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CASS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

DISTRICT COMMIBSIONERS: Wendell C. Pellett, Chairman
‘ George W. Hosfelt, Member
Boyd D. Bailey, Member

SOTL CQNSERVATION SERVICE PERSONNEL:  Gilbert Wehrmen, Work Unit Conservationist
e U ! ‘ Stanley Bennett, Conservationist
Wayne Raasch, Conservation aid
Clarence Ford, Conservation aid
Gayle Johnson, Office asslstant

OFFICE LOCATION: Farm Credit Building, 17 W. 4th, St., Atlantlc, Iowa.
‘ Phone 1374

EXTENSION DIRECTOR: ' H, B, Codlin Extension Director

As we begin another annual report we wént, first of all, to express our
appreciation to all those who have contributed to our success thus far. We
exXpress our appreciation to all the other agencies, schools and civic organizations
for thelir fine cooperation through the years and hope in the future we may warrant
the same fine cooperation.

We also want to thank our own personnel for their interest and faithfulness
to the job of conserving our Natural Resource -- the soil.

In this report we will aftemthto point out some of the various activities
in which the District participates and some of the accamplishments that have been
~.cheinsd during the year 1955¢

- ANNUAL MEETING

It has become a custom to have, gach winter, an Annual Banquot to which all
individuals interested in Soil Conservation arc invited. The 1955 Annual Banquet
was held Jenuary 24th. at 6130 P, M, in the Atlantic Methodist Church, with 202
in sttendance. Rector Henry Robbins of Shenandoah was the featured speaker;

Mr. Stanley Matzke was prevented from coming by illness, Mr. Chris Jensen, a
member of the State Committee discussed activities of the State Committee; and
Mr. C, W. McManamy appcarcd and gave a brief peview of his intercst in Soil
Conservation., Mr, Norman Smith of Cumberland and Messrs. James Wlnston and
Gilbsrt Wehrmen reported on local activitiss,

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS PROGRAM

Cass County participated in the Iowa Soil Conservation Achicvement Awards
Program sponsored by the Iowa Farm anmd Home Register and the State Soil Conservatior
Committee. The judging committes, after visiting the farms entered in the contest,
selected the following winners for each class.
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As we begin another annual report we want, first of all, to express our
appreciation to all those who have contributed to our success thus far. We
express our apprecistion to all the other agencies, schools and civic organizations
for their fine cooperation through the years and hope in the future we may warrant
the same fine cooperations

We also want to thank our own personnel for their interest and faithfulness
to the job of conserving our Natural Resource -- the soil.

In this report we will attempt to point out some of the various activities
in which the District participates and some of the accamplishments that have been
~.tbeined during the year 1955,

ANNUAL MEETING

It has become a custom to have, each winter, an Annual Banquct to which all
individuals interested in Soil Conservation arc invited., The 1955 Annual Banquet
was held January 24th. at 6330 P, M, in the Atlantic Methodist Church, with 202
in attendance. Rector Henry Robbins of Shenandoah was the featured speaker,

Mr. Stanley Matzke was prevented from coming by illness, Mr. Chris Jensen, a
member of the State Committee discussed activities of the State Committee; and
Mr. C., W. McManamy eppecarcd and gave a brief beview of his intercst in Soil
Conservation, Mr, Norman Smith of Cumberland and Messrs. James Winston and
Gilbert Wehrman reported on local activities.

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS PROGRAM

Cass County participated in the Iowa Soil Conservation Achicvement Awards
Program sponsored by the Iowa Farm and Home Register and the State Soil Conservatior
Committee, The judging committcs, after visiting the farms entered in the contest,
selected the following winners for each class.




Gilbert E. Lecey, Owner-Operator class; James Winston farm with Leo
Sorensen as operator, in the Iandlord-Tensnt class; end Erwin Beschorner in the
class of new cooperators. These winners will be honorcd at the Annual Cooperator
mgeting and banquet,

The Griswold and Atlentic P, F.A. chapters participated in a Soil Conservation
contest within each chapter, Winners werc judged on their activities and accomplisi
ments in thelir pro jects. ©Small prizes will be presented to the winners in each
chapter at thc Annual Cooperators banguet,

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS INFORM THE PUBLIC

During Soil Conservation Week, scveral County Newspapers used considerablc
space in stressing Soil Conservation work. Photographs with individual farm
stories of various practices applied were uscd extensively. Thirty or more news
items were used through out the year to inform the public of activitics of the
District.

