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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

To all the people of Kossuth County interested in preserving and maintaim.ng 

the ~roductivity of the fertile soil which nature has endowed~ 

This is the lOth anniversary of the organization of the Kossuth County Soil 

Conservation Districto The District _was established by the vote of the landowner s 

of Kossuth County, who voted into office three Co~issioners to administer the 

program in the Countyo 

It has been my privilege to be elected as a Commissioner three timeso During 

rnv tenure of office I have served as Chairman for nine years~ 

We have had many pleasant experiences in serving as Commissionerso The 

cooperation from the various agencies in which we have come in contact, made 

much improvement in land useo 

As we look over the County, we see only a beginning of the job to be done~ 

We have 329 farm plans completed in regard to technical assistance. It is of 

course up to the man on the f arm to put into practice the ~~owledge he has gained 

from this serviceo 

We wish to thank all the people who so generously helped in advertising in 

the Soil and Water Magazine which featured Kossuth County a few months ago, and 

made it possible to mail a copy to every farmer in Kossuth Countyo 

In conclusion let me say a hearty thanks t o every one in the County who in 

any way contributed to the success of the conservation program and soil 

I.et. 1lS makA 1958 better. 

Yours truly, 

KOSsJ C~TY~ATION 
DIST1i.ICT GOVii:RIITNG BODY 
J. C, SKOW, Chairman 

/ 
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KOSSUTH COUNTY ~OIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

AJ\Tl~UAL REPORT FOR 1957 

ALGONA, IOWA 

We usually hold our regular meeting on the fourth Thursday of the mo·T~h -:; 

Tr~s year we held 12 regular meetings and one special meetinge Those who 

usually attend our meetings in addition to governing body member s are assistm:.t, 

conunissioners 1 Walter Crunpney and Joe Skow; Treaswer Glen Jenkinson; Extensic'.1 

Director Dean Barnes ; and Wor k Unit Conservationist Lyle Riedingero Area 

Conservationist Joe Colgan$ Conservation Aids Sidney Johnson and Eugene 

Arndorfer and District Cler k Elizabeth Hoover attend a ~unber of our meetings!iJ 

· On September 8, J.957 J Co Skow atte nded t he Annual Conference for District 

Commissioners at Ames" We also attended State and District ACP and soil bank 

meetingso 

Attendance at our Annual meeting for Distr ict Cooperators this year was 

about 180. Tre.1surer Glen Jenkinson ser ved as i·.1aster of Ceremonies, Jo C11 Skow 

presented the awards to the three outstanding conservation farmers Burdette 

Hoeppner, George Olsen and Mr·s 0 Edna Harr and Ralph Morgan(/ (They were 1956 

·winners~) Wal ijer Campney presented the l and judging award to the Swea City 

FFA chapter. Members of the tean were Bob Kalt.ved~ Maurice Blair, Bill Wislms, 

Howard Roalson and Harlan Rippentrop. llfrro Clifford VanBerkum is the advisor~ 

Charles Ballantyne, Extension Soil Conservati onist, gave the evening addresso 

I Albert Johnson.9 Corwith, Walter Campney, Burt and Ernest Heidecker, Lakota, 
ll 

.served as election officials at the election for Di::>trict Commissioner. 

Jo c. Skow was re-elected as a District Commissionerc 

The Extension Service has a memorandum of understanding by which it agrees 

to help us carry out our Educational pr0gramo They also assisted in the soil 

bank . program enrl fo:rmnlH ti.orJ of the ACP program. 
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The Soil Conservation Service has provided assistance to the District by 

furnishing two full time men.~~ plus help for soil surveys and engineering wo:ck 

from the Area Office o They have given District Cooperators assistance in i;h.J 

planning ::tnd applying soi.:i. conservation and drainage practi·)9Sn 

Tow·s, dem:mstr.01.·:;io:1.s, contests or general meetings d"<aling with soil and 

·vc.2ter conseryat5.on fox· e.dnlts and others were held last yr;aro ai'e c>.s fo:.ihows·; 

Township N3C 
Committeemen 

Cooperators 
Meeting 

Cooperators 
Meeting 

(})operators 
Neeting 

Soil Bank 
)Jeeting 

(;,)operators 
1::eeting 

Cooperators 
Meeting 

Cooperators 
Me sting 

Cooperators 
meeting 

Cooperators 
Meeting 

1 '·· il IL'7 I J ,., ~ 

v:reek of 
1 '1' ··r.:·7 -·/ LJ./ .J 1 

Week of 
l/2l/S7 

1/20/5? 

