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CHEROKEE COUNTY 

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

* * * * * 

ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR 

1 9 4 8 

* * • * * 

ITe, the Commissioners of the Cherokee County Soil 
Conservation District, submit this report of our activi­
ties and ~coomplishments during 1948, to the people of 
the District, to the State Soil Conservation Committee 
and other assisting agencies. 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: 

c. c. Martin, Chairman Cherokee, Iowa 

L. C, B~ngston Aurelia, Iowa 

James R, Fee .... ashta, Iowa 
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FARM PLANNING ActlVITIES TO..DA'l'E: 

Since the o~ganization of the D~tr~t. 178 farmers have 
deve}oped conservation pl~ns (with Dist~ict assistance) for a total 
of 35.889 acres. About 50% of the praetioe• planned have been ap• 
pli~d on these far.ms. 

Tha distribution of farms with eense~yation plans in Che~okee 
Coun.ty,. by townships, is as follows: (the greate$t ooneent.rat5,.ons 
of conservation· fanners are in the more rolling townships) 
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FROGRESS UADE BY THE 178 DISTRICT COOPERATORS IN ESTABLISHING 
PRACTICES OUTLINED IN THEIR CONSERVATION PlANS. 

Contouring 

Permanen~ Pastures Improved 

New Pastures Seeded 

Headlands and Turn RoYrs Seeded 

Trees and Shrubs Planted for Woodland and 
\1ildl.ife 

Terraces Constructed 

Diversions Constructed 

Waterways Tiled 

Open Ditch Constructed 

'Watervrays Established 

Contour Fence~Built 

Contour Field Divisions ~stablished 

Cropland Limed 

New S~edings Fertilized 

Soil Saving Dams Built 

In Addition: 

16.384 acres 

100 acres 

183 acres 

514 acres 

15 acres 

43 miles 

1 mile 

9,150 lineal feet 

0.2 miles 

53 miles 

3.311 rods 

31,150 rods 

3.175 acres 

3,581 acres 

1 each 

Steele State Bank has constructed approximately 42 miles of 
terraces on their farms • 
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PROGRESS IN APPLICATION OF SOIL CONSERVATION PRACTICES~ An indication of the rate of progress 
can be obtained from this summary of 20 of the earlier District oooperators. 

i . -- -t- +=- -- ------------ -·- -
CONTOURING 
100% ESTA• 
BLISHED 

CONTOUR 
FIELD l TERRACING 
BOUNDARIES, HODS MILES 

CONTOUR FENCE 
RODS 

24o 
120 
240 
l6o 
120 
100 
160 
24o 
200 
160 
24o 
160 
24o 

~?tA:i% :~~· i;~-~1~~~f l9~~~~l1i1-k~~:~-r946~~~i 
1947 79 l 100% 1947 250 ' 
1946 I 99 I 100% 1947 180 I I f I* 

07 
160 
1a> 
320 
160 
120 
120 

1947 I 122
1
. 50% 1948 16o l • 

1945 1 76 75% 19'.!.8 200 o.6 
1946 I 77 100% 1947 250 
1947 j 119 jl 9rlfo 19h8l 210 

3·41 1. 7 

j 0.3 
I 

* 
o.s 

•0.6 

1947 . 198 90% i 19~1 210 
1947 i 151 ' 100% 11947 245 
1947 1 150 . 100% j 194t;j 54o 
1946 1 153 i 100% I 194~ 310 
19461 84 I 1o0% ~ 1947 590 
1947 134 l 100% l! 1947 370 
1948 1 258 ! lOWo 1947 46o 
1947 . 120 1 1o0% 1947 385 

I 2. 71 6. 5 t •1.0 I 

i~~ 2~ 1~ ig~ ~~8 ~~~ 0.711.9 f •1.4 
1948 ' 125 100% 194~ 220 
1947 ! 92 1' 100% 1947 115 
1945 I 79 100% 194 210 I !' 

