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THIR':(:'J:Gcl'{TH ANNUAL REPOHT 

CASS COUNTY SOIL COl%'ERV1-~ TI ON DI STRICT 

DISTRICT COMMI~~QNERS: Wendell C. Pellett, 
Geo r ge W. Hosf'elt, 
Boyd D. Bailey, 

Cha irma n 
Me~ber 

MGmber 

S0JL CONSERVATION SERVICE PERSONNEL: Gilbert Wehr ma n, 
St an ley Benne tt, 
1.\fayne Raa'sch, 
Clar enc e ll'ord, 
Gayle Johnson, 

Work Unit Conservationi s t 
Cons ervn t i onist 
Cons ervatiqn s id 
Conservatipn oid 
Off ic e a ss~~ta~t 

OFFICE LOCATION: Farm Credit Building, 17 W. 4th, St., Atlantic, Iowa. 
Phone 137/+ 

EXTENSION DIREC~OR: H. E. Codlin Ext ens ion Di r ector 

.As we begin anoth er annual m port we want, first of all, to express our 
appre ci ation t o all t ho se who have contribut Gd t o our succes s t hus f ar. We 
expr es s our appr eci ation to al l t he ot her agencies , s chools and civic organizations 
for t hei r fine cooper at ion t hr ough t he year s and hope in t he future , we -may warrant 
t he s ame fin e cooper ati on o 

We als o want t o thank our own personnel for their int er est and f aithfulness 
t o t he job of conse rvi ng our Natural Resource -- the soil. 

In t his rep ort we will attempt to point out some of the various activitie s 
in whi ch t he Dis tri ct pa rticipat e s and some of t he accompli shmGnt s that have been 
~ ~~ein0d during the year 1955 ~ 

.ANNUAL MEEI'ING 

It has be come a custom to have , ea ch winter, an Annual Banquet to which all 
i nd ividuals interested in Soil Conserva tion are invited. The 1955 Annual Banquet 
was held J anuary 24th. at 6, 30 P. M. in the .Atlantic Meth odi s t Church, with 202 
i n att endance . Rector Henry Robbins of Shenandoah was the f ea tur ed s peaker. 
M:.:·. Stanley Mat zke was prevent od from corning by illness. Mr. Chris J ens en, a 
member of the State Committee discussed activities of the St at e Committee ; and 
Mr o c. W. McMenamy appear ed and ga ve a briof nevi ow of his inter es t in Soil 
Conservation. Mr. Norman Smith of Cumberland and Messrs. J ames Winston and 
Uilbsrt Wehrman reported on loca l activities • 

.ACHIEVEMENT A'AJARDS PROGRAM 

Ces s County participat ed in the Iowa Soil Conserva tion Achieveme nt Awards 
Program sponsor 13d by the Iowa Farm and Home Register and the St a t e Soil Conservatior 
Committee . The judging committee , aft er vis iting the f arms ent er ed in the cont est, 
sel e cted the following winners for each class. 
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THlRTEcl'l"TH ANNUAL REPORT 

CASS COUNTY SOIL CONS'ERV1~ TION DI STRI CT 

DI3TRICT COMMip~QNERS : Wendel l C. Pel l ett, 
George W. Bosf' elt, 
Boyd D. Bailey, 

Cha irman 
lVIe!Tlber 
MGmber 

.. 

SGJL CONSERVATION SERVICE PERSONNEL: Gilbert Wehr ma n, 
St an ley Benne tt, 
w·ayne Ra a's ch, 
Cl ar enc e Ford, 
Gay l e J ohnson, 

Work Unit Conservationi s t 
Cons ervc-! t i onis t 
Cons ervatiqn s id 
Conserva t i pn uid 
Off ic e a ssis t eqt 

OFFICE LOCATION : Farm Credit Building, 17 W. 4th, St., At l Bn t ic, Iowa . 
Phone l 37L+ 

EXTENSION DIREC r~OR: H. E. Codlin Ext ensi on Dir ector 

As we be gin ano th er annual r epor t we want, fir st of all, t o e xpress our 
appr e ci ation t o all t ho se who have contribut Gd t o our succes s t hus f ar. We 
expr e s s our appr e ci a tion to al l t he ot h er agen ci es , s ch oo l s and c i v i c organi zations 
for their fine coope r a t ion t hrough the year s and hope in t he f uture · we may warrant 
t h e s ame fin e coope r a t i on o 

We a lso want to thank our own personnel for thei r int er est and faithfulness 
t o t he j ob of con servi ng our Na tural Res our ce -- the so il. 

