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INTBomcmon
The following is a report of the activitiee of the Ida’ Gounty 5
Soil Conservation District and other cooperating agencies for the
1949 calendar yesr. Combined with the record of accomplishments of
the different organizations is a d1scusslon of the methods used in
attaining these ends¢ It is hoped that by such a- proesedure, the
experiences :of this Disgtrict may be gainfully employed by dthers,
There is considerable duplication in the reports of the accomplish-
ments of the District and of the Ida County Produotion and Marketing
Administration., Since thi$ can not be eliminated, the reports of the
two agencies must not bé added together to project a2 picture of the
total for the county.or Disfricte S g 3

In 1949 the District wes giﬁen the fofioﬁing'direct'assiétanoe:

From the U. S.rDepﬁrtment of Agficulture. Soil Conservation A
Service: | ;; b b o r-’: ikl G

Soil Con ervationist (P—?) - 12 months senvice
Soil Conservationist (P-1) - 4 months servioe
Conservation Aid (SP=5) '~ 12 months service
. Trapsportation, office space 2nd supplies for the
- .- iabove,. (U..S, Post Office. Department furnlshed )
v, effice. space) ;
. From: the Ida County Ferm. Bureau. Cooperating with the U._S.'
Department of Agriculture, Extension Service and the
Iowa State. Extension Service:
. Assistance of the County Extension pirector in .
..setting up and. holding meetings, in laying contour‘,
‘guide’ lines on farms- ‘of" prospective oooperators, i
and in'acting as secretary for the” District LR
R :Commissioners. R
‘~y{From the Ida County Production and Merketing Adm1n1stration*~
: A331stance Ain: 1aying out contour guide lines.
widien s Mach favorable newspeper publiclty. s
- From.the State Soil Conservotion Committee
$250 for mlscellaneous expense. Al Ak
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'DEV“LOPLNGMINEEREST“LN-SOIL'GONSERVATTON.
The*development of lnterest “in e@il conservat1on is the first

Stepslh the District Work:Plan,: The goal is to obtain, if possible,
proper.competence and ideals of: farm dperators,iespecially as regards
.}he fundamentals:of soil.conservation, (This step is very important
_Tsince ‘it ‘constitutes’ the threshold from which all. 3011 saving activity

must depart to establish.soil, conservatlon praetices on the land. No
set technique! has been: developed to arouse. this interest However,
the operatlonal aids set, forth’ below have proved effective in meny
caseld: !l UV E LT AT WAL B FAe Y B Al e Rkl : &

i O R e T B R e b
‘ The econonic approach now used, by. the Production, Mrrketing

Adminjstration through its local office has proved very effective in
stirring up-lntereet. Elsewhere: in, thls report the acconplishnents
of this method in~ Ide County are! set ﬁorth‘ The thtle Sioux Flood
Control Progron operetes in the north three-fourths of the District,
It provides water dlsposel systens to groups of farmers without cost
where the farmers cbn gurrantee the nointendnce of the system. There
are some who dlsagree with the idea of paying a fermer to help
hinsgelf, but the volue of. the work as & whole -can not be discounted
where the goal is ﬁo arouse enthnsiﬁsm. ok fw “3
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Congiderable difficulty hﬁs been encountered in obtnlnlng the
necessary cooperation with lend ownérs in the-’ ﬁntter of meintenance
funds for the Little Sioux Flood Control Project. It is felt that
if the County Board of Supervisors could be, prev iled upon to assume-
nmaintenance functions as suthorized by Iowa’ lews, thls dlfflculty
would be largely eliminated. - .’ : " ’_*'j x

+ Farn conservetion plans. resultlng from Fﬂrmer—Dlstrlct -Agreements
have made excellent demonstrati&hs for farners to wetch and study.
During the past year this Dlstrict hés heﬁ ebout one hundred such
pleps in operatlon. There will: be about one hundred and fifty in 1950.

