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CH.~ROKEE COU't-Jl:':Y 

SOIL CONSBRVATIOfJ DISTRI CT 

AlNUAt REPOR'1l' 
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INTRODUCTION 
---------------·~ 

The Soil Conservation District serve s the ·whole 
o f Cherokee County( 16 tovmships). Soil and water 
c <ms e::.··vation is t he basic ~rohlmn. ' ;ith one t own s hip 
(H9;rcus) havine; r.1auy drainB;ge probler.w .. 

The goal of the distr~ci~ is n soil and vrate1· con­
servation plan in opreration on every fo.rm -in Cherokee 
Count y. 

- - - - - - -

District Activities During 191+5 

Conservation Plans 

I 

Forty farmers developed conserv?.tion plans with district !'.ssistance during 
1945, reaching the goal of 40 set for the ;fir,et yiw.r 01' opero:c ion. These 
plans include a total of 9,234 aores(about 14"~- sections). 

The following farmers developed conservation plans :tor their farms du)·ing the 

yQar: 
Ce-drtr Township 

Irven l:)oJ~ter(Dot t!cGee, op&rator) 

Amherst Tov;nship 
.,...----

Lester Dri51gs 
Arthur Dorr 
?et er G.·auer 
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Afton Township 

A. B. Cc,llender 

Cherokee Tovvnship 

Knox 1-lontgomery 
George Turner(Vlm. 
Fred Rupp 

Turner,Opera- (Oliver Schnell,Op.) 

Rock Township 

Gilman Fee 
Ho·.·;arcl Fee 
Frank Kohn tor) Ralph Kludas 
Robert Olson 

Tilden Tovrnship 
Alfred Schmillen 

·.". H. 1•:Ic1Tilliams 
~ilot T~wnshit (Ch~s. Perry, op.) 
.1 . H. B1.schel Guy Akers, Cp.J 

Pitcher Tovmship 
Brie Carlson 
Eric Gustafson 
!lali.Jh Peterson 

J. II. Clow( Hi lo C low, Op) 
P. 11. Peterson( Paul Peterson, Opera tor) 

Do~quist Bros .(Clifford Bruce, 
Op.) 

Dan Hankins(Geo. Johnson,Op.) 
Nester Stiles,(Joe Fell,Op.) 
Frank '!·iaddell(Geo. Johnson,Op.) 
Hrs. Eva 11ilson(Clifford 

Bruce, Op.) 

Silver Township 
W. H. Bischel(Carlson & 

Johnson, operators) 
Harvey Droegmiller 
F. 0. Mortenson 
John Ihms 
Osca r Gustafson 
Lirs . Ida Nelson(l•Iortenson, Op). 

Grand Meadow Township 
F."'f. Althaus( HerbertAlthaus, 
J. Ford Ral ston 
Ralph Robison 

Viillow Township 
c. c. R.Bu.sh("T.1i. Soper, Op.) 
J. Ford Ralston 
Ralph Robison 

Progress in Establi~h~_r:_r; ~on~_e_l:_~_t_i_o_!l_~lans 

Op .) 

The 40 initial district coopel-ators have 'Clade progress in esto.blishin::; 
their soil and vrater conservation vlans by: 

contouring 1, 768 acres 
constructing 3-~ miles of terraces 
see ding 6 a ere s of new per:'lanent pas ~u re 
seeding 62 acres of ~1eacllands a:nd turn rous 
seeding 34,484 lineal feet of g r assed ~ratervrays 
contour plowing 557 acres . 

Also much progress has been macl.e in re-arrangin:; field'3 so as to fit the 
contour v;hich in man~r cases meant removal of straight. fences fUld refen~ing 

on the contour. 
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Other Farmers Assisted: 

In addition to the coopel·"'.tors numed on the previous pages, 107 other 

farmers were assisted in: 
contourin0 5,<)_~2 ecres ' 
constructing 2~" miles of terraces 
contour· plowing 950 acres 

Conservation Su~-

Conserwtion · surveys ·were completed on 8710 acr0 s t'.urin£; l9L~5· 

~~- Yfi ~h Schools iP:Er:_e_ Co~·_nty 

A contour school vras conductad for the 1:enefit of the Cleg;hr;rn Hi[,h 
School Agricul~ura.l cJ.~ss in April . This consisted o! one period of 
classroom instructiov <c:nd one period o:: field 'nst.'1ction. TwenJcy 
students e.nd their instructor attended tr.3 ,scl1ool. 