In t his r eport we will a ttempt to point out some of the various activi ti e s 
i n ·whi ch t he Di stri c t pa rticipat es and some of t he accomplishment s that ha ve been 
~ ~t e in~d during the ye ar 1955. 

ANNUAL MEEI'ING 

It h a s be come a custom to h ave , ea ch win ter, an Annua l Banquet to which a ll 
individuals interest ed in Soil Conserva tion ar o invit ed. The 1955 Annua l Banquet 
was held J anua ry 24th. at 6c JO P. M. in the Atlantic Met hodist Church, with 202 
i n attendance . Rector Henry Robbins of Shenandoah wa s the f ea tur ad speaker. 
M:r . Stanley Mat zk e was prevent ed from coming by illne ss. Mr. Chri s J ensen, a 
member of the State Committee discus s ed activiti es of the St at e Committee; and 
Mr o C. W. McMenamy appear ed and gave a brief nevi ow of h is inte1r os t in Soil 
Con serva tion. Mr. Norman Smith of Cumberla nd and Messrs. J emos Wins ton and 
Uilbs rt Wehrman r e ported on loca l activitie s. 

ACHIEVEMENT N'TARDS PROGRAM 

Cass County participa t ed in the Iowa Soil Conserva tion Achi evement Awards 
Progr am spon sor ed by the Iowa Farm a nd Home Re gi s t e r and the Sta t e So il Conso r vatior 
Committee . Th e judging commit t ee , a ft er vi s iting the f arms ent ar ed in the cont est, 
s e l e cted the f o llowing winners for each class . · 



Gilbert E. Lc,cey, Owner-Operator class; James Winston farm with Leo 
Sorensen as operator, in the Landlord-Tenant class; and Erwin Beschorner in the 
class of n ow cooperators., These winners will be honored a t tho Annual CoopGrator 
mqGting anq panQuet. 

· Tho Gri~wold and Atl antic F.F .. A. chaptors participated in a Soil Con servation 
contest within q a ~;~n cha pter. Winners were judged on tb Gir ar:tl7ities and accompl~sL 

ments in th eir projects. Small p:rizos will be presented to tho w1:nners in eaoh 
chapter at tho Annual Cooperators 'banquet& 

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS INFOffiVI THE PUBLIC 

During Soil Conservation Week, s everal County Newspa pers use d cons_ider a blo 
space in stressing Soil Conservation work. Photographs with inuividual farm 
stories of various practices applied wi.II'e used ext ensively. Thirty or more news 
items wor e u sed through out tho yea r to inform the :rmblic of ~ctivitic s of the 

' District~ 

COMMISS lONERS MEETINGS \ 

COMMISSION.illRS MEETINGS have boen held regularly on tho S0cond Wednesday 
of e a ch month . The following indiv i duals have ettend od Commissioners meetings, 
as guests, th0 p ast year and -discussed their pa rticul ar problems in the fi eld of 
Soil Conservation. Mr (J Les t er Nelson, Cass County Farm Bureau Chairman; 
Mr. Charles Va nderbur. Griswold Vo-Ag. Instructor; Mr o Ed Affidor, Chairmon of the 
Mass ena Chamb er of Comme r ce; Mr. James · Winston, Cha irman of thG ASC Commi ttoo; 
Mro i:ialph Morrow, C_ounty Supt. of Schools; Mr. Dewey Bondur ant, Aroa Engineer 
of t he Soil C:onso rva tion Service; Mr. Judson ZentmirG , v'lork Unit Conservationist 
from Audubon; Mrft & Mrs. Chris Jens en, membe r of the St ate Soil Conserve tion 
Coir.m: ttEJ e; Mr. & Mrs., Clarence Pellett, former Commissioner and Mrv & Mrs. 
,...., · ,~ r"r t Grov es, District Cooperator. d "'-

THE REGIONAL COUNCIL chose Mr. George Hosfelt to serve as the Cass District's 
R•'1pr Gsentativ0 for th e t e rm Sept. 1, 1955 to Sept. 1, 1956. 

~iE Al~UAL COMMISSIONERS CffiiFERENCE was held Sept. 11, 12 and 13th. at Hotel 
Savory in De s Moine s and was attended by Wendell Pelle tt and Geor ge Hosfolt. 

A REGI ONAL MEETING was hold i 'n Red Oak, March 17th. 1955. Commissi O:fi!ers 
and r epresentatives of th e Soil Conservation dervic e , AgricultUral Stabilization 
:; omnittoe, the Extension .SerVice and the District Clerk attend ed. Ropr0s entativos 
of the various agencie s montionQd wer e pre s ent from 7 Southwest Iowa Countie s. 

