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advertised periodically as funds become available.
Oskvig says early applications allow for more

EQIP Signup Continues for
Dickinson County Aq Producers
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thorough conservation planning. “If you apply 9;
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Signup continues for Dickinson County agricultural identify all natural resource concerns and treat-
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who face threats to soil, water, air and related If you are interested in more information orto
natural resources on their land. . set up an appointment to sign up for EQIP, i
= . please contact the Spirit Lake USDA Service §
EQIP applications are accepted by the Natural , Center at 712-336-3782, Ext. 3.
Resources Conservation Service (NRgS), located %
at the USDA Service Center, 2412 17" Street in .
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EQIP practices include, but are not limited to: flyer included

grassed waterways, livestock waste manage-
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structures, pest and nutrient management,
no-till and biofilters.

ment facilities, livestock mortality facilities, with this :NindbLeakf i 5
grazing management systems and equipment, owe;r o |rtmg :n
composting facilities, grade stabilization newsletter. ﬁgot (l)ngocszrie r)(t

If you are
interested in a
new windbreak or a windbreak renovation, a
number of cost-share programs for wind-
breaks and shelterbelts are available.
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District Conservationist Carroll Oskvig says EQIP
applications are accepted on a continuous basis.
Cutoff dates to rank applications are set and
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State cost-share usually provides for 50% or 75%
of actual costs, depending on the practice and the
location within the county.

Some other practices include waterways,
terraces, sediment basins, grade stabilization
structures, Diversions, as well as farmstead
windbreaks, and field windbreaks.

A no-till, ridge-till or strip-till incentive is offered
on a one-time only, per producer basis, with a
maximum of 80 acres at $10 per acre.

For more information on cost-share programs or to
request technical assistance, contact the USDA
Service Center at 2412 17th Street, Spirit Lake, or
call 712-336-3782, Ext. 3.

Silver Lake Watershed Project

The Dickinson Soil & Water Conservation District
(SWCD), the Osceola Soil & Water Conservation
District (SWCD), and the Silver Lake Park Improve-
ment Association (SLPIA), have come together to
form a unique partnership geared toward improving
the water quality of Silver Lake. The initial focus of
the Silver Lake Watershed Improvement Project
will be reducing sediment and nutrient loading to
the lake via wetland restoration upstream of Silver
Lake.

In 2008, the Osceola SWCD was presented with a
nearly half million dollar grant from the State of
lowa Watershed Improvement Review Board
(WIRB). This grant was earmarked to provide
incentive payments to landowners in the Silver
Lake Watershed for enrolling existing wetlands,
or restoring farmable wetlands into the Wetland
Reserve Program (WRP). The Silver Lake
Township in Dickinson County, and the Fairview
Township in Osceola County, comprises about 90
percent of the Silver Lake Watershed. Smaller
portions of the watershed are located in Excelsior
Township, Dickinson County, and Jackson County,
Minnesota.

NRCS Staff:

Carroll Oskvig, District Conservationist
Tim Moran, Soil Conservation Technician
Betty Romero, Soil Conservation Technician

IDALS-DSC Staff:
Maxine Butler, State Secretary

The Osceola and Dickinson
SWCD'’s recently hired
Harris native Ryan Ransom
as coordinator of the Silver
Lake Watershed Improve-
ment Project. Ransom
stated they have a 3-year
goal of enrolling 250 acres into the WRP program
The Silver Lake Watershed is expected to become a
Priority Area for WRP projects in the state of
lowa, which will enhance opportunity for enroliment
into a program that has traditionally been very com-
petitive. Landowners will be offered full cropland
value for enrolling their acres in WRP permanent
easement agreements. This value is based upon
the Corn Suitability Rating (CSR) of the acres in
question. A combination of federal easement pay-
ments and incentive payments from the WIRB grant
should make the WRP program an attractive option
for landowners in the watershed, Ransom said.

A public meeting for property owners in the
Silver Lake Watershed will be held at the Lake
Park Community Center at 2:00 pm on Wednes-
day, January 28, 2009. This will be an informative
meeting geared towards explaining opportunities
provided by the Silver Lake Watershed Project.
Local SWCD and Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) staff will be on hand to field any
questions and explain the benefits and options of
WRP. This staff will also be available after the
informative session to facilitate questions and
concerns from individual landowners. Any individu-
als who are not able to attend, or have questions
prior to the meeting may contact Ryan Ransom at
712-336-3782, Ext. 3.

Check out the Clean Water Alliance
website at
www.cleanwateralliance.net
for news and updates on current and

on-going projects.

District Staff:

Steve Anderson, Urban Conservationist
John Wills, CWA Coordinator

Ryan Ransom, Silver Lake Coordinator
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