COMMISS IONERS MEETINGS

COMMISSIONERS MEETINGS have boen held regularly on the Second Wednesday
of each month, The following individuals have attended Commissioners meetings,
as guests, the past year and discussed their particular problems in the field of
Soil Conscrvation. Mr. Lester Neclson, Cass County Farm Bureeu Chairman;
Mr, Charles Vanderbur, Griswold Vo-Ag. Instructor; Mr, Zd Amdor, Chairman of the
Massena Chamber of Commerce; Mr. James Winston, Chairmen of the ASC Committee;
Mr, Ralph Morrow, County Supt. of Schools; Mr. Dewey Bondurant, #rea Engincer
of the S0il Conservation Service; Mr. Judson Zentinire, Work Unit Conservationist
from Audubon; Mr. & Mrs., Chris Jensen, member of the State Soil Conservetion
Committee; WMr. & Mrs, Clarence Pellett, former Comm1051oner and Mr. & Mrs,
Tohert Groves, District Cooperator.

THE REGIONAL COUNCIL chose Mr. George Hosfelt to serve as the Cass District's
Rapresentative for the term Sept. 1, 1955 to Septe 1, 1956.

THE ANNUAL COMMISSIONERS CONFERENCE was held Sept. 11, 12 and 13th, at Hotel
Savery in Des Moines and was attcnded by Wendell Pellett and George Hosfolte

A REGIONAL MEETING was held in Red Oask, March 17th. 1955. Commissioners
and representatives of the Soil Conservatlon Service, Agricultural Stabilization
comnittce, the Extension Scrvice and the District Clerk attend.d. Represcntatives
of the various agencics montioncd werc prescnt from 7 Southwest Iowa Counticss

THE SECOND IOWA JATERSHEDS CONFERENCE, hcld Doe. 1l6th., and 17th, at Hotel
Fort Des Moines was attendadjby representatives of tho Cass District, Watershed
devclopment in Towa was thc subject discussed by a number of outstanding authoritics
in the field of Water Conscrvation. The watershed approach will be given carcful
ccensideration in future ycars as a systematic approach to soil and water conscrvation



FINANCIAL STATEMTNT

The Commissioners wish to express their appreciaticn of the assistance
received from the Scil Conservation Marvice and its technicians and the
assistance given by the State Legislature,

The So0il Conservation ®ervice has, through the years. furnished trained
personnel to assist the cooperators of the District in carrying oubt their
planning operations and technical practices, The Soil Coussrvetion Service
the past 'year, has made aveilable to the District the sssistance of one Farm
Plenner, and one Conservation Aid., They also furnished office srace, telephone
and transportation for technicians,

$5650,00 allocated to the District by the County ASC made available the
part-time assistance of two conservation aids.

An appropriation of $501,16 allocated to the District by the State Soil
Conssrvation Commttee was used for office supplies, commissioners mileage and
various other things which were needed.

State 1-A Budget

Allccation $ 501.16
Office supplies $ 168,00
Commissionevs mileage 11367
Office expeise 29: L7
Ity haliod 99.25
Prizes 20,00
Materials for demonstrations PR
Projector rental et L\ A

Total & 501.16

An appropriation of $3134.,72 allocated to the District by the State Soil
Souncarvation Committee was used to pay a full time office agsistant and provide
a part-time conservation aid,

State 2-A Budget

411ocation ' $ 3134.72
Technician $ 739.87
Office assistant 2394.85

Total 3134.72
DISTRICT OWNED WHIRLWIND TERRACER

The District-owned terracing machine, due to the dry soil conditions, has had
very limited use in 1955. The machine is transported by those wishing to use it
«1d is powered by farm tractors. A maintenance fee is charged each operator on the
basis of the amount of time operated on the jobs

Income during 1955 $ 247.00
Maintenance expense - 1955 174452

Balance 72,48
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