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Speaker1:

Okay. Thank you for meeting with me today. If you could just start by telling me your name, where you
live, yourbirthyear, and if you lived somewhere different when you grew upona farm.

Vivian Carter:

Okay. My name's Vivian Carterand | live at Northridge Village, whichisaseniorliving facility.

Speaker1:
In Ames.

Vivian Carter:

In Ames, lowa. Did you wantto know where I-

Speaker1:

Where you were bornand where you grew up, too.

Vivian Carter:

| was born at Nashua, lowaon afarm near there, nearthe Little Brown Church. That's home of the Little
Brown Church. You know the song, or you've heardit, "There's a church in the valley by the Wildwood"?

Speaker1:
| don't think so. I'll have to lookinto that.

Vivian Carter:

I'll have to acquaint you with that. Okay.

Speaker1:

And what yearwere you born?

Vivian Carter:
In 1929.

Speaker1:
1929.

Vivian Carter:

Depression times, for people.

Speaker1:
That's the earliest I've had so far with these interviews.

Vivian Carter:

94 years old.
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Speaker1:

Wow. Incredible.

Vivian Carter:

Soon.

Speaker1:

Soon. Okay. Let's getto the actual questions then. How did yourfamily come tolive onafarm inlowa?

Vivian Carter:

Well, myfatherinherited it from his mother, his parents rather. And when he was married, thenhe and
his wife moved there and raised theirfamily there.

Speaker1:

Okay. Can you think of how yourdad's parents came to be on thatfarm or-

Vivian Carter:

Yes.

Speaker1:

...any furthergenerations than that?

Vivian Carter:

Well, they came from New York, my grandfatherdid. My grandmotherwas born in Ohio, | thinkit was.
Anyway, he came to lowaon the train from New York and came through Chicago at the time of the big
fire thatburned the city.

Speaker1:
So 1890s?

Vivian Carter:

He lost hisluggage onthe-

Speaker 1:
Oh, no.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah. And doingso, because itwas on the train, | suppose, when he wentto the hotel orwhereverthey
stayed. | don't know. But anyway, that was the story back then. So he came to lowa, he and his... He
wasn't married at that time, but he did find a woman there to marry and then they later... At that time,
his wife-to-be lived on a farm just outside of Nashua. And | neverdid hearhow he acquired the farm in
the very beginning, or his parents acquired the farm.
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Speaker1:
But theydid come uponit at some point aftertheyleft New York.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

Okay. So whatwould you say is your favorite story about growing up on a farm? Can you think of any
special little anecdotes?

Vivian Carter:

Well, there was a lot of work to do.

Speaker1:

| betthere was.

Vivian Carter:

Especially since | came from a large family, and there was not a lot of playtime. When you got old
enough to help with the workinvolved, you did. But my favorite times were the summer times, | think.
You could play outside and-

Speaker1:

Of course.

Vivian Carter:

...go swimminginthe riverand things like that you did with your brothers and sisters. There probably
are a lot of stories, if | could rememberthem all.

Speaker1:

Justmusterthemup.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

Well, you're free tointerrupt me if you can think of one.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah.But | do rememberthatwe hada hired girl and a hired man. The hired girl was like ahelperto my
mother, and the hired man was a helperto my dad.

Speaker 1:

Didthey have titlesatall?
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Vivian Carter:
No.

Speaker1:
No?

Vivian Carter:

No, they were just ordinary people and they probably got paid $5 maybe a week at the most.

Speaker1:

| thoughtyou were goingto say a day, and | figured that sounds normal for as far back as that is, but a
week.

Vivian Carter:

Andthey had room and board because they lived in our house, lived in asmall country home. It was very
small foras big a family as was raised there.

Speaker 1:
10, 11, 12 kids, right?

Vivian Carter:
10, yeah.

Speaker1:
Wow.

Vivian Carter:

But whenthe children, the girls and the boys, too, got old enough to help with the work, then the hired
help nolongerexisted.

Speaker1:

Justwasn't necessary anymore.

Vivian Carter:
No.

Speaker1:

But you met them?

Vivian Carter:
Oh, yeah.

Speaker 1:
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You knew them.

Vivian Carter:

| rememberthem. Notall of them, but| rememberone especially, that was very nice. She was good to
the kids and helpful. After | was married, she looked after my mother, keptin touch with herwhen
nobody else was available, so that was nice.

Speaker1:

That's sweet.

Vivian Carter:

Andthe hired man, they got on theirway. Sometimes the hired man ended up marryingthe hired girl.
That happened acouple of times.

