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"iouth T<llllU Count} c; tudtnt Ha le} Shop~'<; STEP (Sooth I dnut Enrichment 
Pro~rnml "utt'r qualh~ project , \H~~ taken to l'roj~ l Share for l'alented &. Girted 
\IUdtnl\ 1t t \1CC in the sprin~ of 2009. Shope io; currentl) a 6th ~rude ) tudent at 
the S I(' \Iiddle Sd10ol. 
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C 201 o Soil & Watef Annual Reoort 

Thoughts on 20-plus years of soil 
conservation work in Tama County 
By Chester Worden Farmers are domg a lot better JOb of :.ail 
Soil Conservation Technician con,ervation now thonin 70"s; but tlll're 

l have driven on three h1ghwa~· 30'\ 1s cenainly room for more 1mprovcmen1. 
and three high..,.ay" 20'\ in m}· hfelime The following arc my thought\ where 
I have also ~ecn Improvement ~till could and should be 
ma n)· different lr.=-<"'...,,.....,.,. made: 
wuy~ uf ~uil <:on- !.Don't blame the ra1n~ or 'inO\\ 
se rvation work runolf for so1l wa~h i ng. It\ the pcr.on 
dunng thts t1me that LS ustng the land that "hould be 
In high \Chool blamed. We need to rcahze that \tOml~ 
we used gras~ to always have and alway~ will come. I 
protect the ~oil remember 6-8 inch roms in the 50'\ Jnd 
All farmen U\ed every decade s1nce. We need to use 
11 as it wa~ need- proper soil con,crvat1on practi<:l'~ ALL 
ed to feed the TI-l E TIME, EVERY YEAR. ~owe arc 
livestock. Even Che3 ter Worden \Omcwhat prepared for the next 'tonn 
when moldboard that we know v.i ll come. We ju'>t don·! 

tilling; \0 let it dn out another day and 
don't U\C tillage io try 3nd dry out the 
sot I. 

3.U\mgacom-~an sequence on the 
\ICCpe\tTama Count) land is JUS! asking 
lor croublc. No-ulling e\·cry year and 
contouri ng will certainly help; but the 
~h.'Cpt:~t land \\-lll need \Orne gr-.t\~ m the 
rotatton 

4.0nc 'oil con..ervation pracuce 1~ not 
enough on the majonty of Tama Coumy 
land. Tho~e that are kecpmg the Soil on 
the htlls are u\tng no-ti ll or heavy re.;, idue 
m conjunetton w1th contoured gra~~ed 
huffer ~tnp~ . ~TftlS\ 111 rotation and/or ter­
ruccs. 

5.Trcatthe hills better than the naner 
ground . even 1f they are 10 the same 
field Remember though that long medi­
um \]Ope~ can erode even more than 
\honer \leeper ones. Treat every area ~ 
11 should he lrcated for good ero~ion con­
HOI 

plowing sod or comstalb, th..- ~011 did know when the stonm will come TI1crc 
not wash :u. bad a~ 11 does now. Soil tilth are gra\~ed waterways that are JU't 3\ 
and organic matter hel!l'-'<1 \top the wash- good ;j_~ "hen they were made 16-20 
ing. Probably the wont \Oil ero'lion WB\ year\ ago. Why is that? It i~ bc~3U\C 
in the 60's and early 70's_ More TO\\- that fanner ha~ l..ept the sot! on the h1ll~ 
cropping, including 'IO}'bc:ttl'l. along wllh by U\tng heavy rc.~ iduc , no-til ling. ter­
lot~ of tillage and chemicah reall; took a ntce~ or a healthy gras~ co\'cr to ~ecp it 
toll on thl' soil I lived 111 tht naner where 11 i' needed to grow crop~. Till')' 
northern part Of thi! coumy Both \Oil have a conservation plan that r..-duce~ 
and chemica l ~ washed to bottom ol 'IOillo\s to 5Ton/Ac or le<,\ 

I commend you for doing bencr than L_-::---'-IIL.--,--::-......:.=:z 
20-40 ;cah a~,:o. If you arc ~till getting 
ero~ ion. there is a rea~on in add1tion to 
the r;um. Ftgurc ou\ what that rea~on i ~ 
and try and fi>. 11. YOU CANNOT FIX draws. The bouoms of the draw~ 2.Soybean ~tubble doe' not need to 

wouldn't gro" com or e\·en weed-" for be, and ~hou ld not he tilled This ha~ 
several years. I drove to Toledo one been our biggest problem the la~t fc" 
Sunday afh!moon tn l'arly May and wa.. wet ~pring~. We ha\·e good deep fenilil 
appalled at the wa~hmg from the hills cr placement equipment no" so di~king 
That year was the demise ol the mold· or field cult1vat10n i~ not netded lor that 
board plow and many tillage pa~\es. Mo~t plamers will do a decent joh of no-

TBE WEATHER-BUT YO U CAN 
IMPROVE HOW YOU ARE TREAT­
ING TilE LAND. We need tocontmue 
improving our ~o il consl'rvauon errort 
and aho worl.. on kl'eping our watl'r<:. 
clean 

How Dol 
Measure Up? 