____ .!.._ __ ... ....J. _ _____ _L _ __ ..._- . _ L_ __ .. --. -· -~- . 

I 

•Have stated they plan on building terraces in 19!$. 
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N PRACTICES: An indication of the rate of progress 
the earlier District cooperators. 
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THE FOLLO.iiUG GOALS ~{AVE B.3.EN SET FOR 1949: 

Development cf Pn~m 00nsorvntion plans 60 nm•r cooperators 

Contour Fai':'l.ing 5341 additional acres 

Contour Field Dh-J.si0ns 76oO rods established 

Terracing 33 miles 

Grassed Ylnterr"nys ~stablished 23 miles 

Headlands and Turn Ro\'/S Seeded 227 acres 

Planting Trees and Shrubs 7 acres 

Diversions Constructed 0.3 miles 

Tile Dro.ino.ge 9,200 lineal feet 

The farm planning activities, during 19~, vrill be planned 
to fncilitato the development of tho greatest possible number or 
sub-vmtersheds with practices established on ~s close to 100% of 
their acreage as possible. 

An attempt will also be rntlde to develop nevr groups where 
they ''Ti 11 fall into sub-'·1atershed develo-pments • 
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SOil.. CQ!I1S~-:RV~l1'IGN S&'7I:'S: 

DurL1g 19~_.=), ·i...he f-oil Conservation Service provided the folloY·· 
ing tJcl-:·nr.o.l n.sri ctc.nco to the Cherokee County So1J. Consorvc.tion 
Dis :;ri ~t: 

l - Pl:-.·1nbf.; 1'ec~miciun ( 12 months) --Harvey L:.ndberg 
l - Jur.:i.or rl.mni.Y~g Technician (5 month:::)-Robert Huff'mo.n 
1- :::cuservn.tc.cn J.i'l (9 months)-----Ed•;:in Clo1· 

h is J.ntidpnted t"lut , during 1949, the District vr:i.ll h'1ve tho 
full t ' me fe~~vicos (, f th0 !lbove listed technical stuff. 

* * * 
The Dist:rict reports tho follovring accomplishments during 1948 

(us a result of the assistance furnished by tho Soil Conservation 
Service): 

30 farmers developed complete conservation plans with dis­
trict assistance (a total of 5~460 acres) 

139 fa.rmers cooperating with tho District established the fol­
lorring conserw.tion practices on their fanns: 

5,934 acres of contoured row crops 
252 acres of headlands, turn ro··~s and new pastures 

seeded 
15 a.cros of trees and shrubs planted 

9.5 miles of terraces constructed 
0.7 miles of field diversions constructed 

9,150 lineal feet of drain tile staked out 
0.2 miles of open drains staked out 

22 milos of vmte.rvro.ys seeded 
1,640 rods of contour fence staked out 
7,015 rods of contour field divisions laid out 
2,182 acres of cropland limed 
2,480 acres of rotation seedings on which phosphate 

fertilizer was applied 
1 soil snving da.m constructed 

59 farmors, who (it is anticipated) will become d'i.strict 
cooperators, received district assistance in establish­
ing tho follovring practi cos: 

In Addition: 

1,820 acres of contoured rovr crops 
1,900 lino::tl foot of v:ntcr.ro.ys seeded 

1.5 miles of terrncos constructed 
300 lineal foot of diversions constructed 
180 ~ds of contour fenco staked out 

1,324 rods of contour field divisions la.id out 

Steolo State Bnnk constructed nbout 30 miles of terraces on 
their farms during 1948. 



EXTENSION SERVICE: 

The Extension Service, through the County Extension Director, h~. s 
nssistod tho district mc.t(Jric.lly in furt~oring the uso of soil con­
scrvo.tion prc.cticCJs in the county through its jduc'1tionc.l ~·.nd publicity 
progrnm in Che rokoo County. 

This county is fortunn.te in boing one of the fo'N counties in vr'lich 
tho Extension Survico h':\S 0 .Ssignac1 oxtro pcrsonnol (".n ~ssist'J.nt county 
extension diructor for soil consJrvc.tion) to c.id in tho soil conscrw.­
tion oduco.tionfll progrc-.m. 

A spocinl sub-co~itt·,JJ of tho county 0xtension progr11m phnning 
committ0e ho.s dovalop·.Jd " spocir.l progrr:m on soil conso rv"'\tion ( .Jmphn­
sizing o. 11;ell b'1bncod fc.rm ?1::-.n) in ~·hich is outlined thu extension 
progr~m for tho yo~r. Ono soil consvrvo.tion district commissioner 
nnd tv;o other fo.:r.nors r.nkc up this com.'!tittou. 