Tours have not: been used extensively since ﬂost usually only
smoll attendance can be obtained. . In addition, experience indicates
that over a period of time it is the sane small group which attends

all of the tours.

‘There hes been a Veteran's Agricultural Training School in
operation in this District since March 1947, These young farmers
have encountered considerable difficulty in convincing their landlords
that they should practice soil conservation on their farms. During the
past year several of these veterans have succeeded individually in
breaking down this barrier to soil .conservation, and have requested
the District for assistance in applying soil conservation practices
to their farns.

Soil conservation educatiorn was given a big boost in this
District last summer through the efforts of the Holstein Advance and
its editor, Mr. Bruce Bye, in conjunction with the Holstein Chamber
of Commerce. The nationally famous Tom Kelly wes obtained. He held
an audience of 250 spell-bound for ~ ore than an hour,
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Meetings have been attended by local people interested in soil
conservation,’ at Marcus . where 'Louls Bromfield was featured, and at
Aurelia where Ollie Fink, secretary of Frields of thé Lend was the
speaker, and at Cherokee where Ir. Forman talked on "8011 and Nutritlon"

f The Sioux City Jouraal ﬁnd the bioux City Chambér of Commerce
ponso;ed the four-.state fiioux -City Progrem fop Pernanent Agriculture,
This has been very helpful 4n recognizing actunl farner accompllshments

"in goil conservation.

N e
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There are our newsnavers in the District. all wgeklyc They * = ~
are, Tic ld2 County Picuzer-Pecord, The“Adsnlé Creekifimes, The'
Holstain Advans: aud vz Gaita Tviuuw', 431 fousr have devoted mdch
spacs,;u.une prirting ¢f so0ll conservetion news:item%,

.

N

fbu licunty Extensicn Direchtor in his weekly newqpfper column’ -
alwnys brings ont rndinivr on soil congervat1on. ‘This column'is’
printed in %he iau* county pepers-and in. the Farnm Bureau Svokesman.:

EXTENSICH ACTIVITIES FCR SOIL -CCONSZRVA! ION I»”IDA COUNTY

The following hes teen exiracted from 1949 annual report of the
Ida County Agrizulturel Extension. Director, Mr. Bruce W Marcue.

"The ‘work of this agent, the Soil Conservation Service, and the
Soils District in surveying Bettie township for so0il condervetion
needs was'highly: stuceesef2l, the purpeses of this SUTVey was to find
what the work load would be for the coming spriig, fo locate prospeotive
leaders and to ascert v whers we are falllnb down in our soil conser-
vation progrem, I hsiieve the results of this suarvey lndlcﬁte that
sone farmers do noi kaow whereto go: for "SSLsc<nce, that most fzrmers
are sympathetic with sie soi: conservotion progren end there are many
leaders who have nos scen used in deweloping our, progran. Probably one
of the most impo:iaunt Fiidings wes the foct theti mosi farmers-have a
rather hagzy ides 2o te tne definiticn of terms a&s contouring and
terracing: Primrrily they nre farrers who accepy teccmnended crop
rotations.” They hevitate to accept some of these other practices
because they do not w.lerstand what they noy be.!

"This survoy was couducted by six parties cf two men each, One
member of each onrhty was & recormended farmer, cne who has used one or
riore recomnenisd soil practivss. The other nember was a technical man
or a Soil Concarvation Diefrict. Cormissioner. These teams did a rather
splendid job, however, 1t is recormended that in further surveys of
this nature each team have at least one men with technicel background."
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"Probably in the field of..soil conservation the Soil Consertrtion
Short Course was next in importence. This short course was’designed to
fill in sorie of the gaps definitions, to show pictures of the operation
of various types of soil conservation measures., It was one designed
primarily to be used in 2 continuing progran. + . . o "

"The cooperatlon of the: Holstein Chember of .Commerce in presenting
the summer's progran wes grestly appreciated. The audience thst turned
out to hear Tom Kélly was rather smell, however, there was meny who
had never before attended 2 soil conservotier meetings ~Fron thie
“Tespect it wog blgh?f cuciaaful " <
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ORGANIZING FOR . SOIL CONSERVQTION AND FLOOD CONTROL

