- ammmae  —— SRR

Thursday,
April 1,
2010

2009 Annual Report
State Conservationist

This year was full of new conservation-related opportunities
rifered by USDA. And Towa farmers responded with great

hment
§ Ti County student Haley Shope’s STEP (South Tama Enricl
b was taken to Project Share for Talented & Gifted

3 t.
interest. The first. and probably most anticipated. was the new Program) water quality projec de student at
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). Originally Towa students n|__\|('(" in the spring of 2009, Shope is currently a 6th grade s
NRCS was allotted 360,000 acrés for this first CSP signup. the STC Middle School.

Based on your statewide response, lowa was granted an addi-
tional 56,000 acres for a total of 416,000 scres

We are still in the process of finalizing our first round of
CSP contracts from the 1,100 applications submitted by the
funding cutoff deadline

Ihe new CSP signup Is statewide and continsous. So if you
fid ot tum in application this time, it’s not oo fate, The sec
2 cutoff has not yet been announced by
would anticipate something in February or

ew opportunity was the Organic EQIP Initiative,
available statewide, Originally Towa was pro:

vide l quc §1 million 1o provide financial assistance to help
producers tr nic production, but interest was so
high Towa reeived an additional $2 million; So/Towa organic
producers received more than $3 million 1o assist them imple-
ment conservition practices

A third new apportunity was announced this year, the Mis
stssippl River Basin Healthy Watersheds [nitiative (MRBI)
Towi i one of 12 states selected for the MRBI, which will help
producers implement conservation practices that help avoid
control and tap nutnient runoff, Only producers in a few small
watersheds will be able to participate this year after NRCS
elects the MRBI proposals to implement. However, the MRBL
will provide opportunitics this yesr and in future years for addi
tional producers 1o implement Conservation practices which
sddtess nutrient runoff. Please visit the Towa NRCS website
(www.danres usda.gov) for updates on the MRBI

Jowa is traditionally a top state in conservation implementa-
u are the major reason for that. Our sccomplish-
nly a reflection of your commitment to. do more 10
set our state’s soil and water. You can leam more about our

See REPORT, page 3.

4H Conservation project winners- Rachel Kopriva, Angela Wrage, Allen Heise, David Bruene, Tyler
Wrage. Not shown: Levi Petersen, Luke Petty.
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Tlioﬁghts on 20-plus years of soil
conservation work in Tama County

By Chester Worden
Soil Conservation Technician

1 have driven on three highway 30's
and three highways 20's in my lifetime.
I have also seen
many different
ways of soil con-
servation work
during this time
In high school,
we used grass to
protect the soll
All farmers used
it as it was need-
ed to feed the
livestock. Even
when moldboard
plowing sod or cornstalks, the soil did
not wash as bad as it does now. Soil tilth
and organic matter helped stop the wash-
ing. Probably the worst soil erosion was
in the 60's and early 70's. More row
cropping, including soybeans, along with
lots of tillage and chemicals really took a
toll on the soil. I'lived in the flatter
northern part of the county. Both soil
and chemicals washed to bottom of
draws. The bottoms of the draws
wouldn’t grow com or even weeds for
several years. I drove to Toledo one
Sunday afternoon in early May and was
appalled at the washing from the hills
That year was the demise of the mold-
board plow and many tillage passes

Chester Worden

Farmers are doing a lot better job of soil
conservation now thanin 70"s; but there
is certainly room for more improvement.
The following are my thoughts where
improvement still could and should be
made:

1.Don’t blame the rains or snow
runoff for soil washing. It's the person
that is using the land that should be
blamed. We need to realize that storms
always have and always will come. |
remember 6-8 inch rains in the 50's and
every decade since. We need to use
proper soil conseryation practices ALL
THE TIME, EVERY YEAR; so we are
somewhat prepared for the next storm
that we know will come. We just don’t
know when the storms will come. There
are grassed waterways that are just as
good as when they were made 16-20
years ago. Why is that? It is because
that farmer has kept the soil on the hills
by using heavy residue, no-tilling, ter-
races or a healthy grass cover to keep it
where it is needed to grow crops, They
have a conservation plan that reduces
soil loss to STon/Ac or less

2.Soybean stubble does not need to
be. and should not be tilled.  This has
been our biggest problem the last few
wet springs. We have good deep fertiliz-
er placement equipment now so disking
or field cultivation is not needed for that
Most planters will do a decent job of no-

tilling: so/let it dry out another day and
don’t use fillage to try and dry out the
soil.