Some of the other ::.ctivitius cc.rricd on during tho yonr o.ro: 

1. Infonnr-.tion me J tings '.'.·ere hold in potcmtiul vr':l.torshud nr.Jc,s to vx­
plc.in the Li ttlo .Sioux Flood Control Program cmd tho mnnnar in which 
it vrould be c.ppli13d in sub-v;atorshods. 

2. Aided in securing coopor?.tion of tho loca.l ministerin.l u s soci<'-tion, 
businvss clubs und loca.l no·.:spc.pcrs for tho purpose of promoting 
soil conserv:-.tio~"l <'ock. Ministers coopor::-. ting 1.·ith i toms on church 
bullotin boa.rd or short ta.lks from pulpit. Mo.ts \;ore o.lso furnish..; d 
to nonspo. pe rs. 

3. Assistant County Gxtonsion Diructor served c.s mombor of Friends of 
Land oducc.tiono.l co t:"c:J.i ttoc; vrork:.::d with cou!'lty schoo 1 superintend­
ent in pl~.nning soil conso rvo.tion cd.uc:-.tion~. l progron in schools. 

4. Arro.ngod for oxtonsion spocblists to ~ssist vrith tho Pilot Rock 
Plovring !1!t:t tches ".nd F · rm Rcnovntion Dny. 

5· A torrc.cing demanstrr..t;iou wr. s hold in 1>-pril on the I. Johnson f c.rm 
( d.Gmonstrr. ting vrhirhrind torro.cJ d nnd disk tillers for t o rro.co con­
struction). 

6. A treopla.nting domonstro.tion >ms hold in April on tho Simonsen f fl. I'Il\ 
(dumonstrnting treu pl-mting methods, co.ro and usa of tru apl~nting 
mr chino). 

7. H.·"'.king c.rro.ngoments for o. soil consorw.tion tour for tho Che rokoo 
Ki•.rc.nis Club. 

8. r~rnintuinod n. vrookly column on soil consorva.tion in the F'a.nn Buror-.u 
S po ko smnn. 

9. J~ssistod in running contour lin..::s r.nd b.ying out torr~. cos during 
spring rush soason. 

10. J~.ssist rrith promotion of Sioux City Progrnm for l'ormnn.Jnt Agri­
culture. 



FRIENDS OF THE ILHD: 

I~ J;.u~st of 1948, tho Comni:ssionors of tlw Cherokou County Soil 
Conserv.:<.tion District joinod vrith tho othqr c.griculturo.l ~. nd business 
lenders of tho county to orgnnizo tho first cho.ptor of Friends of tho 
Lo.nd vri th heC~.dqunrtors in Io,·r, , known .", s the Li ttlc Sioux Chnptor , .. ith 
headquarters in Chorokoo, lO'N'l.. 

Dr. Hugh H. Bennatt, Chief of tho U. s. Soil -Gonsorv~.tion Ser­
vice, gnyo tho r.ddross o.t the Chnrtor meeting on tho evening of J.ugust 
lOth. Tho buffet supper 1·:hich procodod tho nddross W!'.s under the 
sponsorship of th0 Churokoo Ch11mbor of Commerce. Present '.'roro s uv-Jnty­
soven chc-.rter members nnd oighty-nino out-of-tovm gue sts from eighteen 
st~tos ~nd tho District of Columbin. 

Throe ln--rge meetings open to tho public with n" tiono.lly knovm 
conser~.tion spe r\ k.:~rs [\.re !'ln.nnod tor 1949. The Fri ends of the Lc.nd 
org~nization s oerns- to int ,' r'-'st indi vidua.ls in cons orvo.tion who could 
not be roo.chod in r.ny otho r Ymy. 

Tho officers of the Little Sioux obnpter nre: ·::nshburn Stoolo, 
president ( bnnkar), . Whitfivld :.drunson, vi co-president ( f'l.rrner), 
Archie Nolson, 2nd vic .:: -prosidont (lawyer), nnd Rav. H. G. McCoy, 
Socroto.ry-Trec.suror - c.ll of Cherokee, Iovm. 

