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Medicine in Iowa From Its Early Settle­
ment To 1876. 

D. S. FAIRCHILD, M. D. Clinton, Iowa. 

The Iowa Stata n1edical Society at its :VIay meetin1; in 1875 
provided for the appointment of a Committee whose duty it should 
be to prepare a History of Medicine in Iowa for the Centennial 
year , 1876. In arcordance with this proposition the President, Dr. 
W. F. Peck, appointed a Committee consisting of Drs. J. Williamson 
and S. B. Thrall of Ottumwa. Dr. A. P. McCullough of Brooklyn, 
Dr. W. D. Middleton of Davenport and Dr D. S. Fairchild. of Ames. 

The Committee through its chairman, Dr. Williamson, ~ubmitted 
the following cir cular letter to all leading physicians in the state. 

'' The following hints as to matters which should be cover ed 
in r eports may be of service.'' 

The history of epidemic or endemic diseases of your county 
or section of the State. 

The effects, if any of cultivation of soil upon disease. 
The indignous medical plants, mineral waters, etc. Biograph­

ical and historical notes of pioneer physirians, positions of honor 
held by them etc. Medical societies, county and district, when or­
ganized and present membership. (1876). 

Capital operations in sur ger y by whom and with what results. 
H ow far and wHh what success have local authorities supplied 

t he lack of state legislation on regulating the practice of medicine. 
Give the population of your county and the number of practicing 
physicians in it. How many are graduates and how many are not. 
Distinguish as to sex and so called ''Schools of ~1edicine. '' 1:Iedical 
Colleges, their full history from the date of their organization to 
the present time, (1875). Hospitals, public and private, their ca-

• 

pacity, etc. 
The Committee organized and divided the territory :1ss1gning 

Fl certain number of counties to each member. 
At the 1876 meeting of the State Society, held in Januar y, Dr. 

J. Williamson, Chairman of the Committee reported ''That after 
sending out a number of the circulars to the pr ofession of the State 
and also many personal appeals to individual members, he had been 
entir ely unable to procure responses or collect data whjch would 
amount to a r espectable r eport. That he had exhausted his means of 
procuring information and as he had no"v been placed on the Coot-
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mittee on publication he must positively decline to servP on the 
former Committee.'' 

The matter referred to the nominating committee B.l:.d Dr D. 
8. Fairchild of .Ames \vas tnade Chairman of the Corrunittee and 
Dr. J. J. M .. A.ngear of Ft. l\Iadison vvas added in the place of Dr. 
Williamson. 

On assuming the dut1es of Chairman of the Committe(), Dr. 
Fairchild made another appeal by letter to such membPrs of the 
profession as is h1s judgernent \vould be most \villing to prepar(~ 
the date desired and after repeated efforts and puttin~· together 
fragmentary reports from different gentlemen, such mattr~r as here 
offered \Vas obtained. 

1\. history of medicine in t\venty three counties was obtained. 
In some instane;es the reports were complete and satisfactory, in 
others incomplete but mnch valuable information was obtaHte!d which 
may be interesting to the profession today, as an entirely ne\v gen­
eration of medical practitioners occupy the field made vacant by 
the death or retirement of the men \vho were active in 1 7:5. 1 early 
all the men associated with me either directly or ind1rectly 1n the 
preparation of this work are dead. It gives me great pleasure, in­
deed, to revive a recollection of some names that \Vere prorninent 1n 
the medical profession in Io,va 35 or 40 years ago, esp ~cially in 
vievv of the fact that the pract1ce of medicine has undergone such 
radical changes that anything that occurred prior to 25 years ago 
is looked upon as anc1ent history and the Doctors of that day appear 
in the dim past. Not only does this apply to the practice of the heal­
ing art but also the methods of getting on. I often hear men still 
living who were active in the earlier days say that inh(~rited tra­
ditions of the past had become so fixed in their kinds as a part 
of their professional training as to be really burdensome now 
under the changed conditions. It has some times appeared to me 
that these things are said in a spirit of reproach, but it should be 
understood that the immense and radical changes which have taken 
place and are still going on must necessarily svveep away· many of 
the ethical notions \vhich governed the profession 40 or 50 years ago. 

The history of medicine in Iowa in its earlier days consisted 
mainly of the records of medical cases and epidemics '-y£ disease. 
Very little had been undertaken of a surgical character. It \Vas 
generally conceded that special consultations and surgical opera­
tions should be referred to the medical centers in large cities to 
men who had not only received special tra1n1ng bnt posse~sed a 
special and particular aptitude for surgical work. 

Appanoose County. -The data for Appanoose ounty was furnished by Dr. S. W. 
Sa,vyer of Centerville, Iowa. 
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Dr. Sa'' yer says :-During the early settlement of the County, 
the principle <hsea:ses \Vere malarial fever and catarrhal pneu1non1a . 
. A.t this time-1849 to 1 58-these diseases \vere usually sthenic in 
character and ·were almost invaril>ly treated by vene-section, calomel 
and quinine. · 

There IS no medical society in th1s vicinity ( 1 75) but Dr. 
a\vyer states that ··Steps are being taken however to organize 

one.'' 

Pioneer Physicians. 
Drs. UdelL Pralten, 1\ianson, Saltsgion, Field and Cottle, \vere 

among the pioneer physicians of .Appanoose County. Dr. Udell 
\vas three times elected to the state senate. Was surg<Jon to the 
36th Iowa Volunteers. Dr. Scott, ass1stant surgeon to the 33rd 
Io\va Volunteers. 

Epidemic Diseases. 

A very \Vide spread epid~mic of scarlatina of severe form pre­
vailed in the \vestern part of the county in 1 52-53. 

Typhoid fever first rnade its appearance and prevailed quite 
extensively in 1853. 

In 1856 forty cases of small pox occurred in the county. 
~ epidemic of Cerebro-Spinal meningitis occurred in the 

winter of 1863-64, which proved very fatal and has occurred re­
peatedly since. 

Diphtheria prevailed as an epidemic in 1856. The first cases 
nearly all proved fatal. 

A very extensive and fatal epidemic of erysipelas occurred in 
1865. 

Puerperal fever prevailed as an epidemic in 1873-7 4. 
Croup in the spring of 187 4 prevailed as an epidemic. 
The number of physicians practicing in Appanoose County 

in 1875 was 34. The number holding diplomas 16, non ~raduates 
18 ; males 31, females, 3. 
Classified as follows:-

Regulars 16, fiomeopaths 2, Eclectics 8, 1 ondescr1pts 5; all 
males. 

Females ; Regular 1, .1 ondescripts 1, Eelecticians 1-3 . 
• Surgical Operations . 

All the surgical operations \vhich could be found \vere perform-
ed by Dr. awyer . 

. A.mputation of the Thigh 5; one death. 
Amputations for the Leg 3; one death. 
Amputations of the Arm 1; Recovered . 
. Amputations for the Hand 1 Recovered. 
Amputations of the Penis 1; Recovered. 
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Ampntatjons of the l\Ianunary Gland 1; Recovered. 
Op~ra tion for:-

Inguinal IIernia 1; Recovered. 
Imperforate 1\.nus 1; Recovered. 

Boone County. 

medical society e~isted in Boone County in 1 66 called the 
"Boon~ County ~1edical ociet~r". A fe\v meetings \Vere held but 
owing to a 'vant of interest on the part of 1ts members it 'vas soon 
in "Articulo-mortis." 1\.pril 21st. 1 71, a new society \vas organiz­
ed, called the "Boone County l\1edical oc1ety", 1-v1th 14 members. 
Dr. L. J .... \.Herman 'vas elected President and Dr. A. A. Deering, 

ecretary. Four or five meetings 'vere held and this society follow­
ed its predecessors. 

June 2nd, 1874, a society ·was organized at Boone, railed the 
Central District l\tiedical Assoc1ation of Io,va consistin~ of regular 
physicians practicing in Boone. Story, Green and Carroll Counties. 
Dr. P . Boonsboro was elected President and Dr. Charlcl" Enfield 
of Jefferson, Secretary. The society no1-v numbers 25-(1875) and 
holds its meetings on the 3rd Tuesdays in June and December. 

Pioneer Physicians. 
Dr. P. S. Moser, the only son of the late Dr. Ph11lip l\1oser of 

Charleston, South Carolina, 'vas born in Charleston, . C., July, 
1829. He graduated from tha University of Penn., 1 52, and moved 
to i\1uscatine, Iowa, in April of the same year. In ~1ar(lh, 1854, 
he moved to Boonsboro \vhere he engaged in an extensive practice. 

Dr. Moser was indeed a pioneer physician and surgeon. t 
the time he located in Boone County, there 'vere no railways in 
Iowa and the country vvas but thinly settled, in fact, the only ettle­
ments were along the \Vater courses whare timber could be easily 
secured. In times of need it became necessary for physicHtns situat­
ed as was Dr. Moser to rid~ long distances, often over very un­
certain roads, subject to hardships 'vhich can no'v scarcely be ap­
preciated. Dr. Moser was a dignified and courtly gentlentan of the 
old school, southern type. IIe had 1nany characteristics ·which dis­
tinguished him fTom other men, but \vas altogether a man of marked 
ability. 

Dr. L. J. Allerman, a native of ~evv York, graduated from the 
tTniversity of Ne'v York City Ill 1864 and commenced p.cactlce 1n 
Boone in 1866 \Vhere he rapidly acquired a large practlrc. 

Among other pioneer physicians may be mentioned: D1s. DeTar, 
1-Iolden, Rice, Hull, Parr, Pollock, Simons and Royster, of these 
men no data could be obtained npon which to construct a biograpb­
i cal sketch. 

There is no history of epidemic diseases having prevailed in this 
County prior to the spring of 1876 when diphtheria appeared in a 
very fatal form. 

.. 



.. Number of pract icing physicians in Boone County in (1875)-19 . 
Regular Graduates 13. 
Eclectics, not graduates. 5. 
Homeopaths, 1. 

Surgical Operations. 

1860-The first an1putat1on \vas in 1860. Upper third of th1gh. 
Drs. Pollock, l\'loser and Wood- Recovery 

1861-Amputation of leg. Drs. ~loser and De Tar-Recovery. 
1861-Amputation of upper third of thigh. Drs. l\Ioser, Parr 

and DeTar-Recovery. 
1862--Amputation of lo\ver third of thigh. Drs. Parr and De­

Tar-Recovery. 

I 
1862--Amputation of low~r third of arm. Dr. I\foser- Re-

covery. 
1863-Amputatlon middle third of leg, Dr. ~Ioser-De.:'ath. 

1867-Amputation of leg. Dr. Gerard- Recovery. 
1867-Amputation upper third of thigh. Drs. l\Ioser Allerman 

&nd Gerard-Death. 
1868-Amputation middle third of thigh, Dr. Allerman -R~c-.L v­

ery. 
1873-Amputation at shoulder joint, Drs. Allerman an<1 Ro,ve -

Recovery. 
1873-Amputation of middle third of arm, Dr. ~1oser-Death. 
1871 Amputation of upper third of leg, Dr. I\foser-Recovery 
1871 Amputation of lo\v~r third of leg, Dr. 1\Ioser--Recovery. 
1873-Herniotomy, Inglunal, Dr. Ro,ve-Death. 
1874 Amputation of upper third of leg. Dr. Allerman; Recovery 
1874 Amputation of upper third of leg, Dr. Allerman-Death. 
1875 Amputation of the upper third of leg, Dr. Allerrnan--llc-

covery. 
1875-Amputation of the lower third of leg, Dr. Allerman--Rc­

covery. 
1875-0variotomy, Drs. Meeker and l\1oser- Death 8th day. 
1875-Amputation of th~ lower third of thigh, Drs. ~r oser, .Al­

lerman and Rowe-Recovery. 
1876-Herniotomy, Inguinal, Dr. Palmer- Recovery. . 
In addition to the above list of surgical operations, Dr. }loser 

added from his personal list, 5 cases of trephining for fracturr •>f the 
skull. 

Chopart's Amputation, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 1 
Excision of the Elbow Joint, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 
Vesico Vaginal Fistula, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Tracheotomy, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 1 
Talipes Vartls, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Paracentesis Thoracis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Paracentesis Abdominalis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 19 

• 
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Amputation of CerYix teri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . :3 
. p 1 . •),.. ter1ne o J'PI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .;.I 1 

1ms Operation, Dysmenorrhea, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C) 

Rnptur~ Perineun1, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Fistula in no . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
X ecrosis of Tibia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
~ errosis of Other Bones, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Cerro Gordo County. 
-The history o'f medic1ne in this county· is a short story. In 

1 75 the population of Cerro Gordo connty \vas 7000 and but fe,v 
records had been made on medical 1natters. Dr. J.\. .4\ . ..1.. oves 

' 
gathered \vhat data conld be found. In 1 75 there \vere 15 practic-
ing physicians in the connt~r of \vhich number. 9 \Vere graduates 
and 6 practicing without diplomc:\s. The 15 physician~ 'vere clas i­
fied as follo,vs · R egulars 7. ~n grad nates~ Eclectics 2, all graduates; 
Homeopaths 2. all non-graduates; Tho1npson1ans 3, non-graduates; 
nonrlescript 1, not a graduate. . To n1echcnl soc1ety existed in this 
connt:v in 1875 or prior to that time. 

Four snr O'ical operations could be coUected. 1\mputation 
through upper third of leo-, Dr. Hnrcl of Franklin connty and Dr 
Dr akin of Cerro Gordo county. Rero' ery. mpntation of lo,ver 
third of leg. Drs. Allen and Ogden. Recovery T,vo cases of 
stricture of urethra \vere cured by externHl urethrotomy by Dr. . 
A. ~ 1oyes. 

Clinton County. 

Dr. P . . J. Farns\\·orth. I he vet eran phys1cian, first of Lyons and 
afterward of Clinton furnished the Comn1ittee a fnll and interesting 
account of merh cal matters Ill this county and will be r elated in his 
own language. 

Clinton county is situated in the extr eme eastern part of the 
state, at the eastern bend of the l\1ississippi river It IS high r olhng 
prairie originally timbered along the river and 1ts tributaries. I t 
has a general elevation of t\vo hundred feet above the level of the 
river at Keokuk. Its soil JS allnv1um and clay resisl1ng on the 
~iagara limestone by 'vh1ch the \Vater for domestic purposes is largely 
Impregnated with lime and magnesia. 

'rhe first 'vhite settlers arrived in th1s rountv in 1 32. After • 

that Lime, it was rapidly settled by Immigrants from eastern states. 
There are a few settlements of Germans, some of English ann a 
small number of Irish but the inhabitants mostlv came from Ne'v 

"' 
England, ew York. Ohio and P ennsvlvania . 

• 

The oldest to"rn is Camanche. In 1860 it \Vas destroyed by u 
tornado in which 37 lives were lost. Sin ce that misfortune it has 
not been a very important point. 

The first physician mentioned is Dr 
. 

filler Do"rn. He does 
I 
l 
I 
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not appear to 11ave been a graduate hnt rather as a fugitive from 
justice for having participated in a "prematnre resurrection" before 
having- completed his medical course. He ~oon removed to Lyons 
and is there spoken of as a snccessfnl practitioner . nbsequently he 
moved to Texas. 

Dr. WHliam l\IcQnigg came to Camanche in 1875. Graduated 
at Cleveland 11edical School in 1 Gl and later removed to Lvons 

" 

Dr. A. B. Ireland settled in Camanche in 1 52 having gr aduated 
at illinois :\Iedical College in 1846 

(Dr . Ireland died Aug. 29: 1878. at the age of 60. Dr. Ireland 
'va an ideal physician of the old school strong phys1rally and 
mentally. possessing in an nnnsual measure the qualities which bring 
respect and ronfidence both as a citizen and phys1rian. He was a 
man of rigid integrity and had a sincere regard for the 'velfare 
of his profession. ) D. S. F. 

DeWitt at the organ1zation of the county in 1 46 \vas designated 
as the County Seat. Dr. J\1~tcalf came there in 1841 and died 1n 
1849. He had been a ne" spaper man and ha<l the reputation of 
po sessing considerable literary abihty. 

Dr. Asa ::\!organ came to De Witt in 1848. He entered the army 
in 1862 and served as surgeon during the war; then he vvent to 
Texas. 

Among the other physicians who have practiced in DeWitt may 
be mentioned: Drs. S. D. Golden, John Kelley, E. W. Vary, A.W. 
Morgan, a graduate from the College of Physicians and Surgeons at 
Keokuk in 1870, D. Langan, a graduate of Keokuk 1n 1 63 aud J. 
E. Dennison, a graduate of the Albany :Niedical College in 1868. 

Lyons was settled in 1843. Dr. Bassett is mentioned as one of 
the earliest physicians and Drs. Downs. Smith and Ankeny practiceu 
there as early as 1850-54. Dr. G. lVI. Dav1s came to Lyons 1n 1855, 
become postmaster in 1861, and is novv a farmer (1875) . 

Dr. A. S. Hudson, a graduate of the Albany Medical College, 
commenced practice in Lyons in 1856. He was a successful physician 
and surgeon and in the latter rapacity entered the 26th Iowa In­
fantry in 1862. Having served during the \Var, he returned t" 
Lyons and resumed his prartice but after two years left for Stocton, 
California. IIe \vas one of the first physicians who advocated and 
used Chloroform and in 1866 read a paper before the State Medical 
Soriety on this subject. 

Dr. C. H. Lothrop graduated from the University of Ne'v 
York in 1858 and came to Lyons the same year In 1861 he entered 
the 1st Iowa Cavalry as ass1stant surgeon. He became full surgeon 
and served during the \Var. II1s health became very much 1mpaired 
and he has of late (1875) devoted the most of his time to the 
preparation of a directory of the physicians of the state which 1s 
soon to be issued and promises to be a valuable 'vork. (The directory 

• 
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,vas issued in 1876). He has \vritten several papers for medical 
journals and has invented various surgical appliances. 

Dr. G. E. W etherall, a graduate of the 1Jn1versity of J. ew York 
1856, was assistant sur geon in the 26th Reg. Io\va Volunteer~. 

Settled in Lyons after the war. 
Dr. ,J. E. Enn1s, a graduate of Rush il·Iedical College, Chicago. 

Dr. William McQuigg and Dr. nL H. W estbrook may also be 
mentioned among t he early physicians of Lyons 

The settlement of Clinton '\Vas commenced in 1855 Dr. Mc­
Cormick was the first physician, graduated from the University of 
Penn, 1855, came to Clinton in 1856 and continued to practice until 
death. 

Dr. H owell, a graduate of Buffalo 1viedical College came in 
1856 an died in 1863. 

Dr. S. H . Noyes, a graduate of Dartmouth Medical College, 
(1855) practiced in Clinton. Enter ed the army as Assistant Surgeon, 
became full surgeon but did not r eturn to practice in Clinton. 

Dr. P. J. Farnswort h, a graduate of the College of Physirians 
and Sur geons, N. Y., 1860, came to Lyons in 1863, removed to Clin­
ton in 1866. Dr. Farnsworth was t he first Prof. of Materia ~f adica 
Department of the Iowa State University. (After many years of ac­
tive teaching, he was placed on the Emeritus list. He died at Clinton 
as the result of an accident, (1910) . D S. F. 

Dr. H. S. Farnsworth located in Lyons in 1866 and r emoved 
to Clinton in 1872,' where he continued to practice until his death in 
1904. 

Dr. A. Reynolds, a graduate of the University of Vermont in 
1846 came to Clinton in 1869, was engaged in a successful practice 
until 1873, when he was appointed Supt!rintendent of the Inde­
pendence Insane Hospital. He r esigned in 1881 and resumed practice 
m Clinton where he enjoyed the leading practice until his death in 
1899. Dr. Reynolds was once mayor of Clinton. Dr. Reynolds 
will be remembered as a gentleman of the old school type, courteous 
by instinct and inheritance, one of nature's noblemen. 

Among other early physicia;ns of Clinton may be mentioned Dr. 
A. J. Hobart, a graduate of the University of Michigan 1859, Dr. 
C. W. Meyers, a graduate of Cleveland Medical College, 1870, and 
Dr. Hayard, a graduate of the Ohio Medical College, 1876. 

Clinton County Medical Society was organized in 1859. In 
1869, its constitution was revised and its membership restricted . 
It now numbers twenty-six members (1875) and holds quarterly 
meetings, Dr. C. B. Ireland, President, and Dr. H. S. Farnsworth, 
Secretary. 

In the early history of Clinton county, malarial fevers prevailed 
somewhat extensively, , since that time, they have been only of 
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occasional occurrence notably in 1872-73. 
Diphtheria first made its app~arance as an epidemic in 186u 

but 'vas not particularly fatal. It appeared 1n a malignant form 
in Clinton in September. 1 75. from this date to Dec. 31st, there 
,vere 98 cases of which 48 "rere fatui. 

The number of practicing physicians in Clinton county (1875) 
is 32. Of th1s number, 27 ar~ Regulars, 2 Homepaths, 3 Eclectics. 
Of the 27 regular physicians, 21 are graduates and 6 non-graduates. 

Dallas County. 

Dallas County l\riedical Society was organized in Nov., 1868, 
l\1embership in 1875-25. 

Biographical Notes of Pioneer Physicians. 
Dr. lVL B. 1Iaulsby of Redfield \vas born 1817 in Wayne county, 

Indiana, where he r~ceived a common English education. Entered 
the Ohio ~Iedical College at the age of 25 and after attending one 
course of lectures, returned to his native county 'vhere h~ engaged 
in the practice of his profession until 1854 when he removed to 
Dallas county, Io,va, where he has been engaged in a large and 
lucrative practice until the present time, (1875 ) . Dr. lVIaulsby has 
been the President o.f the Dallas County ~Iedical Society since its 
organization. 

Dr. T. J. Caldw~ll of Adel \vas born in Vermeltown county, 
Indiana, in 1836. Educated at N~'vport University in 1851-52-53. 
He removed to Dallas county in the fall of 1853. Began to study 
medicine in 1856, graduated from the l\tiedical Department, of the 
State University, then located at Keokuk in 1861. Aft~r graduation, 
returned to Dallas county, and has been engaged in a large and 
profitable practice from that time until the present, (1875). 

In 1862, Dr. Caldwell \vas appointed by the Governor examin­
ing surgeon of the militia of the county. In 1864, was appointed 
Assistant Surgeon af the 23rd Iowa Vol. Infantry, which position 
he held until the close of the rebellion. In 1872, \vas appointed 
examining surgeon for pensions \vhich position he r~signed in 1874. 

Dr. E. Van Fossen, a graduate of Rush 1\Iedical College, Chicago, 
located in Adel in 1852, \vhere he continued in the practice of medi­
cine thre~ or four years at the expirat1on of wh1ch time he \-vas 
elected a member of the State Legislature. After serving one term, 
Dr. Van Fossen abandoned the practice of med1c1ne and became n 
farmer. 

An epidemic of diphtheria prevailed in Dallas county in 1861-
-62. It assumed a very malignant t) pe comphcated with erysipelas. 

Interment and remittant f~vers occurred in the low botto1n 
lands along the streams and in the v-icinity of lovv ground con­
taining ponds of \Vater, \vhile typho-malarial fevers occurred in 
certain localities. 

The influence of cultivation of the soil has been to very rna-

• 
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terially lessen thG prevalence of endetnic diseases, especially malarial 
fevers. 

Dallas county is well supplied \Vith chalybeate and sulphur 
spr ings affording a plentyful supply of the purest and b~st of \Vater. 

Local authorit1es ha vc done nothing to supply the lack of state 
legislation r egulating the practice of medic1ne. 

The number of physicians 1n Dallas county is 27, of \vhich 13 
have diplomas and 14 have no djplon1as. Of the non-graduates, 12 
are r egulars. one is an eclectic and one homeopath. Of the gradu­
ates, 13 are regulars. 

Surgical Operations. 

1867-Amputation of the left mammary gland. Cancer age 52, 
r ecovery. Died of other diseaSGS 15 months later 

1868-Amputation of left arm at junction of middle with upper 
third, threshing machine accident, age 30, recovery. 

1868-Amputation of thigh, lower third, age 65, necrosis o£ 
bone, recovery. 

1869-Amputation of leg, lower third, age 60. Mo\ving ma­
chine accident, recover y. 

1870-Amputation of thigh, lower third, age 48. Disease of 
bones of leg, died second day from hemorrhage. 

1870-Amputation of forearm, lower third, age 16. IIand 
crushed in cane mill, r ecover y. 

1872- Amputation of arm, lo\ver third, age 22. Threshing 
machine accident, recovery. 

1872-.Amputation of leg, upper third, age 26. Necrosis of 
bone, recovery. 

All the above operations \Vere performed by Dr. T. J. Caldwell. 
1872-Trephining, fracture of frontal bone, male, age 10, Drs. 

Dash and Kersey, recover y . 
1875-0variotomy, tumor of left side operated in the usual 

manner. P edicle secured by Sp~ncer-Wells clamps. Drs. Dash 
and Kersey. Did well until the 5th day when she d1ed from 
secondary hemorrhage from the wotmded omentum. 

187'1 Trephinin g, fracture of th~ frontal bone, male, age 6 
years, Dr. H. B. Criley, r ecovery. 

The data for Dallas county was furnished by Drs :Nfaulsby, 
Caldwell and Oriley. 

• 
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Dubuque County. 
Dubuque county consists of 16 1-2 congressional townships of 

rolling land with very little of marshes, swamps or lands subject to 
overflow. The eastern part is broken and hilly and all parts are well 
'vatered by springs, brooks and creeks. 

Medical Society. 
The preliminary meeting for the organization of what is now 

the ''Dubuque County lVfedical Society'' was held Nov. 4, 1852 and 
the organization was finally perfected Jan. 11th, 1853, as the 
'' ::J orthwestern ~Iedical Society'' and includes northeastern Iowa, 
southwestern Wisconsin and northwestern illinois. A Constitution 
and By La,vs and Code of Ethics of the American Medical Associa­
tion were adopted. Dr. George W. Richards \Vas elected president. 
:Jieetings were held monthly \vhich have been sustained 'vith com­
mendable spirit by a major1ty of the profession. Since it formation 
about 50 names have been enrolled upon the records of the Society. 
Only two members who aided in its organization. now (1 75) retain 
their connection with the society. The present membership is 
eighteen (1875) . The meetings have generally been devoted to 
the presentation of reports of interesting cases and their discussion; 
although a number of very creditable papers have been read at 
different times before the societv. v 

Pioneer Physicians. 
Dr. Frederick Andros, a native of :\!ass., graduated from the 

literary department of Brown tJniversity in 1822 and from the medi­
cal department in 1826. He came to Dubuque in the fall of 1833, 
opened an office and r emained until 1837 when on account of ill 
health, he removed to Clayton county and engaged in farming. In 
1845. he resumed practice, having· received the appointment of 
surgeon at Fort Atkinson and the Winnebago Agency, where hr. 
r emained until the Indians were removed to Long Prairie, l\1inne­
sota-18±8. Dr. Andros went with the Indians and remained with 
them until 1 54 when he returned to Garnavillo, Clayton county, 
and r esumed practic.e. In 1861, he removed to McGregor \vhere he 
now resides, (1875) . 

During his residence in Clayton county, Dr . .4~ndros filled a 
number of public positions \vith credit to himself and to the satis­
faction of his constituents. He was a member of the Territorial 
Legislature. IIe was also a member of the American :Jledical .A.sso­
ciation. 

Dr. Andros \Vas truly the pioneer medical practitioner of the 
state, having come to it \·v·hen It \Vas an unbroken \Vilderness and for 
43 years, nearly half a century, " ras lrno,vn to the rapidly gro\ving 
popnla6on as the ''Good Pbyc:;ician and Pubhc pirited itlzen. '' 

Dr. John W. Finlev, a natiYe of .1. rorth arolina. came to Dubu-
• 

que fro1n ~1issonri in 1 56. He received his preliminary education 
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at Jacksonville Ill., and his medical degree frorn the Ohio :Jiedical 
College. 

Endo-vved by nature 'vith great po,vers of endur1n g fatigue, Dr. 
Finley engaged in the practice of his profess1on -vvhcn the cou11ty 
was a sparely settled wilderness, made long and tedious journeys on 
horse back, over bridle paths and endured hardships that would 
have overcome the majority of men. lie built up a large practice 
to which he devoted himself closelv until the autumn of 1874 "\vhen ., 

Hl health, the r esult of an injury to the head r ece1ved by being 
thro"\V"TI from his buggy in 1\..ugu t 1856. compelled him to \Vithdraw 
from practice and seek a change of climate \Vhich he did by spend, 
ing a year in Californ1a. 

A severe epidemic of cholera visited Dubu que in 1852 and a 
milder epidemic in 1854-55. 1ill epidemic of cerebro spinal menin­
gitis visited this vicinity in the \Vinter of 1871-72, appear1ng in De­
cember, reaching its height in February and disappearing in March. 
There being no provision for reliable stat1stics, only an approx1mation 
cou ld be arrived at either as to the number of cases or mortality. 
Upon the latter point. those best qualified to judge: placed it as 
not exceeding 25 per cent. The most successful plan of treatment 
was a liberal use of narcotics. 

The total number of phvs1rians practicing in Dubuque county. 
{ 1875) 1s 35-34 males and 1 female. Classified as follo,vs :-

Regulars-27 of whom 23 have diplomas. Homeopaths 7. 
Eclectic 1. 

The following ar e the ilnportant s1u .. gical operations which 
have been performed 1n Dubuque county. There have been thrae 
cases of ovar iotomy, all successful (J 875). 

Dr Staple's case. l\Iay 1871. J\iirs. S. 28 years, marr1ed, Irish 
descent, had naver bourne childr en, recogn1zed an abdominal en­
largement a year prior to operation. Was never tapped until n ear 

• 

the time of operat1on, for diagnostic purposes~ sac and solid parts 
• 

of tumor including contents weighed 40 lbs. Slig·ht a.dhes1on') 
\valls; pedicle secured by cla1nps ~ would closed by s1x sutures and 
t'vo 'vire sutures. P atient discharged in seven \Veeks, a shght 
fistula persistent for some time but complete recovery finally 

Dr. 1\I cCleur 's case, June 1871 lVIftry F. s1ngle. age 18, Irish 
descent. Abdominal tumor 3 years duration. Ovarian cyst includ­
ing many small cysts. At t1me of operation, as large as \-vomen at 
seven months p r egnancy. Omentum adherent; vessels secur ed by 
silk ligatures; pedicle secured by clamps; wound clo~ed by s1lk 
sutures. Recovery rapid and patient left for home in s1x weeks, en-
tirely well. . 

• 

Dr. sa Horr 's case. J nne 1 75. married. age 3 . previous heatlh 
good. Left ov-ary · ·. olid Tumor" 24 inches in cir cumfer ence. par­
ticularly adherent ; profu e hemorrhage. ·'Seven silk ligatures cut t 
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close and left in." Several can1e a\vfly C~fter,vards 'vith the dis­
charge." Pedicle secured by clan1ps. Right ovary and small uter1ne 
fibroid also removed, the abdominal cavity 'vnshed out freely with 
solution of soda. Recovered 'vithout had symptoms. Went home ut 
the end of three m onths with small fistula at lo\Yer part of abdo1nan 
from wh1ch there 'vas slight drainage. Recovery perfect. 

Dr. Horr 's case of Lithotomy. Farmer, age ±8, had suffered 
Pight y~ars . Removed by lateral operation. Calculus kidney shap­
ed, two inches in longest diam~ter. Died the second day. 

2nd Case; boy, age 4 years, removed by median operation. 
Calculus egg-shaped 7-8 inches in longest diameter. Recovery 
r apid and perfect. 

Dr. 1\IcClaur 's case of lithotomy. Boy, age 13 years. Stone re­
moved by median operation. Tv\O cn1culi Yveighing near two ounces. 
Patient r ecover ed slowly, a fistulous opening remajning nearly thr ee 
months. Final complete recovery. 

Dr. nlcCleur's case of ovarian hernia. Patient, married. age 
38. Sterile tumor removed by inc1s1on and ligation of pedicle. 
Rapid and complete recovery w1th relief of suffering. 

R eported in American Journal Obsts. Vol. 6-P. 613. 
Dr. Horr 's case of foreign body in larvnx. A small burr lodged 

and held fast by its sp1nes half inch belo\v vocal cords. RemoYed by 
forceps with the aid of laryngoscope. Recovery complete. 

Floyd County 
Prior to 1875 no medical society had been formed in this county. 

Sept. 22, 1871, a distrirt society, kno,vn as the Upper Cedar Valley 
:viedical Association was formed. including Floyd, Butler, Cerro 
Gordo, l\1itchell, lio,vard and Chickasavv countie(). :\leeting:s held 
semi-annually. Present 1nembership (1375), 20. President, Dr. 
S. Troy. Secretary, Dr. Fitch. · 

Pioneer Physicians. 

Dr. J. W. Smith \vas born in Franklin. Nevv York. Graduated 
from the l\1edical Department of tha Yale College in 1856. Located 
in Charles City, 1\Iarch 1857, \Vhere he still res1des (1875), engaged 
in active service with his son. Dr. Smith IS the oldest graduated 
physician in th e county. 

Drs. Parsons, :\1r Even, Ra1ddle and Bnrney are also among 
t h e pioneer physic1ans in t his county 

Intermittent and typha-malarial fever prevailed endemically 
some seasons. .A .. s the soil becomes cultivated. intermittent d1saases 
become less common. An epiden1ic of clysentary prevailed in th1s 
county 1n 1873 wh1ch proved quite fatal among children. Diphtheria 
appeared in 1 59 and has prevailed to some extent since. Cerebro 
spinal meningitis has preva1led as an epidem1c saveral times, quite 
extensivelv in 1873. 

" 

• 



• 

• 

• 

The number of physicians practicing in Floyd cotmty (1875) 
is 16, of which 14 have diplomas and 2 have no diplomas. Regulars, 
13 ; Homeopaths. 2; Eclectics. 1. 

Among the surgical operations performed m Floyd county are 
-

the following by Dr. Smith. (No record of other operations could 
be obtained. ) D. S. F. 

Three operations for strangulated hernia; one inguinal and two 
femoral. The case of mguinal and one femoral recovered, the other 
proved fatal. 

In ~Iay 1872, Dr. Smith removed a fibroid tumor of the uterus 
by" Gastrotomy" including the uterus which weighed 15 lbs. "This 
operation was not advised but was done at the urgent solicitation 
of the suffering but heroic woman, aged 32. Death occurred on the 
sixth day.'' 

Dr. Smith operated for vesico-vaginal fistula-successful. Date 
not glven. 

In 1875, Lithotomy; boy age 13 years, Lateral opGration. Size 
of stone, 2xl 1-2 inches. Successful. 

In 1875, operated for complete rupture of perineum; loss of two 
inches of recto-vaginal septum. Successful. 

Laryngotomy for foreign body. Recovery. 
Green County. -The history of medicine in this country is soon told. The 

data is furnished by Dr. W. S. Schermerhorn who was born Oct. 
8. 1833, at Deerfield, ~. Y. Graduated from Albany 1\1edical College 
in 1852, located in Jefferson in 1871. and died in 1892. 

Dr. Schermerhorn 'vas a devoted practitioner of medicine. No 
thought was given to worldly ambition or the accumulation of 
money. His life was a constant sacrifice to the welfare of his patients 
and devotion to his family. Dr. Schermarhorn 'vas a consistent 
Christian gent leman ; loved and esteemed by all who knew him. 

In 1875, the population was about 8,000. The number of prac­
ticing physicians, 14 :-graduates, 6; non-graduates, 8; regulars, 10; 
eclectics, 3; homeopaths, 1. 

There is no history of apidemic diseases having prevailed in 
Green County (1875). 

Jasper County. 
Dr. Engle of Newton furnished the data for th1s county. 
''Pseudo-membranous croup'' has prevailed quite extensively 

in this county, proving extr emely fatal. Typhoid fever prevailed 
as an epidemic in the summer of 1875, ''most cases being managea­
ble.'' 

Perhaps the only change effected by the- cultivation of the soil 
has been to lessen the number of cases of intermittent fever. 

The number of practicing physicians is 27 of which 7 have 
diplomas and 20 have no diplomas. 

I 
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Classification :-regulars, 22, of which 6 are graduates; home­
opaths, 2, without diplomas; eclect1cs, 3, of which one is a graduate. 

Surgical Operations. 
Ovariotomy, Dr. W. F. Peck, Recovery. 
Senile Cataract, Prof. Frothingham, Successful. 
Amputation at shoulder joint, Dr. Engle, Recovery. 

Howard County. 
A medical society called the North Iowa Medical Society em­

bracing the Counties of Fayette, .Allamakee, Clayton, Howard and 
Winneshiek, was organized in l\1cGregor June 22nd, 1859, with Dr. 
Andros, president and Dr. H. C. Martin secr etar y. The present 
membership (1875), 30. H. H. Clark, lVI. D., of McGregor, president; 
D. W. Chase, M. D., Elkader, vice-president, and L. A. 1\Ierriam, M. 
D., Cresco, secr etary . 

.Among pioneer physicians may be mentioned Dr. J. J. Cl~mmer 

of New Oregon and Dr. J. W. Reed of Lima Springs. Both of these 
gent lemen came to Howard county in 1855. 

An epidemic of diphtheria prevailed in this county in 1862-63 
of a ver y severe type, many cases proving fatal. 

The number of practicing physicians in Howard county ( 1875) 
12, of which 6 have diplomas and 6 have no diplomas. 

Classification ·-Th[ales-regulars, 5, all graduates; homeopaths, 
1, non-graduate ; eclectics, 1, graduate; nondescript, 4, non­
graduates; female homeopaths, 1. 

Capital Operations. 
1858-Amputation of leg, Dr. J. J. Clemmer , R.~c·overy 

1863-_t\..mputation of right arm-glm shot wonnrt--Ih·. Reed, 
Recovery. 

1866-Amputation left arm, Dr. J. W. Reed, Recovery. " 
1870-Amputation right for earm-gun shot wound-Dr. J. W. 

Reed, Recovery. 
1873-Amputation left forearm, Dr. J. W. Reed, Recovery. 
1875-Amputation right thigh-cancerous disease of tibia-Dr. 

~J. W. Reed, Recovery. 
Hardin County. 

In 1875, Harding county had a medical society with Dr. B. E. 
Dodson, president; Dr. Cosgrove, vice-president. and Dr. E. H. King, 
secretary . 

.An epidemic of malignant scarlatina prevailed in Eldora in the 
spring of 1875. Successful t r eatment; ton1cs, stimulants, and 
antiseptics. 

Local authorities have done nothing to supply the lack of state 
legislation relating to medicine. 

The nu.mber of practicing physicians 30. 
Gradua tcs-regulars,9. 
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Graduates-homeooaths, 2. 
Graduates-eclectics, 1. 
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.~. umber who have no diplomas, 1 . 
The data for I-Iardin countv \Vas furnished by Dr. B. E. Dodson 

Johnson County. 
Dr. Frderick Lloyd of Iowa City furnished very full and inter­

biographical sketches of the early physicians who practiced in John­
son Count~-. What he said in relation to Johnson County Medical 
Society and th~ histories of her pioneer physicians \vill be related in 
his own language. 

''It was at the 1neeting of the physicians of Io,va City to attend 
the funeral of Dr. 1\1orse (.A .. ugust, 1855 ), that the Johnson County 
T\Iedical Society had its first inception. It was soon after organized 
and flourished for many years until in 1869, dissensions, the ban of 
medical organizations, took place in It and a division follo\ved which 
resulted in the incorporation of the society by a respectable part 
of the membership which formed the dissenting minority. The in­
corpclt'ated soc1ety maintains its organization (1875) while the other 
has recently performed its last official act by declaring in a pub­
lished form its own dissolution. 

Pioneer Physicians. 
Dr. Henry 1\1urry born in Dublin, Ireland, 1816, a graduate of 

the 1\1edical Depart1nent of the University of Louisville, Ky. was 
the first physician to settle \vi thin the present limits of Johnson 
County. He came to \vhnt in now Iowa City in the autumn of 1 39 
where he has ever since been actively engaged in the practice of his 
profession (1875), is no\v coroner and county physician. He has 
performed many capital operations and has enjoyed an extensive 
practice. 

Dr. Ezra Bliss \'iTas born in ~ew England. graduated from the 
Castlaton, Vermont. l\fedical College, \Vas the second physician to 
locate in Iowa City, coming also in 1839. After a number of years 
of successful practice, he removed east and is now (1875) a retired 
citizen of New York City but spends most of his time in Europe. 

Dr. Jass Bowen \Vas born in Virginla about 1806 came from 
Indiana (where he had been a state senator) to Iowa City in 1840. 
He has not been in active practice for many years. Previous to the 
he was elected to the Le!!islature as a senator from ~Johnson Countv . ' 
his tern1 beginning in 1860, with the Neventh General Assambly. At 
the breaking of the Rebellion he was Adjutant General of the state. 
He was afterwards appointed Paymaster in the U. S . .Army and was 
the last Paymaster to be mustered out of the service. He is still a 
resident of Johnson County (1875). 

Dr. ~- l\L Ballard \vas born in Virginia about 1812 came from 
Ohio to Io,va City in 1842. He "\vas from the 1Iedical College of Ohio. 
In 185±: he abandoned the practice of medicine and removed to 

• 

] 
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Audubon County, Iowa, where he is engaged in agriculture on a 
large scale (1875). It \Vas Dr. Ballard who nominated Kirlnvood in 
the Republican State Convention for a third term as governor and 
thus secured Governor Kirkwood's success as a candidate for U. S. 
senator. On account of his gigantic stature and the size of his nose, 
he was familiarly known by the title of ''Big lVIedicine. '' 

Dr. lVI. J. Johnson -vvas born in Jefferson County, New York, 
about 1815, and a graduate of the J\Iedical Drpartment of the Uni­
versity of New York, came to Iowa City in 1846. lie had previously 
practiced eleven years in Ohio and after ten years practice in Iowa 
City, retired on a full competency to an elegant home adjoining 
Iowa City, where he still resides (1875). 

Dr. Wm. McCormick was one of the very early settlers of Iowa 
City where he studied and practiced a f0-vv years. About 1850, he 
went to California where he is still living. 

Dr. George D. Grosthwait a native of Tennessee and a graduate 
of the Nashville l\1edical School, settled in Iowa City in 1850. In 
1852, he was elected state senator for the district then composed of 
Iowa. and Johnson Counties. Before the close of the Rebellion, he 
returned to Tennessee ·where he died at the age of 55. 

Dr. Jacob H. Early \vas born in Pennsylvania about 1330, \vas 
educated in medicine at the Medical Department of the University of 
Pennsylvania and made his first essay in practice at Iowa City in 
1856. In 1862 he \vas appointed surgeon of the 17th Io\va Vol. After 
the war he removed to Palmyra, Mo., 'vhere he is still practicing 
(1875) . 

Dr. Wm. H. White of New York birth and education, a nephe\v 
of the formerly well known surgeon of the same name of Cherry 
Valley, N.Y., came to Iowa City in 1852 -vvhen about 30 years o.f age. 
H e is the best operating surgeon that ever located in East Central 
Iowa (Dr. Lloyd in 1876). Dr. White \Yas the first surgeon ever 
commissioned to an Iowa regiment; took the field in 1\tlay 1861 with 
the First Iowa Infantry and as sur geon of this regiment, \vas the 
chief operator in the field at the battle of Wilson's Creek. lie 
afterwards became surgeon of the 22nd Io-vva Infantry. He is now 
a leading physician and citiz~n of Atlanta, Georgia (1876) . 

Dr. '1". S. l\1:ahan, a lVIarylander by birth and an Ohian by edu­
cation, settled in Io-vva City in April, 1854, \vhere he is engaged in an 
active and successful practice (1876). 

Dr. J. C. Stone of Ne'v England birth, a graduate of one of the 
St. Louis medical schools, came to Iowa City in N oven1ber, 185-!. 
His popularity as a physician and surgeon \vhile here -vvas unex­
celled. At the breaking out of the \var he enlisted in the ranks of 
the First Iowa Cavalry, but \Vas soon picked out for pro1notion on 
the G~neral Staff as Assistant Adjutant General with rank of Cap-

• 



18 

tain. At the close of the war, he settled in Burlington, Iowa, where 
he is no\v ( 1876) one of the most prom.1nent surgeons of that section 
and is a prominent candidate for Congress in the 1st Congressional 
District. While at Iowa City, he performed many capital operations. 

Dr. M. B. Cochran, born in Cambridge, Vermont, a graduate of 
the Western Reserve JVIedical College of the class of 1851, settled in 
Iowa City in 1853 At that time, he was 26 years of age. He was 
appointed Surgeon of the First Iowa Cavalry at the time of its or­
ganization and afterwards by appointment of the President, was 
Surgeon of Volunteers. serving through the entire war. 

Dr. Arnold 0. Moon was born in New York in 1816. Graduated 
at the Albany Medical College in the class of 1842. Came from Ohio 
to Iowa City in 1856 where he 1s st1ll actively engaged in the practice 
of his profession (1876) . · 

Dr. E. W. Lake was born in Ohio about 1810, graduated from 
the Ohio l\Iedical College. He came to Iowa City in 1852 where he 
continued to practice until about 1860 when he removed to Marion, 
Iowa, where in 1876 he was still residing. 

Dr. 0. A. White, a native of New England and a graduate of 
one of the Chicago Schools of medicine, located in Iowa City during 
the war. In 1866, he \vas appointed by the Legislature, State Geolo­
gist, and by the next subsequent legislature reappointed for a second 
term. The results of his explorations and surveys have been pub­
lished by the state in two large volumes. Before his work as State 
Geologist was finished, he was elected Professor of Natural History 
in the State University of Iowa, a position he relinquished to take 
a like chair in Bowdoin College, Brunswick, lVIaine. After a fe'\v 
years he resigned to accept a position in the scientific corps of the 

• 

Smithsonian Institution at Washington. 

Dr. Dwight C. Dewey was born in Turin, Lewis County, ~- Y 
about 1830, graduated from one of the medical schools of that state. 
settled in Iowa City in 1859. Soon after he was appointed Assistant 
Physician to the Insane Hospital at Mount Pleasant when opened for 
the reception of patients in 1860. He remained in this position until 
the close of the war, when he returned to his native place where he 
died in 1875. Dr. Dewey was an ardent student, high minded, hon­
orable and cultivated; devoted to the profession of medicine. 

Dr. Bell, a native of New York and a graduate of one of her 
medical schools, came to Iowa City in 1844 where he died in 1846. 
H e had perhaps the largest practice of any physician of the placa up 
to the time of his death. 

Dr. J. G. Hewey of Kentucky came to Iowa City in 1841 and is 
now in l\Iissouri (1875). 

Dr. ~athan G. Sales of Ohio can1e to Iowa City in 1 45 He lll)'' 
lives in Colorado. 

• 

• 
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Dr. Henry St. George Coa. a native of Virginia and a graduate 
of the 1Iedical Department of the University of Louisville, Ky., came 
to Iowa City about the yea1 1841 where he d1ed in 1846. 

Dr. ilas C. wan, a native of 1 ew York and a graduate of a 
Chicago lVIadical chool, came to Iowa C1ty in 1839 where he died 
Ill 1845. 

Dr. impson R. Crummy, a native of Ohio, came to Iowa City in 
J 844 where he died in 1853. 

Dr. William Vogt, a native of Prussia, began the practice of 
medicine at Iowa City in 1848. He was a slender young man then 
who had only partially acquired the English tongue, but he soon at­
tracted friends and patients. IIis services were of the most satis­
factory nature to ills clients. With more business tact, he might 
have accumulated wealth, but he never presented a bill. or claimed 
a fee. His professional conduct was truly modest after that of th~ 
great prototype Hippocrates, and if ancient customs now prevailed 
I dare say that the grateful people of his adopted city would be 
ready to accord him the sama honors that Athens rendered Hippoc­
rates when the Herald proclaimed that the people of Athens had ac­
corded him a golden crown as a mark of acknowledgement for his 
services of the stat~ during the pestilence. Dr. Vogt died suddenly 
at his home in Iowa City in August 1873, age about 55 years, after 
an unremitted practice of 25 years. 

Dr. John J. Sanders, a nat1ve of Indiana, and a graduate of the 
Western Reserve Medical College in 1850, began practice in Iowa 
Ciiy where his youth had been spent. His case proved the truth 
of the proverb by the exception that a man is never a prophet in his 
own country, for he was soon recognized as a skillful practitioner 
and enjoyed for many years a large and renumerative practive. H~ 
served during the war in the First Iowa Cavalry. His health from 
this service became permanently impaired. He died at his home in 
Iowa City in September 1874. He had a noble heart whose every 
throb was a generous impulse, unselfish, ambitious, a strang0r to 
professional jealously, his virtues were his weakness. 

Dr. Wm. 1\1orrow Knox a son of the late celebrated .1. ew York 
divine of that name, was born in Naw York and graduated from the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of 1 ew York, practiced for a 
hort time in Iowa City, coming here in 1857. He died at Louisville, 

Ky., in 1862 while serving as surgeon of a regiment o£ Union Vol­
unteers, age about 30 years. Dr Knox was a gentleman of unusual 
acquirements and pohsh~ and left many friends 1n Iowa. 

Dr. James H. Boucher was born in New York about 1828 and 
graduated from Jefferson 1\iedical College in 1 55; came to Iowa in 
the latter year. On the formation of the 13th Iowa Infantry in 
November 1861. he was appointed its assistant surgeon but was soon 
after promoted by President Lincoln to Brigade uTgeon. Upon 
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the organization of the western troops into corps, h~ \vas appointed 
on Gen. J\1cPherson 's staff, lVIediral Director of t.he 17th Army 
Corps, a post he held longer than any other corps medical rlirector 
rluring the entire \Var. When his eorps 'vas mustered out o.£ service 
at the cloRe of the \Yar, he w·as appointed i\Tedical Director of the 
Department of Georgia and ''for faithful and meritorious services'' 
received the Brevit rank of Colonel. \Vhcn the Department of 
Georgia 'vas merged into another he was honorably mustered out 
of service. 

On the formation of thr Medical Departlnent of the State Un­
iversity, Dr. Boucher 'vas appointed to the Chair of Anatomy \Vhich 
position he held for one year. 

