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Nearly everyone agrees that Iowa has a ser1ous erosion problem. A 

lQt of folks believe that there 1s serious eros1on in their 

ne1ghborhoods. Some people are sure that the1r nelqt ,bors have d ser1ous 

et'O:•ston problem. However, when it comes r1ght down to our very own land, 

very few of us feel that erosion is present. 

This is a very unfortunate situation. If we·don't believe that wa, 

pers onally, have a pr oblem, we certa1nly won't act to correct 1t -you 

c a n't f1M what you don't th1nk you have. 

The ma1n gtst o f the s1tuat1on 1s that s o 1l eros1on 1s sneaky . 

Url!ess there 1s a gully forming, we don't even see the eros1on. When a 

qully 1s present, the so1l loss 1s orobably 1n the 30 to 40 ton per acre 

t•ar.ge. Allowable scoi 1 loss is 5 ton per acre. That 25 to 30 ton 

d1fference, 1n many cases, cannot readily oa noticed. 

Soil 1s lost, e1ther through w1nd or water erosion in small 

layers. The process 1s gradual and hard to detect . Th1nk of so1l as a 

tablet of paper. TaKing a sheet off at a t1me 1s hard to notice, but 

soon, the tablet 1s gone. So1l eros1on occurs 1n much the same way. 

Tntn layers of black topso1l are taken off, and eventually only brown 

s ubsotl remains. 
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The only realistic way to find out your current soil loss is to use 

the w1nd and water eros1on equat1ons. However, 1n general, the steeper 

vour land, the more corn ar1d beans in your rotcitlon, ar.d tne blact<er you 

t1ll the so1l each fall , the n1gher your eroston loss 1s. 

In North Central Iowa, we are fort unate. Tne bult< of our erosion 

problem can be contro lled by reduceo t1llage. The reduced tillage offers 

a real bonus. Not only will it help in eros1on control, but it also can 

helo 1ncrease profits. Less tillage can mean le~s fuel, less labor, and 

less eros1on. 

Don't be so qut ck to point your f1nger at the ne1ghbor. Take some 

act1on to f1nd out your own eros1on s1tuat1on and f1nd out exactly what 

your current soil losses are. 

The f1rst step to take is to find out your erosion rates by 

contacttng your so1 l conservation office. If you exceed the S ton loss 

rate < and most do>, take steo two to reduce your erosion. Steo two is 

to reduce your tillage and leave crop res1dues on the surface, thus 

~uv:ng valuao1e topso11. 

Take these acttons, and then you truly can say that Jowa has a 

ser tous eros1on problem; you can say that your neighborhood has serious 

eros1on; you can say tnat you neighbors are los ing too much topsoil; and, 

you can then also say wtth confidence that you ao not have excessive 

et'OSlon on your lar.d. 