Speaker1:

A couple of times?

Vivian Carter:

Anyway, when we got old enough to work, our grandmothertold us she'd give usa dollarwhenwe
learned to milk the cows. We had cows and pigsand lambs and what other... Chickens.

Speaker1:

That's one of my otherquestions.

Vivian Carter:

Is that another question?

Speaker1:

Yeah. What kind of animals did yourfamily raise? You justanswered that.

Vivian Carter:
Okay. Yeah.

Speaker1:

But, a dollar.

Vivian Carter:

Anyway, whenwe gotold enough tolearn how to milk, probably 10 years old. And we were so excited
because we would geta dollar. We never had any money at all. We soon learned that it was not fun to
go to the barn and milk cows.

Speaker1:

It's not worth a dollar.
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Vivian Carter:

Andas it turned out, | had a tonsillectomy right afterthat and so | was out of the barn and off of milking
for a short time. And my mothersays, "l need youinthe house more than the othertwogirls." So|
didn'thave to go back to the barn.

Speaker1:
Oh, no.

Vivian Carter:

| thought, wonderful.

Speaker1:

Do yourememberwhatyou spentthat firstdollaron?

Vivian Carter:

Very carefully.

Speaker 1:

Didyou live neartown at all?

Vivian Carter:

Five miles.

Speaker1:

Five miles.

Vivian Carter:

So we weren'table tojust... Butwe usedto go to town, itused to be a Wednesday nightthe stores
would be open, soall the farm people would go to town, especiallyinthe summerwhen it was hot. They
could cool off and visit with one anotherand buy groceries. There was always a band concert.

Speaker1:

Yeah?

Vivian Carter:

Uh-huh. And we usually gotice cream before we wenthome, anice cream cone. And that was a treat.

Speaker 1:

| imagine most of the dollars wentto that, havingbeen a kid myself.

Vivian Carter:

But | don't remember buying anything special with that dollar. | probably thought I'll have to save that.
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Speaker1:
That's good. That's a good-

Vivian Carter:

Saveit forcollege.

Speaker1:
That was a smart investment. So we already answered animals. It was cows, sheep, chicken, and-

Vivian Carter:

Pigs.

Speaker1:
And pigs.

Vivian Carter:
Chickens.

Speaker1:
That's it. But what kind of crops did your family grow?

Vivian Carter:

Okay. They grew oats, and they grew corn and hay and beans.

Speaker1:
Okay.

Vivian Carter:

Notthe kind we eat, but soybeans.

Speaker1:
Yeah, that's kind of the lowa classic, corn and beans.

Vivian Carter:
Right, right.

Speaker1:

The occasional hay. | haven't heard oats before. That's interesting.

Vivian Carter:

And now they just more or less grow corn and beans.

Speaker1:
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Corn and beans.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah. It's most profitable.

Speaker1:

Yeah. Andthese otherinterviews I've done, it's usually corn and beans, and there were a couple little
otheroutliercropsthey wouldlist, but not that many. It was mostly just corn and beans. And there
would be alfalfa, I think is the name of it.

Vivian Carter:

Hay, yeah. The hay crop would be alfalfa.

Speaker1:

But then they would stop growingitat some point because theyjustdidn'tneedto.

Vivian Carter:

Well, they didn't have any livestock to feed it to.

Speaker1:
Exactly.

Vivian Carter:

Or horses. We had horses, too.

Speaker1:
Oh, you did?

Vivian Carter:

Yeah. We called them work horses. They were great bighorses. | mean, they were-

Speaker1:
They were big?

Vivian Carter:

... huge. Yeah.

Speaker 1:

Were they bigor were youjust little?

Vivian Carter:

No, theywere big.
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Speaker1:
Okay.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah. If yougot on them, yourlegs spread out like this.

Speaker1:
Doingthe splits.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah. And we always had a big, huge garden.

Speaker1:

That's the next question. Did you raise any of your own food?

Vivian Carter:

Yeah, we raised all of our food except... Well, all of ourfood exce ptthe sugarand flourand the spices, if
we used much, which we didn't use many spices back then. And then my motherwould can.

Speaker1:
Oh, yeah.

Vivian Carter:

Big canning. We spentthe summer canningvegetables and fruit.

Speaker1:
| bet.

Vivian Carter:

We usedto buy peaches by the bushel basket or pears or apples. Always bought them by the bushel
basket.Soyou'd peelandyou'd peel and you'd peel, and then you can.