Tho Little Sioux Chnpt or joinod with tho Chnmbor of Commerce in 
sponsoring a meeting of fr1.rrnors a.nd busine ss mon ( in Soptembor) v:ith 
Go6rg0 LAmp, Asst. St~to Consc r~tionist (Flood Control) ns sponkor. 

An inspection tour of tho Kirkholm Sub-1·.-ntershed (in Idn County) 
which is in the proce ss of construction v:ns sponsore d Y.-i th n ~ 10.00 
nvro.rd cnmern oorttost . for tho b est cons e rvation picture taken. 

Tho. organization holpod sp onsor n Contour Fencing Domonstr~tion 
on E-l~on Do.y. Everyone vote d nnd then anmo to tho demonstrr-. tion 
to soe how o. dtf'f.J r ent typo of fence wus eonstructcd, nnd for fr0e 
coffee and doughnuts. 

Four Cho.pter Lnnd Letters hnvo boon sent to the mernb: rship sinoo 
Autust and tho Educntionr-.1 Committee is v10rking with tho Str.to nnd 
County educators to initintG consor~tion eduontion f or ovvry school 
child in tho county. 
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PILOT ROCK PLOWING H:.TCri ~·.ssOCILTIONr 

On i~ugut~t 19th rmd 20th, 1948, tho above nnmod nssoci",tion, 
~~th tho nssistnnco ~nd support of othur county orgnniz~tions, 
businessmen ~.nd farmers, str,gGd nn ngricultural show v.noso thomo 
vrns soil conservation. The District commissioners vrore hnppy to 
npprovo tho use of nll nvnilnblo fnoilitios of the District thnt 
could be u~ted in m~,king this shovr n success • It was felt thnt n 
show of this kind could be very effective in presenting soil con­
servation inform~tion b n gro:::.t mnny people ::md v:ould pr::>b~bly 
reach mnny vrho ere n<Jt contncted in tho nonn:<l course of tho dis­
trict's educnti on c.nd info nne. ti on progrnm. 

The tvto d~y show·, nll -:.1 f which wns held on the Frnnk Werthmnn 
fnrm nonr Cherokee, consisted of tho following ovonts: 

1. Pilot RJck Nntionnl - a terrnco building contest f ,)r spooic.l 
torrncing oquipmont pulled by a. fr.:nn tro.ct-:>r~ 

2. Sto.te Plow Terrnco - o. tcrrnco building contest to qunlify o. 
winner to the nntioncl plov1 terrnco event. 

3• District Contour ?bvring - c. contour plovd ng contost (tho vrinnor 
to qunlify for entry n. t the Yt'HO plovting 
ovont. 

4. Junior Contour ?bwing - n contour pl::wring contest for boys cmd 
girls under 18 ~~o.rs of nge. 

5• 4-H Li vostock Shovr nnd Sc.lo 

6. Fnrm Mcchinory r'.nd Heo.vy Equipment Show 

7. Horse Show 

8. Renovr.tion of the Frnnk ~·rcrthmn.n fo.rm by installing the follovr.ing 
consorvntion prncticos: 

~. Terr~ces (2.5 miles) 
b. Grassed W~ten~ys (280 rods shnped, limed, fertilized, soodod 

nnd mulchvd). 
c. Grass Headhnds (400 rods limed, fertilized cmd soodod). 
d. Tiling (1700 linonl fvot of drnin tile instnlled). 
o. Rond Bunks Socdod (180 rods of road ditch sloped, ltmod, 

fertilized, suodod and mulched). 
f. Contour Fence (170 rods built; nll fonco rows limed, fertil-

ized nnd soodod). 
g. Leveling old fence r ·Tirs (70 rods leveled}. 
h. Diversion dikos (2250 linonl foot constructed). 
i. Enrth fills uith pipe spilhmy ( 1 constructed). 
j. Sbck natoring System ( l constructed in oonjucti :m with earth 

fill). 
k. Fnrmstond Improvement (now dri vawo.y put in to buildings, lots 

lovoled nnd fillvd, diversion constructed to lon.d vmtor avro.y 
from buildings). 



