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More thai1 w rds can say ... 



Thursday June 19, zoos FRIDAY- DAY 0 NE Page 2A 

Friday, June 13, 2008- Sandbagging efforts begin 
along Highway 99 west of Oakville. Hundreds show 
up to assist while nearby residents are put on alert. 



Thursday june 19, 2008 SATURDAY- DAY TWO 

Saturday, June 14, 2008- Oakville Residents brace for the 
levee break as volunteers gather to sandbag, including 
members of the A postolic Church who turn up in hundreds 
by bus loads from Illinois, Minnesota, and Indiana to assist. 
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ThursctayJune 19,2oos SUNDAY- DAY THREE Page 4A 

Sunday, June 15, 2008- Locals survey devastation 
caused by the levee break. An emergency shelter 
point is set up at the Apostolic Church, which feeds 
several thousand while sanbagging efforts continue. 

----------- - -- - --- _ __...__ ____________ ..... 



ThursctayJune l 9,2oos MONDAY- DAY FOUR Page SA 

·Monday, June 16, 2008- Sandbaggers converge where 
the big ditch and Mississippi River join in hopes of 
preventing one of the worst disasters in Iowa history. 



ThursctayJune19,2oos TUESDAY- DAY FIVE Page6A 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008- Flood waters extend from 
the Mediapolis turnoff all the way north, closing 
down the Apostolic Church, forcing the emer­
gency base to relocate south to Strawberry Point. 



Thursday june 19, 2008 

Kuntzes' Move to Safety 
Is Typical of Many 

By Betty Massner 
Until th i~ week. Bob and Edra Kuntz and their son_ and daugh· 

tcrs- in-law, Chad and Natalie and Trent and Laura, all li\,ed 
e<ll>t of Highway 99 in an area knQwn a~ The Bonom. Now, 
de.-.pitc the effom ofthou\ands of volunteer; who for day!> tire­
lessly sandbagged the Iowa Ri ... ·cr \evee,the Oakville levee west 
of Oakville fa iled. and their homes arc under water 

All of the Kuntz home.-, had been in either the Kuntz family 
or in the daughter\- in- law.-,· familic' for gencrationo;. Bob 
Ku mz's great grandfather built Bob and Edr.l\ hoU' .. c. and if 
one counts 1hcir grnndchildrcn, five genermion'> of Kuntze~ have 
li .. ·ed there. Chad and Natalie live in thC home which belonged 
to Natalie'.-, grandparent\, and Trcm and Laura live where 
Laura's grandparent<; lived. Necdlc<;s to say, all feel they have 
lost a very large pan of their family heritage 

The Kumz family h one of hundreds that experienced the 
devastation cau~ed by the flood. and their stories and feelings 
(\loh1ch follow) are typical of what happened to many during 
the wed.. of June 9 through June 15 

On Monday. Edra Kunt1 'd)"'~ <,he and Bob knew they would 
probably have to move. and on Tuesday Edra. with the help of 
her ~ister-in-law Roletta Ger-.t, began to pack up items from 
her china clo\et On Wednc\day she called her sister Lois 
Bucher, who live~ mlllmois,to ask if o;he and her husband Gary 
could come to help, and they d1d came on Wednesday afler­
noon. Aho. on Wednesday. Edra emailed friends ~he usually 
~,ray., in touch with to tell them she wouldn't be available on 
line for a while . She "aY" .,everal friends called immediately 
and came to help . Al\o, Bob C"alled a cous in in Morton. IL to 
sec if he could help, and not only did he respond, but brought 
along three other people. 