Speaker1:

| was peeling apples last weekend. Itis quite the chore to do.

Vivian Carter:

Itisa chore.ltisa chore.

Speaker1:

But yousaidyou did a little more work in the house than anythingelse?

Vivian Carter:

| did. My big outside chore was the chickens. Feed the chickens and gatherthe eggs daily.
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Speaker1:
Okay. How was doingthat?

Vivian Carter:

That was a much cleanerjob. | liked it better.

Speaker1:

Than milkingthe cows.

Vivian Carter:

But my job was to make the lunches forthe family before they wentto school. Everybody had to take
theirown lunch, and so | had to bake somethingevery day, becauseif you made acake, a big cake, it
would lastthe day and there'd be nothingleft for the next day.

Speaker1:

Yeah, with that many peopleinthe house.

Vivian Carter:

So that was my job, bake somethingand then make sandwiches foreight lunches every day.

Speaker1:

How early would you have to be doing that?

Vivian Carter:
5:00. | used to getup at 5:00, to getthat done.

Speaker1:

Was it just you hanging out in the morning, or were other people up at that point?

Vivian Carter:

In the kitchen, and my motherwas there, yeah. The rest of them were milking cows or whatever needed
to be done outside. Mostly taking care of the cattle. Feeding. Alot of feedingto do.

Speaker 1:

Oh, | bet. Lots of livestock, like you said. Oh, what was | going to ask? It's on the tip of my tongue. Oh,
whatdid you grow inthe garden, if you can remember?

Vivian Carter:

We grew tomatoes and sweet corn and peasand beans. We tried othervegetables like broccoli and
some cabbage. We grew cabbage. Those were the basics. The things like broccoli were not successful.
We usedthem, butthey had a tendency to attract bugs and worms so it was not-

Speaker1:

Carter (Completed 10/13/23) Page 10 of 20
Transcript by Rev.com


https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/YviUxfclkDnGJFVqHgKU9yZiFD4PlLWE0dNb6FrvxTNPsVCUOlJhhGTP1jveJyg9j2VbOJhZ4LFS81tcnjJurpIu75o?loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink&ts=0
https://www.rev.com/

This transcript was exported on Oct 16, 2023 - view latest version here.

Yeah, certain crops will do that.

Vivian Carter:

And nobody was that crazy about broccoli, either.

Speaker1:

| doubttheywere. Did you ever pickle any of your vegetables as opposed to canning?

Vivian Carter:

Yeah, cucumbers. Cucumbers. We grew melons, watermelons, occasionally.

Speaker1:
Oh, that sounds good.

Vivian Carter:

And muskmelon. That basicallyiswhat we grew in the gardens.

Speaker1:

But it was spices and flourand sugar that you would go into town on Wednesday to get.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

Did you supply your own produce... Or not produce-

Vivian Carter:
Butter?

Speaker1:
Meats.

Vivian Carter:

Meat, yeah.

Speaker1:
Yeah?

Vivian Carter:

The men would periodically butcheran animal and cut the meat up. We grew chickens. We dressed
chickensouttake themto the freezer. That was before you had yourown freezers. They hada bigonein
a locker, whatthey called a locker, intown. And then people would take whatever they wanted to

freeze totown, tothe locker. [t wasn't very handy because every time you wanted it-
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Speaker1:

You had to walk five miles to putyour chickeninthe freezer.

Vivian Carter:

We did have a car, though, or a horse and buggy. | can remember, when alittle girl, going to town with
my motherinthe horse and buggy. She was taking some eggs to town to sell and needed to buy some
groceries, and | gotto go. | feltreally-

Speaker1:
Really special today.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

| do see those, still, every so often, the Amish community around.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah, the Amish.

Speaker1:

Didyou evergetyourown freezerinthe house?

Vivian Carter:

Freezer?

Speaker1:
Yeah.

Vivian Carter:

Yes, eventually. Butsee, we didn't have electricityon the farm until | was probably a sophomore in high
school.Sothat would've been about 1915, or 1945.

Speaker 1:
Oh, okay.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

And I'm sure that would go for plumbing, too.

Vivian Carter:
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The plumbing we gota couple of years earlier. And I don't know why it took so longto get the plumbing,
but it was a mess. | rememberthat. But we finally did get plumbing and have anindoor bath.

Speaker1:

Gettingitset up was the mess, or just-

Vivian Carter:

Well, convincing my fatherto spend the moneytodoit was the problem at my house.