Through tho cooporntion of tho Extension Service, the Soil 
Consorw.tion Service and loc r:-.1 district co opere. tors, tho Plowing 
M'o.tch Association m\s o.blo to sto.tion o:x:perioncod men t\t r.ll 
points on the fnnn to oxpluin tho vrork th(\t '\'.'US going on ( :1 

porto.blo loudspenkor system vms usod), 

Commissioners l.~.rtin :1nd Foo sorvod as plm-ring nnd torro.co 
contest judges. Commif:si . ..ncr Bengston served ns field chcirm'\n 
for tho contour ploYtint, ,~·.·onts. Commissioner Benston v~.s nls::> 
elected President of tho ~ ;il:>t R.)ck Plovting Mntch L.ssoci~. tion 
for 1949• 

There Yroro 50 contostQnts in tho four contest oYonts. Tho 
show W".s very v:e ll nttcndcd; not only by Cherokee County residents 
but by mo.ny from other c ~untios o.rtd other sto.tos. Distinguished 
guests included Dr. H. H" Bonnett, Chief, Soil Consorvo.ti::>n Service. 
The i)ilot Rock Plowing Ih:;ch :.ssocintion is to bo commended for 
this successful o.nd worth,:hilo shJn. 



CHEROKEE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEH: 

The District npprocir.tos tho n.ssistnnce given it by the Cherokee 
County school system. To give r:.n iden of the cooporr-tion 1'.'0 hn vo re­
ceivod 1'.'0 nro including tho following stntoment, from Enrle F. Borklor, 
County Superintendent of Schools, in our nnnunl report: 

"This is to ropot-t to you Conservr:-.tion Activities of tho Cherokee 
County School System. 

Tho County School Suporintondont is n chnrtor member of the "Little 
Sioux Chnptor of tho Frionds of tho Lnnd", n UC'.tionnl Non-pn.rtisnn 
Society for tho Conservation of Soil, Rrdn nnd f:l.'\n• At tho 1948-49 
organization meeting of the Chorokoo County Sch:):>l Trnstors • Club, tho 
County Superintendent, wh0 is ~ member of tho Educntion Committee of 
tho Friends of the L'\nd, presontod to thf'.t group the ndvnnt\gos of 
schools ilnd school porsohncl o.ssocit>..ting thomsclvos vrith the orgnni­
zntion• 

Tho Stnto Dopnrtmont of Educ~tion is vory sympnthotic to the Frionds 
of the Lnnd nnd Consvrvntion of nll tho Good in Nnturo. The dopnrtment 
prepares n sciunce course of study which mny bo used in tho tenching of 
scionco in tho Rurnl Schools. This course of study includos n unit for 
onch the fnll, vrintor and spring term to te:-,ch Consorvntion t·li th pr:.rti­
cubr omphnsis on · Soil Consorvr:.t.i:m. Those units hnve been plncod not 
only in tho Rural Sch ·J?ls but nlso tho Town nnd ConsolidC'.ted Schools of 
tho County nnd tho schools hnvo boon inspired as to tho service they 
Y!i ll gi VO • 

1~ honrty invitation by tho Cherokee County School Musters' Club was 
extended to Hr. Wnshburn Steele, Prosidont of tho Local Chnpter of 
Friends of the L'\nd, nnd Hr. Hc.rvoy R. Lindborg of the Locnl Soil Con­
sorV':'.tion Office to '\ttond one of its meetings to inform them of who.t 
correlCttion cnn be mnde botYroon tho schools Ctnd their agencies for in­
corpornting Soil Consorvntion into tho school programs. The invitntion 
wcs accepted nnd both men presented intorosting discussions to tho 
school officinls. 1~11 ngrJod that So-il Conservation is n vital considor­
ntion of utmost c0ncern. Tho guests offered n large supply of valuable 
librnry m~terinls to the schools. They offered to provide field trips 
for schools; to serve nt Educational mootings of tenchers, parents, r.nd 
pupils; to promote contests for schools; nnd to serve in r:.ny cnpncity 
YJ'ho ro they might bo of sorvico • Tho Superintenden-ts expressed friendly 
npprocintion '\nd thanks in their nccoptnnce of these opportunities nnd 
mo.de knm·m th::lt Conservation 'IIi 11 be incorporr.tod vrherevor possible in 
tho school curriculum ~nd nctivities. 

