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Schmiclt   &

Andresen
Construction

BATTLE    CREEK,

IOWA

Ear[hmovirig
Pond  Building

Terraces
Waterways

Open  Ditches
Lahdscaping

Clearing

We  Do All Types Of
Conservation Work

WILBUR   SCHMIDT
Phone  T73

ELMER  ANDRESEN
Phone   112

Neeping Water

Where lt Belorlgs

Reddy  Killowatt  and  all  of  us  at  lps  welcome  this  chance  to

salute  the  Iowa  Soil  and  Water  Conservationists  for  their  com-

mendable  efforts  in   behalf  of  soil   conservation.     All  wealth

originates  from  the  soil  and  our  great  heritage  in  Iowa  is  an

abundance  of  rich,  black  earth®     Let's  all  help  to  conserve  this

tremendously valuable  resource  for  ourselves  and  future  gen-

erations.

q caia 7) arid44c Seviiirde  ef rimrf uanl¢
Page 2`

IOWA  SOIL  and  WATER
Gilbert    Fridley,    President    ol    the    lowa
A8sociation  of  Soil  District  Commis8ion®rB,
Inc.,  Indianola,  Iowa.

Barr     K®shlear,     President,     Iowa     State
Watershed  Association,  Shencmdoah,  Iowa
Address   chang'es   mail    to:   I®wa   Soil   &
Wclter,  P.  0.   Box   1471,  Dos  Moines,   Iowa

POST  OFF.ICE  ENmY:   Ent®r®d   a8   s®cobd
class   mctt®r   art   the   Post   Office   at   Hol-
stein,  IOwcL

mEQUE:NCT:   Monthly

PUBI.ICATION  BOARD

Clyd®    Spry,   Iowa   Secretary   o£   Argicul-
ture.

Frank    H.   Mendell,   State   SOS   Conserva-
tionist.

Dr.   George   M.   Browning,   As8oc.   Director
Exp.  Stc[tion,  Iowa   State  College.

Barr     Keshlear,     President,     Iowa     Stat.
Wcrtel`sheds   Association.

Gilbert   Fridley,   President,   Iowa   Associa-
tion  of  Soil  District  Commissioners.

:gyEoSwo:]&yftffio£::FPsno:]he&Losfenfyatfbo¥
District  Commi8eion®rs  and  the  Iowa  Stcrte
watershed  Association  as   information  for
proper  conservation   of  each  acre  of  ctgri-
culturch   lcmd   within   its   cc[pabilities.   The
publication   supplies  information  for  mem-
bers  of  both  groups  c[nd  others  interested
in   soil   erosion   control   cnd   flood  preven-
tion.

Published  ct Holstein,  Iowa

VOL.   VI      DECEMBER,1958     No.11
25  confs  per  copy                      Se.00  p®r  yocB

OIficors  &  Directors  ol  the  Iowa  Associa-
tion   of  Soil   Conservation  District   Comb.,

Inc.   (A  tion-profit   corporation)

GHbert  rridloy,   Indianola   ....... Pre8id®nt
N®wmcm   I.yle,   Sheldon   .... Vic®|Pr®sidozlt
Wcadoll  Polott,  AtlcE[itic   .......... Tr®aBur®T
Dordd L  Tdhnsob  Fdrfueld  .... S®c[®tarty
Stcmley  SchoetormcdL   Everly   ..... Dbector
Wilbur   Pet.rs,   Perslc[    ............ Dircelor
Wond®ll   Poll®tt,   Atlcmtic   .......... Di]octor
William   P.   Eno,   Sheffield   ........ Director
Ccmeron   Stalford,   Blairsburg   .... I)iroctor
"chrdc.   Good.,   Cnio   .............. Dir.cior
Wcryn®  C  Mark,  Cedar  Falls  ...... Director
Donctd  I..   )ohnson,  Fairiield  ...... Dir®cto]
Ed   Had.ra,   Iowc[   Cl.ty   ............ Dir.cto.
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HARTLEY I  BICKLEY
IDA  GROVE,  lowA PHONE  533

We  Believe That The  Future  of Farming  Goes  Handlin-Hand

With  Good  Soil  Conservation  Practices.