1/28/~;7 

1/28/57 

2/ 4/57 

2/ 6/57 

21 7/C.'? ., 

Sign up meeting for cost sharing • 

Fa.:rm planning rHY3ting <::.t co0perators 
ho~ras of :Clnlma\' .LJ.ngur:;,.. George Sea'::;.c·t>gJl 
Bt.t~c1.ettE:: It~·ap;:r·H:J:)."~ Er~lcost Heidecker~ 
C._, W0 Scl'::~~.c·htir.g.J El'.t·.:r; Folicerts and 
LJ.oJd Barclett,~ about SO attendingo 

Sa1n.e as a.bove.s movie on 11Soil Conservation 
wi t.b. reguJ.,~r fHr·w Eqti:i.~Jment" was shovvn 
to the gr·.)t.ps~. a.l.)out ~::J attending o 

Dj 2~ussed field. ,<JJ'ranf!sments for the 
acl.v<c!!Ceme::r:, of e,1nse:r·i'a.tion~ drain.s.ge 
anr ... effici?ncy i.~l opeJ.'s.tion,met at the 
same homes as a:uoue, about 50 a.ttendingo 

Review the soil bank program at 
Esthervi'~lElo 

Dis~usse,'•. farrr. ~;;:.anning at the home of 
Bu:n;.te.tte :::ct:>pp:~e:~ o 

Di8cussod farm planning at Portland 
Center .S s; :ool., 

Disc'J.ss..c:': .. soil conserva·tion at Hebron 
Cor.ntm::.~,,;: Hallt, 

Dissu.s138s. Aoil conservationo .Meeting held 
at. ~~T·Ycr·is Quam~s homeo 

D:i f: :·t~s.c::~·d. ::>c>il conservation,. Meeting held 
at ·~he L·.~:_;;:.'.on He.ll in Titonka. 



Cooperators 
Meeting 

Cooperators 
Meeting 

Cooperators 
Meeting 

Farm Bureau 
Meeting 

Ledyard Farm 
Bureau Meeting 

Soil & Water 
Magazine 

Regional 
meeting 

Annual meeting 
and election 

Whittemore Jre 
High School 

3oil Stewardship 
Week 

Badge for Eagle 
Scout:J 
Conservation Merit 

2/11/57 

2/14/57 

2/15/57 

2/14/57 

2/22/57 

Mon'iih of 
February 

3/11/57 

3/18/57 

3/25/57 

4/19/57 

Week of 
June 16 

I ::.e.•ra Soil Conservation 
Achievement Con:t.est 'i'/ 8/!)? 

Queen of the 
Furrow Contest 

- , '?air Booth 

7/31/57 

8/14, 1~ 
16 & 1'{ 
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Discussed soil conservation. Buffalo 
Center Voc. Agri. class and instructor 
visited the meeting held at Hebron 
Cornmuni ty Hall ct 

Discussed soil conservation0 Meeting ho.1.t! 
at the Legion Hall in Titonka. 

Dis cussed soil conservation<~ Meeting he •. d. 
at Jrant School. 

Di.scussed soil conservationtr Meeting h9ld 
at J..,egion Hall Titonkao 

Showed a movie on soil conservation.:~ 

Featured I(ossuth County in the Soil and 
Water Co~1servation Magazine. Distributed 
to all Kossuth farmers and land owners. 

District Corr~issioners and cooperating 
agencies o 

Sel8C'tion of practices for 1958. 

Anrr:,c11 meeting of District Cooperators 
anc.l election of Distric:"t Conmdssionero 
Held at Burt with 180 attending~ 

Fielu trip to the Arnold Metzger farm. 