J.t tho present time Mr. Bruce Floren, l~ssist~nt Chcrokvc County 
Extension Director nnd roprosont~.tivo of the Iowa. Stnte College Exten­
sion Sorvico, a.nd tho County Superintendent's Office nro setting up nn 
instruction unit ontitlod "Soil Consorvntion" for usc in tho schools in 
Yihich students ~.nd pnronts cnrry on r. cooporntivo study. 



During this month schools of tho cou~ty nre pnrticipnting in n 
Stc.to r'.nd Co'l.lnty Essn.y Contest, "Importn.nco of C0nservt:tion in !own" 
being conducted by tho ChotokJo Oounty Pilot Rock Chc.ptur of tho 
D •. : •• R. under tho direction of Mrs. H. "!'1, Hnnson, Regent, Lnrrnboe, 
Iovr,. 

Cherokee County, is fort,unnto in hnving its nblo County Extension 
Director, Mr. 1 •• R, Griffith; its Little Sioux Chr.ptor of the Friends 
of tho L.'\nd vli. th Mr~ Yinshburn Steele, President; its Fedor~l Conservn­
tion Office ~·rith Mr4 Hnrvoy R, Lindberg, Director; nnd its Assistant 
County Extension Director• Those o.gcn~ios work in close harmony in 
doing nctunl Contour Fc.rming·,. Torrncing; Structural Reclo.m".ti:m nnd 
Prosor~tion of Im·~n Lnnd.; Tho Pilot Rock Pl:)wing Match hns been for 
yonrs nn '\nnu~l event of n,'ltiorml fruno in Chorolc.1o County. Those 
groups ns n unit hnve sor~~d this event in modernizing n f~rm ih n 
singlv dny in the employment of those pr~ctices. Theso things hnve 
provided n. wonderful nnd rich ?pportunity for this typo of Education. 
This unit W\Jrks in close h'\rmony vfi th the Count.y Superintendent's 
Offico :1nd thoreby to tho schools of tho county, thus, promoting 
this phnso of Educr.tion vthich is receiving State nnd Nntionnl at­
tention. 

Tho schools of tho c0unty hn vc boon reminded of these things 
nnd spocinl roquost hc. s boon issued thnt vre be tnught to bo nblo to 
employ in our vocnbul~rios such terms ns, Er?sion, Torrr.cing, Con­
touring, Pond H."..nc.gcmont, Devobpmcmt of Wildlife, ?roducti:m of 
Fish, Wntershod, Spillvro.y, Yhto:r' Cycle:, b.queducts, nnd other rolnted 
topics. 

'.'To fool thnt your progrnm is v0ry closely r.ssoeinted with r-.nd 
the ul timtl.to outcome lo"..ds to the C·msor-mtion of Hum'ln Honlth. We 
nrc ondc~voring to cnrry on nn intensive "..nd extensive progrnm of 
Honl th Educntion nnd Prr.cticcs. 

Vlo nre v-3ry hC'.ppy with this whole program. In these things 
we consider our Philosophy of Eduoe~tion a.s hns been said "Our tl".tion, 
our state, our county, our tovmship, or our fnrm is n0 richer thnn 
tho lnnd of which it is mndo," "It is n snored heritr.go to be pnssed 
on from gonera.tion to gono:r'ntion, so--- let's nll coopernte to the 
fullest to preserve ~.nd improve this trust." 



SIOUX CITY BtOGR.'Ji FOR PERM:.NENT .AGRICULTURE ( sp.~nsorod by tho Sbux 
City Ch~mbor of Commerce ~nd Tho Sioux City Journ~l·Tribuno Pub~ie­
ntions)~ 

Tho Cherokee County Soil Consor~tion District pnrtioi!Y.ltod in 
tho ~bove nrumod prog~ in 1948. 

In Choro koo County. fi fty·oight f(lrmors were nominated ~- s out­
at~nding oonservntion fnrmors. Tho proc~duro used to soloct tho throe 
outstanding fnrms '\"H'.s r-.s follO'.rs: tho J~as •t. County Ext. Director 
nnd s.c .. s. porsonnol soloctod thirteen fr1.1ms from tho gr:)up of fifty­
vight; tho commissiono rs viov!cd the so thirteen fnrms from the nir r.nd 
ch~ckod thoir nccomplishmonts, selecting sovon ns outstnnding. Tho 
commissioners then ~rrnngod for tho ?lymouth County District to sond 
over throe judges to select tho top throe in Chcr-.lkoe County from tho 
list of seven. 