LEFT- Owne r/0 )Jera ­
tor A\\ard Wi nn er s : 
Nancy Pa tt erson Smit h, 
Frank & Frances Pa ller-

COIIPLETf 
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Tire Service Since 1956 
105 State· P.O. Box 15, Tama.lowa 52339 

1-800·447·3202. 641-484-3202 

Goodyear. As American As Farming. 

n, 
James Glllesl>ie 

Bureau Chief 

Iowan 's have faced a lot of challenge~ this pa$t 
year, but have \teppcd up to confront those challenge~ 
and taken conservation to heart. Protecting the soil 
and water of this state are ever apparent by looking at 
the landscape and watu quality. 

Over 95% of thi s land is in pnvate ow nership and 
mo~t of 1t 1s used for some form of agricultural produc­
tion The balance i' m urban, road, . uulities and infra· 
structure lhJt keep our people and commodities mo\'· 
ing. All or these thing~ are needed becJU\C I don·! 
think !here are many other ~late~ or pam of the country 
that rely on nil of their land and it\ re~ource~ 10 do thi~ 

That IS why it IS so important that all of us (rural 
and urban) alike do all we can to protl'ct the ~oil and 
water. You all have tremendous resources available 10 
you locally m your Soil and Water Con~en·ation Dis­
trict and the USDA. Narural Resources Conservation 
Service.lo usu.t you. with ~oun-l·onwr\·uttoo need~ 
These people ha .. ·e both the:.111~nical 8\>istance and 
financial opponunitics that can help address your con­
cerns. 

Your district has over 50 years of e'pertise in work· 
ing with soil and water resource~ and the \OUnd techni· 
cal solutions to resource concern~. If you have a con­
servalion plan, it i~ a great time to review it to \ee if it 
still addresses all of the resource concerns and your 
land use objecuvcs . If you don't have a plan or can not 
find yours, contact the local office for assi~tance 

As you begin this next year, (2010}. tnke some time 
to walk around your propeny, look.mg dt your land u)e 
decisions, and are !here some comervation need~ that 
need to be addressed. Do you have erosion occuning 
and i~ !hat 'cdiment leaving your property? Ha\'C you 
identified your land wuh thl' water~hcd that you live 
in, and arc you having <my impact on thai wa\ershed 
from your land? 

If you had to evaluate your own resource i~\uc~. 
how \\'OUid you say I'm doing? Whal would your peers 
thmL of what I m doing? Am I doing all I can 10 pro­
tect the so1l and water, while maintainmg the produc­
tivity and usc of m~· property? 

EVALUATE YOURSELF AND YOUR LAND 
USE TO SEE I-lOW YOU ~·lEASURE UP! 

Recognizing the conservation efforts of Iowa agriculture 

Appraisal & Real 
Buckingham Co-Op Wrage Realty Weber's Plumbing, 

Estate Services Heating & AC 
Traer -319-478-2990 

Buckingham- 319-478-2331 Dysa rt- 319-476-7070 Dysart 319-476-2590 

Farmers Mutual Sunrise Hill Care & Heartland Coop 
L. L. Owens Insurance Assn Rehab Center Traer - 31 9-478-21~7 Traer - 319-~78-2710 Traer 319-478-2585 Traer 319-478-2730 

Traer SuperMarket 
Farmers Savings Tama Coun1y Mu1uallnsurance Larry's Plumbing & 

Bank & Trust Association Heating 
Traer 319-478-2680 

Traer- 319-478-21~8 Traer- 319-478-2710 Traer -319-478·2783 

AWE Auto Service & Members 1st Credit 
Kaufman Tire Tama Benton Co-op Alignment Union 

Dysart 3 1 9-~76-3666 
Traer - 319-~78-8~60 Traer- 319-478-804~ Traer- 3 1 9-~78-8022 

Kenkel Law Office Sandhill Auto Dolezal Farm Benda Ag 
Salvage Supply Service Toledo- 6-11-484-8899 

Tama- 641-48~-2057 Toledo- 641 -484-4606 E lberon- 641-489-2946 



Conscrwltlon1'illa~c Allnnl : C hri s and Laurie Neu CoopcrntorA " nrd : hru:lnnd Jlnul K oester. Ruralllnckyard Con , cr\'Aiion Award: Jud) and 
St•hMt• r Otwid Bea ne. 