On Tuc~day. Edra recall" o;he got boxes and tape from 
Ha\lo l..cye Group. She \ay\ they were tree and that, Ill fact, that 
company g.tve boxe~ and tape to anyone who needed them. Soon 
Lowe-. and McrJJrd\ al.,o began to donate, and supplies from all 
three compantes were given out at several distribution points 
around the area 

1)n Wedne\day. Bob and Edr.t~,~,oere Jble to mo\e to a rented 
hou'e in Med1apoli ... On Thursday. Bob fini.,hed mo' ing ma­
~.:hmery unto the bluff we\t ol H1ghway 99. The KuntZe\ have 
hn~'· and 150 ol the'e were ready for market \O they ~,~,oere <,old 
Ho\loever. 260 remamed. and Bob is so grateful to Bill Fortin. 
who not only volunteered the u'e of hh hog building ~uth of 
OJ.n\·ille. but C\Cn ~.:arne to haul them . Abo, Fortin will be cu<,* 
tom tee<.ltng them. '0 Bob doe.,n't have to worry about that 

011lC hi~ U\loll b~uc .. were \Omewhat in order. Bob immedi* 
atdy went to workhclping other. get ready to move 

Edra explained they couldn't help either of their ~om," fami­
lil"., or re~.:c•vc help !tom them because they were also in the 
prrx:es~ ol gl"lting ready to move . She say~ she can "t say enough 
about the r.:ommun1ty. "'People JU\t came. o;ome of whom I didn ' t 
C\"CH 1-nu". We .tre so appreciative!" 

Natah<: KuntL rc~.:alh her first inkling that something might 
be v.n.ong ,x .. urreJ nn Monday. '" I wasn't even think ing about 
11; I h. tliJmted ;• ,Jtlmbcr pany for my daughter 's birthday Sun* 
day mght. tnd I Mill had girb at my hou\e." She says her hus­
ba11'-l \h.td ailed and said to 'tan packing things she cared about 
and to take S1•me digital p1cture~. However. it Witin't until Tue<,­
day 1oon that 'he began to pad. tn earnest 

"It wa~ really 0\Cr ..... hdming. Chad·., cO-\Ioorker., along with 
man} 11her:o \1 ho JU'I ~lartcd calling and coming to help. l ha\·e 
nt Nfc I uth an o\·erv.hclming feeling oflove." Natalie \Jid 

J\n<1 II Y.a'i hk~; G-xi had prepared U!>. I had ju!.>t given one 
1 1rthJ. v party md I wa, .. et to have one for my other daughter 

e:..t Y.:l <.'k I had lood. drink, paper <,upplie~. etc. on hand I 
Juld feed the penplt: v.ho helped" 
Chad and Nataltc ftni.,hcd their moving process on Thur.!>da) 

and moved 111 wuh h!.'r p<~rent .... Brian and Cindy Wiegand. whll 
l1vc suuth of the lla\lokeye*Dolbce Diversion Channel. an area 
the) .~~~umctl IHmld be .,ale !rom the water. However, the next 
duy they ll'arn('d that area too could be in jeopardy and began 
Immediate I) to help the Wiegands get ready to move. Chad and 
Natalte ;m: now al\o living in a rented hou~c in Mediapoli~ 

Trent .md I aur.t KuntL\ \tory i\ a similar one. On Monday. 
while fr~;·nt. along with hi\ father and brother. began to haul 
grain, l .. 1ura tnnk d1gital picture~. On Tue\day. she !-aid Trent 
~;ailed 1(. ay lhC) would probably ha\e to move out and on 
Tue.,day ni~ht they began to bring items up from the basement 
whKh they tuok to the top floor. On Wcdne!.>day, Laura say" <,he 
did her l . .undry and then \larted packing. Then Trent called again 
to !;ay to "\Cr;:p mo\ ing thmg ... upstair.. The water could be too 
h1gh. and C\t:l)thing ~,~,oould have to be taken elsewhere." 

