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Forward 
I Here Is the report of our activities within the Ida County 

Soil Conservation District for the past fiscal year. 

Considerable work was accomplished during fiscal year 
1977. It Is heartening to see how concerned landowners 
are In regard to caring for their land. 

We offer our sincere thanks for the assistance and 
cooperation provided by various people and organizations 
during the past year. The job certainly requires many 
hands, and we appreciate your help. 

The Ida County Soil Conservation Commissioners 
and Assistants 
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District Commissioners 
R non Johnson 
H •len Dausel 

Holstein 
Battle Creek 

Ida Grove 
Battle Creek 

Galva 
Ida Grove 

Galva 
Ida Grove 

Chairman 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

Commissioner, Effect. 1-5-77 
Commissioner, Effect. 1-5-77 
Commissioner, Retired 1-5-77 
Commissioner, Retired 1-5-77 

B rdelle Knudsen 
Gorge Hartley 
Lpter Vohs 
Lpnard Ernst 
Jpn Higgins 
H nry J. Brueck Assistant Commissioner 
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SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT STAFF 

USDA- Soil Conservation Service Personnel 
Donald G. Kauffman District Conservationist 
Clarence [Dutch] Kraft Soil Conservation Technician 

Iowa Department of Soil Conservation 
[Iowa Merit System] Personnel 

Luella Collins 
Randall Sohm 

Clerk Typist 
State Conservation Aide 

Soil Conservation Service Personnel 
Sioux City 

Wallis R. Tonsfeldt 
Richard Hall 
Lee White 
Wayne Ducommun 

Area Conservationist 
Civil Engineer 

Civil Engineer- Watersheds 
Civil Engineer- Watersheds 
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Financial Report 
July 1, 1976 to June 30, 1977 

1M Budget [State Appropriated) 
Comm 1ssioners Expenses 

CommiSSioners expenses, mileage, etc .. $ 469.29 
Office supplies . . 1 • • • 156.75 
Printing .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. 261.50 
Prizes for contests . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 53.82 
Rental for meetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Malt, •ials for demonstrations • . . . • . . . . 69.26 
Office expenses . . • . . • . . . . . . . • . 336.36 
Meeting expenses . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 206 16 

Total expended • • • 0 • • • . .. .. . .. . $1,568 14 

2M Budget State Appropriated] 

p, b "''e' ~ 
Clerk's salary, Insurance, lpers, et.:. . .... 
State Aide's salary, Insurance. 

lpers, etc. 
0 • • • • 0 0 

Clerk's mileage, expenses . . . . . . . 
State Aide's mileage, expenses ...... . 

s 9,155.18 

10,359.04 
123.82 

13.70 

Total expended . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,651.74 

3M Budget [State Appropriated] 
Cost Sharing Conservation Work 

1976-77 Allocation • • • • • • •• 0 • ~ $55,045.85 

.... 554,235.59 
Funds obligated for 

Conservation practices 
Unobligated funds . . • • s 810.26 

WATERSHED MAINTENANCE FUND 
Held 10 Trust by the District for 

Mamtenance of Watershed Structures 

Cash on Hand, July 1, 1976 
Receipts 

Interest 

• 

•• 

Maintenance payments .. 
$1,622.03 
$2,534.93 

Expenditures 
To Pass Book Savings . . 
Cash on Hand, June 30, 1977 

Time Certificate 529,995.25 
Pass book savings, July 1, 1976 . . . .... 
Interest · · · · 
From checking 

60 day loan to general fund $2,000.00 
Pass book savings, June 30, 1977 

GENERAL FUND 

Cash on Hand, July 1,1976 · 
Receipts 
Loans: General Pass Book 

Maintenance Pass Book 
Tree Sales 

3800.00 
2000.00 
1351.84 
3162.67 1M Reimbursement . . . . · · 

Expenditures 
3°'o Sales tax 
Tree Purchase & Expenses 
Donations 

• • 
220.04 

. . 5977.29 

.. 
Office Supplies ... 
Office Expense 

. . . . . . . . . 
76.00 
59.99 

.. .. .. 193.16 
Contest Prizes 
Commissioners Expense 
State Dues 
National Dues 
Outdoor Classrooms 
Teachers Conservation Camp 
Subscriptions . . . 
Fair Booth Materials 
Postmaster 
Soli Stewardship Material s 
Annual Report 
Award Banquet 
Time Certificate 

