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ANNUAL rui;PORT 

POWESHIEK COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT . 

January 1, 1945 to December 31; 1945 

The Poweshiek Soil Conservc;i.tion District was established 
during the c!l.4endar year of 1945, The preliminary work for 
securing a district was major project of the Poweshiek County 
Farm Bureau coope~ating wit~ the State Conservation Committee 
in 1944. 

The circulation of the petitions for a district was under 
the direction pf J .• J. Boatman, chairman of the Farm Bureau 
Soils Comr.:i ttee, On January 1, 1945 there were 493 -signatures. 
This was approximately 25% of the lcmd owners of the county. 

These signcttures were submitted to the county auditor 
and the county chairman of the AM committee who approved them 
as land owners~ The petitions were filed with the State Soil 
Conservation Committee at Des Moines and arrangem0nts made for 
a hearinc:; to be held at the City Hall, Brooklyn, on 7Jednesday, 
February 28, at 1: 30 P. H. 

There w~r~ approximataly 100 in attendance at the hear­
ing nt which VIr. Alvin Mann, President of' the Farm Burenu, 
acted as temporary Chairman. l';Iembers of the State Soil Con­
servation Committee included Chris J~nsen1 Clark Huntley, Earl 
Elijcl1 and Clyde Spry. Mr. P. c. Taff, representing the Ex­
tensio8 Service, and Kenneth King from the State office of the 
u. s. Conservation Service Yt~ere also present. 

Mr. Uann presented a ste.tement B.S to the soil situation 
in Po ~veshiek County and the interest shown by tl\re farm owners 
and operators in meetins the proble.ms · in a definite way. The 
meeting was then given to Hr.- Chris Jensen, of ,Audubon who con­
ducted the hearing. 

Members 1;ve:ce pre sent from every · township. Speaking for 
the establishment of a district here were J. J. Boatman, George 
Paul., representing the AAA; Marvin lJlcLain, representing the 
Farm Bureau; L. G. Chrysler, Grinnell; Kelley Davis, Montezuma; 
Raymond Pilgrim., Grinnell; Howard Sears, Malcom; and J. s. 
Quist, Acting Co. Extension Director. 

Among the statements made by the speakers showing the de­
sire and need for a district,/ emphe.sis Wf.l.s placed upon the 
fact that: 

(1) Approximately 90 per cent of the land of the county 
is rolling and has slopes of 3 or ~ore per cent. 

(2) There has been serious erosion losses of the top soil 
in the county. 



( 3) WAr time food demands have caused a heavy cropping 
and that const';rvation practices are necessary to restore the 
l~.nd es n whole to its no.rmal productive condition. 

(4) There is a great need for a county-wide educational 
program on land use for the maintenr.noe of its fertility nnd. 
to check losses from erosi9n, heo.vy cropping nnd indifferent 
mangement. 

Following the hearing the State Conservation Committee 
voted unanimously for estnblishing a district in Po·,-,eshiek 
County. 

A nominating committea composed of Clem DeMeulen~ere, 
G·eorge Pr~ul, and Estel Pilgrim presented the folJiowing list 
of candidates for county commissioners of the district. Those 
nominated were: J. J. Boatman, (Jackson Township; Heward Sea.r~, 
Sheridan To·vvnship; Elmer Dunnick, Deep River Township; Waldo 
McLennan, Jefferson Township; and Willa.rd Wells, Washington 
To 1,vnship~ 

Following the hearing, notices were published as requir­
ed by law in the Grinnell, Montezuma, and Brooklyn papers for 
holding a referendum and election Saturday evening, lJiarch 31. 

The following polling places and officers were secured 
for holding the election: 

Place 

Clindinin Office, Grinnell 
High School Guernsey 
Old Barber Shop, Hartwick 
Court House, Wontezuma 
F,arm Bureau Office, Brooklyn 
Farmers Elevator, Hal com 
Old Bank Bldg., Searsboro 
Sheridan Towns~ip 
Deep River To~nship 

Ju<ige 

R. s. Pilgrim 
Bob Green 
L. L. Lambert 
W. E. 'McKee 
John Carlson 
~.n.rm. IJioli son 
Earl IJiincer 
Elmar Baustian 
Bob McWilliams 