Dr. Boucher ''as indefatigable in th~ pursuit of his profession. 
conscientious in the perfor1nance of difficult surgery and a bold 
adopter, if not originator of new mcthotls. His practice. largel)· 
surgical, had become by far more lucrative thnu that of any n1edical 
man in Io\va outside the ]arger river cities. but iu the 1nidst of his 
success, misfortunes came with a physical organization which might 
be taken as a guaranty of ninety year~ of lil'P, h,• snccnTnbed to the 
effects of \Vestern medical practice when only forty-five. In Sep­
tembPr 1873, his ,vjfe died suddenly while absent from home on a 
visit. Soon after, his own and his elder son's hea 1th failed, he se­
cured an appointment in the 1\Iedical DepartmPnt of thP U. 8 .... \rn1y 
which led him to California. Soon after reaching California, the son, 
(a young man of 22) died there his O\Yll disease ("cardiac dropsy" ) 
had hopelessly progressed and in the last part of April, 1874, death 
ended his career. Father and son dead rt't urned together as the)· 
had set out together living, and " 'ere buried togt"'t her by the side of 
t.hP. ·wife and mother in the cemetery at Iowa City, }paving of a whole 
family, but one member (a son) to mourn. 

Dr. John A. lVIor se, a graduat~ of Ann Arbor l\1Nlical School 
but a native of New York, located in Iowa City in 1853. He \Vas a 

" 
young man of 26, of graceful and attractive person, devoted, en-
thusiastically to the surgical side of his profession for which he had 
a keen eye and an adroit hand and in \vhich he g·n ve promise of a 
distinguished career but possessing a frail constitnt iou, death over­
took him at the very threshhold of success. 

1\falarial disease made sad ravages on his delient, ... constitution 
but his friends and attendants congratulated hin1 on approaching 
convalescence, for it ·was not to be presumed n disease not then pre­
vailing and \vhich spends its fu1·y mostly on adolescent, \VOulcl sud­
denly appear upon the scene as if generated by the fates for that fell 
occasion. But so it 'vas. The measles attacked him in his conval­
escence, and secured him to the harvest of Death in August, 1855. It 
was at the meeting of the physicians of Io\va City to attend his 
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func'ra] that the Johnson County Medical Society has its first in­
ecption. 

l\1 iss Blizabeth Hess was born in Bell view, Ohio, 1845. At an 
early agP shP formed the determination to study medicine but found 
it inl}H>SRible to do so until after her removal to Iowa. ShG graduated 
fron1 1he normal department of the Iowa State University and was 
t'nrollecl an1ong Iowa's teachers. In 1872 she entered the medical de­
par t nlPnt of the State University and after completing the course 
sn ti:.;f'netorily engaged in tha practice of medicine at Iowa City, 
'vhPrP she is rnpidly (1876) 1naking herself a favorite with the pub-
1 ir and 1 he profession , by her lady-like behavior and skillful practice. 

D1·. l~hnet· 111 • Clapp, born in Saint Lawrence Co., New York, 
1 R4.~ gratlna ted from Bellevue Hospital l\Iedical College, New York 
( 1it~". A 1nung th~ operations performed by him was one case of 
lit hot on1y, 'vh ieh r0covered; operation for strangulated fen1oral 
hpr·11ia, 'vith rerovery; removal of mammary gland, amputation of 
1 high (1v{o rases) w·ith recovery; anchylosis of knee joint, five times 
"it h 1lw folio" in g results: two recovered ·with complete use of joint 
ntOVPHwn1 s, t'Yo "\vith slightly impaired motion and one with stiff 

JOllltS. 

Dr. R. \V. Pryce, was born in Ebensburg, Cambria County, Pcnn­
s,rh nniH, 1\Ia.v ;>, 1842. After enjoying the advantages of a common 
l"rhool t'dncn1 ion. he entered Oberlin College in 1858, remaining at 
1his ins1iiution until the outbreak of the Rebellion. "\vhen he ent~rcd 
i hP l n ion ~\ru1,\T nud served during the war. In 1865 he began the 
Rhtc 1\ o.L tn(l(l ir.inc under the direction of Dr. George 1\I. Grahan1 . 

• 
of Pot t Ro)Tcd, ,Juinette County, Pennsylva:;1ia; attended a thorough 
(·ont·~p of rnrdical lectures at the Jefferson Medical College, Phila­
d,,lpllia. dll<l gr;.1duated l\Iarch 10, 1868. Commenced the practice of 

1
nrdjPine at lo'\Ya City on the 14th day of July, 1868, where he r esides 
( 1876) .1\ t the organization of the medical department of the Io,va 
Htn1e University in 1871, he was appointed prosector to the chair 
of' ~urgery, which position be holds at the present time. He is a 
llH'Ill hRr of 1 he state and Io,va City l\1edical Society and enjoys a 
]Hrf!:t-. and constantly increasing practice (1876) . 

Dr. l~1rP.derick Lloyd 'vas born in Engl1nd. l\Iay 2±. 1826, and 
crn

1 
duntf~d fron1 the l\Iedical Department of Transylvania University 

l;cxing1on, l(en1.nrky, class of 1851. After practicing in New 1\lbany, 
Indiana, Hnd P eoria County, Ill. , he came to Iovva City in 1854, where 
he ,vas still practicing in 1876. In 1857-58, be was county physician 
of ,Johnson County and again in 1866-67. In 1873 he was a third time 
nppoin1rd to the same position, and from 1870 to the present time 
(1R7fl) ,vas a member of the Board of I~sane Co~missioners of John­
son ( 1onut \. and from 1872 'vas pens1on examiner. In Oct. 1861, 
Dr. 1 Jlo~vd ,vas nppointed assistant surgeon of the 11th Iowa Infantry 

• 
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and scrv~d \:vith it in the field until June 1862, \vhen he was appointed 
surgeon of the 16th Io\va Infantry, \vith \Vhich regiment he served 
in the field until August 1863 when he \VClS nppointed asgistant sur­
o·eon of volunteers by the President. In Nov. 1863, he was pro-r-. • 

moted surgeon of volunteers in 'vhiC'h capacity he served until after 
the close of the ·war. In 1865 \Vas honorably n1nstered out with the 
brevet rank of Lieutenant Colonel (for faithful and meritious ser­
vices). Dr. Lloyd's services in thr field en1braced the battles of 
Shiloh, Inka, and Corinth, the Siege of 'Vicksburg, the Atlanta Cam­
paign, the Campaign against Hood in the rear of Atlanta and the 
l\1arch to the Sea, ancl included almost ever:v position assigned to 
any surgeon. Besides serving \vith regin1ents, he had at times charge 
of field and post hospitals at 1\'Iemphis, Savanna. and Camp Nelson, 
Kentucky. In addition he as acting chief surgeon of a division and 
acting medical director of a corps. 

While residing in Indiana. he became a 1nember of the Indiana 
State 1\Iedical Societv and in 1857 'vas Pleeted n1ember of the Iowa • 

State Medical Society. Ile became a tneJnbcr of the Johnson County 
1\Iedica l Society at its organization and \Vas for tnany years its sec­
retary. When the Johnson County Societ~~ split, Dr. T;l oyd found 
himself 'vith that faction 'vhich incorporated and \vas elected its 
secretary \Yhich position he still holds (1 76) . During his service 
as an army surgeon. he performed moc;;t of the capital amputations 
and rese(•tions. Dr. Lloyd " '"as hvice elected serretarv of the Io\va Citv . . ~ 

School Board and for eight years, was corresponding secretary of 
the Iowa Historical Society, a position 'vhich he still occupied in 
1876. 

Epidemic Diseases. 

\Vith perhaps the exception of an epide1nic of ~\siatic Cholera. in 
July, August and September, 1855, and of small pox in 1863 and 
again in 1875, no disease has prevail(ld in Iowa City or Johnson 
County not common at the same time to other portions of Iowa. 
Three cases of hydrophobia occurred in the County. The first. a 
blacksmith, bitten by a rabid dog, in l\1arch or .A.pril, 1858. The dis­
rase manifested itself in a fe,v days after the bite. The ~econd was 
in the person of a German \voman bitten by a pup. The disease ap­
peared in a few days after she had been bitten. The third case \Vas 
an Irish woman about 40, married, but childless, bitten by her own 
dog in the neck while attempting to re1ieve what she supposed w·as 
a choking fit in the dog, introducing her finger into the animal's 
throat to extract a bone. The dog \vas then discovered to be rabid 
and she repaired to the "l\1 ad Ston~" in Lisbon, Linn County, and 
\vas promised immunity from the consequences of the bite. Soon 
after, on account of mental distress, rising from symptoms appre­
hended to be those of hydrophobia she made a second visit to Linn 
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Count~r nnd had the "Mad Stone" reapplied and then came home 
fulJ,\r sntisfied. IIowever in March, 1866, five months after the bite 
\Vas l'PC\~ivcd, the disease appeared and she died on the 4th day. All 
these rnses died . 

• 

Louisa County-W. S. Grimes, Wapello . 

'l'he Loujsa County Medical Society was organized April 24th, 
1852, at Wapello, Iowa It evidently is one of the pioneer County 
RocietiPs of the stat~. The State Medical Society having been or­
gauized in 1851 and incorporated in 1861. At first meeting of the 
society, l)r. J. 1\L Robertson, of Columbus City, \Vas elected presi­
dent; Dr. '1'. G. Taylor, of Wapello, Secretary; Dr. J. B. Latta, of 
Grandvi\~\v, Treasurer. Doctor H. T. Cleaver, John Bell, Jr. , of 
vVa p~lJo, and J. H. Graham, of 1\IIorning Sun, were appointed cen­
sot·s. At thnt meeting a Constitution, By-Laws and Code of Ethics 
\vas }tdoptcd. 

11 set:1ns that the above named physicians were all that 1vas in 
a1t <'IH.lanc,3 at the time of organization. At the next meeting, Jan­
uary l!Jth, ]853, Doctors H. Belknap, John Cleaver of Cloumbus City, 
u udA. H. Condon, were admitted to membership. Where the latter 
\\as lor~d.ed in the countY. I have be~n unable to learn. Dr. J ohP 
Bell , Hr., of \V npello, 1vas admitted as an honorary m ember of th~ 
soPiei .Y' .April 16th, 1853. Dr. W. M. Clark, of Columbus City, \Vas 
adn1it t•-..d at 1hc ~arne time. January, 1854, Dr. B. G. Neal, of Colum 
bus l~ity, 'vas ndmitted to mambership. On January 3rd, 1855, the 

1 OJh"\ t•a1iou of re1noving a bar of lead from the stomach of L. W. Bates. 
\vns pPt'fortnPd by Dr. John Bell, Jr., assisted by Drs. J. 1\tL Robert­
son, IT. 'P. Cleaver, J. H. Graham and T. G. Taylor. This operation 
,va s pf•rfot·mc<l at the home of the patient, a small cabin six miles 
nortlnvest of Wapello. A full r eport of the case ·was made by Dr. 
tTohn Bell t o the "Boston l\Iedical and Surgical Journal", January 
1 at h, 18GO, a re-print of which will be attached to this report. (This 
bar of~ lead is 110'v in my possession. ) 

1\l n:v 2:3l'd , 1855, Dr. W . A. Colton of Columbus Cit y \vas admit­
tPd to n1en1 hcrship and on April 19th, 1856, Dr. W. S. Robertson, of 
Columbus City·, was admitted to membership. Some years after this 
hP " ' HR elected Professor in the l\f~dical D epartment of the Iowa 
81 a 1 ( l lTni vcrsity, 'vhich position h~ h eld until tha time of his death , 
'vhi(~h occurred in lVfuscatine, Iowa. 

:\rn~T 28th, 1856, Dr. D. l\1cCaughn of l\1orning Sun, \Vas adn1it­
t\)d to n1 e1nbership. There were no other accessions to the Society 
un1il April 18th 1857, 1vhan Dr. John 1\fuldoon. of Wapello was ad­
nlittPd. ~Jnl~r 17th, 1858, Dr. C. H. Curtis (location unknown to me) 
""as adtnitted io membership. April 20th, 1861, Dr. S. E . Jones. of 
Gran<hrie\Y " .. HS 1nade a member. 
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November 16th, 1864, Dr. I. C. Brown, of Columbus City, \vas 
admitted. Kovember 15th, 1865, Dr. ,J. F. Gri1ncs, of Wapello, (a 
hrother of the \vritcr) wa~ admitted io 1nembership. ,July 12th, 186h 
Dr. D. W. Overholt, then at GrandYw\v, hut later of Columbus Junc­
tion, ''Tas admitted. April 17th, 1867, Doctors ,J. W. IIolliday, then 
at l\forning Sun, no\v located at Burlington, and 0. E. Deeds, of 
Wapello, \Vere made members. 

April 18th, 1871, Doctors A. B. l\1 cnandles~. of Columbus City, 
Frank Tustison. o.f Wapello and B. G. Kin1n1~l, of Winfield. \vere ad­
mitted. l\fav 30th. 1872, J. A. Thompson of Cairo, and later of 
L~tts, \vas a.dmittcrl. April 19th, 1873, W. S. Grimes, of Wapello 
\Vas made a member and on I\ fay 1 Gi h, 1873, Doctors II. Ochiltree 

• 

and S. R. Spaulding of l\1orning Sun \Vrre admitted. 
July lOth, 1873, Doctors Thomns Blackstone, of Cairo, S. Dill, 

of Fredonia and· Geo. P. Neal, of Columbus .Junction were admitted 
to membership. November 13th. 187:i. Dr. N. W ~fountnin, of Letts­
ville, \vas admitted. 

In April 1874, Dr. cT. A. Scroggs, of Grand vie'\ \\as admitted to 
membership. Soon a.fter he located in 1\fnsratine Hnd latr·r in Keo­
kuk, Io-vva, 'vhere he accepted the Chair of Obstc1riPs in the Keokuk 
1\fedical College in J 882. He held 1 his position until 1 nos. \Yhen the 
college 'vas merged \vith Drake TTniversit~' · lie died jn Keokuk, 
August 23rd. 1910. Dr. :JI. W. Lill;v, of Granclvie,v, no'v of Chicago

1 

'vas admitted in 1875. 

Dr. H. S. Rog·ers, of Grandvi~\v, joined 1he so('iP1~p in 1878, 
\vhich membership he held until his removal to Heel Oak in 1885. 
Doctors D. J. Higley, of Grandvie\v. nnd .J. L. Ov<'t·holt, of Colum­
bus Junction. ''rere admitted prior to 1800, the exact da1c I ha-ve been 
unable to learn. 

From 1887 to 1890 no meetings of tlh~ societ~? w<}t•e held. On 
AprH 26th, 1900, a meeting \Vas held in Columhus ,Jnnr.i ion, ·when 
the following named physicians were admitted to metnbership: D. 
Y. Graham, W. R. Smyth, W. S. 1\fcClcllan, of 1\forning Run; J. II. 
Chittum, of Wapello: .J. W. and C. S. Cleg·g. of Colurnbns Junction 

' . ' and J . W. l\forgan and S. J. Lew·is, of Coh1n1 hu~ Citv . 
• 

l\1ay 9th, 1901, II. C. Bro\vn, of Colnm bus .Junf'tion, .T. II. Walla-
han and E. A. Sailor. of Wapello, "ere ad1nitted 1 o mctnbership. 
October 24th, 1901, Dr. G. W . .Armentrout, of T_.~etts. was made a 
member, and on June 14. 1902, A. l\1. Co,vden, of Grnn<lYiew. \vas ad­
mitted. September lOth. 1903, Doctors A. l\L Rog<'rs. 0. G. l\1essen­
ger, of Wapello, and R. C. Ditto, of Oakville, \Yere a elm itted to mem­
bership. 

October 13th, 1904. Dr. F. A. IInbbard and R. C. Rogers, of 
Columbus Junction, \vere admitted. The latter is no'v a resident of 
Wapello. 



25 

It is 1ny belief that the following nan1rd physicians \Vere at one 
tin1e n1en1 bcrs of th~ society, the records of the earlier meetings 
hn ving been drstroyed by :fire, I am unable to be definite, they "'ere: 
Frank Grn h(nn, now of Atlantic, Io,va; E. I. Hall, at one time a 
resident of Columbus Junction, afterward mov~d south to Louis­
innn. m. F. l1atta, a son of J. B. Latta, o.f Grandview, and formerly 
a partner· \vith h1s father; later located at Unadilla, Nebraska, where 
he died ,J~lntwr) 29th, 1894. 

So far ns I have be~n able to ascertain, this includes all who are 
and have been members of the society from its organization to the 
present t i1nt!. Formerly the meetings 'vere held quarterly and one 
day's pt~ogr:nn covered a broad field. To illustrate: At a meeting 
h~ld 1\pril 19th, 1856, the following members were appointed to 
give "dissertations" at next meeting, viz: Dr. J. M. Robertson. 
"On (i~neral Prartice"; Dr. T. G. Taylor, "Obstetrics and Diseases 
of \VonH·n and Children"; Dr. H. T. Cleaver, "On Surgery"; Dr. 
,Tohn OleavPs, "Pathological Anatomy"; Dr. W. A. Colton, "Ma­
tPria J\1edi~a nnd Therapeutics". 

Tn f hos~ da~ s the only means of transportation 'vas private con­
Ye~ran(le ( 1 here being no railroads in this part of the state). Hotel 
arconH>clations not being good, all 'yere entertained at the home of 
a 1nt.)n1bm· 'vhere the meeting was held. One pleasant feature "as 
rnstonun·y, for the 'vives to acco1npany their husbands and en~oy 
1hA 1Jospit:llii.Y of the host. 'vhich, I assure you, added interest, as 
'vell HR plensure to th~ occasion. 

All f he original organizers of the society 'vrre living 'vhen I be­
eanH~ a 111ernher. It was not only my privilege, but my pleasure to 
lh"'conlP. intitnatrly acquainted with some of them and \vhom I con­
sidered VPry dear friends. Joining the society one year before grad­
tta t i 11 g fro1n .1\T edical college, I 'vas required to 'vrite a thesis on a 
suh.itlet sele(·tcd by the society and pass exa1nination before the 
Board of Censors. 

RPtnem bering my association 'vith these mediral pioneers, I 
\vish to s11en k particularly of some of them. Dr. J. H. Graham, be­
iltg t h oldest. He was born in Kentucky, ... \pril 22, 1823. Graduat­
ed front Ohio 1\fedical College ~farch 2nd, 18±7. H e practiced in 
Ohio fen~ I "'0 years \Vhen he came to Io,va, l0cating at ~Iorning Sun, 
'vhel'fl he rc1naincd until 1869, when he moved to Grandview. After 
a 1'<>\V years, he r~turned to Morning Sun, and continued in practice 
untiJ lhe 1.itne of his death, which occurred June 12th, 1897. Thus, 
you SPe, for fifty years he remained in active practice of his chosen 
profession. Diagnosis was on~ of his strong points. He often said 
to lllf\ ' ' \Vhen you have made a correct diagnosis, it 'vill be very 
easy to apply the remedy." He 'vas also a severe critic, and for a 
time, until I bccam~ thoroughly acquainted with him, thought him 
to b~, not ouly severe, but sar~astic. 1\..fter I learned to know him, 
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found this was only outward, for beneath it nll, his lCPlings wcr<' of 
the warmest, kindliest and most sympa tht"..tir. At tlte 1 imc of my 

admission to the Society, he was one of the Boa •·d of ncnsors, and I 
assure you no question was left unasked; no <·t·iticistn unsaid. un~ 
til I thought he surely "had it in for me." This fpeling aftcr·ward 
crave way to one of admiration, and I alwayc;; 'vns glad or Hn oppor­
~unity to meet him in consultation and ask his Cldvic>e in difficult 
cases. I kne'v I would get f!n honest opinion bnsed upon his many 
,rears of experience. -

< Dr. T. G. Taylor, one of the original OI'gcJnizers or the Society, 
was in active practice in Wapello for rnany years; wns a native of 
one of the Carolina's. I have no reliable in format ion fron1 ,vhich I 
can give his biography. It has been reported 1 o me ''he 'vas not a 
graduate of any 1\fedical College.'' IIis manner 'vas very pleasant 
and affable, winning the confidence oE his pati0nts. lie moved to 
Muscatine, \vhere he continued in active practice nutil his denth, 
'vhich occurred in 1887 or '88. 

Dr. J. B. Latta, another one of the organizers, and a pioHeee 
physician of Louisa county, was born in Ohio November 26, 1 "2:3. 
Graduated from Ohio 1\fedical College in 1849 and located at Grand­
view, Io·wa. I 'vas not as intimately acquainted with him as 'vith 
some of the other old member s, hut knew· hiu1 to be a Yery compet­
ent and successful physician and to haYe had n11 extensive prac·tice 
for many years. He later moved to San Diego, •alifornia, 'vherf .. he 
died November 26, 1896. 

Dr. Hiram T. Cleaver 'vas born in Pennsylvania, February 17, 
1822. While knowing him, \Vas never rlosel.v ns~oc·ie1tecl 'vith hin .. 
"lrut obtained the follo\ving information from his daught0r. l\Irs. Dr. 
Scroggs: ''He graduat2d at New l;isbon, Ohio, in 1841. Whil(~ 
in that institution his tutor in Greek and Latin 'vas thr fan1ous 
Clement C. Vallandingham, who became so prmninent in the history 
o1 that section during the Civil 1var. He read medicine 'vith Dr. 'r. 
nrL·en at Ne1v Lisbon, 1vith whom he ren1a1ned for three years. IIe 
then formed a partnership 'vith hi1n and practicrd there until 18-1.8 
Tie then moved to Wapello, Io\va, and prncticcd here until 1862. 
\Vhile here he served as State Senator fro1n 185 ! to 1858. In 186'~ 
he moved to Keokuk a1. d assumed charge of the Estes Hous0 Gov­
ernment Hospital. In the same year he was granted a diploma from 
the College of Physicians & Surgeons of l{eoknk. While there he 
accepted the Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology in the college, 
which position he held until 1881. In 1878 he ,vas one of the five 
delegates from the American 1\Iedical Association, sent to the British 
nnd Foreign 1\fedical Association held in Barte, England. He died 
in Las Vegas, N e\v 1\Iexico, January 11, 1888." 

Dr. J. 1\1. Robertson, of Columbus City, 'vhile a pioneer practi­
tioner, was not a graduate of any medical colleO'e so far as I can 

b) 

• 
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nsecr1 a in. lie 'vas still in active practice in the county vvhen I joined 
the socif\t.v, hut it vvas never my pleasure to meet him. He was re­
ported 1 o hnve had a good practice and a vPry successful physician. 

Dr. ~John Bell, Jr., was one of the original members of the so­
ciety. Tie practiced medicine at Wapello for some years when he 
removed 1o Davenport, vvhere he remained several years, then mov­
Pd to Dn 11 ns, Texas. He vvas a very ~nccessful practitioner. The 
operHt.ion he performed-removing a bar of lead from Bates' stom­
n ch- sho\VP<l h in1 to be a daring and successful surgeon. This oper­
ation \Vas performed before the days of antiseptics, and vvhen very 
little ahdo1ninal surgery had been performed. I had the pleasur~ of 
n1ccting hin1 but once during his life. He died in Dallas, Texas, 
~o1ne twenty. five years ago. 

It vvould afford me pleasure to go dovvn the line and speak of 
other of the pioneer members of the society \vith vvhom it vvas my 
pleasnr\~ to be acquainted. 

I f(lcl 1 1nust make m~ntion of Dr. B. G. Neal, who \vas located 
at. CoJnrnhns City in 1848 or '49 . . At thnt time he \Vas not a graduate 
in 1ncclicinP. hut in 1856 received a diplo1na from Rush l\fedical Col­
lege, Chicago. 

I have b{"l(ln reliably informed he performed a "Caesarean Sec­
tion" in 1he early 60's near Columbus Cit~r. the only time that oper­
ation 'vas ever performed in the count~r, so far as I can learn. He 
died a f~w· ~rrars ago at his home in Columbus Junction, Io,va. 

January 2, 1860. Remarks by Editor Minot: 
Gastrotomy.- In a late number we alluded to this operation, per­

formed by Dr. Bell, of Wapello, Iowa, for the removal of lead, eleven in­
ches long, fron1 the stomach. In a reply to a letter to Dr. Bell, we have 
receivod from him the manuscript of the article which we print in the 
present number. It appeared criginally in the Iowa Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Apt•il, 1855. It will be seen that the patient is now alive and 
well. We believe his extraordinary case to be wholly unique in the an-
nals of tnedfcfne. • 

Dr. John Dell was recognized as one of the most successful physi­
cians and surgeons known to the profession in the state of Iowa. He was 
an honorary member of the American Medical Association, and held the 
followJng ituportant positions: Late Surgeon General State of Iowa; Late 
Surgeon Ninth Iowa Cavalry: late Surgeon Chief lien Hunt's Staff, U. S. 
A.; late Surgeon General National Encampment G. A. R.; Medical Direc­
tor Department Texas; Surgeon George H. Thomas Post, Dallas. 

Dr Bell died at Dallas, Texas, in 18 8 8 an'd was buried in the cemetery 
at Wapello, Iowa. 

Extraction Of A Bar Of Lead From The Stomach. 
From Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan. 19, 1860. 

On Christmas day, 18 54, I was summoned to see L. W. Bates, aet 3 2, 
who, it was said, while performing the feat of running a bar of lead down 
his throat, had accidentally let it slip, so that it descended into his stomach; 
but before 1 left my office, he came in followed by a crowd. I asked him 
if he had swallowed a bar of lead. He said he had; and that it was noth­
ing wonderful for him to do, as he had swallowed a number at previous 
times. This was said in a half waggish manner, and being to all appear­
ances partially intoxicated, and having withal the reputation of being an 
e\xpert at juggling and sleight of hand, I supposed it to be one of hi.:; 
tricks, and this opinion was strengthened from the fact that he seemed to 
be suffering no inconvenience. I believed it to be a hoax; but to satisfy 
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myself further. I passed a sound down the esoph.agus _into t.he stomach, 
but could discover nothing. I sent him away, but Ill a few mmutes n fter­
ward he returned, in company with Dr. Cleaver, of this place. After a 
brief consultation, we again examined the stomach, bnt with no hette.r 
evidence of a bar of lead than before. We told him to go aboul his bust­
ness, and if it troubled him to let us know. The next day he WAnt ~o wo.rk, 
and continued at work four days, when he went home, somA A,tx mtles 
from this place, and becoming unwell, sent for Dr. RobArtson, of Col urn­
bus City. 

On Monday, January 1st, Dr. Robertson requested the physicians of 
this city to meet him forwith in consultation at the residen<~e or the pa­
tient. Dr. Taylor and myself answered the summons promptly. Drs. 
Itobertson, Neal, Cleaver, Graham and Crawford had arrived before us. 

The patient was closely examined, and there "as found no percept­
ible external evidence of any foreign body in the stomach; he was com­
fortable, up and about, and seemed as well as auy of u~, if we ~x?ept some 
paleness, which might have been produced by the regm~en enJomed. In­
structions were given to keep the patient on a low dtot, and open the 
bowels by a saline laxative; and should any untoward circumstances or 
symptoms s upervene, to notify us at once. 

Tuesday, Jan., 2d, 4 p. m., summoned to see Bates immediately. Dr. 
Uobertson soon arrived. Found the patient ~:;uffering wil h <'onsiderable 
gastralgia and ab dominal soreness: there had been c·onsidernhle retching 
and vomiting of a dark, watery fluid; pulse small and t ~nso: great anxiety, 
restlessness, prostration, and apparent sinking of the vital powers. The 
bowels had not been moved. He was very sensitive to pressure O\'er the 
lef t iliac and inguinal regions. We were now satisfied thnt he had swal­
lowed a bar of lead. We prescribed sulphate of morphia to 1\:eep him 
quiet through the night, and fomentations to the howels, and left him. 

Operation.-Wednesday, .January 3d. Present, Drs. Robertson, 
Cleaver, Graham, Taylor and myself. The patient seemed much as on the 
1Jrevious night. He had great prostration and faintness on attempting 
to rise. The patient having been properly placed and secured, chloroform 
was administered. It produced, at first, some nausea, and he threw up a 
quantity of black, fetid, watery fluid. As soon as insensibility ensued, 1 
made an incision from the point of the second false rib to the umbilicus, 
dividing the skin and the cellular membrane; thence through the abdom­
inal muscles to the per itoneum, which I laid bare the whole length of the 
incision. I then made a minute opening at the lower end of the section. 
through the peritoneum, passed in the director, and with a probe-pointed 
bistury divided it through the entire length of the incision. The divis­
ion of the peritoneum produced a spasmodic contraction of the muscles 
of the abdomen, and a large quantity of the omentum and bowels was 
ejected from the orifice. Increasing the chloroform controlled the spasm, 
and I r eplaced the bowels as speedily as possible, and passed my band in­
ward and upward through the incision, grasped the stomach and immed­
iately discovered the bar of lead and its position. It lay in a direction 
from right to left, the upper end resting against the wall of the stomach 
to. the right of the cardiac orifice: the lower end in the greater curvature 
?f the stomach, to the left of and below the pylorus. As it was impract­
I<;able to reach the upper end , I seized the bar between my thumb an1l 
~niddle finger, and with the fore finger on the lower end of it, I retraced 
It upward and backward, for the purpose of making the incision in the 
stomach as high up as possf~lo. I then passed a scalpel in, a long the sides 
of t~e fore finger as a director, and divided the coats of the stomach im­
mediately at the end of the bar, making the incision parallel with the mus­
cular fibres, and not larger than to admit of the removal of the lead 1 
then introduced a pair of long forceps, seized and drew out the lead.' ancl 
r,laced the stomach in its natural position. The external orifice was clos­
ed v._rith the ordinary interrupted suture and a dhesive straps, a compress 
apphed, and a roller around the body. 

The time o~cupied in operatin g was twenty minutes. Considerable 
u el~y was occaswned by the protrusion of the contents of the abdomen, 
Which had to be replaced before the operation could proceed. As soon as 
the eff~cts of the c.hl.oroform passed off, a quarter of a grain of sulphat e of 
mor~hia was administered, and the patieut left in charge of a judicious 
medical attendant. 
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'l'he following are the notes of the subsequent treatment of the case. 
During the afternoon after the operation, the patient was very rest­

less; morphia continued, which procured intervals of sleep. Pulse 83, 
soft and compressible. At 9 p. m. great restlessness; nausea and sinking 
of the pulse; constant melanotic regurgitation. Prescribed sulph, morphia, 
gr. 1-2. Pulse rose- became full and tense. At this time, the salts taken 
on Monday and 'Tuesday commenced operating; he had seven operations. 
I•ulse softened and he dropped into a quiet and refreshing slumber. The 
patient. was lrcpt. lying on back. 12 p. m., had a violent attack of vomit­
ing, and threw up about three pints of a dark greenish fluid, mixed with 
grumous blood: complains of pain in the stomach and bowels; gave him 
sulph, morph., gr. 1-2; became quiet and slept at intervals until daylight; 
iced eln1 water a~ drink. 

Thursday 4th, 10 a. m. Patient quiet; pulse 85 and moderately full; 
some thirst and fever; complains of pain in the stomach and bowels; says 
he feels a sensation as though water was dropping on his stomach. Mor­
phine continued at regular intervals; iced toast water, and iced mucilage, 
for drink. Three p. m.-Pulse 8 5, rather hard. Bled him ten ounces. 
Continued n1orphia. Six p. m.-Complains of nausea, and has frequent 
alYine discharges; pulse 86 hard; considerable thirst; gave pill of opium. 
Ordered ipecac and morphia; left powders of opium and acetate of lead, to 
control the bowels. 

Friday 5th, Nurse reports a good night's rest; says the pulse ranged 
through the night from 7 0 to 7 5; no operation from 8 o'clock till 4 this 
morning; stools watery; complains of nausea; pulse 83, soft; tongue white 
anrl dry; considerable thirst; slight cough: Five p. m.-Found the patient 
(;Omplaining of gastralgia, nausea and thirst; frequent alvine dejections; 
pulse 7 4 hard and full. Nine p. m.-Vomited; gave morphia and ipecac; 
patieut became quiet. Continued iced mucilage. 

Saturday 6th, 4. p. m.-Patient quiet and easy; pulse 80, soft; tongue 
clean; an itching sensation in the wound; slight tumefaction, and some 
soreness, of the abdomen; no movement of the bowels since Friday at 4 
a. m. Ordered enema. 

Sunday 7th, 11a .m.-Patient comfortable; had two dejections. Rais­
ed the l)andagc and made small opening through the adhesive straps for 
tlw discharge of pus. Pulse 80; has great desire for nourishment. Direct­
ed the bowels to be kept open by enemeta. Five p. m.-Is troubled with 
!:eVP.re n1elanotic regurgitation; complains of burning sensation in superior 
epigastric region; pulse 65, soft; ordered an enema, and solution of bitar­
trate of potash for drink. Morphia gr. 1-4, occasionally. 

:Monday 8th, 10 a. m.-Patient quiet; pulse 75, full; face flushed; 
bowels n1oved once last night. Examined the wound and found it had 
cica1 rized nearly i1 s entire length; washed and dressed it. Bled the pa­
tient ten oun('es. Enema and morphia after the bowels move, during the 
night, should he be restless. 

Tuesday 9th, 6 p. m.-Patient bolstered up in bed, and comfortable. 
Pulse 76; bowels not moved since 8 last night. Ordered an enema. Ex­
nmined the wound, and found it doing well. Bitart. potass. continued. 

WedneRday 1Oth-Found the patient quiet; pulse 70, rested well 
through the night; has an intense craving for food; face flushed . Advis­
ed some nourishment to be taken. He complained of cramp in the extrem­
ities on attcn1pting to move. 

'I'hursnay 11th.-Patient tolerably comfortable; some thirst; has 
eaten too rnuch, and has exercised more than was prudent. Pulse 75 and 
hard; face flushed: di essed the wound, which is healing rapidly; bowels 
open. Ordered su lph. morph., gr. 1-4 and ipecac, gr. 1.: abstemious diet. 

Friday 12th.-Patient comfortable; says he feels well enough except 
some pain in the lower bowels; pulse 7 8, soft; tongue natural; some ten­
derness on pressure over the hypogastric region. 

Sunday 14th.-Found the patient standing in the door; dressed the 
,,·ound, which loolrs healthy; tongue slightly coated; bowels inactive; ap­
petite good. Ordered mass. hyd., gr. x., followed by enema. 

Wednesday, Jan. 17th.-Found the patient resting quietly after a 
walk of a half mile. Washed the wound, clipped and removed the sutures 
and dressed with basilicon cerate, with injunction for bowels to be kept 
open, and care in diet. Patient dismissed. 

Ren1arks.-It will be observed in this remarkable case, that conval­
escence was established as rapidly as after the most of the minor surgical 
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operations. The patient was discharged o~ tl~e fifteenth day art~r. the op­
eration, and has continued well up to this time. He is now resH~ing in 
this city working daily at his trade-that of a shoe maker. The orifice in 
the stou{ach was made on the left anterior side, and I think about parallel 
with the pylorus. The opening was just large enough to withdra~ the 
lead. From some cause, probably from the efforts to vomit, a portion of 
the omentum had been forced out between the sutures, and when the ad­
hesive strips were removed for the first time it was .fou~d pr?truding from 
one-half to three quarters of an inch. Upon examinatiOn With a probe, I 
found it had formed adhesions on both sides of the orifice. I therefore 
removed the external portion with a pair of scissors. 

After carefully examining the brief suggestions given by authors on 
this kind of operation, it seemed to me that there were none that would 
suit this case. Nothing less than perfect control of the stomach could 
promise success, if success were attainable. 

First, the operation must be conducted so as to preserve the stomach 
from those serious injuries arising from the advised manipulation pre­
vious to opening it. 

Second,the incision must be made sufficiently high up in the stomach 
to prevent the escape of its contents (or, should th e opening be made into 
the stomach where the point of the bar rested, the incision must be 
stitched.) 

Third, to make an incision into the cavity of the abdomen, and at­
tempt to manipulate the stomach and bar of lead with instruments, had in 
it, to may mind, no promise of success, ·when we recollect that the length 
of the bar "as 10 3-4 inches, and that the stomac•h w ust be opened so as 
to withdraw the bar of lead by its lower end. I therefore adopted what I 
conceived to be the correct theory, viz: 1st, to open an orifice in the abdom­
en large enough to pass in my hand, and thereby have the stomach and 
its contents under perfectly easy and natural control; and, 2nd, to make 
the abdominal incision in such shape as to command the point of the bar 
of lead after it had been retracted, \\·ithout bruising, distorting or even 
seriously misplacing the stomach. 

It may be a matter of surprise that an operation was not done sooner. 
Our reply to the question is, that an operation of that magnitude was not 
justifiable as long as there was any doubt as to the lead being in the 

stomach; the the evening previous to the operation was the earliest time 
that all doubts of the fact had vanished; and the operation was proposed 
at the earliest practicable moment thereafter. Although I had seen the 
patient, in company with other physicians, almost daily after the singular 
feat had been performed, during all this time, I had not seen one single 
~ymptom that was conclusive evidence of the presence of a bar of lead 
m the stomach . 

. The ~ength of the bar is 10 3-4 inches, and its weight 9 1-2 ounces 
avoirdupOis. 

I would here remark that Mr. Bates bas been residing in Kansas Ter­
ritory the past summer. 

Cherokee County. 

Cherokee Connty' first white settler, Roht>l't Pe1Ty, lo ra ted in 
1856. The next year, in 1837, tlw first nwtnlh1 t's of a eolony fron1 

1\Iil~orcl, 1\Iass., arrived, under the leadership of n phy::;ieia~, Dr. 

Dw1ght Rn sell. Dr. Rns ell prnetieed Y<>ry 1 ittlf~, prescribing for 

those ~emb0rs of the colony who werp affli<·ted ''"it h sh g-ht ailment~, 
and d1d not locate here pernu1nently. 'rhe prcvale11t disl)asp at that 
t . '' f 1me '''"a · ever and ague." 

Dr. Levi Rog·ers located in Pilot towu<)hip in 1866. IIe ·was a 

Sc~tchn1~n, a b~chelor, and very eccentric. A. \ '<'r3 large man, he liv . 
ed lll a t 1ny rab1u near tlw riYer hnnk, n ncl slept in n box like an un­
dertaker's rough box. To call hin1 at night, one hnd to halloo across 

\ 
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tht""~ rivPt'. and h(l "onld come ro,ving across in a little boat. Then 
tlH• nu:)SSil g·e "·a~ 1 a ken, or the patient frrrird arross to have his tooth 
1Ht11(~d. as thf~ <·n::;e n1ight be. So far as is kno-vvn Dr. Rogers had no 
dip l onw, In Jt, hn d son1e n1edi ral ednra tion, n ncl did fair "\York for a 
piotH"~\"l' physi<·ian. 

Dt·. l\1. S. Bni.ler, a graduate of Kroknk, arrived in 1868, and af­
tet· l ivi11g- h ~ l'Hl'S on a homestead, moved to Cherokee, and devotrd 
hin1sPlf ('x<'lnsivrly to th2 practice of mrdirine. lie -vvas a hard-vvork­
ing· physi(·i:1n. roHgh in exterior, but kind in heart. 

D1·. R. T;. ClPa ves located in 1870, moving here from Cedar Rap­
ids, 'Yh(1l'(' ht:. hnd practiced a year. Dr. rieaves had been ETospital 
S1r,vnt·d of 1he 16th l\faine ·volnnteer Infantry during the ' var, and 
suhsL~qnPntly ~o1 his 1nedical education in Bo,vdoin and Eiarvard, 
grndnn1 ing f'l'on1 tiH~ latter in 1869. II2 hns prarticed in Cherokrr 
C'ons1 an1ly sirH·<" 1 R70. and is still in practi(·e. 

Dt·. WPs1, an Erle~tic, and a graduate of a St. Louis l\Iedira l 
Sl·hool, lo<·n1Pd in 1871, and, after remaining about 2 years, 'vent to 
Prim gh<n·, 0 'B1·ien Conn(v, and still later abandoned practice. 

Dt· .. J. .\. Nh~nnan. another gradunte of Keokuk, located in 1873. 
I-I(• \Vns :t VPt·~r snecessful physician , and an enterprising business 
llHlll. 

Dr· .. ) . Wal1i11g rnn1e to l\Iarcns in 1872, and remained there for 
nlilll." yt>~JJ'S. Th«.\ TTistory of Cherokee ronnt y states "l-Ie belongs to 
tht1 r,•gula1· fH>hool. hnt (sic) it is f-;aid hr is fairly successful in his 
nr:1etir~. '' 
~ 

Dt·. l\1. P. Pt·it<.'harcl. a homeopath. located here in 1874. lie is 
~dill i 11 fH'CJ <·t ieA in Cherokee. 

Early Operations . 

.In 1Rf>7, Allw1·t Ilaynes cut off a toe fo1· his brother, .Amasa IIa~'"­
HPS, 'vit h :1 ~a t'pPntPr 's chisel. In 1859, J ake Rire, also using a rar­
pc~n1et·'s (•hi~wl, ent off a toe foro Conrad Steinh0lver, and later a D1·. 
H.i(·<' ,.n Jrll1 n p fr·on1 Rmithland, and amputated a foot for the same 
pat it•n f. A 11 1 hesP operations 'yere for gangre11e following frostbit2. 

On No\. 2cl, 1872, Dr. R. L . Cleaves amputatrd Jas. Will's arm 
1 hroug h 1 lw su1·gi~al neck of the humerus, follow·ing an injury in a 
thrrs}He~r·'f.\ horsP-JHnver. .~.To professional assistanre -vvas available. 
'1\vo fe~t'lllC' t'S h(•]d the lights, and a blacksmith administered the eth er. 
'J1hP inst t·unlPnts <'Oll~;~ted of a pocket case, a bread knife, and a key­
hol(' saw. 'rhP tourniquet -vvas made from a stick, a corncob, and a 
haudk(•t'f1 h('i r. 'rh~ result 'vas excellent. 

'1'1 It' fi t·s1. c·la ~s of medical students in Ch erokee countv 'vere • 
t.nngh1 hy Dt·. H. L. Cleaves, and consisted of Edvrard Parker, now of 
Buthrrland; BPn.ian1in Olds, deceased, and W. C. Bundy, of Aurelia, 
Io,vn. 

Da1 a l'o1· ChPJ'okPe County obtained from Dr. R. L. Cleaves. 

I 
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Mahaska County. 
The :first n1edic·al soeiety in :\Lllwskn Uouut y was ot·ga u ized in 

1836 with Dr. Rhinehart, president and Dr. Ilopkius, s0.cretary. 
\Vhen1he ·war broke out, the nH~eting·s \V('J'f' dist·oHtinuPd. In 1872 
a second organization with eonst1tnt iou ancl h~ -laws suhonlinate to 
the State and Ameri<1Hll 1\fedical Ass<><·wt.ions Hnd known its 1 he lVIa­
haskn County 1\lediC'al ~oC'iet,v, ''rhwh still maintains its organization 

• 

and is accredited deleg·ates in both the ::itat,~ nncl AmflJ'i<·ctn l\Ieclical 

Associations. The JH'<H~Pnt offieers ( 1 ' 7(i ) arP Dt·. II. C. Ifuntsman, 
P1es. , and Dr. W .... \. Chmnberlain, Sec. 

Pioneer Physicians. 
Among the most prom i1wnt \vas Dl'. S. ~~~. Hhin,~hnrt, n graduate of 

Jeffersonl\Iedicnl Collc'g<\ <·nme to tlw ( 1ount.v in 184G, loc·uteu at the 
ronnty seat where he• H1 once entcr,ld liJ.)()Il 1 hP prH <'1 i<'<' of 1nedicine. . ' 
lie '-vas a cultivatNl g-Pntl<'nuul. possess<·d of wore than ordjnary abil-
itv and a hi o·h sense of honor; ah' H vs mind fnl of tlw ri g·hts of hi~ • t:" • 

professional brethe1·n nu<l 1nost tender 1 ow a rds lds pn t i<·nts. It was 
but natural that h._) should Pnjoy a Yl't'\ liu·gp shore of the practice 

and ronfidence of his fe1l<nv eiti7.ens. liP l'<>ll in February, 1875, a 
virtim to phthisis pnlmonnlis, and wns hul'it>d under 1 lH• auspices of 

1Jw 1\fahaska County :JIPdi<·ctl So<·1t•h·. ol' whic·h hP wns nn honorarY 
• • • 

member at the time of h1s death. 

J. Y. IIopkins, Slll'gPon of the :3:1r<l [ow;1 \ olunteers, and F. W. 
C'oolbridge, 'vere gracluat~~s of respednhl<' medic·al ~·whools, both men 
of nwrked ability and Sli<'('('SS in thPi t' Jll'OJ'Pssion, nud n lso Dr. o,ven 
an undergraduate, rnme to this count.' in 1840. 

Epidemic Diseases. 
\Vith the exception of 1857 and 1 'GS no Ppidcnlic of a seriou;;; 

character has J)revailed in this countv siu<·r thP dat<· of its oro·aniza-
• 0 

tion, 1844. During these years diphtheria of' n 1nalignant type s·wept 

over the middle and westPrn J)Ortions ren ehin o· into l\Iarion count"~r 
' n ·' , 

with a large percentage of fatalit~T. ronfinpd to children and youth . 
• 

Effe~ts of Cnlti\·atiou of Soil: Dnrino· the earlv settlen1ent the 
1':"! • 

prevailing diseases w2rc dec·idedly n1alarial in character and often 
grave in type. For many ~·ears \\·hile lnrge tra~ts of land \vere be­

ing broken up, there was a n1arked inet'<'Hse in sickness; sine~ the 
1nost of our soil has been brought under C'Hltivation there has not on­

ly been much less malaria, but a less per ernt of sickness of all kinds. 
'l"he number of praC'tieing physicians .. ~ . Regulars, 1naJe, grad­

nates, 24; regulars, nulle, non-graduate . (); Irregulars, n1ale, non­
graduates, 7; Irregular<.;, f0male. non-grndnate~. 1. 

Surgical Operations. 
Li.thotomy-Dr. Rhinehart, 1; Caesarian Section-Drs. Pngr atHl 

lVIcAlhster, 1; Caesarian Section-Dr. IIuntsman, 1. 
The data for l\fahaska C'ounty \vas obtaiJH'd t hrongh Dr. II. C. IInuts­
man of Oskaloosa. 

• 

' 

• 
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Medical History of Linn County. 
Liun County, one of the most important and influential eoun­

tirs iu l<nYn, ha~ nlways had able and original representatiYes of 
the Jncdi<·al profession. Unfortunately· d\'tailed records of the earlier 
physi<·ictHs nre not acerssiblfl and \VC are obliged tt> rely on isolatr-rl 
facts and re<·ollections of the 1nen vvho first loeated and practi<.'cd 
tncd i <·inc ,in Linn connt)·. The eoun ty has gro"'ll so rapidl~r in po pn­
lation nnd its <'ities and tovvns haYe d<'Yeloped in nll the n1at<'rial 
cl~n1ents of <•on1fort and luxury to snC'h a r<'n1arkahle degree that it 
is in1possihle for the citizens in these pros1)rrons colnlnunities to 
realize the hardships \vhich the eHrlier prartitioners of 1nedicine \Verc 
obligt")d to undergo. or appreciate the peeuliaritics \Yhich the pione<'r 
physieinns nn1st haYe developed in 11H' <'HYironn1ent of 60 )·ecu·s ago. 

The notes for this history has lH·en kindlY furnished bY ])r. ,. . ' 

F rederi<·k 0. l\Iurray of Cedar RapidR. \V<) shall taln~ the lib~rty to 
1nak<:' sorne additional observations ha~c)d ·On personal kno\vlcdge of 

the nH'Oi<·Hl nH~n of earlier daYs . • 

Th<• first physician of \Vhon1 th~rr is an) T'ecord, to lo<'ate in 
lJinn count~'. \vas Dr. S. H. Tyron, 'vho ce1n1c to l\[arion as early as 
18:38. Dr. Tyron \vas a 'veil kno,vn public chnracter. I-Ie acted as 
eounty c·lerk <nHl held many positions of honor. Dr. T. S. Bard\vell 
can1e e1 litth.• later. settled on a fal'ln n~ar ::\larion in 18±0 and heca1ne 
a lending· ph~·sician of ~la1:ion. It seems probable that Drs. ~"'. \V. 
Tailoc and .J an1cs Cum1nings C<Hnc a little earlier; it is said before 
1 -10. It app<\ars that Dr. T. \V. Phelps can10 about the sa1ne tin1e 
that Dr. BnrthvPll did. Dr. J. IC. Ric·ke,\' purchased John Young's 
<·lHinl in Ced<n' Hapids as early as 18-!1 and n1ust have been locatPd in 
the vic·init'' at that time. Whnt becHnlc of hin1 is not kno,vn. 1t is 

• 

qupstiollahl<· if' hP engaged aetive1y in the practice ·Of lnedicine. At 
thnt tinH' thPl'<' \vere not 1nan.v 'vhites in Cedar Rapids and these 
fe,v h<-Hl ot.}H")r things on hand than to get siek unless it 'vas holne­
si<.·kn(-)S~ and \Y\' are assured that Dr. Riek<")Y had no ren1edv for this • • 

nffection. 
The fir~t 1·eal praetitione1:s \Yho can1e to Linn county \Yere Dr. 