1. dinner, in honor of the fifty•eight entries, wns sp0nsorod by 
the Cherokee Cha.mb~r of Commerce in September. The district chninnnn 
a.nd tho county v:innors nttonded tho dinner in Sioux City in their honor. 

Tho commissioners ~rra.nged for three Cherokee County judges to go 
to tho Plymouth County District ~d holp select their throe top fnrms. 

The district vnshos to express its npprecir.tion to the .sponsoring 
groups r.nd nssure them thc.t it v:ill pnrticipnte in their 1949 progrrun. 

THE GOODYEi.R TIRE ... ~ITD RUBBER COMPLNY SOIL CONSERV.:..TI<>ll cmtr~ST FOR 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS. 

The district participated in this progrnm in 1948 nnd hns vo~od 
to pnrticip~te in this progrnm in 1949, 

Tho renl vnluu in nn event of this type is the opportunity to 
ovnlunte tho distriet progr~m nnd orgnni~ntion. 

The commissioners nttanded the re-"ognition dinher in Des U::>ine-s 
whioh wa.s sponsored by the Goodyo':'.r Tiro &: Rubber Compnny. 

Tho Ohorokco County District Commission~rs ~pprecinta tho rocog~ 
nition given thom in this pr0grn.m. 



' 
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PMA - The nctivv soil cons0rvnti0n progrnm of this orgnnizntion h~s 
boon nn nid in promoting District activities. In Cherokee County, 
tho District hns recoiv0d direct ~ssistnnce from committoomon in 
la.ying out contour guide linos during rush sonsons. 

CHEROKEE COUHTY F.'.Im BURE.:~U • Soil Conservation informr'.tion ho.s nl­
vrnys been included (I S ::m importnnt i tom in the Cherokee County pro­
grnm. One -District commissioner servos on the county ngron~my 
plnnning committee. 

B..'.NICS - Chorokoo County b:mkers hnve tnkon nn nctive intorost in 
tho District soil c~nsor,~tion progrnm. They hnve encour~gcd nnny 
fr.rmors to -:-.dopt consorv-nti .1n plnns nnd nlso oncournge it thMugh 
their fnrm ma.n~gomont nctivities, Tho Bnnkers ~··ssocit.tion hnd nn 
excellent soil consorvntion exhibit at the 1948 Plowing Hntch. Tho 
Stoole Stnto Br.nk 'lf Cho rokoe cuopera.ted v:i th the Friends of the 
Lo.nd in sponsoring r. contour fencing demonstration nnd n.lso n soil 
consc rw.tion tour. 

NE'-~SPLPERS- Tho locn.l ll01'!Spr.pers ha.vo given District r:ctivitios 
e4{cel1ont ne·:rs covernge. During Soil Conservation ~-:eek, specinl 
effort wa.s ma.do to print foa.ture stories and a.ds on soil consorvntion 
nctivities, Ropqrtors mnke rogu1a.r stops a.t tho district office. 

p;,.RH M,.".CHINERY COHP •• NIES - Locnl doa.lers ha.ve nnd o.re doing a. grout 
doa.l to,-rnrd promoting soil ~onsormtion. They hn ve nided in ob­
tnining equipment for demonstrntions ~nd ~~re a. big fnctor in tho 
success of tho Fa.rm Renovation Day during tho 1948 Pilot Rock evant. 

CHEROKZE CH; .. MBER OF CO~f::ERCE - The District vrishos to ta.ke this 
orportunity of expressing their a.pprecintion to the loca.l Chrumbor 
of Commerce for tho help received during 1948. The Cherokee Chamber 
of Co~orco sponsored tho dinner that preceded the organization 
mooting of tho locnl ch~ptor of Friends of th~ L~nd; they also 
sponsored a dinner honoring 59 Chorokoo County formers for out­
stnnding soil consorV'1ti on v.r.)rk. 