Clerk · 

Earl Fowler 
George Norden 
Calvin Korns 
Kelley Davis 
C. DeiTeulenaere 
George Eichorn 
Floyd Hasley 
George Simmons 
C .... 4.. Postma 

l iTr. Earl Elijah supervised the election. The polls were 
open from .7:30 to 10:00 P. M. Results of the election were as 
follows: 

:eolling PlE\.ce s For Aga- Boat- Dunn- ~nna.n _futars V§ells 
1.!1.§1 man lck 

Guernsey 4 0 4 4 3 1 
Hartwick 12 0 11 3 12 7 3 
Hontezurna 30 1 27 25 11 12 15 
3r·ooklyn 35 10 28 20 21 25 11 
I:Talcom ry 0 7 5 7 2 I 

G·rinn0ll .37 1 32 10 11 30 31 
Senrsboro 7 0 7 4 3 2 5 
Sheri dc-u1 Twp .. 7 0 4 2 4 6 5 
~eep River 23 _Q_ M ~ 12 _L __i_ 

132 12 143 91 82 96 ·?7 



The election gave a large ma.jori ty in favor of estEJ..blish­
ing a district~ The commissioners elected wer~ J. J. Boatman1 
for 6 years, Howard Sears for 4 years and Elmer Dunnick for 
2 years. · 

The first meeting of the commissioners of the Poweshiek 
County Conservation District liVas held at the Farm 3ure au Office 
Wednesday evening, April 18. Present at the meeting were 
J. J. Boatman, Howard Sears, and Elmer Dunnick. Others were: 
w. T. Maackstead, representing the State Soil Conservation, 
Bry~n Boatman, District Soil Conservationist, and J. s. Quist. 
The commisRioners el.ected the :following officers: J. J. Boatman, 
Chairman; J. s. Quist was appointed as acting secretary. Dis- · 
cussion at this meeting was given to the . duties of the officers :: 
the memorandum of understanding to be made between the county 
.soil commissioners, the a~ricultural Extension Service, the 
State Soil Conservation Committee and the United State Soil 
Conservation Service. An authorization was made for signing 
necessary agreements and requests made for assistance in 
,Nri ting and developing the work program. 

Other meetings of the Board .held during the year were on 
l.I ay 28, June 28, July 27, October 26 and November 2?. 

ACTIVITIES 

The development of a Soil Conservation District has be,~n 
the out~~owth of a county-wide education program, brought about 
by a series of meetings sponored by the County Farm Bureau. 

At these meetings discussion wns given to the soil sit­
uation of Poweshiek county, erosion pr6blems, soil fertility 
and soil losses from het:.vy cropping. In January a county con­
ference · was arrMged A,t which members of the county AAA 
committee, Soil Conservation Service, Extension Ser~ice and 
approximately 25 representatives from the county attended. At 
this meeting a rather definite soil program .of ~Nork W?.S de­
veloped dealing ~ith soil conservation practices, usae of 
commerical fertilizers and 1945 conserv~tion payments~ In 
addition material was prepared for use nt township meetings 
throughout the county. 

The soil situation was given a prominent place in most of 
the township Farm Bureau meetings during the yea.r. Mr. Bryan 
Boatman, District Conservationis.t, attended meetings in Pleasant. 
Jackson, Sheridan, and Washington townships. Members of the 
Farm Bureau soils committee attended meetings and d1cussed the 
soil situation in Chester, Grant, Deep River and Jefferson 
township. The County Extension Director discussed this project 
with the Chamber of Commerce e.t Brooklyn, Rotary Club at 
Grinnell, the county Farm Bure~u Women's meeting held in 
I:Ialcom, and the Farm Bureau me:etings_ in Bear Creek, and Sugar 
Creek Townships. It was also a basis for discussion with the 
county and township AAA meeting held in the epr1ng of 1945., 
These meetings reached approximately 2000 people. 



DEUONSTRATIONR 

In Ha.rch L~r. J I) J ,, Boatman met with t.he Farm Bureau 
Board of Direc·Gcrs c-.u.1d discussed. active soi 1 C0 !1serv at ion 
work vvn ich could be cer:r·ied on until a soil district was es­
tablishedq The di.reotors recommended that a series of con­
tourinG demonstrations be arranGed. The following demonstrat­
ions 1;vere carried on by ltir. Boatman and t~rr. Quist. 