~Ia~rnu~ Ilohu l~S Hncl his· brother-in-l<nv. Dr. IIenrY :\I. Ristine. In • 

18-l-1. ])r. IIol nws ca1n e to )I arion from Cra '':fordsville, Indiana. II is 
life <HHl \York seerned full of promise bnt h<.) died ~oon after locating 
in pra<'tiet). Dr. llenr)T ~1. Ristine, born in ~f adison, Indiana, in 1818, 
C<11nc to l\fnrion in 1842, vvhere he praeti<.'cd nntil 187± \vhen he re­
tnoved to (\)dar Rapids. Dr. Risti:t:3-c '"as for many years on~· of the 
best ktlO\Vn ph~Tsicians in Io,va. He was a mnn of high ideals and 
thoroughly cleYoted to his profession; the n1oney side of his \Y·ork 
was but ~cC'ondary and incidental. It 'vas our privilege to kno'v Dr. 
Ristin~ both in relation to th~ profession and in relation to his pa­
tients. 'rht-'r<) are two standards b)· 'vhieh \VP generally measure pr·o­
fessional llll1 ll, one. the character of the 'vork done and the other, the 
kind aud ~xtent of clientele. Dr. Ristinc eonld he n1easured by both 

I 



34 

standards. No man had greater occasion for sdf gratulation thHtt 
he over the character of his following. Dr. Ristinc \vas c)pc·ted 
President of the State 1\Iedical Society in 1877 fro1n the floor, the 
Committee on Nomination, having reported in favor of another <'(Hl­

didate. Not only was Dr. Ristine distinguished as a physic·ian and 
surgeon but also as a public spirited citizen. IIis work vvith that of 
friend Judge Green in founding St. l;nkP 's Ilospital, is gratc)fully 
remembered, and the portraits of these distinguishPd patrons ha vc 
been reverently placed ·on its walls. Dr. Ristine 's work has hecn 
ably continued by his much esteemed son, Dr. John l J. Histinc. Jiis 
death occurred at Cedar Rapids in 1893 at the age of 75 ~rears, while 
engaged in active professional work, (ft'Om hen1iplegia ) . A sad fea­
ture connected with the Doctor's help1ess COIHlition nnd shortly he­
fore his death, was the sickness and death of his wif«'. \vho \Vas thus 
deprived of the aid and comf.ort of her husband in her last hours anu 
he fully conscious of the unhappy fact. 

Another early practitioner o.f Linn County was Dr. Hmu Orafton 
who located on the Cedar River at Ivanhoe Bridge, on the old niili­
tary road from Dubuque to Iowa City, QllC of the oldest settlc:ments 
in the country. When he ca1ne is not known. Dr. Graftou had prac­
ticed for some years previous to 1847 in which year he fc1l a vietim 
to a typhoidal epidemic. 

Dr. Amos Witter was one of the first ph,vsi<·ians in AI ount Ver­
non. He was for several years a nu:\1nb~r of the L<>gislat.ure. Dr. 
Witter died in 1862 at the age of 55 years. In 186ti there \vas still 
living in Viola a Dr. S. S. l\Iatson who had practiced there sitwe 1843. 
lie graduated from the University of Vern1ont in 18:32. The same 
year Dr. Elisha W. Lake, an early ::\I arion physic inn. gradua t~d from 
the Ohio l\Iedical college. These two men fron1 the point of gradua­
ti·on were the oldest men the county has had. 

: ~ Tihe first physician to locate in th\3 northern part of Linn 
county was Dr. Stacy who lived on the Anamosa road ncar Boulde1· 
Church. Dr. Stacy was a brother of the late Judge Stacy, the pion­
eer promoter of the Dubuque & Southwestern Railway. Some of th~ 
other early practitiQners were Dr. E. L. l\Iansfield 'vho came to Ce­
dar Rapids or Kingston in 1847. Dr. J. l\1. Traer who n1acle Cedar 
Rapids his hom\3 from 1847 to 1851, Dr. J. F. Ely \\·ho cante to Cedar 
Rapids in 1848, and Dr. S. D. Carpenter \vho came in 1849 . 

. .A business directory of Cedar Rapids, published in 1856, gives 
the following list of physicians. 

Dr. S. C. Koontz, Dr. J. II. Camburn, Dr. W. D. Barclay, Dr. J. 
W. Edes, Dr. Smith, Dr. Farroler, Dr. T. rr. Tavlor . 

., 

A m·ore complete city directory, published in 1869, gives the 
names of Drs. C. F. Bullen, J. H. Camburn, G. P. Carpenter, J. P. 
Coulter, J. W. Edes, l\Iansfield & Smith, Freeman l\IcClelland, John 
North, Israel Snyder, C. H. Thompson, W. Bollinger, J. C. 1\Iay. Of 
these early physicians, Dr. Camburn and Dr. 'Edes ·were prominent in 

1 

• 
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their profession for many years. Dr. R. R. Taylor, a Virginian, 
moved to Philadelphia about th~ time of the Civil war. Dr. J. C. 
1\Iay \Vas a druggist as \veil as a very popular physician. He was a 
brother of the late 1\iajor lVIay of Island fame. 

'l'he Medical and Surgical Directory of Iowa, published in 1876, 
gives a list of 50 physicians practicing in Linn county at that time. 
Of this list only six remain: Dr. Geo. P. Carpenter and Dr. G. R. 
Skinner, of Cedar Rapids, Dr. T. S. Kopl~r of Mount Vernon, Dr. 
Hindman of 1\farion, Dr. Ed,vin Burd of Lisbon and Dr. Yost ·of Cen­
ter ~oint. The last of these, Dr. Yost, a graduate of the Universit) of 
Pennsylvania, class of 1853, is the oldest living practitioner in the 
county. His t\vo sons are now associated wth him in his work. Dr. J. 
H. Smith of Cedar Rapids has not been in practice for many years 
but maintains a close relation to his old calling through the presi­
dency of the board of directors of St. Luke's I-Iospital. The two Sig­
worths are still living near their old neighborhood, having retired to 
Anamosa. 

Am·ong the early physicians of Linn County may be found sever­
al who gained prominence in interests outside the practice of medi­
cine. Dr. John F. Ely at the elose of his medical course in New York .. 
became interested in manufacturing and commercial enterprises 
\vhich gradually drew him from an excellent practice, but to the end 
of his useful business life, he maintained an active interest in medical 
science. It is said that Dr. Ely performed the first autopsy in Cedar 
Rapids. 

Dr. S. D. Carpenter after the Civil \var, gave up the practice of 
and became interested in building and financing railroads in Io\va 
and in the South with great success. Dr. Carpenter is living at a 
hale old age in Chicag.o. 

Dr. Freeman McClelland was a graduate of Jefferson Medical 
College, a talented physician who gained an enviable popularity anti 
influence as editor of the Cedar Rapids 'fimes, a man of rare per­
sonality, whose editorials gained him an enduring rem~mbrance. 

Dr. J. T. Hondley who became eminent as a platform lecturer, 
is said to have been the first to ''hang out a shingle'' in Cedar Rap­
ids. lie is now living, retired, ~n Philad~lphia. 

Dr. G. W. Holmes, a son of Dr. Morgan Holmes, one of the earl­
iest physicians of J\!Iarion, after finishing his medical course at Bell­
evue, \Vent as a medical missionary <>f the American Board to Persia. 
He became Royal Physician to the Crown Prince, \vho afterwards 
marle Shah of Persia. Dr. Holmes died in June, 1910. 

The·following is a list of surgeons from Linn county who served 
in the Civil war: 

Dr. II. lH. Ristine, Surgeon 20th Iowa Infantry; Dr. J. F. Ely, 
Surgeon 24th Io\va Infantry; Dr. J. H. Camb1trn, Surgeon 16th Io·wa 
Infantry and 6th Io\va Cavalry; Dr. Freeman 1\IcClelland, Surgeon 
16th lo\va Infantry; Dr. H. 1\1. Lyons, Surgeon 16th Iowa Infantry; 
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Dr. ,Joh 11 F. 8n1ith, .AssiHt ant finrg\'Oll W>th I ow a In fn n try ; Dr. < L 
J1 . C\u·hart, Surgeon :~1st Iowa Infantry ; Dr· . • J. C. Hhr·HdPt' went 
fr01n near \Vest ern Coll e~·p with the 2211d . as C~ptHill H nd I H t •~r as 

Surgeon. 

Dr. T. N. Bardw<•ll £-;rrved as 1st .. \~~·t. Nnrgeon with 11w Gth 
Iowa CavHlrr, ( •ol. Ko£-;kodrn (•onlmmHiing·. notably in an PXJwditiou 
against the Indinns who WPl\l threatPuin g· th P Nehr·nsk:t and Dakota 
frontier. 

Dr. Seth B~~mn or ,J~wkson TownHlllp \\'HS a S tll'gt•on in thP {". !'-j, 

r\J'll1Y . 
• 

Dr. SP:rn1onr D. CaqwntPr WHH a HUl'g"t•on in tht> l T. S. Ht'tll,\' and • 

srrved dnring the war. 

Dr. ,J. P. Coulter S<'l'Y<'d H£.; Lt. Colmwl of t h( • 12th low H Infantr~·. 

IIe was afterwards adi\' t' iu eity and coimt.y politic·s , who (•unw to 
Cedar•Hapids in 1871. sPrved dnri11g· thP Ci vil wal'. lP:tving thl· ser-

. , . . 
vi<'P with H caphun s <·mnmission. 

Dr. \V. II. Fren<'h S(•rvecl throug-h the~ w:11· with 1 h .. H!)t h l<nnl 
Infantry. 

ln addition to Dr. IIrnry l\f. Ristirw. IJr. ,J. H. Lo\'(' of Hpring-• 

ville, was nlso devot~d to his professio11. Ilis kindly fn(•p was an 
inspiration to his asso<·ia h 's and his words of (' hePl' and eiH·ouretge 
nwnt not only to his pnti<.)nts. hut to all who camP "ithin t lw ~phere 
of his influence. It was the g·ood forhuw of tlw wn1t>r to know hin1 
well and to enjoy thr lw1wfits of his friPIHil.v <·otu1s<'l. 

Dr. ,James Carson of l\rt. Ve1·non, Dr. D ~\I(•Clcnnhnn of Cedar 
Rapids and Dr. G. l.J. Carhart of l\Inrion. \\ erp also devotPd to th~ 
pr<H·ticc of n1edicine and Hrf g-ratrfully l'Plll<'lllht->J·Ptl. 'l'hrsp n1~n did 
not enjoy the advantages of the science of' modPt·n medicin<' bnt con­
tributed gr?atl~T to the fund of experienep whic·h mndr modt•ru lnedi­
cine of surh immense value to the stH·<·e<)ding- ge1wration. 'l'heir 
constnnt presence at tlw (•ouncils of thr. prof<•Hsion, <•ontribnted 
greatly to the present org·ani.zation whi<'h lws donr so JlltH·h to ad­
vance the healing art. 

'l'he J..~inn Count)· 1\Irdiral Rociet)· waH m·g·Hni.zP<l in 18;)0 at ~It . 
. ,{ernon bv Drs. LovP. Eh·. Ristinr. Carson and I1\ on. The Jneet-. ' . 
ing·s WPre suspended chu·ing the war but w,lre rrviYed in 18GG. In 
1 73 its name was changed to the Iowa Union 1\Irdical Hol·ictv which 

• 
ro:.1tinnes as an influrntial org·anization with 1 wo 1nePting·H a year. 
The presPnt Linn "County l\INlical Soei<>b wns oro·ani~ed in 100:3 as ' .. . ~ 

a part of the state an<l national organi.zation Hnd 1nt:>ets twic·e n Yt>ar . 
• 

'l'he ente1·prising town of :\It. \r ernon hns a 1nedieal o1·ganization 
known as the ' 'Practitioners Club''. whic·h mePts once a nH>nth. 

St. Lnkr 's Hospital was founded in 188:~. It has n <·onsultant 
staff. rrhr consnlting staff consists ·Of Drs. 0. P. CarprntPr, .J. l\ f. 
Ristine, 0. R. 8kinnet·, 0. E. Crawford, ..:\ . B. Poor<>, A. II. ,Johnson. 

• 
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'l'h<' hospital hasH rapa(·ity of/ ) Lcds. Rce0ntlY a full 1natrrnity 
• • 

hn s lwt" ll HddPd. 

~ lt.l J'('·' llospitnl '"ith 90 beds 'vns <'Olllpl(lted in 1902. 

Marshall County. 

'fh~ first attempt to form a medical society in this county be­
gan in the year 1856 and in the month of September of this year at 
1\IIari~tta , then the county seat, a society known as the Iowa Central 
l\fedical Society \vas organized, with eight members, holding quar­
t~rly 1neet ings at said place. Dr. Elias Fisher was elected the first 
prcsideut, Dr. R. Howe Taylor, secretary. This society is spoken of 
by pioneer physicians in high terms of commendation and was con­
ducted for three years in a most amicable and useful manner. Some 
of its n1 etubcrs left for other localities and the society \vas dis­
banded. The r ecords of the society cannot be found, consequently 
\ Ve can give its history only in this brief manner as communicated 
by one of its members. After a lapse of nearly two y~ars an effort 
\Vus 1nade to or ganize another medical society, this time in Marshall­
to\vu, to \vhich the county seat had been removed in 1861. This or­
ganizatiou was kno\vn as the 1\Iarshall County l\1edical Soci~ty and 
\vas brought into existence by the convention and organization of 
the l H'' dical gentlemen of the county. It consisted of 12 members, 
\Vho convened togeth~r in quart~rly meetings until the following 
year, ] 862, \vhen the ex citement incident to the call for troops for 
t he lute ·war, together with the appointment of some of its memb~rs 

.. to t hP.ir respective r egiments, caused a suspension and finally dis­
orguuization of the society. Like the pr~ceeding organization, no 
records of the meetings can be found. 

l)uring the entire war and until Jan. 1867, no medical society 
appears to have existed in the county, but on the 12th day of Jan. 
1867, a. conv~ntion \vas held by physicians of said county and the 
l\fnrshall Uounty l\i edical Society \vas again r eorganized. Its meet­
ings ·were monthly, its membership numbered 17, but its organization 
\vas prmnnture. Dr. Kierulff says ' ' that in looking over his records 
he is retuinded of th~ mountain in Esop 's Fables, \vhich \Vas in tra­
vuil for severn] months and finally brought forth a mouse.' ' It \vas 
co1nposed of regulars, irregulars, graduates and n on-graduates, 
gentleruen and pugilists and finally after preferring charges upon 
charges upon each and ~very member for gross violations of n1edical 
etllics aud etiquet t (\ it adjourned to meet again to r eorganize, n1ak­
h1g g t·Hduation in some regular school, a basis of membership. This 
laRt. (•ln use is the last but best expression of th~ seven month's exis­
t Pu ce of that society, and like the last stra\v, it broke the camel's 
b ~H·k, and thP 1nedical fraternity of 1\{arshall county did not com" 
t ogfltht~r again unt il the 31st day of :\Iarch, 1873, 'vhen they organiz-

1 
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ed in regular form, a societ.y ea1led the Iowa Central Medical Asso­
ciation to be composed of such physicians and surgeons as would be 
admitt~d to membership in the Iowa State l\1edical Soci~ty. The so­
ciety has been active ever since holding quarterly meetings and num­
bering 20 members, representing the counties of Grundy, Hardin, 
Po·weshiek and Marshall. 

Biographical Sketches. 
R. IIowe Taylor, 1\L D., one of our pioneer physicians was born 

in Rhode Island, graduated in St. Louis l\Iedical school in 1853, re­
moved to l\Iarshall county in 185!, where he was -angaged in the prac­
tice of medicine for about eight years. lie was secretary of the first 
medical society organized at 1\Iarietta in 1856 and president of the 
n~xt, reorganized in 1\farshallt.own, 1861. Opened a drug store in the 
latter place in 1864 \vhen he relinquished the practice of medicine. 
lie was the first editor of the l\Iarshall County Times, first publish­
ed in 1858, it being the only newspaper then published in the county. 
He ·was elected county judge in 1861 and was appointed examining 
surgeon for the draft of 1862, under the state authorities. In 186a 
he was el~cted county treasurer, and in 1870 member of the board 
of supervisors. In 1871 was elected state senator, ·which position he 
now fills, ( 187 6.) 

Dr. 0. F. Hickson was born in Louden County, Virginia, 1811, 
graduated in the Cincinnati 1\fedical College, 1853; removed to 
1\Iarshall county in 1854 where he is still ~ngaged in the practice of 
medicine. He was elected state representative in 1864, which pos~ 
tion he filled for two years. IIe is president of th~ Iowa Central 
l\1edical Association held in this county ( 1876). 

There is no history of any epide1nic disease having appeared 
in l\{arshall county prior to 187 6. 

Dr. B. F. Kierulff. 
Surgical Operations. 

The surgery of Marshall Count.y in its early history is n~cessar­
ily somewhat meagre. The first settlement in the county occurred 
in 1847 and of course after this settlement, probably six or seven 
years, cam~ the medicine man. 

Dr. Whalen and Hickson, still in active practice, were the first 
physicians, but were soon follo,ved by Doctors Waters, Bunc, Glick, 
Taylor, Fisher and Stattler (1876) . 

Until the advent of the railroad in 1863, the settlement of the 
county was som~what slo\v but after this villages and towns grew 
up, until the present population \vas reached. With the advent of the 
r~ilway came its accompaniment, the raihvay accident. No opera­
tiOns for ovariotomy, lithotomy have thus far (1876) been made. 

The first operation there is any r ecord of in Marshall County 
\Vas in 1857. Trephining of skull, fracture produced by kick of a 
horse; Drs. Taylor and Fisher. Recovery. 
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iS 1863-Amputation of thigh, railway accident, Dr. Sherwood. 
Recovery. 

1866-Amputation of thigh for disease of knee. Man 30 years 
of age. Dr. Stattl~r. Recovery. 

1866-Amputation of arm and leg, railway accident, Dr. Statt­
ler. Death. 

1867-Amputation of thigh for disease of knee and leg, boy, age 
r 7 years, Dr. Sherwood. Recovery. 

1869-Amputation of thigh, threshing machine accident, Dr. 
Stattler. Recov~ry. 

1869-Amputation of thigh, threshing machine accident, Drs. 
Carter and Hunt. Death. 

1870-Double amputation thigh and leg, wagon accident, Drs. 
Stattlcr and Cumn1ings. Death. 

1870-Amputation of thigh, railway accident, Drs. Carter and 
Lang. Recovery. 

1872-Amputation of forearm, threshing machine accident, Dr. 
Ki~rulff. Recovery. 

• 
1873-Ampntation of thigh, Dr. Chapman. Death . 

he 1873-Resection of upper third of tibia, railway accident, Dr. 
Chapman. Death. 

1872-Amputat.ion of leg, disease of ankle, Dr. Burroughs. 
Death. 

1872-Amputation of thigh, injury and gangrene of leg, Dr. 
Burroughs. Recovery. 

1873-.Atnput.ation of arm 2 inches below shoulder joint, rail­
way accirlent, Drs Carter and Kierulff. Recovery. 

1874 Amputation of thigh, fall and gangrene, Dr. Waters. 
Death. 

1875- Amputation of leg, railway accident, Dr. Chapman. Re-
covery. 

1875- Amput.ation of forearm, reaper accident, Dr. Stattler. 
Recovery. 

187,1 A1npntation of thigh, disease of knee, Dr. L~\vis. Re­
covery. 

1873- IJigation of femoral artery, popliteal aneurism, Drs. Chap­
man and Lang. Death. 

18fi8- Amputation of thigh, popliteal aneurjsm, Dr. Waters. Re-
covery. 

1864- Atnput.ation of shoulder joint, threshing machine acci­
dent, Dr. Waters. R~covery. 

1864- IIerniotomy (inguinal) Dr. Waters. Recovery. 
1865-IIcrniotomy (inguinal) Dr. Waters. Recovery. 
1874 Herniotomy (inguinal) Dr. Lang. Recovery. 
1874 I-Ierniotomy (inguinal) Drs. Lank, Kierulff, Chapman. 

Death. 

• 

' 
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1874-Hcrniotom.v, Drs. Cha pnwn, Lang. HPl'O\ ery. 
187;)-I-Ierniotomy (inguinal , stt·angulat~d) l>r·. I;an~ .. Death. 

Jas. IJHng, 1\1. D., IT. l1. Ge1z, ..i.U. ll., Bnoch lJPWIFi, .\J. D. 
:Ktunber of physirwns praC'tieing iu 1\lar·shall ('iounty i11 1R73-

7G was 49. 
1\rnles ............................... . ({ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4() 

• I~em"les ... · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1 (l • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Nnmher having diplomas ........................... · ...... . 
~umher having no diploma s ....................... o •••• 

0 0 
•• 

28 
21 

Classified a s follows: 
Rntrrttl" l'S • • · • • • ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' • ' . ' ~t" (l 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Ii' n} ccti' cs . . .............. . J \_ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

27 
9 

Iro}lleopaths ......... 0 •••••••••• ••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

•e~l)l.l'l.ttlc"ll . . ts . o ••••••••• o ••••• o ••••••••• .. ~ Cl ...._ • • • , , , • , , • , , , , , • • , • 

Oet1list . ......... 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••• 
0 
••• 

0 
•• o ••••••••• 

N OH'JHh<'J' 21, 1 R60. 

2 

2 

,\t a meeting of the physicians ot Corydon. on i\rondny, Nov. 12th, 
1860, the folio'' ing preamble and l'N;olutions were unanimously adoptPcl: 

\Vhereas the profession of medicine is second to none iu the Pxtent 
of means and opportunity to confer blessings nnd benefits upon tlw human 
family, and 

\Vhereas, any profession is useful, potential aucl honorab l<> only in 
proportion to knowledge acquired, and 

\Vhereas, all learning is at the PXpensP of much application and de,·o­
tion to the investigation and dc\'elopment of truth, therPfore, 

Resolved: That we, the Physieians of Corydon, form o ursPh't>S i nto a 
soriety, the object of whiC'h shall be the pro ·not iou of 1\nowle<lgt• upo n the 
'arious branches of Medica l SciencP. 

Resol ved: That this SociPty Rhall he caliC'd ''The \Va.rne County ,~\ le<li-
<·a I Society." 

~ Resolved: That the members of this So<'it•ty shall l>P <·omposcd of 
medical practitioners and medi<'a l ~~ udents of reputabl<' standing and 
abil ity. 

R esohed: That the officers or this RociNv shall consh;t of a Presi-
• <lent, Secretar y and three Censors . 

Resohed: That it shall be the duty of the President to preside a t all 
meetings of the Society, to keep order, sul>mit questions, aud to decide all 
qu<'stions submitted to the chair. 

Resolved: That it shall l>e the duty or the Secretary to kPep a r ecord 
of the proceedings of the Society, gi\'e pul>lic notices of meeting!', r ea d 
c·ommtmications addressed w the Society, aet as Correspond ing Secretary 
and as Treasurer. 

Resolved: That it shall be the duty of the Board of Censon to C'xam­
ine the cla ims of all persons applying for memuership, to admit or r ejert 
the same, and to decide upon the nH'rits of all communications proposed 
ns communications to 1\f ediral Journal s. 

HesolYed: That the dues of Pa<'h mPmber shall be one dollar, to be 
paid at the commencement of every six months term. 

ResolYed that when the dues o f any member are six months in ' ar= 

... 
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renrs, sueh 11wmher may be deelared ::;uspcnclccl or C':xpclled according to 
the discretion of t h c Society. 

Hcsolvcd: That the exercises of this Soeiety shall consist in vart, of 
one pub lie Lecture each week-each mem bcr deli\ ering lectures on a par-
1 icnlar hrnnrh, in alphabetical rotation. 

HcsolYcd: That all lectures shall be ready and delivered at the ap­
pointed t i Ill<'. unless sickness or other una voidable cause prevents. 

Hcsolvcd: That every n1en1ber of this Society shall be required to 
leeture m· produce essays on some branch of medical science in turn. 

HPsolvccl: 1:'hat the regular 1neetings of the Society shall be quar­
terly ou thP first 1\Iondays in January, April, July, and October, for the 
t ran sa ct ion of a 11 professional and such other business as nla) pertain to 
the in t erflSt of the Society. 

Hcsol ve<l: That any member, for unprofessional or other con duet 
derogatory to the character of a gentleman, may be declared suspended or 
expelled, according to the discretion of the Society: 

neso I vcd: That the election of officers shall take place annually at 
the January mel'ting for the ensuing year. 

Hesoh'f'<l: That the Code of Ethics of the National l\fedical Society 
be adopted l'or 1 he govern1nent of the mC'mhers of this Society. 

Reso1 vPd · That all business of this Society shall be conducted in 
accord a nee \\it h pa rl ia 1nen tary usages. 

HesohecL 1'hat the foregoing resolutions be adopted as the Consti­
tution and HnlPs of 1\ction of this Society. 

Resolved: 1'hat the san1e n1ay he changed or amended at any quar­
terly meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members. 

The following officers were elect<"cl to act until the first :Monday in 
January next: 

Dr . .T oh n Boswell, President; Dr. A. G. Field, Secretary; Drs. Payton, 
F'ield and Jlattoll, Board of Censors. ' 

It was then agreed that each of the following gentlemen should dc­
li,·cr a course of lc~tures upon the subjects respectively affixed to their 
names. 

John Boswell, :!\f. D. General Therapeutics. Daniel Payton, M. D., 
Humnn Physiology. Dr. JohTl Hatton, Theory and Practice. A. G. Field, 
l\I. D., Human Anatomy. 

Pu1J1ished by order of the Society. 

A. G. FIELD, Sec'y. 
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Muscatine County . 

• \ &ortcty knowll as f II(' :\ l t>dic·<d So<·ict,\ of .:\1 LJs('al irtr• < ~orntf.T 

"ns organizrcl on tlw 1Gtll dny o l' ,June. l~(j(j, \\ltlt L>r. ~~d·'' of' \Vc•sl 
lJibcrty as pr(.)sidcn1. }1\>t' n ltllh' <'\'<'1',\·thntg- p<tSH<.·d. of I 111<\;ts:tut .'·' . 
but soon the intcrcsl he g;1 n to diP out. :rnd tlJ<' nwr1111gs c·cnsC' d lot· 
want of attendanC'r. It w;1s, lw" <'\ l'J', J't'\ l\ c' <l f't'ollt t itll <' I o t illJc• , 
until the 12th of ,June. 187!, "h('ll H I'Po r·ganizntion wns iH'«'OinplisiJI'd 

under the titl e of 1\lusC'<ditw Count~ .~\ lrclic·nl Sof'tf'l,\. Dr· . ,J. \I 
Hobert son " ·as elc<'1cd pi·c•:.;i d Ptt1 nnd I>r. Il. ~l. DrHn su•rc~I:Jt',V . 'l'hc• 
meetings haYe bern held lHcmthly <Jlld ha\e ge1wrnl1y bc•c•n \\t']) fll ­
t<•ndecl. ~Ienlberslnp in 1 "'7(i WclS 1 a. 

Epidemie D1 ·eH~c·~. Pl'<'\' j ou-., 1 o f hc' fall of 1 H.i l '' c• lw d uo tIt i 11!! 

hut malarial disenst>, int<'l'111i11au t <tnd I'Pmit1~mt f(3\PI'S. almost PVPry 

fnm i]y suffered nlOl'(l ot· ]pss 1'1·om mnlada . wlli£•h howf!VPt·, was of • 

mildt~·pe and easil~T c·on1roll c•<l. 

During the spring or 1 ~.) t t () 11t~ Sj>J'iug- of' 1 !}(i, f ·' pltoid fc•Yf'r 

wns prevalent. In th r f;lll of Jt);)() SP\<'t';tl rnsPs nf c< !Jol f• t·<l o<·c·ntTf'd 

in ~fuscntine county·, lh)i11g- inft·odtl<'f'd h~· fiii'Pc' JH't'SO!ts who land<•d 
from a ste:unboat th<' dn~ h<>f'or<' tlw.'· WPI'c• sc'iz<·d wit h thc• disc•:~ s c· . 
'rwo of the fiYP £•asrs dird. 'rt'Pilf nh·n1 -qninin. llJOl'phiil :1nd hrnncly . 

• 
During the 'vintr.l' of' 1 "'."i(i-."i7. we• had 1,\ phoid pnc'tiiiJnni;J :11· 

rompanird by black. soot~ .ntd ash co]orrd < xpe<'iot;tl io11. .\II old 
propl r atta ek ed died. 

During the sprin!! aucl Sllllltrlrr· or 18:>7, S<':n·I:~ti na Jll'c•v:tilc·d PX 

trnsiYrly: many· Pmws amnn!! ellildrc•n undrr fi\ r ~·Pnrs pro\'Pd fatnL 

From 185 to 18G2. we• had diph1h«'l' j;t in :1 y,•l'.\7 fatal fot'lh 

three or four out of onP fa mil~ ftP£pwn t1y d.''ill .g. ~fa n.v of t h c dP-a t hi 
wrre undoubtedly clue to \\nnt of pl'OJH~I· knowl~d!!c' of 1hP trPat -
ment of the disease. 'rlw f1'<•n1lnrtlt in most c'HsPs w:1s dirPc·tc·d to 
1hc local infection in tlw 1ltron1. \Vh c•n 1h<• 1an·nx w:r s :lttaC'k!ld thr. 
pa tirnts invariably di ed . 

• 

In the winter of 1SG7-ol, i11 thr fown of \\7(•sf Liht• J'f\· nnd ,.j . 
• Pinity, a seYere epid ~mie of 

('ases proYing fatal. ThosP 
who attended school in nc" 

1,,·phoid-pneunton in oc·c·n rl'Pt I, nwny 
nttaC'kr.d werr mo~th~ sc·hooJ (•hi]drc·n 

• 

nnd hnd]v· lt(•aterl school lHHISC'~ • 
1868. no severe forn1 of ·di~rn~r has prPvail(·d in this eount.'. 

Cultivation of the soil. drninngc of swamp lnnd. Ptf'., haYr had 
a YCr.'~ decided influence upon 1 hr. 1ypr nf disr.asr in this sec·tion of 
the state, malarial affect ions. part iPn]al'ly i1111'nuittent fr,·er. occ·nr­
ring mneh less frequently 1lwn 30 yr•rJt'k ago. Ill fa(·t th!l prnetitionrr 
of today, (1876) wHl not mre1 with as nwny rnses of mn1nria as ,y ... 

• 
did amon g- the limited population of tlwt tin1e. In lo(·o lities wherr 
22 years ago ague was so pre\ alent that res1dents Ponld srarcelv cu! 

.. 

• 
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1 ivn1<' thPit· (•raps, the diseasr is tHnY Rhnost 11nkno"·n. 
Sig11ed--A . .Ady, 1\I. D. 

Early Physicians . 

• T. :\I. Hoh0rtson of 1\Inscatine, gradnat<' ol' .T<'tCrrson 1\fcdirnl 
Co 11 t.) !..!,'<', 1827. 

11. i\1. Df'nn or 1\Inscatine, graduate of' College of Physif'ians and 
~tn•gt cn1s, N('" York City, 1861. 

D. W. <:rit~' of :\Inscatinc, graduate of Ohio 1\fediral Colleg~ 
(1iuc·iuna1 i, 18!l1. 

1>. P .• Jolln~nu of ::\Inscatine. graclnatr of Ohio l\Iedical College, 
C in<) i u n n 1 i. 1 ;{D. 

II. l\l ei\ en nan of :\I nscatine. grad nate or Buffalo :\fedical Col­
lrgc•, NPw Yot·k, 1850. 

8. ~L Cobb of i\Inseatine, graduate of 1\fninc l\Iedical SchoolJ8:Jl 

\V. 8. H o lH'r1 son o.f l\I n~caiine, graduate of J afferson l\IedicaJ 
finllcgc, 18GG. 

W. II. Baxter of Wilton Junction, graduate of College of Phy. 
sieians and Hurg<'ons, Keokuk, 1865. 

1\ I bert A dy of \¥est Liberty, graduate of Rtarling :\Iedical Col­
h,g·e, 18(i7 n nd Bellevue l\I~dical College. 187 4. 

U<•o. \\T. 81 e\vart of 1\Iuscatine. g raduatr of Rush 1\Iedical Col-
1••gP, 18GD. 

<:eo. 0. l\ I o1~gTidge of West l.;ib0rty, graduata College Physi­
<·inns and Snrgpous. Keokuk, 1870. 

C. i\1. ITohhy of Wilton Junction, graduata of Bellevue Hospital 
~f•·<lical College-. 'Je\v York, 1870. 

'l'hl· n hove n<unecl gentlemen, 12 in number, C'onstituted thr 
tnPmhPrship of l\hu;catine County l\Irdical Society in 1877. 

l)r .. J. 1\1. HolF'rtson \vas vice-president of the lo\va State 1\Irdi­
cn 1 So<:icty in 1864. Dr. W. S. Robertson \vas appointed professor 
of Theory and Practice of -:\Iedicine in 1 he 1nedical department of 
t O\Va Stat P lJnivPrsity in 1869 ancl \Vas president of the state n1adical 
SOPl e1 \ r ill 1873 . 

• 

'l'hf~ uunllJer of physicians practicing in l\IuscatinP county in 
1877 ·11. Hf'gular Physicians- 21 ; irregulars- 20. Of the 1nunber 
2f) ha\'e diplonws aud 15 have no diplomas. 

Surgical Operations. 

18f>G- Ampnt.ation of hand through 1neiacarpal bones, Recov­
ery, lJr . .A . . Ady. 

18fi7- ljignt ion of tibial artery, recovery, Dr. A. Ady. 

18GG-l~xternal urethrotomy. Recovery-Dr . .A. Ady. 

18fifi .A uqnlt u tiou of forearm. Recovery- Dr A . . A .. dy . 

• 

I 

\ 
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( ft'lll()l'il 1). J) r·. \. \ d \ . 
• 18ti7- IIern iotom~r 

186 - An1pnt ntion 

1869-... \nlputat io11 

nt shottldi'J' joint. B.:ro\ <\1'.\ I >r .... \ . .r\dy. 

of f'ot'<'ill'lll. Ht•eOYt'J'.' l>t· .... \. Ady. 

18()!)- 'J'rt •phining ol' skttll. 

1871 - ~ \ mpu1cllion or lt•g. 

H t' , · o ' P 1· .' f) ,. . • \ . • \ d ·' . 

Dr . .A .• \ d \'. 
• 

1871 - IJigntion or IH•tJIOtTIII>ids. Ht'('()\'I' J'Y I ) I'. .. \ . 

1871 HesPd ion of' lo\\' t•t' t•nd of fibin lllld t'Oillpollnd dislc)l'a­
ltoll of' ankle joint. HP~O\'Pl'.)' I >t·. 1\. \<ly. 

1871 - R esrct ion of ~ inc•hfls or lihia. HreO\'P J',\ DJ· .• \ . J\dy. 

1 ""'7:!. -Trnc:llt.:olom\·. l> l'a1h-I>r· ... \. ~\dy . 
• 

1~7~-Exterual lll't)lht·otOJn,\. Hc·eo\ <'l') Dr .. A .... \dy. 

1 ~7:!.-... \ llllJutation of at'lll. l~ fll'n\ (•t') Dr. \ .... \d .. \ 

1 S 7~-Ren1onll of intr;J-llter·infl poJypu!o; (~ lhs. I Ht·t·ov.·ry­

lh·. A . . ..idv . 
• 

1 87~~-Amput at ion or lt·g. 

187 -1- Reseetion of 1 i 11 c· h 
. \ . "\ dy. 

HeroY<'t'\ D1· .• \. J\dv. • • 

1 1 7-l-- 'I'racheotom\·. I> Pnth--Dr .• \ ... \dY. 
• • 

187 -±- 'l'racheot om v. 
"' 

Dt•at lt - I>t· ... \. A{h. 
• 

1 b7 .>-... \.Jnpnt at ion 1 hrough ntei at a t •~;.;a I IJnth'f-l. 
.. \ . . Ad.'. 

I > r . 

1bG~l-Remuva1 of' l<trg-e 111111or frmn Hrt·k. H (' (' 0 vI' I' ,._ D l' . I f. 
• 

~~ Dean. 

1 
1

70-~\.lnputation of 1 hi~lt. Hr<·o\ t·rr I )t~. I I. :\1. I >ea n. 

1 Gfl- .... \.n1pntntion ol' ri~h1 nJatlltllHl'.\ gla11d (ranet'r ) f:l\·orab l<' 
rt•snlt s-Dr. II. ::\I. Dem1. 

] 70-IIerniotomy ( 1·ig h t i 11 gu inn I ). Hf'r•oYf't'Y 

1871-~\mpntntion of l<·g ( uppt}J' 1hit·d ) d<•:t1h 
et·.' sipPlns- Dr. II. l\ I. l> t>a tl. 

Madison County. 

in II dn vs fro Ill 
"' 

The data furnished in r<'lCition to .l\lndisou c·oltn1v consist0d 
• 

drielly of short biographicnl :-"ik\!t('hl's of physiciaus \\ ho prnctieed 

in this county prior to 187G. \Y jntm·set .is the county S("at of ~fnd­
ison County. 

'I'he f]rst physician who settled in l\ I:1di Oll Con u1 v wns Dr . 
• 

,J. II. Goff. I t is said that he \\<ls n gentlenwn of :1 hig h ord<'l' of 
intellect and an acron1plishcd mtd Wf'll t·ead physiei:tn. I t. doC's 
not ap])ear that he was a g'l'n dnat e of mty 111'"-"di<·nl S1•hool. TTl~ 
died in \Vinterset in 18G9. 

• 

• 
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DP. J.J. l\f. 'rn1·nrr came to Winterset in 1847 and re1nainecl 
hnt a fr\v years. No further infol'lnniion could be secured in re· 
la tion to his history . 

• 

Dr. L. l\L Tidrick came to \Vinterset about 1850 and immecli­
n1 ely couunenced 1 he practice of 1nedirine. Graduated about 10 
) ent·s latt~r or in 1860, fro1n St. l.Jouis l\Iedical School. l-Ie prac-
1ir.ed lllf'di<·illP in l\fadison County longer than any other physi­
<")ia n \vho had prnct.icecl in this county prior to 1876. He ahvays 
sioo<l high iu th0 profession and enjoyed a good practice. In 
1 !>.), he 'vas <~ 1 er~t ed county treasurer and filled the office ot re· 
<•oJ1 dt·t· ai the san1c time. 

Dr. J·. G. Rcott eame to this county in 1854. Was a regulnt· 
pl':t<'tit.iouer but not n graduate of a 1nedical srhool. 

n.·. D. lJ. Dn \'lSSOll came to 1\Iaclison County in 1835 and is 
~ 

s1 ill ( 187 () ) in the p1·a cticc of 1nedirine and enjoys the confidence 
of the:. }H~opl~ to a very great extent. Ile at one tnne represented 
thi:::: eounty in the :::Hate Legislature. Dr. Davisson b~longs to the 
r~g1tlar profes:-;ion but is not a graduate. 

Dr. 1\... Kelly ecune in 1855 fro1n Indiana. Hr \Vas a gracluni c 
of the J.Jouisvillc l\Jedical College, l(entucky. l-Ie was a conscient­
ious aucl \vell (1nalified physician and \Yas entirely devoted to the 
practice of his profession. Dr. I\:elly died in the spring of 1862 
<lt P\~a Ridge, Arknnsas, shortly after the battle at that place. 
Scrvi11g his conu1ry ·with his t\vo sons although h e held no com­
ln1s~ion or rank 111 ihe army, it is said of him that no one could 
h:1 v(~ s1:.rved his <•ountry n1ore faithfully, notv,·ithstanding the faC't 
that ht~ had 110 peobnble prospect of compensation from the gov-
Pl'lllllCllt. \ 

TJ1·. J). n. Alkn rarne to Winterset about 1858 and formed a 
par1Jt(lrship 'vith D1·. L. l\I. Tidrick. In 1861, h e received an ad­
eudntn degrre fron1 l(cokuk. lie ser\Ted in the army as assist 
:tt!i surgeo11 a ud n ftm·,vards pron1ot ed to full surgeon. Dr. A 11en 
did 1101· r eturn n ft er the \var but removed to Ohio. 

I >1·. \V. J 1. I 1Connrcl can1e to Winterset in 1857. lie raceived 
the deg1·clr, of .I>octor of l\iedicine from the Medical College of 
Ohio iu 1852. and after\Yards in 187±, a degree of l\1. D. fron1 
.ref [Pl'son 1\Ied icn 1 College. l-Ie serYecl a fe\v months during thC' 
wa t' :ts nssistan t s1ulgeon to the 39th Io,va ·volunteer Infantry and 
in 1 he S\llllll1Cl' () r 1863 in General G. ~I. Dodge's staff as post sur 
g·eou at Corinth, l\fississippi. lie \vns then transferred and con1· 
tniHsio11nd Hurvron of the 7th Illionois Volunteer Infantry and 
s\;1'vcd to the end of the \Var in 1865. Dr. Leonard \vas out of 
active praetiee for n fe\Y years, during \Vhich time he served onP 
tcl'lH as county t l'e<tsnrer of :\Taclison County. l-Ie resumed active 
prael ic<· in 1870 a1H.l has conti11nr<.l in it up to the present tinte 
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(L 7G). Dr. IJconnrcl \\'il':-': lht> l'iJ''d fo <tpp]) J~srll:lr't•lt 's h:rr~<l:q.~P in 
this countY, first for [>I'~. Tidric·k mul l.JikPs, :111d n11 I lw rwxt. 
dny ou a ~ase of l1is own. both f'ol' thi!.dt Hmptr1:dions. Both pa· 
1 ients made good reC'overies. 

"" 

Dr. S. B. f1helT)' lorntcd in \Viu1 C'l'S<)t in 1Kfi! 11~· ser·v~d as 
M~sistant surgeon in 011(' or 1hr IO\\Cl l'Pg'imen1s. \11hou,g·h not :t 

nwdical graduate hr F,(nnds high in lltr. eomn1unif.~r :~s ~~ phy~i<'iau 

mHl snrgeon and hnf-1 n Jm·p:r pr:J<•f i<·P. ( IR7G) 

~Trs. 1\I. ... \. nridlPl', 1\T. D. a ~'l'il<ltWtP of' tlte ftollPg<' of' Physi­
c·inns nncl Surgeons, KPold tk. 1871. WitS tit,~ first Hlld only g t·:1duate 
of' this school to lo<'nte in \Yillt ~r·sPf. ~hfl uomnH' lll'l'd pradic•p 
h?re in 1875. 

Dr. Jas. Sloan lo<·ntt~d in \Vin1Pr·s,~t i1r tx7!1. He is not a 
graduate o.f any medica] school. 

Dr. II. A. Rn. sell, n g'l'ild 11:11 fl of ~ct. lJOII is 1\r c•d iC'H 1 floliPgel 
c·nme in 1 G ancl hns siner. l'Ptnovecl to IJanuihal. Mo. 

Dl" . • Tohn Orrr11, n g"I'Hdtt;l1<· of' ( 'i j(1 Velnnd ~lcdic·nl Co11PgP, 
Joeatrd in Peru, ~fndison ( ~ ollnt.\, in l8G , whf•r·c he IJ<tS a ver.v 
lnt'ge practice ancl rnjo~ s 111<' c•rdit·<· eonl'idrner. of' thr. c•omnHtnity. 

Dr. W. I-I. .... \ndcrson of ~1. Chilrlcs, tlli~ t'~Ollll1 y, (•amr. in 18Go . 
• 

Jlr is not a 1nedical g:rncluatr. hnt hn~ H ver-y sucr.css f'ttl p1'n<'1i<'e. 

Dr. Z. Leonard 0 r Pn1 f Pl'.Wil emne to lllis C'Oilll1 v in 187·L IT .. 
• 

is not a graduate. 

Dr .... \ . . Johnson loc·nf<'d in Enl'lh<lm about 18()9, IIP is 1101 tl 

grncluate of a n1eclicnl s('ltool h11f <'njo)rs a good JWnet i<·r.. 

Dr. J. I-I. Todd or Em·lham, cnrne in 187 1. JTe is not a g1·acl­
n ate. 

Dr. J. H. Nelson of 1\Iid<11c Hiver Post-Offic>P, flnmr. to tllis 
c·o1mty in about 1870. Tlr. is not a g-rndu<l1 e. 

Dr. G. l\f. Rtltleclg·c, not a g·1·aclna1 0, 

in 1854 or 1855. lie died in 187G. 
('auw to ~ fn d i ~on Count \ . 

• 

Dr. E. D. flowr, n gTnd11n1c of' th<• hPokuk 1\Jc·dic·nl Collrg·(l, 
ram-3 to Peru in thi~ c·onnfy in 187-L Iff:• t'flnwine(l ahout two 
years in partnership with DJ• .. John n)'(l(\1}, fht•n 1't•JllOVPcl 1o Gl'rcu­
fie1<1, Acle1ir County. 

Dr. E. F. J_Jikes. n !.rradn:l t c of f hr. DP1 roi t ~f,·d ic·n 1 College, 
came to this connty h1 1, 7:) aud f'ot'mNl n JHn·tnrrship with Dt·. 
Tiel rick. 

Dr. IIamnton praf'fi<·,~d in Pnft c·rson, this rounf\, l'ron1 187:~ 
to 1875. Died in 187:>. 

Dr. W. ~L BeaYrr, not a g·l'H<1na1r. i~ pt·nc·fi,·iug in Rt. Ch:lr­
lc s, 1\T adison County. 

Dr. J. A. Rovi·lrs, n grnclnn1r of' 1ht' Oltio J\ft>clirnl f1olleu·p 
1875, loratecl in Patterson . n 

• 
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Th c 1\1 :1< I i~on Conn ty l\Ie<l i r.a 1 .\R~ori n tion wa~ organized in 
187:t .\11 1hP ahoYr 1nrntlo:!.1~d ge1l1lcrncn are n1r1nbers rxc·ept 
Drs . • John:-;on, 'l'o<ld, and Rutledge. 

Story County. 

'l'hP pl 'f'limiJHll'~· lltPrting: for tlH· orgHnir.ation of thP Stor,\' 
(

1ollnf y ~lt·di<·nl ~<H·i<~ty \Yas held at 1)1·. ~\1rrc·hilo'~ offire in An1rs, 
.lutH' l!)tlt , 1~7:1 ThPl'<' \VL)re prPsc\nt,l)rs. Rtnrr and Faird1ild, Anu)s~ 
D1·. H. 1~' . All('n. Ntot·,· CitY~ and J)r .. T .R. Gi11Pt1. To"·n Center. 

• • 

011 .Jnh· 17th. 1K7~. the StorY Count\ :\TP<lir.al Ho<·irtY \YRS fornl-• • • • 

•11l.'· oq.!·:tnizt' d hy PlP<·tin~r Dr. 1). S. ~'airehilcl. pr~sidrnt. Dr .. T. ~ 
Hi11<>11. Vll 't' -Pl'<•s idPnt. and Dr. R . . J. ~tHl't', s<>c•J'\"l tcu·~· . and adopting· 
11H· <·od<' of t>1hi<·s •.)f the .. c\..tneri<~cul :\fedire1l Asso<'iation. The uirnl ­

hPrship clnnsis t<'d of D1·s. R .. J. RUnT. Dr .. TnlnPs Brarlle~· , Dr .. T. R. 
Uil1P11, D1·. B. 1~,. Allfln, and Dr. 1). B. }?air<·hild. At thnt tilne there 
" T('J'P h11t ~ <' V I'Il gnldunte physicinns in th<) <·ount~r . and three of 

this liHJnlH·t· Wf'l'f' noi ~ngap;ed in artiv<' JH'Pciiee. 'rhose holding· 
diplnn1:t S w,>J'< a"\ follO\VS: 

D1·. ~hPldon. To\YH Center, l)r. Gillett. l<nva Cent<'l', Dr. <itd­

ZPl, 1Pvada , Dr. Grafton, Can1bridg<}, 1)1'. Hracll~~\ .. \n1es. Dr. l1..,air­
t·hild. AnwH, Dr. }1,HVTP. near Ontario. l)rs. Rheldon. Favre, HlH1 

< : r u f 1 o n . 'v <;\ t' t'} n o t i 11 a<' t i Y e p r n e t i e P. 

'I'h c• ltH' f't in ~s of thr. Rtor~r Coltnt ~· -:\I <•di<·a l ~o<·it>t~? 'Yere he 1<1 
qtw1·h•rly. A1 1lH· sPeond annual lllP<.1 tin~.r (187-1-) . Dr. (}. .... \. :\Iere­
d ith nf Ontario \YH~ ad1nitted to lH~Inh<)rship. The old officer~ 

Wf'l'f' l'< •-P)Pt'1Pd . 
I~\w s P \ ·Pt'H 1 y <'<ll'S after the orgnnir.R t ion of the Bo~iet.,· 1 h r 

n u11dw t• of g·1·n < h H1 t<1 S in 1nedi rin0 'vn s so s1n H ll that all engaged 
in a~ti v P pt·:H·1i<'P \Yho did not p1·of<.•ss to lwlo ng to sonH-' sprei<-11 
S<'('1 of ntedi c•iJl<' , "Pl'e achnittetl to 1nmnh<.'l·ship. 

A I 1 h,· 1 iJn<' ~tory Conn tv ~f<-'cli<'nl 8oeiPtY 'vas on1.·nnized, tlH\ . . . (., ' 

rHd)' fo\Vll :-i hH vi11u: ph~sicians \Yere .r\1nes, XPYH<ln, Rtory· Cit~T· To,Ya 
Ct'niPt ', < ~nln , iltld Cc11nln·idge. :Jfost of thP ph~~siciclllS 'Yere pnl cti<· 
in g· 011 otll\ c·OHJ'S{' of n1ediral lerturrs. Onl~? a fe,Y roads '"<'l't~ 
f• ·n<·Pd nnd wc~ l · <~ ~o had that for e1 part of thP ~-par on hors<1 hH<'it 

"·;~~th e onl.'· pl'H<·ti~nl '"a~· o£ Yi~iting patiPnts in the countr~· , c1ll<l 
if ,,.:J F: ~Ollll'1 iJll<'H H !,!'OOd dH~r 's \YOl'k to Yisit hYO patir nts . 

Nt ot•' < ~011111 ' .J I eel i cal Soeiet Y for th<) first tt'n years of its l'X -
• • • • 

1s t < 'I I<'~' tnet l ' t'~.ndnrl Y eYer\· thrre Jnonthf.>. hut \Yith a rather flur.tn-
• • • 

rl1in g· tll< ' llth<'r~hip . ...\bout 188-1- or 188:) th~?re vvere enough gracht-
nt Pd ph .vRi<•inns in the .. <'onnty to rrorg-nnir.e on the basis of a full 
nH\dic•:d c'l llii 'SP with a degree as a requisite for lllelnbership. Th~: 
nth' c•oUJ'H<1 pt'cH'titioners 'vho rernaincd had in the 1neanti1ne attrnc1-
t1d a Hfl c•olJd c•out·se Hncl obtained a degree. 

