Forward

Here Is the report of our activities within the Ida County
Soil Conservation District for the past fiscal year.

Considerable work was accomplished during fiscal year
1977. It is heartening to see how concerned landowners
. are in regard to caring for their land.

~ We offer our sincere thanks for the assistance and
! cooperation provided by various people and urganixatinns

during the past year. The job cerlainly requires many
' hands, and we appreciate your help.

The Ida County Soil Conservation Commissioners
and Assistants
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qnon Johnson Holstein Chairman

1en Dausel Baftle Creek Commissioner
g rdelle Knudsen Ida Grove Commissioner
gorge Hartley Battle Creek Commissioner, Effect. 1-5-77
Lister Vohs Galva Commissioner, Effect. 1-5.77
Lianard Ernst ida Grove Commissioner, Retired 1-5-77
Jin Higgins Galva Commissioner, Retired 1-5-77
Hnry J. Brueck Ida Grove Assistant Commissioner

. Luella Collins

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT STAFF

USDA - Soil Conservation Service Personnel

Donald G. Kauffman District Conservationist
clarence [Dutch] Kraft Soil Conservation Technician

lowa Department of Soil Conservation
[lowa Merit System] Personnel

Clerk Typist

Randall Sohm State Conservation Aide

Soil Conservation Service Personnel
Sioux City

Wallis R. Tonsfeldt

Richard Hall
Lee White
Wayne Ducommun

Area Conservationist

Civil Engineer
Civil Engineer - Watersheds

Civil Engineer - Watersheds
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Financial Report

July 1, 1976 to June 30, 1977

1M Budget [State Appropriated]
Commissioners Expenses

Commissioners expenses, mileage, etc. ... . § 469.29
Office supplies il . ... 156.75
Printing vl o e b aminw mip Yy
Prizes for contests .. ... ..., BRI ez DI R
Rental formeetings . ........ ... .........15.00
Materiale for demonstrations . S elina s ... B9.26
Office expenses . 336.36
Meeting expenses . 206.16
Totalexpended . ...... ..o 00 oo ncueneons $1,568.14
2M Budget |State Appropriated]
Persouiel |
Clerk's salary, Insurance, Ip.urs P S 9,155.18
Stale Aide's salary, Insurance
Ipers, elc. : = PRSI 10,359.04
Clerk's rnilaage axpenses L - 123.82
State Aide’s mileage, e:panseé. .............. 13.70
Total expended . . . ... . .. . $19,651.74
dM Budget [State Appropriated]
Cost Sharing Consevation Work
1976-77 Allocation’ ...... ... @55 o L. . $55.045.85
Funds obligated lor
Conservation practices. .. $54,235.59
Unobligatedfunds .. . ... . ........... S B10.26

WATERSHED MAINTENANCE FUND
Held in Trust by the District for
Maintenance of Watershed Structures

CashonHand, July1,1976 .............. § 96.47
T L T PR NI PP IR 4 Y A N 4,156.96
Interest .. ........ .. $1,622.03
Maintenance payments . $2,534.93 :
Expenditures . .. .. . .. s ey 1381898
TOPASE BOOK SAVINGS ...« -« 000 e o in e ain b 1,700.00
Cashon Hand, June 30,1977 . cc. .. . .. 0 736.85
Time Certificate . . .. . $29,995.25
Pass book savings, July 1 foraimed 609.82
I OB e v e e iy i ARV e 22 s Y 52.06
IO ChaCKING ! vvvviviviwecs -t SRR iy oo, 1,700.00
60 day loan to general fund ... $2,000.00
Pass book savings, June 30, 1977 ... .........361.88
GENERAL FUND
Cash on Hand, July1,1976 .. -.......... $ 497.30
Receipts .......... N AR RN R g iy a 10,314.51
Loans: General Pass Book ... - - - . 3800.00
Maintenance Pass Book .. 2000.00
TR SRR & et s oo .5 <M - Eglg;
iM Reimbursement . - ... .- .
Expenditures .. .. .. e ey o T R s 9,772.82
3% Salestax ...........-comaers 220.04
Tree Purchase & Enpenses o ww. . 5977.29
Donations ... ....... R 76.00
Office Supplies ...........o==ss-- 59.99
.Office Expense ... ...... . -===:- 193.16
ConlestPrizes: .........-: Cee ... £36.82
Commissioners Expense . - .. .. 55.47
SfateDues .............ccc7au. 100.00
NationalDues ............--.... 100,00
Outdoor Classrooms . . .. v 43.34
Teachers Conservation Camp ..... 100.00
Subscriptions .., .. ..... .. ORI 22.75
Fair Booth Materials ... .. . -l 189,26
PORIMEEIAr . o5 siiais o oo TR 101.72
Soil Stewardship Materials -« - ... 85.60
Annual Report .......... -=....197.80
Award Banquet .. ..... .. ........129.58
Time Certificate .. ... . ... . ... 2000.00
Cash on Hand, June 30, 1977 | CIRSER $1,038.99
Pass Book Sawngs ....................... $ 160.60
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District Accomplishments

