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Deceuber 20, 1934

Dedication

To those who have howszs in Vienna Townshlo now, an’ to those
who in the vzst, have 1lived here zand helped to make this
cozaunlity a training ground to prepare for the hoae zbove,
thls 1s lovingly dedicated by

The suthor

d

Zeuben T, Zink

Forward

In gaothering fthe ne=ded information for the history of Vienna
Center school I find Lt wulte necessary to include a 1little

more terrltory than the tzfuent boundaries of No. 5 district.

The information that I haove been able to githszr so far dates
back to 1852, a2t which tise the first tiree schoslhouses in
Vienna township were bullt, including the Center schoolhouse.

K11 things wmust have a starting place, so I will try to touch

on some of the more Llmportant =vents Jdating from that time to the
present, a2nd would like to zlve the crzdit to a few of our old
settlers, wio saw some real oloneer life in this com unity, and
who were so willing to zive tue needed information as they
remember 1it,
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Pirst, I would lilke to mention a few of the cont-lbutors
who hove ma'e tﬁig higtory posslble,

Mr. Phil Russie, kaa%ﬁ ag Uncle Phil avound nere, started
to this school in 1867, which at that fiﬁ@ was located threow
guarters of a mile west of 1it's present loecatlon, or on the farm
now occuplsd by Janes Stackhouse, Mr, Russlie has lived his
entire 1ife in this district, now residing one-half mile east
of the schoolhouse. He has a very unlque record lnasmuch as he
gpent his entire school days at thls school, aig children, four
in number, 71d likewlse nd z2lso two grandson's, who have
finished thelr eighth gxﬁw nere, and novw are attending high
gohool at Gresn %suﬁiaiﬁ.

Hext is Geo, PF. Zink who started to thle school in 1869-T0,
his flrst school, Later his five children all coumpleted thelr
graie “ﬂﬁaollng t Ho. 5 and now five grandchildren of his,
children of Mr, and Mrs. Reuben B, Zink, have completed thelr
grade schoollng ha* @. I would like to mentlon at thie tine that
Mrs, Ziak “9%?1~t0d ner grade schnooling hevre and almo har father,
the late John M, Nlckerson, 2lso attsnded thls achool 1in the
aarly '80%'a,
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Hext 1s ! Arthur Hill of Gresn Mouantain, who stzrtsd hls
educatlonal ca r at tals school in 1875, and spent 1is eatirs
grade school days here, His chlldren and grandchlldren also
attended this mvaaal, and sgoms conmplatlag grade schooling atg

this place.

Hr, Chas, Nlckerson 133 also coatributed some wvaluan
formation, He attended tuls school in 1830 and has spent g
tieally nls sntire 1ife since then in thls comuunlity, now re
sldliang Just across the road from ths schoolhouse,
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Hrs, Lottlie g ’ ég, @“ better known as Mra,
Brown, wao has 1;?%& sine ﬁ*ﬁ caildnood, the carly sizt
this vieoinity, and at s*sgﬁat ig living on the old aiﬁ?%gﬁ scmﬁn
%tﬁ&i, thne olace of her blrth, one aile west of No. 5 Schoolhouse.

unt" Belle Irvine and Allie Irvine Crystal have ad&@é a
great de&l to thls narration, adding a2 bit of humor ondifferent
ccoaglons, Aunt Belle has a dlstinction, I doudt can be squaled
in thls state, as she taught thils school inm 1371 and '72, later
teaching in every one of the nine school districts in Vienns
township except nuaber one, teachlng iun all, 15 years in an%
township and 18 years in all, and ln her own words "Still zolng
strong".

Runt Allie taught part of the ysar 1370 substituting for
her older elzter, Hary. They tell many Interesting and thrille
ing instances, Aunt Alllie tells of the difficultles in walking
to and from her school, abosut 3 mlilsess, She had geveral slougnis
and cresks to cross, so she would take off her shoes and stockings
t111 getting in sizght Qs the schoolhouse then putting them on
go the scholars wouldn't sec ner %A”ﬁ fest.

