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APPANOOSE COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

It might not be out of place to mention briefly & few things that
led up to the organizetion of a Soils Distriet in Appencose County. ,

An extensive liming program was developed early in Appancose County
which encouraged productionof a large acreage of legumes. The businessmen
of Centerville and the County Farm Bureau had sponsored annual Alfalfa Con=-
tests and Banquets for 17 consecutive years. Appencose County became known
all over southern Iowa for its extensive liming program and its interest in
Alfalfe and other legumes.

A County Soils Committee, & li=H county Soils Progra=, and the CCC
Camp deserve special mention for interest in erosion control on meny indive
idual farms and the early use of phosphate fertiliszer for demonstrational

purposes .

A strong educational program in good land use has been carried on in
the county by the Extension Department of Ames, Iowa, and the Appanoose Cou-
nty Farm Bureau.

Through the ebove educatioral program information on erocesion contrel,
contouring, pasture improvement, best use of fertilizers, seed production and
legumes has been available to many farmers but practiced only on individual
farms.

The AAA has mede it possible to carry out many of these prectices by
providing finencial assistance to coopurating farmers.

All of the above factors contributed to making Appancose County farmers
conservation minded. Individual farmers worked on their own farms without
regard to similer problems on adjoining fearms. There wes little coordination
of effort in conservation practices.

In 1943 the poesibility of organizing a Soils District resulted in the
appointment of & special committee at the February meeting of the Appancose
County Farm Bureau Boarde Peter 8idles, Jerome, Iowa; He Be Glick, Moravia,
Iowa, and Re &, Bear, Centerville, Iowe, were chosen to investigate the advis-
ability of organizing a Soils District.

A favorable report wes made by this committee on March 2nd but the
committee felt that additional information was needed.

On April 6, 1943, & meeting of 52 representative farmers from the county
was helds L. E. Clapp, Extension Soil Conservationist, Ames, Iowa, and Dick
#ileox, Farm Planner, Ottumwa, lowa, gave & brief history on soil conservation
districts in the state and outlined the necessary steps to organize such a
district. Advantages and disadventages were discussed in deteil after which
the group voted unenimously to give support to the organizetion of a district
at oncee

Petitions were distributed &o be signed by et least 20 percent of the
farmers in the county and by January 28, 19k sufficient petitions were signed
to qualify.
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On February 1L, 194k & hearing was held in Centerville by the State
So0il Conservetion Committee. The sentiment seemed to favor e district and
there was sufficient interest to justif'y the ealling of a referendum on the

11th dey of Marech 19LL.

Results of the referendum showed 8L.3 percent of the votes cest in
favor of & soils district. Thus Appencose County became the 36th Soils
Distriet in lowa. Commissioners elected st the same time were as followsg

Le B. Monroe, Ixline - 6 yvear term - 171 votes
Paul Strickler, Centerville, L year term - 134 votes
Re Co Wilson, Moravia - 2 year term - 117 votes

On March 17th the newly clected commissioners met with Frenk Mendell,
State Conservationist; Parks Forster, Distriet Comservationist; end Clerk
'Huntley, Member of State Conservation Committee. Wilson wes eleoted presi-
dent, Glen Birlingmair secretary, and request was mede to the state committee
and extension service for cooperation. Plans were also made to hold & meeting
of representé&tive fermers on March 23.

Thirty farmers attended this meeting from twelve townships in the county.
In opening “he meeting Wilson stated thet the commissioners hed called the group
together to request th m to outline whet ectivities should be undertaken by the
Soils Distriet during 19LL.

Four activites were chosen for immediate considersation as follows:

ls Contouring

2« Pasture Improvement

%e Best use of fertilizers

Lie Legume and grass seed production

Meny items other than the above were mentioned but it was deeided to
spend most of the effort of ths district on the above during the summer after
which groups of 10 to 12 farmers would work together in preparing farm planse.

Pollowing the meeting the commiseicners prepered a "Program of Work"
and "Work Plan" for the distriet with the assistence of the distriet conserva-
tionist end county extension dircetor. This progrem and work plan were edopted
ot & meeting held on Maroch 29th. Also, Memorande of Understanding between the
Appanocose County Soil Comservetion District and Soil Conservation Services was
discussed and authorized.

The following groups of farmers were approved by the district commiss-
ioners as indicsted below during the balance of the year;

GROUP #1 - LINCOLN TOWNSHIP - April 26, 19LL

We Re Hefner

.Ke BEs Owen
lierle Loofbourrow
Joe RBeer
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GROUP #1 - LINCOLN TOWNSHIP - Con't.