Speaker1:

| betit was, yeah.

Vivian Carter:

He was a pretty stubborn man. He did it such and such a way, and we coulddo itthe same.

Speaker1:

So you've kind of brought this up a little bit, but who did what kind of work onthe farm? Were there
certain chores assignedto certain people?

Vivian Carter:

Pretty much, although we were flexible. Mostly the men, the menand women both, worked at the
animal chores, like feeding the animals and carrying the food to them. The girls neverdid have to clean
the barn, thank goodness.

Speaker1:

Thank goodness.

Vivian Carter:

But they did help with the milking, and then laterit was you milked by hand until we got electricity.
Thenwe got in a separator, a milking machine and a separator, which separated the cream from the
milk. And soyou sold cream, and then you sold milk.

Speaker1:
Wow. And that was a little bit afterelectricity that you got those?

Vivian Carter:

Right afterelectricity.

Speaker1:
Right after?

Vivian Carter:
Uh-huh.
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Speaker1:

You were eagertouseit.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah. Everybody was glad to have a milking machine. You didn't have to sit underthe stinky cow and
milk the cow.

Speaker1:

How long would that take, would you say?

Vivian Carter:

Well, it depends on how much milk the cow was giving, probably 20 minutes. You had to clean the udder
with warm water so that the milk wasn'tinfected with...

Speaker1:
Yeah.

Vivian Carter:

So by the time you did that and you got her milked, and it was about 20 minutes.

Speaker1:
That only makes my back hurt a little bit, thinking about it.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah. It was notfun.

Speaker1:

Onethingl hearin theseinterviewsalotis weedingthe fieldsisareally bigchore, especially foryounger
kids, would you say?

Vivian Carter:
Weeding? Weeding.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Vivian Carter:
We neverhadto do that.

Speaker1:
Really?

Vivian Carter:
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We had a team of horses and what they called a cultivator. Forone thing, they didn't plantas many
seeds as they do today because they have fertilizers now that will grow many.

Speaker1:
That'll ensure that growth.

Vivian Carter:

Let's see, what was the question? Gone after.

Speaker1:

Oh, well, now I can't remember. Let me thinka moment. Weeding the fields.

Vivian Carter:

Oh, yeah. No, we neverhad to go out and weed. We had to go out and shuck oats. They cut the oats and
thentheyboundthemupintobundles.ldon'tknowif you've everseenabundle of oats or not.

Speaker 1:

I may have. I couldn'trecognizeitif | sawit, though.

Vivian Carter:

It was probablytwo feettall. They came in bundlesthat you could handle. They stacked a bunch of
bundlestogether, and you had this big golden pile of oats, with straw. Oats at the top and straw.

Speaker 1:
Oh, they grow instalks, don'tthey?

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:

| know whatyou're talking about.

Vivian Carter:

Like a grass.

Speaker1:

It's sort of like wheat.

Vivian Carter:
Uh-huh.

Speaker1:
Okay.
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Vivian Carter:

| can remember helping out with that, which I didn'tlike either, but you did it because it was expected.

Speaker1:

You've already brought up that milking machine and that separator. Did you use any othertype of high-
end machinery? Did you have a tractor or combine atany point?

Vivian Carter:

Notfor years, we didn't.| don'trememberwhatyear my dad finally got a tractor. But he didn'thave a
bigfarm, so he could get by withthe horses. Butthey usedto pickthe corn. Well, it took forever. They'd
take the team of horses with a wagon with sidesonit and pick the corn, throw it in the wagon. It'd go on
into almost November, December sometimes.

Speaker1:
| betit did.

Vivian Carter:

Now they justdrive along with their computerized machine, press abutton, and away they go. They
don't need todo anything butsitthere.

Speaker1:

Anothercouple of years, you're noteven goingto have to sitthere.

Vivian Carter:

Yeah, true. But that's the way itusedto be.

Speaker1:
Yeah. A lot of stuff has changed.

Vivian Carter:

Because youryields weren't very good. Things didn't cost as much, so youdidn't need as much money.

Speaker1:

Yeah. | can attest to that. | have anotherquestion, andit'son the tip of my tongue again. Oh, how many
acres was the farm, if you know?

Vivian Carter:

I thinkit was either 160, | think. 160 acres. There was one piece that was 80, and thenthere were a
couple of other pieces at different corners of the farmthen, and | thinkthose were another40 or 60
acres.

Speaker1:

Well, that seems pretty bigtome. | mean, I'm not very good with measuring.
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Vivian Carter:

A lot of itwas grassland. It wasn't all farmable.