THE SECOND IOWA .·JATERSHEDS CONFERFNOE, ho ld Doc. 16th. and 17th. at Hotol 
Fort Des Moine s was att ondodl by r eprosontativc.s of tho Gass District. Vvatorshod 
development in Iowa was tho subje ct discussed by a numb er of outstanding authorities 
in th o fi e ld of Water Conservation. The wat orshGd approa ch will bv g iven caroful 
consideration in future ye ars as a systematic approach to soil t;;~ nd water conservation 



FINANCIAL STNC'El\!Ill::t\'T 

The CommJ.ssioner s wi sh to express the j_r app:c'ecia ticn of the assista nce 
rece·:ve cl from the Sc~. l Cons er va ti on i::iervico aJ~ .G i ts tecl:m~. cians enrl. the 
as si.:; t EJnce given by -une S cate Legi s l a ture , 

The So j_l Cons er'rati on uervJ.ce has ; through the ye ars furni sh8 c. trained 
personne l to Assist t he cooperator-s of the Di stri ct i ::1 cBrr ying ou ~ t he ir 
plannj_ng operat i ons and te CJh n,ic:Jl pr a ctices. The Soil Conse J;" vet i on Ser·v ice 
the past 'ye ar, h as made ave i laole t Q t h e Di.stri ct t he a s s i &tsnce of Ol1e Farm 
Planner, a::1d one Cons erva tion Ai d , Th ey 0l s o furni shed off i ce. s:race 1 te l ephone 
and transportati o::l for t echni c ians. 

~$565 0 ,00 a llocat t;d t o the Dis trict by the County ASO made ava ila ble the 
p 1=1rt--t i:r:ile assis t ance of t wo conservation aids. 

An appropriation of ~501 ~ 16 alloca ted to the Di strict by the State Soil 
Consgr·vation C'Jmffilt t e e wa s u sed fo r office sup plies, commis s ione rs mileage and 
var ious other thi ngs which were needed. 

A l.~ cce.t ion 
St a te 1-A Bud get 

Off i ce suppl :\ e s 
Commiss i ona:·s mile age 
Offic8 expense 
Print .. Dg 
Pri zEu 
Mat e:r ial s for demons tra tions 
Proje ctor r ental 

$ J. 68 o00 
113 ~ 6 7 

29,47 
99 ,. 25 
JO oOO 
41. 7'1 
:L9,00 

Total $ 501~16 

$ 501.16 

An appropriation of $3134972 allocated to t he Di stri ct by the State Soil 
'i GL.33rvation Committee ' was used to pay a full time office assista nt and provide 
a part-time conserva tion aid. 

4ll.oce t ion 

St ate 2-A Budget 

Technician 
Office ass istant 

$ 739.87 
2394.85 

Total 3134.72 
DISTRICT OWNED 1NH IRLWIND illRRACER 

\ 

$ 3134.72 

The District-owned terracing rna chine, due to the dry s oil conditions, has had 
very limited use in 1955. The machine is transport ed by thos~ wiehi:mg to us e it 
e 1d is powered by farm tractors. A maintenance fee is charg~q each operator on the 
basis of the amount of time operated on t):le job. 

Income during 195~ 
Maintenance expens e - *955 
Bal ance 

$ 247.00 
174.52 

. 72,48 



A~C.Oivli'L ISHivJ~N''C E.' 

l)J\.Si3 CJli'l\liJ'Y S'JIL CO:-JSEq\,'"J',T::i:ON DI:STR~ Cl' 

(}j)j\S':_! 'I'ILE E:ttCSION LT'i~!SI'CG~C 

TK?RLI.01.S \AJ.. ·f't;t!JAYS DI\AIN I' AMp l\~JLS l) ~,:VE!-~:3IJ~~f F L"q'fl PLANS 
Mi. .,. _'Jj ... L .,F • No. ~~o .. ·~,{~ -~ No c ,L.I t 

194:3 12 

19i~ 9 20 : 700 20 

1945 16,6 3.':- ,450 33 

1946 18 108;700 6 69 

1947 28 143,300 5 70 

19M~ 39 115,900 47 3.3 45 

194~ 24 190,3<)2 14:000 2.3 3 47 

19.50 28 417' 120 19,700 63 4 63 

19.51 .32 36,960 27,790 26 7 42 

19~2 41 21,120 120,826 7 5 25 

1953 34 26,538 316,199 29 2.9 64 

1954 129 106,250 105,801 65 11 3.1 47 

1955 121 128,983 83,521 44 16 1.6 54 

TOTAL 519.6 1,350,413 687,837 315 27 31.9 591 