Water Impoundment 
Grade Stabilization Structure or Pond CRPNews 

U) ClifffO'>tcr be htgh enough to be abl~ to By ~~~~~~~o;;;; there ha\·e 
The demand for water ha\ Add iuona l infonnauon impound \Vater "'tthoullt.-aimg lxcn wme Cl(ciung anoouncc-

m~rta,ed 10 recenl years. and and a~~ntance ca n be -.c:\'f:rely. FvaiUlliOn I'll avwl.lhk mcnto. for the Con~enoation 
ihc.'\C: I)~\ ol ~tructun.~ are t.lfk obtamed b) contacting the wil \Ur'\-1!)'~ and or ~I probing R-=\crh~ Program. Two vel) 
of llk: ITIO'ilrelwbk ,lfld ocooomi- local USDA!NRCS offi ce Clln ,Jercmune chnrx&..'ti'>IJn of JKIJlUI:u continuOU'> practices 
..:ai50Un:~·,l'lf\hll~r 31 102 Hwy30west Toledo '>Oil.~~nt. hi1vc ackbhonal JQ'~ allOU!tcd 
O!C.\1: W\ll.lllrt'i I.I!I'\'C J ~·of lA 52341 or calling (6-11 }- The foundation of the t!3l1hcn for voluntar,· enroll men!. Th~ 
J!UITl>'ol:\.. indlldJng Walcr furh\.'t- 484-2702 and discu~sing d<Jm wlll need ~ core trench Gt:ncml CRP program~ alw 
~til~.~;. JmgdtiOfl. fiSh pnxfocuon. \"lth a slaff person. amtallc11. th1' trcn~h need~ 10 bctn .umounc.:J. Weareexcitt:d 
lid..! .uld m\:hard 'qlra)ing. fire c.\lcnd bckm Lb: gn:xnl tCI good to have the~e program~ one~ 
["flliCdl•'fl. ~ con~n·atiOil. gi3C alllll k11 ;ili .uxl he fi -li!PI r "010 
wtldhk h~htt.ll. n:t.~tion. ern. lca.\l a~nount of earth iill A"uid V.<JI~linc atn 01:1xiot!b:d.:un~ ilgill;h:\'~pla~J~~ail.Habiklt 
\lOll mntrol and Jdlld,.:af'l!i! 1111- large areas of shallo\\ water the other. Duffel'\ procticc (CP-33) ha.'> an 
pnwemcm lx"C<m..e of evapomuon and the TI1cse ~tructure~ ~;h nllltl he aJdtunnal 10.500 acres allocat· 

1~K.'..c \troctures nru made b} gruwthofooJu~aquaucplanb, Wigned wi!h 2 ~pillway\ IOit!I'I- ctl forth~ \Ia\~ of Iowa. TI1i~ 
l'outldmr ,uJ canhcn dam i'~Cft)S.\ a . If the Wllk.'l' ts to~ CJ,m~cycd dlt: cennm ~tdnn uvcm~. Ptpc w,l\ announced on February 
~~<lilt "r waten:om":< where the elsewhere ~~ch as for tmgauonOf spillway\ (prim::tpal or llli!Chani" 21th 2010. Thi~ practice wa~ 

\U'I!am \.d~)" b ikJm:,'>CCI cnoub\h fire prohlCtton. try to locate the cal1>pr llway~) pi'O!~t the vcgcw quttlt popular in the p!bl Qmul 
tu,torc5 k~lmmon:.ofwo.~ler 'trucllm'::t.closetothetll3JOrw.c tiononthc~wthendamundinthc Habitat Buffen were fint 
The'>c t~pc' nl ~tru..:lure' ha,·t ll~flO'>~ble. . sptliWa) dtannel ;urdll\Sl r.atur<~· announ..:cd in December of 
t\etJI ~umlanttcs m tle~ • gn: 1'r.:! amountof~dr~e lion from \piing or iOw tlov. th.1t 2005_ Thts pr'dCtict alJm,~ field 

tvMt'H!f th..'j .11~ have~ Jif- art::a (l[ the ~truciUre IS a maJOr may commuc tor ~v-=rnl Jo.~\·, IOtJ~" to he 'ecded to naiJve 
laeB.'l!\ ~~errrumng factor m lbe 5lZC or afterastoml • Jllalrit' ~rasse~ fmm 30+120' 