Speaker1:
Well, yeah.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

So how would you use the grassland? Is that just livestock?

Vivian Carter:

Yeah, your cattle. We had dairy cows, of course, and they grazed the cattle inthe summertime. They
grazed-

Speaker1:
The grass.

Vivian Carter:

... the grass inthe pastures that they couldn't farm. Some of it was too wet, butit could make good
pasture.

Speaker1:

Yeah, | bet. There's a lot of really nice soil in lowa. So are there any members of your family still farming,
like siblings, direct descendants, anything?

Vivian Carter:

Well, notsiblings, but descendants, yes. Yes.

Speaker1:
Who would thatbe?

Vivian Carter:

Well, let me go through my family. My oldest brother's two boys, two of his boys, they're farming up
near Plainfield, lowa. And Dave's boys, he only had one boy, and he didn't farm. None of Todd's boys
farmed. My brother Todd just passed away here. We had his funeral the otherday.

Speaker1:
Oh, really?

Vivian Carter:
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Yeah, he was 91. He was gettingup there. And Jeff has a farm. He bought the home place where | grew
up, but he doesn't farm itanymore. He ownsit, and | think he leases the land out. So | guess you'd say
he's still farmingit, but not physically.

Speaker1:

So nearby farms are working the land, and he just kind of owns the property of it.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

But he doeslive on the original homestead?

Vivian Carter:

No, he livesintown. He's a carpenter. | think he built three houses, lived in all of them.

Speaker 1:
Wow.

Vivian Carter:

He's a beautiful builder. He built a spiral staircase that goes up in one of hishousesand it doesn'thave
any... It justspirals up. There's nothing to brace it there.

Speaker 1:

Wait, so there's no supportsonit?

Vivian Carter:
Uh-uh.

Speaker 1:

Is there a railing?

Vivian Carter:

Well, there's arailing. It curves, yeah.

Speaker1:

That makes me feel abit better. | would love aspiral staircase.

Vivian Carter:

It was beautiful.

Speaker1:
Ifl ever-

Carter (Completed 10/13/23) Page 18 of 20
Transcript by Rev.com


https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/YviUxfclkDnGJFVqHgKU9yZiFD4PlLWE0dNb6FrvxTNPsVCUOlJhhGTP1jveJyg9j2VbOJhZ4LFS81tcnjJurpIu75o?loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink&ts=0
https://www.rev.com/

This transcript was exported on Oct 16, 2023 - view latest version here.

Vivian Carter:

But he had to figureitall out soit wouldn'ttumble down, soitwould stand there.

Speaker1:
| hopeithasn't.

Vivian Carter:
No, it hasn't.

Speaker1:
Well, that's really all the questions that | have.

Vivian Carter:

It was a differentlife. So much differentthanitis today. Are you comparing this with today's farmers?

Speaker1:

Well, I'm not sure. Thisis more of justa retrospect project, but do you have any thoughts on that at all?

Vivian Carter:

Well, I'mnotintoit, so | guess not.

Speaker1:

Otherthanitis very, very different. Just driving by, seeing all of these more modern farms, all their
machinery. It's crazy.

Vivian Carter:

But if you notice, there are very few buildings left on the farms anymore.

Speaker1:

Yeah, exceptforthe-

Vivian Carter:

Nobody lives there.

Speaker1:

Exceptfor the biggarages and stuff. There are occasional ones.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

Sometimesthere's just alittle patch of land, but that person might not necessarily own the fields. They
mightjustlive outinthe country. Like my aunt, she has somethingsimilar.
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Vivian Carter:

But for lowabeing such an agrarian place, youdon'tsee any livestock anymore. It'srare if you do.

Speaker1:

Oh, yeah. Very, very few compared toI'm sure whatyou would've seen.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

We have the occasional fields of goats and cows and such, but nowhere nearas bigas you're describing.

Vivian Carter:

No, no. No bigdairy functions. Well, ours wasn't so big. Everybody, they had a little bit of this, thisand
that, sothey had everythingthey needed.

Speaker1:

Yeah. Now everything's a bit more focused. Like you have a dairy-exclusive farm. If you could even really
call it a farm anymore. It's more of a warehouse.

Vivian Carter:
Yeah.

Speaker1:

But yeah, that'sall | had. Thank you so much for meeting with me. We really appreciateit.

Vivian Carter:

A longtime ago.

Speaker1:

A longtime ago, indeed.
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