Ph&mplets on Soil Stewardsh:i.p Week and 
Selected Sermons sent to all 1\llinisters 
on :r·equost. 

Assistance given to David, Robert and 
Rich.'lrd liutchins and Buc Buchanan~ 

District Cooperators Leslie Johnson, 
C,) Wo Schlichting and To Eo Lagerstrom 
were selected as the three outstanding 
farmerso 

Ma.rilyn Seiler, Algona and Darlene 
Callies, 'l'itonka, were selected as 
Kossuth County candidates 0 

r:oss·u.th Cot..nty Fair • 



Report on Spring­
brook Camp 

Plowing Match 
& Field Day 

Soil Judging 
~l.'uur 

Soil Judging 
Tour 

Soil Judging 
Contest 

Burt Farm 
B-ureau Meeting 

st. Joe 
Ueeting 

8/22/57 

9/22/57 

9/13/57 

9/20/57 

9/25/57 

12/11/57 

12/ 2/57 
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l\!J'rs, Newbrough, Burt Jr. High Teacher, 
reported at the regular Commissioner-s 
meeting on her summer course. She was 
s·.~holarship ·winner of the Kossuth 
Districto 

Held by Armstrong FF A Chapter • 

Field trip - Swea City FFA ChapterQ 

Field. trip - Algona FFA Chapter. 

3-rrea C:L ty, Ti tonlm and Algona FF A Chapters 
p<3.rticipated in the contest. 

lli.scussed soil conservation. 30 attendedo 

Discusso(l. soil conservation. About 
25 attend;o.o 

Regular weekly news paper columnc a:ce written by the Work Unit 

Conservationist and the Com::Ly Extension Director o rrhese columns carry the 

activities of the District and the accomplishments in the District. Special 

news articles have been written on tho annual 1neeting and other special eventso 

Newspapers in the County carrying articles abo,lt so.~J. conservation the past 

yeal' were the Swea City Herald, Bancroft R.ec;ister, LuVerne 'l'ribune, Wr.d.ttemore 

Champion~ Lakota Review j Titonka rropj.c, Kossuth County Advance and the Algona 

Upper Des Moines~ 

During the past year the number of new Fa.rmer-m.strict agreements signed 

was 66 {\ rrhis ~•rings the total to-date to 459 agl•eements signed~ 
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Practices applied during the year of 1957 were as follows: 

Contouring Farming - - - - - - - 5ho ACo· 

Wildlife Area Improvement- - 3 Ac, 

Ditch Construction - - ---- 4,187 CoYc 

Drop Inlets- - - - - - - --- 1 No. 

Tile Drainage- - - - -

Diversion Construction - - -

Open Drains ---- - ------- 5,886 CoYo 

Drainage 
.. ______ 

------~ 32Bv7 Ace 

Watenray Development ... e4 Ac4 

Farm Ponds --- --- 2 Noo 

Basic Farm Plans - - - -- --- .. Noo .: : .. .. 

The Kossuth County A,S qCo has transZ8rred to the s.c,s. 5% of the County · 

8.llocation to provide assistance to ACF' p:1rtic:Lpants in their soil and water 

conservation program 11 During the ye8l~ thare were 175 farmers with 92 completing 

the practices. The balance were not interested in doing it this yearl The 

5% funds turned over to SCS has been used to p.s.y for t:c·avel and hire additional 

part~time help to service AC? participant.s o 

The District has continued the policy of having a full-time clerk paid 

from the State funds •· During the past year t~1ere were 742 office callers 

and 261 phone callso 

We believe the Soil Conservation Service should furnish more help to 

our District for the year beginning next July 1 and ending June 30 the 

following year. There is an increasing interest in farm planning and soil 

cons ervat.ion practices • 



We wish to express our appreciation for the assistance and cooperation 

'\' given to the District from the following Federal agencies: Extension 

Service, Soil Conservation Service, A.s.c., and lJ., s. Fish and Wildlife 

Service. 

Nmvspapers, civic groups and other groups have done much to spread the 

work of the District program~ 




