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Farms  which  have  requested  assis±ance  from  ±he  District  and
which  have  b€`en  soil  napped  as  of  January   1,   1955.
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DISTRICT   ACTIVITIES

1955

During  1955  the  District  Commissioners  held  twelve  regular
meetings  at  the  Dis±ric±  Office  in  Tip±on  I.o  conduct  the  affairs
o±  your  dislric±.

In  January,  J.  S.  Smilh  represented  the  Disiricl  a±  the  Soil
Conservation  S.horl  Course  held  al  Iowa  'S±a±e  College.

In  February,  I'he  Dis±ric±  held   its   annual   meeting   in   the
Tiplon  Library.    Ken  W-agner  was  the  principal  speaker.    Coffee
and  doughnu±s  were  furnished   by   ±he   Cedar  Cdun±y  Bankers'
Association.

`Bill   Allen,   agTicu±ural  `represenla±ive   for   KSTT,   met   with
±he  commissioners  in  April  and   made  a recording   lo'  be   used
throughout  the  midwes±  by  the  Keyslone  Fence  Company.    Fiff.y
pounds  Of  Vernal  alfalfa  was  delivered  ±o  Warren  Bowstead  for
an  experimental  project.

During  May  ±he   F.  F.  A.  Soils   Judging   Con±es±  was   held.
Geo.  Kiser  presented  ±he  plaque  ±o  ±he.Tip±on  I..  F.  A.  Chapter
w.hich  won  bhe:..conlest.       J.  S.  Smfih   presented;`..prizes. :ie  the
winriers   Of   ±he   Counfty  Conservation  Scrapb6ok;::.Condesl. which
was  comple±ed  in  May.

Herb  Holdorf,  s±uden±  trainee  from  Iowa e `College,  're-
ported  in  June  for  work  in  the  Dis±ric±  during   the  three  sum-
mer  mon±hs.

The  Cedar  Disfric±  aeded  as  host  ±o  the  commissioners  and
soil  conservation  service.  personnel  .a±
in  West  Branch  on .Sunday,  July  '3iJ

picnic  at  Hdover  Park

A  ±wiligh±  pas±ure  ±our    was    held   .ira .....,`connec±ion   .`wi,±h   '±he
Ex±ension  Service  al  ±he  Gech  Brown  farm   a±   Mechanddsville.

The  Work  trrii±  Consefvalionis±  aHended  ±he  I irs±  sia'Iewide
meeting  in  Iowa  for  soil  conservation  service  personnel  during
Sep±ember.    Herb  Hdi`dorf  ivho  had  been  working  in .the .'Dis±ric±
during  ±he  summer  re±urmed  lo -Iowa  Sla±e  College.

In   Oc±ober,   the   Dis,±ric±   sponsored   Dick   Elijah   of   Cla±ehce
who  enbered  the  Area  Plowing  Conles±  in\  Clin±on   County.



On  November  3, the  District  held  a  lerracing  demonstration
al  the  Marvin  Mallie  farmi.    PichITes  Of  the  demonstration  are
showzi  in  this  repoth

The  commissioners  met  with  the County A.  S.  C.  CommiHee
during  December  ±o  work  out  plans  for  the  1956  A.  S.  C.  Pro-
gram.    They  also  worked  out  and  approved  goals  for  the  1956
calendar  year.

IN.I.ORMATIO`N   PROGRAM

A   weekly   column    enlilled    "Williams'    Wanderings"    was
slairled.   This  is  published  by  four  weekly  papers  in  the  county
and  has  been  well  accepted  by the  publishers.`   F'our  newslel±ers
were  sent  Io  all    disdric±   cooperators   during   the   year.

The  Cedar  Rapids  Gaze±±e   ran   an  excellent   feature  story
on  the  E'rancis  Moffil  and  Marvin  Ma]lie  farms  during  Soil 'Con-
serva±ion  Week.

utourtesy  Of  Cedar  Rapids  Gazette

Marvin  Mollie    building    a  terrace  with  a    whirlwind    terracer    at    the    dem®n-
Btrotion  on  his  farm.



Commissioners,   technicians   and   clerks   Of  the   Cedar   County   Soil   Conservation
District   are   .pi.chired   above.      Seated   left   to   right   are    Lucille   Farnum,   Clerk;
Goo.  Kiser,  chairlnan  Of  the  commissionersL;   and  Kathryli,  Jensen,   clerk.    Standing
are   James   Smith   and   Win.   Wertzbaugher,   commissioners;   Don   Williams,   Work
Unit   Conservationist;   and   Clarence   Beyer,   Conservation   Aid.

sua`4MARy   OF   pR,OGREss.
Because  this  is  ±he  len.th  yeal  ±he  Disfric±  has  been  in  exist-

ance,  we  believe  ±hal  the  fo±al  accomplishments  lo  dale  will  be
of  iuteres±,  as  well  as  those for  1955.    Progress  has  often  seemed
slow, but we feel  lhal  i±  is  sigliifican±  and  impor±anl  Io  point  out
lha±  the  amount  Of  conserv@Iion  app.lied   ±o    the   land    has  in-
cre.ased  each  year.