' 

I 
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P ioneer P hysicians. 

Dr ..... \ 1<''\:<llHl<'t' 1•';1\T!' "Cl" horn in ( ~ltft1C'<H t I>oc· x. ( 1<Jil1on de• 
YHll<' ,,n Nuis~·W .Jn1111HI'Y :2!1111. 17!1!). IIc· s111dic> cl .Jlf'dic•iJic' :tllcl ~111'-

n· r l' ' . i 11 pH 1' is Cl}) d 1 ) \ ()II!'-.' J.' )'(I ll<. (. ; l' (. (. (' i " () cl h is d i pI ()Ill " () I' ph.\' s i !'"' • • 

c·inn. !-inl'g'0011, (111(1 .. \('('Oil<'hc•ttl' or 1h c· l'it·s1 c·liJSS in Inlll S:JlliiC', Fc·h-
1'11C11'\' 18th. 18:10. Prn<'tic·('d lll<'di<'inc• in Ot·hc•, nl'nllllll' and ~t. 

(~J'oi~ . Cnntou tl<' Ynttcl. Nwilzc•l'lt~tl<l 11111il ~ Ia.'· lH-Hi wiH·n he• <'llli 
!.l'L'H1<'c1 1o .. \merirn. };i' <'cl c1IH1 pnwl ic•pcl in \Vnslting1o11 flo11trly, 
\Visc·onsin, for fi\' <' ,\'<'ell'S. 1lh'll lllO\'rd 1o ~1ol'.'' ( 1

0IIIl1,\', fo\nl. ,Jnll­
tUll'\ 1R,)2 "'her<' lw clic•c1 .\f;lrc·h 1~7(i . J>ttl'itl!.! Dl'. I~'avt•c"l's l'Psiclc• I l<'~' • 

in S1on Counh·. he " ' ciS not c tJg;tgc•d in aC'1 i\·c· pt';Jt•1 ic•t• h11t l'ot· . . 
lll<lll.\' ,\'<'Cll'" \YH<.; SllllllllOIII'd Ofit'll CIS f'OIJS1t1111ll1 in !,!l'HY«' I'CISI'S t!llcl 1o 1 
n1tc.)nd almost ;111 sc'\ <'l'c• "lil'!.!ic·nl c·nsP.s. 

Dr. :JL D. Sheldon of Iow;1 rc•JJ1c't' nnd Dr. fh·nf'1oll of' f1nllJ-
hri<1 o·p <'HlllP to ~tor\· ( '01ul1 'y ;, hont 1 he• 1-'H Ill I' 1 illlP t lut f I >r. Fn \'J 'c• .... . . 
did: both wer~ reg-nlnr !.!'l'ctdtwf<''\ Hncl .Stl!'l'c>ssl'ul pnll'f i1 io1!r1·s lntl 
ret i rPd from pn1 di <'<' a bon f 1 "70. 

1'he llllmhcr of pnt<'iic·ing- ph,,·si,·iCJns (IH/fi) w;Js 1~, ol' \rlti<·lt 
1 1 had dipJonws mH1 7 lwc1 no diplonw~. 

ClH~sificntion:-RP~.rulcn·s, (/t·Hdtulf<'s 10 : ~on-(:ntclunfc·:-; .f. 
Tot;ll 1-l:. Ble<'tic·s, (;nHhwtc•s I: :'\orJ .. (jt·ndlla1t•.s :L 'l'oiHl -L 
( : 1' flll c 1 '[' 0 t H l 18. 

Surgical Operations. 

It (i!)-~\mpntation of thi~·h-r:Jilr·oad ac·t·idrlll. I >rn ll1 -< 'olin p.sc•. 
Dr. ~\llerm<1n. Boon<'. 

l l 6!J-. Amputation of lc>!!·-t hJ'i'..., hlllg· lllac·hilll' 
Dr. Favre. 

1H7:3- RrmoYa] of fihrou:-; tnmor J'J'OllJ ;Jxilla. 
(·hild. 

187:3-Rec·to-Ya~rinal fis111ln. ~ttc·c·c•ssl'ul. I >r. 
1874- Reeto-Yagiual fi•·dnlct. !-iuec·c•ssfnl. Dr·. 
1874- Ampntation of kg. CHI'lC'S or boJJ<'S nf' 

Fairchild. 

H<·c·n' ~''''' . • 

I·,ilin·hild. 
l~'aiJ ·c·h ilcl. 

H <'<'o ,·c·J·,· . 
• 

foot. Hc•c·o\ <'1'\' . 
• 

1R7..J. HenlOYRl of fatt,\· 1tunor 1'1·om b;tek ( la1·g·c•) . 
Fairchild. 

J{ ('('() \'('!'\'. 
• 

f) I' . 

1 7 4- .. \ m put a tiou 0 r rig·b t hrc• /1 s 1 ( (' <lll ('l'l'). 

ehild. 

1H74- RPseetion of lcnYrl' part ol' 1ihi;J. 
& Gillett. 

Scot t County. 

Dl'. Pair-

The Rc·ott Coun1.'· "Jirdic·nl 8of'iet.'y was oq;~nizc•d eli a ll1Pll 1 ill~ 
of nine physi<·ians \d1o m,)t fot· thct1 pnrposr at thr offi<·r ol' Dr~. 
\Vitherwax c1nd Carter in ih<' c·Jt.v of Davrupod, 0<·1. 1Sth, 1 06. 

O(·tober 28th, tl1irteeu ph,\'[~ ic·im1~ lllPt at tlw snme plaeP. cl<lopt-
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ed n c•on"tilntion nnd hY-hnYs. thr CoclP or EthiC'S o[ the American 
• 

\Tl•di1·nl . \ ~soein1ion <lnd elet'tt)<l thP follo \Y i n ~ ofCic•prs: 
Prcsid<'nt. Dr . .Ep:hert S. B;n·ue~. Yiee Prrsideut, Dr. Lytnan 

(\tl'pt'H t (~l', Sc•c·I'<•1 a ry , J)r. ,J. ~J. 'l'on • ~o11, Tl'<.'<Hntrcr, Dr. ,James Thi~t lr. 
A L t h <' fi r~t <JlHlrteri,,~ 1n~eting· 0l':i. BanH·s cllHl Hnnclers ·were 

(-']P<'tl·d dPlc·g·;dc·s 1o the lll<'Ptin~· or 1hc· Alllt'l'l<'<lll .Jlc>dic·c-11 .. \ ss<H'i<l­
t inn. 

At the• s<'<·ond n1~<.)ting, April 28th, 1H:>7, t.he n1c1nhers of the 
Ho1,.k Isl<•nd ~IPdiC'nl ~o<'irtY \Yrl'<.) nlHd<' honorar\' 1nr1nbers. 

' . 
,)ft1l\t,li'Y :?()1h, 18:>8, the ('<Hlstitution <llHl hv-lcn\·s \YCl'<' reYisrcl. • • 

rf,hr <'OllSf it 111 ion and b)·-}a\YS \Y<'l'(' ilU'ilill l'<'Yisrd in 186.'), th0 COffi-

llllftl'l' 011 J'r'\'ision heing Drs. \Y. 1~. Pec·k, .J. \V. II. Raker, and J. \V. 
"\Yithrt·\vax, sitwP \Yhidl tin1e fort\·-thr<'<~ 11H'n1hers hnYe h~en en-• 
l'clllPd. ( 1H7fi). 'l'her(l <U'<) no\\· (.Jan. 1~7<)) 1h(• 11Cl1lH!"' of t\YPnt~~-si~ 
aet ivc· HH'lll h1•t·:-; on the roll. 'flh~ offi(·Pt's ill'P a~ [nllo\Y~ :-Prrsi­
·1< nl. n, .. \Y. 1>. ~Iiddlc·ton, \Tic<)-P<'sid<·nt. Dr. \Y. \V. Untnt. Scer e­
tat'\•, Dt·. C 1• I I. Pt·<·stou. TrcHsnrr.l'. Dl'. l;. FrP1wh . 

• 

. \ \'c•t·y PXc'<'llc•nt report on lll<'dl<'cd plnnt~ \\'Cl~ 11HH1e hy Dt·. 
( 

1
• I I. P n • s t o 11 , 11111 t o <' <' o n o 1 u i z P ~ p a < •• • 1 h P r <' a <l P r 1 s ref e r r e < l t o t h c 

J f']Hll't ol' Pt·ol'. Hc•:-;sc~y. 

'l'h<) pop11lniion nl' ~('ott Count~· ( 1H7<)) is :~n.7:H-> . Th\_~ Hlnnhcr 

of p1·:wt ic•i11g plty:-\i<·inlls G4. Of 1 hr:·H' .)8 Hl'P 111alPs atH1 G f(lrnnlP~. 
;{9 :tl'l' l'ttg·~q.!Yd in l'<'gnhn~ prH<'ticr nnd Hl'C g'l'H<1nates nf rr.guht~· 
nH·dieal ~dtonh;. or thP ;~~), :37 nrr lllellPs and 2 nr..: fen1alrs. IIoulCO­
p:t1lt~ 10. :\Icd(•S !). F<'llHllflo;.; 1. .About ()]1(' lwlf or thr ten ar<) gradn­
:lfrs ol' llnHIPnp:t1hic· .:\fPclical Coll(lgP~. Elec·tic·s -t Of irregular 
p1·aetitiotll)l'l', 1nl\.'-"'ling and ndYrrtl~ing- qluH·ks. thrre are 11. 8 
arP 111:1lPs and :~ fr:.malrR. Orig·inallY t\Yo or thrPe of these \\'Pl'e 

• 

gyadllrl1f'S or I'Pgl1l<11' lllfldi<.'al r-;ehools b11t 110\Y pl'RC'lite <gHtekery 
1n onc: or tllOI'<"' ol' it~ nlnny fonus. 'l'hr nwjorit.v of theRe ho,vever, 
:n·e Ptd ir1·h· "it bout. nH·di<'al e<.lnrat ion . 

• 

Iowa and Illinois Central District Medical Association. 
T hr\ ;1 :;:;sor·i ~d ion 'vel s orga nizP<.l in ])a V('ll port , "N OY. 7th. 186G 

h.\· n ttundH'J' ol' ph)·sieinns liYing "·i t.h in a rnclins of firt,v miles fro1n 
11.is l'oinf. It lll<'<'1S on the ~WC'OlHl '"Ph ul 'Sd<t:· or thP lllOllths of Jnu­
llitt·r, 1\pt·il, ~J11Jy <-111<1 0<-'tohrr HHet'lHltrl.'· in DaYenport and Rock 
Island. Th<' annu;d n1retings are held 111 DaYrnport in .Jnly ; length 
of ::)f1 SSiOilS, OlJC dci,V. 

' l'hr so<1 irl y is in a flouriRhi1ig eondition <-HHl has fifty lll01Ubers 
i u goo <l sf nn d i n g . ( 18 7 6 ) The p r P sent or fir. e r s a r <.' . ( 18 7 6 ) 

Pt·(•sidPJd, Dt· .. J. B. DaYis, l\Iolinr, Ill. \Tice President, Dr. Jas. 
Cor-nel, .. \nchdusin, Jll. SPcreta::y, Dr. F. II. llH.%Pn, Da,·euport, lo\YH , 
Tr~n st n·,-.1', l)t· .... \. "\V. Can t've 11, Davenport, lo\va. 

' 

• 



• 
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UNIVI~RSrf'{ 

\Vln. D. ~l[IJ()JJ I~~TO:\, ~ I. I>. , (Lntt• or ))(1\PIIJHll 'l.) 

'l'h<• l tnnl 81cll!' Uni\c·r·sdy, lil)('l'illl.v c•tHiowP<l h.' lllf'illt~ ol' !111 

('"\.l<'ll:-!i\(~ land gTc1llf fi 'OIIl i!J<• g<' IH'I'ct] g'O\'I'L'IIll)('lll. :tlld :1idl'd JH'J' iod­

i<•<dl ,\· h~, appl'opri<t1 ion:-; l'ro111 lite• l<•gi:-~ln 1 Ill'<' (s1 ill c• ). ltt~.d l'<'iJC'Iu•d 

t lw (' i (I' It t h \' c a 1' 0 r i I :-; ( \ \. i"' I (' I )(. ('. J I lw d g )' () \\'II s 1< ' (I d tl.'. Ill I )() p '" d '. 
~ . 

I'H\ or <111<l there lw<l j11sl h<'<'ll ndd<'d to it:-; ;II lt';H·t ions :1 l.l\r d<·pttrl -
111<'111, \rhos<' profe<.;:-;ors iii 11H• h<'ad ol' lh<• h•g<d pr·or,.~siott i11 fh,. 
stak. lwd drawn to tlu•ir 1<'H<'hill!.!', il htt'g<' tllllllhl•t· ot' 1111• ·' cHtng lll<''J 

nl' tlti" <lll<l ndjoinill!.! <'Oillllloll\\'<'itllhs. 

ThP <'<ltnlo!.!'llf'. jwd p11hli~dH•<I. lt;td <tllltOtllH<'d the l:u·gcst lllllll 

hr.t• of cHhHHel' o,;{lld<'llf<... that h:td <:n•t• h<'t'll tJit'ollPd llj)Oil its :·t·~·­

j s t ~" r ( a r < H l em i ('a 1 3 !1:3 : 1 n "' ~;). ) n 11 d w i 1 h t h 0 t· (' "I a i HI y i n t 11 • • i ,. 111 i nd s 
that iL grHdnntrs. d('st in<'d to h<•t•ornt:. HH'Il \\ ho:-;p influ<'ll<'<' wnt tld lH• 
1'<'11 in fntnrr lrgislatiYr Hss<'Jnldies, \\·onld. in a sor1 or nrit hJut•l i<·;ll 
progTcssion, add forcr mHl W<'ight to its Oln\·nrcl aud upward <'ill'Ct' r . 

It s frirnds had.for somr tinl<'. lH't'll llt:tking· <'lld<'H\nt's to itdd to it 
H fi<·hoo l of 1\ fcdi<'inP, nnd thus tllHkr thc'- inRiitntio11 H lfnivc'rsity in 
fnrt. 'rhe mccli('al proi'Pssinn of th<' sl<ll<•, sillgttlt~J'l.' PllOll~.di. sl"<'t lH'" 
ohJiyiou~ to th('il' 111an if('st intrrC'.sts i11 <'OIIIt<'c·tion with tiJPit· RtntP 
Sdwol. <nulnrithrr in indiYidt~;llt'f'f'oJ·t , nor· ot•ganiz<'d \\ ol'k throngh 
thri 1· State S<wiPtv, had si!:!niric•d t1H·i1· willingll<'SR to C'lnh;ll·k in tllf' • 

vPntnt·<'. During thi.s prriod th<' ideH, .sug~r~1ed to hint first hy 
.Tndg<' Di1lon, had l'o11n<l snit:1hlP soil nnd 1ald'll dPPp root in th · 
mind of onr of the mo~;;t <'11Pl'g1"1i<' nnd 1<t1Pntc•<l of low:t's ]dt.\ .si<·iHns, 

Dr.\\". F . PP('k. of Da\'cHpot·t. All who ldH'W l1is l'Hl'!'' 1;dPtl1s in hi"i 
pl'nf<•ssion, his wonclrrful pPrsonnl mngnrtislll, his iltdc·l'a!.!'it nhl<' Pll­

rr~)·, e1nd the perfect '· ahnnclon'' with whic>h hr th1·ows his r fl'ol'ts 
into nny ('ause in whieh he mny hr cn li stc~d, \\'Pl't' not .surprisNI 1n 
sr<• thr farilit? with \Vhi(•h hP !.!'Htlwrrd nhout him :1 strong c·ot<'r ic• 
or WCil'lll prrsonnl friend~, with g'l'PH1 iuflUt'll<'<' ill 111<' :lfl'Hi t•s of 1h,. 
stnt<•, who joined henrt. nnd sonl in th <' work. I'\otnh l.v wr find lion. 
,John 1~1 • l)ilJon , F. S. Cil't'llit .J ud!.!'(', Hiding· him h_v his g' l'('fl t illflll­
('Jl(•p among the lrgal frntPrnit.v nnd thP tl'nsit'rs of thc- l Jni\·rrsi ty. 
RrY .• Jamc~ Black, at thHt tint<' Pt·<'sidrnt of tlw llniYrrsit,v, a g-eut lr­
man of rare schola~tic ahilih· Hlld mat·krd exrcutivr tctl<~nt " ·ho wil1 . ' 
<llwH~ s be l'e1nen1brrc<l h~r cdl who <'V<'l' eame iu co11tnc·t with hi•11 
H') a prrfect ntodel of a cln·i"tiau !.!'<•n11Pluan, aud of :-;i noulat·Jy lwnnt: 

~ . 
fu l elwr(lcter arcordin~d,v, c·onstnntl.v ndvising- and a.ssistiHQ' in nil 
thr details of the plan, while lion . . fno. P. lri~h, n membPr of th" 
Honrd of Trustees and editor ol' 1lu~ "Slat<=> PrPss, ., n l'<'sident of the 
Pniversity town and an ardPnt l'ri<·nd of tlu-• ('ausc o[ edueation. 
tbrrw all the ·weight of tongue and pell, both woudPrl'ull.v <'loqucnt 
- into the effort. Besides these th<>rc• were soon uwn v "ar1n friends 

• 



• 

in the Ko(trd of Tntslcf's-thc ({oY€'1'1101\ Ha muel ~Ierrilll. ex-officio 
President, llnn. I;. \V ."Hoss. of 1 0tlll~il Blufl'~, and lion. C. W. SlaglP 
of F<~ irficl(l, being pl'e-elninent. 
~ l\J edien l fl'ieuds, at first, \Yere Ie\v, and Hll\clical enemies nunH,r-

ons. .As t i Ul<' paHsccl, h o-\'vever, th c idea ge1 t hcrrd str Pugth in Lhc pr·o­
fpssion hy silltplc HCC'l'Ction. HJ1d f'rirnds and J'ors \VCl'e both actiVP. 
'fhe ohstae lcs in the \Ya~~ of establishing the llH'diea 1 bra ueh seen• ed 
\YC'll nig·h insnpcl'a hle. The statt') '\VHS as yrt in the 1nnin but Rparsrly 
sl•ttlcd, and the practitioners of rnedicine within its hordel's, to \Yhont 

a S('hool \Vould lw forced to look for support jn the shape of stu· 
dents, \Yer<} ol' dp(·icledly varied charaetcr. 

~Icdieal socictH's were fe"T and the 1najority of thrse fonned in 
eount i('s whPt'C the popnlation \YHS snHdL had enrolled · 'rc•gula rs'' 
an<l '· it'l'(1 gubn·s "-~l'<ldnHtes and uoll-g'l'cl<.lnH1e~. hPlicvitH!' it brUrr 
to \Vnt·ship c'V<'ll with the heathen than to nllow spi1·Hnnl tetHlelH'l<'~ 
1 o ntrnphy n nd df'c·a~- . 'rhere 'vas a consi<1<'l'H hlc l'ot·c·p of 1nedi<·al 
llH'Il (ol' t•onditions Yarions) in <lhnost.e\'ery le~is1ativc• <lSSPtnhly an<l 
it. ,,.HH l't•rtt'Pd 11Jat '\Vhcn ::;nch a subject \vns hroaehccl, the pro.ieeL 
\Yotlld UP kill<'d hv the HC'eusation of "Px<·lusiveuess''- si1H'e "Elrr-

• 

ti(·ism," llollt<-opct1h~·, and kiudre<l "sc·hools'' would <·laiut equa l 

pri\'ilr•!.!'<'S in :1 stat<' institution. 
And. lnst hut. nnt least, a 1nediC'<ll s<·hool l<H·atcd nt 1\'rokuk 

(·lnitni11g to lw, H1Hl y('nrly· nnnouneiug itsr]f elL 1h' ":\ [<'dic·~d Drp<11'1 -
nl<'111 of 1h(• .~tn1P l l nivrrsit~r." alt hou gh the state c·on t1tution <'X 
pt·('ssl.v Jll'ovidccltlntt tl1<• ··1TniYcrsity nn<.l all its <lE-'pHrtnwnts shonl<l 
he l<w:lt<>d nt ln\VCl Citv," hacl gradu<lted S<'\'Pl'Hl hnntlrrd stud0nts 

• 

in 1lH' ~~1 \'f'CII's ol' its rxi~tence. l:l lnnrr ntunbPr of \Yhmn werf' in <1<'-
• 

t ivc prnctic·r in 1hr st<-11<' and \YcH'lll support<'l'S of their .l\hua 1\l<ltcr: 
- \r11h nn<louhf('cl inflnrncr, in their vnrious loeali ti rs, on the nl<'lt, 

\Yho, in Df's ~loin<'R, n1ight hr ra ll rrl upon to yote sinrws of \VHl' fot· 
~ rivnl srhoo l. l11 short, thfl problcn1 srr1nrdto he th e f'stnhlislnncnt­
of' a. l)rpnr1,tncn1. of :\Iedirine on slender equipn1ent 1none~r : and the 
furnishing of n <~orps of teachers in S1H1h Drpc1rtment, \\ho should h0 
'' illin(r \rit l1ont rcmnner<ltiou to rnrrv on its \YOl'k uuti] sur·h tinu• 

~· . 
c-1s th(' 1Pgisle~1.urc , in th8 presenee of a school in good \\Torh:ing order, 
;:~nd \vith n snfficicitt nnn1her or student<; sc·C'h:i11g· its R<h·anhu);e, to 

dmnonstrntc the HCresc:;itY of its existrncr. should frel inelinecl to 
• 

grant it pccunin1·.v nid. That snrh a rorps of trnrhers \Yith the rr-
qnisitc te1lcnts, ronld he fonncl in various p;:~rts of th<' stH1r, \YHS 

gnnrnlttcccl h~· Dr. PerK, and \vith that i1Hlefcdigub1e zeal and en­
thnsinsm \vhirh characterizes ltis eYrry effort, he im1nrdiatel~r srt. 
himsrl r f;o the task of procuring thfl n1 e 11. lion . t..Tno. F. Dillon. U. S. 
Oircnit .Tnclge, "~as first enliRted in the 'vork, thrn Pt·of. Gnstnvns 
Hinrichs a.lreacl~,. thr chemist of thP in~1itntio11, '\Yith ;:~ constantl~r 
::rro"-ing fan1c; thPn Drs. P. J. Fnrnsvvorth, or Clinton; Robertson, of 
:\fus<'atiJlC: Boucher and Sln·nder. of Iowa CitY: and l\Iiddlcton. of • • 

, 



DaYrnpot'l. nll of "hom ;t\'oWC'cltlt rnJStlhf:s as." il1i11~ lo r'n ltll'ih~t1P 
(hC'il' endrH\OI'S to (hP SII<' <' <'SS of' lit<' Jlt'O.JI'I'( Ill Rll lol' ;tl) dc•vof.1ng 
otH' o r two de1vs in enc·h \\f'l'k to lra\·Pling· lo lo\\it <lily (f'o t· f1w 
11 on-rtlc::;idcnt s) ·~111<1 l< 'l'{lll'l ll '.!. oH th e· \'ill'iOtls ln·;tn<·hPs nf' ~ lf'dic·inP, 
1 ni ~ ht condur.r thrrrto .. \nd so, in th e· 1ninuf1's of' Cl 111<'<'1ing· of' th1· 
Ho;~l'd of 'f11'1l'itr<'S o f' 1lt<' lTlliV<'l'Sity, hc•l<l ;11 low;t Cify, on fi<•pfc·ndH•t• 

17111. ] ~ f)R, ctpprnrs a l'Pso]u(JOll " thct l D1·. Pf• C'k IH' t'<'q uf•slr)d lo ln<'f' f 

this nonrd at 1 ::~o P. ?\f. in rrfrrrnc·(' 1 () tlw ('Sf (I hJislllll('tJf ol' (I l\Iecl­
ic·nl D cpn rlmPnt in thr UniY<'rsit y . " 'PhPn f'ollows IIH• s1:d<' tnrnt 
th;d he c1i~WllSSCd thP snhj<'d hf'fOI'I' fiJp Bo~u·d, :llhlflt:lf.OIII IIO(jon , 

n Committee•, c011. isting· of l\f('ssrs. Hoss, Hurnc·lt <111d Hln C'k, \\·as 

nppointcd, to inY<'stig-nte th<' nwite1· nnd rrporl ll<'XI dit,\ thPi1· c·on­
' i<'lion~ ill the prrmisrs. 

On tht> del\' l'ollo\\in~·tltc•\· snhJnitlc'd a J'Psolu1Joll "'l'h;tl 1ltP1'<' • • • 

lH', nnd is hel'<'hy c•stnhlish<'d il :\l1•die:d l>< 'pil1'1nll'll1 in 1h<' lftli-

\c'rsih" "ith ih<• l'nllo\\inp: c·llairs: 1. ~111';..!.•'1',\': ~. A11:l1mn.v: : ~ . • 

?l l at<·I·in ~l<'dic·a; -1. OhstPtTic·s ; :l. Physiolol.!y nnd \ I i<·r·nsc·opic· .\n 

atom,\; (). Pl·in<·ipl<'s <111<.l Pntc·1i<·e oJ' l\l<·c1ic·illl'; 7. ( ~hc•Jnis lr,v. '' 
.. \no1h<' J' l'<'solu1ion clJlJWilt's to the• <'ll'Pr·t, 11Jill •• :dl l'c·Ps :1nd tni ­

tioJls rPc<'i\<'d frolll stwlPnls shall PlltJJ'<' to till• hrn••fit (If lit<' J>Ppal't­
lli<'llL '' nnd HllOih<'l' -" R<'soh·Pd- thnl th(' s<'\'r• r·: tl Prol'c·s:-.ors in said 
l>r pm·tnwtl1 sh<-111 sc• t'\'t' " ·i t ho11t c·oJn p<'ns'<l1 io11 tllll i I stlf• h 1 llll<' ciS 
1l1<• Board or Trustc·<s. or 1111• Lc•gisl;t1tll'<' , shnll Jll'o,·i d<· for the 
sam<'." Th<'tl follo\\'s l'<'solutions, in l'<'g;n·d to fhf' Iiiii<' ol' OJH'Iling 
thc> l)ppal'tll l<' Jlt. in l'<'g·m·d 1o 1IH' YPslillg' the• 1.!'0\'l'l'lllllt' lll of the• f)p_ 

pn rimen t dtJ'('(•tly in th(' Fcl<'lll1,\', hut asking I'Ppods ·' f'cll'l~r or tlt<'ir 
ads <llHl conditon, nnd in l'<'gard 1oth<' 1l1Clllllt't' oJ' t•lr'r•1i u~ pl'of'Ps­
sm·s, whi<·h httPr hns111ess. at )past the• nomi11Htio11 tlll'l'l'ol', W<l~ kft 
(o H c·omlni1tet' ·wit h P1·esidc•n1 Bl;tc·k cts ( •hairnwn. <tlld 1hP \\'hole 
\\'PJ'<' llllHllllllOH~ly Hdopted. -

Little <'l~r appears to lul\·e be<'ll donP, wi11t 1 ht) t'Xt•rpt ion of 
<'\.Cintining the ercclcntials Hlld t·rc·omnH•nchltions ol' 1hr' sPv<·ral o·f'n(-

r-

lenwn sng-g·rstccl for po~ition~ in the pro~pt>rfi\'C' fnt•td 1y, until, <tt 
n mr<'ting hrltl Rt I owa Cit.v . . June 2K, 1R60 whrn j J t' . Hoss offcr<·<l 
a l'rsolntion appropriating; $:3.000.00 to pn·pHt'{' thP South IIa11-
"llow oc<'npicd h~· Prrf. T. ~. PClrvill as a d" f'l ling" fo r tlw 1\frdi­
<·al Drpartmrut. and providing 1hH1 Hll clrdion of g<•n11Pi llrn to l'ill 
ih<' l\Iedicnl chairs b<' hel<l itnmC'diatt' l ~r. that lhc litlJ<l of O}H'lling 

thf' ne'v Drpartn1ent he ]eft to their option. lmt 11ot to l1L~ d cle1vccl 
hryond thr fn JI of ] 70. Thi~ was cmTird h~r a \'n1 e of Pig·ht to onr, 

• 

~in g·ularl)' rnough 1 he only dissf'Hting· Yo1 p h<'in g 1 hat 
or t hr onl~T ph~'sirian i11 thr Bom·d: ns follows-Yens. ;\ I <'ITill, C' In rk­
SOli. lrish, Black, Shq.de, Hoss, Burnett and llohm·1 (S). ~ay~­
Dr. Bnlis (1) . 

.. \ t this meetjng ·were elected .J u dg-c Dillon to the Chair of 
:\I.Pdi.cRl J nl'i~prudence, Dr. Pe<:k to 1 he Chn it· of Rut·gc•l'y, Pl'of. 
H inl'lchs to the Chair of Chen1ist1·y and Dr. Fct t·nswot·t h 1 o that o E 

, 
I 
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l\ I at ~ria :\It> d i c a . 0 n . T nl y 1 s t , 18 G D, Dr. Bon c · her \V a s c 1 ( · c ·1 fl d 1 o 
the Chair of Auato1nv. 

' 
'rhfl l'et~~ to lw (•barged stndeni s \VPre fix ed at this ll1Pt>1]ng as 

l'ollows: 

l\fatl'ielllatiou ............... ......... ... ... ............ * :>.00 
TJCC·t t tt•t•s • . . • • • • • . . • • . . . . . • • . • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . • • • . • . . . . . . ::)().()(J 

nrndnn1 ion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :~0.0() 

And 1 IJp runds 1 hr.rPhy nc·rJ·ning to the l)epnrtnlPlll " 'en·, h,\' n 1>1'1-' ­

vious t'I'SOiutimt or the BoFII'd, l1Hlde to "enlll'e to the lH'JIPfit, or th(• 
DPpcn·tnH' U1 · ·- t hes· \VPl'P to he its only sout'C<' of l't>Y<'llllP.. A 1 a 
lllt:1et ing hcJld iu I )Ps i\IoinPS Dec. 2~, 18G0, t.heRt1 nl1Ps "'~'l't"' (•hallg{1 <1 

''1o c:oul'ol'JII to thP Yie\YS of th(l :ThiPdicnl F;.H•Illty", to 
• 

l\Intt·it:ulcttion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *:>.00 
I J e c t tll' ,~ s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 0. () (J 

O•·nd11ation ......... .. .. ... .... .. ...................... ~.).00 

the l~ncnl(y 1nking t.hr ground ns expressed iu their :' First Alllttwl 
.\unolnH·emellt" and rPitera1ec1 n1any titnes sinct:l tltnt "ihP U11i· • 

,·pr~it? lwin g an In~1ituiion, \Vholly sustain0d by endtn\'lnPnts nncl 
:-;tatP appropriation~, the BonrLl of Trustees fel·l that the l\fedical 
1JeJHll'1mPn1 ought not to he conducted on n 1noney nutki11g- hn~is, 

hut rath(\1' fol' the purpose of effit·ienily aiding iu pt'OJno1.ing sciHn en 

nnd diffusing k11owledge; hcnc(.l thr fees charged by the l\ledieal 
Depurt1ncut :.1re 11H'l'<'1y notninal, and only for the purpos0 of de­
l't·e~ y ing the ne<•(•ssn ry ex pen~rs of the I nstitntion . " 

1\t this satlle 1ueeting ( De('. 22, 1869 ) the Chair of 1\Iediral 
.Jnrisprt~deltec '-rns c-r(latPd, .Jndge 1>illon having heen (11ect<·d nt n 
JlrP\ io11s nlPcti11g lllldel· Lhe in1pressiou thnt snch a chair <·xist Pd, 
\vherc·as i1. did Hot. On n1otion of Dr. Bnrnc•tt, J)r. RolH·rt~on \\'HS 

Pleet<-ld 1o th • Clutir· of PrinciplPs ancl Pl'<te1i<·r of l\IediciJ1e. Dt· . 
• J. ] i'. Kt•tllt<'d), \Vho neYPl' srl''t'd i11 thn1 cn pn citJ·, ·was also l•leeted 
to 1 hP <)hair of Ohf'if<ltric·s, :nul Dr. f-ihr~Hlt-r tn tlwt of DisPnses u!' 
\Von1c·u Hlld (•ltildl'('ll, tllP (·hail' hHving jnst bP<·n <·rent<·<l. 

Dr. Peek \Vns agaiH invit<•d to "eolnP hPf'orP the Hnn1·d aud 
t!'i\·e his Vit>Ws in l'Plation to 1h~· wa111s illl<l l'P~·ulntions of' tltP '\Jedi -
~ ~ 

c·ctl DPtHn· l.rnent." 
Amo11g· oth<'l' points app!tl'Pllt cts thP l'<'snlt of lhPsc· vil'"S \\P 

rind the l•'a<'lll1.,\r empo\\·t:'red by· l't'SOlntion to PlPc-1 H Prost•t•tur to 
the ChHir of Ruq~el'.)', n Drntonstrator of Anat01ny, aud n Cu1·ntor 
to tit(• :\lllkl'Uln. On tlH• 1Dth nl' .Tnn. 1870, nt. n JnePting' at De~ . . 
!\Ioi11t>s, Dr . ..\Iiddlelon noJninatP<l hy .John P. J1·ish, was t·dt>dPcl 

In 111<' ('l!Hil' or Ph~rsiolop;)' and :Jfit'L'OS<'O})I(' Anatomy, und the 
t·h~tit·s ns origin;dly c·reHtrtl, "~ (.lt·r clll fillP(l . 

. .\t this jun<·tnrr a S<)Y(:l l'P hlo\\~ wnq ninH'd at 1l1<• P.n1hryo sehool 
b,\' thP IowH State l\I<·<1iPnl S~c·i<'ty. holding i1s right.e<'t11h cllllllw1 
:-\( .. ssion ;tt tltc <·it.'· of DPs .Jloin<'s, 1Ju .. folll'1PeJlf h Ueut•ral Asse1nbl~ 
of tlu\ ~tate ill srssion at the se1n1P tilHP and plnet•. lt \vonld he 
less than justice not to concede that a port iou of the nten1hel's of 



/ 
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the Society, aided in this orgnn izr<l P ffor1' ~ gainst tlw iuHt it u t ion 
with the n1ost honest conviction or the truth o.f the stHtPllll")llts t·ori-
1 ained in the "Resolutions", but by fn r the 
aiclino· were fdends or o'l•aduaics of the riYal 0 b 

majori1,\· of thos1· :->o 

iustitulion lot·Ht<)d nt. 
Kfokuk, Hnd actuated entirel,\' by moti' PS of n persouHl t·lJili'<H·I <'1'. 

'l'he "Resolutions" nrc entireh· too <•xtended for il'HllH<'l'iption IH't'<', . -
suffi ce it to say that, ( afttlr a prPnm ble detailing, the fiH·t tlw t tlt i.;; 
society is auxiliary to the ~\meri<'<ll l Af<'dical Association- that this 
nssoeiation "'as constant 1,\' gi v i11g emphatic expreskion to 1 h•") o pi Il­

ion that there "'as pressing nPees-.;it.'· for raising thr stnndat•d ol' 
1nedical education and of the eau~t'S that interfere with so desirn hit• 
an object-'' that one of these f'H uses was the · • unnPressary mlll t i­
plieation of medical collegrk i11 lo<·nlitiPs rPmote front l'<wilitit·s l'ot· 

hospital and clinical teaching, \Yrthout tead1ers of rxper·it)ll,~e, nnd 
forced to rely 1nainly upon 1 he offer of low fees as t~n indtlt'<'llll'llt 
to Rtudents to attend", that this was the prolific sonr,·e front" whit·h 
onr country is overrun with itH'OllljW1rnt practitiont•rs, who br·ing­
rPproach and opprobrium npon H 11oblr nnc1 hnmnne profc•ssion and 
('Onstitute a banefnl and clnngProus elnss in tlw (•mnmntti1,\',) i1 "fl'-; 

''therefore resolYed' '-
1st. That this Society <)nnnot rnc·o11rage thr f\s1nblishmPnt ol' u 

llletlical school liable to thr nhon"l ohj()ctions, etc. 
2nd. That this 8oC'iet~~ regnrtl tl1c ronrse of. those mE•Inlwr~ who 

haYe been actiYe in its organization as injudicious, iHjuJ·iou~, "tr. 
:1rd. That the organization of this DPpnrtment is toially llll­

c·nllPd for, and a nseless exywnd it nrc~ of the pn h] ic Jnonp~·. 
-1-th. 'l'hat wheneyer it shnll lwc·omr <·l<'ar}y JW('t->S~cll'V so to t>S -

• • 

1nhlish a school it shoulc1lw lcwHtPcl in onr of tlw largPst (•itic~s ol' 
the statf, mnp]~r endowed and supplied with a full c·ot·ps or (•xpt•J·i­
eJH'ecl teachers, etc. 

Gth. Tha t to secure the c·onfidPnc·c' of' thr profession or illt> ~IH1<', 
sonlHl and efficient tea<·h<'l'R Hl'l' in<li~p<>n~ahlf', ancl thPsP ill'f' tnoi'P 
]ike]y to he ~ecured hy the Oi'I'Pl' oJ' Cl l'Pl111111Pl'<1tiYe RHlHn· iltilll 1)\· 

• • • • 

1 he <nvar(1 of positions to thoR<' who C<ln wodt for l<.la~t pay, .. t (•. 
6th. That a proper roursr 1o ptll'RlH' in ~wlP(·ting· a fctt·ttltv wonld . ' . 

lw to invite all who rhoose to l><•ronw <·andic1ates for por-;itiotts, to 
appear before a professionH 1 honrd for (:lxnmination, to h:l\' <' tIt Pit· 
a cqniren1ents tested. etc. 

7th. That the action of tlw Honr<l in organizing this Dt·pn t'l mt·n t 
without the cooperation of tlw prof<>. sion of the ~tatf:l. wns tliH'idh·d 
for, and will tend to prevPnt <·o<>pet·n t ion and <lr~tror 1 hP c·on fidt•nrP 
i1Hllspensable to its usefnlnP~s and RlH·<·ess. 

8th. That Hon. II. C. Buli~. in opposing· snch action has <~\'inc•Pcl 
an appreriation of the wnnts or tllP profr~Hion and n fi<lt~!it\ to itH 

• 
interests which entitles him to the thanks of this 8of'ir1) Hnd its 
confidence in the fnt1n·e. 

And 9th. That a copy o£ this preamble and resolutions be fur-
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• 

• 
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nished the OoYernor \Yi1 h 1 he l'eqnest that h(l \Yill bring ihe1n he fore 
both branehes of the Legislatnre as the C)l.pl'(l~sion of the :\ledical 
Bociety of the State. 

'l'he resolutions \Yer0 discussed at great length and with ·eun­
sidera ble heat, but they passed by a trerneu<lous vote. 

'rhe influence of Slt<•h aetion \VaS, of <'Otll'SC, VCl'.)' drridedly 
apparent in the Legislature aud a Bill \Vas introducc,d to a boli~lt 

the Depa rtlnent, but it \Yas lost, and the Board, allo"·ed 1 o act nu­
tran1nlcled by any legi~lative enartlneut in the 1natter, eontinued 
their henrty support so that in l\Iarch follovving the ' : l1'il'st .Annnnl 
Announcen1ent'' \Vas c·ir<-'ulated inviting Htndents to th<> l\lL1 dical 
Departn1ent of the lo\Ya Ntatfl lTniversity '' Sluclcnts of both sexes'', 
as in other dcpartn1ents of the institution, and setting J'o1'ih qniie 
an array 0 r ad YHntages. Hix lectnl'Cf:, "'Pl'P offered daily. (' 1 inic·;-; 
\YPre to be h('ld three tinH'~ a \Yeek, Snrg;i('al by Prof. Pe<·k, JleLl­
ical by Prof. Robcrlson, nn<l for Disens<~s of \Von1en alld Uh tldn~n 
by Prof. Shrader. Praeti en l lesssons in <' he1nisi ry- \Y<'l'P o ff<'l'Pd by 
Prof. Ilinrichs. 

rrhe rees \Yere advrrtisr<l HS b0fore lllClltioned. The 1 r-xt bPld~ ~ · 
reconuneuued \\'ere the be-lsi of the dny- :\l<lcli(·al .lul·isprndence­
Whartou, Still e. Chenti~try-Uralutnl, I I i nriehs, etc. Surg<'l'~T­
Gross, Stnith, Erirhsen, 1lil1Pr. ...--\natomy- Uray. \Vilsou. ~lc.lteria 
l\Iedica- Biddle, l"". S. l)isp., Stille, Wood. Obstei.t·i<·H- ( 1

HZ< .. nn, 
Hodge, Bedford, Ra1nsbothcun. Diseases of W olnPn- 8ea nzon i , 'rhonl­
as, Hodge, l\Ieiss. Diseases of Chilclren- S1nit.h, vVest, Condit>. Pt·al· 
tice of l\l(ldicine- Fliul, vYatson, Hnl'll<'tt, Aitkin. Plt,\ siolug-y­
Fliut, Dalton, Draper, Carp<lnter. ::\lisc·t·osl'opi<· Ana1omy- }1""'lint, 

BealP, Robin. 
'J'he "reqnire1nenis for graduation" \\ Prr ns nsual tlH· nge (• r 

t\vent.v-on r ; good moral e h Hl'a f'ier; th P study or 111 rd i ei n <> I' or th n"'c 

years, including attendance· upon t\YO eonrscs of l<-l<'i11res (five 
years 0 f reputable pra~til'C ('011Sid er~d l'<jll j \'a lPnt 10 <HlP <'Olll'Se ot 
lectures. ) 'rhe necessary thPsis upon some HlP<lic·al su hj()c•t "as also 
ealled ror. In the lneantillH' a lrctnrrl' Ull Ophthahnolog.\ aud Otol­
ogy was thought desirable, and Dr. E. JI. 1Iazen of Dttvcnport \Y<lS 
electPu to that positio11, \YhilEl under sin1ilnl' <·ircnnlstauePs l>r. l\Iark 
Rauuey, ~uperiutendeni of the lo\YU IIospitnl for InsHll<' nL 1\fonut 
Pleasant. " 'aS elected Lecturer on Insnllit~· . The dPu1 ist.s or the 
state el a i ntcd a position in t.l' t} new· scl' oo] n lso, ~o t h<>r<~ '' ns added_ 
J)r. Sn1ith, lecturer in that depart1nent. 

rl'h<~ list of teachers <'OlnplPtc th<'n \YHH ns follo\VS: Dn vrnport­
,J no. :B,. Dillon, l\Iedi cal ,J Ul'lHPl'1H.lenre. r ()\V(1 Ci iy- U nstn v llS lle in­
richs, Uhen1istry. Davenport - W. I~. PP<' k, Hnrgery. ( 

1

1 i u1 on- P. J. 
Farns\vorth, l\Iateria l\Iedira. Io,va Ci1y ,J. II. Bouehl't', Alla1<nny. 
:\IuscH tine- \V. S. Ro lwl't sCJll, Theory and Pl'actiee. 'ripton- J. P. 
Kenne<l), Obstetrics. Da \en port- \Y. ]). :Jlid<lletou, l'h~ ~iology 
and Th:Iicroscopic Anaton1y. Io,va City -J. C. Shrader, Ili~eases of 

' 
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\Vomen and Children. Davenport- E. I-I. Ilazen, EyP and Ear·. 
l\Iount Pleasant- l.\Iark Rauney, Insanit y . l<nva City--P. 'P. ~mit h. 
Dentistry; to ·which " ·er e a<.ldPd, J ohn Xorth, DPmonstr·aLm· of 
Anaton1y; R. \V. Pryce, Prosector to .t he C'hnir of ~Hl'gPry and 
Curator of the 1\Iuseum. 

In aid of this latter, physieians of t h e state -"'Pl'P em·nt>stl.\ r e­
quested to send n1orbid and healthy spe(•ilnens, whic·h would lH! 

labell ed with the nmne of thL) donor. 
At the first regular 1n~eting of t he Faculty, Dr. P<1 1'k was elt•t·1-

Pd Dean, as slight r eeoguition of h i~ valnahle efforts ill hl'iugiug· 
the establishment of the school to this point, a 1net·itPd honot· whic·h 
has been yearly re-extend~d to hiln np to this tin1e. 

Lectures began in the Houth IIall of the lJniYersity- in H pt'('­

linlinary ter1n beginning H0pte1nber 20, 1870. On that o1·ea:siou 
President Black '' in a ft:>w pert ilwnt re1narks alln<lPd to 1 he l'SLH L­
lishnlent and organization of' thP ::\I L'dicul DepartnH·nt mHl tlte ob­
stacles 'vhich were thrown in thP wa)', a11d of the pleasure affo rded 
all true friends of the Universit.'· that they had bfen oVPl'<'OllH', and · 
that the Department n ow opens with an attendanee llllll'h largPr 
than had been antieipatea. Il(' wclcon1Pd the students to 11w 1a•w 

department and invoked Dh·ine favor in behalf of its snc<·ess CJnd 
usefulness", as " ·e gather fron1 Iowa City Tribune of that dah·. 

Then Prof. Farnsworth ("·ho had bPPn appointed to th<• wo r k ) 
' being absent, the Dean prorPc<led to deliver the opcni11g addt·e~s, 

· which ''·as an able effot·t. an d was liste1wd to with nnwh attt·ution, 
as 'Ye learn fr·on1 the smne sou r ce. 

Prof. Hinrichs delivered 1lu• first lecture in this pr<·l imiuary 
eourse on the n1orning of Sept. 21, 1870. 

The r egular course began on Octobrr :2-!th and euded ou tlw 
first day of l\Iarch 1871. During this time thert~ 'Yas <111 at t<·ndau<·t~ 
of thirty students, and the year's work was faithfully lH't·l'ot·nwd 
under very tnany try ing rirCUlllSl anePS. rrhe Clinies lll ~I Pd j (' i lle 

and Surgery 'vere largely attetHletl. Yivisec· t ion in the illustl'atiou 
of the Physiological conr sp was exteHsivPly praetise1l. 

. In short all 'vas far in eX('PSS of I hr anticipations of ft·iends, aud 
the winter was marred by hut onp PYCHt of in1port. 

.About the first of January 1871 it was diseovereJ that a l't'<'t•ut 

graYe containing the r emain s of the wife of a pr01ninrnt <·it izl'H of 
Iowa City, had been clistnrbe<l. On search the body was st't'll to 
have been remoYed , and as a 1nat tl·r of eourse the ne" Dt~partmeut 
was immediately suspec-ted. 'rlw instit ntion was srarched, and al­
though the body 'vas n ot fonnd in the hn llding, but so1ne ('Ollsidt;J'­
abl~ distance in the country, hid<len in a haystack, the offi<·e>; of 
the institution were constant1y subjec·ted to criticism and sus pi<:ion , 
and in obedience to the popula r clamor, Dr. Boucher, Professor of 
Ana to1ny resigned, and h is r esign i tion was accepted F e b. 27 , 187 1. 

• 



, 

• 

r:. ,..., 
,) 

IIis position \vas after\varcls taken hy J)r. E. F. Clapp of \Vnshington 
\vho \vas forn1ally electr(1 in .June 1872. 

The first con1nlencenH•nt occurred ·in the chapel of th(1 Univers­
ity on the evening of ~Iareh 1st, 1871, in the presence of an i nunense 
gathering o£ the citizens of Io\va City, the Board of l{rgents (a 
ne\vly arquired title of t hr controlling Board ) and 1 he i\1 <·di('al 
Faculty occupying the p1at forn1. President Blac-k presicled. 

Isaac l_;. Potter of l\fount PleHsant \VHS the valedictorian of the 
class, and his address \vas OllP of exceeding 1uerit, and fitting tribute 
to the Board. \Yho had estnhlished and snpportPd the ne\Y institntion. 
His allusions to the Board \Yrre responded to hy lion. A. 8. Kipell, 
at that ti1ne Snperinteu<l<)nt of Public h1strnetion of the State, \Yhu 
"Tas follo\ved by Prof. Robertson in nn address in beha1f of the 
Faculty. .A banquet at the Clinton liouse ter1ninated the progra1n, 
and the school \von 1nan Y \Yarln friends on the occasion. 'fhe o·radu-• 0 

ates \vere three in nun1brr, lsaar L. Potter of 1lonnt Pleasant. N. II. 
Tnlloss of lo,va City, and II. R. Page of Western. Just prior to this 
cominencen1ent occurred the resignation of Dr. Black, an event caus­
ing the deepest r egret a1nong all true friends of the University, 
though undoubtedly inuring to his personal benefits, he being called 
to a n1orc profitable field of labor near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
On thr day of commencen1ent the Boar<l elected in his plaee Dr. 
George 'rhacher of Waterloo, \vho has continued to fill the position 
\Yith great credit up to the present tin1e ( 1876). 

Fe\V ~~oung schools n1ay be said to have been so \vidPly adver-
tised in tenns Loth friendlr and other\visr, 1nostl~ ot her\vise, as this 
one during its first course of instruction . 

.... \. gastric juice clog (\vith gastric fistula tube for (1igestiou ex­
perilnentf.;) fnrnished the trxL for perhaps the first series of ren1arks 
\vhi~h vYPre ropied extensive!)' all over 1 he rountry. 'rhen the fact 
of the prPsrnce of ladies in th e class, Pspecial1y their pursuing the 
study of Practical Anato1ny in con1pany \Vit h the 1nale student<;;, ·was 
<3e verel~r connaented upon aud as strongl.\r co1n1ueiHled, and lastly 
the rPstnTertion case at lo\Ya City produced a \Yar of \\ ords, es­
perially a n1ong the Stat P pa p~rs, that <'ontinurd fo1' 1110111 hs . .Alto­
gether 1 he existence of 1 hP srhool \vas hrralcled abroa<1 in a vt->ry 
en1phatiC' nnd energetir lllann er. FriPtH1s, it n1a~,. he snfr ly said, 
in~rensPd very rapidly <lnl'ing- this 'YintPr nnd the srhool \Ya--; aceord­
inO'lv much stron2.·er \Yhrn tltP second ~·on!'SP of lectures began. 

