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GARY L. HILLMER
District Conservationist

I want to take this opportunity to thank
a couple of farmers in our community -
Caleb Knutson of Radcliffe and Gary
Walters of New Providence - for their
many years of public service.

These gentlemen have given of them-
selves to assist our county producers. As
conservation leaders they have helped
shape and guide a soil and waterconserva-
tion program that promotes responsible
and reasonable resource management.
Hardin county farmersapply a very strong
land ethic in their operations.

As Gary and Caleb end a 20 year plus
position on the distnct board, Mark Bal-

rv

Knutson,

Walters

vanz of Eldora and Mark Seward of New
Providence are beginning. Welcome and
thanks for accepting the call to service.

The district board is dedicated 1o assist-
ing the public over and above federal
mandates. However, we need public in-
put. I would ask the citizens of Hardin
county to talk to any one of the district
commissioners or field office staff mem-
bers. Tell us what you would like 1o see in
the soil and water conservation arena.

When ecarly conservation leaders first
envisioned local conservation districts, it
was to satisfy the needs of local citizens
by their own people. As a board and field
office stalf, we are ready, willing and
able, Please help us.

Improved Profitability

Goal Of Pine Creek
Water Quality Project

ROGER WOLF
Environmental Specialist

Beginning in the fall of 1993, ywenty-
eight farmers agreed to begin the individ-
ual planning process for the development
of comprehensive farm/site specific Water
Quality Resource Management Plans
(WOQRMP).

Through the planning process, each
WORMP was designed with input from
the farm owner and operators. Also, on-
site visual walk-overs were made. The
walk-overs were done o evaluate current
physical characteristics and identify the

resources available 1o work with,

The WQRMP process, from a project
planner’s standpoint, has the primary ob-
jective of protecting the water re-
source base by reducing pollutant load-
ings. Improvements in the water re-
source begin when problems have been
identified and corrective solutions are im-
plemented. From a farmer's standpoint,
the WQRMP is a schedule and sclection
of guiding ideas or practices (o not only
protect the resource base but also to
maintain and hopefully improve the
profitability of their farming operation.

Recognize 217 Hardin County Farmers

Two hundred seventeen farmers from
Hardin county were publicly thanked for
their soil and water conservation efforts
in a first-of-its-kind effort, These farmers
have made substantal progress in caring
for our soil and water. It was time to
say thank you.

You can see the results as you drive
across the county. The use of heavy crop
residue, newly seceded waterways, field
borders, strips of grass and roadside man-
agement practices help prevent erosion
and improve the land.

The Hardin County Soil and Water
Conservation District commissioners and
staff hosted a "conservation appreciation
event” in December. Lee Kline, WHO
radio farm director, was the keynoic
speaker. Staff and commissioners pre-
pared and served an omelet brunch (o
those in attendance.

Those selected to be honored were
nominated by commissioners and county
farm organizations. The honorees were:

George Ackles, James Amundson, Lee
Amundson, Velma Amold, Dale Bahr,
Harold Bahr, Jim Bahr, Robert Babhr,
Jeanctte Baker, Margaret Lundy Baker,
Mike Baltes (Farm Manager), Don Bal-
vanz Farms, Andy Balvanz, Mark Bal-
vanz, Scott Balvanz, Steve Balvanz, Jim
Bartling, Lloyd Bates, Don Beach, Ed
Bear, Loyd & Rexine Beecher, Paul
Binder, Bob Blome, Robert & Roberta
Boeke, Linn Bollinger (LinMar Farms),
Mike Bostrom, John Bradley.

Mark Bradley, Alan Braga, Randy
Brinkmeyer, Lowell Brower, Martin
Broer, Mike Broer, Phil Broer, Tim
Broer, Gene Bunte, Jerry Butler, John L.
Butler, Homer Calkins, Randy Carr,
George & June Chamberlain, Les
Clampitt, Alvin Clark, Wendell Clark,
Agnes Clemons, George Clemons,

Louise Cobb, Bryce Coburn, Leland
Cobumn, Kim Collins, Frank Cook, Ken
Cook, Lisle Cook, Rick Cook, Robert
Cook, Bob Crosser, Curt Crosser, Gary
Crosser, Richard Crosser.