Accomplishment  I±em                       1955
Dis±ricl   cooperalors                                 63
Basic  conservation  plans                       36
Con±our  farming
S±ripcropping
Pas±ure  planting
Hederok  planfrog
Wildlife  area  improvement
S±ruc±ures   (`Concrele)
Farm  ponds
Tile` drainage
Terracing
Watercourses

3133   Acres
136   Acres
274   Acres
120   Rods

Acres

To Dale
462
265

18869
.    1244

1294
40220

88
13

12

803718   LF.                          1001075
5  Miles                                           12
28 Acres                                   164

The  District  owns  a  whirlwind  lerracer  which  is  available
±o  the  farmers  in  Cedar  County  on  a  rental  basis  of  Sl.50  per
hour,



-Courtesy  of  Cedar  Rapids  Gazette

Geo.  Blake,  operating  grader  owned  by   Jesse   Kohl   of  West  Branch   at  the  ter-
racing   demonstration   on   Marvin   Mollie  farm.

SuiMMARY  0F  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS

1946    The  Cedar  County Soil  Conserva±ion  District  was  organized
MaLrch   11,   1946,  as  the  sck±y-sixth  dislricl  in  ±he  S±ale  of
Iowa.    Arnold   Meie.I,   Amos,  Suchomel   and   Robert   Kelly
were  elected  commissioners.    Amos  Suchomel -resigned  be-
cause  Of  his  health   and   Floyd  Fawce±I  was  appointed  lo
lake his  place.    The  distric±  program  and  work  plans  were
prepared   along  with   Memorandum  Of   Understanding  be-
Iween  the  Dis±ricl   and   Soil   Gonserva±ion  .Service.

1947    Philip  Poland  repor±ed  as  Work  Unj,I  Conservalionis±.

1948    Philip  Poland  resigned  ±o  go  farming   and   Don  Williams
replaced  him  as  Work  Unit  Conserva±ionisl.

1949 '  Melvin  Bird  repor±ed  as  Conservalionisl  Aid  ±o  help  lake
care  Of the  increased  layout  work.    Sla±e  funds  were  made
avail.able  ±o  pay  commissioner`s  expenses  and  ±o  hire  ad-
di±ional  technical  and  clerical  assistance.



_RE

1950    George  Riser  was  elected  as  a  commissioner  for  a  six-year
term.    The  Dis±ricl  purchased  a  ±6rracer  from  stale  funds
±o  be  made  available   ±o   I armers  on  a  rental  basis.    Win.
Werfabaugher  was  appointed  as  commissioner   ±o   replace
E'Ioyd  I-awceH  who  resigned  because  of  his  health.

1951    Jo  Ann  Smith  was  employed   from   s±a±e  funds  as  a  part-
lime  clerk.    The  Dislric±  sponsored  a  scrapbook  con±esl  for
grades  I our  through  eight.

-Courtesy   of   Davenport   Democrat

Don   Wi]liams,   Farm   Planner,   looking  at  a  large   "Wier   Notch"   Structure   built
on   the   Darrel   Brown   farm.



1952    Jim  Smith  was  eleded  as  a  commissioner  for  a  six-year
fern.   The Soft Conservation  Service was  made responsible
for  ACP  layout  and  inspection  grea±ly  increasing  the  load
o'n  the  technical  pers`onnel.  Melvin  Bird,  Conservation  Aid,
resigned  ±o  farm.  He was  replaced  by  Clarence  Beyer.  M..ss
Donna  Wolf  and  Mrs.  Gloria  Yock  worked  as  stale  clerks
on .part  ±ime  basis.

1953    The Distric±  again  sponsored  a  sarapbock  coinesl  for grades
five  through  e.igh±.    A  county-wide  air  tour  was  held  I ®r
the  firs±  fine;  seventy-six  ±cok  this  tour.    Lucfl]e  E'arnum
was  employed  as  part  lime  slate  clerk.

1954    Win,  W'erlzbaugher  was 'relelecded  as  a  commissioner  for  a
six-year  term.    Mrs.  Ka±hryn  Jensen  was  employed  on  a
half-lime  basis  as  s±ale  clerk  so  ±ha±  someone  woiultd  b®  in
the  office  at  all  ±!,mes.    A  scrapbook  con±esl .and  air  tour
were  again  sponsored  ±his  year.

1955    The  summary  of  1955   is   con±atned   in   the   main  body  of
this  report.

FINAN'CIAL   FIEPORT

The  S±ale  .Of  Iowa  makes  available  ±o  each  Dislric±   limited
funds  .lo   assis±  with   dislric±   operalibns.    Expendi±ures  of  such
funds  in` our  Dislricl  during  1955  were  as  follows:

Dislricl  Operation  Experises    ( 1A  Budged )
Con±ests       ..     .   ; ...........   `    ....

Commission6T's  mileage
Office  Supplies    .
Meeting   expenie.      ..I       `..
Ma.terial  fo.I '.demonslrafions

( Lath  for .-'slaking  file )
Office   exp&ris.e
Publiei±y       -

•,.