. . . 236.82 

. . 55.47 

..... 100.00 
. . . . 100.00 

.. 43.34 
.... 100.00 
. . . . . 22. 7 5 

. 69.26 
. . .. 101.72 

... 89.60 
. 197.80 

. . . . 129.58 
2000.00 

s 96.47 
4,156.96 

1 ,816.58 
1 '700.00 

736.85 

... 609.82 
. . 52.06 

. 1 '700.00 

. . 361.88 

5 497.30 
10,314.51 

9,772.82 

$1,038.99 Cash on Hand, June 30, 1977 
Pass Book Savings . . . . . ...... s 160.60 
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District Accomplishments 
Fiscal Year 1977* 

New District Cooperators ...............•....... 
Conservation Plans Prepared •.........•...... 
Contour Layout ....................•. 
Farmstead Windbreak ..........•.........•. 
Grassed Waterways ...•.................. 
Terraces .. . 
Subsurface drain tile ... . 
Erosion Control Structures (not Watershed] 

. . 38 
36 

420 Acres 
5.6 Acres 

60.8 Acres 
23.8 Miles 
15.9 miles 

3 

• During the past year, the federal government changed fiscal 
year periods from July 1 thru June 30 to October 1 thru Sept. 30. 
Therefore the above figures cover the transition period and the 
new fiscal year, July 1, 1976 to September 30, 1977. 
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Ida Grove first graders are study· and were later taken on tours of 
fng the alphabet and Thursday, the classrooms. Jayson Lansink 
Sept . 15 was " F is for Fathers" shows his father, Merle Lansink , 
day. Fathers Joined their child ren a tape machine used In his class. 
tor lunch in the school cafeteria [Courier photo) 

A~1erican economy uses 
I 

to~ soil iust like energy 
Tbt E. 1' economic 

palle!U 'loot to energy 
lbmi(a ! r American 

-·"~'Mn8"'th rtprd 4 • topsoll on 
dltu.ti.Jlt 

D wdl.be a I companson 
ID 111 U.t ::1 an fanners 
~llllnllllU>lforcrop 

)lilt Jther natur· 
"""""boi been mined .. 

energy conscious now, but they 
have yet to apply the same 
kind of thinking to their 
fanning operations and soil 
conservation. 

There are more similarities 
between energy and soil p~ 
!ems. First, the United States 
b one of the world's biggest 
producer and conswner of both 
food and energy. 

With only six percent of the 
world's population, American 
fanners feed Americans so 
weU that half of them are 
olfictaUy llsted as overweight 
bylhelrfamUydoctors, and we 
atill ezport enough food to feed 
half the world 

Second, this country b also 
the greatest waster of both 
food and energy. The energy 
waste situation b beginning to 
tum around, but food waste is 
still cntlcat 

In addition, American farm· 
ers "waste" topsoil in thelr 
efforts to grow hllie crops of 
grain every year 

TopaoU is wasted by famung 
up and down hills, e1p0sing 
topsoil to heavy rains and 
wind, clearina: areas of protec-

twe C1Jvering during construc­
tion in urban areas, and many 
other ways 

Electricity can be saved by 
setting the thermostat higher 
in summer and lower in winter, 
and turning off Ught.s when 
they are not needed. 

Fanners can aave topsoil by 
doing Jess clean plowing and 
leavin& more crop residue on 
the soil surface. This also 
saves on fanning upenses, 8J 
weU as savin~a: top: oil 

l...()ng-term invt5unent.s are 
needed tn the conservation of 
both energy and topsoil. A 
home may require several 
thousand dollars worth of 
insulation, weather stripping 
and stonn windows, but every­
body knows this cost can be 
recovered in seven to 10 years. 

The same thing applies to 
topsoil constrvatlon, such as 
tile outlet terraces and farm 
ponds, but they take longer to 
pay for themselves. 

The solution to energy and 
soil conservation problems are 
both critical and complicated 
There is no ready, cheap 
answer to either problem 

The present approach to 
energy problems b the search 
for alternate energy sources, 
while at the same time 
conserving what traditional 

~~~~gy sour= we still ba"f/ve 
There is no alternate tc 

source, so lhe emphasl.s he 
has to be on conservation. , 
pre.sent level of federal assist· 
ance funding, however, is not 
high enough at this time to 
develop topsoil protection 
practices on aU of Iowa's 
fannland before It disappears 
in the nes-t 100 years. 

Energy and topsoil C1Jn.ser­
vation are both national pr~ 
!ems that need lmrnediate 
attention. So far, energy has 
enJoyed all the attention, but 
the same attention mwt be 
applied to soil conservation 
lmrnedlately to avert another 
natural disaster. 

The biggest change that 
mwt be made Is in American 
lifestyle. People must realize 
that they cannot continue to 
consume raw materials of any 
kind without facing a future 
where these vital raw mater· 
lals do not exist 
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