Until 1862, no school of any kind was located in Vienna
township. The closzest school b*ng in Albion. One of the
pilsneer famlliass by the name of Simpeon living just west of the
center of the %ﬁaﬁ%hi? had a daughter, delen, (Now a YMrs. B
Sulth of Chicago) who reached the afge of 12 years before she
had an opportunity to attend a3 school and then had to go ten miles
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to Alblon, to a school which was known as the Alblon Seminary.
After attending thls school about one year, there were three
schoolhouses bullt thru the center of Vienna township sast and
west., At that time thls townshlip had one extra nlle on its

west line which made 1t 7 miles east and west and sxfended to
highway No. 14 or what was kunown as the north thirdavenue

road. The cenlter schoolhouse was therefore located about three=
quarters mile west of the present center of the township aznd
accomodated a territory about 3 miles east and west and 7 mlles
north and south, '

At this country schoolhouse 1s where the above taught
school or mought thelr education,

For a number of years durlng the "70's a post office was
maintained oneehalf mile north of Vienns Cconter, (more recently
known ss the John Nickerson farm), with Alec Weatherly as Post-
master, Mr, Solon Beaman hauled the mall with a buckeboard onee
a week from Marshzlltown. His route continued on to Grundy
Genter and Buck Grove, '

I #111 not sttempt to give a complete 1list of the scholars
who attsnded the First year of school as the only lnformation
avallable at present, 1s of Helen Simpson above mentloned, the
late Jennie Hunsdon Wilson, and probably the late Tommy Slmpson.

0f the scholars a few years later or from 1867 to '70 we
have a little better record as we €11l have at lesst six living
who attended at that time. They are; Mr,Phil Russle, mentioned
sbovey UMy, Jdohn Bowles of Hevada, Iowai: Mrs. Lottle Simpson
Browny Geo, ¥, Zink, Marshalltowny Oliver Russie, Green Mountain
and Joe 8romble, who is now in the 0dd Fellows home at Mason Citye.

A little later from '70 to '80 we have with us some old
timers as followsp M-, rthur H11ll, who started to school in
1875, and now living in Green Mountsin, and C, BE. Hickerson, who
lives across from the present No. 5 school. Some of the earlier
teachers prior to 1872 were Hattle Simuons, Maggle and Lydia
Hanna, Mary, Belle and Allle Irvine. It was in the '70's
that the regidents of the esast two-thlrds of the “istrict were
not satisfied with thelr school so far from the rightfull locatlon,
ag 1t worked s hardship on the majoriity, as against a benefly for
a few, so the matter came up as an issue at thespring electlon,
1875 With the result that when the new board reorganized, the
personal was as followst Edward Dowler,President, Danlel Tussle
end B. N. Hill, the other two directors, The new board immedliately
procesded to ecarry out the wisghes of those who had electsd thenm,
with the result that the bullding was in place at 1ts present
location in time for two months school before harvest.

The work of moving the schoolhouse was not accomplished
without strong oprosition, and entalled an immense amount of hard
work, and sacrifice; but perseverence and jJjustlice won. The
bullding site was leaged from Alem Gray, for 99 years, or so long
ag used for aschool purposes, and is still used as such,

The first teacher at the new locatlon was HMrs., Frost, teache
ing two months in the spring and two in the fall, ,

Late in the fall it began to look 1like "no school™ for the
winter, as no teachner had ap-lled, and nome in slight, Tzachers
were not as plentiful then as at the present time! o two menbers
of the board, Russlie and HLI1l, nade a trip to HMarshalltown on
horgeback, as that was the only way vo go on account of mudg
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and at the county Superintsndents office they found 2 young man
from Missourl, by the name of Silas Dlinsmore, looking for a job of
teaching school. They hired him and he taought this school that
winter, three montas, 1875-T756, During the winter Mr. Dinsmore
gave a demonstratlion of the telephone, which was a new thing,
Just invented by Alexander Graham Bell, by using two tin cans,
gimilar to present day tomsto caneg with both snds cut out and one
end covered with a stiff paper, and the two connected by a hard

twisted thread.Wlth one person in the house, another about
gseventy five or more fest distant, a conversation could bs carried
on. Little did any one then think that they would gee the time
when one could talk, and be understood across a Contlnent, but
that and much more has been accomplished, and in less than sixty
years tlme.

Among the teachers followlng those mentloned and I beleve
the first, was Miss Susan Smith, a slster of the late Mrs., Adam
Jackson, who came from New York, to make her home wlth her sister,
who hag a record of over 50 years teachlng,

It was during the winter term of 137778 that the puplls had
thelr flrst experisnce with a written examinationi school 1life was
not all roses, even then, but they all survived, HMiss Sunith was
a very @onsclentious teacher, and she made s mistike that so many
teachers do, mildly csrzectim§ a boy, "who well deserved it",
but belonged to 2 famlly who "spared the rod" and let the other
scholars suffer,

The result of the trouble that thieg family made for the
teacher was that the board hired her for thenext full year, three
months in spring and four in winter, and this proved to be asm
popular a school as gympathy and effort could well makes The
parents gaw to 1t that thelr chlldren understood what they asttendad
school for, and that 1t was coe~operation that counteds After
other schools had closed asbout March first, a number came from
oubside, the enrollnent loncreased to forty.