IliDIVIDU:.L J.SSISTL.NCE - The District fools thnt thoro is one 
group who pl".y ~ vi t:1l pc.rt in tho soil conservo.tion progrf',m tho.t 
receives ~11 t1o littlo r~cognition. Tho district refers to local 
fnnnors who plny t , lu::1.ding pnrt (giving nuch time) to·wa.rd mnking 
group nnd smo.ll vmtorshad developments successful. 

• 



.. -

' 

• 

• 

LITTLE SIOUX FLOOD CONTRC'L PROGRAH: 

Tho District is omphc.sizing the completi on of f~rm consvrvn.tion 
pbns with c oopornting fnrtlors on n group bn.sis th::ct v:ill fncilitnto 
tho dovolopncnt Jf c0mploto orJsion control mc<::.suros .)n ontiro smn11 
wntorshods. The District feels th::J.t this is n very pr"'.cticn.l method 
of reducing fb od d:unn.ge on tho Little Sioux Ri vcr.. The District 
pro~;ro.m is in ucc:-rd~ncc d th policie s ...-rorkod out through tho Li ttlo 
Sioux ·,;orks Commi ttoo. 

Briefly, District ;?ro;rass in development of sub-vmtorshcds is 
~- s f'l llovrs : 

1. Four Ymtorshods, tot~.lling r.bout 3700 ucr0s hn ve from 70% to 95% 
of their ceres under '1 f .'\ rm consur-.."f'.tion pln.n in coopornti'm with 
tho District. Those nrc cnllod tho ?hrtin, !:ortonson, Fee n.nd 
Simonson T:~:tcrshcds. They h..·wo nll boon c.llcc::J.tod construction 
priori tics by tho Li ttlo Sioux ·.:o rks Commi ttoc. It is nntici­
pn.tod thnt inst~1l'\ti~n ?f flood control structures where needed 
will be stnrtcd on tvro of too s o ;-:::J.tcrsheds during 1949. 

2. Tho 4-r.!ilo Crook ··:a.torshed which consists of nll . .)r po.rt of 43 
fnrms vrith n totn l .-,f 5600 o.cros in tho v.rutershed is well stnrtod 
vri th ot·.rnors of 63% of tho lnnd in tho wo.tershed cooporn.ting vrith 
tho District in ostnblishing conscrvn.ti on practices. 

3· Stratt ?n Creole, Perry Creek, Po.tterson o.nd Re. lston also have mnde 
c.. stnrt ( Yri th owners of fr?m 10% to 40% of the acres in these 
vro.torsheds !lpplying consorvo.ti on prncticos on their land). 

4. iiork is being dono in stnrting mr o gr0ups with the view of 
ultimately combining them into smnll vmtershods where possible. 

The District is ·Jncountcring problems in the development of 
smn.l1 vrntorshods which o. ro not ordinnrily considered a stumbling 
block in the normnl coursv of indi viduo.l r.nd group f!lrm p1nnning. 
To be effective on r. wr.tershed c.roo. bo.sis, soil nnd moisture con­
sorv-.tion meQsuros must b e nppliod on a high percentage of tho 
vrutershod ~roe. In our experience 1jfith vmtershed d·evolopment so 
fo.r, vro hnvo f ound th~.t 50% of tho fnnnors in n vmtershed nrc vory 
much interested c.. nd coopJ r::-.t ivo. In the course of intervst nnd 
plnnnint; mootint;s and c :mtr-.cts, (:mother 10% to 25% usunlly become 
intorcstcd, Tho effort t:- c. rousc interest in the remn.ining fn.rmers 
requires oonsidoroblc effort o.nd is not :1lwnys successful; it is 
our thought thnt, gi yen timo, intorvst vrill dovolop in many c ::t sos • 
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* • * * • 
In looking fon~nrd, the District commissioners fool thct 

education in soil consor~tion must continuo to bo intensified 
if the upplicution of soil consurvntion practices on the land 
is to be spo0dod up. 

Tho educc-,tionn.l progrn.m is the bc.sis of successful District 
operc.ti ons; it must be continued nnd oxpnndod until nll fr rmors 
nro furming the lnnd nccording to its ccpnbilitics. 

The f~rmers who hcve :;, good undorsto.nding ·)f tho principles 
of soil consorvv.tion ro:-tdil~r bocome District cooperntors. 

* * * * * 
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