithful

Plymouth fanmilies who zave those windows to the




1901 Plymouth Church, the Frisbic family in memory

of Dr. Frisbie, the Rowson family, and the Warficld

famnilye.
Back herc farther is the Camp memorial
window. And what does it say under these next
two window? That's right it says, "In memory of
stoddard Lanc." He was the ninth minister of
Plymouth and beloved by all. You will notice a
number of little »ictures in these windows which
show that e was a person interested in many
things. First, what pictures show you that Dre
Lane was o minister of Plymouth Church? Yes, the
open Bible is there and the cross with the crown.
He come here in 1922 and died tghile
still our minister in lay, 1943. What
other interesting pictures do you scel?fp
N
Yes, there is a sailboat.
Dr. Lane was n good sailor and f

he often talked about how life

Lo iy

is like sailing on the ocean. He said that when

you learn to sail you learn to trust God's laws




and know they are dependable. In his own words,

UIf sometimes the water held you up and sometimes

it didn't, if sometimes the tides came in and some-

times they didn't - well, you can see that in a

topsy~turvy world like that with no law in it,

making boats would be imnossible, and sailing them

would also be impossible. But the world isn't

like that, %od is there and we can depend on him,*
There is an anchor in the windowy

too, isn't there? An anchor on a boat

helps you to be safe. Dr. Lane believed

that neople who have faith in God have an anchor

that helps them feel safe and secure no matter

what happense
There is also a dove in the window. A

dove means the Holy 8pirit bringing peace. Stoddard
Lane drove an ambulance in World War I when he was
a young man and he knew what war was like. He was
fireless in his efforts to get men to work

for peace and to love all races of people. He

t-\\:E;\.C?%y.often said, #There arc good
N—.—)

pcople and bad people in the

nation.




; ‘But they are all children of God. Who am
I to say that I with my white skin am worth more
to God than the other man with his dark skin. . We
nmust try to help pcople understand that thcere is

. a God who carcs for all of us."

At the top of the windows you sec two

. different kinds of stars, one a five pointed star
and the other a six pointed star of David,or
Jewish 'star. The five »nointed onc is for the

‘ Light of the Christmas star in Bethlehem which

. has never gone out in the world. Dr. Lonce used
to talk about the lights going out in the world,
but he often said thot Light shining for goodness
and love must never 3o out,

The six pointed star is for the Jewish

o T/\ faith, which is part of ours, The 01d
Testament came to us from the Jewish
peoplec, and Dr. Lonc was always help-
ing Jewish and Christian neople to sce that

-y they could be the best of friends. Onc of his
best friends was a Jewish Rabbi, Zugene

. dannheimer, whosc church was across the strect

Riseees 0




iy a 2
fraom. the Lone homes

Here come some of 6ur high school boys and
girls in to the back of the church just now for
choir practiee. They knew Dr. Lane. Let's ask
them what they romember most about him.

e have been talking about the Stoddard
Lane windows. Con some of you folks remember Dr,
Lane personally® What do you remember most about
him? "Sure, I remember how he used to play base-
ball with us boys up at "Y' Canp. I can still see
him coming to church in an ambulance and vreaching
frém o wheel chair for six weeks after he hurt his

~

knoe in one of i

those ball games up at canmp.
"The thing I remcmber best is the fun we

used to have with him in the Christmas workshops

after school before Christmas, mending toys for

ncedy families whose names we chosce Then how

much fun it was on Christmas Sunday to sce the

bushel baskets of things fillinc 211 the front of

the church and down the aisle. @ifts we had planned

for certain familiess




WI romember the parties he and lirs. Lane
selped us plan for the colored children. e had
o whole crowd of them heérc at Plymouth onee.
Everybody seemed to have a good time. "

"The thing I liked best was the children's
gtorics hc used to tell us Sunday mornings. We
used to stay for the music and that story, then
glip quictly out during the hymn. The collcction
of storics Mrs. Lane wrotc and he told is still
one of my favorite books, "Thc Giant Who Liked
Chocolate Cake", it is called,

- "] reomember how we used to go over to
the Jewish Synagogue to help them celcbrate
Thanksgiving and then the Jewish children came
over herc o holp us celebrate. They have their
Thanks iving or Succoth as they call it earlier
than we do."