Marvin Eflin 

Forrest Read 

Lester King 

Harry Taylor 

Bert Butler 

Floyd Hasley 

Fred HcDowell 

Marvin Himschoot 

Russell Winburn 

A. J. Blinkensop 

7!.rlJN.QHIP 

Union 

Fladison 

Scott 

Deep River 

Jackson 

Sugar Creek 

V!ashington 

Pleasant 

Jefferson 

ATTENDANCE 

55 

8 

6 

65 

90 

35 

35 

15 

40 

30 

In addition, the County Extension Director assisted in 
setting up contour demonstration fields for Charles Foster, in 
Sheridn:q. township, Marvin Watson and J. L. Zhorne in Union, 
Everett Johnson in Scott 1 A. C. Ecintosh in J ackson, Chris 
Schilder in Pleasant township, Leon Johnson in Malcom township, 
John L~iehl and Son in Chester township, and A. J. McCormick in 
PJ.easn.nt townshipo 

It is estimated as a result of these demonstrations and 
assistance tha.~ more than 400 farms established contour pract ­
ices on an approxlmately 12,000 acres during the year. 

A special field day was held in October, through the 
cooperative efforts of the County Soil Consergation Servic~, 
A)JA., and JGh8 Fa.rr>1 Bureau and the John Deere Implement Company, 
C~rinnell . This was a terracing and di teh filling and grass 
, .~.rater·Nay building demonstration. Mr. · lJiorton James 1 County 
Technician, and. IAr . Russell Winburn on VI/hose farm the d.em..­
onstrat ion was pre sen ted, spent approximately two days in mak­
ing plans f or this event. One terrace was compleated, the lin­
es laid out for building another~ Also one ditch was filled 
and another prepared for filling so that those attending might 
see 'the completed work as well as watch the operation. This 
event WD .. s of county-wide interest attracting approximately 
500 :Jun.p le. 



Thrcugh -:he meetint;s, domonstrntions, field day, and per­
sonal oon~acvs the~o has been developed a co~scious~ess that 
th0 land in Poweshiek County hc..s rencheJ. Lt. cri t ical oondltion. 
Approximately 2/3 of the surface soil has been lost in adc5.i tion 
to serious dHmn.e;e from gulleys. The educational program awaken-

. ed the people ~o the necessity action and has demonstrated that 
something coulP, be done. It has estnblished confidence among 
many that can do contouring farming. 

PUBLICITY 

r.cuch of the success of developing an, a-et.lvo soil p:r.~ ~~r ~- 1m 
was due to the spendid publicity received from the Grinnel~ 
Hernld-Register; the Montezuma Republican and the Brookl;yn 
Chronicle. Progress reports were pr~pared each week of the 
developement of tha soils district in the county. The eounty 
Extension Director supplied timely news stories of all meetings~ 
Hr. Dnve Sutherland, editor of the Montezuma Republican, attend­
ed a number of the meetings and demonstrations r-tnd took pict­
ures showing erosion dnmage, results of contour practices sna. _ 
bf ' thu attendance at meetings. 

The .Farm Eureau Spokesmnn, which has a page given to 
Po':veshiek County ROtivities, likevvise was supplied ':Vith timely 
material. 

FIELD OPERA'riONS 

The county commissioners in developing the Vl/ork plan 
suggested that the following precedure should be used. 

1. That indiViduals interested in developing farm p:hans 
and desiring the help of the soj_l conservation district should 
set up an organjr.ation meeting. It is the responsibility of 
the Farm Bureau to as·sist those.interested -\,lfj __ "Gh these arrangernentsc. 

2e This meeting is purely informe.tional and edu.cc.t.ional. 
If after presentation, the individuals are interested, they · 
are to sign an application requesting assistance from the county 
commissjone~s~ If enough signed to form a local planning group, 
a chairrr.e.n is elected.J A special peti~·iion form has been de­
velo-psd for these organization meetings. 

F,r ed Yount of Warren Township arranged for the first farm 
planninG group in the county. T~e meeting was held at his home 
on J-·une 21. 'J.1hero were 16 ln.n0 O'NL e.ra and farm operators p::.-e-· 
sent. All signed ~.he o.r.pli~J c: .. tie>i.1 atJ.d. Fred Yvt.1 nt. 1.ii/p,s elected 
as Cb airmen.., 



DUring the.remainder of 1945 there 0ere 8 additional 
groups organized. 
These .wor.e·::. 