Other teachers who served No. 5 that we remember arej Dora
Burchard, Nellie Thorpe, John Heed, Lottle Miner, James Simuons,
Alice Lincoln, and in 18%4 and Y95 Miss Emma Sulth from Conrad.
Shewas then married to Walter (Watt) Lee and they are now living
in California. Aunother teacher of thshilnetles was Hetty Hauser
from Alblon and is now Mrs., Furland who lives on a farum in Grundy
county. ‘

As to wages, thesgse teachers received foon twenty-=five to
thirty~three and one third dollars permonth of twenty days school
with theprivilege of doing thelr own Janltor work, and pald two
and one half to three dollars per week for board,

In 1882 a new school house was built, which with an additlon
and some other luprovmedits is theospresent Wo. 5 school house. It
was a2t thls time Phat Viednw township was organized into indepedds
ent school districts. HNo. 5 school house belng bullt by two local
carpenters, Wash Sylvas and Henry Russle; an Uncle of Phill Russie.

From that time ti1ll the present day No. 5 has been an old
land mark and the center of numerous activitles, Regular religlous
services were conducted from 1888 until about the advent of the
horseless cafglage, which offered a faster modé of transportation
and an opvortunity of attending = church of the denominatlion they
choge, Until that time 1ittle was thought of or sald as to de=
nomination, as ministers from Beaman, Green Mountain and Gladbrook
conductad services, usually in the afterncon as they had their
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own charges to serve in the morning., If the minister came from
Beoanani. 1t would be Methodist, 1f from Gre-n Mountaln, Congregational
and from Gladbrook, United Brethren, The Dunkards also held services
at No. 5, the latz Rev, Prank Whecler preachling, Besldes preaching
gservices, Sun school was held in the morning and Christlan Ene
deavor in the gaﬁfﬂy school conventlons were held here
annually fr ha for gomething like 25 years, after which

they wers held at t&m ﬁﬁ%g%l ﬁﬁﬁ?gh e? neighborhood. Ailso several
ravival meetings e held, singing schools etcs

@it@;awv “OET neld through the winter montnhs for a
nuuber of years, wﬁiah always drew a packed house, They had very
good pf@g‘ @% iﬁcl&ﬂiﬁf é&batug, readings ond last but not leasgt,
musie, 1 don't belleve any -ommunity can bozst of mors talent and
abllity in the line of music than Ho.5 has had,

Teachers ne-tings in which nearly everyone took part werve
algo held at this school house, 2nd these probably could be
truthfully ealled the true parent of the present Parent Teachers
Agsociation,

Several ovganizations held thelr regular meetings here,

namaly the W, o, T, U., who conductsd contests 1in ﬁyeakiag and gave
medals, silver, and next gold for thebest readers., That 1s, a
gilvar “Qﬁtw%ﬁ would be h 14, the winner of ﬁbiw waul% then be
entitled to enter 4 coritget for 4 gold medsl, ;
enter anat;mr gllver @@ﬁtéstt The Natlonal Qrw ge
here wilth guite 2 large membershilp.

In 1920 when the Farwm Bureau nade bthelr natlonal drive for
members, Vienna towanship was the bwgﬁef %agﬁoalg in memberszhlip
and thelr regular monthly me tings have practically all bsen held
gince that time at thls school house,

The latest of the organizations to date 1s the Parent Teachers

Assoclation which was organized 1n October 1929, with Mrs., Ohas
Hiil the flrst @f&w&ﬁegt. It is at present a ﬁ%@b@? of the
Ratlonal Congress of Parent of ?eaa&%@g, and the County Uouncil
of Parent and Teachers. The asgociatlion was made stundard in
1930, and has a charter from the Iowa Jongress of Parents and
Teachers,

A great amany of the scholars from NHo. 5 have gone on to
geek higher education and have become successful teoachers, Other
have gone into otier lines of work. Right here I would like to
mention one of distinetion, In the fall of 1894 2 gnall boy caume
into this com unity. We might well ¢all hilm an orphan, He
attended thls school intermittingly uwtll about 1900, durling
whlch tlae hs had to work for his board; room and a 8@@11 WALES »

