Beaman Faye Final Tribute To flayoie

Hoate of friende atiend Funeral Rites for "Billy” ledr Thureday afterncon. Burdied dn
Uienna Cemeterny on land hios fanily once owned.

Beaman, Cct. 24, 7930, >

Hoots of [riends gathered here yesierday afterncon to pay their final tribuite to
viddiom Fo (Billy) Ueir, maycr of Beaman and a member of the town council for a
dozen yeare, who died Hgnday following a <troke of paralysior The services were held
in the Methodist church here in charge of Reve #a R Schmdidt, of lecheniceville, formet
pasitor here, assdoted by Rev. George licliichael, the new Heihodiet paotor.

Sdx High School loye, members of the Junior Band which fr. dedir, an odd Lime musdic-
{an, recently organized, acted ao pelllbearers. They were Frank ldller, ji., Leon Smith,
Keith [yerns, Xeith Rowe, Lawrence Zink and John Henwy lickersoiis

The many fleoral tributes were cored for by Heodames L. K. Botnen,j. 7. Andercon,
Chailes M. Rowe, lialter Goos, Uarren S. Galter and Re Hl. Reece. There were dozens of
floral offerings, including a huge wreath from the local 7.0.0.7. lodge, of which
e Ueir was an active memlrer for many yeatd.

Burial was in the new addition to the Udenna cemetery sowth of town which the
cemetery asaociction recently acquired from the bteir family. The lond on which the
cemetery Lo docated a&ig&mb&; belonged to the Weir family and wae pgat of the odd
homestead esetiled in 1832 when dfn. beir came with hie parents #o Jowae

Ko lledr waos the dost of his family except a olster, ines Do Bo Simmos of Deamane
His parenits, an dinfant biother, and ancther sdoter, Jeanette Clow, preceded him 4in
d&(!/tj?ae

Relatives and friends from o distance atiending the services were . and linse.

Do 1o Antonides, fNoxth Platie, lelis,;Rs o DelPew, liarchalliown: Hn. and s, Lee DePew,
Luverne} Leonard DePew, Chris and (lenn Ulliich, flne. Stella Rockwood and daughiler,
Nildred, all of Anboy, Jdl.; fne and flrs. Bert loudy, Paxton, IJdl.; énse e Lo Ford,
Chicago; fins and Wese He Co Jensen, Foat Dodge; . and Faoe To #e Clow, Todedoj

e and Brse Widlliam Vedmar and flise flargaret Sdnme, Harshalltown; fine and fiee, Kedd

. lmmae, Greenfield;flr. and line, #. Co WUddleton, filo and Caryl and lir. and fss He Fo
Mddleton, Grundy Center,
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flager of Beaman, Who Died Honday Figuied dn Old Grundy Ceunty Bands

Liscond friends of layor il Hedir, of Deaman, oa "Billy" beir, as he was called by
his frdends, were shocked to read of his death Honday ot Beaman.

fine Weir was one of the old-time musiciano of Beaman, and the otouy cof his orgon-
izing a fife and daun corps arong the menbers of the ciily council, soon afier taking
oilice as mayor, probally the only crganization of 4i's kind dn a city councll anpwhere
in the United Sitales, went from coasi ia coast, {riends in Onaha, California, cnd in
eqodern atates sending him clippings of the ositoiy. The city council fife and Jiaum
corps played at the Decoration iay services at Seaman dast yeais

Recentdy in. Ueir had organized a band of deventeen pieces among the gounger Loys
of the Beaman community and he came to Liscomb recently to visdi with Clner Boyd, who
has had a wide experience dn the orgondizaiion of junior bands and cichesiras, and Lo
discies with him some prollems dn bass clef, lncstrumentation, and other quesitions that
hod come up 4in the woil of the land,

— aare wmo oo e dassr w— -

e Wedlr and fine Doyd and his boys had ofiten played together An the Beaman bLand cnd
also dn the Contad band, and the two veteran bandmen had a good visdit. They fodd of
"once upon a time’ when they weni io Ames to play at esome affair at the codleye about

( winty years agos The Beaman band was just back of the dive stock in the grand parades
“un those days the college herd was not s6 sophisticated and at the finei lLoomd boomd
of the bass drum, the cattle broke and nran, scatterdng thiu the crowd on the campus,
“masd causding a rdoid among the speciatoirs.
' o Geir came to the Beaman nelghlorhood from Lee County, Jdlinois, 4n 1862, when a

if T4e The fonily cettled in Uienna #fownshdip on what Lo known ao the odd Erxtle

, divding there wuntil movding to Beaman 4n 79710, (Cont'd)



( Recall Carly Band Daye=Cont'd,)
Odd Band Formed in '70ae

The "Old Beaman Band"was orgunijzed in the '70e, probabdy noi many yeare after the
oagandization of the old Liscoml band, and Det Hunier, of Eldora, wae it'e dnotructole
Clyde and Xenneith llioney, neighlor boys, wanted Billy Weir to join the band. The band -
needed a sodo alto plager, Billy got an dnotwument, was shoun how to play the ocale,'
was todd "fHou'll do" and lecame a full-fledged Landman.

At that time £d4 Young was direciing the band and odd Southwell's music books, three
volumes, were used. They had reol solo alte parts and £d {oung wae conetantly playing
something different. Billy Weir practiced every spate minute until he could play every
plece in the three lLooks, According to odd time players, &d joung was a real solo cornel
plager and could play ell day long and never tire,

Four Altos lake Band

And both Weir and Boyd declared that every band muwst have a good alio, and that four
good altos make a whole band.

The €4 Young band fLinally disappeared and a new band wes oagandized which . Weda
called the &d Pettit band, E&d Pettlit had been a irailroad nan and came lback Lo Seaman
and took chorge of the station, fle was a fine cornet playger and ployed grade fout
musdic easilips Clarence Pettit, his brother, was in the harness busineoss and played
baritone, John and Chardey and Claude flickerson were din this band as were John, &d,
and Frank filler and Billy Gelr and a number of others., George Beery played ihe
base dreum and Asa liddicton the onare. There were no tronbones at that time, the tenoi
horn taking the place of the alide,

Anderson Feuned Band

Ed Petiit was taken sdick and died very suddendy, and after he was gone the lLand died
down. But Bearan couldn'it get along without a baend and another band was organized
which B, Weir called the "Shine' fAnderson band"”, which flourished for <ome yeara.

M. Anderson moved to this clty (forehalltown) and now has a band among Ficher Governox
Company emplogees. Aiter the days of the Shine finderson band, a community band wae
arganized with players from both Conrad and feaman. They played ihe weekly conceiis
. at Conred duting the oummer months for several yectsy, duil mary of the plajeis noved

- away and the band has not been playding for ever a yeaio

But Beaman citizens fedt that ihe odd traditions of ihe iown muat be kept up, and
thai Beaman should not Ve withoul a lband. And oo dine Heir, with hie more than foriy
pecrs experience in the vardiows bands of the commundiiy, had exganized ihe jundor
esrgandization,