TOWNSH!R ii~ '~BERS 

Deep River 18 Harry Ta.ylor 

Union 14 Harion Palmer 

Madison 7 Forrest Read 

Pleasc-~t 15 Russell VJinburn 

Jackson 20 Lewis IJicKee 

Y{ashington 15 Gaylord Dempster 

Jackson 11 Basil Kicks 

On December 31 meetings had been set up for an additional 
farm planning group to be organized in '.''lashing ton township B.nd 
two ~roups in Chester township. 

Mr. V:orton James we.s assiGned to Poweshiek County on 
July 1. After the applications had been a,pprovec;l by the county 
commissioners at their June 28 meeting. I!Ir. James began pre-­
liminary ~ivork so that Mr. Sanford Smith, District Soll surveyer 
could start surveying the farms of the applicants. Following 
the surveying, the county soil technician held three meetings 
with the members of the farm planning group No .. 1. These 
meetings discussed: 

1. Soil origin, developraent and classificati·--n. 
2. Grasses and forage crops for control of soil erision. 
3. Soil conservation practices. 

Following these meetings the technician works with each 
farm operator c-Jld. develops a complete farm plan. In group No.1 

·two f nrmers dropped from the original group, but two new 
applications were accepted. 

rlr. Rdbert P. Lord began work in the county as an aid 
in November. 

The summary of the 710rk accomplished with farm plans for 
1945 is as follows: 

There have been a total of 164 applications received in­
val ving 20,240 acres,. These are all active · Applicati<bns. 
Fourteen plc.ns have been signed involving 2,022 acres. 



J ' , 

The major so11 r.nd conservation practices to these farms 
is as follows: 

Contouring-326 acres; Strip cropping- 1104. acres; Terracing 
8.2 acres; Gr~ss Waterways- 69 acres; Liming- 792 acres;. Fertiliz­
ing 6D3 acres; Tree Planting- 4 acres; Drninage- 30 acres; . and 
Pasture Improvement- 221 acres. 

COOPERATION WITH O~~ER AGENCIES 

While the development of the soil .conservation district 
in Poweshiek County has been largely under the leadership of 
the local Farm Bureau organ! zation1 1 t has had the wholehearted 
cooperation of the organizations and community groups of the 
cou~ty. Much of the preliminary work for creating interest in 
the district came from the county 'AAA Committee composed of 
Kelley Davis, Charirnan, Forrest Read and George Paul. This 
committee supplied many useful statistics to show the . cropping 
si tut:1.tion and the necessity of good land use practices in our 
farming operations. They also gave assista.nce in petitio'ning 
for n district and presented outstanding statements at the hear­
ing. There was close relationship between the Emergency War 
Food progrem that the AAA and the program of th~ District in 
the County. 

The two vocational · agr~cul tural de.pa.rtments, . one at Grinne1 ... 
with Leslie Douglas as instructor anc1 other at l:Iontezuma with 
Loel F0rguson instructor did much through their night schools 
t·!.11d with their agricultural classes in expanding the program in 
the communities. These vocational departments arranged special 
meetings and assisted with contouring demonstrations. Th~y help­
ed in u material way to lnElke the pro(~ram of great~.n" value to 
th0 fnrmors. 

Directors of township Farm Bureau's held at least one 
spec1.al meeting relative to the district program and were largely 
responsible for selecting key people to attend various meeting 
for Letting a district established and a program into operation. 
The 4.-H clubs of the county discussed conservation work at their 
~eetings and on field trips. The annual banquet of the boys 
and girls of the county at which approximately 350 attended, 
placed the emphasis a.t this meeting on conservation. The main 
address of the meeting wps given by Ellen Hartnett, Superinten­
dent of Schools in J~sper county, She has an oustanding record 
of talking to young p~ople in terms of soil conserv~tion. 