LJ.ura ~ay~ people \taned to ~:orne from everywhere. Both 
C'had a~d rrent ~,~,oork at Golden Furrow. and their co*worker\ 
al"'-, cttme to help her. Other\ included family members and 
fnend' and a couple named Ryan and Kelly (she doe~ not know 
the1r Ialii name~. bat that Ryan plays baseball for the Burlington 
Bee.,). who came and ... tayed all day. "I couldn't have moved 
without Kelly."' Laura ~aid 

Trent and Ltum abo moved 10 her parenb' (Tom and JoAnn 
Steiner) home . which they a\sumed would stay dry. But, a\ in 
the ca'e of Chad and Natalie, they learned the next day thm it 
too would be at ri'k. Now they arc living with Bob and Edra m 
their rent<:d house in Mcdiapoli<, 

All o lthc Kunve., expre~')ed appreciation for those who sand* 
bagged and held the Oakville lc11Ce for so long . "It ga\'e U!> the 
time to get rcoldy and to get moved ." e'tplained Laura. They 
compared the it' own experiences to those of people in Cedar 
Rapid\ who were taken by \ urpri\C with no t1me to prepare . 

Aho, all expressed the1r firm faith that God is with them. 
Natalie recalled that when reading the B1ble one morning. Chad 
opened at random to P"'alm , 124, a passage about the flood, 
which reas .. ure<o everyone that God will be wuh us no matter 
what. She aho ~aid that her kid<, read from a dc\otional bool.. at 
night, and on one occa\lon. her ent1re family was present to 
receive tht me~\age that God will take care of us no matter 
whttt 

Laura Kunt7 told of a .,im1lar experience. She recalled that 
while ~till at home, her fam•ly read together P.ialm 121. and 
were able to find comfort panicularly in Verses 7 & 8, which 
con\'ey th~ idea that God i~ alw,ws there . She ~ays it gave them 
a ~oeme of peace about 11 all. 

All exprcs\ed agreement with a ~entiment expressed by Edra, 
"We have lo~\e\, but faith in God and help from our commu* 
lllly ha\'e gotten U\ through" 

Ed ito r 's Note- Over the past few days we have 
all been willlC\S to many heroic efforts by our 
neighbors and friends. Unfortunately, all of these 
can not be featured in just one issue. Your sto* 
ries, testimonie \, and heroic acts will be high­
lighted in the upcoming issues of the Mediapolis 
News. We promise they will not go untold and 
willlivf forever on our pages an in your history. 

STORM INFO Page 7~ 

Rodell Roben,on ol Robertson Trucking assim wi th cvactuation efforts "I ~tarted helpmg out Wedne<oday under the direction of the 
Gabcline~ who have been cal ling all of the trailers and di<,patching u~ to variOU\ location<, ." ~tated Rober\ ton. -Piwto By DaiiiiY Dm·is 

Ward Gabeline Trucking Steps Up By Betty Massner 
The flood wn~ commg, and 

authoritil!' were afraid the levee 
between Oakville :md \\'apello 
would not hold. Re,idcnt~ ~ere 
fir<.t a~ked and then ordered to 
l~:avt= , and '~:mi' were needed 
to haul both hou~ehold good~ 
and gram. Atthi~ time, a friend 
called Ward and TrinaGabehne, 
who own Gabel inc Tnh;l-lng. to 
a~k for help. Not only did the 
Gabeline' -.end a trulk 10 haul 
her belonging\, but decided to 
do \\-hat they could to help oth· 
cr~. Ward explained they began 
to ~.:ontact people they deal with 
on a weekly ba'i' who have ex· 
trot tr.liler,. I lc .,aid Dt=ople "ere 
happy to make them ,. .... ul .. ~le 

By U\lng thetr own trailer~. 