IOWA  SOIL AND  WATER



LAKE  VIEW,   lowA  PLANT

Oualily  Concre[e  Pipe  &  Tile  For
Overflow  Ou[le[s  ih  Dam  Const'ructioh

Storm  Sewers,  Culverts,  Farm  Drainage,  Well  Curbing

ANIEHICAN  MAHIETTA  CO.
LAKE VIEW CONCRETE  D[VISION  -Tel.  51J                                                               SIBLEY  CONCRETE  DIVISION  -Tel  225

IOWA  SOIL  AN.D  WATER



President's
corner

By  G'ilbert  Fridley

President  I.A.S.C.D.C.

The   regional   meetings  of   the
Association   held    in     December
were  well  attended   and   a  fine
discuss.ion    of   policy,    especially
legislation  and  finances  was  had.

I  again  want  to  stress  to  Dis-
trict Commissioners  to  meet with
your state senator and represent-
ative  and   explain  your  District
work  load  and  accompli®shments;
what  state  funds   have    accom-
plishe.d   in   your   local    District.;
then pi.esent to them  our askings
from  this  legislature,  requesting
an  inci.ease  in  the  2A  Budget  to
$650,000   which    is    the     actual
amount  needed  for  a  state  clerk
and  state  aid  in  each .District  in
Iowa.

This   is   the   commission's   re-
•sponsibility and the State Associ-
at.ion will carry on after your lo-
cal  contacts.

It  is  imperative that we get an
increase   in   2A  .funds  from  this
le.gislature   or   our   Conservation

-Continued  on page  13

I-O.WA  SOIL  AND  WATER
1'.      -A     .   -.:             .-...  i.1  .-...  `    .... )    ``

Arthur  Lumbor

&  coal  cumpflny
E.  D.  ENGLISH,  Mgr.

De.c]Iers   in

Building   Materials   of  All   Kinds
Coal -Fence -Paint

Dial  7-2121              ARTHUR,  IOWA

MOEtRE  PEtooF  .  .  .
FROM   YOUR   NEIGHBORS  .  a  .

IT  PALYS  TO  FHEu:D  PUE&INA

Gilbert  Uhl,

Danbury,  Says:

'`Had  60  head  of  heifers  on  Novem-

ber  28,   ]957,  averaging  352  pounds.
They  were  run  through  stalks  and  fed
corn   silage,   cob   meal   and    1    pound

;`®.f   Steer   Fatena.      On   July   1,    ]958,
they;went  on  full  feed  with  2  pounds
Fatena  5S.    They  gained  2%  pounds
per  day  from  when  I  bought  them.     I
think   I   have  had  excellent  results  on
PurjnQ."

PuRINA  FEEDERS  EVERYWHERE  SAY THE  PURINA WAY  GETS  RESULTS
.0

See  us Today

Hattle CI.eek Elevator Co.
Feed  PuRINA .  .  . You Can  Depend oh the Checkerboard  For Quality .  .  .  Service

Page . 5



PAST   COMMISSIONERS

H. I. ELK
Past  Commissioner  (deceased)

Became  a  Commissioner  in  1949
replacing  Ed  C.  Perzon.  Farmed
240   acres   in   Galva   and   Silver
Creek Township.

DAVID  BRUE:CK
Past  Commissioner

Filled  out  a  part  o±  Henry  Dall's
lerm  until  a  regrular  election  was
held.  Farmed  240  acres  in  Maple
Township.

ED `C.  PE:HI0N   .
Past  Commissioner

Served  a  four  year  ±erm  on  the

2:bg¥carL6sb::rg.orFwo£=EroL#n±s¥]F.ed
Page  6

HENRY  DALL
Pas±  Commissioner  (deceased)

Served  seven   years   on   the  or-
iginal   board.   Formerly   larmed
210  acres  in  Maple  Township.

BOSS  BAUMANRT
Past  Commissioner

Baumann replaced J.  8. Sco±± and
served  a  six  year  ±e.rm.  Formerly
farmed  loo  acres in  Bal±le  Town-
ship.

J.  a.  SCOTT
Past  Commissioner

Served  a  two  year  term  on  the
original boapd. Owns  160  acres in
Garfield  Township.

DISTRICT
TREASURER

.tlAY  BRESNAIIAN
Treasurer

Ida  Soil  Conserva±fon  Disrfuc±

Ray,  his  wife,  Hilda,  and  chil-
dren,  six  boys  and  three  .daugh-
ters,  own  and  operate  a  200-acre
farm in C`.rwin Township. He has
been  a  cooperator  in  the District
since   1946,   has   a  five-year  crop
rotation,    few    terraces,    contour
farming,  waterways,  and  a  large
gully  control  structure.