Robert DeNeui, Leota DeVries, Dia-
mond Brothers, Tony Doolaard, Gordon
& Mary Dreier, Gene Dubberke, Lloyd
Eekhoff, Dennis Eller, Kent Eller, Kurt
Eller, Elvern Ellwood, Roger Englekes
(Manager), Dennis Faris, Kim Faris, Jon
Faust, Curt Femnis, David Fischer, George
A. Folkerts, Bill Follett, Darrell Freese,
Steve Frerichs, Wayne Frerichs, Howard
Frey (in honor of), Dennis Friest, Ronald
Galloway, Laverne Gast, Bill Gelhaus,
John Gilbert, William Gilbert.

Rex, Tim, Kevin Gogerty, George
Goschke, Brent Granzow, Marvin
Granzow, Vern Greimann, Jay Hadley,
Neil Hadley, Korcy Hake, Elvern Hake,
Handsaker Brothers, Gary Hansen, Hazel
I. Pence Harms, Arvin Haywood, Charles
Haywood, Charlie Haywood, Harris
Haywood, Steve Haywood, Adolph Her-
brechismeier, Hertz Farm Management,
Larry Hindman, Brian Hobson, Carroll
Hobson, Mark Hobson, Glen Hodnefield,
Rufus Hoelscher, Gary Hoffman.

Jessie Lu Hopkins, Gary Houck,
Calvin Hyland, John Jaspers (Manager),

Jeff Jeske, Mark Jeske, Robert Jeske,
Allen Johnson - Johnson Ag Farms ,
Marcella Jordening Trust, Allen Kadolph,
Georgia Keller (in honor of), Duane
Klosterman, Caleb Knutson, Kenneth
Kramer, Norm Kulow, Don Kumrow,
Dale Landt, Rick Landt, Steve Landt,
Dale Lauenstein, Brian Lauterbach,
Charles Lawler, Marty Lawler.

Rex Lawler, Richard Lawler, Bill
Lawless, Dale Lawless, Harry Lawless,
Harold Lloyd, David Lloyd, Marvin
Luiken, John Lundy (Elco, Inc.), Delmar
Magnuson, David Mannetter, Marvin
Maronn, Bob Martin, David Martin, Jim
Martin, Jon Martin, Ralph Martin, Wal-
lace Martin (in honor of), Mike McCart-
ney, Willard (Butch) McCartney, David
McClellen, Ray McDowell, Meickley
Farm Corporation, Dennis Meints, Larry
Meints, Richard Meyer, David Minteer.

Lyle Mintweer, Les Mooi, Barbara Jo
Morgan, Dave Morgan, Dick Morgan,
Robert Muff, Harold Muller, Doug Mus-
son, Dan & Roscoe Nelson, Dennis
Neubauer, Nissley / Nissley, Mildred
Norris (in honor of), Melvin Oppold (in
honor of), Rick Ostrem, Wayne Paige,
Ed Palmer, Kay Palmer, lona Marsh Per-
isho, Steve Perry, Dave Petty, Alfred
Piel, Oscar Piel, Melvin Powers, Ben
Primus, Claus Primus, Paul C. & Jane
Primus, Rollin Primus, Phil Prosser,
Jerry Rash, Joe Rash, Ken Reece.

Kent Reinert, Shorty Reinertson,
Gregg Reisinger, Harnis Reiter, Jim
Richtsmeier, Jim Riekena, Larry
Rickena, H. C. Rieks, Jr., Gene Roberts,
Jeff Roberts, Ted Roling, Dick Roll,
Paul Rotgers, Morris Sailor, Robert
Schager, Bill Schnormeier, Martin
Schnormeier, Don Schuneman, Dwight
Schuneman, Garry Schwarck, Marty
Schwarck, Mark Schwarck, Ronald Sev-
erseike, Gamita & Irwin Seward, Mark
Seward, Kevin Sheldahl, Larry Sheldahl.