!::"' • '--' 

TlH~ corps of tea('1H1 l'S rr.1nained the san1e \Yith the excPption of 
Dr. BourhPr \vhosP r Psignation has bet=~n previously noted. 1,he 
regnlar course began after a preliminary term of t\VO \VPeks, \vith 
t\VO le~tures a day on the 11th of Octobt)r 1871. TlH) Inaugural . ' 
address on the occasion " 'as deliYered by· Dr. ::\Iiddleton, and the 
conrs~ opened ,vith some fifty students, a nun1ber \vhich gradually 
increased until se\~enty-one (7,1) \Vere enrolled. 

' 

• 
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'l'he lllOSt ph~asing f<~allll'l' or tht) WiU{l-'1' Wfts tlte {)iiSSHgt·, :lfll'l' 

nutch opposition, of the ltu·gt·~t appropriHt ion a~ ~ Pt grnlltt•d t lte 
l'111versity by the legi:lutur ·- approxinwtd,v ~:13,000, aud the de­
l'eat, in stwh passage of a bill "hieh haJ beeu in1rodue~.•u 1 o abol1sh 
11H· ~ledical Departlueut ih •l'eor. rl'his g'H\'e all frit)lltlS or thP ~·whool 
l't•nsou io hope lhai it '"onld uow lH• t•stnblishPd llpou a sound lm:-;is, 
illHl 1hcir hO}:WS "·ere fulfilled ill thP gl'anti11g of liUl'l'HI SHillS by 
l ht• Board of Regent. · at its .J UIH' llll'Pt1ng in 1872, for t ht• pllt'<·hm·w 

or bool,s and in ll'lllllPUts. aud tht• al'l'ixing of a salary or ~UUtl to 
l'c.ll'h rull ehair. The ledltl'l'l' Oil ()pht hahnology illld Utolo~.) \\'tlS 
to l't'et't\l' *JOU, the ll'eturer on i\ledit·td Jut'ls}H'LHJenee $2UU, and the 

ll't'1\lt'el' oulusauity ~lOU. ~\salary of :l;lOO w:1s also afflxPd to th, 
po:-,itiou oi Pro:-~edor to the ( 'lwir ul' Sul'get·y, and the l'l~t·ullljH1 11St' 

ol' the Den10nstrator oi ~\nat om,,· "a:-, a ftxed proportiutt of 1 h · l't·es 
paid iu the di~~l't;tiug roon1. This WH") uftt>rwartl t.:hanged loa sal­

;tl',\' or :1'~;)0. The tel'lll eudr.d "it h Cl t'Ollllllt')l(•t>)IH'llt or gl'l:'.ll l~t·i1-

liatH·~ at whi('h two ladiPs and l'oltt'll1 l 1 ll geuth•tut·u l'l't'l'j,,•d the 
d('gJ'l•(> ol' the institutiolt, us rollo\\ s: 

1\Irs. Anna A. :SiwplH·I·d, ~ 1 . \\. ljilly, 
1\LI's. Isnbt·l U.. \Yhill'tl'ld. \Vm. 11. ~ichols, 
Humuel ~I. Banws, ( '. U. P<Hlltju, 

.J. B. Charlton: B. 11. Reynolds, 
,J. \V'. D<n·is, I•1 • B. II. \Ving, 
i\athan Hunt , C. IJ. \VI'ldn r, 

rJuhll j(. .Jeuuin~s. '1'. IT. l3nr11PS, } 
• )oltll II. 1\.ulp, .T<• ·~L' Ilolnws, 

ad cltrt•lt-m . 

Tht· da--, this~ Plll' lwd hPt·n ~ull.iL•t·1t•tl to ~~ y,~t·.v tliL)J'ough <·x­
~tlllina1iun 111 public·. <;ollthldt·d h,\' tl11· l'rolt->ssm·s in the Jll't'S~IIl't' 

o[ au gxamining Committt·<· c·OillJH>St•d ol' llH'lllbPrs uf thl' Iowa 
s 1 a h. .\I (. d i (. al s 0 l' i p 1 ) r' t lw (' '\: H lll ill(\ 1 i 0 ll 1 as 1 i 11 g t w 0 d n y s. n II d tl II t Ill! 
c · illt d i d a I t' s 1 HJ<.., sed 1> t> i 11 g c ·on. i cl PI',~ d I>·'· b o 1 h ( 'ottl lll it t ( •t• e111 d F' a , ·1 til \' 

• 

as l'uiJ~r t-!ll1itl~d to tlw honor. 'l'hl' Conunith·<~ ":1" c·ul!J)Ios,•d as l'ul -
low~: - • 

Dt·. J. \Yillinmson, OUttlll\\H, Chuit·nwu; Dt·. ~J. (: ctntldt•, lJt'­
('lait·t>; Ut· . • ]. H. Corl'<'ll. ~~·wton; Dr . . r. :\1. Hllht,l'tson, Mtt~•·HI i111•; 

I >t·. U. Unrlwnk. \YaYL'rl.). Tht• ralt~di<'t<H'.'. adell·(":'~ wus d(~livt•l't•d 
"·'·F. B. If. \Ving. mHl tht) addt·1·ss fot· thP i'n(·llltv hv lion . • Jallws 

• • 

'1'. LatH' of Dn,·euport. \V1· find that on 1hi~ oc·c·H<;ion 1h1• pic·tu1·1• 

ol' 1 ht• Pr·esident. Dr. Thac·lwr, dont• h:r IlPtHlt·rson in lus us11 n 1 lllil:-;t­

PI'l.' IIWIIHL'l', was pt·,~selltt·clto thP l·ni vc·t·sity thl·ontdt Jll·. lmJH' )l\· 
~ . 

th,~ students nl' tht· rdedi(·al Dt·pctt'ltnt~llt. thnt (~ov. ( 1 al'}ll)lll<'t ' ,1t·-

c·t•ptc~d in H llt'lat p<>cc:h in whi<·h l11· ::-wi<l 1he .. artist had l'lat L<'n·d 
his ~uhjt•,·t": tha1 l>r. 'L'h;l<·het· 111:1dl' nn inspil'iting s pePc·h t 1) tlll"' 
~rndna1t•s Oil 1he ~)l't)SI'11tntion or diplomu~, that tht· whole~ P(lt'l,v ad­
.JIIlll'llt\d \11 1ht• Clmton flonsl' \\ lu•t·c· a hanqll<'t, spf't:lc•h mttl{inv. 1)tC'. 
tlllgar•ed thPil' at1.~->ntion tilllait> in the 11ighl. 
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Durtng thP sn1nn1et· yncation sonH~ chnnge~ 111 thfl col'ps took 
place-.J ohn ... Tor t h, Den1onstratol', being replaced by Dr . . J. B. (harl-
1 on on e of the n1ost prom1s1ng gradua1 es of the school, and t he t ·w·o 
t·hairs of Obstetr1cs aud Disea::ses of \Yomeu nnd Ch1ldren \\·ere 
n1erged into one and en trusted to Prof. Shrader. Dem1uick Brad­
ley, t h e first janitor hnd s ho,vn hi1nself full of treason during thP­
resurrection case of a y(.lar pr1or, and lu~ place 'vas £1lled by \Vn1. 
Green \vho has occnp1ecl 1t ever sinee and than \Vhonl no n1edical 
school ever had a better. 

The thn·d r egular course \vas inangnratetl on October 2Brd, 
l t>72, by an address by th e Professor of ... \naton1y, Dr. Clapp, and 
seventy students appeared for instruction. Dr. Knlp of l\Iuscatine 
"as selected by the Dental Soeiety this year as the lecturer lll that 
branch. 'l'he term closed by a ro1n1n ~neetnent on l\Iarch 5th, 187j , 
at \vhich thirty-one (31) of the class ( t,venty-e1ght gentlen1en aud 
three ladies) r ereived the degrt,}e of f)octor of ::\Iediei.ne, as follo"rs : 

Charles H. ...\.nd.re\vs, 0. D. Taft, 
B. S. Louthan, L. P. Eckels, 
H. E. vV. Barnes, EL H. Vier sen, 
1 . W. l\Iountain, W. B. E vans , 
\Vm. 0. Blain, \Vn1. l\I. Glenny, 
C. H. Preston, ,J. A. White, 
Frank Bucham, J. W. Hanna, 
.J. C. Robertson, ~Iiss :J.I. A. Cleaves, 
Henry L. Ba,vden, ,V. l\I. IIilton, 
Charles R eitern1an, l\{rs. Rilla ITa~ ... 
B. F. 'arm1chael, tJ. W. 1-Ietnpst~a l, 
J an1es co1 t, 1\Irs .. Jane A Preston, 
D . C. Cook, vV H . Koogler, 
H. ... . ill, .J. A.. L~e) 

L. B. Eberley, C. E. L ee. 
T. R. Ward, 

The valedictorian of the .. C'l:u.;s; ''Tns Wm. l\L Glenny, and 1·he ad-
• 

dress for the Faeu1ty \vas deli ve r ed b~, Dr .• J. Willia1nson of Ottum-
\Ya, President of t hP ~ 1ate :\fedtcal ~ •oeietv. 

The examinations hn<.l hP.en condnctetl this year h~T the l'ollo"'­
ing gentle1nen :-

Dr. N. tPel , FairfiPhl. 1hnir1nan ~ Dr. 0. Burbank. Waverly, 
Dr. tT. A. Ladd, Buek1ngh atn; Dr. A. S ~Iax\Vfll, Davenport; Dr 
,J. f1. Blackburn, Fori ~ fadison; Dr. D. 8chofie1d, \Vash1ngton; Dr. 
\V. H. Baxter, W1lton ; ])r . . T. R Dosh. Htnart; Dr. A .. B. Bo,ven, 
~[aqnoketa. Dr. \V. C. ~rhnltz, 1\Iarengo; Dr J. W .. ~n1ith, Charles 
City. ecretary, \Yho see1ned ver~r highly pleased 'vith the n1arkecl 
proficienry di played b~, the class and took occasion so to say in 
a comn1unication to the Board of Regents at the1r meet1ng. 

Application was made to the Board this year for the use of 

• 

• 
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thP "':\IPchnnir'~ In~titnte:'. n lnrgP hrick huildinn: standing in thP 
rnidst of a square. c11Hl b<;)longing to thP TrniYersity property, an<l 
situated only t'wo bloc·ks fron1 the ca1npns for hospital purposes and 
the request of the Faculty \Yas granted. T!1e order of the isters 
0 f ~Iel'C~', having another insti tntion of the kind in SUCCPssful oper­
ation near Davrnport, exprPssed n 'villingnPss to conduct the nP"' 
hospital, and the citizens of Io,va City subscribed liberally to,vards 
the rP1nodel1ing and fitting up of the structure, unt1l we see notice 
that on Oct. 23, 1378~ imn1ediatel~· after the inaugural address in 
the fourth regular conrsP, 'vhieh \vns delivered by Prof. Shrader, 
the Iaculiy repairPd to the hospital building, \vhere Sister Superior 
::\L Borron1ed, since dPcensed and sincerely la1nented by all ronnected 
\vith the institution, condneted them abont the building, sho\ving 
i hen1 a \vonderfully ilnproveu house \vith about t\venty beds, all in 

· the nrat aud clean order usually found nuder the Sister~' t·Pgin1e, 
and a large autl air y amphitheatre capahlP of seating 2:10 students. 

'J'hr Hospital Bonrcl \VHS orgnni%ed a~ l'ollo\YS: 

Physicians. , 

W. S. Robertson, 
P . . J. Farns\vort.h. 
W. D. Middleton, 
<+nstavus Hinric)ll~L 

Physicians. 

J. C. ~ 'hrader, 
'11

• S. 1\Luh au, 
J. A. LPe. 

Consulting Board. 

Hnrgeons, 

W. F\ Perk, 
E. H. HazPn, 
.J. B. Charlton, 
A. C. l\1oou. 

Attending Board. 

Sul~geons. 

E. F. Clapp. 
B. F. Graha1n, 
R. Vl. Pryce. 

D1·. Shraclrr \vas p]ertecl PrPsidept nnd Dr. Ulapp fir<'rrtary. 
In this [onrth ) PHr the uu1nber of students aggr~~~:atPcl sixty­

five, of \Vhorn sev0n \VPre lacliPs. 
'rhe hospital did good srrvirP there h~ing a large clinic univer­

sally on clinic <.lays, so thclt 11robably so1nP ttu~ee hnndretl various 
cases \Vere pre-sented in the aggregated clinirs. 'l'he eonunencement 
oceurred on :J.farch 4th, 1874, t'veuty-three gentlPmeu aut! two ladies 
receiving the degree. as follo,vs: 

F. \¥ .... \ chilles. 
,.:\.. R. Allen. 
W. II . . A.rther, 
G. P. Bo\ver, 
A. 'r. Conley. 
J. ~I. Glasgow, 
G. P. Johnston. 

James ~IcNutt, 
H. J. ~i1ut.horn, 
lVL B. ~loon, 
,J. L. ~Iartyn, 
George P. Neal, 
:\I. R1ortlan. 
E. H. Shaffer, 

• 



George l\L Keller, 
,V. ~. l(eller, 
R. E. I\:uhn, 
U. B. Kiinball, 
<ieorge l\L Kerns, .Jr. 
Jno. W. Lauder, 
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J. H Wait, 
C F \V nlrl.ron. 
\'·. ~- \Vilc·ox. 
1\i 1ss Lizzie Hess. 
.Jl1~~ Rebceea I-Ianna. 

'rh(:l Yaledic·iorY address \Vas d<lliYered h\' .\I. Riorclau. and the 
• • 

addr(:l~.., for the Faculty b~' Senator D. ~. Coole? of Dnbuqne. 
The follo-vving Exa1uining- Corn1nittec clic1 very fcuthful \York: 
Dr. II. C. Dnlis, Deeorah, Chairn1au: Dr. 'r. J. Cnl<bvrll, ..L\.del: 

Dr. J. W. Gustine, Panora; Dr. B. F. Grnham. lo\va City: Dr. J. P. 
Grlnvell. Oskaloosa; Dr. D. W. Crouse, \\Taterloo; Dr. I-I. Rislinr, 
Cedar Rapids. 

Dr. Bnlis as ehairman of this eonunittce, <nvnrded the pri~ws 
vvh ich had this Year been offered. b v seYPrH 1 n1en1bers of thr l~a<'nll \'. 

~ v • 

for meritorious \vork in Yarions branche~: nnd much 1nterest 'vas 
mani rested during connnencen1ent and b.,. the press of the ~tate, 

after,vards, in the fact that the first pr1ze \vas a \vard~d to a lady -
:lVIiss Rebecea Hanna-for a beautiful dissection of the arn1 and hand. 

The dav of co1nmcncement this Year, an alnnn1i association \V:t~ 
v • 

formed for the nsual purpose of such organizations, and lh'. N. II. 
Tnllos of the fir~t graduating l 1lass, elected President. Fonr of the 
graduates 'vcre ehosen to pre~ent papers at the next annu<ll n1ceti ng, 
and all alumni \verc (-larnestly reqnrste<l 1 o aid in srenring a roln­
p lete list of the graduates of the srhool 'vith their address and his­
tory·. 

The fifth regular course ""as inaugurated in au address b~ .. Prof. 
Hinrirhs, in the laboratory on the 21st of October, 1874. 1.\. very 
large class \vas present \Vh i<~ h increased slig:h1l~r until a total of 
ninety-four students appeared for instr1u•tion-the hn·grst class as 
yet congregated in the institution, \vith the largest n1unber of lad­
ies as yet appearing, eight. The increase in nu1nbrrs began to n1ake 
the very meager accomrnodations ~adly noticeable in lack of Yenti-
1ation, etc., and the Board \Yas earnestly re<gtestc<.l to in1prove in 
that particular \Vhich they al\vay~ \Verc \villing·, but not able to ac­
comp1ish: 

Dr. I. P. Wilson of Burlington, as last year, appearefl a:-; l'epre­
sentative of the ::-)tate Dental Society, to lecture in that branch. 

Commencement ocrnrred :\larch 3rrl. 1873, \Yith a total of 
t \vent? graduates , on this occassion all gentleruen. The Examining 
Con1mittee spoke highly of the proficiency of the class and recoln­
mended eYery one for the degree. 

Examining Committee. ' 

Dr. E. \\. Clark, GrinnelL Chairman; Dr. B. ~.,. Kierulf. l\far­
shallto\vn; Dr. H. ~I. D(:lan, ~Iuscatine; Dr. J. J. Tomson, Davenport 

-
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Dr. G. R. ~ 1 kn1ner. Cedar Rapids; Dr. W. E. Frazer, Washington ; 
Dr . . J. ~I. Knott, S ionx Ci t.~r. 

The cla!::is "~as a~ follo'' s : 
... \.. 0. Williams, 
~J. Ballard, 
D. C. Bice, 
P. 1I. Bracehn, 
~. J. Bridenstine, 
8. A. Campbell, 
E. P. Case, 
E. W. Doolittle. 
8. F. Goodman, 
... \. G. Go n--ell, 

J) IlandeL 
.f. F-f. H ud.2;in, 
T. D. Longher, 
.John Shepherd. 
( L I; Teats, 
W. 8 To,vnsrnd, 
tiro. E. Barth, 
Cieo 0. :\forgridgP. 
\\T1n. Young, 

ad 
ennclem 

• 

The honore:n·y <legree \vas eon·ferred on Dr. Gen. \\T. IIall Pro-• 
fessor of Ph~'"iology in St Lon1s l\1edi<·al Colleg·c, l\Iissonri . 

.. \. 0. vViJlia1ns deliverrd the vnledjciory, and the address for Lhe 
Facnlt~T \vas deliYered by <loY. C. C. Carpenter. A pleasant rennion 
\Y<ls hel<l nt the Clinton House, immediately after the exercises in 
the chapel. 

The sixth regular ronrse bPgan on October 20th, 1 75, in an 
ina ngural address by Prof. F. ~J. Farns"ro1·th, after which a cradle 
.for his first ba l>y. \Vas presented hirn by the cla ·s in a hnn1orons 
spe eeh h.v ~lr. Fitzp:ernhl. Prof. Farns\vorth rceo1n1nenc1e<1 the 
cradle insti1ution to the kindly attention or thPHl all nnd escapPd 
verv heautiEnllv. The hu·t!:est nnmber oE students as vet enrolled 

t. t. " • 

sought the advantage of the school, ninety-t,vo gentlenten and nine 
ladies, a total of one hundred and one. 

The hospital coutributed 1nore this year to the instruetiou of 
the elass than in any former \vinter. and everything pas ed off 'vJth 
renulrkable success. A change had been 1nade the year preYious, 
in regard to the election of valedictorian ~ the matter had been for­
merly left to the class and 'vas no\v decided by the Faculty. A.n­
other change took place; Dr. Hazen, Ophthalmolog-ist and Otologist, 
ba ving opened an infirmary in Davenport. sought notoriety through 
th ne\vspapers in an immense cut of the building, vvhich offensive 
cut. as being derogatory to his dignity as a teacher, and clearly 
ae:etinst the Code of Ethics, he "\vas requested to remove fron1 the 
pn blic prints. Refusing this, among other reasons, caused the elec­
tion of Dr. C. :ivL llobby of Wilton in his place. The d(lpartment of 
Eye and Ear suffered nothing by the change, indeed many 'varm 
en<·oniums upon the 1novement were volunteered by the students and 
the lecturers '~ere certainlv excellent. · 

~ 

The rommencement occurred on the evening of :\larch 1st, 1 76. 
Frank .li .. Xauten delivered thP valedictory address and thc-1t for the 

• 

Faculty \VH delivered bv the Governor. S. J. Kirk,vood. at t hi'5 time 
• 

a ne\vly elected U. . Senator. His effort \vas undoubtedl~r of m uch I 
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benefit to the Uuiversit~·. th~ Legislature b~ing at the ti1ne in ses­
::non, and au uppropriation hill hanging in their hands. 

'l'he graduates \\'ere as foll O\VS: 

J. 1\.. Bro\Yn, 
L. L. Butler. , 
\Y rn. Fitzgerald. 
Zach Fuller, 
C. GraY. . , 

R. J. T:Iart, 
Vl. J. Holenan, 
\V ru. B. Ketner, 
C. W. ~lanker, 
Jeffrey lVIartin, 
... \!bert ~iors1nau, 

... \. bu er ~ [ eU l'P\\', 

J. '. Or1nislou. 
0. P. 'rhon1p~on, 

·F. \¥. Ward, 
F .. A .. Xauten, 
G. W ,J ounkiu, 
~J iss U . .t\.. J.\. tk1US011. 
~I iss S. J. Braun\\ arth, 

• 

:\Il's. i~ .. D. King·. 
~Iiss ~J cnnic l\[cCo"'cn, 
~Irs. F. E. \Villia1ns . 

( total of t\veuty-t,vo, of whonl fivr \Yere ladies. ) 
It is safe to say that no previous Excuninjng Conrnut le< did as 

fai thfnl \V or k as the one of thi ~·car co1n posed as follo,vs : 
Dr. A. B. Ireland, Ca1nnuehe, bair1nan; Dr. J. ~I. KuoiL, S1oux 

-
1ity; Dr. Jno. Emmert, 1\tlantic; Dr I. II. Phillips, ]\f ontieello; Dl'. 

tL. J. Alleman, Booue; Dr .... \.. .... \.. ~oyes, :\Iasou City; Dr. S. \V. 
fluff, "'iigouruey: Dr. ~. B. Clt<H:>e, Osag :\; l)r. ...\. P. l\leCulloeh. 
Brooklyn; Dr. W ... ..\ .. Chap1nau, ~Ial·shallLo" n, Dr. '1has. \V. Loth­
rop. Lyons. 

rrhese gentlem~\n Dl a report to the Board of Regeu Ls, gave a 
highly flattering les1In1ontal to the "ork done in the srhool, conlpli­
mentecl ver:v highly the present. graduating class, earnestly re­
quested the Board to furn1sh more ample aeeon11uodatious Cor the 
rapidly increasing classe , aud cordially gave thc1r e1ulorsemen t Lo 
the 'vork of the institution. 

11 he altunni meeting \vas lal'ge and enthnslclstie, aud Dr. Pl'e~lon 
of Davenport read a n1ost able paper on the philosophy of c:hsease 

The winter \Va Inarre<l bv but one unto\vard ciren1nstanee . ... 

Horn copathic petitions to the Legislature tlskjng for a 1· ~presenla 

tion of that sect (so called) in the school, all \VJntcr threatened 
trouble similar to that \vhieh had ltlst year been precipitated upon 
the l\Iichigan :\Iedical Departrueut. nud the affair euhniua ted in the 
passage, 1n :\Iarch, of an aet e ·tabhshn1g a IIo1ueopa thie Depart­
ment and appropriating *-!100, for the pnrpos(.l, t\YO ehc-nrs being 
conten1plated, to be simvly added to the present departlneut. 'l'he 
a ppropr1a tion for the eutire TniYcrsity \vas $-!7 ,4!)7. 

rrhe HllllOUncenlent 01' UllllHHl ci rculat• fur the :::;eveuth .. PS~lOll 
is no\v (June 3, 1 67) aln1ost ready for distribution. The roster i~ 
a follo,vs : 1·1 

George Thacher, President. 
Jno. F. D1llon, ~1. D. L. L. D, Davenport: U. ~ Circuit Court, 

Profe sor of ::\Iedical J urisprudeuce. 

0 
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G11st a YUS H1nrich::> . ..-\. 1\f., l\L 1) ., Io,vn Cit~r , Professor of Chem­
istr~9 c=~ncl Tnxieolog·y. -

\Y. F. Prrk, I\I. D .. DaVPllpnrt, Dea11. ProCessor of !:)urger~- aud 
Clinical !)urgery. 

P. J. Farns,,·orth, ~1. D., Ulinlon, Prol'e:-:;sor of ~Iateria. ~Iedira 
and Diseases of Ch1lclrcn. 

W. S. Robertson, l\L IJ. , nluscatuH~, Professor of 'I'heo1·~· and 
Pra c Lice o t l\fedicine and 'lin i c·a 1 ::\I ech~inP. 

,J. C. Shrac1er, Io,va 1 tty, Proie::;sor or Ob:-;tctries aud Diseases 
of \Votnen. 

\\l". l). :\fiddlcLou, Da\'enport., Profrssot· of Phy::nology and .Jl ic­
roseo pie ... \..nato my. 

E. F . l'lnpp, ~L D., Professor of ... \naLorny. \~cretary ot' FaL'-
ull.v. 

C. :\1. I:Iobhy, _jf. D., \Villou, Lecturer on Ophthahnology and 
Otology. 

:\lark Ranney, :\L D. <Sup t lo"·a IIo::>p. l'or Insane at .Jlt. Pleas­
ant. ) Lc)eturer on InsanitY . 

• 

er:r. 
~ 

I. P. \'tilson, D. D. S .. Burlington, LecLurer on Dental Bnrgery. 
J. B. Charlton, :\I. D., Clear Lake, Demonstrator of Ana ton1y. 
R. \V. Pryec, :\I. D., Io\va City, :-;sistant to the Chair of ~urg-

W. < 1• Pres Lon, B. Ph , Io\Ya City, Assistant in Che1nistry. 
E. H ..... haeffer, i\L D .. Curator l\Insenn1. 
Wm. Grc~n, Janitor . 

• 

The school during its short ljfe has done good \vork. It has 
graduated a total of 117 students, only t'vo of \vhom, one an ad 
Pnndem graduate, hav~ ever brought any disrr(ld1t on the rl.iplo1na; 
its influence ha~ secnred the passage of the only lct\VS that have been 
pH-:>scd in Io,va for yeat·~, having any bearing on the profession-v1z. 
a la\v l'<\g·ulating dissection and providing what subjects ma~r be 
tnken, a la\v allo\v1ng expert .fees in courts of justice, and. lasL 
vvinter, the la'v creating a srhool for feeble-minded children, nHlinly 
through the hard \vork of Professor Robertson. 

It has constantly held in Yievv the hope that before long the 
~;tandard of 1nedical education 1night be elevated by insisting on a 
preliminary exan1ination of its students, and by extending the lPngth 
or the course of study, and its teachers have al\vays believed and 
do no\v firmly believe that it is to endowed schools like this, espec­
ially in the interior of the country, that the profession must look 
for Hny material progress in the standard of education. and not to 
schools whose funds depend entirely upon the number of their grad­
uates. Xot,vi.thstanding this seeming axiom it is wonderful to re­
late that the tate ::\Iedical Society in session in Des ~Ioine6. in Feb­
ruary. 1nemorialized the Legislature to the effect that the profession 
did not desire appropriations of public moneys for profe sional edu-

• 

• 
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cation, and indirectly through the influence of the Keokuk :faction, 
aided the move of the ho1neopath1sts to .vard the establishment of 
their special claims. There is no prophesying the effect of this 
homeopathic complication upon the future of the school (the lVIich­
igan embroglio of late seeming threatening enough) , but if the cloud 
passes it is more than certain that the progress of this l\IIedical De­
partment will be constant, to,vards high standard, thoroughness and 
largely practical teaching of the science of l\Iedicine. 

The mode of teaching might be here stated: 
1st. There are five lectures (exclusive of clinics ) each day, 
each one hour long. The students are examined f·or a few minutes 
upon the previous lecture in the same branch. Advanced students 
are called upon to diagnose, at the clinics, and to prescribe for pa­
tients. All kinds of surgical operations are performed by advanced 
students, upon the cadaver, in the presence of the class, and under 
the direction of the Professor of Surgery. Private instruction is 
furnished in almost all branches. Tickets as internes are issued to 
advanced students, in regular sequence, so that all have an oppor­
tunity of visiting and dressing patients in company with the attend­
ant at the hospital. 

Practical Anatomy is thoroughly taught and material generally 
abundant. In the chemical laboratory there are courses in Analy­
sis, Urine Analysis, and Pure Toxicology, specially arranged for the 
students of the medical class. And last but not least, the advan­
tages of being in a University town and coming in contact almost 
perforce with some three or four hundred other young men and 
women engaged in literary professional studies, 1-vith all the so­
cieties for mutual improvement which usually spring up in such soil, 
is not to be forgotten. The Literary Department, the Law Depart­
ment, and the Medical Department in this manner mutually stimu­
late and encourage to endeavor and the effect is far from anything 
but beneficial. .. June 6. 1876. 

Tama County. 
An epidemic of typhoid fever occurred 1n Tama Uoun ty in the 

fall of 1868. There vvere about f1fty rases, of which six proved fatal 
in the population of 1500. .L\ large fall of rain occurred this year 
saturating the ground, flooding the low lands and filling the cellars. 

An epidemic of intermittent fever occurred in the fall of 1872, 
extending back twelve miles from the Iowa river upon the highlands, 
attacking almost every family alike 'vithout reference to location or 
acclimatization. The summer 'vas very 'vet and the autumn very 
hot. 

The effect of cultivation of the soil on diseases seems to be that 
diseases which originate from malarial poisons are probably diminish­
ed while diseases having origin in poisons which have the power of 
reproducing themselves in the system are increased as typhoid fever 
and erysipelas. 

• 
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The practicing physu•1ans of Tama County number 26 of \vhich 
9 have diplomas and 14 have no diplomas. 

Classification: Regulars, 13; Eclectics, 8; Homeopaths, 2; (1876.) 

Surgery. 
There have been three amputations made in th1s county (1876) , 

two of the leg and one of the thigh. The amputation through the 
thigh was made by J. C. Rogers, 1\ti. D., formerly of Toledo, 'fama 
County. One the amputations of the leg was made by Samuel Thomp­
son, M. D. Toledo, and Dr. Mansfield, Cedar Rapids. The other 
amputation of the leg at the junction of the middle w1th the lo,ver 
third was made by Wm. Corns 1\II. D., Tama City. All these cases 
recovered. 

Warren County. 
The Warren County Medical Association was organized in July 

1869 with seven members. Present membership 14, (1876) . lVIeetings 
quarterly. 

Among the pioneer physicians may be mentioned the name of 
Dr. M. A. Dashielle of Hartford, Iowa, State Senator to 15th and 
16th General Assembly, Dr. C. B. Lake, Indianola, Surgeon 7th Iowa 
Vol. Inf., Dr. C. W. Davis, Indianola, Surgeon 34th Iowa Vol. In£., 
Dr. J. D. McCleary, Indianola, Ass 't. Surgeon, 34th Iowa Vol. Inf. 

Intermittent and remittent fevers were quite prevalent in the 
early settlement of the county, but for several years these diseases 
have not existed to any considerable extent except along the valleys 
of the three large streams that traverse the country from \Vest 
to east. 

An epidemic of cerebro-spinal meningitis prevailed in the north­
eastern portions of the county during the winter of 1872-73. 

Puerperal fever prevailed as an epidemic in the northern portion 
of this county in the winter and spring of 1873. 

The influence of the cultivation of the soil upon disease has 
been to greatly diminish the number of cases of intermittent fever. 

The number of practicing physicians 1s 38, of whirh 26 are 
rElgulars, 14 have diplomas and 12 have no diplomas. 

Wapello County. (1876). 
Wapello County as a part of the territory of Io\va, \va~ opeued 

for settlement in 1843. For some years it remained but thinly 
populated. The prevailing diseases were intermittent and typho­
malarial fevers, acute pulmonary and intestinal affections, "\vith 
occasional epidemics of measles, scarlet fever, and erysipelas . 

.. .:\.. well organized medical society has been maintained with 
regular monthly meetings for seven years past, embracing 1n its 
membership nearly all the regular physicians of the county. 

Pioneer Physicia.ns. 
The physicians of the first decade \Vere Dr. C. C. WardenJ Dr. 

J. C. Ware now of Fairfield, Dr. Comstock ,and some others of less 

• 
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note. Dr. Warden remains a citizen of this county to the present 
time. (1876) After twelve years of extensive practice of medicine 
and surgery in which he 'vas always true to his profession and 
personal honor Dr. Warden gave up his profession and engaged in 
merchandizing. His strong common sense, extensive acquirements, 
large experience in business affairs, his public spirit, and ample 
means have placed him at the head of the men of influence in Wap­
ello County. .A.t the present time he is one of the trustees of the 
Iowa State Agricultural College. 

The leading physicians of the second decade were Dr. A. D. 
Wood whose death occurred in 1863, Dr. W. L.Orr who f.or the four 
years just past was mayor of the city of Ottumwa, Drs. S. B. 
Thrall, T. J Douglas, J. C. Hensey, J. Williamson, A. R. Weir of 
.A.gency City, and A. C. Olney of Chilicothe. 

In 1847 occurred a severe and fatal epidemic of erysipelas and 
puerperal fever. At a later period in 1871-72 occurred another 
epidemic of puerperal fever with accompanying cases of scarlet 
fever. 

• 

The population of Wapello County is 22,261. The number of 
educated practicing physicians In this county is 25. Of these, two 
are homeopaths and one is eclectic; the remainder regular; also one 
female practitioner, a graduate of Woman's Medical College at 
Philadelphia. 

The surgical operations of which mention might be made are: 
Ovariotomy in 1872 by J. Williamson. Recovery. , 
Vesico-vaginal fistula in 187 4 by J. Williamson, Successful. 
Ovariotomy in 1873 by J. C. Hensey. Death. 

In the allotment of Providence it was reserved for Ottumwa, 
the county seat of Wapello County, to be the location of what is 
known throughout the country as Paul Caster's Infirmary. It was 
started in 1858 by one Paul Caster and has remained under his 
management ever since with such hired assistants as have been 
found necessary. (He is fifty years old, corpulent, course and un­
couth in his physique, without education or knowledge of the 
world gained by travel, and with a defective articulation, rendering 
it difficult for a stranger to understand his speech but with a fair 
share of natural sense and shrewdness. ) This man publicly gave 
out that to him was communicated the divine apostolic gift of heal­
ing the sick by the " laying on of hands" and rubbing of the af­
fected parts. This claim of supernatural power has lately been 
added a claim to the so-called magnetic forces. Thus equipped, 
this infirmary which was started eight years ago without money 
or influential friends, has become the resort of invalids from all 
parts of our common country. The capacity .of the infirmary is 100 
rooms ·with accommodations for at least 150 patients. The net 
profit of rubbing for the year 1895 is reported at $16,000. The 
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receipts arising from the hotel department 
these figures. 

Washington County. 

are not included in 
J. Williamson. 

Washington County is very s1milar in its general topography 
to the State at large. 'rher e 1s a general slope from the northwest 
to the southeast corner 'v1th English River on the north and Skunk 
River on the south, \Vhile Crooked Creek-a long stream reaching 
nearly across the county, at t imes dry-is about m1dway bet\veen 
these rivers, all three having a general southeast course. Along 
these strea1ns there is found considerable bottom and swamp land, 
much of which is subject to periodical overflo,vs, which has always 
been deemed a fertile cause of sickness, especially in the autun1n 
months when malarial disease prevails some\vhat extensively. 

Pioneer Physicians. 

Dr. Samuel Mealey settled in Washington County in the year 
of 1840. He vvas a graduate of J efferson Medical College and had 
served as a surgeon in the army during the war of 1812. H e died 
1n the county in 1871 of old age. Dr. l\1ealey educated t'vo sons 
in the profession- William and Thomas. 'rhe former was distin gu­
ished for his ability but died in the prime of life at Des lVIotnes in 
1864. The latter still lives at Pleasant Plain in Jefferson County, 
engaged in an extensive practice. (1876) . 

Dr. Cleaver and Dr. Lefler also came to Washington County 
about the year 1840. The former moved to Col urn bus City in LoiDsa 
County near which place he died 12 or 15 years ince. The lattfr 
died in Washington, Tovva, in 1843. 

Dr. W. H. Rousseau and Dr. Wm. ~IcClelland came to Washing­
ton, the former in 18-:1:4, the latter the n ext year ; both are still en­
gaged in active prartice in this place. ( 187 6). 

Dr. 0. H. Prizer settled in Brighton in 1845 \Vhere he still lives 
in the full enjoyment of his faculties and the confidence of his pat­
rons. (1876 ) . 

Epidemic Disease. 

In 1853 Brighton, a to,vn of about 500 inhabitants, sitnated on 
the bluff just south of Skunk RivP-r, '\vas vis itfd by eholera. Thirty­
~ix cases ·occurred '\vith a fatality of 7~ per cent. 

In 1853 occurred an ep1dernic of puerperal frys ipelas especiall r 
at R ichntond and its v1c1nity in the north part of the county aud 
<·lose to the English River. I t is reported as having been very fatal 
and \vas apparently brought fr om Illinois by n. family who came on 
a visit. and '\vas undoubtedlv carr1ed from case to !laS(-'1 by accon<·h-

~ . 
crs. An unusual number of cases of erysipelas have occurred dHr-
iug several seasons since the settlement of this county, but never 
... ave in the above instan ce, prevailed as an epidemic. 

During thf nutu1nn and 'vinter of 1 64-186!) diphtheria 'vas 

• 
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tluite prevalent, and :1lthough for a time quite fatal, yet at no tin1e 
did it arise to the dignity of an epidemic sa ·re in so1ne 'ery li1nited 
localitles 

Endemic Disease. 

About the year 1845 1vhile the county \vas betng re:1pidly set­
t led, almost every inhabitant had some for1n of malarial cl1sease. 
'rhe endemic influence of 1nalar1al d1seases are felt e\ ery fe"' years, 
no location appearing to be entirely exempt. 

There are no IninerC'll "raters In this county 
'l'he number of practicing physicians 111 \Vashington Cou,nt~r 

(1 76) 1s 35, of 1vho1n 21 have cliplon1as auc1 14 have no diplon1a~ 
R egular s 29, of 1vhich 21 have diplomas. InregnlRrs 14. 

Surgery. 
The capital operations in surgery perfor1ned in tlns county are 

tabulated as correctly as possible, as follo\vs -(1876). 
Strangulated hernia-'! times-2 deaths 
Cancer of breast -excised- 6 times-3 deaths. 
'rrephining crannnn- 3 times- 1 death. 

I 

• 

Excision of large tumor-5 tlmes-1 death. 
Amputation of leg or foot-6 tlmes- 3 d eaths 
A1nputation of arm or hand-3 times-no deaths. 
Excision of part of hu1ne1us -2 times-no death. 
Lithotomy-one time-no death. 

D Scof1eld, 1\I D 
Addenda. 

Dr W F R odme1n 'vas born 1n Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
March 20th, 1817 I-Iis fan1ily Inovecl to Zanesville, Olno, ·wh en he 
'vas one year old. 

lie ' vas a graduate of Kenyon College, Ga1nbier, Ohio ancl 'rhc 
Cincinnati College of 11ec1icine aud Surgery, 1852. 

I-Ie practiced at Martinsburg, Ohio 1m til 1856 ' vhen he came · 
10 Washington, r o,va, \Vhcre he continued to prnct.ICP hls profrssioll 
nntil his death, ~1arch 31st, 1882 

DR. A . S. COWDEN 

Dr· IIorncr arle:v loratec1 111 Brighton 
in 1 8.~n, cl.v1ng there the sEnne year 

D1·. Willicnn 1\IcClellnnrl , 111 th e '-±Os, on 
e1ccon11t of t h e lugh pr1('e of quinine, b e­
g:a n the use of J:.'"'cnvler's solution in lna-

1aru1. l-I1s early success 'vith this r emedial 
snbsti tu te pt·ovecl a verite~ble godsend to 
the early phys1eian. Dr. McClelland 
\Vas the ideal family physician careful, 
tactful, conscientious, abreast of the times, 
his sunny and cherry disposition a bless­
ing 1n the sick room. He 1vas permitted 

I 
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to continue in actlY(l pra~t.ice untIl the 

advanc·pd a~:e of elght~'-Pig·ht YPHrs. 

Dt·. E 1
• C'hn pn1nn r )n d 1nedicJne tn the 

office of Drs. i\ItKec nnd }i""'raser 111 \Vash­
ington in lb63-5. attending l{eoknk Col­
lege of Phys1 (.'(llls and Hnrgeons 1n 1 66 7, 
practi cecl a fe'v )rears an cl graduated in 
1878. Later he entered thr SLt·vice of t.he 
• anta I~'~ railroad. Since 1893, he has 
had charge of the Santa I~e hospital b1 
Ft. l\Iad1son. I lls death occurred in 1913. 

\ 
It 

, 

·Dr. \V. II. Rons~ean "'RS born' in ICen­
tnclr,v in 1816, caine to \':\la. htngtou, Io\va, I>R. o. II. PRIZER 

in 1 84, read Inedicine under 1)1'. \\1. B. Stone, graduated rrotn Keo 

l{uk College of Pln ~1cians and Surgeons. and tnarried Electa A.t 

'vood in 1 45 Pre:1 ctlced ju Wasl.1ington nutil his death in 1893. Au 
able phys1cian, a true frieud. 

Dr. James R Burroughs "a born in Penns' h <nna in 1 33 
~ . 

F~ngaged in medical practice jn this county in 1865 and continued 

so for thirty-fnre years dying· of pnetunonia in 1900. 

Dr. Burroughs 'vas one of our best kno"'n practitioners, a nlelT), 

\vitty man. a cheerful n1an in aclve1·sity, a hater ot shcun and preten­

tion, his fr1ends \vere legion. In early life a successful athelete, in 

later hfe he devoted 1nurh attention to his fine horses lie hves 1n 

the memory of h1s friends. 

:!111. DARIU ~ CHOFIEL)) 

Dr. \\r. D. Cra,vforcl begau practice in 

I llinois in 1876, can1e to Cra,Yforclsv1lle In 

1 82 'vhe1·e he died iu 1 b 5 

D1 (Joseph D ecker ~lil(ls "e1s born in 

l\ I ::nne in 182 5. 1\.ft.er H cnn1n10ll se hool 

etlncHt ion, he recmve<.l Ins tnecht·Hl degr le 

fro1n Bo,vdoi n Colleg<\ 111 ] "'.13 l-Ie soon 

CH lll e t 0 1 0\VC\' reach 111} . .!," Cnnv r Ol'tlsvill (' 

" ·1th bnt one dollar left. I-Ie1·c he prac­

ticed uut1l he enter ed anny service. Con1-

s1ssioned a first lieutenant in the 11th 

Io·wa, (Crocker's Br1gade) "ounded at 
Shiloh, re-enlisted as surgeon, 1ollo,ving 

the v1ctor1ous Union arn1y until the close 

of the \var In 1865. Dr l\Illes 'vas elected to the lo\va legislature 

in 1868-70; he vvas 1n the Io,va senate fron1 1872 to 1876; a candi­

date for heutenant-governor in 1875. 
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If<> r~1urned t.Q ac·tivp pr<lcL1ec in 1 76. 
In 1 ~3 he moved to ~ebt·aska 'vhcre he 
die(l in l ~H4. T-Its "Iclo'v stll restdes at 
Sehnyl.)r, Neh. 1\ 1nan "rith a gruff ex­
terior and nn-.,ocia 1 (hspos ttion. bnt \vith<ll 
a nl<H1 of noble henrt, \Velllik<.>d 'vhcn wr.ll 
k11o,vn. nne \Vho still hv ~s in the nt inds of 
ln. friends. 

l)t·. (J. C. JioieP ''l'aduated froru the Col­
lege of Physicans and Snrgeons in Keokuk 
aud lo(·ated jn 1\ins,vorth in 1 7 -!, 1noving 
to \'Vashing1 on in 1 90. 

DR. J. D. )ffi,ES 
Dr. cT. H. IInll graduated from the same 

sehool and also of Bellevue, located in 
Ins,vorth in 1875, moving to \V ashington in 1892. 

Dr. E. R. Jenkins alc;o graduated fron1 Keokuk school and 
located at West ""1hester In 1 74. moving to \Vaslungton in 1 3. H e 
\Vas associated 'Yith Dr. 8cofield until the death of the latter. Dr. 
~cofield 'vas president of the Io,va State l\fedical ociety in 1 2. 

Other early practitioners of the county 'vrre Drc.;. W E. Fraser 
J. C. Robertson, W. R. Adair, H. Cushman, D S :\IcConaughey, W . 
B. Ott, T . W. Bennett, J. G. IIenderson, G. . Wallace. P. Eckles. 
J. J. Rousseau and R F. Parsons There 'vere orne others but the 
complete data IS not no'v available. 

The Washington County l\Iedical Society was organized in 
Washington in 1\Iay, 1873. ... constitution was adopted at the meet­
ing in Brighton on September 3, 1 73. In attendance at t his meet­
ing as charter 1nember~ w·ere Drs W E. Fraser, Darius cofield, 
W . H. Rousseau, J. ,J. Rousseau, S P Eckles, Wn1. l\1rClellnnd, H . 
Cushman, ,J. R . Burroughs and ~J. C Robertson. 

~Iay 26, 1875, a ealled nteeting \Vas held to discus the nclvlsa­

bility of organizing a distr1ct society. At 
this 1neeting " 'ere Drs. l\Ic le lland, :Jic­
Canclless, Prtzer, l\lile~, .., cofield, Cush­
lnan, Brice, ~Ic Wilhatns, ~Ir .B,arland, ,J. J. 
Rousseau and. Fraser. Dr Scofield 'vas 
authot·ized to issue a call to the physicians 
of the counties of Washingeon, Louisa, 
Jefferson. Johnson, Keokuk and l\1usca­
tine. Later the count1es of Lee, Henr y 
and Des 1\ioines ·were included. The South­
eastern :\Iedical Society was organized in 
W ashin~ton ~June 23, 1875. The second 
article of the constitution declared it to 
., • · c c T · · DR VELSO VAN PATTEN oe an or ganization o promote 1nvesti- · · 
gation in medicine 1n all its departments and general good fello\v-
ship between its members. '' C. A. Boice 

' 
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Woodbury, Plymouth, Cherokee, Ida, and Sac Counties. 

Prior to 1876. 

~Iedicme in Woodbury and the adjoining counties connot boast 
of an eventful history, as but a brief period has elapsed Since the 
settlement of this portion of the State began. 1'he attention of the 
citizen, including the representatives of the medical profession, has 
been so largely devoted to the \vork of developing the country, an<.l 
advancing their pecuniary interests, that science in most of Its de­
partments has been permitted to fall behind. The same 1s undoubt­
edly true of the frontier everywhere, since the field of labor m a 
ne\v country lR not calculated to attract the truly scientific physi­
cian \vho loves h1s profession and makes its upbuilding the work of 
his life. Hence pioneer physicians are usually composed of two 
classes, viz. 1st, physicians \vell qualified who have adopted frontier 
lifeforthepurpose of speculation, and \vho practice medicine inciden t­
ally. 2nd, physicians so poorly qualified that they cannot mamta1n 
themselves in the face of intelligent competition. either of these 
classes contribute to the fund of scientific kno·wledge or mainten­
ance of professional honor or dign1ty. The truth of these statements 
1s attested by the fact that in all this north,vestern region of Iowa 
there are no recorded facts bearing upon the subject of medicine 
which antedate the year 1870. The first settlement in this section 
of the State was made in 1848. Sioux City \vas fonnded in 1854 by 
Dr. John K. Cook \vho stlll resides here. (1876 ) The population 
increased steadily but rather slowly until1865, since then the growth 
of the city and country has been rapid. 

Medical Society. 
• 

The ('Sioux City Medical Society" was organ1zed in ovember 
1872 \vith eight members. At present the membership is eight, one 
having withclra'\vn and one ne\v member recently adderl. The regu­
lar meetings were held monthly for a time, but it soon became evi­
dent that the monthly meetings were too frequent, and the time of 
meeting was changed to quarterly. The change proved salutary, 
as there )s a decided improvement in attendance, more interest tak­
en in the pr oceedings of the society and better preparations on the 
part of those appointed to read papers or present reports. 

· J. M. Knott, M. D. 

Pioneer Physicians. 

Dr. John K. Cook the founder of Sioux City, settled in Wood­
bury County in 1855 and bas held various offices of civil trust in 
town and county. 

Dr . A. M. Hunk, since deceased, came to this county in 1855-or 
56, and was prominently i(1entified with the history and develop­
ment of Sionx City, more especially with n1unicipal and educational 
interests. He was a Surgeon of Volunteers during the Rebellion . 

• 
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De ~<n ille eame about the scun tirne as Dr. IIuuk He \\ c1~ 
then a young man jnst com1uencing the practice of nH~tlieine atHl 
after"·ards becan1e prolninent in his prof(l:-:,Sion, and in positions of 
t•n il trust. He was '""urQ;eon of ··volunteer~ during the Rebellion. 

D1~. J ustns 'ro,vnsencl. a very judieions 1nan in lns professtoll. 
(tlH.l of reco~nized abilit)', 11o'v an honore(1 resident of Sprinid~ield, 
Ill.. enga~ed in pra ct1ce. Dr. 'l'o,vusend '"as Stn·!.!·eon of Vol un te<"\l'~ 
during the Rebellion. 

Dr. F .. A. Wiln1ans, an able practitioner, \Va .. nuother pioneL'L" 
physician of Woodbury County. 

Dr. W1n. R. mith can1e to ~tonx City in the stunmer of 183G, 
has been supervisor of the Board of Enrollment for the 6t.h Con­
gressional District, receiver of U. S. Land Office for the last ten 
years, school director of the Independent School Di trict of Sioux 
Citv. Surgeon of Volunteers durino- the Rebellion, and has been • 0 

i\fayor of ioux City, etc. 
Wm. R. Smith, l\I. D. 

\T ery little endemie influence hns been ob~erved in these coun-
ties. 

1erebro-spinal meningiti~ appeel rPd as an epide1uie in this local­
jtr in a very fatal form in 1 he fn 11 of 1 ~62. <tlH.l "' (ls 1nore or les~ 
prevalent for a year or more 

An epiden1ic of diphthPria oeetttTed in \Vooc..lhnr,v Connty 111 

October 1873 ancl t·ontinned nntil i\Iareh 1 74. Th<' nnn1ber of cases 
has heen e timated at four hundred. Ther \ \Vt~re ahont thirtY deaths. 

< 

At the time it "'US 1n progress and durin~· ( hP prcrechng summer. 
very extElnsive excavat1ons of earth 'verP. beinu 1nade 111 eutt1ng and 
grading streets, and it ha~ been ·ngge~t<'d th<lt this tnay have stood 
in a causative relation. ThP nntjorit) of easc..)s \Vere n1ild 1n char­
acter and so far as \Ve ean learn, the) fn t <ll rases \vere due to invasion 
of the trachea bv exudation. There nun'" have be(ln a fe,v however ' . 
'vho died from exhaustion due to the inYas1on of the poison. 