SUMLIARY 

The Poweshiek County Soil Conservation District is serv­
ing as a needed agency in the county,. Because of the vulner­
ability of mo-re than 90% per cent of the soil area to serious 
eroslon, and ,)ec,·:tuse of the high quality of the soils of the 
county ti1ere VI/aS an urgent need for a progre..m to assist farm 
owners and operators in developing quickly a. conservation 
measures that would check the rapid loss of soil due to heavy 
wartime cropping~ 



• It l~ 

The district has served as a meru1s of awakening the conscious~ 
ness of the people to seriousness of the situation. The demand 
for action has come faster than ability to provide assistance. 
The expression of one man at a meeting who sa.id, 11 1JVhy have we 
waited so · long to gat started?" typifies the interest of the 
people of the county. The problems of the soil conservation 
are many. Among those most acute are: 

1. A broad educational program that wlll help farmers 
who can not be given assistance in f~n planning new, select 
and apply pre.ctices which will fit into definite farm plans 
1 ater on. 

2, Provide information and assistance on ditch filling 
and the ~ st~tbli shment of grc:J,SS waterways. 

3. Provide information on grass and forage crops and 
th0ir pilianting to ~.id erosion control. 

4. Develop a working relationship between the conservat­
ion program and the Board of Supervisors on projects of mutual 
interest to both. 

5. With 160 applications for farmers on file and more to 
be received soon it is a real challenge to maintain interest 
and the confidence of those needing help now. There is need 
of some plan whc;reby · those organized groups may be . supplied 
with practical help with conservntion problems until the fnrm 
planners get to them with more thorouGh individual nssistnnce. 
such help _might well be given in meetings called the various 
group chnirmans. 

The Soil District Commissioners nre nwar0 of their re­
sponsibility, All three members in addition to attending the 
regular meetings of the board hnve attended various soil con­
versation conferences. 

At every one of the nin~ locnl plEtnning groups org['.nized · 
in thv district there has been at least one of the district 
cornmissionors in charge to explain operation of tha district 
nnd the procedure in obtnining nssisto..ncc. Thnt this method 
of approach in the district is effective ns vvell as populnr 
seams to be born out by the spontenneous response of vnrious 
f r~rrnc.;r groups nnd th..a prospects of still more in the _yenr oheacL. 

Commissioners-Poweshiek County Soil Conservation District 

J. J. Boatman-Chnirman 

Howc..rd Sears 

Elmer Dunnick 

J. S. Quist-Secretnry 



Dear Friend: 

1. What ;~ is : ~:. :soil · ·co~~~~~~t i6~ - D1~tric-t ?_ 
in this c~,_;_nty~o~g~i~ed~~der' -~tate 1~~~·-·:r-;·r 
land use · .. an4 -, qon~ervat ion,. of J ~~-~ .. , sq i], G, -

• • , . , , ,, I ·', ' .. , o , , • ',. ' • • : .. ... ·· ' • , · · - • 

It . is ~-~ . as~~oiati6ri :of landowners 
the purpose ·of .. o~{ri·;ging ' a'boti.t better 

· .·.·: 

~ -· ~ -~ · . . :· · ~: . . :: ~-i - ~ ·.·t :: • ·~ . . .. : ~.' . ~ ·:= .. ; ~ · .. ~: . . -: , : .. ' . . 
2. · . .- -Who .-manag-es .. -the .. distric.t ?: . .... 'rhree commissiqners, 

I , • ' -...1----•-..,.--:....-~--~....----,.,~. t ,, ., , , ---.o.:---' ,·' 
Chairman, end wh9 ·have _be~il . 
elected by the landowners ot the county. 

3. -~~~~-~ ~~· ~, th~ .; . :q_~;~;·.~~ ~ :~ 12P£. s :· -±'~ari q t_i o~? 
J\.L ~ From tlt- ei:r. :pG:r;sO:if f\1 kn.~ ·~v-} edge a nd 6xper ienc.<? and ,through consul tat.ion 

: ~i th . '{arm~;_: 8; . ' tlt:~y I 0-e.t 6fU1irie the nature e.no. iiPp~rt ance . o_f th_e soil . and 
. w~~~r _;~_.c:9~~:~-~--~ -~t .~p~ .p.:r .. obie.n~s_ i~ · the d istrict ·~ .. ·., . ... · ·: · . . 