“fhe second step used in this district in estab11sh1ng 3011
conservation on the land is the orgenization of small wrtershed . groups
~of fermers. This method is used becnuse, it speeds up the work of the
_ farn planner andof the technician who will assist the former in.loying
out and placing the individusl practices on the land. Three district
commissioners are unable to assume the entire responsibility for seeing
that the work is done throughout the district. However, if a comnittee
of local farmers assunes this responsibility, & better job will be done
and the commissioners are free for other activities.

Ordinerily the County Extension Director hes a2ssuned the
responsibility for orgenizing these grocuns. During the past year his
activities have resulted in the formetion of one group, bdbringing the
totel © eleven. The District hesbeen responsible for obteining coop-
eration between fermer groups and the Ide County Board of Supervisors.

GETTING SOIL CONSTRVATION PRACTICES 4FPLIED

In 1949 this District has ~ssisted coomeroting frrners in estab-
lishing conservation practices in the amocunts shown below!

Contour planting _ , 5473'écrés ”
See&ihé waterweys . 166,200 sq. yd.
Terraces constructed . ' 10.4-nileé"
Contour field boundaries established 5124 rods
Adeéuate cropping systems planned . 5180 ﬂcrés

CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES OF IDA COUNTY PMA

'The ‘information in this section was prep red by Fred Harder,}
chairman, Edwin Cerlson and Ed Relngr Ida County FMA Conmittee. ¢
The acconplishments in the table below represent 1949 ACP paynents.

PRACTICE | UNIT 1949 1948
Standard terr%ces 8 . Mile 6* %Q'
Btk beindt pland ol Aqrg- . 7.288 4,935
Centour plant only : Acre - o 7 363 .+.5.969
Centour plant row crop . ?, _ Agrg_ 14 65; | 10.904
Seeding Qaée;QQQS e \iffffsq.‘Yd.-i 055422 . 1.313 000
Fine b aopenihy ,'Ll.“".: ) ;OfTbﬂ'."' 6049 . 6707
V"Fe?tiIiZer~spréad t:"'“ag=_;4433¢.m°#. _.: ,,}838 B | 732
":Green manuréwcrops i:~':‘;;i‘O;1‘~ Acre i-“'36.603“ .+ 30,456
Grassed headlands established | L}n Rod:u’?3-iOO,;_t . 42 277

* Practice firast used in 1949
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Farmers in Ida County are becoming more soil conservation minded
each year, For the past four years the acreage of contour planting
has steadily increased from about 6000 acres in 1946 to the present
14500 acres., Further increases are expected in 1950.

Iast year Ida County farmers ‘did not take full advantage of the

' PMA soil LeStlng progrem. Probably some of the fertilizer that wrs

spresd was applied incorrectly. Undoubtedly, the use-of fertilizer
wes not as extensive as it n;ght have been. )

The anount of grassed’ hendlends established Acclined somewhat
this year since. only thcse. headlands seeded around- Pontoured fields
could quclify for ACF ppynent.

, Payment of $1 50 per hundred linénr feet. ne standerd terrace
constructed was nade. iu 1949 for the ‘first tine.  -Payments for the
practice amounted to about one’ holf one one percent of the total
1949 ACP paynents for thig c0unty. :

LITTLE SICUX FLCOOD CONTRCL ACTIVITIES IN THE DISTRICT

During the past year. flood control works were established on two
sub-water shed arecs in this Dlstrlct. The projects have been very
effective, in Stlﬂulrtlng farther ihterest in soil’ conservation. . The
difficulty has, been exnericnced in JUstlfjlng to:the general publlc
the ‘cost of the. installatlons beceuse ‘they :do not comprehend the.
downstream flood control briiefits of these “structures. . The Federal
Government allocates money for these structures becsuse of their
help in curblng floods. downstrecm.