along wuh those of their o.~so­
ciate.,, they were able to \Cnd 

them to most everyone who grain However, everyone got Jerry DeiLell, Andy Kui!tle, 
a~ked. Trina Gabeline coord1- out all right Melvin Au~tin. Tim Gray, Tom 
natcd where they went and ··we had a fabulou~ bunch of Wagner. Doug Wallman, Mick 
eventually sent driver-. in trac- guy-. working with U\ " Trina Lutes , John Warth , Chad 
tor.topid them up.AI<,o, many \aid. and the Gabclines want to Gabcline. Mike Remicl, Taylor 
of their trailer. were bU\}' haul- give credit to all of them Massner. Nick Gabeline, Jeff 
mg grain. If a trailer wa" not in Trailer' and containcrll were Gabcline, Alex Houseman, Bill 
the belltof repair and mightle.1k obtained from Holtkamp'\, Man Htllyard , Kerry Kline ,and Steve 
Ward found places where the) Schimmclpfcnnig at Quality Nelson, and at the last. Dan 
could be parked inside. He .,aid Equipment, and Terry Smith at Ma~sner,Derek Massncr,Chuck 
he 'ent trailer~ to the Yannouth Agri Center. Sch1lli Tran!.>porta- Staley, and Todd Roger\ 
Elevator. Nel .. on Quarry. the t1on ,upplied flatbed~ The entire effort was coordi* 
Mediapoli'l Telephone Com Trailer., came from Brad nated by Todd Ma.'>sner, Scot! 
pan), and to hi' own ma~.:hme Heald. Dale Thomas, Mick Anhker. Nick Btggo; and. of 
\hed. When the trailer~ mn out Lutell and Jtm J>eterl>On They course, the Gabclinc~. 
~h1pping container. on flatbed v.cre parked at Southca~tlowa "Weareasmalltruckingcom­
truek\ were put into \ervicc. Grain, Nel..an Quarry. the AC pany, and we saw the need," 

Thela,ttmilerouto!Oakville Church, MTC, 1nd at Danny explained WardGabcli ne . "We 
Wa\ being loaded when the Anliker\ couldn't have done 11 without 
lt!,·ee iiLtually broke. In fact, the The following people drove everyone else, and we couldn't 
Gabelines said their~on "a~ one and helped to move people out have done it Without cell 
of the one~ there ~till !nadmg Radell and Cathi Robert\On , phones." 

President Bush To Make Stop In Iowa By Danny Davis 
According to a recent White I lou\e press briefing Pre~ident Bu~o,h will be making a ~top to view the devastation in Iowa 

and the rt,,l ol the Mtdwe~t 
Allhough it'' not quite clean~here the Pre,ident will make hi., Mop, the White House .,ays the recent disa.'>ter is a major 

conccm for the Pn: .. ident. "It> ab~ol~tely a ~oncern.a,d..qnethmg that ~·e're going to Pc paying do~e attention to. We've been paying ver)" close 
attenttonto tood pnce~ and agnctlture. crop pnce\ tor a number of months now w1th what we've seen with pnces th1s 
year. It'!<. too early to \i.l)' what th~ e'tact impact will be, 11 will ce rtainly cau~ disruptions tn terms of the food supply 
coming !rom that rcg1on. So the Agncuhure Department is on top of it. They're df'l ing their assessment\. They're abo 
waitmg lor the ability to be able to go mto the\e area~ and try to make detenn1nt1tion~ as to what the crop productiOn 
would be," \tated Wh1te I louse Deputy Press Secretary Tony Fratto . 

Wtth Iowa being the number one producer of hogs . corn and <ooybeall'>. many are worried that this wi ll i ncrea~e the price 
ol crop" and tood , however the White Hou~e doesn't "ee the connection. " Wel\ , 1 don 't think I'd make that connection to 
- that d1re~:t connection to price~. We ~pend a lot of time talking up here about the relation~hip between the prices of 
crop.; and how that affect<, con\umer prices, and 11\ not a direct link There is o;omc relationship. bot it's not very direct 
and tt\ not really one*to-one. It 'hould have - 11 will probabl y have some impact. but there are so many force~ that play 
upon con~o,umer price~. tt'~ hard to point to any one item. It' _., abo like I said. it'!> ju\t really too early to say whether 
tho<;e figure\ are correct or not." Stated Fratto. 

Prc!<.1dent Bush i., expected to make a stop in Iowa on Thur.,day. 