Capillary bronchitis \vas epidemir OYP.r a large range of country 
1n the north,vest during February, :\larch and April 1 7-:l: ~ duration 
six to t'velve days. Several case~ 'vere fatal. 

Nothing 'vhatever has been done by local authorities to supp.~. .. ,· 
any lack of proper leu:islat1on on the part of the itate with refer­
Pnce to the regulation of the practice of medicine. 

The present population of Woodbury County is 9000. The num­
ber of physicians in 17 males, of vvhieh 13 have d.iplonuts and 4 have 
no diplomas. 

Classification. (Graduates) 

Regulars . : ......................................... 11 
Homeopaths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Eclectics . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

• , 



11 n s1fi cation. _ Ton -Jraduates.) 

l~~gtll<ll', , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Ho1neopatl1 ......................................... 1 
~ oude. cr1pt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Plymouth County has a population of 4000. ~un1ber of 
practieino- physicians 6. Regnlnrs, all O'radnates 3. 

Hon1eopaths, (not a graduate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l 
Eclectic, (not a graduate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Nonde ... cript (not a graclunt;\) ...................... 1 

With refereneP to the <·onnties of Cherokee, ILln, and ~ 1 HC, "'P 

cannot n1ake a sati:sfactory report iu an? par ticular. '!'her e are. 
however, t\vo regular physicians (g-raduat 'l.) in the ttnvn of 1hero­
kee. and t'vo irreg:ular, one of \Vhoru is horneopathic. _\ ~ far a<.; cnn 
he ascertained there are uo other regular ph~·c;,1ric-n1~ 111 tlu.) count1Ps 
named, and only thr<)) ot· f:onr irregulars. 

J. lVI. Knott, l\I. D 

The followinn: stntisti<•s have lH·Pn <·ollPrtwl frollt thP 2:J eonn­
ti€1'-; frn1n ·whic·h l'('lports h~V(l h •en l'f.lCPiVt)d. 

Population .................................... 44 !>-!~ 

_ tn nber· of practicing physieians ................ . 
:i\ Ic-l les . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......................... . 
"B,emales ........... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

({ 1' ad 11 <1 t e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. -on-graduate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
Regul<tr~ . . . . . . . . ............................ . 
Eclect1cs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . ...... . 
flomeopaths ................................... . 
E lectricHuls .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . ... . 
T horn psonHln~ ....................... .. ........ . 
~ 

1 pil'i t.11a lists . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 
Octlli51 ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ......... ......... . 
)Jnu df'sc·r ipt ................ . .................. . 

• 

Surgical Oper ations. 

.)9~ 

:>Hl 
17 

;~67 

281 
42 

72 

84 

A1nputation of Thigh ................... 3 l\Iortality 7 
• 

Amputation of Leg· ..................... :~ 
An1pntation of .\.rrn .................... 1-1: 
Amputation of For<l<U'In ................ 10 
Am putation of Bhonlcler ,J o1nt . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Ovariototny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

• 

H erniototny-inguinn 1 .................... 1:3 
H er niot omY-femoral .................... 7 • 

L1thoto1n)r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Fihroi<l Tun1or in ·lndin p: ·uter us . . . . . . . 1 

• 

:\Iortahty 
~Iortaht:r 2 • 

1\I or tality 0 
lVIortahty 0 
l\I or tality 3 
~Iortalitv 5 • 

::\Ior talitv 1 • 

1\rl 'Or tahtv 1 
• 

1I or tality 1 



• 
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Iowa Hospital for the Insane at Independence, Iowa. 

The Io,va Hospital for Insane at Independence "\vas begun 1n 
1869. The first commissioners of construction were Hon iVI. L. 
J:t,isher, Hon. E .G. Morgan, and Albert Clark. The latter died in 
the following year and Hon. G W. Bemis was appointed. He with 
the two first have had entire charge of the construction; the work 
being under the immediate control of Geo. Josselyn, architect and 
superintendent of construction. The main building and one wing 
are completed, and at the last session of the Legislature an appro­
priation wss made for commencing the other w1ng. 

In Sept. 1872, Dr. A. Reynold 'vas appointed Superintendent. 
In May 1873 the first patient was received. The present number is 
"'vo hundred and seventy (270). (1876. ) 

The fjrst Board of Trustees 'vas as follows: Ron. l\I L. Fisher, 
Ron. Geo. W, Bemis, Hon. E. G. l\!Iorgan, Rev. W. S. Boggs, Dr. 0 
C. Parker, Hon. T. W Fawcett. and lVIrs. P. A. Appleman. The 
present Trustee£ are Ron. M. I.~. Fisher, Hon. E. G. Morgan, Dr. John 
G. House, Dr. C. C. Parker, and Mrs. P. A. Appleman. Dr Parker'~ 
office expires 1n July and Dr S. E. Robinson has been appointed 
to the place. 

A. Reynold, l\L D (1876.) 

Mercy Hospital, Davenport, Iowa. 

Mercy Hospital is located just outside of the north·western 
boundary of the city of Davenport. and sorne t"\vo 1niles distant from 
~he central porti-on of the city It was organized Dec. 7th. 1869. 
The buildings are admirably located on a somewhat elevated piece 
of ground and command a fine view of the surrounding country 
The grounds about the buildings. 'vhich are beautifully laid out ancl 
ornamented with a variety of trees and shrubs, are of pleasing as­
pect to those patients necessarily indoors, and are well adapted to 
the needs and wants of those able to 'valk and ramble about. There 
are forty acres of fine rolling land connected 'vith and belonging 
to the hospital. At present there are two buildings completed. A 
large brick building four stories high and devoted to the care and 
treatment of the general sick. This building contains about fift:v 
heds. In it are the followjng wards: surgical, medical, lying-in and 
eye and ear. A little to the west and north of this building is n 
large frame building three stories in height. It is about three rods 
distant from the first named buildin~ and occupied by the insane. 
It will accommodate from forty t-o fifty insane patients. There is 
in progress of erection (some little distance north of main building) 
a hospital for the treatment of contagious diseases. It is to be two 
stories in height and is being built by the city and county. There 
have been treated in Mercy Hospital since its opening, six hundred 
and sixteen ( 616) patients; of insane one hundred and eight (108). 
Some sixty operations have been performed, among them operationR 
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for ovarioton1y, hthotomy, vesico-vag1nal fistula, amputations, re­
sections, car cinoma, cataract, etc. The aYerage number of patients 
is about sixty. 

Patients may be treated in the gener al 'vards for six dollars per 
'veek, medicines, physicians' and surgeons' bill mcluded, unless a 
large number of extras are called for . A private room may be had 
for ten dollars per week. 

The medical and SlSlrgical managen1ent of the hospital is entrust­
eel to a l\fedical Boar(l ·which nf. the elate of org:ln1zat1on \vas con­
stituted as fDllows: 

Consult ing Surgeons. 

S. C. Plummer. Rock Island. 
C. Truesdale. Rock Island. 

Attending Surgeons. 

W F. Peck, Davenport. 
,Jas. l\IcC'artne~v. Davenport. 
Gust Hoeffmer , Davenp-ort. 

Consulting Physicians. 

P Greo·g, Rock Island. 
A ~ 1\fax,vell, Davenport. 
,J. .J. Tomson, Davenport. 

, Attending Physicians. 

W. A Hosford. Davenport 
D C. Ronnrly, Davenport. 
W. D. ~Iidd.leton, Davrnport. 

The present Board is composed of the following . 

Consulting Surgeons. 

S. C. Plummer, Rock I sland. 
C. Truesdale, Rock Island 

Attending Surgeons. 

W. F. Peck, Davenport. 
R. J. Farquharson, Davenport. 
W. W. Grant, Davenport. 

Consulting Physicians. 

J J. Tomson, Davenport . 
A. S. l\1axwell, Davenport. 

Attending Physicians. 

W D Middleton, Davenport. 
A. W. Cantwell, Davenport. 
J. W . H . Baker, Davenport. 

These three adjuncts one to each term of service-they are as 
follows:-

Dr . . J. F. Baker, 1st. Div. 
Dr. B. F. Carmechael, 2nd Div. , 
Dr. P. M. Braceliu, 3rd Div. 

The departments of Ophthalmology and Otology are under the 
care of Dr. C. H. Preston, Davenport. House physician is Dr Geo. 
W. Wilson. · 

On the first of March and the first o£ September o£ each year, 
a competitive examination of any medical students who may apply, 
is held for the position of House Physician. 

The meetings o£ the Board are held on the last Thursday of 
Pach month, Dr. R. J. Farquharson, President, Dr. W. W . Grant, 
Secr etary. 

The general care and management of the institution is in thP 
hands of the Sisters of Mer cy. W. D. Middleton, M. D . 

• 
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The Iowa Hospital for the Insane at Mount Pleasant, Iowa. 

This Institution had its origin in an act of the 5th General As­
sembly m the ·winter of 1 '55. In his message to the ... i.ssembly, Gov­
ernor James W. Grimes urged the need of an Institution of the k1nd 
for the insane of the state, of \vhom it had been ascertained there 
'"ere then about one hundred, one half of \vhom 1t \Vas sa1d were 
lodged in jails, suffering much for \vant of proper care and judici­
ous treatment, \vhile the ren1ainder \vere ''at large a terror to their 
friends and neighbors and by exposure to exciting causes render­
ing their disease hopelessly incurable". The same \vinter. ·while the 
General A~sembly \Vas in session, Dr. D. L. l\IcGugin VlSited the 
caoital, ana in a publication ably advocated the foundation of a 
Ho pi tal as recom1nended by the Governor. Dr. C. S. Clark, Dr. J. 
D. Elbert, Dr. Philip Ilarvey, and others warmly contributed their 
influence for the same purpose. It thus appears that to the medical 
profession IS due a large share of the honor of the foundation of 
one of the most important of the benevolent institutions of the 
State, an institution that r eflects in a high degree the philanthrophy 
of any people in any age. 'rhe Legislature thus appears to have 
appropriated $50,000 for 1 his pupose, "hich became the nucleus of 
a hospital that is quite complete in most of its arrangements. and 
\vhich has cost including some expensive alterations and inlproYe­
ments suggested by progress in tlus specialty in 1nedical science, in 
round numbers $500,000. The building is conc:;tructed of fossilifer­
ous llmestone, ashlar lined \Vith brick, " ·ith an air space in the '\valL. 
to regulate the temperature and rnoisture. It cons1sts of an admin­
istrative building, t\\ o, three and four stories, about s1xty feet \vide 
by t'\VO hundred and fifty feet deep. containing offices and officers' 
rooms, rooms for en1ployes, an assembly room, or chapel, culinary 
arrangements, bakery, \vashing and ironing facilities, steam gener­
ating and motiYe po·wer for all purposes, su ch as 1varming, cooking. 
\Yater-supply, ventilation, etc. From each side of the adnunistra­
tive or central building extend a'vnings in four section~, each three 
c;.,tories high, for the accommodation of patients. These four sections 
afford t.wel ve wards and for each sex, and are capable of acconlmo­
rlating about thr ee hundred and fifty patients, but by reason of the 
rapid increase of the population of the State. the hosp1tal has been 
crowded \Vith many more. The buildjng presents a front of five 
hundred and t\velve .feet, and from the extreme ends is a return 
\ving about one hundred and thirty feet in extent. The hospital is 
Jighted with gas, warmed throughout with steam, ventilated by 
means of a fan and a chimney one hundred and thirty-four feet 
high-the method of propulsion and exhaustion-and is supplied 
'vith \vater from a large reservoir. It has also excellent facilitiec:; 
for bathing, and the system of sewerage is well calculated to re1noYe 
P.vervthin!5 unfavorable to the maintenance of good henlth in the 
h ouseholrl. 

• 
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Conneeted "·1 th the hosp jtal is a farn1 of about three hundred 
<:nd fift~' neres. afforcliug ample c.xerei$e grounds, shady "\Yalks. nnd 
drives, opportunities for landseap \ gard enin g 1110 t of the 1nilk and 
vegetable· reqnir t1 tor U<:;e. antl nbnndaut facihtH,S for healthy 
labor of patients. 

The hospitnl is nnder the control of a Board ol' Trustees, five 
in lllllnber, who are elec~ted for fonr years. 'rhr. Board hold fonl· 
quarterly meetieo·s and visit t he hospital and t horonO'hly inspect 
it monthly by com1nittees. They elect a superintendent and upon 
the nomination of the superintendent, assistant phvsicians. ste·ward. 
Clnd matron. 

Patients can only be admitted to the hospital under the ·warrant 
of a body called "Commissioners of Insanity" in en ch county, con­
sisting of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, ex-officio , and a respect­
able practitioner of medicine and a 1:1"\vyer. uch r egulations en­
<:;ure a proper inquiry into, and examination of any rase of insanit~r 

brought to their notice and effectually precludes the oft r eportetl 
reproach, however unfounded, that patients are admitted and de­
: ained in these institutions upon insufficient grounds or through 
impropPr motives. 

The ho~pitnl \va" opened in l\Iareh 1 61, nnd at t he Pxpiration 
of fifteen years it had re<'eiYed thirty-one hundred and t'vent~r pa­
tients .. A large proportion of tho<-\r \vho have b \ )n Sl1 llt to the hos­
pital have been cases of chronic inenrable aisorclcr, indndin g epi­
lepsy and other organic diseases of 1ht) brain. and. chiefl? incurable 
because the~r hnd been allo,ved to heco1ne chroni) before they \vere 
placed under hospital treatment and rnanagement \\·hich ha s abun­
dantly sho,vn in the experience of n half centur. r throughout the 
civilized '\\rorld. to afford the best prospects or r ecovery from this 
great affhction. th1s "sconrge of the rar.e" as it has been called. 
Of all admitted, nbont 1·hirty per cent ha ve recoverrd while of those 
\vhose disorder had not e"X:isted more than a vear before thev we1·P • • 

sent to the hospital. np,vards of seventy per cent have recovered and 
a still more favorable sho\ving could be made hy including only 
those who had been insane a few weeks. or not exceeding two or 
three months. If it rould be made more 'videly known and r emem­
bered that disorder of the brain. giving rise to insanity, rapidlv 
t ends to pass into an incurable stage or condition, and that in its 
early stage it is under favorable circumstances an eminently curable 
disorder. and if more prompt resort he had to the undoubted advan­
tages of hospital treatment it is probable the proportion of insane 
persons in the state \Vould diminish instead of increase, as there is 
some reason to believe is now the case. 

The first superintendent was R. ,J Patterson, M. D , who was 
~ssisted by D. C. Dewey, :Th1:. D ., and in 1865 by H . 1\1. Bassett, M. D 
c1s second assistant. In 1865 Dr. Patterson was succeeded bv l\1ark 

"' 
aamsey, M. D., and at the same time Dr. Dewey resigned. The fol-

• 

• 

• 
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io,v1ng year Geo. W. Dudley, 1\L D., 'vas added to the medical staff. 
In 1371 failing health compelled Dr. Dudley to relinquish h1s dutiEls, 
and h1s office was filled by 0 \V. Archibeld. :\I. D. In 187:3 Dr. 
I(ulp \vas succeeded by ::\1 .Abb1e Clea\'tlS, 1\L D. In 1874: ~Iichael 
Riordan, i\ti. D. 'vas t~lected third assistant ph) stcian. In 1 76 Dr. 
Cleaves resigned and 'vas succeeded by Jennie l\fcCo,va n. :Jf. D. The 
present medical officers are l\Iark Ranney, lVL D .. (Vermont 1\Iedi­
!lal Colle~e 1849) lVIedical ..,uperintendent. H l\L Bassett, l\L D. 

W Elst Res. Coll. 1863) 1st .Assistant Physician, :i.\Iichael Riordan, ::\1. 
D rr S. U. 187 4) 2nd 1\.ssistant Physician: ~Jennie l\1cCo,van, i\L D. 
(I. .. U. 1876) 3rd 1\.ssistant Physician. 

The medical profession has been most ably and efficiently rep­
rElsented in the Board of 'rrustees by D. L. :.\1cGugin, l\L D., J. D. 
Elbert, M. D., J. 1\1 Shaffer, iVL D., A. 1\'I. 1\IcClure, l\I. D, and E. S 
Clark, l\f D., the latter being one of the most original commissioners 
for locating, procuring plans, and superintending the erection of the 
hospital, the ._ ..,d of Its k1nd 'vest of the l\Iississippi River. 

Tn"' Iowa State Medical Society. 

The early history of the Io,va State lVIedical Society· is difficult 
to obtain as the first volun1e of transactions \Vas uot published nutil 
1 71. and contained onl~T the proceeding~ of the n1cctings of 1 67 to 
1 71 inclusive. The tran5actious tron1 1 50 to 1 q6/ "\Vcre apparentlv 
lost, but the roster of the officers fron1 the organization in 1 !)0 \vas 
preserved. We are able to fill in <;Oluc data frotn obituary notices of 
the deceased men1bPr~ found in v·ol. 1 and \~ ol. ± of the print(ld 
trau::;actions and fron1 thr, Oration on .J..Icdicine delivered by Dr. 
Geo. F. Jenkins, printed in Y ol 14 of the lo,va ~Iedicn 1 ,J ourual. 

It appears that Dr John 11' Sanford representing the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons located in Davenport and after\vards 111 

Keokuk, attended the 1neetin~· of the .American Tv1edical ... soCiatiou 
in Boston, May 1, 1 <3-±9 Dr an ford 'vas so impressed by the apprnl 
to organize State l\1edical Societies that on returning hon1e he 'vrotc 
many letters to phy Icians urging then1 to meet in Burlington .Tunc 
19th. 1850. Dr. Jenkins says· '·Dr. Sanford fearing that letters 
alone would not be sufficient to creat) an interest In the undertak­
ing, took the stage and 'vent to Keosauqua, Fairfield, l\fotmt Pleas­
ant, Washington, and Davenport. Fro1n there he took th(l steanH?r 
for lV!uscatine, Burlington, Fort lVIadison, and Keokuk. Tie sprnt a 
day in each town calling upon the physicians and urging them to at). 
tend this meeting called for the purpose of organizing a State l\Ied5L 
cal Society. On June 19th, 1850 twenty-five physicians gathered at 
the court room in Burlington, Dr. J. F. Sanford actlng as temporar'' 
chairman and Dr E. D. Ransom, Burlington, as temporary secrctarv . 
.. Prof. Sanford delivered an able and eloquent address on the ob­
jects contemplated by the convention and 'vhich should engage Its 
attention during the present session.'' 
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A committee \vas appointed to prepare and present a constitu­
tion. The Committee consisted of Drs ,J. F. Henry, and E. Lo,vc. of 
DeC5 :\ioines County, Dr :\IcGugin of l{l okuk, Dr. Elbert of \Tan 
Buren, and Dr. Witherax of Davenport. 

The follo\ving officers 'vere electcc 1 : 
Dr. E. Lo,ve. Burlington, President. 
Dr. Elbert, \7" anBuren, 1st \Ticc President. 
Dr. l\1cGugin, Keoknl ... , 2nd \Tice President. 
Dr. ~Iathe,vs, Burlington Recording Secretary. 
Dr Sanford, Keokuk, Corresponding Secretary. 
Dr. G. R Henry, Burlington, Treasnrer. 
Dr. J. F Dillon, Librarian. 
Drs. J. F. Henry, 1\fcGugin, Elbert. Hull, Brookbank, E. D Ran­

som. and Flint Censors. 
' 

In addition to the election of officers apd the appointment of 
committees; by permlS&H·n of Dr. G. F. J enlnns \Ve present the fol­
lo·wing report of the meeting takPn fro1n the Burlington Tr1-Weekly 
Telegraph. - ''The convention IS Clminently respectable in appearance, and any-
one \vould ee at a glance that it embraces amonO' 1ts members all 
the learning kno,vn to the profession, and the numerous and able 
speeches made b~r varioucs members during the debates of yesterday 
evinced a high degree of talent. Indeed, taken as a ·whole, it is per­
haps the most respectable convention \vhich has ever assembled 1n 
our state. There are many gray beards among thern, 'vho \vhile ad­
ding dignity and weight of character to the convention, also give 
tone and direction to the proceedings. Among these may be men­
tioned as particularly active upon the floor, Dr 1\IcGugin, an old 
practitioner and forn1erly a politician of some prominence in Ohio, 
but more recently a surgeon In the army and at present a resident of 
Keokuk, and Dr. J. F. Henry of our O\vn city, each of vvhom being 
naturally good talkers entertained the convention during the discus­
sions of the dav with several handsome efforts. Othflrs who took 

" 
part in the debates sustained themselves very rredita bly-and if they 
could be kept together a month or so "ther e 1s no telling vvhich of 
them would not come out an accomplished speaker Several lflgal 
gentlemen dropped in during the day to hear the debates, but they 
generally went away w1th the impression that their craft was in dan­
ger, and that the gift of gab was breaking loose among the profess­
ions gener ally.'' 

Dr. Lowe, on being conducted to the chair, made a brief and ap­
propriate address in which he returned thanks to the association for 
the honor which they conferred upon him. This is a compliment of 
no ordinary character, and it has been bestowed. upon one who 
stands deservedly high, not only in his profession, but in the confi­
dence and esteem of all who kno\v him. 

• 

• 

• 
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The convention, pr evious to adjournment yec;;terday evening, 
appointed a comrr1ittee, composed of Drs. J. F. Henry, Ford and Hud­
son to report a code of medical eth1cs -wh1ch \vill be made to the con­
vention this n1orning. 

P. S. Since the above 'vas In type, the convention held an even­
ing session~ received and adopted the report of the committee on 
medical ethics and at a late hour adjourned sine die. 

Charter Members of the Iowa State Medical Society. 
Organized J unc 19. 1850. 

The follo,ving is a correct list of names and addresses of the 
organizers of the Io·wa ,tate l\Iedical ociety: 

Drs. E. Lo·we, G. R .. Henry, Phillip IIarvey, E. D. Ransom, ,J. II. 
Rauch, J. vV. Brookbank, H. l\I. lYiathe\vs, Burlington; John F. 'ian­
ford, ,J. C. Hughes. D. L. iVIcGngin, E. R. Ford, ,Josiah Haines. Keo­
kuk; N. teele. J. Robinson, J. F. lVIoberry, Fairfield; John F. Dil­
Ion, Farmington; J. D. Elbert, J. E. Evans, James Fhnt, Keosauoua; 
J. J. Ellison, Wapello; E. G. Fountain, Davenport; J H. Hers~y. 
George Reeder, lliuscatine; l\T. ,.J. l\iorsen1an, Io\va C1ty; W. H. Ros­
seau, Washington. 

even of these organizers \vere after\vards elected president 
and one of then1 occupied the chair t\vice. Dr. ,John F. anford did 
more to promote the organization of the society than any one else, 
called the n1eeting to order, made an able address, acted as chair­
man during the organization and should have been cons1dered the 
first president. He \Vas a graduate of thp Cnivers1ty of Pennsyl­
vania and was for many years one of the most prom1nent surgeons 
in the state. He was the prin1e mover in this organization of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk and was professor 
of surgery in that institution for four year<:S. lie died 1n 187 ..J: 

Dr. J C. Hughes \vas a graduate of the University of lVIarylan<.l. 
He \vas professor of anato1ny in the College of Ph~rsicians and ur­
geons for three years, \vas promoted to the chair of surgery in J 5:3 
and continued to ably fill this chair and was also dean of this insti­
tution for t'venty-eight years, till his death in 1881. Dr. Hughes 
was one of the most able and Impressive teachers of surgery in the 
W esi. His students ahvays loved him. He never forgot their names 
or faces and could always recall them readily many years after­
ward. 

He \vas an excellent surgeon and had the greatest reputatiobl 
and lar gest pr actice of any surgeon In Iowa. He was surgeon-gen .. 
eral of I ovva during the Civ1l War, and as such he had much to do 
\vith providing sur geons and assistant surgeons.. He conducted th~ 
n1edical department of the lo\\ a ,. tate University then. located at 
Keokuk, largely for the purpose of educating surgeons for the army, 
and each year a large number of the graduates were comn1ission d 

' 
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as surgeons and a. istant surgeons and \Vent to the front. This 1s 
the chief reason why the Keokuk lVIedical College had more gradu­
ates In the medical service, in the Civil War, than any other college 
in the West. He \Va5 a great advocate of medical organization and 
was a charter men1ber of the Keokuk l\1edical oc1ety, also of the 
Io\va State 1\tiedical .. ociety, of \vhich he 'vas twice president. 

Dr. D. L. l\1cGuain ·was a graduate of the University of 1\Iary­
land. He \Vas a urgeon in both the 1\:Iexican and Civil wars. lie 
was an eminent c:;cientist, a scholarly physician and a splend1d teach­
er and held the chair of principles and practice of medicine and \vas 
president of the medical department of the Iowa tate University 
for many years. He \\ras elected president of th1 society at its 
second annual meeting. He died at h1s home in Keokuk in 1865. 
Dr. John F. Henry located in Burlington in 1 45. He \vas a grad­
uate of the University of Pennsylvania and taught obstetric· and 
diseases of \Vomen in the Ohio l\fedical College before com1ng to 
Iowa. He was president of his society in 1 61. H1s death occurred 
in Burlington in 1873. 

Dr. Enos Lo\\'e of Burlington ''as the first president of this 
society. He was an able and d1st1ngu1shed phys1cian. He removed 
to Omaha in 1854:, but was surgeon of the fifth Iowa during the 
Civil war. He died in 1880. 

Dr. John H. Rauch of Burlington was president o.f this society 
in 1858 and \vas a leading physician in Iowa for nine years. I-Ic 
afterwards achieved a great reputation as secretary of the lll1nois 
State Board of Health. In h1s day, his opinion on health la\vs and 
re~ulation of l\1edical Colleges \vas 1nore quoted than thc1t of an~T 
other sanitarian in th1s country 

• 

Dr. Phillip HarYey of Burlington was president of this society 
in 1868. He \vas professor of principles and practice of medicine in 
the Keokuk Medical College during the Civil war. I (Dr. G. F. 
Jenkins ) heard him deliver the president's address in 1869, on the 
climatology of lo\va. In it he states that malarial fevers are caused 
by a miasm produced by the decomposition of vegetable matter, and 
he further states that the exciting rause of yellow fever is the com­
bined miasms of decomposing animal and vegetable matter 

Dr. John D. Elbert of Keosauqua was the third president of the 
Iowa State Medical Societv. He received his medical education in 

• 

Cincinnati, under Dr Daniel Drake, and held an honorary degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania . . He was quite a celebrated 
surgeon and had an extensive practice in Southern Io''' a and orth­
ern 1\llissouri He di(ld in Keosauqua in 1865. 

Dr. George Reeder of Muscatine \Vas pres1dent of this society 
in 1 54 and for many years was one of the n1ost distinguished phy­
sician~ and surgeons in that part of the tate. His death occurred 
in 1 '64. 

• 
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Dr. J. F Dillon graduated fron1 the College of Physician::; and 
Surgeons at Davenport, Io\\·a, in 1850 and became a men1ber of the 
society at its first 1neeting tn Burlington, June J 9, 1850. He also 
had the honor of WTiting the first nrticle in the first nurnber of the 
first medical journal published in Io,va. The journal was pnblishc<.1 
at Keokuk and 'vas called · The Western l\Iedico-Ohirn e:ical .Tour­
ual." Date September 1, 1850. The first article is entitled '' Rheu­
matic Carditis.'· A.utopstcal Exatnination,'' by John Forrest Dillon, 
~I. D., Farmington Io,va. It is a very interesting article and fore­
shado,v-s the future success of the author. 

The follo,ving autobiographical sketch of Dr. John Forrest 
Dillon. nfter,vard the distinguished Judge Dillon, is taken from a 
letter to D1·. Geo. F. J en1nns and published in the Iowa l\Iedical 
Journal Feb. 1908. 

"I was born in the state of X e\v York on December 25, 1 31. 
:My father moved with lus family, of \vhich I \vas the eldest, to Dav­
enport, Io,va , in July 1838, I being then a little less than seven years 
of age. I lived in Davenport from that until 1879, when I came to 
~e\v York to accept a professorship of la'v in Columbia University, 
and the posit1on of general counsel of the 1Tnion Pacific Railroad 
Company. 

I commenced thr c;;tndy of 1nedic1ne ""hen about seventeen years 
of age in the office of Dr E. S Barrows, at Davenport, Jo,va. Dr. 
Barrows was a prominent ph,vsician and successful surgeon, having 
been a surgeon in the TJnited States ~\.rmy in the Seminole Indian 
\Var. He had wonderful skill in diagnosis and was a bold and suc­
cessful practitioner. He 1nade very little use in his ordinary prac­
tice of any other re1nedies but calomel, blue mass, Dover's powder 
and compound cathartic pills. 

A year or so after I entered the office of Dr. Barro·ws as a stud­
ent, was formed the Rock Island Medical School, the prototype or 
original, as I understand it, of the present College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Keokuk, Iowa, of which you are the president. 

I attended one conrse of lectures at Rock Island. The next year 
the college was removed to Davenport, Iowa, where I attended a 
second course and \vas regularly graduated in the spring of 1850 
an 1\tL D. · 

The professors as a body were able men, some of them men of 
great learning and even genius. Abler teachers than Professor 
Richards, who taught practice, Professor Sanford who taught sur­
gery and Professor Armor who taught physiology, 1t would have 
been difficult to find in the chairs of any contemporary medical in­
stitution. 

I happened to atter+d the first meeting of the Iowa Medical 
Society in 1850, at Burlington, in this way. Having been graduated 
I desired to seek a place in which to practice my profession and I 
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consulted Professor 1 anford, havhu2.· au ad111iratiou aHtl affrction fo r 
hi1u. He said. '' I haYe lived nHlll.V y )ars 111 Far1uiugtou. Van Burcu 
county. a small place on the De :\Iuiues rtY ~r, but n1y duties In con­
nection \Vith the medical college nre such that I have resolved to 
r hange n1y residence and follo\v the eollege to Keokuk.' Dr. San­
ford had obtained gr eat celebrity as a surgeon and indeed had oui­
gro,vn the little to\vn of }'artnington. I-I~ ~n~gested to 1ne that lus 
leaving Farmington \vould creat c a vacancy wlueh \vould. per hap") 
make tliat to,vn a desirable place for n1) in 'vhieh to locat "l. \Vhen 
I reflect that I \Vas really under t'veuty years of age, ·withuu t exper­
ience, the idea that I could go to li ar1nington and oceupy in any 
degree the place \vhich l)r. anford left seen1s no\v to Inc abno t 
amusing. I resolved, ho,vever, to take his advice and so arranged 
Iny JOUrney fron1 Davenport to Far1nington as to enable 1ne to attend 
the first n1eeting of the Io,va State l\fcdical 1 0ciety 1n Burlington iu 
June. 1 50 . 

• \..fter the lapse of fifty and seven years I distinctly recall that 
111eeting and I r egarded it then, as I have regarded it ever s1nce. as 
an ass0mblage of men of rcnutrkabJ e learning and ability. rnong 
those present 'verc anford, Hughes, l\IcGn!l'in, I-Icnr)T E lb ert, Foun­
tain, Haines. Lo,vc: Ranson1 , Rau<·h, all <.hstingnishecl uan1es. 

1\Iy exchequer \\Tas far frorn plPthorit· H11<l I ".<lS o hligcd to pra ·­
tice ·trict econon1y. I rented for an offi<·e a ~n1<1ll brick buildin g 
on the crumbling bank of the Des l\ioinCls riYcr, one sto1·y· high. about 
t'veuty feet square. in a dilapidated condition, at a cost of $-!: per 
month. I engaged board and lodging at a boarding h ou e kept by 
l\Irs. Cur,vin , \vhere I made my hon1e during- the three or four 
months I r en1ained in Farmington, nt a eost of $3.50 p~r \Veek . 
... \moug the boarders 'vas a young· la,vycr by the na1ne of fio,ve, \vho 
had r esided in Farn1ington some little tin1e. \Ve becrune ·well ac­
quainted and spent n early every evening \valk1ug up and do\vn the 
banks of the Des :\Io1nes river, speenlatlng upon \vhat the fufurc 
ha<l in r eserve fo r u s. H e \vas almost as destitute of clicuts as 1 'vas 
of pa tients. 

Ther e \Ver e at least t\\TO old established physicians in tlus place, 
Dr. Barton and Dr. Lane. HO\\' could a young nHUl under t'venty 
years of age expect to find en1ploy1nent under these cir cn1nstancCls 
unless both of these physicians ·were engaged or out of t he plaee? 
I 'vill mention one rase \:vith a little particularity sin ce it ''as 
epochal, having had the effect of changing the 'vhole curr ent and 
career of my life. On the h1lls near Farmington, about two mil~s 
distant, there was a large brick yard. On a hot August day the men 
worked hard, and their skin being relaxed and their appetites vig­
orous, they ate a hearty supper \Vhen a cool and grateful bre~ze 
sprang up and swept the valley. These \Vorkmen sat out in it, be­
come chilled and two or three hours afterwards were seized w1th 
violent attacks of cholera morbus. They sent post haste to to.wn for 
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a 1)h \'Sicntu both Dr. Barton and Dr La n<.) \vern a bsPnt <1 nd there . ' 
\v.as nothing to do but to call ou lllP. I hatlllo horst> or bug~y of Ul~' 
O\Vll and if I had I 'vould hcn·e fonnd it diffienlt to haYC driveu 
oYer the rough roads and as for n1any ycnrs I had b(\cu troubled 'v1th 
iugninal hernia, I eould not ride on horse bark. The last tn11e I at­
tetnpted to do so nea l'ly <!Ost HlP 1ny life. 'l'here "'as no altcruatlVl' 
but to "'alk to the brtek )rnrd, 'vhere I found the n1en 1n great suf­
fering, reqn1ring hbcral closes of laudanun1 and ti1nulants nud u1y 

personal attention for several hours. \Vear~r and exhausted I songht 
nn~ "·a) horne on foot and I scn\T the suu r1s1n~· over the Eastern ' . 
hill JUst as I 'vas reaching 1ny lodgings. i\Iaybe It \Vas the sun of 
... \usterlitz bnt I didn't so regard it at that t1n1e. 'r,vo or three years ..... 

ngo 'vhen Dr. I_.~orcu% of Vienna ''"as 111 this couut1·y he took lnuch 
\\'ith n1yself and seventl gcntlein<!ll, one of 'vhon1 mentioned I had 
fornterl~, been a ph)~slcian, "·her eupon Dr. Lorenz cv1ncecl curiosity 
to kno'v 'vhy I left the profes~non, and I proceeded to glve hin1 the 
narrativ<.\ that 1 an1 no'v relat1ng. \Vheu I had finished one of the 
gentle1uen said, · :\ O\V that you have told all about th1s there 1s 

one thing you have not rnent1onc<.l. d1d these nH~u hvt~ or die!'' to 
" 'hich 1 responded, ''That question has been n1orc than ouce asked 
but I have ahva \'S eYaded an an::nvcr." • 

This night's experience sci n1c to tlunking aud the next cveu-
llH!' \vhen young hnv~'er llo"'c and 1uyself '"c1·e takn1g our regular 
\vald up nud J.o,Yn the banks of the Des ~loi1u)s river I turned to 
him and said, ' 4 Ho,v e, I lun-e 1nadc a great unstake, I ·anuot practice 
1nedicine 1n tlus country 'vithont beu1g ablr to ride on horseback, 
'vhich I an1 utterl) unable to do I 1nighi as \Vell adn1it the mislakc 
and tu1·n my mind. to son1cthing else. I shall read hnv 1'elllne, 'vhat 
is the first book that a student of lcnv requires! H e ans,vered, 
' Blackstone's Co1nmentar1es '' · ' II ave you got them'!'' He replied 
"Yes, I have the1n aud the Io,va Blue books of La,vs, and those arc 
thr only books I havP." He \vas kind enough to loan n1c his Black­
stone and I began at once to r ead lavv in 1uy little dilapidated office. 

Another ~vent 111 1uy b1·1ef medical career at Farn1ington is 
chronicled in the first nu1nber of the :1\Iedico-Chirurgical Journal 
of Keokuk, of Septemb~r 1, 1850. It is the first article and first 
ntunber of that public}ltion, entitled, '' Rheu1natic Carditis,'' A .. utop­
~ical Exan1ination, by Jno. Forrest Dillon, lVL D., b'ar1uington, 
Io,va, '' thus connecting 1ne in a slight 'vay 'vith the earliest n1edieal 
literature of the state. 

On inquiry of the present officers of the Keokuk l\Iedical Col­
lege I learned that they had no copy of the publication and I only 
succeeded in obtai:aing one through the kindness and courtesy of the 
I o,va Historical Association. 

I shall not undertake to re-state the substance of that article; 
briefly outlined it is this: A laborer on the public 'vorks at the small 
to·wn of Croton, about five 1niles distant from Farmington, suddenly 

• 
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diPd nncler circtunstnnce. that lead to a very g·enPrnl belief atnong 
the peoplP of Croton that he had died fron1 n1alpractice. The post­
nlortetn exa1nination eli clo ed, ho"'ever, thut he died of apoplexy 
caused by hypertrophy of the heart. The heart \va found to b 
nrarly double the norn1al s1ze and the 'veight. It fell my lot after 
condnct1ng the examination to take the organ in my hand anu ex­
plclin to the excited citizens the ca usc of the death nnd t h n. all a~· 
public cxcite1uent. 'rh e article concludes as follo,vs: 

··Before taking rny d ')parture fron1 Croton, I took oc<")a ·1on to 
giYc the botanic ph~·~ician c:;o1ne salutary ad vice, adverted to th 
nnenviabl prcdican1ent in \Vhich his ignorance had plnngrd hin1. 
Hnd endeavored to inspir~ hirn 'vith a love for scientific kno\vlcdge. 
by follo,ving· the exan1pl) of Lc ~laitre de Philosophic, in a Co1nedie 
of thr cPlebra ted i\IIol icrc, in \vhich he endeavors to in1prc s thP 
trnth of the follo,vin~ c;entirnent upon the mind of :Jf onsienr ,J onrd­
ain · · 1 ans la sr1cucc, la vie est presque nne inulge de la ntort. '' 
Whether I succeeded in conv1ncing hin1 of it, so readily as 'vas th<' 
en e \Yith Le Bourgeois genti lho1nme, the fntnrc nul.. t determine. 

I have dra\vn up this hastr sketch of the above ease for bvo 
pron1inent reasons, in the first place to present ~'onr renders 'vith 
son1c ndclltional trst1n1ony confirmatory of thr freqnent connrrtion 
hrhvern arthritic and cardiac (hseasc; and 1n the eeond place, to 

· 1llnstrntc the ~>Teat ben efit oftrn drrivablc from necro~copic rx­
cllniuation. The one is frequently overlooked, the other too . aclly 
n cgJected . '' 

In the fall of 1850 r concluded to return to Davenport 'vhrrr D1:V 

n1oth cr and si~ter lived and taln~ np n1y home \vith then1 and ntilizr 
n1y httlr kno\,rlcdgc of drngs nnd n1edicines and get n livelihood h.'· 
opening a snudl drug store, \vhich \vonld also afford lrisnrc titnP to 
<'nable n1c to r ead lcnv Th1s I contlnn ed to do nntil the spring of 
1852 'vhen I applied for admission to the bar of the District onrt 
of Scott County, Io·wH, and on n1otion of :rvlr . • \.nstin Corbin. n n1au 
vrry 'vrll-kno·wn after" ards in I ow a and else,vhere, I \vas admitted. 
'rhe snmr year I 'vas rl~cted prosecuting attorney for the county and 
practiced law in Scott and adjoining countirs until 1 58, 'vhrn I 
"·as rlc<'ted Judge of thr District Conrt of the 'evrnth .J udicin 1 
District for the conn tie of ~Inscatinr. ),_ cott, Clinton, and ~Jar k on; 
t·r-elect ed four years afterward. Was then transf~rred to thr 'lh • 

premr bench of thr stntr and 'vas re-elr.ctrd six yrnrs after\vard~. 
Brforr qualifying for my s~cond tern1 I was appo1ntrd by President 
::trant, United States Circuit fJudge for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, 
comprising the states of ~Iinnrsota. Io,va. ~Iissonri, Arkansas, Kan­
~as, Nebraska and after\vards Colorado. I held the last n1rntioned 
officr for ten years, nniil 1879, 'vhen I resig·ned thr san1c to accept 
1.hr professorship of la\v at Cohunbia University and ren1ovrcl East. 
\vhrr0 I havr rver since practiced 1n~" profession. I find thr. littlr 
kno\vlNlg:r thnt. 1 af'qnirrd of n1rdicinr nncl its principles not only to 

• 
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he a great satisfaction to me thronghout n1y life hut at tin1es to be 
of utility, and I 1naintained a nominal connection \vith the medical 
profession until about the period \vhen I came to ew York by de­
livering each year lectures on medical jurisprudence at the Io·wa 
l 1niversity to the combined la"r and medical class(ls of that institu­
tion." 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 
We have been able to find biogl'aphical sketc·hes of a fe,v of 

the men \vhom \VC include in this history, Daxid L. :\Ic ::rnoin, ~I. D., 
1Irnlher and Ex-Prrsident of the Bociet~'· 

Dr. McGugin. 

Dr. l\IcGngiu "as horn in West l\Iiddleton. Washington county, 
Pennsylvan1a, in the A. D. 1807. Acquired his literary education 
under Alexander Campbell, after the completion of ·which he conl­
menced the study of his profession. under the supervision of Dr. 
Andre,vs, an ancient 1ned1cal gentleman of tenbenville, Ohio, anrl 
graduated at one of the oldest medical schools of the country-the 
m~dical department of the 1Jniversity of lVIaryland, at Baltimore. 
In \vestern Pennsylvania, he entered upon the practice of his pro­
fession about the year 1820. Was married to the daughter of Wil­
liam Welsh, Esq. of Washington county Pennsylvania. In the fall 
of 1837 'vith his \Vifc and daughter, he en1igrated to Knox county, 
Ohio, where, in conscquencr of feeble health, he located on a farn1 
in the vicinity of Mount Vernon. In 1840, 1841, he represented the 
county in the legislature. He aftcr,vards ren1oved to the to,vn of 
l\1ount Vernon, devoting his energies to the practice of his profession 
nntil the Mexican \vur brokr out, ·when he \vas appointed surgeon 
in the army, in \vhich capacity he served \Vlth 1narked ability. At 
the close of the ca1npaign, he returned to Ohio, and, with others, 
emigrated to Keoknk, Io,va, at the time the medical department of 
the State University vvas being organized. He was selected as one 
of its professors, and continned his association \Vith the institution 
as professor and as president of the faculty up to the date of his 
death. As one of the editors of the Iowa lVIedical J onrnal, he labored 
unceasingly for the promotion of the profession. He 'vas a 1nember 
of the board of directors of the insane asylnn1 of Ohio. and after­
wards in our own state. Served several years as president of the 
board of health of the city of Keokuk. Politically, the Doctor \Vas 
a great enthusiast, a faithful follower of the teachings of Jefferson, 
and an admirer of Jackson. In the presidential contest of 1860, he 
\Vas one of six who voted for John C. Breckenridge, who vvas his 
bean idea] of a statesn1an. When the torsin of war resounded 
throughout the land, the voice of Dr. McGugin was heard in favor 
of conciliation and co1npromise. Many months after the inception 
of the Rebellion, his convictions nnder·went a radical change, and 
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hr ·rcered to the oppo. it(\ side, keeping step to the n1usir or the 
Union. In 1 62, he accepted the appointment of surgeon to the :3d 
Iowa cavalry, and after the battle of P ea Ridge 'vas transferred to 
the military ho pitals 1n t. Lou1s, in con equence of failing health. 
At the urgent solicitation of a host of friends, he resigned his po-
ition, and r eturned to Keokuk to recover h1s lost energies. Having 
r~gained his health. he reluctantly consented to assun1e charge of 
the Leighton House hospital, 'vhich he conducted \Vlth n1arked skill 
and ability until his -system became thoroughly impregnated 'vith 

• 
n1ephitie poi on from 'vounds and other sources. When his Yitality 
'vas fast ebbing a\vay, he consented, at the instance of his medical 
friends, to relinquish his charge and devote a fe,v hours to the re­
suscitation of his f:uhng po,vcrs. A condition of asthenia superven­
ed, ho\vcvcr, before his plan were p erfected for a short travel, from 
'vhich he never rallied. It 'vas the pleasnrc of his biog-rapher to ee 
him often in his last hourc;. and render t o him 'vhat comfort he could 
to mooth his way to the grave, for which he was more than grateful, 
Naturally of a delicate, nervous organization, it wa a matter of 
surprise to his friends to observe his remarkable equanimity of tem­
per,-amid all his suffering~ his mind remained clear to the last. He 
conversed freely about the futuTe; he believed in the Bible, and 
calmly submitted to the Divine 'vill. A few days before his death, 
he asked the 'vriter to open the windo,v, exclaiming: '' That I may 
once more gaze upon the blue sky, and contemplate the bcantie be­
yond.'' 

On the 23rd of June, 1865, at 11 :30 o'clock, he died. His place, 
in the profession which he adorned, in the liternry and social circle. 
eannot readily be supplied. His ability was universally aclrnowlcdg­
ccl. His reputation by no means circumscribed. I1is nRcfnlness and 
activity as a contributor to th e literature of the profession 'vill bE' 
disputed by none, inde<?d, he loved to discu s the intricate parts of 
medicine, and with great skill in the adaptation of his inexhaustible 
vocabulary. 'vould expound the n1ost abstruse theories, and rendr.r 
then1 so clear that controversy \\as, in fctct. ridiculou . 

He \vas never better pleased than when expatiating npon the 
beautiful theory of the eapillar:v circulation upon blood. Whrther 
in the presence of the august national association, in the state lned­
ical society, before the city inedical society, or in the halls of the 
nniversity, he labored purely for the advancen1ent of science, and the 
ovcrthro\v of everything pertaining to irregular medicine. On the 
ethics and dignity of the profession he vvas truly eloquent, and be it 
said to his honor, that he practiced religiously \vhat he preached. If 
he excelled, in any particular, his professional brethern, it was in 
that of a correct diagnosis of disease, securing to him a 'vide fame 
ns consulting physician; this po\ver \vas not 1ntnitivfl, but dtH\ to 
the thorough manner 'vith 'vhich he was accustomed to investigate 
disease. His scholastic attainments were of thr finest order. His 

• 



90 

1nndes of thought fn 11 of originality. ...-\.s a pra c·t i ticnH'l'. consc1cntiou ~ 
and skilled. As n t ach r, versatil e, earn~st . nnd rnthncsHlSt Jc. ... s 

a man, sincere. and full of benevolen ce. ~Hcrificing· lns o"·n co1nfort 
in this desire to benefit his fello\\· -n1en. · 

The last sole1nn services ·were condu cted in t h e i\Icthodist chnrch . 
of " ·hieh. ~Irs .JfcGng·in \vas n n1e1nhc1'. His hrcthrrn laid his re-

• 
n1nin~ qnictly beneath the sod \Vhilc the 1nnltitnclrs s1oo c1 nronnd 
tt> \Vitness t he l~lst honor~ pnid to a 1nHn w·hosr 1nrn1nr~· "·1l1not rot. ill 
the ton1b. -hY ProfPssor ,John D. Elb<~rt . 

• 
• 

Dr. John D. Elbert. 

Dr. ,John Elb<'rt was born in F1ctning county, I{entncky, :J(a:v 
1Gth, 1 06. At the ngc of ~I'<{ years he rcrnovcd \Yith hi fath er. Dr . 
. J. D. Elbert, ~enior. to Log-an connt)r, Ohio, then ahnost n \Vilclerness. 
and \vhen hostile bands of Incl ians e.xerrised a pO\V(lr all bnt agre ')able 
to the ne'v settlrr~o;. "ho itnperiled their vcr~r ex1sten ce b)r day and 
nig·ht, tbnt the pr~sent. generation 1night enjoy prace and tranquilit~'· 

At this tin1c the "·ar of 1 12 hrokr out, and Dr. Elbert, senior. 
tendered his services to the gover1unrnt in the capacity· of ph;,sician 
and surgeon, r endering r.ffectivr srr Yice in t h e arrn~· , \Vh1le the yonng 
hoy r emained at his fn thcr 's en bin to assist as best he could in the 

• 

protection of the fami ly. 'fhe education of Dr. Elbert 'vns su ch only 
as the common srhools of the n(li o:hborhoo<l afforded. .. Tothin~ 
clanntrd by thr limited means and meagre facilities for the acquire­
ment of kno,vledn:c in that r ra·ion of country, h e rrsolved to be n 

' 
n1nn of 1nark, and :tecorclin gly availed hims~lf o£ the books of hi~ 
friends. \vho 'verc more fortnnatelv ci r rnn1stancecl. In 1829. h e rr-

• 

crivrd a license f1·o1n the hands of Dr. Daniel Drake. of Cincinnati, 
after 'vhich he established hunself ns a pract1tioner of medicine in 
the <:;tate of Ohio, \vhere h r pursued h is profession '\vith great energ·y, 
until the y~ar 1 40. \vhcn he songht the then far "'est. a field afford­
in~ greater latitude to his boundless an1bition, \vhi rh \vas not rest1 ict­
rd to the profession alone; his influence \vas felt at. nn enrly dn y 111 

the councils of the territorial legislatnrr to \vhich h e \vns el~ctrrl in 
1842, (IDd of ·which he subs(lquently b ecame prrsident, like,visr, in 
all n1attrrs pertaining· to t he de'velop1n~nt of thr agricultural intrr­
rs1s of the stat~; \vas n devoted nH'mber of the nu1son1c fratrrnit;r, 
ns '\Vell ns a shining 1ie:ht in t he :;\Irthodist Episcopc1l chnrch. IIis 
indon1itnhle 'vill, coupl ed \Vith confidence in the rectitude of h1s in­
tentions, made him generally efficient and su ccessful in cnrr~· in g 1 o 
(
10mpl rtion thr vnrircl projects \vhich he originated,-nn r len1ent in 
his charact<'r to \vhir h \VHS due hi~ r1ninence as a practitioner and 
surgeon. 