Fiscal Year 1977"

New District Cooperators .. ....... .. ... ... 0ciiiinrann. 38
Conservation Plans Prepared ...........ccoivoiiananssisss 36
O IO YO e e e covrda e o vx o are s 420 Acres
Farmstead Windbreak ........ .. ... ... ... ... ...... 5.6 Acres
Grassed Waterways . T Ry ety 60.8 Acres
Terraces . 23.8 Miles
Subsurface draintile _ ... ... ... X _ 15.9 miles
Erosion Control Structures [not WEIErshﬂd] ................. 3

* During the past year, the federal government changed fiscal
year periods from July 1 thru June 30 to October 1 thru Sept. 30.
Therefore the above figures cover the transition period and the
new fiscal year, July 1, 1976 to September 30, 1977.
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Ida Grove first graders are study-
ing the alphabet and Thursday,
Sept. 15 was “F is for Fathers”
day. Fathers joined their children
for lunch in the school cafeteria

energy conscious now, but they
have yet to apply the same
kind of thinking to their
farming operations and soil
conservation.

There are more similarities
between energy and soil prob-
lems, First, the United States
is one of the ‘world's biggest
producer and consumer of both
food and energy.

With only six percent of the
world's population, American
farmers feed Americans so
well that half of them are
officlally listed as overweight
by their family doctors, and we
still export enough food to feed
half the world.

Second, this country is also
the greatest waster of both
food and energy. The energy
waste situation is beginning to
turn around, but food waste is
still critical.

In addition, American farm-
ers “‘waste" topsoll in their
effarts to grow huge crops of
grain every year,

Topsoil is wasted by farming

down

tive covering during construc-
tion in urban areas, and many
other ways.

Electricity can be saved by
setting the thermostat higher
in summer and lower in winter,
and turning off lights when
they are not needed.

Farmers can save topsoil by
doing less clean plowing and
leaving more crop residue on
the soil surface. This also
saves on farming expenses, as
well as saving topsoil.

Long-term investments are
needed in the conservation of
both energy and topsoil. A
home may require several
thousand dollars worth of
insulation, weather stripping
and storm windows, but every-
body knows this cost can be
recovered in seven to 10 years.

The same thing applies to
topsoil conservation, such as
tile outlet terraces and farm
ponds, but they take longer to
pay for themselves.

The solution to energy and
soil conservation problems are
both critical and complicated.
There is no ready, cheap

‘sany of Towa - wind, clearing areas of protec-  answer to either problem.
'_ v} 2

and were later taken on tours of
the classrooms. Jayson Lansink
shows his father, Merle Lansink,
a tape machine used in his class.
[Courier photo]

)erican economy uses
soil just like energy

The present approach to
energy problems is the search
for alternate energy sources,
while at the same time
conserving what traditional
lenergy sources we still have
eft.

There is no alternate to
source, so the emphasis
has to be on conservation. TE,
present level of federal assist~
ance funding, however, is not
high enough at this time to
develop topsoil protection
practices on all of Iowa's
farmland before it disappears
in the next 100 years.

Energy and topsoil conser-
vation are both national prob-
lems that need immediate
attention. So far, energy has
enjoyed all the attention, but
the same attention must be
applied to sofl conservation
immediately to avert another
natural disaster.

The biggest change that
must be made is in American
lifestyle. People must realize
that they cannot continue to
consume raw materials of any
kind without facing a future
where these vital raw mater-
ials do not exist.
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