To±al  Expchdilures    „ $393.02

Clerical  and  technical  aLssislance    ( 2A  Budget )
Clerical        ..                                                                                                 1948.10
Technical      ..                                                                                                  70.14
Technical  travel  expense      ..                                                           4.62

Total  expendi±ures      .,                                                                       2022.86



-Oourfery  Of  Davenpout  Demeerat

Don  Wflllamg,  mrm  Plann®r.  inxpcets  a  concrbt®  strqctqr¢  ui!ed  for   watering
]lve8tock  on  the  Anders  Mather  farm.

COOPERATING   GROUPS

As  in  previous  yeap§,  Ieshnioal  assistance  was  provided  lo
the  Dislric±  through .cooperaffion  Of  the  U.  S.  D.  A.  Soil  Con-
serration  Service.   Don  Wfllians  and  Clarence  Beyer  continued
in  their  assignments  with  The  I)islricL

Through  funds  made  available  lo  The  Didrict  by  the  Shale
Of  Iowa,  Mrs.  Lucille  .Famum  and  bdrs.  Kay  Jensen  have  each
been  employed  on a half-fine  basis  as  district  clerks.    Hober±
Kelly  Of  Clarence  and  Hobeut  Werfebaugher  Of  Alalissa  have
worked  as  lechnical  assistants,  both  on  a  park  tine  basis.

The  Iowa  Slale  College  Ex±enstorL  Service  through  Howard
Hamil[on,  County  Extension  Director,  provided  assistance  with
lhe  educational  work  in  soil  conservation.



The  Cedar  County  A.  S.   C.  CQmmi±±ee   cooperaled   closely
through  adminis±raEion  Of  the  ACP  E'ederal   Cos±  Sharing  Pro-
gram.

The  F.  F.  A.  .Chapters  in  lhe  coumly,  ±hrough  Ehe  guidance
of  their  Vodo  Ag.  teachers,  have  also  worked  wl±h  the  Dishic±.

To  ±he  above  groups,  and  ±o  all  o±hers  who  have  assisled`  i`n
the  aonserva±ion  program,  we  wish  ±o  express  our  appreciation.

A   LOOK   AT   1956.

As  we  look  ahead  lo  1956;  the  piclure  is  somewhat  clouded
by  the  uncer±ain±ies   of  farm  prices  and   income,  possible  new
farm  programs,  and-as  always-uncertain  wea±her.

However,  there  are  some  ±hings  of  whicth  we  can  be  sure.
The  critical  soil  mois±ure  problem  makes  i±  inpera±ive  ±ha±  we
underline  WATE:R  when  we  think  of  "Soil  and  Waler  denser-
va±ion"  and  do  every`Thing  we  can  -±o  re±aEn   ±he  mo5slure  lha±
is  made  aLvall'able  ±o  us.    IE  is  an  established  fae±  ±ha±  the  us6`
of  contour  ±illage  opelralions.,  perhaps  in    connec±ion  wi±h  slrijp-
cropp.ing   or   terraces,   will  go far   toward   reducing   runoff   and,
of  course,  retain  rainfall  for  use  by the  growing  crops.

Also  as we  are  faced  with. ±he, urgent  Hecessi±y  for  increas-
ing  efficiency  alid.reducing  cos±  ®f   pEoduc±ion;  i±  is  well  for  us
±o  remember  that  one  of  ±he  main  "hidden"  cos`Es  in  crop  pro-
duction  is   the   Loss  of  plant   food   nuirien±s   and   organic   maller
by  soil  erosion.   `The  was±e  of  ±hese  resources  wi±h  ±he  expecla-
fion   of`  replacing   ±honi  by    u;e  of    commerc:iaL    ferHlizer:   is   a
tux.iiry  lhaE `we  aanrich. affiord':`    1±  is  impoHanl  ±o  remember  ±hat
in.soft  ferfili±y  "a  penny.  saved  ls  a ,penny  earned."    Lowered
farm  income  may.  cause  ±he  post,ponemen±  of  ±he  ins±alla'±.ioui  of
more  costly  conservali®n  measures,  however,  i±  is  a  simple  fact
±ha±  any  farmer  ca-n  `@pply   such'  things    as   con±ourind,    slrip-
cropping,  terraces,  e±c.  WITH   LITTLE    OR   NO    CAsiH  COST.
(Bul  don'±  forge±'`  Io  keep  in  mind  ±ria±  ±Le  ,Federal   Cosl-Share
under   1956   ACP   Program   has   be`en   increased   appreciably. for
many   praclices.}



Perhaps this is the year ±hal we should re-examine our farm-
ing  operations  and  adop±  ±ho§e  prac±ices  which  have  been  post-
poned  loo  long.

The  NEE:D  was  never  grealer!

Your  Dis±ric±  Commissioners,

GEO.  R.  RISER,  Chairman
JAMB,S   SMITH
WM.  W.  WERTZBAUGHER

-Courtesy  ®f  Cedar  Rapids  Gazette

Clarence   Beyer,   Soil    Conservation   Aid,   demonstrating   the  use  of  a  disc    plow
for  building  terraces  at  a  demonstration  on  Marvin  Mollie  farm.
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