At thls tilme through his previous perseverance and hard work he
wag able to pass a teachers exavination, after which he applied

for the sams school {(Wo.5) that he had ﬁvﬁviﬁagly attandead,

The directors feeling tiat he was a well qualliflied man, alred
and he taught the school gatisfactorily for two tevnms., He
othner schools iﬁ the towashlp and later made hils way througn lowa
8tate Teachers College, at which tlme he had broken Jown in
health and had ﬁ? gpand 2 long perlod of rest at the: Hounie
torium at Oakdale, With %&%@&%a determlnation he fought himself
back to health zand is now kaown as Prof. Fred D. Cram of the

Iowa State achers College,

Contrasting to thls record we have another small boy of
financlally poor pareants, bubt usvertheless with an aabltlion, who
gpent most of als school days at No. 5,  While still in his teens,
and a few years before theWorld War 1, he learned the art of
flying at a school in Minneapollis, When the United States en-
tered the World War he iﬁueﬁiaﬁelg enlisted his services to Uncle
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Bam, To his great disapvolntment, instead of being sent to the
front linewhere he sxpected to see plenty of action, he wus kept
on this glde of the ocean to teach flying to new aviators, which
he did until some timeafter the close of the war, He wag then
transferved to the mall service, blazing new alr lines mmnd carrying
mall, at which he 1s gtill engaged, Thelust record I've sesn pube
lished about nlu runs something like this, "E. Hanilton Le@ hag
flown over 2,000,000 miles and without any seridus smashup.” He is
now flylng the mall and carrylng passengers frowm Omaha to Cheyenne,

I can hardly bring this history to a close without relating s
few of the many inﬁemthiﬁ% eplsodes as given me personally by a few
of the ploneers.

Mr, Phil Russle tells of the extremsely cold winters he witness
ed in the '60's and '70's when their house consisted of merely a
frams gs*a covered wilth one~half inch lapsiding., At nlght they would
lle awake and Llsten to the water pall freezing wit: its snapping
and cracklng sounds, and ln the morning his father would get up,
gtart a fire and ﬁ%ﬁn nroceaed to cut the breadd for br @akfaaﬁ‘ This
he did by using the ax to chop off theslices and put them in the
oven to th W outb,.

Mr, “ussie also told of going to Tams City about 30 milss for a
new walk iﬁ@ %?6%, which at tiat ﬁiﬁ s Were belng nmanufactured there,

>d, "one dollar

Wnen 2 ~ice of 2 plow in thoge days, he answ
an inch, meant 2 slxieen inch plow would cost

tells of his early school days, and of at least one

veher and puplls went out baci 3@ the gohonl house

nd set the prairie on flre, whic & now :

v ?y thing to do., After 1t had burned ov geversl acres
they 311 @@ﬁi out and gathered pralrie chicken eggs These were di-

vided up and taken home The next day they all had hard boiled prairie
chlcken eggs ¢ dimmer ak school,

Aunt Belle Irvine tells of Charley Nle!
when he wag in the second reader and in herfown words, "He was as
ﬂ@%r 8 g@deat boy 2s & little boy could bel™ He still posssesses a
rize, & 1ittle book he recelved from her for his good behavior and
arfect %ttﬁnd@ﬁcm,
ﬁa? h@% days

(a0,

rson comlng to school

are soon pagsed and we have zcgulred more or leas
2ducation, but what we learn to do and to be,
really counts, and also shows what 1s in us,.,

Jomplled by R.E. Zink

last teacher of our school. She taught
ring of 1940 with only filve puplls

zﬁ, the 11ittle school was not reopened,.
gona ﬁ@ll “%t@fiaﬁ 4 ﬁ grade and Myrta
t an, while Jeanne

Mabel Jean ‘
tn the fall of 1932
attending. In the

George Holl entering
Hisder n ent ring 7%ﬂ

&t'

Keafar sring %th Ke: ring attended school
at wa% . Lt was a e such a flne country school close,
with its dandy 11 %tlw gtage t still co &d be set up and some Tine
other sculpnent surpassing the usual lten vf mogt country schoolsg

but gﬁéwvﬂ%g must be nmet tﬁf accaephbad, ? e goenool bullding was gold
in fall of 1940 to Grahanr fHolston who moved 1t 6o the town of

Gresn Mountaln where 1t was remodled 2nd ig now belng lived in,
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