3.Using a comn-bean sequence on the
steepesiTama County land is just asking
for trouble; No-tilling every year and
contouring will certainly help; but the
steepest land will need some grass in the
rotation,

4.0ne soil conservation practice is not
enough on the majority of Tama County
land. Those that are keeping the soil on
the hills are using no-till or heavy residue
in conjunction with contoured grassed
buffer strips, grass in rotation and/or ter-
races,

5.Treat the hills better than the flatter
ground, even if they are in the same
field. Remember though that long medi-
um slopes can erode even more than
shorter steeper ones. Treat every area as
it should be treated for good erosion con-
trol,

1 commend you for doing better than
20-40 years ago. If you are still getting
erosion, there is a reason in addition to
the rains. Figure out what (hat reason is
and try and fix . YOU CANNOT FIX
THE WEATHER-BUT YOU CAN
IMPROVE HOW YOU ARE TREAT-
ING THELAND. We need to continue
improving our soil conservation effort
and also work on keeping our waters
clean

LEFT- Owner/Opera-
tor Award Winners:
Nancy Patterson Smith,
Frank & Frances Patter-
son
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Goodyear. As American As Farming.

Urban Backyard Conservation Award Winner:
Kim Thompson

How Do I
Measure Up?

James Gillesple
Bureau Chief

Towan’s have faced a lot of challenges this past
year, but have stepped up to confront those challenges
and taken conservation to heart. Protecting the soil
and water of this state are ever.apparent by looking at
the landscape and water quality.

Oyer 95% of this land is in private ownership and
most of it 1s used for some form of agricultural produc-
tion. The balance is in urban, roads, utilities and infra-
structure that keep our people and commodities moy-
ing. All of these things are needed because I don't
think there are many other states or parts of the country
that rely on all of their land and its resources to do this.

That is why it is so important that all of us (rural
and urban) alike do all we can to protect the soil and
water. You all have tremendous resources available to
you locally in your Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict and the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation
Service 1o assist yow withiyounconservation needs
These people have both the fechnical assistance and
financial opportunities that can help address your con-
cerns.

Your district has over 50 years of expertise in work-
ing with soil and water resources and the sound techni-
cal solutions to resource concerns, If you have a con-
servation plan, it is a great time to review it to see if it
still addresses all of the resource concerns and your
land use objectives. If you don’t have a plan or can not
find yours, contact the local office for assistance.

As you begin this next year, (2010). take some time
to walk around your property, looking at your land use
decisions, and are there some conservation needs that
need to be addressed. Do you have erosion occurring
and is that sediment leaving your property? Have you
identified your land with the watershed that you live
in, and are you having any impact on that watershed
from your land?

If you had to evaluate your own resource issues,
how would you say I'm doing? What would your peers
think of what I'm doing? Am I doing all T can to pro-
tect the soil and water, while maintaining the produc-
tivity and use of my property?

EVALUATE YOURSELF AND YOUR LAND
USE TO SEE HOW YOU MEASURE UP!

Recognizing the conservation efforts of Iowa agriculture
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Weber's Plumbing,
Heating & AC
Dysart 319-476-2590
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New Cmper-h'A“-ml:

Water Impoundment
Grade Stabilization Structure or Pond

By CHff Foster

The demand for water has
mcreased in recent years, and
these types of structures are ope
of the most reliable and economi-
«al sources of water.
These: stmuctures serve a variety of
purposes, including water for live-
stock, imgation, fish production,
field and orehand spraying, fire
profection, enerity conservation,
wildlife habitat, recreation, ero-
sion control and landscape im:
provemment

These structures ane made by
butlding n earthen dam across a

Iream of watercourse where (he
stream valley Is depressed enongh
fo store 5 feet or more of waler
These types of structures have
several similarities in design;
however they also have some dif-
fereties,

When state or federal cost
share is provided a pond is con-
structed primarily for water needs
for livestock or irigation and the
prosence of soil-erosion s not a
requirement. A grade stabiliza-
ton structure is constructed pri-
manly for erosion control and
cpbemenal or classic gully erosion
must be present. There are also
additional benefits to these struc-
tures such ay fish, wildlife and
recreational, but these are sec-
ondary benefits

The critena used 1o evaluate
cither type of structure are quite
stoilar. Preliminary investiga-
tions are completed (o find suit-
ible sites for construction depend-
ing on the goals that need 1o be
accomplished

1f possible consider more than
one location 1o select the most
appropriate and practical site. For
economic reasons locate the struc-
ture where the largest storage vol-
ume can be obtained with the

Report,

from page 1

shared accomplishments by
viewing the online slide
show at the following link
hetp://www. flickr.com/pho-
10s/43873399 @NO5/sets/721
57622668751746/show/

Even with these great
accomplishments, as State
Conservationist | have asked
NRCS staff to focus on three
main areas o make improve-
ments: conservation plan-
ning. expanding valued part
and managing our
financial contracts. All of
these priorities will help our
staff help provide better cus-
tomer service to you

Anyone in agriculture is
used to challenges—some of
which are unexpected. This
year we know will we face
challenges created by the
state’s current financial cri-
sis. It will touch many. if not
all, of our distnicts. The Con-
servation Partnership will do
it's best o maintain our
level of ¢ service

nerships,

Addmnnal information
and assistance can be
obtained by contacting the
local USDA/NRCS office
at 102 Hwy 30 west Toledo
1A 52342 or calling (641)-
A84-2702 and discussing
with & staff person.

least amount of earth fill. Avoid
large areas of shallow water
because of evaporation and the
growth of noxious aquatic plants

IF the water is to be conveyed
elsewhere such as for imgation of
fire protection, try to locate the
structure as close to the major use
s possible.