In addition to the l icrnse fro1n the Cincinnati rollcu·\\ t\vo honor­
n rY clcgre~ '\V<'rc <'on frrrrcl npon h in1. One h~, 1 he f.n cnlt~· of 1 h r 
1\!Iissonri 1Jnh·rrsi1v. nnd onr hv the trnsters of t.hr TTniYC'rsitY of 

• • • 

Pennsylvania . As n H\11'p:eon, he ncflnirerl extrn s ive rcpntnt ion in 
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xot tliHll'Ll lc> Wil ctud ll<>t'lh 'l'll ~l~~~ottl'i. for IIH· bold ll~<· oF Lit(' kllifo, 
:1s \\'l'Jl ms "ikill in ~eU<.'ral ntaungl"lllJ<lllt. B.'r 111~ pnt 1ent ht• \\ <lS <'~­

l>l'<·ially b 'loYctl for lu'> pro111pt Htt<.1 Utiou and kiud ~.,·nlpatlne<3 . l11 
his fricudslnp~ ht' \YHS ar<.lPnt and \vholl~· disintr.I'<'~ted. IH'Ver eount-
111~ th' rost \vhcn h(\ eonld oblige n frirud. IIospitalit~· "'<IS h1s 
Cl'O\vuing virtue. X othiu g Cl ftordcd h in1 gt·ca t<' l' tleligh t than congrn­
inl c niHpnn)r Hbont his table Ol' fir<'sidc'. I-Iis jovialnatnt·c <llH1 ·=wrin­
ingl~ .. inexhan-stible fund of <llH;)cdnt<?. eon.ioin<')d with Cl (jh <n·nct <'I' aud 
nHlllll<.'l' so eee)ntric, nwde hin1 \VOndet·fnlly <.'nt :.rtaiuitH!, " nhil<' his 
lnnghter-proYolring original iti( s "'Cl'<) a source of 1nnch ~nrprisc to 
his friends, \vho could never rea ll~r nnticipate hi1n. In the r eview· of 
his n1any virtues aud exrel1cn cics of eharactc1·, \Ve havr forgotten t o 
record his fnults. I f he had any th{')~ ~honld he ns<:rib(\d to his ec­
centricities. 

Dr. Elbert died at Ktlosanqun. \lau Bnren connt.v, To,vn. on thl' 
:2 th of ~farch, A. D , 186:l, after an illnr5s of thrcP " 'CC ks. His 
brethern of the masonic order tog"t1ther \vith n yast throng of his 
brethern in the Lord, perforn1ed th~ last sad rites Rnd solrn1n ~rrvi­
e<'S of r eligion, in a n1atn1<.)l' befitting his nan1c and f<unc, and in 
s1 lcnce deposited his r euuun ben eath t he cold cla)' front 'vhcnce it 
'-'Prang.-b)7 Prof. A. ~I. Carpenter, l\L D. 

Henry Courtney, M. D., of Des Moines. 

l)t·. Cont·tn<l~r \Vas horu iu 1\faso11 Conut~', KPntnky, in lK 1 :~. ;ltHl 

diod in D<1 S ~ foin(ls. To,va, in .. June 1861. IInYing rcccivtl<.l as i!'Ood 

cl1H1 thorough a conunon school eduration as 'vas afforded at that 
(larly- day, he re~olv(ld to adopt the profe sion of 1nedieine as thr bus­

inrss of his future life. the stud~' of " rhich he pursued under Dr. C. 
Call, of Georgetown, Ohio Was n1nrried and commenced the practice 
of medicine in 1844. Having had the 1nisfortnne to lose his wife, he 
r~n1oved to Bluffton. Indiana, ·wher e he 1narried a second ti1nr in 
18-!6, and \vas elected to the office of conntY treasurer of \V ells • 

county, which office he filled to the complete satisfaction of his con-
stituents for about three ~rrars. In the \vintel' of 1849 and 18!10, h r 

• 
attended a conl'se of lectures in the n1etlieal college of Ohio, anrl re-
eeived from that institution the degree of Doctor of 1\i edicine. H e 
continued in the practice of his profession at Bluffton, until his r e­
Inoval to Des -:\1oines, Io·wa, in 1853, 'vhrre he !!radnally RCflnired the 
t•onfideuce of the people and a r espectable patronage. 

I-Iis last Hlness was of but a fe"v days duration, 'vas attended 
'vith persistent vomiting, constipation. and paroxysms of intense 
pain in the right hypochondrium. Dr. Courtney thought there "\Vas 
intussusception of the intestinrs, and his attending physicians were 
i1nable to drt~rn1ine satisfactorily the true nature of h is malady until 
an autopsy r evealed a biliary calculus measuring three-fourths of an 
inch in diameter, fir mly in1pacted in thtl co1nmon duct. producing an 
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infL:1m1nation \vhich soon prupaga ted Itself to <'outiguous parts, and 
ending in death. 

Dr. Courtney "·as possessed of rare social qualities, dignified 
and pleasing in his address, and in his intercourse \Vith his profes­
sional brethern he was generous, affable, and courteous. 

In 1859 he \vas elected president of the Polk County l\Iedical So­
ciElty, and up to his death cont1nued to be one of its most active and 
useful members. Dr. Courtney loved the profession, and evinced in 
his studious habits. as ,~lell as in his careful examinations of what­
ever related to its advancement, a laudable ambition to excel in the 
exercises of th~ highest professional acquirements, and in the esti­
mation of the profession, as \Yell as that of the public, he had already 
attained, in some degree, to that position to which he aspired. and 
to 'vhich he was so eminently cntitlecl.-by A. G. Field, lVL D. 

John G. House, M. D., of Independence. 

Dr. House was born in 1\Iadison county, Ne\v York, .A.pril 26, 

1816, and consequently \vas nigh sixty-four years old at the time of 
his death. Wheu quit(\ young, his father re1noved with the family to 
Springville, Erie county, \Vhere at the a~e of sixteen he entered the 
academy where he rc1nained three years, and then entered the office 
of Dr. Carlos Emmons, and colllmenced the study of medicine. Sub­
sequently he 'vas for a time a private student of Prof. Austin Flint, 
then of Buffalo, ~ew York. His first course of lectures was taken 
in Jefferson ~1edical College, Pennsylvania. The degree of :\I. D. he 
took at the Columbia :\Iedical College, D. C., in 1841. Returning to 
his home in Springville, N. Y., he commenced practice ·with his pre­
ceptor, Dr. Emmons, the partnership continuing fifteen years. He 
then removed to St. Louis, Missouri. where he remained one year. 
Here he buried a son and becoming discouraged he returned to N e'v 

• 

York, locating at Buffalo, 'vhere he practiced about one year, then 
came to lo\va, taking up his residence at Independence in 1861. A. bout 
one year after co1niug to Io,va his wife died. 

A member of this Society for eleven years, he was t\vice on com­
mitties to procure the passage of a la'v regulating the practice of 
medicine. He was vice-president of the Society in 1874. In his ovvn 
country he had served as supervisor for three years and had recent­
ly been re-elected to the same office. He was at the time of bjs 
death, and for several years past, a trustee of the Insane Asylum at 
Independence. He \Vas the first president of t"uG Buchanan County 
n1edical Society. Though a great worker and always interested in 
public affairs, and bearing a full share of its burdens, he never neg­
lected his professional duties. His last prescription was made not 
twenty hours before his death.-by Geo. Warne, M.D., of Independ­
ence. 

\ 
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Delia S. Irish, M. D., of Davenport. 

Deliu S. Irish. l\L D., \Vas born iu Franklin couut~r. ::\e'v York. 
July 24, l t.)-!2. and henc"' at the tin1c of h 1' death 'vas over thirty­
fh·e years of age. \Vheu thr l(l ~rears of a~c' hPr parents r en1oved \Vith 
her to W est Bend, \Vashingtou ('onuty, \YisC"onsiu: 'vh ~ rc her child­
hood and girlhood \vere spent. 

After her graduation she tautrht in thl1 vicinity of her hon1e. 
Coincident!;· sh e commenced the study of 111 diciue ( for \vhich for 
some years sh e had evinced a decided taste) under t h e dire0tiou of 
Drs Hays & Hunt. of W est Bend. 

ubsequr ntly she \Vellt e<tst aud attended her first course of lec­
tures at the \Vo1nau 's ::\fedical 10llege of Philadelphia. On her r e­
turn to the \Yest sh e re1noved \Vith her pcu·ent to Davenport, Io\va. 
liere she continued her ':>t 1dH1~ under tl1e guidan ce of Dr. John Bell. 
lier next conrse of lectures \Vas at the \Votuan '~ ::\Iedical ollege, 
graduating· there1n in the spring of 18b . 

.. After graduation she returned to Da veuport \Vith the expecta­
tion of entering upon private practice. Bhe rentaincd h er e but a 
short time, ho,vever , returning east in the spring of 1 oD, to accept 
the position of junior assistant in the \ C\V York lnf1rtnary for 
\Y omen and Children. A.fter t he lapse of a year she \vas 1nade senior 
assistant in ·which capacit y she ser ved for six 1nonths. ..At the expira­
tion of that tilne she became unable to do the necessary night \vork, 
o\ving to ill-calth, and resigned her position. 

In the autumn of 1870 she \vent into the Htranger 's Hospital, of 
1 e·w York City as dru~gist, 'vhere she retnained for t\VO years. Con­
tinued ill health de1nanded a chan ge. and, resi~niug, she r eturned to 
Davenport in the fall of ] 72. Shortly after h er return she engaged 
in active practice in \vhich she con~inued almost to the day of her 
death. 

Passing the necessar~r ex<unination, sh e r eceived a certificate 
from the :0Je\v York Board of Examiners for Licensing Druggists and 
Prescription Clerks, in October 1 71. In ,Jnuc, 1 72. she \vas acbnitt­
eu to n1emhership in the City and County l\IeclicH l ociety of ~ e\v 
York. In February, 1 63, sh e b0came a men1ber of the Scott County 
1\I edical Society, being· thP first lady acln1itted to 1nen1bership 1n 
either of these bodies. In Jan nary. 1877, sh e 'vas elected a 1ne1nber 
of the Io,va and Tilinois Central District Tvicd1cal Association. 

An attack of pneumonia 111 the spring of 1 72, from \Vhich she 
(lid not make a good r ecovery, followed by several severe pulmonary 
hemorrhages, inaugurated a condition of bodily health and streugth 
by no means adequate to the cle1nands made upon her . By the ntmost 
prudence and care, ho,vever, she so managed to conserve her vital 
po,vers as to enable ·h er to pursue the practice of h er profession. 
F earful that h er frail physical condition would give rise to the criti­
cism so often n1ade-that of \voman 's physical unfitness for the 

• 

• 
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La"Tenc() L. Butl )r 'vas bol'n in St. Lotus, l\fo. , lVIarch 2cl, 1857 

• 



95 

His education \Vns con11nenced in thr. pnblic· schools or ~lusentinr. , 1o 
"·hich place he can1e in 1 55. 

In 1 6 he commenced the study of n1edicine "·ith B. W. 1'holnp­
::;on. iVI. D., nnd attended his first conrse of lcctnrtls 1u th e ~funni 
~Icdical College at in ·innati, Olno, in 1 b<J-70, at the elo c of " ·hich 
he rCinainccl the pl·tvntr c;tndcnt of Dr. Bartholo\v. one of the f(H!­

liltv for a hort tirne. A chang:c in tht) finnncinl circnn1Sti1lll'<''-l of his 
• 

father at tlus tlmc rendered it necessary that the sou c;honl<l !.!lY<' up 
lus studies for a tin1e. Returning from Cincinnati he necc pt ed 1 he 
position of fircn1an on a railroad loeornotivc. cn1ploY1ng lus l<'lSurr. 
hours 1n the prosecntion of his medicnl stndieg. In this Ot!cnpatiou 
he rcma.ined until he had saved money enough to n1e0t the c.xprnsrs 
of another course of lr('tnres, \vhich he took in the ~Icclical Dcp<u·t.­
lncnt of the low· a State Universit~r, 1 7 4-;). 1'hc snn1n1er of 1 '17:> hP 
spent n1ainly in the office and under the 1nstrnction of J)r. \Y ~ 

Robertson of :Jfuscatine, returning to thr LTnivcrsity 111 O(·tobct·, 
gratlunting :Jfarch 1st, 1 76 He nt once entered upon the pl'n cti<'C 

of n1edicin0 in ~Inscai.lnr, 'v1th cncon1·ag1ng prospects of nsefulnrs~ 
IIis health, never robust, soon sho,,·~d 1gns ,,f fnil·nrc and 1u .\Jovenl­
ber, 1877 he \Vas takrn do"'n 'vith pulmonary disease nnc1 thrcl 1)<'­
eem bcr 27th follo\ving, age 26 years. <.) 1nonths nn<.l 2.) clays 'rhnsr 
\vho often 1net onr yonng fr1cnd knel\ \veil lu. 1nanline s and digtut)· 
of character. IIe \vas an uns1Yerving friend, a devot eel son, an n 1:­
fectionate brother, and a most notable ~ronng n1an. Ilr "'as a clo~·w 
student, possessed a fine mmnory and matured jndgnH'nt. Ile "\Yas 
n 1nc1nber of the Iowa tate i\1edical Societv and of the :\Inscatinc 

~ 

Connty ~ltldical Socirt) .-By W. W Grant., ~I. D, Dr~Yenport. 

Henry Osborne, M. D., of Council Bluffs. 

Dr. H enry Osborne died at his hon1e in Conncil Blnffs .June 
25th. 1880, of septice1nia, gro,:ving ont of a "'OHlHl of th r l0ft indr~ 

fin grr r0rrived in operating for necrosis some da vs previon:-;ly. 

I-Ie w·as born near 1\IcConnellsYillc in ~forgan County·, Ohto, Jan. 
29th, 1830 and hence at the tlnlc of lns clNlth "\Vas a little ovrl' fifty 
~"rr~rs of age. He spent the first years of his life on a farrn, 'vhrrP 
nt t1velve years of age he received \vhile at school an injnr~' to the 
lrft femur, 'vhich crippled hin1 for 1nor~ than a year. This accident 
or rather th e disability resulting fron1 it obliged him to serk conl­
fort in books, reading all he had n nd borrowing all h<' conld. Ill 
nfter years "rhen overwor-ked and suffering pain in the injured lr g: 
he \vonld say to his \vife 'Well I onght not to con1plain, for that ac­
cid(lnt was a blessing in disguise. Douhtless T n<'ver have hcen of 
anv account in th e \vorld if it had not been for that.'' 

• . 
I n his eighteenth year he commenced teaching school, clncl ahont 

• 
this t1me began his studies preparator~,. to his profession. [n 1 ":;2 
he can1e to Iowa, stopping in Wapello county, and for 1 \VO year" 'vns 

• 

• 
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engaged in far1niug, and in 1 55 resumed his n1edical studies 1n the 
office of Dr. E. C. Atkinson of Dover, in Lee County. He took the 
degree of l\L D. at the College of Physician~ ctncl Snrgeous, of Keo­
kuk, in 1857. Returning to Dover he engaged in practice " -ith luc;; 
fo rmer preceptor, \vherfl he re1nained until the autun1n of 1 62, 'vhen 
he entered the l\Iilitary Service as ontract Surgeon. first at Keokuk 
and after,vard at St. Louis. Iu .January, 1 Uo, he \vas commissioned 
~ 1 Urgeon of the 3rd l\fissouri In fan try ·volunteers. and re1nained \Vith 
his regiment until the close of the siege of \'icksburg. Dnr1ng the 
siege he had charge of Col. \Vood 's brigade hospttal. At the fall or 
Vicksburg Dr. Osborne \vas ordered to report to Col. hephard, 
acting brigadier general in charge of the organizing of colored 
tr oops at :\Iilliken 's Bend and other points in Western Lou1sana, 
the doctor to rank as acting surgeon of that cornmancl. In this ca­
pacity he \Vas in and around Y 1eksburg ab-out t\vo years In the 
spring of 1 65 he \Yent to ~<'"~ Orleanc;; \Vith the conin1and of Gen. 
I-Ia"-·k1ns and shortly joined Gen .• 'teele, \Vho comtnanded a cohunn 
'vhich operated ag'ainst 1\iobil(~. There Dr. Osborne \vas chief of one 
of the operating corps dnrinu· that s1ege, and soon after Its close he 
returned to Ne\v Or leans. I·Ie rc1nained in the vicinity of Alexan­
dria untH ,June, 1866, \vhen \vith other officers he \vas mustered out. 

Few surgeons n1adc a morP honorable record durtng the \\'"ar of 
· the Rebellion than did Dr. Osborne. A fe,v 1nonths after be1ng 

n1ustered out he settled in Council Bluffs, \vhere he ren1ained 111 th 
practice of his profession unt1l h1s death. 

He \Vas a n1an o.f fine natural endo,vments \Vhich had been iin­
proved by severe tndy and large experience. With unbroken con­
serr ation his life \Yas devoted to lus profession. Having el('cted 
this as his life \vork he steadfastlY refused to be diverted fro1n it . • 

Hfl 'vould not accept civil office of any degree He held that no 
man could do justice to his profession and meddle \Vith civil affairs 
fnr ther than to vote on election days. It is difficult to say in \vhat 
department of his prof(?ssion his best success \vas attained, for he \Vas 
1nore than ordinarily successful In them all. If he show·ed a prefer­
ence for any one over another, it \vas for surgery. Although he n1ade 
no oper ations that \Vould distinguish him above other good surg·eons 
of the t in1e nevertheless achieved an en via blc reputation for the snr­
cessful t reatment of the manifold and multiform cases that some­
tiines fall to the rot of the country surgeon. 

The doctor was president of the Council Bluffs l\Iedical Sociflt~" 
at the time of his death. Tie 'vas also a n1en1ber of the An1erican 
l\tf <'eli cal Association and of the Io,va State Medical Society, and b~r 
appoi ntment of the pr esidflnt was a member or the committee on 
~errology for the 8th Congr essional distrirt. , 

The Iowa State Medical Society was Incorporated 1868. 

The follo,ving are the Articles of Incorporation of the first In-

• 

• 

• • 

' 
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corporation. (Of the original incorporators only one snrv1ves. Dr . 
. A .. G. Field Des :\Ioines. ) 

'· rticle 1. ICno'v all men by these presents· That \Ve, Echvard 
Whinery .. J. W. H Baker, \\1illianl \Vatson. ~eneca B. Thrall, . G. 
Field, and H. L. Whitnu1n, persons of full age, and cit1zens of the 
state of Io\\ra, and of the Unit cd Stateg, het·eby associate ourselves, 
our associates and successors, for the purpo es hereinafter stated: 
and beco1ne incorporated as a bod. r politic and corporate under the 
name and style designated belO\\T, clahnino· all the rights powers, 
ilnmunities, and privileges created granted, and conferred by the 
virtne of Article three (3), chapter fifty-five (55) , of the Revision of 
1 60. 

Article 2. The lHl n1e by 'vhich said bocly corporate or societ~r 

.;;hn 11 be kno"rn in lH\V is, the ro,Ya tate l\Iedlcal SociClty- . 
. Article 3. 'l'he busines and objeet thereof hall be t.he pro­

motion and elevation of n1edjcal science in the tate of Io,va, the cld­
vocnc~r of snch mea. nres a \vill tend to alleviate the sufferings of 
hu1nanity_, irnprove the health, and protect the li'' rs of the coln­
munity. 

Article 4. 'l'he business of the society shall be conducted, and 
its annual n1eetings held, at Des ::\Ioines, Polk County, Jo,va . 

. Article G. 1''he affairs and bns1ness of said soci tv shall be con-
• 

ducted by seven trustees, to be annually elected by the 1nembrrs of 
said society, at such time and manner a. provided bv 1ts h.v-l~nv~ 

Article 6. The names of the trustee-3 of sn id soc1ety for the first 
~rear shall be Ed,vard Whinery. of Ft. i\Iadison, J. W. H. Bakrr, of 
Davenport; Willian1 Watson, of Dubuque. S. B Thrnll, of Ottnln,va, 
and A. G. Field, and II. L. Wh1tnuu1, of D0s l\Ioines. 

In \Vitness 'vhereof \YCl have here \Vrltten onr nnn10s tlus Gth 
dny of February, A. D., 1868: 

1st Congregational District, Edward WhinClry. 
2nd Congregational District, .J. W. H. Baker. 
3rd Congregational D1str1ct, Willian1 vV ntson. 
4th Congregational District, S B. Thrn 11. 
5th Congres~ional District, A. G. Field nn<1 H. L. Whit1nnn. 

State of Iowa, ~ 
Polk County, ~ ss. 

Before the undersigned, a notary pnblic in and for said rounty, 
personally came the abovr nan1ed Edward \Vhincry, tJ. \V. H Baker, 
W1n. Watson, S. B. Thrall, A. G. Field and IT. L. Whitn1an, \Vho are 
persontllly knovvn to me to br the 1clentical persons "-hosr names are 
subscribed to the foregoing· certificate of incorporat1on as corpora­
tors, and ackno,vlcdged the exClcntion thereof to be their voluntary 

. net and deed, for the purposes thereof slated. Witness n1y hand and 
notarial seal this 6th clay of February, ... ~. D, 1 68. 

F. M. Hubbell 
Notary Public, Polk County, Io,va . 

• 

• 
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Dr. Peck lllOVrll thnt the nrtiel~s or illCt)l'P<H'iltlOll, "·ith thr pP­
tition of 111en1bers of the society. bt"l presented to Dr .. ) .. \I. Robert­
son, a me1nber of the ~tate senate, and also a member of th1s society, 
"·ith the r equest that h "·auld pre ·ent them before the general as­
srtnbl:r. nnd take such action as 1s required by len,·. to rcncl<'l' the 
·ocietr a body corporate to hnv,-n1otion carried. 

'1' he se0011 d • \ rt1 c l <'S of I nc~orporn t ion ""err. fil Ct l in 1!10~ n n < l pn h­
lishrtl in the Io"rn niedicn 1 Journal for thr <;anlr Year . • 

'l'here were no n1inutrs of the 1 67 mcet1ng presrrYcd hn1 six 
paprrs appear to hHvc been read, in ·htding the nddrrc,s of Prrs .. J. 
\\r. II. Baker. 'l'hc n1ecting \Vas held in Davenport, ~Iay 22, 1 G7. 

Dr. Bakrt· ahnost at the beg1nning of Ius (\ddr0ss, takes 1c.;snP 
\\Tith onr of the'· h<'st n1cdi<:al nnthors" 'vho announced the fact 1hn1· 
1nedicine had taken her position of one of the ·'exact seicue<'s '' Dt·. 
Baker in srtting fol'th l11s vie,vs on the efficacy of 1ucdic1ne s1 <1tr~ 
that '· fr,v d1srases nrc sn b1n 1tt eel to th ) rn1 pire of ln(,)dicinr · t h <l t 1s 

"\nbjrct to the full and positivr control of ln<'cli<:inal ag<'nts" nncl 
credits the hon1eopnths 'v1th pro\ 1ng tlus Dr Bnkrr rould not rrc·­
oucil e h1n1srlf to n ce.()pt a l'<'sol n tion ado pte<l by thr. In er1 CH 1 ... \[c<.l­

ical Association to "n e know lrtlg:e t ht' fcllo,vship of tho erlnt·atecl 
female practition<'r " and enterq into a rathrr lengthy nrgn1nent 
n gainst \vomen doctors 

At the meet1ng of the Society in Des ~Ioinrs Fob. 3, 1 "'68 a con ­
tract 'vas 1nacle '"1th Dr .. J. C. Hughes to publish thr proceed1ngs 111 

the lo\va lVIedical ,J onrnal '·in an acceptablr n1anuer for on(l dollnr 
and fifty cents per page nt \Yhich rate hr has ransed to be pnhhshcd 
seventy-t,vo pages of the proceeding·s of the last n1eetiug ( 18f17) 
an1ounting: to one hundred and eight dollars.'' 

/ It appears that th<' transactions of the rarlir.r n1eetings of th<' 
State lYiedical Society -vvet·e pnblished in thr Westrrn Chirnr~ir.n 1 
J onrnal, the lo\va Statr l\tf edical .Journal pnblishrd in Keokuk, n nd 
other 1ncdical journals. Only 29 papers appear in thr TrHnsactions 
of the tate :Jtiedical Society, from 1 50 to 1 71. 

The transactions for the 20th, 21st. 22nd, and 23rll cUlnHal nl<'r1-
ing·s \Vere pnbljshed in a vohnne issned in 1876 or 224 PfiQ'<'S. 

It appears that thr other r.xpenses of the Roeiety for tho pnst 
yrar (1867) -vvere $61.75. 

Dr. Wm. Watson in his presidential address, spoke hopefull~r 
of the future of the societY. 11he attendance of this 1neeting· \Yas 

• 

t\venty, and one can plainly srr the evidence of in1prove1neut in the 
n1eans of transportation ,,·hich he thinks 'vill be h elpfnl in bring·ing 
together larger nn1nbers of 1nrmbers. At this n1eeting· Dr. Watson 
moved a vote of thanks to thr W estern Stag·e Con1pany anrl to the 
various railroads for n rednction of the nsnal rate of fnre. 

In his Prrsiclent's addrrss 1868, Dr. Watson sa~·s. ··As this six-
' teent h n nnunl meeting· forn1s nn epoch 1n its histor~,. as 1 h e first rvrr 

held at the State Capitol, let ns regard it ns an HHli<'ation ot the 
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l'Cfllizatiun or our lung cherished hop thf.t1 th :l iufln "lllC) or onr So­
c i e 1 Y 1 s he i n !.!' ext c n de d a n d t h n t i t ·will ) out in u e to e .x t c u c1 u n t i 1 1 t . -
slt<tll be felt over the cutire stat(~ aud at ench ·ucceedin!!' 111 'eting. all 
part') of th · tatr ">1' .:tll be fully repres nted. haractcrizcd a~ tlus 
1nectu1~ 1s by circtnustauees of p ·cnlictr intere~t, pcrhnp~ no subject 
\vnnld bettct· occup:~ onr clttentiou than a hasty ~dauc l at the pn t 
history nnd pro!!·n of the ociety; the difficnlt1ecs 1t ha') eneounU'r­
ed the re ·nlts acconlplishcd, its present prospcl·ts ancl the ob':>taclcs 
'Yhi(;h yet re1naiu to U" ovcrcon1 1

, ~<-><king b.'· a. con1parison of the 
pHst ·with the prr'-j( nt to l :)arn lessons and derive encourao- 1 Inent for 
the future.'' 

·'Our c:>ociety has clone 1nnch good by p1·on1oting acquaintance 
etncl <l'Y<ll\:CHiug co1·diHl friendship atuong prof< ~s1ona 1 Tnen residing 
in (b(jtHut sr<.'tions of the state, an acqtunntauce that "'as of great 
itnportauct1 In orgaui%jng to perfor1n the part nssurnecl to the pro­
fession In the 'tirrin~r cvc'nts of the past SIX y ~ars It can be sc-1id 
'vithout boasting, or feet r of contradictioll, that the profe~s1on of no 
"·estern ste~te have lPft a better record, or have been 1nore faithful 
nucl nnt1r1ng in the di:s<'hnrgc of dut~7 • The annnl~ of ever~' bloodv 
field chronielc the heroic dPrcls of Io"ra soldiers. o do the records 
of positions requiring 'iX('Cnhv~ abiltt), ,iudgtn nt, integrity. and 
professional skilL csho"' a pron1in ~nt list of 11<11n 'S tnkcn front th c 
"Iow·e1 ~ n1·~ic~ll Staff,' "'hilt' the honol'rd ucuur.s of RecdPr, Whittrr, 
l\Ie rngin, Fiske. and ot hPl'S <H'C cllnong· 1 o'va '~ nt<n·tyletl ht'l'O<', '' 

·The existence o[ 1hts ~ncictv hns infusrd ne'Y 11ft' into solnc 
• 

old, £1llcl stimulat()cl the foJ·Juation of 1nnny DP"7 • local sorieties. (t 

h:1s also se<·nrrd the pn.!sr.rYatiou of thP records of nlcUl)' irnport<.n1t 
<'a~rs and f<lf't~. FronL ct cnrrfnl c:s.aniiuatiou of the past, 'vitb n fnll 
appreciation of t:h<;) tliffienltie~ encountered, the resnlts app<1 <H' 

cn1inently satisfactory.'' 
··One UTeat clifficnlty of the past, lHnv pHrtinll:v 1'(1 11lOYPd and 

rr~pidl)T clif;app<1 ctr1ng 0HC'h sureeecling year, hns bern the "'<Hlt of 
direct, spPedy. nnd <'<·onon1ice:ll 1neans o£ eonunnuiccltlou brt,ve{:)n 
different. seC>tions of th<' state: nuothcr has been the 1nirrratorv • 

charaetel' of th 111cetinus, \vhich has rrsnltetl in hut a li1nited unn1-
hcr of the -:>ctnH) ntt\n briug· bro1H!'ht togcthc1~ nt suc<.~rsstve 1nerting-s: 
yPt not,vitlu;;tnnding these nnfavorablt' lnflnen<~cs, it hels made sub­
~tctntial p1ogreHs in the nccomplishmrnt of i1s objects, and ev(lry 
f.riPnd of the thorough orn:anization and progrrss of the proff\ssion 
shonlcl give it h1s cordial support, and determine 'vith rcne,ved 
rnergy. that succeeding:'- 0cn·s shn11 be characterized by 1norc 1nark(.ld 
rf\sults thnn dicl the past. A.r;;; I have ren1arkrcl, a survey· of onr 
presrnt position as a stc1tr org·rnnzntion, 'vith a v1cw· to its fnture 
action nnd influences, rrveals much to stimulatr and encourage ns. 
It also discloses 'vell founded claims to s; mpathy and assistance in 
our voluntar~r labors, the results of 'vhich, if judiciously employed, 
\v]ll be of decided benefit to the state.'' · 
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· In addition to the incren~') 1 aud rapidlv increasing facilitie~ of 
connuuniuation, the t Hth1 llC.' or reeeut (l\. )uts has becu to greatly 
ClXteu<.l the acquaintallCP of lJlHll/ lllCllil.Jel'S Ot th ' pl·ufeSSlOll, and 
a"·akeu a conllllOll interest an1oug tho ~p cn!.!'a~· 'd iu kindred 1uvesti­
gations \vhich cnnuot fail to x<·ite to iucrea:secl dili~euce iu obserY­
iug. and accuracy in recording t he results of their ob-:;ervation "' . ·' 

.. While sc rions )bstnclcs to our progTClss have been ovcrcon1e 
there are other'3 '3ti11 existing \vhich require earnest, continued ef­
forts, for their renlo\·al. ~ou1) of thest' pertain dirClcth to th e pro­
fession, and the ren1edial 1nflnence n1ust be exerted directly npon 
its me1nhers, b~, ereating a s<)utin1ent aruong the1n ·which shall be suf­
ficiently po,verful to briug all 'vho aspire to an houorable position 
np to its '3tau<.lnrd of professional iutcgTity. I nn1 'nvarc there arc 
croakers and old fog·g1es \vho 'vill n1aintain such expPetcltlons ctrc 
''topian and n "Vel' to be realized. I think any intelligcut ob ·crver 

'vho hns \va tchcd the progt(l~s and sucePss of the efforts of the ""'\ lll­
crican JI~dical A.ssociation for the P<lst t'Yen ty ?cars 'v11l a ntit·i pate 
n1ore l'a vorablc rClsnlts; besides, these c1·oakcrs <ll'C usually those "·ho 
have seldon1 H1teuded a rnecting, unltls~ it t·anlc to their doors, tHHl 

are not actiY~ n1en1bers of any 1nedical oru-anizntion. 'rher(l is anoth­
er class of difficulties \vhich pertain 1nore rlirPctl? to the peopl ', and 
so far as they involve the rights of the uneducated, the afflit'ted, 
and the helpless, the)' are propel' subJects for legislat1ve action." 

c 'Another subject \Vhich 1s \vorthy of the attention of our l,nY­
makers, is the establishing of so1ne s~~stenl of collecting nnd preserv­
ing the vital statistirs of our state, by general and uniform ret?:istra­
tion of births. n1arriages and deaths. \Yith the essential facts pertain­
ing to each. The i1nportnnce of such a provision \vill becon1c n1ore 
apparent as \Ve increase in population and 'vealth, and upon the 
2:round of self-intrest alone.'' 

c' ~fany Clases involving this subject already exist in the older 
Rtates, and many more are sure to arise nmong our foreig·nborn citi­
zens. The la,vs of England deterrnining the descent of property rec­
ognizes the right of every child born alive,'' and onr la,vs on this 
snbject are modeled after theirs " 

c' But independently of the advantage resulting directly or in­
directly to 1ndividuals, \Vhen \ve rrflect that a healthy able-bodied 
adult population are essentiall~r 'c the state,'' nnd the 1nore per f~ct 
and numerous are the n1odels in this respect. among her peopl~. the 
greater are possessions of the real elen1ents of wealth and po,ver, 
've shall .fully realize that it is the dnty of the government to kno'v 
how nearly her population approaches the highest stanrlard: also, to 
nse every means in her po,ver to promote the tnost healthy and ef­
ficient condition of h er people. ThP abilit~r to drtermine clearl~r 
the relative fecundit~r and mortalitv of her people; the relative pro­
portion of the s~xes among h~r population; the longtivit~r of her 
citizens; the causes of deaths 'vithin her borders; th~ ·weig·ht with 

• 



101 

\vhich each cause of death acts upon different portions of the com­
munity, whether considered in relation to age, sex, or condition, or 
in relatlon to different sections of her territory; these and many 
other facts to be derived from the same data and indispensable to a 
correct application of the principles of social and political economy.'' 

.A.t the meeting for 1868 only three papers appear in addition 
to the President's address. Dr. Ed\Yard \Vlunery of Fort lYiadison 
reported a case of rupture of the uterus with abdominal section, 
recovery. This case "ivas operated on l\iarch 29, 1865 by Dr. Whin­
ery assisted by Dr. J. . Blackburn of Fort ~Iaclison. The oper­
ation is described by Dr. Whinery as follovvs: 

"On the 28th of l\iarch, 1865, at 8 o'clock A. 1\1. I visited Mrs. 
S., of Niota, lllino1s, a healthy Irish woman about 37 years of age, 
who, I was told was taken in labor about ten o'clock A. M. on the 
27th. The first indication she had of approaching labor was the 
escape of the waters, soon after 'vhich regular labor pams super­
vened, and an ignorant mid-wife was summoned to attend her. 
Labor progressed regularly until about 7 o 'clork 1n the evening 
when it was expected the child would be born m a fe\v minutes. 
She was seized at that time ·with severe burn1ng lacinat1ng pams, 
or stitches, as she called them, throughout the abdomen, and the 
expulsive pains ceased. I found her sitt1ng in a cha1r, leaning for­
ward at an inclination of about forty degrees, and very unwillmg 
to change her attitude ller pulse was a hundred and ten, irregu­
lar, and fluttering; the countenance very anxious and pale, the skin 
cool and clammy. It was "ivith d1ff1culty I could 1nduce her to as­
sume a position convenient for me to make an examination per­
vaginam. I caused her ho\vever, to be held at an inclination of 
about forty-five degrees, and passing the digital finger o.f the right 
hand into the vagina and the left hand over the abdomen, I found 
the head of the fetus resting \veil dovvn on' the perineum, but by 
pressing firmly with my f1nger against the head, it ascended above 
the superior strait, and the whole body rould be distinctly felt 
through the walls of the abdomen, she be1ng of spare habit. The 
motion thus given to the fetus, very much increased the lacinating 
pains, and she cried out, "These stitrhes vvill kill me". My diag­
nosis '\vas rupture of the uterus, and I informed her and her friends 

• 

that her condition was very precarious. She tried to give her '' Mut-
terkorn Thee'' (ergot), but the stomach \Vonld not take it. The 
night was very dark and the husband and his friends were afraid 
to attempt to cross the 1\tlississippi river in a row boat, as it was 
very high vvith much drift v;ood floating; she therefore spent the 
night in applying new corn whisky to the abdomen.'' 

"I allowed the patient to assume the attitude first 1nentioned, 
returned home for my instruments and an assistant; Dr J. C. Black­
burn accompanied me. At 10 o'clock A. M., vvhen we arrived, no 

• 
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-
change had taken place in the patient. l\iy friend Dr. Blackburn 
thought, from the visible and physical appearances and my repre­
setations of the casc, that my diagnosis was correct, and we soon 
agreed upon the propriety of making the abdonnnal section. Dr. 
Blackburn administered the chloroform 'v hile I was preparing other 
matters. We placed the patient on her back on a table, and I made 
the incis1on on the right of the umbilicus, about six inches in length, 
through \vhich I removed a large male child (dead of course), and 
the placenta. both being entirely above the uterus, \vhich was con­
tracted do\vn into the pelvis There 'vas very httle appearance of 
hemorrhage. The rupture 'vas in the fundus from the anterior to 
the posterior wall. The ed~es of the wound \Vere now brought to­
gether by sutures of s1lk, takmg care to include all the structures 
except the peritoneum; then finishing the dressmg \Vith adhesive 
straps, a compress and a 'vide bandage. The operation and the 
dressing \vere performed in less than five minutes, and the patient 
placed in bed, still under the Influence of chloroform. When she 
recovered from 1ts effects, she expressed herself as feelin~ quite 
comfortable and grateful for her delivery from her intense suffer­
Ing for so many hours. W c expected peritoneal inflammation to 
supervene but in this we \vere happily disappointed.'' 

''I visited her on the 29th, and fotmd her comfortable; the 
pulse had gone do\vn to eighty, and every symptom was favorable; 
the lochia was moderate in quantity; she had been nearly free from 
pain and slept 'vell during the night, though she had not taken any 
morphia and quinia po,vders left for her, in rase irritation and de­
bility set in." 

'' l\larch 30th and 31st continues \Vithout an unfavorable symp­
tom." 

''On the 3d of April, she sat up three or four hours in bed. The 
wound had healed by first intention.'' 

''On the 5th, I took out the sutures and continued the adhesive 
straps, the compress, and bandage; she was then dressed and sit­
ting up. '' 

''On the 8th, the lochia ceased and she went about her ordin­
ary house-work.'' 

The two days n1eeting of the Society was devoted principally 
to organization and to questions of ethics It appears also that sec­
tarian and irregular practitioners were an unending· source of 
trouble and any affiliation with one not practicing regular medi­
cine, was a sufficient cause for discipline, and it required unremit:­
ting watchfulness to keep members in the straight and narrow path 
of professional duty. Probably less than one half of the medical 
profession in Iowa were graduates from medical schools; nearly one 
half of those holding to what was called regular medicine, had had 
not more than one term of medical lectures of from sixteen to 

• 
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t\venty \veeks, and nearly all "'ho had diplomas received them after 
t\VO such courses. 1 T ot\vithstanding the small opport1mit1es for 
medical education in this country at that tin1e, the 'vriter can recall 
the names of many strong and useful practitioners of medicine scat­
tered over the state. As a rule these men stood for high ideals; 
were devoted to the interests of their patients, and were much loved 
and honored in their communities. 

Prior to the year 187a membership in the Iowa State :;.\tledical 
Society was open to all regular physiCians of the state who might 
choose to attend. A Board of Censors determined t he elegibihty to 
membersh1p. 

In 1 72, a ne\Y constitution \vas adopted> a section of .which re­
quired that before eligible to perrnanent membership attendance 
as a delegate from a County, Local , or District :\Iedical oc1ety, 
Faculty of i\rledical Colleges, State Insane, Deaf and Dumb, and 
Blind Asylums, or permanently organized hospitals of twenty-five 
beds. 

'l'he membership at the time of the adoption of the new consti­
tution and by-laws was about 60. The number of permanent mem­
bers in 187 4. two years later, 190. 

Roster of Officers from First Organization of Society 
Until 1867. 

1850. 

Dr. E. Lowe, Burlington, President. 
Dr. Elbert, Van Buren, 1st \ T ice President. 
Dr. McGugin, K eokuk, 2nd Vice Pres1dent. 
Dr. Matthe,vs, Burlington, Recording Secretary. 
Dr. Sanford, K eokuk, Corresponding Secretary. 
Dr. G. R. H enry, Burlington, Treasurer. 
Dr. J. F. Dillon, Librarian. 
Drs. J. F. H enry, McGugin, Elbert, Hnll, Brookbank, E. D. Ransom, 

and Fhnt, Censors. 
1851. 

D. L. McGugin, President; J. F. Henry, first Vice-President; 
J. lVL Witherwax, second Vice-President; E. D. Ransom, Recording 
Secr etary; S. Ramage, Treasur er, J. H. Rauch, Librarian 

Censors-Thomas Siveter, E. Ijo,ve, James W. Flint, J . F. San­
ford, E. R. Ford, W. F. Grubb, and H M. Mathews. 

1852. 

J. D. Elbert, President; J. F. H enry, fir st Vice-President; J. M. 
Witherwax, second Vice-President; S L Craig, Recording Secre­
tary; J. F. Sanford, Corresponding Secretary; J. C. W ear, Treas­
urer ; ~1. Cousins, Librarian. 

Censors-D. L. lVIcGugin, J. C. Hughes, E. Lowe, R. D. Barton, 
T. Siveter, W. L. Craig, S. L. Ramage, and E. D. R ansom. 
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1853. 
J . M. Wither,vax. President; Thomas Siveter, first Vice-Presid­

ent; George Reeder second Vice-President; J. H. Rauch, Record­
ing Secretary; D. L. l\IcGugin, Corresponding Secretary; G. R. 
Henry, Treasurer ; Asa lVIor gan, Librarian. 

Censors-E. A. Arnold, J. E. Sanford, C. 0 Waters, J . F. Henry, 
Wm. Craig, J . C. Hughes, and Ignatius Langer. 

1854. 
George Reeder, President; ~J. i\L Robertson, first Vice-Presid­

ent; D. L. l\IcGugin, second Vice-President; J. Howes, Recording 
Secretary; C. L. Chambers, Corresponding Secretary; J. H. Rauch, 
Librarian. 

Censors-E. A. Arnold, J . F . Sanford, J. C. Hughes, J . T. Huey, 
J. F. Henry, W. L. Craig, and Thomas Siveter. 

1855. 
Thomas Siveter, President; J. H. Rauch, first Vice-President; 

W . L. Craig, second Vice-Pres1dent; W. Bird, Recording Secretary; 
D. Atkinson, Corresponding Secretary; J. J. Page, Treasurer. 

Censors-R. H. Wyman, T Shriner, J. 0. Skinner, J. G. Henry, 
J . C. Hinsey. 

1856. 
J. C. Hughes, President: A. D. Wood, Vice-President ; M. Cous­

ins, Recording Secretary ; D. L 1.\ricGugin, Corresponding Secretary; 
T. Siveter, Treasurer; H. Carpenter, Librarian. 

Censors-Wm. Gutch, V. V. Adamson, Geor ge Reeder, J. M. 
Witherwax, D. J. Collins, J F. Henry, V. Morris. 

1857. 
Thomas Siveter, Presdient; M. B. Cochran, Vice-President; J. 

C. Stone, Recording Secretary; T. J. Saunders, Corr esponding Sec­
r etary ; James Gamble, Treasurer; H . Carpenter, Librarian. 

Censors-W. Bird, George Reeder , J. H. Early, J . H Boucher, 
J. J. Sanders, T. J. Sanders. 

1858. 
J. H. Rauch, President ; E. S. Barrows, Vice-President; J . W. 

H. Baker, Recording Secretary; W. B1rd, Corresponding Secretary; 
M. B. Cochran, Treasurer . 

Censors-E. J. Fountain, H. l\1urray, J . C. Hughes, A. W. 
McClure, James Gamble. 

,J 1859. 
E. S. Barros, President; George Reeder,· Vice President; Allen 

Phillips, Recording Secretary; Oliver George, Corresponding Sec­
r etary; M. B. Cochran, Treasurer . 

Censors- D. L. lVIcGugin, E. J. Fountain, A. W. McClure, J S. 
Dimmitt, R. S. IJewis . 
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1860. 

R. S. Lewis, President; J. C. Hughes, Vice President; J. M. 
Adler, Corresponding Secretary; C. W. Belden, Treasurer. 

Censors-D. L. McGugin, George Reeder, George M. Staples, ~I. 
Cousins, W m. Gutch, and George Irwin. 

1861. 

J. F. Henry, President; H. T. Cleaver, Vice President; J. H. 
Boucher, Recording Secretary; R. J. Patterson, Corresponding Sec­
retary; P. McLaren, Treasurer. 

Censonrs-,J. C. Stone, E. D Ransom, H. T. Cleaver, Wm. 
Gutch, A. W. McClure. 

There was no meeting of the society in 1862 and 1863. 

1864. 
M. B. Cochran, President; J. W. H. Baker, Vice President; S. B. 

Thrall, Recording Secretary; R. J. Patterson, Corresponding Sec­
retary ; P. McLaren, Treasurer. 

Censors-Jesse Holmes, J. l\L Adler, Wm. Voght, J. William­
son, B. W. Thompson. 

1865. 
' 

J. C. Hughes, President; J. Williamson, Vice President; J. W. 
H. Baker, Recording Secretary; W. F. Peck, Corresponding Secre­
tary; Wm. Watson, Treasurer. 

Censors-M. B. Cochran, S. B. Thrall, A. G. Field, J. M. Shaf­
fer, J ames Gamble. 

1866. 
J . W. H. Baker, President; J. C. Lay, Vice President; W. F. 

Peck, Recording Secretary; A. M. Carpenter, Corresponding Secre­
tary; M. B. Cochran, Treasurer. 

Censors-Wm. Watson, ,James Gamble, A. G. Field, J. M. 
Shaffer, J. Williamson. 

1867. 
Wm. Watson, President; E. Whinery, Vice President; A. G. 

Field, Recording Secretary; E. J. B. Statler, Corresponding Sec­
r etary; M. B. Cochran, Treasurer. 

Censors-A~ S. Maxwell, J. Williamson, A.M. Carpenter, W. F. 
Lloyd, G. L. Carhart. 

During the years of 1862-1863 no meetings of the Iowa State ~ 
Medical Society were held- on account of the Civil war. The meet­
ing for the reor ganization was held in Iowa City, Wednesday, June 
1st, 1864, and the following officers elected: President, M. B. Coch­
ran ; Vice President, J. W. H. Baker; Recording Secretary, S. B. 
Thrall; Corresponding Secretary, ,J. R. Patterson; Treasurer P. M. 
McLaren. 
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History of the Drake University College of Medicine, and the Chang­
es in the Methods of Medical Education During That Time . 

. 
D. S. FAIRCHILD. SR. l\f. D., Dean. (Jan. 29, 1904 ) 

The idea of organizing a medical school in Des Moines had its 
inception in the mind of Dr. A. G. Field as long ago as 1 7 4 or '75. 
In August of 1875 I spent t\vo da~ s \vith Dr. Field at his suggestion 
discussing the adYisability of forming a ne'v mdical school, the diffi­
culties in the \vay and the plans for the school if after mature re­
flection it was thought "l<;El to add another to the already numerous 
medical colleges in this country. Dr. J. F Kennedy Joined w1th us 
and was one of the original protectors of the institution. In January, 
1876, when the State ~ociety met in Des :VIoines. a meeting was called 
at t:be parlors of the Savery HoteL no\v the Kirk,vood, to cons1der 
the question of a ne\v medical college. At that meeting there 'vere 
pr esent Dr. Field. Dr Kenned~r, Dr. Osborn, of Council Bluffs, Drs. 
Thr all and Williamson of Othlm,va, including myself and some oth­
ers whose names I am not able now to recall. No definite steps 'vere 
taken, but the idea of a medical school in Des :Jioines was encour­
aged, perhaps because many me1nbers of the profess1on at that time 
\vere opposed to the State maintaining a school for the education of 
doctors. In September. 1876, at the meeting of the International :\ied­
ical Congress in Philadelphia Dr. Field and myself had a conference 
with Dr. J. C. Hughes of Keokuk in relation to the sarne matter . 
Among other things, Dr. Hughes assured us that the organization 
and maintaining of a medical college was no easy matter and that 
such an under taking involved murh labor, many troubles and sn1all 
returns. This observation left something of an impression on my 
mind at the time and I. as well as some others, have been frequently 
reminded of the wisdom of the veteran surgeon's statement in the 
year s that have passed since then. 

The times have greatly changed during the 38 or 39 years that 
have elapsed since Dr Field and I sat on the \valls of the new Cap­
itol which then had reached one story in construction. 

We reached the Capitol that August evening in 1 75 on the only 
car line that Des Moines possessed which ran from the court house 
on Cour t avenue to the old Capitol and back again \-vith one Inule 
or horse as the motor power. It was not a magnificent city, \Vith 
gr eat buildings, striking signs of enterprise, push and energy that 
gr eeted our vision, or gave us our inspiration, but rather what was 
beyond \vhat seemed possible. Dr. Field assured me that the great­
ness of Des 1iioines was not in sight, (an observation in \vhich I fully 
agreed), but was to come, and that in our own time we should see 
100,000 or more inhabitants, and that 'we should certainly see a med­
ical college grow up in this great center of Iowa's population. 

In those comparatively early times various motives were given 
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for the organizing of medical colleges. It 'vas sometimes said that 

these enterprises gre'v out of a de~ire on the part of ambitious med­

ical men to become professors; that it seemed to be a modest and 

dignified way of advertising. There '\vas no doubt some evidence to 
support this view. In the older centers of population when the older 
schools could not supply enough professorships for all the ambitious 
practitioners of the healing art. ne\v schools 'vith high sounding 
names were brought into existence. In the West, State Universities 
'\vere not thought to be complete without a medical department, re­
gardless of the size of the town or the natural facilit1es for such 
work. and no town with possibilities before it could afford to be 
without a medical school-or, at least that was the way local profes­
sion looked at it. Whether this \Vas an important influence under­
lying the Des 1\Ioines undertaking, or 'vhether it was a feeling that 
medical education was suffering for the 'vant of a medical school in 
this city, I will not undertake to say. It may, however, be presumed 
that the profession here was not altogether free from ordinary hu­
man weakness. 