Rick Sheldahl, David Shurts, John
Siert, Lloyd Siert, George Smith, Jeff
Smitherman, Chuck Smoldt, Rev. David
Splett, Dean Stalzer, Raymond Stock-

Two hundred seventeen
Hardin county were recognized for thelr soll
and water conservation efforts during a Con-
servation Appreclation Event hosted by the
Hardin County Soll and Water Conservation
District commissioners last December.

dale, Stolee Brothers, Roger Struck,
Duane Swart, David & Annette Sweeney,
Tim Teske, Don Thelke, Steve Thelke,
Allen Tibbs, Lauren Tibbs, Alan Tid-
man, Jim Tidman, William L. Tintjer,
Jr., David Topp, Matt Topp, Robert
Topp, Bill Trampe, Jr., Bill Trampe, Sr.,
Dorothy (Dale) Utech, Keith Van Patter,

Marvin Veld, Bill Vigars, Dale Vinton,
Leslie Vinton, Robert Vinton, Gary &
Ruth Walters, Ron Walters, Warncke
Farms, Ann Wiesner, David Winter,
Dennis Winter, Richard Winter, Donald
Witthuhn, John Wood, Wayne Wrich,
Lowell Wykle, Ed Ziesman, Roger
Ziesman, Larry Zoske, Paul Zoske.

persons

Ackley State Bank

Ag Supply Service, Lud.

Alden State Bank

Around the Comer Books & More!
Arrowood Marine i
Big Chief

Bittersweet Art Waorks
Buckeye Co-op

Campbell Supply Co.
Dodger Industries

Down To Earth

Eldora Chiropractic Center
Eldora Kiwanis

Farm Burcau

Farm Burcau Service Co,
Farm Credit Services ".
Farmers Coop Elevator Co. '
Farmers Mutual Ins. Assn.
Greenbelt Bank & Trust

Hardin County Savings Bank
Heart of Towa Telephone Coop,
Hoffman Seed Farms Inc.
Homung Cycle Center

Hy-Vee - Eldora, Iowa Falls

[ES Uunlities

lowa Falls State Bank

lowa Select Farms

lowa Falls Super 8

Salute Appreciation Event Donors

Thank You

The Hardin County Soil and Water District commissioners and staff would like to
offer a special thank you to the fnlluwmg organizations, businesses and individuals
who donated funds, door prizes and time to sponsor the “Conservation Appreciation
Event” recognizing Hardin County conservation producers.

Krogh Feed & Supply Inc.

Lundy Butler & Smith, P.C,

Martin Marietta Aggregates, Inc,

Mary Kay Cosmetics - Sheryll McDermott

Mid lowa Real Estate & Auction

Miller Mobile Home Service

Nehring Trucking - Livestock Farms

Northrup King Co,

Peoples Savings Bank

Pleasant Hills Insurance Agency - Ruth
Walters

Prairic Land Cooperative

Paul Primus

Radiator Doctor

River Hills Financial Services, Inc.

Sales & Service by Joe Conrad - Heating
& Cooling

Schuneman Trucking

Security Bank

Security State Bank- Tri County Services

Robert E, Shirley, D.D.S.. P.C.

Stiner Radio Systems

Trading Post

Wal-Man

Walters & Johnson - Attorneys at Law

W. W. Builders - Wick Buildings

Whink Products Company

Marvin Veld

from

T

During the appreciaﬂun program, hand crafted pew-
ter ornaments sculptured by Internationally-known
pewter artist Michael Ricker were presented to the
honored farm cooperators. In left photo, Agnes Mary
Oppold recelves an ornament on behalf of her late
husband, Melvin Oppold, from Commissioner Jim
Martin. And, at right, Harry Lawless (seated) Is pre-
sented his award by Commissloner Gary Walters.

Multi-Species Riparian
Buffer Strips Functionpl

MARK BALVANZ
Commissioner

Last August, 1 had an opportunity Lo
visit a multi-species riparian buffer strip
located on Bear Creek in Story county,
The twilight tour started by showing
pictures taken in March, 1990,

These pictures showed an over-grazed
blue grass pasture with a few trees,
mostly dying, and sluffing creek banks,
some that had tried 10 be repaired with
rip-rap. There were also eroded gullies
leading to the adjacent cropped ground.

What I saw that evening was a beauti-
ful multi-species buffer strip. Starting
from the stream bank were five rows of
trees, followed by two rows of shrubs,
then a strip of switchgrass.

The first zone (trees) consisted of one-
three rows of fast growing riparian
species such as willow, cottonwood, hy-
brid popular and green ash. The next two
rows were more moderate growth species
such as hackberry, hickory, white oak and
pin oak.