The amount of the drainage
arca of the structure is a major
determining factor i the size of
the permanent pool that can be
mantained during dry conditions.
Generally in this part of lowa it
may take 6-7 acres of surface
munoff for eyery. scee: foot.of water
stored.

The amount of nmoff that can
be expected annually from a
watershed depends on so many
factors that no set rule can be
given for its determination. The
best protection is to have the
upland drainage area planted 10
trees, grass or forbs.

Cultivated areas may need 10
have practices such as terraces or
stip cropping mstalled to protect
from heavier sediment loads, 1f
an eroding or inadequately pro-
fected watershed must be used
delay construction of the dam
until erosion control practices can
b instalied.

Soils play a significant role in
the construction of these types of
structures, the clay contents of
sails in the construction area must

be high enough to beabl
impound water without leak
severely,  Evaluation of available
soil surveys and or sail probing
can determine charaetenstics of
soils present

The foundation of the earthen
dam will need @ eore trench
installed, this tretichfieeds 10
extend below the ground 1o good
glacial 6]l materials, and be from
walerline at one end of the dam 1o
the other.

These structures should be
designed with 2 spillways to han-
dle certain storm events. Pipe
spillways (principal o mechari
cal spillways) protect the vegeta
tion on the carthen dam and in the
spillway channel against satura-
tion from spring or low flow: that
may continue for several days
after a storm.

The pipe should be large
enough 1o discharge the flow
from springs, snowmelt or seep-
age. It should also have enougly
capacity to discharge prolo
surfisce flow following an intense
storm, Pipe
will vary depending on the specif
i design cntenia

Auxiltary spillways or vege
tated spillways are installed at one
end of the dam, and are used to
pass excessive storm runoff
around the dam so the waler in
the pool does not raise high
enough to damage the dam by
overlopping.

Once constiuction is complet-
ed the dam and surrounding con-
struction area should be seeded 10
cantrol any potential erosion. A
final note would be to not con-
struct these types of structures in
areas where a potential dam
breach could be life threatening,
or .megn primary utilities or

terials necessary
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ofreable cuting
of X Rotary Cat

ntelframe. e wth by Lo

1 Jown Desre

Tough cutters for the toughest conditions

throughout this difficult
time, but it some cases we
may not be able to respond
as quickly as we could in the
past, [ ask for your patience
and understanding as we
adapt to best tackle these
challenges.

Thanks for all you do and
wishing you a healthy and
suceessful 2010,

Richard Sims
State Conservationist

www JohnDeere com/Ag

Avriel and Paul Koester.

Rural Backyard Conservation Award: Judy and
Dayid Beane.

CRP News

By Mark Pokorny

In recent weeks there have
been some exciting announce-
ments for the Conservation
Reserve Program. Two very
popular continuous practices
have additional acres allocated
for voluntary enrollment. The
General CRP program has also
been announced. We are excited
to have these programs once
again available for 2010,

The Upland Quail Habitat
Buffers practice (CP-33) has an
additional 10,500 acres allocat-
ed for the state of Towa, This
was announced on February
27th 2010, This practice was
quite popular in the past. Quail
Habitat Buffers were first
announced in December of
2005 This practice allows ficld
bordery 1o be seeded to native
prairie grasses from 30-120°

wide in fields larger than 3
acres. The ares offered must
imeet cropping history require
ments. A mmimum of at least 1
side of & field must be seeded
down 10 be eligible.

State Acres For Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) has also
had an additional 9000 acres
allocated for lowa. This was a
very popular practice in 2008
for Tamu County. Jts purpose is
10 increase populations of
pheasants, dickeissel, bobolink,
and castemn meadowlark in the
state. Certain areas of the coun-
ty are eligible for this practice.
Check wath our office to see if
your lind is in the cligible areas,
This practice allows you to
cnroll s minimum of 10 acres 1o
native grasses, shrubs; or trees
on eligible crop ground. There
is no maximum size to these

CRP areas. This allocation of
acres will certainly be used up
fast so don't hesitate 1o sign up.

The general CRP sign up
hias also been announced recent-
ly. The last general sign up was
in 2006, so we are glad 1o seée it
again. We do not have a sign up
time period or any details about
the program at this time. Stay
twned to news sources for a sign
up date,

The continuous CRP pro-
gram has always been active.
Wetland areas, filter strps. con-
tour huffers, and riparian filters
are always available, CRP rental
rafes have gone up over the last
couple years, making them very
competitive and attractive for
pew enrollments. Please stop by
and discuss your CRP needs
with us, we would be glad to

assist you.

Providing Crop-Based Solutions for the Benefit of All People
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