The Sound Yiloticn picture "T:1e hive r'' and "Once Upon A Time;' (both 
excellent consPrvation filr.lt;.)were shov.rn at tha~uiml.:-y end Gcand I:Ieadov• 
Hi~h Schools ®ring the moT!.th of December·" The total c.tt,3:c1dance was 

185. 

4- H Club . .'or::: i_? The County: 

The soil conservation district had an exhibit ot the county 4-H fair. 

Tvro boys in the county sybmitted 'soil conservation reports for entry 
in the contest sponsored by the 1~irestone Tire .1; l'tubber Company. One 
of these boys, as his entry, had developed a complete soil and wc.ter 
conserwtion plan for his father: s farm. He later 1n·ou0 ht t'ns into 
the district office and his father is now a dictric~ coopctator, 

l, 

rhe county 4-H committee ho.s designated soil consenr2 tion as the special 

4-H activity for the comin~ year. 

1~~ar Food Prod_:~tion ~cetin_,;~ 

At the invitation of the Ce>unty .:;xtension Director the diD~-rict took 
part in the ar Food mectir.gs held in Januarv, Febxuary anrl I.Iarr.h. ar.O. 
explained the part soJ.l conserve:!:; ion r:ould pl8.j" in food producti<..n. 
'I"Nel ve :neetings were held ··.ri th a total e.ttenda;:-;ce of 196. 
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Farm Plann~ng Meetings 

Seven meetings vrere held. in the CO'J.nty during the year to d~scuss farm 
plans, giving fanners a clearer idea of vrhat is meant by a farm con­
servation plan; 46 farmers a~tended these meetings. 

Terrace Demonstration 

One terracing demonstration was held in the county in August to demon­
strate methods of terrace construction usjag a disk tiller. There is 
considerable interest in terracing and several farmers have ordered 
disk tillers. 

Town~hip U~etings 

Throush the assistance and cooperation of the Cct::nty :Sxtensi.on Director 
and the County Farm Bureau, the sound motion ~1i cture ' Tl1e Ri ver 11 and 
"Once Upon L Timen vrere shown at tovmship meetings in five tovrnships 
during December. At each meeting a short discussion vras pref:ented on 
district Rcti vi +;ies. -~ tota2. of 166 attended these 5 ~~;eetil:gs. 

Cover Crops 

i 

\ ,. 
~ 

... 

The district had experimental cover crop plots on two farms in tha county 
during 1945. '.;l,.ere seeded in soybeans at the tLne of the last cultivation, 
1iild Rye ~:~.nd Rye B.nd \-etch developed good stands and considerable grovlth. 
Both show promise as cover crops but more work is needed before any 
recorronendations can be made. The district feels that if further experimentaJ. 
trials are to h9 carried out t~1at they should be on a largar basis; covering 
plots of one to two acres in size. If this were done, it vrould be possi­
ble to obtain much more informo.tion on the value of cover cro·:,,s. Some -vml·k 
is also needed in desis ning simple and ade~uate equipment to seed cover 
crops. 

Foraze Trial Plots 

In the spring; of 1945, several forage trial plots were seeded on tl,c 
state hor;::>ital farm. These vrere put in by Dr. Bo.ako) plant pathologist, 
assisted by the County .uxt ·nsion Directo1· . Several plots of broma mixtur:os 
includin:; different legumes vrere seeded. Good stands no.ve been ~ecureC.. 
Dr. Baa.ke plans to make yield determinations on the various grass n.nd 
legume mixtures. Results of these trials Y.'ill oe followed closely as such 
information has a direct bearing on soil conserv~ tion pro cra"'l.s rec :y:::unend·7c"t 
in Cherokee County. 
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Commercial Fertilizer 