Note- All of the belo11 updates were current as or Mediapolis News press time Thesday at 6 p.m. 
HIG HWAY UPDATES 

Aooding continue~ to affect many roadways in the \tate. according to Iowa Department ofTran!>portation (Iowa DOT) 
officials. Iowan<, are urged toclo-..ely· monitor conditions anJ never en ter a water*covered roadway. 
The Iowa DOT\ temporary c u~tomer ,ervice phone line will be 111 opem110n from 7 a.m. unti19 p.m. daily until further 
notice. That number is 866·452-8510. This number wa!l !>et up for a!!sistmg travelers navigate lllatc roadway clo!>mgs.lt 
i!:> not an emergency number Emergency calls ~hould be made to 911 This phone line is extremely busy, so 1f you get a 
bU\) \ignal plea~e call hack 

U.S. 136: in Lee County- The Mississipp i River b r idge a l Keok uk b reduced to one lane with a flagger assisting 
traffic . Delay!~ are to be expected. U.S. 136 i~ CLOSED into Mt.uouri . 
Pre viously m entioned and updated road closures 
1111erslate routes 
U.S_ 34: in Oes Moines Co unl} - The Mi.ssissippi River bridge a t Burlington i:. closed due to a levee breach in 
Gulfpon. Ill. 
U.S . J -4 : in Des Moines Cou nty-Thecxit ramp from U.S.14to Main Street (exit 263) in Rurlington is clo~ed to traffic 
due to flooding . 
U.S . 61 : in Louisa County- U.S. 61 is closed from the nonh city limit\ of Wapello to south of Iowa 92. 
U.S . 6 1: in Lee County- T he Mississippi Rher bridge al fort Mad iso n i ~ clo~cd due to floodmg on the Iowa ~1te 
U.S. 6 1: in Lee County U.S. 61 in Lee County i.s clo~d to traffic bct~,~,<ecn Lee County roads J*-10 and X*38 due to 
water covering the road. Traffic is suggested to follow local detour ~igns for US 61 Fort Madison detour 
U.S. 136/U.S.61: Lee Count) -U.S. 1 %/U.S 6 1 1., clo~ed unt1l further notice due to floodtng at the M1ssouri state line. 
Thi\ closure w1ll detourtrav·eJers between Iowa and Missouri. 
Iowa 70: in Louisa County- Iowa 70 is closed to traffic from lA 92 to before Mu~atine County Line due to flooding. 
Io wa 92: in Louisa County- Iowa 92 is closed in Columbu\ Junction. Traffic i!<. be ing detoured onto local roads 

F lood ~afety lip"i and other helpful in fo r mation for trm·elers are available at: h ll p://iowadot.gov!floods/ 

RI VER UI'OATES· 
With water flowing quickly into the Mi ~si~sippi River from flooded Iowa nvers. several Iowa river cross ing!> are either 
closed or in danger of clmmg 
Travelers on lnter\tate 80 or points nonh .should usc the Ml""is!iippi River bridge~ in or nonh oft he Quad Citic .... Travelers 
hopmg to crO!>\ the Mi~~i"ippi south of 1*80 will need to travel to Quincy. lllinoi~. and use the Bayview Bridge on 
llhnoi" Route 96. The Ba,·,iew Bridge is temporarily carrying traffic in both directions. The Memorial Bridge m Quincy 
i~ closed 
Status of bridges over the Mississippi River in southeast lo"a 
The U.S 136 cro""ing at Kcol..uk is open to o nly local traffic . Flagger\ are in place to il\Sist motori!>t<,. 
The lo1,1,a !-.ide of the nver ts 00oding in Fort Madi.,on cau\ing the U.S. 61 bridge to cloo;e. 
A levee breech 111 Gulfpart. IJI. cau<,cd the U.S.J4 bridge at Burlington, lo"'a. bridge to close. 
While the Iowa 92 bridge tn Muscatme i~ open."portion' olthe roadway ~uth of the city and along the riverfront are 

clo.!.ed due to flood in~. lo\lott 22east of Muscatine is al~o do..ed. makini! 11 dtfficult to reach de..,tination!> bt:yoml Muscatine. 
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