In 1881 the work of organizing the school was taken up in ear­
nest and again I was invited to take a part. This time Dr. Blanchard 
was the moving spirit Dr ·Field and Dr. Kennedy were still leading 
factors in the work. Some of the younger men were enlisted, notably 
Dr. J. T. Priestley Ho'v the agreement as to the division of work was 
accomplished I am unable to state. One of the difficulties attending 
the organization of faculties in those days when medical schools 
were nearly private corporations \Vas the arrangements for the lead­
ing chairs, particularly of 1\fedicine and Surgery At that time all who 
had an ambition to be medical college professors were qualified to 
fill any place, especially the more attractive chairs, and often it hap­
pened that much ill feeling \vas engendered because all could not be 
professors of Medicine or Surgery All were general practitioners 
except the Eye and Ear men. All the difficulties were finally set­
tled in our schooL and the school year opened in October. 1882. with 
the following list of professors : J ... A ... Blanchard, 1\I. D .. Des l\ioines, 
Principles and Practice of iVfedicine, and Dean of the Faculty; A. C. 
Simonton, :\f. D , Des Moines. Principles and Practice of Surgery; J. 
F. Kennedy, A. M. M. D., Des :\tfoines, Obstretrics and Diseases of 
Children, and Secretary of the Facultv; W. H. Ward, M. D .. Des 
Moines, Gynecology: J. T. Priestley, M. D .. Des Moines, Anatomy, 
General and Destriptive; IJ. C. Swift, l\1. D., Des Moines, Physiology; 
W. W. Hale, M.D., LL. B , Des Moines, Materia Medica and Therapeu­
tics; T. E. Pope, A.M., Ames. Chemistry; D. S. Fairchild, M.D .. Ames, 
Pathology, Histology and Miscroscopy; E. H. Hazen, M. D., Daven­
port, Diseases of the Eye and Ear: F. E. Crutenden, M. D., Des 
Moines, Diseases of tpe Throat and Nasal Passages; Hon. Judge C. 
C. Nourse, Des Moines, Medical Jurisprudence; C. M. Colvin, 1\L D., 
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Des ::.\Ioines. Adjunct to the Chair of Gynecology, and Demonstrator 
of Anatomy. The reqnire1nents announced were three years in a doc­
tor's office, including t"ro conrstls of lectures of four n1onths, the 
last of which must be in our college. We had simply adopted the 
standard then required by nearly all schools 1n the countr?. This 
was, indeed, a very imperfect course of training, and \Vas f(llt to b e 
so then , but even the great schools in the centers of medical educa­
tion did not deem it safe to demand n1ore. The private school must 
have a large roll of students and must have revenue, and the medical 
department of State Universities must make a showing to their r e­
spective boards of 1·egents as an excuse for their existence. The fol­
lo,ving announcement wns made in the Chicago dirertory, 1 3, in 
relation to Rush l\iedical College: 

'' The annual course of lectures for the first session commences 
on Monday, December 4. 188!3, and will continue sixteen weeks,'' 
that ''the r equirements for graduation are thr ee years study with a 
r eputable physician. Two courses of lectures. one of 'vhich must be 
in this institution (or two ye~n's' practice in lieu of one course),'' etc. 

Dr. Blanchard was the first Dean, and served a bout two y(lars, 
when he was succeeded by Dr Schooler \Vho served nineteen years. 
The personal histol'y· of the srhool does not differ materially from 
the history of other similar srhools. Sometimes there was harmony, 
and sometimes there was not. We drifted about from place to place; 
we had no home, and it appeared at times as if \ve had no friends. 
In 1887 we were adopted by Drake University, but our condition rlid 
not improve. The Universitv seemed to have for gotten us and no 
adopted child was more neglected. I can hardly expr ess t o you iii e 
disappointments '"e suffered, often the feeling was so deep that aban­
donment of the enterprise \vas contemplated and had it not been for 
the heroic courage of Dr. Schooler and the loyalty of his assistants 
I am sure the school 'vould have rlosed its doors long ago. It has 
been my good fortune to take up the work at the end of the dark 
days when the future see1ns assured. I t has been my fortune to have 
been associated continuously with the school from its inception to 
the present, and I am now the only r emaining member of the original 
faculty who has served continuously, and I can now speak with the 
deepest feeling of the liberal policy which Drake ~University under 
the leadership of the ne'v President, Hill l\1. Bell. has adopted toward 
the Medical Department. 

The last twenty-five years has been marked by marvelous 
changes in our entire economic system. Invfntions, transportations, 
and communication has been largely responsible for this. All the 
western world has been broug·ht into competition and through the 
above mentioned instrumentalities. • 

This bringing together of widely separated populations, as meas­
ured by distance, has developed an intensity of activities which has 
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heretofore been unkno,vn and fron1 necP.ssity hns chnngrcl our way 

of looking at thing·s. ~.fen 'Yh lse n1inds had been engrossed \Yith 
their O\Vll little affa1rs did not reco!.ruize the approach of tlns change 
until it 'vas fully upon us a ncl then 'verc ast' nishecl that the govern­
ment of our country had really passed into the hands of the fe\v; 
that the control of transportation and con1n1unication 'vas central­
ized; that industries, trade nnd comn1 lreP. "rc1·e no longer 1n the hands 
of the many, and that many of our old ideas of de1nocracy had been 
swept away. This could be seen to be inevitable by thinking men, 
who sa'v in its approach a part of the socicll, educational and eco­
nomic evolution of the w·orld: old 1nethods could not mert the new 
conditions, and the change must come; and resolutions, attempts ·at 
legislation, and prote<;ts. w·hilc they n1ight delay (:.ould not stop it. 

To meet the changed con eli tion~. 1nen mn~t be better ecruipped 
or be forced to the \Yall. .A.s a protest son1e tried to avoid the inevi­
table by adopting n1ethods which the world ha<; ahva?s known and 
which is no-vv designated in the strong and E.lxpressive language of 
today as ''grafts'', but compar:1tivelv fc,v, however are endowed 
with the faculties which will rn~ke th1s n1ntter of '· gPtting on" per­
manentlY a success; and it hns come to be recoQ·nized that the Q'rf\at • 

majority must have a solid foundation unon which to build: without 
this they must expect to be the servants or agents of the strong. 

Th E.l medical profesc:;ion bad its tr(l di tions. but in the n e-vver por­
tions of the country th~y \vere not so firmly fixE.ld that th ev could 
not be easily broken down \\"hen the chang·ed conditions rame . • 

During the past twenty-five y·enrs. we have pac:;secl and are pass­
jnQ" throug-h an evolntion 'vhich the nhys1riC1n of 40 vears aQ'o could 
not h~vp conrE.lived of. howPvPr w1se or fnrseein Q' he n1~y havE.l hPPn. 
When this college w8s org_·~nized, none of us 'vere fully s~ti~fiPil with 
the facilities we had or \vith the course of instruction we could Q'ive. 
but followed the path that had been made b:r others. not mnch better, 
not much worse. As we look back over our past and the pFJst of our 
neighbors we discover two things: first, the nerpssitv of o·ptting stu 
dents as a means of e:xistE.lnce. and second. thP Ileresc:;itv of rlf)in cr 
what we were afrRid. to do nnd 1vh:1t \VP rlin tjm!dlv r~nrl fN1r-P·11llv 
What influence led us to extend onr ronrs~ to thrP.f\ VPFJrs of 24 
weeks each, then to four years of 24 1ve~ks Pach. Rnd finallv to four 

• 

years of 36 weeks each, it \vould be hard to tell. There was no writ-
ten law that compelled us to do this, but there was a force in the 
great body o.f the profession 'vhich expressed itself through mPdiral 
associations, the medical college association and the ex~mining­
boards, and finally through state laws. But the laws came too late 
to do more than punish the deliberate wrongdoers. The reputation 
of a medical college in the past depended on making the course easy. 
rapid and sure. It now depends on making it difficult. long and un­
certain. What has accomplished this" X ot the colleges themselves, 
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h~cause they \vere timid, and like all industrial enterprises felt the 
general pulse .first. The ans\ver to this question is: first. the silent 
and indefinable influence of the general public which through its 
rhan2:ed methods was demanding better things and greater respon­
sibilities of all who attempted to serve it; and second, a higher sense 
of responsibility on the part of the profession itself. It is true the 
advancement of knowledge, the discovery of ne\v facts of science, 
,, .. ere factors in so far as to increase the responsibilities, but it must 
be remembered that it was these discoveries in various fields and 
their applications that have led the vvorld into new ways o:f think­
ing. What, may I ask, \vould be the position of the medical profes-; 
sion if in face of all that has transpired during the past 25 years it 
had remained in its practice and training without change. The ans­
wer is too obvious to need formulating. I do not mean to say that 
the medical schools have been merely passive observers of the course 
of events and moved only as they \vere forced to move, they have 
gladly aided in this outward course and have deeply regretted that 
thev could not move faster. and it must be remembered that it is • 

only recently that liberal endowrnents have been made in support 
of medical education. and that university medical schools were just 
as poor as private schools, and that boards of regents were ready at 
any time to cut them off if they could not take care of themselves, 
or at least make a showing of reasonably large classes. 

We can look with some satisfaction on the condition of the med­
ical profession and feel that we are in a position to place ourselves 
alone: side with the progress the world is making in all directions. 
In view of the 'vonderful prog-ress which has been made within the 
period before mentioned. and in view of the history of the past, can 
we say that the period of intense activity is nearing its end, and that 
we can dimly see in the future a period of comparative rest and con­
servation 1 I think not. What the world outside of the medical pro­
fession may do I cannot say, but in the medical profession there are 
certain things that are distinctly on their way and their culmination 
is clearly in sight. The profession is to be united into a solid body. 
There is to be a uniformity in the requirements of state examining 
boards. There is to be a uniformity in the minimum m~rlical college 
entrance requirements. There is to be a uniformity in the minimum 
medical college graduation requirements. These things will not be 
accomplished by legislation directly, but through the irresistible 
force of public profession opinion. Spasmodic attempts at resist­
ance will be made, but those who make them will be overwhelmed 
~nd swallowed un. When what has happened is measured up aJ;J.d 
the forces estimatPd, that which is to come and how~ can be easily 
rt etermined. 

• 
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History of :{eokuk Medical College. 

In October 190~, the l(roknk ~[cdical College '\Ytts 1ner~ed \vith 
the College of ::\Iedicinc of Drake University. Follo,ving IS a br1ef 
history of this colle~e. 

The early history of the f(eoknk nicdical College. ~ollege of 
Physicians and 8ur geons, hnrks back to Indiana. rrhere in La Porte, 
'vas its cradle and birth. .At the end of a year the 'veak infant \vas 
taken to }ladison, Wisconsin. \\7 hcre it gained strength and became 
the medical departn1ent of the Wisconsin " tate UnlYersity. then an 
institution on the edge of civilization in the far 've:::,t. for this was -
before gold \Yas discovered in California: and about the time that 
Fremont was exploring the Rocky l\iountain country. 

In a year or t\vo, in 1 47, the 1nedical department at ~I adison 
decided to establish a branch at Davenport, and in 18-±8, only a year 
later, the branch became the 'vhole college, the college by this aruoe­
boid movement traveling across the l\Ii8sissippl River. Its name 
then was the lVIedical College of the Upper l\iississippi. the medical 
department of Wisconsin University, and it 'vas the first n1edical 
college \vest of the lVIississippi River. It has always been a pioneer 
in advancement, being also the first college in t he 1vorld to admit 
\vomen on the same ter:n1s as men. After a year at Davenport, 'vhich 
the minutes of the faculty nu~etings disclose as an unsatisfactory 
year, a committee 'vas appointed, say these ~a1ne minutes, to go and 
spy out the land in sea rch of a 111orc favorab le location for the pioneer 
medical institution. The coinln ittcc reported a few· n1onths later and 
r ecommended Keokuk as the b<lst plae0 for the nurture of the uledi­
cal college. The recom1nenda tion 'vas adopted at the sa1ne meeting 
at which it was present ed, and in 18±9, the college can1e to K eokuk, 
taking the name, The College of Physicians and Surgeons. K eokuk. 
The greatest force in it then wag Dr D. L. l\fcGue:in, 'vho had just 
come fron1 l\1ount Vernon, Ohio; he " 'as a scholarly scientist and 
literateur, with a breadth and depth of learnin g that woulcl make 
him famous today. He sent for his son-in-law, Dr. J . C. Hughes. who 
began as Demonstrator of ... \.nato my in the college, was soon after 
its Dean and its executive for manv :years. This man had wonderful . .. 
capacity to organize and conduct large affairs, and not only wrot e 
his name large in the medical history of the nation, but made the 
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college one of wide influence and high reputation. Upon his death, 
in the early eighties, his son , also Dr .J C. Hughes, became Dean and 
remained in that position until jnst before the amalgamation of the 
two Keokuk colleges, in 1899. 

In the meantime, certain changes in the status of the college oc­
curred. Soon after coming- to Keoknk. the legislature of Iowa made 
it the medical departn1ent of the State University of Iowa. and it 
was all of that Universitv at that time. In 1870, changes in the con-

• 

stitution of Iowa r equired that all the departments of the State Uni-

• 



112 

Yersity be located at one place. aud that place \vas of necessity \vhere 
other departments had been built up and \vere in operation. So the 
~ub-title of the 1Iedical Department of the State University was 
dropped by th1s college, the name College of Physicians and Sur­
geons, Keokuk, having never varied from its incorporation origin­
al] y. 

Early in its history it gradnated t\VO classes each year; but it 
kept constantly in the front rank of advancing medical education, 
lengthening its terms and increasing the number of courses before 
graduation, as the times changed to equal those of the most advanc­
ed schools in the country. And thus it kept upon its historic way 
nntil 1 99, just half a century from its arrival in Keokuk, after the 
journey from Indiana through Wisconsin and Davenport. 

In 1 90, the Keokuk 1\Iedical College was organized by men who 
had been successfully teaching in the College of Physicians and Sur­
geons Possessed of abundant capital, experience and energy, they 
'vere successful from the first, the year's enrollment being 1!3 stu­
dents. Of the incorporators of this college. Professors Jenkins and 
Scroggs are still1n the faculty. For a few years there \Vas the most 
intense rivalry and competition between the i'vo colleges in Keokuk, 
this competition resulting in the improvement of both. as well as in 
the fight for supremacy \vhich is now looked upon as only an inter­
esting reminiscence by those who \Vere its chief factors-and most 
of them \vere engaged in working for the resulting greater college, 
until its close at the present time. 

The Keokuk 11edical College flourished, to the great satisfaction 
of its faculty, students and alumni. constantly enlarging and improv­
ing. In 1899, diplomacy replaced more strenuous opposition. The 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 'vas then owned by l\Irs. Amanda 
T. Hughes. the \vido1-v of its real builder, the elder J. C. Hughes. the 
daughter of its first president, Dr. D L. 11cGngin, the 1nother of its 
later executive, the younger Dr. J. C. Hughes. A proposition that 
the Keokuk ~VIedical College buy the College of Physicians and Sur ­
geons 'vas considered and debated by the nvo institutions during the 
spring of 1899, and finally tern1s \vere fixed for the sale of the older 

• 

college to the corporation of the younger, and the combination of 
the two colleges under the nan1e, The Keokuk ::.viedical College, Col­
lege of Physicians and Surgeons. 

Drake and Keokuk Merging. 

At the close of the first year of the merging of the Drake Uni­
versity School of l\1edicine, and the Keokuk :Jledical School, Dr. D. 
S. Fairchild resigned as Dean and Dr W. W. Pearson was elected by 
the University to succeed him. Dr. Pearson was well fitted for the 
position. having high professional ideals and being a man of tmusual 
business sagacity and executive ability. Under Dr. Pearson's ad­
ministration the medical school made great advancement in effici-

• • 
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ency and promised to be one of the leading medical schools in the 
vVest. The only difficulty that appeared to be in the way was the 
want of money to maintain the departments as they had been organ­
ized by Dr. Pearson and as required by the evolution of medical 
teaching in the United States. 

Dr. Pearson and President Bell \vere united in the belief that 
if the medical school of Drake University could not reach a high 
degree of efficiency, it would be \VIse to close the institution. This 
sentiment was agTeed to by the faculty and after united effort -on 
the part of the Dnivflrsity, the faculty, and the city of Des :\Ioines, 
and after making some decided gains, it vvas felt that it would be 
impossible to finance the medical school in the years of the future, 
and therefore by resolution the University dissolved the Medical 
Department. 

A Brief History of The Formation of the Iowa St ate Board of Health. 

D. S. FAIRCHILD, M. D. 

At the Davenport meeting of the Iovva State ~Iedical Society, 
(1879) under the presidency of Dr. A. :LVI. Carpenter of Keokuk, the 
question of the organization of the State Board of Health came up 
in response to a recommendation made by President Carpenter in his 
address. Dr. Carpenter said • '.And here, with every encouragement 
which a dependent and enlightened people, and an influential medi­
cal body can offer, we entreat you to individual effort in behalf of 
the establishment of a Board of State Medicine, to let your spirit 
expand beyond the restricted limits of personal concerns and em­
brace within its scope a pure benevolence, a generous and self sacri­
ficing philanthropy. To say that you will passively submit to the 
stigma which an excusable apathy has entailed, is too derogatory 
to the char acter of your profession, too humbling to your pride as 
public spirited citizens of a growing commonwealth.'' 

.Alter he delivered this address, Dr. W. F. Peck moved that the 
address be referred to a Committee consisting of Drs. Robertson, 
Ransom, and Williamson, to report upon that part relating to the 
establishment of a State Medical Board, at 4 P. M. the next day. 
Dr . Peck's motion prevailed. In accordance 'vith this resolution, 
the Committee repor ted as follows:-

"The Committee to whom was referred the President's address 
beg leave to report that we fully endorse the sentiments of the paper, 
and in consideration of the importance of its suggestions we respect­
fully recommend that in-so-far as it refers to State 1\tledicine, the 
whole subject be referred to a special committee consisting .... mem­
ber~ whose duty it shall be to present to the State Legislature, at 
its next session, a bill to regulate the practice of medicine and surg­
ery. Also to provide for the registration of births and deaths; also 
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to urge upon the General Assembly the importance of the immediate 
organization of a State Board of Health.'' 

Signed by the Comnuttee: W. S. Robertson, H. B. Ransom, J. 
Williamson. 

It appears that at some previous meeting a Committee on State 
Board of Health had been appointed, and on the second day of the 
1879 n1eeting, the Comm1ttee reported as follows:-

(Your Comm1ttee on Sta tc Board of Health would respectfully 
report that they caused to be presented to the last Legislature a bill 
for the establishment of a State Board of Health, similar to the Wis­
consin law. It met ·w1th no encouragement and but little favor in 
the Legislature. 

Your committee thjnk that a little information on the subject 
published by authority of the State Society, and for use of the mem­
bers of the next Legislature, and a continued effort on the part of 
the Society will ultimately succeed.'' 

A. M. Carpenter, 8. B. 'l'hrall, J. J. ~I. .A.ngear, Committee. 
The matter of securing State Board of Health legislation bad 

been discussed at various t1mes before the Society before any defi­
nite steps were taken to secure such legislation. 

At the meeting of the State Society in January 1876, Dr. P. J. 
Farnsworth of Clinton, read a paper entitled ·'The Relation of the 
State to Sanitary Science", 'vhich was devoted largely to the ad­
vantages of public health, study, and the advantages which ·would 
accrue to the state through the organization of a State Board. 

Dr. Henry Ristine of Cedar Rapids in his Presidential Address 
delivered Jan. 30th, 1878, brought forvvard in the strongest manner, 
the advantages of a State Board of Health to the state and the gen­
eral public, and laid before the Society the duties of the profession 
in urging the passage of such legislation. 

June 51)1, 1879, Dr. Ilollida.y of Burlington, made a motion that 
a committee be appointed to secure, if possible next winter, legislat­
ion relative to the practice of medicine in the state, and the estab­
lishment of a State Board of Health. The motion was laid on the 
table. 

At the morning session of the second day of the 1880 meeting 
of the State Society at Des l.VIoines, Dr. W. S. Robertson, Chairman 
of the Committee on State Medicine, made the following report:-

"Your committee respectfully report that soon after their ap­
pointment they began the task of collecting material from which to 
prepare a ''draft'' for a law creating a ''State Board of Health'' for 
Iowa. The '' health laws'' of several States of the Union were ex­
amined and placed under contribution for the necessities of our com­
monwealth. After a comparison of notes, comments and suggestions 
from the members of the committee a ''draft'' was consummated. 
Desiring to profit by the errors and experiences of those who had 
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long studied and carefully observed the practical operation of health 
la 'vs, the chairman of your committee corresponded \vith that n1ost 
accomplished sanitarian, Dr. John H. Rauch, Secretary of the Board 
of Health of the tate of Illinois, asking him to arrange a meetmg in 
the city of Chicago (at as early a date as practicable) \vith this com-

. mittee, for the purpose of conference regarding our Draft of a llealth 
La\v, as well as a Draft of a Bill regulatino· the practice of :\Ied.icine 
in the State of Io\va. Although at Cairo, busily superintending the 
sanitation of that port, the Doctor met us In Uh1cago, September 11, 
1879, and with the committee spent an ent1re day in the exam1nation 
of our bills. Some doubt had been entertained by members o.f the 
committee as to the propriety or necessity of such an extent of de­
tail in the executive management of the '~Health La'v' ', but Dr. 
Rauch very unqualifiedly advised their retention, for reasons \Vhich, 
to the committee, seemed sufficient and pertinent. The ' ·Draft Regu­
lating the Practice of :J1edicine'' received equal considerat1on and 
was pronounced an efficient and well worded law. 

Within a few days a paper entitled ''The Regulation of L\Iedical 
Practice by State Boards of Health, as exemplified by the execution 
of the law in Illinois, by H. A. Johnson, 1\I. D. of Illinois,'' has fallen 
into our hands; and it \Vas thought by parties Interested in our work 
that this would, if properly cir.culated, prove of immense benefit in 
throwing light upon the general subject of such legislation, thus ad­
vancing the interests of our bills. Your chairman failing to procure 
copies sufficient for our purpose, and not having time to confer with 
other members of the committee, (and with the consent of the au­
thor) assumed the responsibility of having a reprint made of the 
paper, and ordered for our use t\vo hundred and fifty copies. 

During December last a committee from the Hahnamann Medi­
cal Society of this State met and prepared a ·'Draft of a IIealth TJa 'v 
and Medical Practice Act" in one bill. The chairman of your com­
mittee was invited to meet that committee and was asked 'vhether 
our committee \Vould co-operate with theirs in the prosecutiou of 
the sanitary work; saying that they had in the main adopted our 
bill. I replied that so far as I was individually concerned I thought 
it the duty of every philanthropist to do all in his power for the ~ood 
of the masses, and \vould say for myself (and I doubted not for n1y 
associates and this society) that we would work side by side in any 
movement which \vould give us an efficient sanitation and an oper­
ative medical practice act. I am happy to say that my associates 
concur in favoring this consolidation. In furtherance of this move­
ment the two committees had a joint conference in this city January 
28, 1880, which has resulted in the concurrence of the two commit­
tees as to the bills to be presented to the General Assembly and add­
lng to our prospects of success another ele1nent of influence. 

Other medical organizations within the State (perhaps over-
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lookmg, or not being adYised of the action of this ociety in this 
matter at its last session ) have also moved in th1s \vork, and one at 
least has prepared a draft of a health la·w, a copy of 'vhich has been 
sent to different quarters of the State, and w·hose committ ee asked 
the co-operation of the profession for its enactment; but since this 
society has initiated the n1ovement, and inasmuch as those gentle­
nien have a mutual 1nterest in our State organization, It is hoped that 
they may deem it a pleasure to use their influence with us in this 
more gener al and widely extended effort of sanitary progress, be­
lievmg that such co-operation 'vill best secure t he desired r esults. 

The resolution creating this conunittee assigned to them the duty 
of carrying on this \vork to completion, and they have thus far en­
deavored to faithfully perfor1n their trust. Further details are ar­
ranged for future action, and 'vhile your committee are doing all 
they can to carry out your order, and 'vith encouragin g prospects of 
success, we ask of you organie and individual support and co-oper­
ation, that our past and prospective labors may be crowned with 
ultimate success." 

Respectfully sub1nitted, W. S. Robertson, G. M. Staples, S. B. 
Thrall, Committee. 

The following is the la,\- relating to Public Health in force in 
Io,va, as compiled from the Code of Io·wa, 1873. 

"Sec. 4037. p. 629. If any person fraudulently adulterate, for 
the purpose of sale, any drugs or medicine in such mann.er as to les­
sen the efficiency or change the operation of such drug or medicine, 
or to make them injurious to health, or sell them knowing that they 
are thus adulterated, he shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding one year , or by fine not exceeding Cive 
hundred dollars; and sur h drugs and medicines shall be forfeited 
and destroyed.'' 

" Sec. 4038. If any apothecary, druggist, or other person sell 
and deliver any arsenic, rorros1ve sublin1ate, prussic acid, or any 
poisonous liquid or substance, 'vithout having the vvord "poison" 
and the true name thereof ·written or pnnted upon a label attached 
to the vial, box or parcel containing the same, he sl1all be punished 
by imprisonment in the county jail not more than thirty days, or by 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. Any per son who may dis­
pose of at r etail any poisonous substance or liquid to any one for the 
purpose is r equired to enter in a book, to be kept by such apothe­
cary, druggist, or other person so disposing, the name of the poison, 
when bought, by vvhom, and for what purpose; and if the person 
who calls for such poison is not personally known to the vendor, 
then such person shall be identified by son1e one known to the ven-
dor, whose name shall also be entered in such book. Any failure to · 
comply ·with the requirem~nts of this provision shall subject the 
party so failing t o imprisonment in the county jail, not more than 
thirty days, or to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.'' 

• 
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cc Sec. 4039. If any person inoculate himself or any other per­
son, or suffer himself to be inoculated \vith the smallpox, ·w1thin this 

tate, or co1ne \vith1n this State 'vith the intent to cause the preval­
ence or spread of th1s Infectious disra~e. he shall be pnn1shcd by im­
prisonment in the penitentiary not more than three years, or by fine 
not exceeding one thousand clollnr~ and i1nprisonment 1n the county 
jail not exceeding one year.'' 

Up to this time the foregoing 'vas all on our statute books re­
lating to public health in the state of Io,vn and it 1vas through the 
persistent efforts of the state and auxiliary soc1eties that the pro­
fession finally succeeded in getting a bill through the Legislature. 

On the 26th daty of :\larch, 1880, a bill creating the Iowa State 
Board o£ H ealth was approved by the Governor. and on the 23rd day 
of ApriL 1 0. the Governor cotnmissionecl the follo\ving persons to 
constitute the State Board of Health:-

William . Robertson, l\f D., lVIuscatine. 
Phillip W. Lewellen, l\L D , Clarinda. 
Wilmot H. Dickinson, l\L D., Des l\1oines. 
H enry H. Clark, 1\L D., lVIcGregor. 
Justin l\1. HulL l\L D., Lake :Jiills. 
Ephraim lVL Reynolds, l\I. D., Centerville. 
George F. Roberts, }f. D , Waterloo. 
J ames L. Loring, Civil Engineer, Dallas Center. 
John F. McJunkin, Attorney GeneraL Washington. 

The first meeting of tb e State Board was held at the tate-house 
in Des Moines. 1fay 5, 1880. The following members \YPre present: 
Dr. W. S. Robertson. Dr. P. W Lewellen, Dr W. H. Dickinson, Dr. 
H. H. Clarke, Dr. J M. Hull, Dr. E. 1I. Reynolds, Dr. G. F. Roberts, 
J. F. McJunkin, Attorney-General, and J an1es L. Loring, Civil En-

• g1neer. 

A temporary organjzation ,,~as perfected by the election of Dr. 
Lewellen, Chairman. and Dr. Roberts, Secretary, 'vheu the following 
persons were elected permanent officers~ 

President-W. S. Robertson, 1\L D. 
Vice President, pro tern-W. H. Dickinson, l\L D. 
Secretary-L. F. Andre,vs. 

In June 1 81, ~Ir ~T. F :\IcJunkin 'vas succeeded by Smith :Jic­
Pherson, Attorney-General, and on Ma~r 5th, 1881. L. F. Andrews was 
succeeded by D~. J. F. Farquarson of Davenport. 
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A Short History of the State Board of Health. 

GUILFORD H. l-~I:\"ER, l\i. D., Secretary-Executive Officer. 

Des :.Vloines. 

'l'he first knowledge 'vhich I have relative to the formation of 
The tate Board of Health, I learned through Dr. W. . Robertson, 
'vhilc I 'vas a student in the lV[edical Department of the Iowa tate 
University. Dr. \Y. S. Robertson \vas the first President 'vith whom 
I had any acquaintance. The next President with \vhom I had a 
familiar acquaintance 1vas my preceptor, Dr. J. C. Shrader, then a 
professor in the 1\riedical Department of the State University, as was 
Dr. W. S. Robertson. Thec:;e two men \vere giants in their work, both 
as practitioners and as 1nembers of the State Board of Health. 

I learned much of these men and their work by 1ny intimate as­
c:;ocia tion with them. Both were personal friends of mine in my stu­
dent life in the 1\riedical Department of the State University, and 
both helped me wonderfully in my work when I began the practice 
of medicine. I mention these men more particularly because of my 
intimate association with them as a practitioner of medicine and a 
health officer. 

I cannot enter into details by mentioning all of the different 
members connected with the State Board of Health. but I cannot 
pass the name of Dr. J. F. Kennedy, who for many years was the 
efficient Secretary of the Iowa State Board of Health. Dr. Kennedy 
was a scholar in every sense of the word. both as a literary man and 
a medical practitioner. I had an intimate association with Dr. Ken­
nedy during my early service as Health Officer of the city of Water­
loo. In my visits to the State Board of Health office I always ob­
tained excellent advice from Dr. Kennedy and he was always genial 
and pleasant to meet. Dr. Robertson, Dr Shrader, and Dr. Kennedy 
\vere all good physicians and all served in the Union army and were 
good soldiers. T would gladly go into detail and mention all of the 
natncs of men connected with the State Board of IIealth in the past, 
but it vvould make this article too lengthy and would be only full 
of details without furnishing very much information. 

:Th-fy first knowledg;e of the formation of the State Board of 
Health leads me to begin with the year 1880. At that time the State 
Board of Health was organized, and the membership of the Board 
\vas as follows, and continued until the 35th General Assembly. 

There wer e seven physicians, and a civil engineer, appointed by 
the Governor, one being appointed each year and each one serving 
seven years. The Attorney-General and the State Veterinarian were 
nlso members of the Board. Among the physicians of the Board at 
that time there were four Regulars, two Homeopaths, and one Eclec­
tic. For the purpose of proper representation, the State was divided 
into eight health districts. 

• 
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Under this arrangement each district remained unrepresnted 
for one year after its representative had served h1s seven year term, 
and so it \Vas that there ·were eight health districts and only seven 
physicians on the Board at any one time. It 'vas intended that the 
same sectarian division of the Board n1ernbers should b(l maintained, 
and accordingly each ne"' appointee 'vas selected fron1 the same 
school of practice as the last r etiring member. 

The ecretary \vas elect ed by the Board and was not a member 
of the Board. The 1 ecretary had no executive authority 'vhatever 
and had no power to do anything under the law, except he -vvas di­
rected by the State Board of Health in session. 

The annual appropriation for State Board of Health purposes 
has always been the san1e and 1s the same to-day. The annual ap­
propriation for State Board of Health work was $5.000 and out of 
this \vas paid the salary of the Secretary. as it is to-day. All office 
and general expenses had to be paid with this appropriation. The 
Board members received only their actual expenses -vvhen attending 
meetings or serving the State in an official capacity. Of course the 
physician members of the State Board of Health constituted the 
State Board of l\Iedical Examiners, for the purpose of conducting 
examinations for physicians "\vho desired to come into Io,va to prac­
tice medicine. These phy~icians received, each of them. the sum of 
$8 per day and expenses for such work, and this plan existed up to 
the change of the law, which was made by the 35th General Assembly. 

The functions of the Board 'vere numerous and varied. The work 
of the Board was to exercise general supervision over the health 
matters of the state, to make regulations governing the n1anagen1ent 
of dangerous diseases and to make suggestions relative to health 
regulations. 

As medicine advanced and laboratory experiments w·ere made, it 
became evident that it was necessary in making diagnoses of certain 
diseases, such as diphtheria, and typhoid fever, that a public health 
laboratory be established, and this \vas done by the leg1slature which 
established a State Board of Health Laboratory in one of the Uni­
versity buildings, and the law made the Professor of Bact~riolog;y 
and Pathology the director of the same. Dr. llenry Albert, the effi­
cient Professor of Bacteriolo~y and Pathology of the College of 1VIed­
icine at Iowa City. has held the position since 1ts establishment. In 
this laboratorv were made and are made at the present time bacteri­
ological examinations for the dia~nosis of diphtheria, typhoid fever, 
tuberculosis, hydrophobia and other d1seases; patients who have 
been bitten by rabid animals arc treated here by the Pasteur method, 
free of charge. 

All examinations in the State Board of Health laboratorv at • 

Iowa City are made free to the physicians, cities and others of the 
State. We will not attempt to gi,Te the many thousands of examina-

• 
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t1ons which have been made during the past years in this laboratory. 
The annual appropriation for the support of th1s laboratory is $6,000 
a year, \vhich is used to pay the expenses of the laboratory. 

There is connected ·with the State Board of Health a Vital Sta­
tistics Deartment, of which the Secretary of the Board 1s the Regis­
trar. For this service the Secretary rcce1ves no compensation. There 
are other departments connected \Vith the State Board of Health, of 
which the Secretary of the State Board of Health is the Secretary of 
each of these departments in the same manner as he is the Registrar 
of Vital Stat1stics. The departments are and have been for years, 
State Board of .l\iedical Examiners, State Board of Embalmers Ex­
aminers, State Board of 1 rurses FJxam1ners, and State Board of Op­
tometry Exam1ners. All of these departn1ents are separate and dis· 
tinct from the State Board of Ifealth and are not supported by any 
appropriations from the State . . A.ll of these last mentioned are sup· 
ported by fees, and the la1v provides that no money shall be ex .. 
pended in excess of the fees rereived. This \vas and is a wise pro­
vision of the la\v, s1nce there could be no other method, as provided 
by law, for paying expenses except the resources 'vhich were cre­
ated by the collection of fees whieh \vas prov1ded for by la\v It w1ll 
therefore be seen that if any n1oney \Vas expended beyond the fees 
collected, then such bills could not be paid, for the la\v provided no 
funds except the fees. These fees collected were all paid in to the 
State Treasurer and all accounts \Vere itemized, certified, and veri­
fied, and audited before payment could be made. All accounts oi 
·whatsoever character since I caine into this office have been audited 
by the Executive Counc1l, composed of the Governor, Secretary of 
State, Auditor of State, and Treasurer of State, and all fees were 
handled and are being handled in the same manner as appropriations 
made by the State legislature. 

It is here to be observed by any one acquainted with the law that 
all appropriations and fees have been handled exactly alike, and at 
no time during 1ny term as Secr(ltary have I been allo\ved the expen­
diture of any money beyond the appropriations or the fees collected, 
and I n1ean by this that the members of the Executive Council were 
1nade acquainted at all times 'vith the conditions existing in the 
State Board of Health office in order that there might be a wise ex­
penditure of money. All bills are audited by the Executive Council, 
hence there is no opportunity in t.he State Board of Health Office to 
nse money in any other than a legitimate way. 

All matters pertaining to the transportation and disposition of 
dead bodies are under the snpcrvision of the Board of Health, and 
besides issuing certificates to physicians, as a Board of Medical Ex-

·' am1ners, the Board of Health is charged with the examination and 
licensing of Embalmers The Recr~tary of the Board and two Board 
members together with two licensed embalmers comprise the Em-
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balmers Examining Board, which Board conducts all examinationi 

for embalmers and issues to them licenses. 
The Secretary and one Board member, appointed by the Govern­

or, together with three registered Optometrists, serve as the Opto­

metry Examining Board, 'vhich Board conduct all examinations re­
lating to the fitting and adjusting of eye glasses. 

The Secretary and t1vo Board members, together with two reg­
istered nurses, comp11se the Nnrses Examinmg Board, for the regis­
tration of trained nurses. In addition the Board of H ealth establishes 
the standard of Nurses' Training Schools and gives official recogni­
tion to such schools as meet the requirements. All Nurses' certificates 
are issued by the State Board of Health, after examinations have 
been held. 

The Board inspects all Maternity Homes in the State and grants 
permits to such as meet the requirements. The Board also maintains 
and keeps a supervision over these Maternity Homes, for the purpose 
of having them all conducted 1n accordance with the Maternity Home 
law. 

The Board makes rules and regulations regarding the inspection 
of petroleum products and prescribes apparatus for testing and using 
these products. The oil inspectors, however, are appointed and re­
moved by the Governor . 

• 

It must be observed that the I owa State Board of Health covers 
a very wide and important field, and it is to be observed that a large 
part of the work is very technical and important, and as has been 
said, the physicians of the Board of Health are charged with all med­
ical examinations and it is the duty of the Board to control and reg­
ulate the practice of medicine in the State, to examine all applicants 
for license to practice, to r evoke licenses for cause, and to establish 
a standard for medical schools. 

Under the law the Board of Examiners is allowed to establish re­
ciprocal relations with Boards of other States, and to license appli­
cants to practice in Io\va 1vithout examination, provided they have 
been licensed in the State from which they come. This privilege may 
only be granted to applicants coming from states which recognize 
Iowa licenses in like manner. The establishing of r eciprocity with 
other states is a matter of some difficulty and a great amount of 
detail, and depends upon the maintaining of the high standard of 
requirements of the Iowa Board. 

Iowa physicians desiring to change their locations may enter the 
following states without submitting to an examination, in the follow-
• 1ng manner: 

The Iowa State Board o E Medical Examjners (Phvsicians of the 
" 

State Board of Health ) issues two forms of reciprocal certificates: 
Reciprocity-A and Reciprocity-B. 
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Reciprocity ''A''. 

Upon the basis of a ·written examination in all the subjects re· 
quired by this Board by a State Examining Board having r eciprocal 
relations with the Iowa Board; provided, the applicant was a grad­
uate of a medical college recognized by the Iowa State Board of Med­
ical Examiners as in good standing upon the date of sa1d graduation, 
and that the general average attained by the applicant at said exam­
ination was not below 75 per cent. 

The Iowa Board places no limitations as to date of examination, 
but if the state issuing the certificate upon which reClprocity is 
asked limits r eciprocal agr eements to certificates issued upon the 
examination held subsequent to a special date the same limitation 
shall be imposed upon its licentiates applying for recognition by 
the Iowa Board. 

The following states have been admitted under reciprocity-A 
only: 

Colorado, Delaware, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Virginia, Wyoming. 

Reciprocity ''B' '. 

Upon a certificate issued by another state holding reciprocal re­
lations with Iowa upon the basis of a diploma without examination; 
provided, that the diploma was issued prior to January J, 1899, by 
a medical college entitled to r ecognition by the Iowa State Board of 
J\IIedical Examiners on the date said diploma was issued. 

The following states have been admitted under both Reciprocity­
A and Reciprocity-B: 

Geor gia, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Wisconsin, Michi­
gan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, ~ew Hampshire, Nevada, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Utah, West Virginia. 

Graduates of Osteopathic Schools are examined by the Board of 
Medical Examiners in Anatomy, Physiology, Chemistry, Histology, 
Pathology, Gynecology and Obstetrics, at the same time, in the same 
manner, and upon the same questions, as graduates of medical col­
leges and are licensed by the Board upon attaining a general average 
of 75 per cent. or above. 

A very important department of the State Board of H ealth is 
the Antitoxin Department, vvhicb has saved not only hundreds of 
lives, but has saved to the people of Iowa many thousands of dollars. 
The Board r ealizing that the h1gh price of diphtheria antitoxin 
($7.50 a dose) was preventing its use and thus favoring the spread 
of diphtheria, made al'rangements with the Dr. H. M. Alexander & 
Co., of Marietta, Pa., to furnish antitoxin of the highest quality to 
the· Board for $2.25 a dose instead of $7 .50. This is done through 
local distributors, appointed by the Board. Ther e are 250 stations 
scattered all over Iowa, where State Board of Health Antitoxin can 
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be precured at lowest rates. Remittances are made by the distribu­
tors to the H. l\L Alexander & Co., and the Board is required to keep 
thine.-s in order and to maintain a central depot and ~upply emer­
gency demand. The state need only to provide an extra clerk to keep 
this plan going. 

In order that the people of Io,va may kno·w something of this 
one department, I desire to embody in this article the follo,Ying 
statement of fact: 

Diphthena. 
• 

Amount of money saved to the people of Iowa by the Iowa State 
Board of Health, through its antitoxin stations, vvhich are 250 in 
number, and where Io,va State Board of Health Antitoxin has been 
distributed during the past four years. This not only represents mon­
ey saved. to the people of Io,va, but represents hundreds of lives 
saved from the destructive disease, Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria Antitoxin. 

Nurn her of Packages Used in Four Years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,258 
Amount Actually Paid for Same . . ................... $11,526.75 
Cost if Furnished at Regular Prices . . . . . . .. .......... $38,422.50 
Amount Saved to the People Who Used Iowa State Board 

of Health Antitoxin . . . . . . . .................... $26,895.75 
Number of Packages Sent Out on Emergency Orders from 

State Boa.rd of Health Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,415 
Amount Paid for Same . ........ ........ .. ............. $4,555.35 
Cost if Furnished at Regular Price . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,184.50 
Amount Saved to the People on Antitoxin Sent from State 

Board of Health Office on Emergency Orders . .... $10,629.15 

The Antitoxin furnished by the Iovva State Board of Health, 
• 

was prepared under United States governtnent license issued to the 
Dr. H. M. Alexander & Co., :Th1arietta, Pa. 

The above figures are taken directly from the books and show 
the amount actually saved to the people of Iowa. 

It should be observed in t his connection that the money saved 
to the people of Io''' a by the Iowa State Board of Health has not 
only been a financial saving- but hundreds of lives have been saved 
whose value and usefulness to our state and people cannot be meas~ 
ured with a money value. 

One of the purposes of the State Board of Health as stated in 
the Code is to disseminate knowledge of hygiene and to suggest 
fu.l ther necessary legislation. The Board has tried to do at all times 
and has ever been r eady and anxious to help the legislature in pro­
moting the health and happiness of the people. 

We have thus outlined in a brief way some of the history and a 
part of the work which the State Board of H ealth has tried to do. 
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We no\v come to the 35th General ... ..\.ssembly, 'vhich enacted a new 
ection of the Board of IIealth la\v ection 2564 of the Code Sunple­

ment \vas repealed and Chapter 207. cts of the 33th General Assem­
bly, 'vas enacted in lieu thereof This ne'v la'v of the 35th G. A. obHt­
erated the Health District plan, and IH'OVIded that the Governor, Sec­
retary of State, Auditor of State. and 'rrrasurer of tate should all 
become Ex-Officio lVIembers of the State Board of Health, and all 
funds of whatsoever kind or character \vhich had been n1ade hereto­
fore to the State Board of Health. or 'vhich shall be mane hereafter 
'vere to be expended under the supervision and sanction of the Exec­
ntive Council, and not under the supervision of the tate Board of 
Health, as heretofore. This ne\v law makes the Governor, the Secre­
tary of State. and the Auditor of State to be an appointing Board, 
:tnd the Secretary· of the Executive Council is the Secretary thereof. 
This Appointing Board appoints five members of the Boards, compos­
ed of a Sanitary Engineer and four physicians. Of the five members 
who are thus appointed not more than three of whom shall belong to 
the same political party, and of the four physicians not more than 
two of whom shall belong to the same school of practice. It will thus 
be seen that the State Board of Health is not only a non-partisan 
Board but the Board is not predominated by any particular school of 
medicine, as the four physiCians now connected with the State Board 
of Health as members are composed as follows: t'vo physicians be­
long to the regular school of practice ; one is a homeopathic member 
and one is an eclectic member. thus all of the schools of medicine 
are represented as provided by law. 

Of the five men1bers composing the Board, three of 'vhom are 
Republicans and two are Democrats. The office has been and is be­
ing conducted on a purely non-partisan basis. The employees and 
all connected with the office feel it their duty to work for the • 

whole state and all of the people all of the time. No politics whatever 
is found in the State Board of Health office. and there is not a polit­
ical appointment connected with the office or its service in any man­
ner whatever. All parties and all creeds and all colors are treated ex­
actly alike when transacting· business with the State Board of Health. 

The new plan of organization we believe to be the most perfect 
of any with which we are acquainted, for the reason that when the 
Board of Health is not in ~ession the Secretary. by law, is the StatP 
Health Commissioner and the Executive Officer of the Board, and has 
full power to act in the same manner as the Board would have when 
in session. This plan allows the Governor, Secretary of State, Audi­
tor of State, Treasurer of State, the physicians of the Board, and 
the Sanitary Engineer to all come together and outline public health 
work, then when the Board adjourns, the Secretary becomes the Ex­
ecutive Officer of the Board. 

Another advantage is given in the new law over the old law 
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that an efficient n1e1nber may be re-appointed, which could not haYe 
been done under the old la'v ..... \ 1nember can also be appointed from 
any part of the State "\vhich may be thought best by the Board of 
.A.ppointn1ent. Th1s very efficient law "\Yas prepared by the commit­
trrs on public health and 'vas 1ntroduced in the le~islature as a rom­
nli ttee bill. After it has been discussed thoroughly in both commlt­
tcrs, the IIouse of Representatives and the Senate, for a number of 
\veeks, the bill 'vas almost unanin1onsly passed by the legislature. 

·ender this ne"\v law the Sanitary Engineer and the Secretary 
haYe been working together harn1oniously to bring about better con­
ditions in the State relative to a pure \Vater supply and the proper 
disposal of sewage and night-soil. and during the last t"\vo Legisla­
tures bills have been introduced in the Legislature asking for help 
in the matter of the pollution of streams, and no city bas been per­
nlitted, \vben putting in a new se\verage system ,to pass its sewage 
into any stream without first making arrangements for purifying the 
se,vage before being allo,ved to pass into any stream. A large num­
ber of the cities and to,-vns of Iowa were permitted to empty their 
se,vage into the streams many vears ago, and these systems have been 
enlarged until more sewage has been emptied into our streams, and 
the State Board of Health had not the n1eans at hand, neither had it 
the help to make a complete sanitary survey of the state; but a 
large number of cities and towns have been surveyed and recommen­
dations have been made to these cities relative to the establishing 
of their "\Vater 'vorks systems and their sewerage systems. This has not 
been done so extensively as the Board has desired. but progress has 
been made. and a complete supervision has been in operation under 
this new law. Conferences have been held in the State Board of 
Health office at which the Governor and members of the Executive 
Council were present, and the Board feels that there has been a 
steady progress all alon g the line of pnblic health work in Iowa. 

Under the Board's dirf'ction, BnllEltins have been issued on a11 of 
the v~rious topics which have related to all of the contagious and 
inff'ctious diseases and the means of preventing their spread. The 
Bulletins have treated specially such subjects as Smallpox; The lJn­
suspccted but Dangerously Tuberculous Cow; Typhoid Fever-What 
Causes the Disease and How It i\1ay Be Prevented; Save the Babies; 
Infant Mortality-Vital Statistics; Clean Bakeries and Restaurant 
Kitchens-Death Lurks in Dirty Food; Preventive Medicine-The 
Pla~ue and Leper Rat~ The Public Drinking Cup; The Diphtheria 
Carrier; What the Mayor and City Council Can Do in the Prevention 
of Typhoid Fever; A Method of Preventing Smallpox, Pellagra; 
The Septic Disposal of Sewage and Night Soil; Conservation; Pneu­
monia; Tuberculosis; Rural Sanitation; Special Instructions Relat­
ing to Infantile Paralysis and Its Prevention; an Embalmers' Bulle-

tin, vvith complete instructions relative to the proper disposal of the 
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dead; Fumigation and Disinfection of Houses and Public Buildings, 
a complete guide for the use of Nurses and Hospitals. 

The above are but a fe,v of the very many topics that have been 
handled and literature sent out all over the state. Hundreds of ex­
tra copies have been distributed an1ong the schoDls, and public health 
and hvgiene have been taught. · 

T.he ne'v Board feels that 1ts work is but jnst begun and its pur­
pose is to improve and improve, and improve. At the present time 
the State Board of Health is work1ng for a better and a purer 'vater 
supply and is working to that end. The Board has become thoroughly 
convinced that at the present time there is as much danger in a pol­
lution of the soil by the use of the common privy as there is danger 
in the poilu tion of our streams. 

It is to be seen with the present formation of the Board as out­
lined by the last Legislature that we are progressing along right 
lines, and it should be observed that the new Board has only been in 
operation, at this writing, just 17 months, and of course the people 
of our state certainly do not expect us to accomplish every thing in 
this short time. We hope that the coming Legislature and the people 
of our State will give the State Board of Health a sufficient appro­
priation in order that more work and better work may be done. In 
concluding this brief outline I wish to state that we have only spoken 
of the old Board under the district plan and the \vork of the new 
Board under the general or state plan, and it is believed that the 
present plan will work out more and better results in public health 
work in Iowa than any other plan which has ever been promulgated 
heretofore. What 1ve need now is a larger appropriation, in order 
that the Board may expand and do more and better work. 

With all funds \Yhich are appropriated for State Board of Health 
purposes in the hands of the Governor, Serretary of State, Auditor 
of State, and Treasurer of State, there can be no mistake made in 
nny of th(l \Vf'rk, as the members of the Executive Council sit at the 
c:;essions of the State Board of Health and become thoroughly ac­
quainted 'vith the 'vork of the Board. The Governor of the Stat~ 
keeps a very close tah on the \vork of all the departtnents, and \Ve 
feel glad to consult 'vith him, as the chief head of the State Govern-
ment, relative to all of the work which the State Board of Health 
Jhas done in thr past and is now doing . 
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