Zone two (shrubs) also showed a mix-
ture of species. They included choke-
cherry, ninebark, redosier, gray dogwood.
Species are selected for their specific
wildlife benefit and adaptability to differ-
ent sites.

Zone three (grass) functions to dissi-
pate the surface runoff, trap sediment and
ag chemicals. Switchgrass was used be-
cause of its dense cover and stiff stems.
Others such as Indian grass and big or
little blue stem could be used along with

GARY D. WALTERS
Past Commissioner Chalrman

Many thanks to the voters that allowed
me to be their commissioner of the
Hardiri County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District for the last 20 years. It has
been a rewarding experience in the educa-
uonal scope as well as personal friend-
ships acquired during those years locally
and state-wide.

Over the years, many talented and con-
scientous NRCS and DSC staff members
have done their best implementing fed-
eral, state and county soil and water con-
servation programs along with the com-
missioners. Their technical expertise
made it a privilege for the commissioners
to approve the plans put before them at
our inonthly and many special meetings.

Natural Resource Conservation Servi |

Change In Focus

CARROLL J. HOBSON
Commissioner

There have been many rewards in the
nearly 30 years I've worked with soil and
waler conservation, Among the finest re-
wards was meeting so many high quality
people and seeing miles and miles of ter-
races built in this county, particularly
around the Pine Lakes. If terraces are
maintained they will last a long time.

Many other practices like grassed wa-
terways, full flow structures, concrete
outlets, ponds and several others are all
work 1o be proud of, Erosion tests made
by the Agricultural Resource Service in
the 1960's and 70's on the Ray McDowell
farm were fundamental research made
available for all time in colleges around
the United States. I am especially proud
of that work.

The Soil Conservation Service, which
once did everything they could to help
farmers save soil and water, are no longer
the Soil Conservation Service, They are
now the Namral Resource Conservation
Service headed by Paul Johnson from
northeastern Iowa. Mr. Johnson has long
been associated with environmental, bio-
logical and preservation interests. His or-
ganization reflects his views.

Frankly, I liked the Soil Conservation
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switchgrass.

The final option would be to
the actively cutting streambank
combination of willow posts
chored dead wree revetments. C
male 1o install a buffer strip is $
per acre.

Seeing this buffer strip nearing
of the fifth growing season shov
beautiful and functional it can
more added benefit would be 1o
the grass and trees.

This riparian buffer strip res
being conducted by the lowa St
versity Agroforestry Researcl
Dick Schultz, Joe, Callett: a
Ishenhart

With some luck this spring a ¢
these buffer strips will be starte
Pine Creek area. If you have mc
cst, the Natural Resource Cons
Service office in Eldora has pub
on how to design and make
species riparian buffer strip.
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Hardin county residents shgld be
thankful for the diverse natural r burce's
we have: The Pine Lakes, Tov i River
Greenbelt and some of the most Boduc
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Service much better, I think a su
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Security

Eldora/Steamboat Rock

Bank

Security Today, Security Tomorrow
Member FDIC and Federal Reserve System
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FOR A CLEAN START
IN NO-TILL

McDOWELL & SONS

CONTRACTORS, INC.

FARM DRAINAGE & GEMNERAL EXCAVATING
- Nancy — Steve - Rick —~ Jim

Larry
Ackley - (515) 847-3535

.,| lowa Falls - (515) 648-5071
Toll Free - 1-800-782-0031
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For Conservation Tillage,
Plant Hisoy® Soybeans
e 2700

Farm Bureau Service Co.

Serving Hardin County

o 2711

service
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Plumbing & Heating

Hubbard, IA 515-864-2252 or 1-800-288-7516
Serving Hardin County for over 40 years !
See us for all your heating, air condltioning, plumbing,
new construction or repairs. Backhoe, sanitary
leachfleld system, underground well Installation and

S{;{'llrit}’ State Bank

Tri Gounty Services

*Complele Insurance Coverage®
Hubbard - 864-2244

Zearing = 487-7521

Zearing - (515)487-7521
Garden City - (515)893-2211
Hubbard - (515)864-2244
Hubbard, lowa 50122/
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Producls

Member FDIC

Eldora

For All Your Spring Farm Needs
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Ag

Working together to bring you our bes,

Garden (
515-893-2 §7
Hubbar
515-864-2 I
New Provid
515-497-5 }1
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Union
515-486-5
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SEEDS
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