P _rA

In: regerd to a 10C< problen, the Klrkholm -sub-watershed of
Odebolt creek is. Just bealnning wnd ‘eovers only 2% -of the area of
the Odebolt Creek Wﬁtershed.‘_f” ;"'-J.~~ % o

It ig now the pollcy pf‘the Dletrlct to assume the costs of
maintenance of’ the F;ood Cbntrol Structures. Cpsts are defrayed by
individual peydents to.alDletrlct w1de maintenance fund. Meaintenance
payments. are celculrted on a a wotershed basis and this total is sub-divided
by the. 1nd1v1duc1s concerned s they see fit, Az initial payment of
3% of the constructlon cost. but not to exceed $1. OO PET . wﬁtershed acre
is collected. Thereﬁfter, 15 annual paynments of & of 1%, not to exceed
25¢ per acre w111 be collected fron 1nd1v1dual 1and0wners in the
water shed. AR Gl

PROBLX MS

The District has been unable to arrive at satisfactory solutions
to the following problens:

1. The 1950 systen of corn acreage allotrments is based on past
history, modified by judgment of local t ownship PMA comnmittee-~
nen. The law does not provide for ample consideration for
good land use. 0ld Soil Conservation District cooperators
who in previous years have reduced corn ocrenge to comply
with good soil conservation practices, now must reduce corn
acreages 2gain by the same nercentage as non-cooperators
who have had & high corn acreage. Better integration of
these twa progrems is Lodly needed. -
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The shortage of man-power for educational purposes.

The difficulty of maintaining long-time land use 2nd soil
conservation plans where there. is & rapid turnover of owners

and operators, ; ’

Many farmers overlook the need of & good rotation to assist
contouring and terracing practices in following good soil
managenent prectices.

The relative difficulty of controlling weeds in drilled corn,
which in turn retards the general acceptance of contour planting.

. Widespread use of 2,4-D may provide a partial answer,
.The lack of funds available to the Ida County Board of Super-

visors for roads. This problem becomes criticel where the
Little Sioux Flood Control Program calls for a large number

' of structures on public roads.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Space will not pernit thévnaming of all individuals and groups

to which this District is indebted for assistance and cooperation.
Many farm operators have carried on soil conservation practices with-
out our knowledze. However, it is desirous to name the following
organizations end persons, and to express appreciation for all
assistance rendered.

. Ida County F?rn Bureau
United States Soil Conservction Serv1ce
Ida County Production and uarketlng Adminlstrqtlon

Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station
Ida County Superintendent of Schools
Iowa Agricultural.Extension Service

Production and Marketlnb Admlnlstrotion

Sioux City Journal Tribune
Sioux City Chamber .of Comnerce

Battle Creek Times i3 Arthur. Trust and Sevings Bank

Galva Tribune : . Pirst Trust and Savings Bank (Galva)
Holstein Advance . Holstein State Bonk

Pioneer-Record (Ida Grove) Ida County Stete Benk (1aa Grove)

First State Bank (Battle Creek)
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PROGRESS SUMMARY
IDA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ESTABLISHED -~ Feb. 19, 1945
WORK UNIT OFFICE OPENED - Mar. 13, 1946
In 1949 To Doate

Sub-Watershed Groups Orzenized 1 1
Soil Conservetion Surveys (acres) 11 700 52 442
Farnm Conservation Plans Completed (No) 39 135
 (Acres) 7 191 23 809

Acres Contouring Leid Out 5 473
Miles Terraces Built 10.4 27
Acres Definite Crop Rotation Plenned 5 180 17 514
Educational Meetings Held (No) 14 65
(Attend) 513 1 619
News Articles 24 107
Denonstretions (No) \ ! 31
(Attend) 9 178
Radio Talks 1 2
Birthday Party (No) 1 4
(Attend) 250 825

ROSS BAUMANN, Chairmen
Ida County Soil fonservation District