When ,tJle or federal co~t u~e perm:menl. pool that c~ be The ptpe should tic large 
'olwn: t\ pn.widOO ~pond boon- OIJJiltUneJ.~g dry coo::hll!Jih. enough 10 discharge the now 
~!ru.:ta:J pnmanl:\ for w,lll!r nceth Gcno:rolly m tlm; pan of Iowa 1t from o;pnn~\, ,oowmeh rtr SI.!CJ'­
It..-lt\'e-;tu.k 1.1r tmgauon and thr may lake 6-7 acres of surface agt-. It should aho have cnuuJ!h 
p11.:..eno: ol ~oil t:ll.X'Iim'IS nO( Q .ruuofffore~·el)' ncn:footofwruer cap;teiry to dt-.ch.ugc: jlll)lrmgc:d 
I'CqHirlllllWL A grnde ""ilhllil~\- >ton:d. !otlrha:.: flow foltiJWlng illl into!mc 
tuJrt ~tn~~:ture ~:.constructed pn- The amount of runoff !hat can ,tonn. Pipe matcriub oc"Ct""~ 
manl} lor cro\wn control and be expected annuall~ from a wtll YaJ} tJepcrll.ltngon tbe\l).'Cif+ 
.. ,n.-m.:ra~ or da"'ic gully rro<Jon \o\':lt~r.hed depends on so many ~lbrgnmtcria. 
ll'Ultl>c pre~ Thett ~ alo;o factor.;, that no set rule can be AuXJli;u'}· ,pi\lwa}' nr \egc· 
ilirmnal 1'1fflcfil, 10 ~ MJUC- gm:n for ItS detennmalion. The laldi 'i}lillwa% are m~talled at one 
toro:' 'UI.h ,1, fi~h. wlld\ife and bc't protcctton I\ 10 have the end of the dam. and are U\C.'(] to 
f"C\·rtatmnal. ~ut the..e are q:c- upland drainage area planted to pa~\ e~ce~~ivc ' torm runoff 
t•IJtLrvlkncflt\ ~gr.l$sorforb5. around the dom ~o thi: 1\'illl'r in 

l11e mtcnu u\Cd to evaluate Culuvated areas may need to the pool doe~ not rai~e hiflh 
.:1\lll't typ: tll 'tM·turc ure IJU lhl have Pf3Cllt'es ~·uch as terrace.!. or enough to drmta~e the dnm hy 
~lmllar Prehntintlf)' inv~tign- stnp t'l'Opp!ng n11~lcd to protect ovenoppmg 
Llnm ~~ e~1mpl~ted to find ~uit- from heavier ~mem loads. If Om:c cmtSIJ'UCiton i~ oompk-t· 
able ~Jte>l0f«WWUCoon tk.>pend- an crodmg or madequate\}' pro- ed the dam WJd ~urrounding con­
mg 011 the goal' that need 10 be tectcd wmcr;hcd must be usOO ~tructJOn an ... , ,hould be 'oCCdcd 10 
.uun!ph...tkU delay construcllon of ~e dam control M} potential CIO.(ion. A 

1r JX""'i!llc: L,-.n~ider more than unul erosiOI'I comrol practiCCS can final not!! would be 10 not con· 
tlllc Jnwliun to 'clt!CI the most be t!l<.talled. . ~truct the!;e type.<. of~ u1 
~.llc .uwJ ~tllod 'rtt For Soil\ play a stgmficant mlc 10 01rea\ v.·hcrc a pottolt<ll dam 
octli'IIIIJU~;n:J.'iOOSIIXa!t:thestruc- lh:coruUUCDOnof~ I)'JlC'Sof breachcouldbellfelhreatenmg, 
ture v.hett: ~ Llq!e'it ~-e \lol- \truclures, the day. content.. ot or damage pnmill) utditiC-.\ nr 
umc can be obuun~d with the Sl.\tb m ltc construction area mtbt J1lJih 

Report, 
from pugt I ___ _ 

~hured acc:omph\hmenl\ by 
'tew1ng the onhnc 'hde 
\hO\\ ul I he follO"'-ing link 
hllp://www Oi,kr.com/phO· 
tos/43K73399<"'N0S/.s.cbn21 
576226()8751 ?<~()!show/ 

wide 111 held~ larger lhan 5 
acr~:~. The .uta tlff~rtd muq 
mC\ll uoppin~ IU!>tOt) requue­
ment~- l\ mtnimum o( ,d lcJSt I 
stlk ot a. fldd must be <,ei:Jed 
downttlbedigtblc. 