B. With ·lihe o.saistcn ce of r epresent ativ-As from the Extension Service and . 
· ·~ .. ... ·. :-tl-;t.e .S,C(~l ,.C.orqa_ e:rv9--tip:Q. - .Service they meke up_ a v.rogram .of_:_ r\ork and .a. plan 

·-·. _ .. :• .. , :fo~_ J>u}tt~g·:.-ft .. , tn't? : ·_ a:ctJ6n~ · . . · · .. , · . · : -. :~ .. 
.~: ;.. ,'/ • ' ~' . ~=- ~ --~ ~) • ) ' :.•. .' ' • : - • • I ; ; . • -. ' ' ' ~ . : ' ' ' / ' : _j : · • • 

b. !Yiake f'orro.al request for assist8.nce f:r·om ·· the · Extension Service, Soil 
Conserva tion Service and such otiwr agencies and institutions as they 

I . , . ,., _-, . be.lieve, .. cgp. - P·. P. 9~ -~.~ ·. in , c ~rrying out t he pro g~arn. : . 
• • • , , , , • - · • I , , , , , I , , , , •• • , , • , , ~ 1 , , , • , 1 I ~ , \ • I, , , , , • , , , , .• , • • ' : ) , • 

0 
, , , "' , f ·,, , ~ i, , , ; 

• • 'f ,' 

• •• • i.. 

·-::. · · .: _.· ·. : . . _· ;:· :.' · :· 1 · . . ~: ,!;_: ; _;·_:; ~·: . . : ··: ::• - ~ · _; · · · . ... ·.· . · .: · ,· ·:· , . .. · · ·-: ~ : _, · .. . .' ;• --- : · .' :·· , ' ; r .. . 

4. How can a farmer get assistance f:r;o :m the dist·rict7 By getting together a 
group from 5 to 15 farmers in a neighborhood nnd ruaking ap_plication to the dist:rict · 
commissioners. 

5. Whnt kind '.?.£_ a~_?._J:__!?_tan ce __ ~ll_~~-~-;g~~E~} Major emphe.sis will be placed on 
farm planning, although demonstr a.tions will be given wh en advisable in order to 
further the work in.,ve+iQU.$ GQ~1W\lnit. -+e .s. 

. . . . · .• : : . ... : .. · .... \ ; . : · i . -\. - .- .. ; ' ' 

6. \\'hy a group'( vlft.~.y shouldn 't all f e:1.rmers get individua l a ssistBnce? 
Experience has denonstr ~ .. ted' th~t much more-· c ar1_be_ D,ccZ~~plishecitb.rough .£~:roup act ion. 

,/ 

A. Much less L1En pow(;r t.!lld tro..vel is required to as2ist 6 or 8 farmers if 
they are located in a group than if scattered ovE.r the county. 

B. In farm planning one o;f the first essenti als is to get a soil map of 
the applicants 1 farms. Th e small number of soil surveyors, now 
available, ca n accomplish much rnore if they can work farms in groups lt 

C. In the group approacn e ach fnrmer will have the opportunity to attend 
3 or 4 plan.ning meetings with the pl-anning technici an, at which the 
several pha ses of land use and soil con servation will be discussed. 
These P'}eetings have proven to b o v ery. interesting and helpful. 

7. How are farm plans made? 

B. 

When a_pplicat ions for plans have been app roved by the commissioners, a 
soil survey and air map is furnished for each farm. This gives informa-­
tion . on types of soil, degree of slope, ainount of erosion, etc. 

A series of meetings are then held with the JParm Planner during which 
the farmer wil.l, with tne assistance of the Planner, develop a farm 

(over) 



Dear Friend: 

----'-------'----'-'--. · _·· ·_ · '--'-. .:.-..;.._____:..;_.! •• : --'-· .. - ...;..;.__~ : ·. dql!N~~ ::,?~$ :~-Y?T~? · A ·.soiL • OONSERV A.TroN · nr sTRIcT! ',· so /WHAT? 

1. What .'~ ls ; ~:.'f~oil .-C~~~~~~~t iq~ . Di~tl~ic:t? It . is a~ associat fo~ . of landowners 
in this c~,_;_nty~o~g~i';,·;d.-~der· -~-tate -1~~~-~-:fo'r the purpose ' of · b~fhgfng' ·' a'b~tit better 
land use .... and , cQnservat ion,. of .. ~1:1 -~ .. sq iJ., ~. . . . 