The .district assisted the Co,u::.ty Extension Director in establishing ex-· 
perimental plots to check tP~ 8ffect of nitrogen fertilizer as a side 
dressing for corn. Obse:rvv:hor.s indicate yield inc1·eases, especially on 
thin soils. The outstandins oifference noted was the improvement in the 
quality of the corn harvested. The manager of the Farmer 1 s Coop. at 
Cleghorn stated; that from observations on two farms, th3 quality vras in­
creased one grade. 
Due to the increased interest in and demand for commercial fertilizer the 
district has fot.~nd that :r::.ore information is needed so that recom.mendations 
can be made that yrilL ena'hle farmers to reap the largest i_1ossible benefit 
from appl.ications of conunarcial fertilizer. ~Jinernl deficiencic:s have been 
observed in scattered parts of t~e county"~·with calcium and phcsphate apparently 
the most prevalent., 

Contour Listing 

There is a good deal of interest in contour li.sting. Dv:ring 19L~5, the ex­
periGnces of many farmers in the county vvi th conto'..lr li~' bing was not t;oo 
satisfactory. Because .of this the district has requested the Experiment 
Station to set up three corn planting method demonstrations in various parts 
of tho county. The district hopes to obta:i_n infor.-:J.a.tion comparing listing 
with other methods of plantin~ and also obtain recommendations on listing 
practices. 

7reed Control 

The district fce.ls that weed control is an integral part of a sound soil 
ccms.;rvation program and tl1a.t special emphasis must be placed on it in 
this county. 
Experiments conducted by the County Extension Director in this county indicat-e 
that the ;veok killer kno1•rn as 2-4D is at least as effective as . sodium chlorate. 
It also has an e.dvnntago in ti1.0.t it does not leavo the :;.r,il bc.rren o.nd subject 
to erosion. Stock should be made available and more information obtained as 
to its effectiveness and the best time of application. 
The Cherokee County Farm uupply Co. is stocking this vrc 3d kille:r, primarily 
for experimental use. · 

COOPE;lATIOlJ ITU OTH;i;R .'.G;:.;:TCI:CS 

Cherokee County Farm Bureau - the district wishes to express its appreciatirm 
of tho assistanccr·endered during the past year by this orgar.izatio·c,. It 
should also bo noted that the Fa.rm Bureau plannin,: comr.,}.ttee 0.nd bi'Jf'rd of 
directors wrote in their progrc:.m for 1946 that soll cor.sorvo.tion vras to bA 
one of tho two major projects designo.ted for sp.Jcio.l ompi1asi s, 
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Extension Service - th0 dj strict is indebted to our loco.l county ex­
tuns ion ·dire')torfor the ,ho lp he has given in cetting tho soi.l con­
servatioll program uncler vr~,y. Ho has not mis~cd an opportunity to 
promote the us~ of soi.l c•.>nservation pr ).ctices in his vmrk and contacts. 
During tl1e rush seascn lO:~::t spdng his of.fice ,,'J8.s of greo.t help in 
handling requests for ass~stance~ 

AAA- the county AAA organization has done much to promote tho use of 
·soil conservation practices in this county; ·they have consulted with us 
in attempting to work out a sound soil conservation program for the 
county. Members of the county committee are very much interested 
and all have instal}ed soil conservation practices on their farms. They 

.. 
.. -

inform us that accordin~; to their records, about 22,000 flc:~es of row ~ 

crop was contoured in the county in 1945. ~ 

Newspapers - the district appreciates the assistance the newspapers have 
given us by publicizin::; the work and program it is striving to establish 
in this county. It is worthy of note that Cheroke0 County business men 
huve run ads in locul.papers supporting the district program. 

OUTLOOK 

The district fee ls thnt tho proposed Little Sioux Valley flood pontrol 
program presents a challengo and o.n ~pportunity. It is a challenge 
to got o.s. much conservation on tho land as possible becaus~ that is 
the only wo.y ii?- which tho flood control program can bo mo.de to operate 
offocti vo ly. 
It is an opportunity to oxtond ou·r program in this county more rapidly 
bocauso of' tho increased emphasis that vrill"bo placed on soil conser-
vation in the Little Jioux Va.llcy. ' 

*******~*~****** 

SUB!UTTED DY THB C0'11.1ISSIOlTERS OF TH....! CHEIWK.8E COUlli'TY SOIL 
CONS8Il.VATION DISTRICT: 

~:~ 
/s/ 

c. c. ~fart.in, Chairman 
Louis C. :Songsto:1. 
James R. Fee 
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