Devid Newell
John Re Hieckie
e Ce Wailel
He Lo Stark
Paul licElvain
Pete Sidles
John Cleaver
Ge Ge Clark

GROUP #@ - LINCOLN TOWNSHIP = July 27, 19lL

(eorge Sidles

Fe M. MeCabe
Raymond C. Osenbaugh
Van Pugh

M. Eo Followwill
Maxwell Barkley
A. S. Gillespie
He Mo Hibbs

Edw. Inman

Gale 8. Murphy
Don Le Wells

Le Je Norris

GROUP #3 - PRANKLIN TOYNSHIP - August 31, 19l

Guy McCennon
Claud Lowe
Fred Lengford
Jimmie Hibbs
Ce Do K.J’VCY
Paul Condra
John Pindley
Le Re Teater
Shermen Epvin
Connie Klinkenbeard
Paul Staley

GROUP #l; - INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP - September 28, 19LL

Everett L. lorlen
Glenn Massman

Je e bidl‘b‘u@h
Wme Elam

Wme Martin
Fobert O. DeVore
Me M. Teater

T. Co Young

Le Fo Lemley

S« Ce Guernsey



Qh-
GROUP #ly = INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP -« Con't.

Je Ne Vader
Arlo Fenton

GROUP #5 « WELLS TOWNSHIP - November 30, 19kl

Jesse M. Adams

We Ao Hutchinson
Glenn Appler
Harry H. MeDonald
Hardin Guinn
Hermas Swarts
Russell Morrow
Harold W. lavis
Roland Yates

Geo. Fe Davis

Le Ge¢ Clinkenbeard
Tom Kirby

Other developments during ths year whiech should be mentioned ineluded
the approval of Memorandum of Understanding between the Appanocose County Soil
Conservation Distriet and the Iowe Agricultural Extension Serviee on April 26,
1944+ The employment of Everett Pownall on May 15th as Ferm Planner. The
Stendard Farmer-District Cooperative Agreement was also approved on April 26,

1944

Appointment of Assistent Commissioners wes first discussed on lMay 22,
tentative list made on July 27th, and firel approval given to the following on
August Hlsts :

Bellair - Harry O. Powers
Caldwell - O« He Johnson
Chariton - Ira Pe Boyer
Douglas - Ceorge Scott
Franklin - Don Shearer
Independence ~ S« Ke Young
Johns - E. li. Knapp
Lindoln - Peter Sidles
Plsasant ~ Art Streepy
Sharon - Lester Murdy
Taylor - tarl Boyer
Udell - J. W. Tarrence
Union = Froderick Koehler
Vermillion - Leo Bowdish
Wealnut - Earl Tait
Washington -~ Fae Cale
Wells ~ Ge0s Fo Davis

Cooperation of the District in proposed grezing plots to determine gain
of livestock on different pasture mixtures was first discussed on May ?2nd.

The first meeting of the first group to discuss farm planning was held
on Wednesday evening, July 19, at the Jeroms School, with Everett Pownall, Ferm
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Planner, Centerville; Harold Anderson, Ferm Plaomer, Albia; and Glen Birling-
mair, County Extension Direetors Plans were made to hold 3 or L meetings with
each group following a first interest meeting.

The commissioners requested district conservationist to secure 180 pounds
of certified bromegress seed for distribution by the distrioct to farmers in the
county. Commissioners also agreed te help place balance of reed canary grass
seed produced on the R. E. Bear farm to farmors in the county.

GRAZING TEST

Arrangements were made st the September meeting to establish a pasture
grazing test plot on the He E. Vinzent farm 5 miles northwest of Centerville,
in cooperation with the Farm Bureau, Association of Commerce and Extension Sor-
vice of Iowa State College.

An area of about 19 scres was selectede Two tons of limestone was added,
land was plowed, two more tons of limestone and 300 pounds of 20 percent super
phosphate were eprlied eand the entire arca seeded to Balbo Rye. Plans were also
made to fence four separate arces, supply water to each and aced a different
grass mixture on each in the spring of 19.5.

A meeting of Commissioners and naaistan€ Commissioners was held on
October 30th with Maurice Heath present to discuss a group of soil slides
on pasture grasses and legumes.

Thus, at the end of it's first ten months of operstion, the Appenocose
County Soil Conservation District wes well started on it's was to be of ser~
vice to farmere in the area. Much good will haed been seoured through the work
of the Farm Planner and the Commissioners feel that much more cen be accomplished
in the ysar shesd.

énz Re Co Wilson
rman, Distric verning Body



Soil Conservation District

ANNUAL REPORT OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Appenocose County genterville, Iows
DISTRICT . ;
(Name ) (Supervisor's Headquarterga‘(Scate)
Blle
Period » 19 %o PRE Y AN
This To
ACTIVITY Period Date
' 0 0
Number
Educational Meetings 0 D
Attendance
2 2
Number
Tours 14 14
Attendance
2 2
Number
Demonstrations &0 £0
Attendance
0 0
Number
Training School Meetings ) [+
Attendance
2
Exhibits Number
Vg
Radio Talks Jumber
4 18
News Articles Number '
SR
Commissioners Meetings Number i

S0-13



