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Farmers 'gét soil awards

Four Davis Counly farmers
and a teacher were presented
sawards Wednesday night at the
annual Davis County Soil Con-
servation Distriet Banquet,

Gerald Forsythe received his
awards for being winner of the
Davis County Soil Conservation
District Contest and the regional
sweepstakes winner in the lowa
Soil Conservation Achievement
program.

Also receiving an award was
Mrs. Isabel Boatman for heing
Davis  County
Teacher of the Year,
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Three other Davis County
farmers were presented special
certificates from the distriet,
They were Ray Tharp, Darrvell
MeClure and Lester Lough.

C. 1. Heady, who is retiring
from the distriet commissioners
also received a plaque from fel-
low commissioners,

Three commissioners  were
clected {o the distriet’s new five
member hoard. The commission-
ers elected Wednesday were La-
verne Weilbrenner, Phil Melvin
and Lionel Herteen.

Forsythe and Mrs, Boalman

were presenled plaques by the
Bloemficld Newspapers. Mr. and
Mrs, Forsythe were also present-
ed a wateh, a bharometer and
plagues by Jim McQuire of the
Des Moines Register and Trib-
une, one of the sponsors of the

 Towa Conservation Awards pro-
| gram,

The TForsythes farm 600 acres
west of Drakesville and have a
Grade A dairy operation, They
are currently milking 85 cows
and  have approximately 260
head of dairy stock and 75 head
of sheep,

Forsythe has about 40 acres of
cropland on the contour, five
acres of grassed waterways, 1.6
miles of terraces, 0.5 miles of
diversions, six farm ponds, one
erosion control structure, 1,000
feet of open drainage ditch, and
190 acres of renovated pasture.

Mrs. Boatman is a fifth grade
teacher at the West Bloomfield
Elementary Center, She has
special — conservation  projects
cach year for her students in-
cluding field trips, elass projects
and guesl speakers,

Lough has a 240 acre grain
and livestock farm with about
half ol the farm in votation crop-
land and the balance in perman-
ent pasture. All farming opera-
tions are done on the contour.

He has constructed 3,300 feet
of diversion terraces, three farm
ponds, one erosion control
structure, shaped two acres of
grass waterways, renovated 75
acres ol pasture, built 10,000
feet of terraces and 300 feet of
open drainage ditch.

McClure has a 212 acre grain
and livestock operation with 50
per cent of it in cropland and
the rest in pasture. Most of the
cropland is contour strip-cropped

and the balance is farmed on the
contour when plowed.

He has constructed 1,000 feet
of diversion terrace, two farm
ponds, 6.5 acres of grass water-
ways and renovated 80 acres of
pasture,

Ray Tharp has an 895 acre
beef cow-calf operation with most
of the farm in nay and pasture.
Most of his pasture has been ren-
ovaled and seceded to an im-
proved pasture mixture,

He has constructed seven farm
ponds, 13 acres of grass water-
ways and has 2,650 feet of tile.

It was announced at the ban-
quet that work on the Carter
Creck Walershed is progressing
and that recently the Towa High-
way Commission has agreed to
participate in the cost of con-
strueling a large structure south-
west of Bloomfield.

Relocated Highway 63 will be
constructed on the top of the
dam of the structure, which will
be the largest body of water in
Davis County and will be devel-
oped for recreation purposes,

Don  Johnson of Fairfield
spoke at the meeting, pinch-hit-
ling for Ervin Koos, who could
nol make it because of farm
work.

Johnson, a member of the
Towa Seil Conservation Commit-
tee, spoke on the changes in the
soil conservation program in
lowa.

He said it is likely that a com-
pulsory soil conservation law
will be passed in the future. .

He also said the ACP program
is in jeopardy in Washington
and urged local residents to
write their Congressman con-
cerning this program,