"The thing I always think of is how well
Dr. Lanec remembered all of us and called us by

our first names, even us little kids in the

fourth grade then, just as if we were gomebody



important. I showed him my shi- collecction once

and he always remembered and often asked about it

when I met him in the hall on Sunday morning.,
That's right, he was everybody's friond

£

wasn't he? Thalk you, choir boys ond Zirls for
all these things you remember. If Dr, Lanc could
spcak to us today he would Probably say, as he
did so many other times: "Plywouth is not only

a prescnt possession, it is o riech heritaze passed
along to us from the past. It belongs not only
to today, but to yesterday. 3od help us to be

worthy of it — %o hold fast 0 the best of yes-

terday and to make itomorrow oven better. "

And so may we see that there 6§§§

S ik < 5 Alesced Bie 5wl
arc still things to do for Piymouth PRE NRe
The he
1 = b " foCK 44 e
Church to make it even bettior. There} iy =3
. A Voem
: SpiciT Py oo
are plans for these other windows % Rk rhih;
IR b

picturing the Beatitudes that they may soon be-
come beautiful memorial windows %oo. And some

N

people have dreoams of another chapel to be built




%
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a8 we continuc to grow. But more important than
thesc things arc the unfinished ideals which Dr.
Lanc honed Plymouth would continuc to stand for.
Tach of us in his own way can make Plymouth

better by living thosc idcals.

1
i

i
Let us go on now into the fowor of the

Church and secc if therc arc any memorial plaqucs

theree.
Yes somec of you alrcady

know therc arc honor rolls of

Plymouth boys who went to World

War II. Somc of them gave thelr

lives in the service that we might
still have a frce country 'hurc neonle worship
God, as they please. Dr. rrederlc: licek was our
minister at that timec and he used to semd Church
bulletine to all thosc boys to let them know
Plymouth Church had not forgotten them. He had

many nlans for Plymouth Church €00, for hc knew

it could have a great future.
And what is the plwque on this wall to

a man named Harry lelac? This is not for a man



dicd for Plymouth, but for a man who }ived for
Plymouth. He still comes to worshigi%hen he is
ablo and he has given many ycars of time in help-
ing take carc of the church and plan for its work.
He was chairman of the building committec when
this church was built as the name plate tells us.
There are many of us who cannot give
monecy to leave stoinced glass windows in a church,

but we can all give somc of our time for Plymouth

as mony many others have done whose names arc not

el
YT\
end planning with Dr. and i\;g ‘,\/
L

K

ij/ﬁJ
lrs. Hoskins for thec Ply- j f{{@
-
e /
mouth of touorrowd So. . ool >\54$.
W E WANT To HELP
of our scrvice helping with the broadening ac—

printed here in the church.

Some of our time in wishingyi/t

tivitics of Plymouth today! Some of our love

in memory of all these people who have given

s0 much to usd
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For after all -

What is the¢e Church?
Is it the stones that recach high
up toward heaven
To form the walls and hold aloft
the towering cross?
No! For somctimes pcople go to church
In houses made of wood
Or bamboo polcs and strow—thatched roffs
Or cven in a canvas tent
Or under the tall arcnes of the trecs.

Could this then be the chuxrch?
The love of pcople following Him
In going about and doing good,
Sometimes within four walls,
Sometimes far out into the roads
of 1ittle i{ravel
Sometimes in the dark and narrow
city strcets
Or cven in the scats of government?

This is the Churchd
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The Reverend Fred Hoskins, D.D. .
Pastor
The Reverend Oscar Bollman, 11.8.T.
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