StJIC Acre~ For Wildlife 
Enham:cmcnt (SAFE) ha' <~lw 
had an additmnal 9000 acres 
allocated for lov. a Thi!> wth 3 
~<.!1')' pof'ulaT procuce m 2008 
fot T.nn.a Count}. ~~~ pu~ 1~ 
to 1ncr.::ase populauon~ ol 
phea\ant~. dickci~<.el. bobohnk. 
and cu,h:m mCOtdowlark in !he 
state. Ccnain all"a,ofthe coun· 
ty ill~ chgtblit !'or ~ti.\ pmctice 
Check "ith our office to \CC if 
yourlandl\llltheCiigjhlcare~ 
Thh practice allows you to 
enroll a mmunum ol lU ;)('n.., It' 
nattvc {!r3.~\e~. \hrubs. or tn:e~ 
on ehgThlc ctnp ground. 'rbere 
i~ no mJumum ,jz.: to tht\e 

CRP arcil~. This allocation ot 
acre~ v.11J ccrtdinl) be u.!otd liP 
fa."{ \;()don't hes•wle w sign up. 

The general CRP sign up 
ha!,ul<,Oht:cn:mOOIUlCt.>dreccnt­
ly. 'flle 1&1 gcnernllign up was 
m2CM)).wwcaregladto~ll 
a~oain We 00 nol hav~ a sign up 
umc p:rioJ or any de!ai\s about 
the program 31 Uus time. Sta} 
1uncd to ncv." sources for a ~tgn 
updll~ 

The cominuous CRP pro­
grunt has always been active 
Wetland areas, filter stri(h. con· 
tout huiTer;, and riparian fil ters 
un:nlwaystwuilnble.CRP relll.al 
mtcs have gone up over the last 
couple ~car... making them very 
competitive and aursctive for 
new cnrollmcnl!>. Please stop b}' 
<>nd discus<, your CRP needs 
with U\, we would be glad to 
it'S"t)'OU 

Evlln with the~e grea t 
a~,;c:('omplbhmcnt~, a~ .}tate 
Conscrv,•tJOni"t I h<~vc a~kcd 
NRCS ~taff to iocu\ on three 
main arCJ\ to make improve­
mcnh cons~::rvatton plan­
nmg, c~~:pandmg valued pan­
na hif"· and managmg our 
twaru:ial ..:ontr<~ct~. All of 
the'' prioritlt:\ will help our 
!>l;rll hdp provide beucrcu\· 
t~Jmer~ervit:e to you 

we Salute the Tama county 
soil & water conservation District 

and the conservation efforts of the 
landowners in Tama county 

Anyone 111 agnculturc 1s 
u~cd to thallcngc~some of 
wh1ch atc unu.pected. Th1~ 
)Car we l..now will we face 
challenge' created by the 
state'., current finan~:tal en­
~~~ It \\ill much man). rl not 
all. of our di~tncb The Con­
'cr\·atiOn Partncnhtp will do 
it"s best lo main tain our 
le\'d of c: u ~tom e r ~e rv icc 
througho ut thi s diffic ult 
11me. hut 11 \Orne cast \ we 
ma~ not be able to respond 
lh quickly i.l!o\\ecould in the 
p-1't I i.!~L l'(l t your palit nce 
and undenta nd1ng :n \\c: 
!l\t.lpt to be~ t tackle th..-se 
c hallenge~ 

Th:mh for all \ 'Ou do and 
'' hh1nll yo u 11 h~alth)' and 
~u..:..:e~~ tul 201 0. 

Richard Sims 
SLate Conservauon"t 

Tough cutters for the toughest conditions 
Thi<Urdl. htnyiUib._blddr~~ltumpundroW ,fJO<I ttQJil:L !I 

n<iff.•.ktn~lil(Ro!ar)Cuttrr•Spi'cutt~W.t"f!0'0;"f"'4!~"" 
10tolOffflll2tooS.lmetW.t~n .. HXC...tt~~ttfrrD!I'fP 
>.dt...dgH 

Hlf("Ut<\ol<t~~lo'dbuilttop)UII .. MI"'l!lf'!Mrinf 
l'lll~t.Tyi'>e'(l;ll'<td!opdftt.\~IR'Ilr.nlrWI'.slt~~~ 
c~ W"iet~tnrJ·ti><lbottandtclifdlilff.!l><r«p-ctt':!tl't 
r·tmati•-Ard.,11lb«fy.lch!Dre<r·dn.ipdr'~!'C"ni"t"JtS 
olm..llro.r:tr"K~·StoobJTOOiytolun!IW)Ielbr.'rult~pc~ ~ 
off!~Rtlt¥)'Cultm 