.. , . . . . ' ' . . ! ... . . ~- • • . . , ~ · . . . . . . ..... . .: . . ··- . . . : • 1 

2: :·:. ·--~~ - - ~~n·~~es.'. :th~,:: d.i~f·rtc.~ ~? _:· .. : fhree commissioners, 
Oha1rma~ ~ . ~----·--.,......--~~-· .....,..,_.._ ':end. · · 
elected by the landowners o~ the countY:.. ·- ---·-

--~~-'· 
wh9 ·have be~~ -

3. .~o~,:~ p.~, ~- th~ ( :(;_~~~;~·.::: ~iJ~EE.~- : J~ar1 ot ,i_~ 1 

A . ... From t h ei:r .. n~r;sonal knc ~vledge a nd 6xperienc~ and ,through consultat.ion 
.·: :).:: .. ' .: : ~ri th f'ci:pm~;'~· ; . 't11.'~y , ~~-t. ~rri1ine . the natiure e.nd..·. imp~rtan~e . o.f the soil . ana · 
. ,::: .·... Wf.i~~r !._ ..c:9~$;~s ·~ -~t,~p~ .p.f,obie.m.~ . in · the d istrict · . ... · ., . · ·: · 

B. With 'lihe D.Soistc.nce of repr e sent a tiY8S from the Ext ension Service and ' 
:·: . . . _ . . - ~ tl~.e .S ,cr~l ... Oon~. e:rv9-tip:!f - .Service they. me.ke up, a p.rogram . of__ ~qr~ and a plan , 

. .. . ·, fot.J;>1J.} t tn,g.: .ft~ . t~'t? : ·· ict~ _6n ~ . · . . . :o: .\ , , .. 

. _, =: . . ·· ·:_ .. ~:- ~·-; ~ ) ..' - . .:. ' ~ ; . : ·· ;' .. ! , , ' ) . · , ; ' . · . 

a·. ~iake for mal request for assist8.nce f:r·pm the Extension Service, Soil 
Conserva tion Service e-nd ,such other a gen cies and institutions as they 

'1 • , ' " · ) . be.lieve,, CgP. . . P·S9t9.~ . in . c orrying out t h e pro g~f,UD. . 
,• , " , , - · ' : • , , • ' , '; , , , • , : ~ , ' • , • , , • ' ,," , - ~ 1 , , , · .' 1 1 • _ , \ • 1 , • , , , , ' , , , , ,• , , • ' : ) • ' ' , ' • • 
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4. Hci~ ' c ·~ a · :f~.fm~~ ~-~f ' ~;s·i'~t';~~n·~·e fi-oin the dist-ri.~ti By gettin-g t .ogether a 
group from 5 to 15 farmers in a neighborhood nnd ruak ing application to the district · 
commi;;Jsioners. 

5. What k~nd ~!_a~-~~-~ance_~_}::_~_}?.~--~?::Y.~~~? Major emphe.sis will be _placed on 
farm planning, although demonstra tions will be g iven wh en advisable in order to 
further the work in., va+ iou.s qqpr.rn;mit. .. ~e .s ~ .. 

·. . . . . -· • : ; . . .. ; - . -;.. \ ; .. : . ; . :~. -·- . ·- : . ' ' 

6. ~1hy a group'( v'lhy shouldn't a ll f ~:l.l'mer s g et individua l assistBnce? 
Experience has der10nstr ~1ted ' t T.Wt much more-· c m;-'be nZc-;ropiishedthrough group act ion. 

A. Much less 11an powE';r r.!lld travel is required to as:::ist 6 or 8 farmers if 
they are located in a group than if scatte:red over the county. 

B. In farm planning one o;f t -he first essenti als is to get a soil map of 
the e.pplicants 1 farms. Th e small num'ber of soil surveyors, no1"' 
available, c r::-tn a ccomplish much rnor e if they can work farms in groups" 

0. In the group approacn e a ch fnrmer will nave the opportunity to attend 
3 or 4 planning meetings \lr~th the p).ann ing techn~cian, at which the 
several pha ses of lc::md use and soil co n servation will be discussed. 
These p-1eetings have proven to b e v er y int eresting and helpful. 

7. How are farm plans made? 

]. 

When a~pplicat ions for plans hav e b een approved ·by the commissioners, a 
soil survey and air map is furnished :for each farm. This gives informa­
tion . on types o! soil, degree of slope, ainount of erosion, etc. 

A series of meetings are then held with the :B,arm Planner during which 
the farmer will, with tne assistance o! the Planner, develop a farm 

(over) 
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