Ray  is  a  Township  Trustee,  a
member  of  the American  Legion,
has been active in ASC work, and
is  a  member of the  Sacred Heart
Catholic Church.

C

FUNDS  AVAILABI.I  FOR
DISTRICT   ASSISTANCE

By  Gladys  Thornhill
S±a±e   Clerk

The  Ida  County  Soil  Conserva-
tion  District  has  several  sources
Of  financial  assistance,  these  in-
clude funds provided by both the
State   of  Iowa  and   the   Federal
Government.  Funds  provided  for
by  the  State. of Iowa  are  the  1-A
Budget  Fund  which  is  used  for
office   supplies,   postage   stamps,
printing,   mileage,   and   expenses
for  District  Commissioners  when
on  official  duty.  The  2-A  Budget
fund  is  used.for  the  s.alary  of  a
full  time  State  C.fork,  part  time
technical  aid,  and  for  equipment
used  in  the  District.

The   Federal   government  pro-
vides  three  sources  of funds,  con-
sisting   o£:   CO-1-which   is   the
normal  operating  fund   for    the
Soil  Conservation  Service. FP-2-
acceleraticm  funds  provided  from
funds   given'  to  the  little  Sioux
Project.     ACP-funds     provided
from  the  County  ACP  allotment
to   repay   the   Soil   Conservation
Service  for  services  rendered  in
addition   to   the  normal   District
program   for   the   following:    1.
Certification  that  the  practice  is
needed  and  practical.  2.  Site,  se-
lection and layout.  3.  Supervision
of  installation.  4.  Certification  o£
proper completion of the practice.

DISTRICT

SECRETARY

AFINOLD  PUTE:NSE:N
Secretary

Ida Soil Conservation District

Arnold,  his  wife  Charlotte,  and
three children,  Charles,  Gary and
Connie,   own   and    operate     120
acres  in  Griggs  Township  where
they live.  They also  own  and op-
erate   a   half-section   just   acrcrss
the   line   in   Woodbury   Courity,
and  rent  an  additional  100  acres
in  Battle  Township.

Eight acres of this land are ter-
raced  and  1,933  feet  of  tile  have
been  installed  to  drain  wet  wa-
te.rways. A rotation of Row  Crop-
Row   Crop   -   Grain  -   Meadow  -
Meadow is practiced  on the home,
farm.   All   farm   operations   are
carried  out  on  the  contour.

Arriold  has  served  on  the  Ida
County ASC  Committee,  and is  a
me'mber  of  the  Lutheran  Church
at  Holstein.

Galvanized   Steel   Culverfs'

^ntj-Seep  Colla.rs

Connecting   Bands

Di®phrams          Risers          Elbows

Immediately  Available

^sf)IIalt  Covered   or   Plain

THE  LEVINE  COMPANY
PHONES

Des  M®ines  AM  2-5613
Ceitterville  50

oliver &  New  Idea

`.                       "FINEST   IN-.`     .`
`  i _.-.. E^RM   MACHINERY"

Emil  Ehler&Son     :=
Phone.  51                       HOLSTEIN,  IA-:-

IOWA  SOIL  AND  WATER
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Editorial

Prior  Planning  ls

Necessary
By Kenneth  H.  BULne±I

Work  Unit  Conservalionds±

The  Iowa   Natural    Resorirces
Council  was  set  up  by   law    in
1949.  Among  its  other  duties  was
the   regulation   of   structures   on
any flood  way.  This  included  ap-
Proval  Lof  the  design  o.I  dams  so
that   there   would   be   no   undue
flooding  by  water  impounded  by
the  structure.   and  no   danger  of
the structure failing,  and produc-
ing  a  flood  down  stream.

The  last  Legislature  enacted  a
new  Iowa  Water Law  and  desig-
nated  the  Iowa Natural Resources
Council,  through  its  Water  Com-
miss.ioner  to   regulate    the     use,
with.drawal,  or  storage  of  water.
The Council has decided that wa-
ter  storage permits  are  necessary
for   any   dam   impounding   more
than   10   acre-feet   Of   water   (10
acre feet are contained in a pond
with  one  acre  of  surface  and  an
average  depth   of  10  feet.)  Per-
mits are also required fop the use
of  water  from  such  a.  source  in
excess  o£  5,000  gallons  a  day.

Construction  approval  is grant-
ed by the Council after the detail
prams for the structure have been
ex.amined  -by   .the   Council's   en-
gineers  and   found   to  be  satis-
factory.  This  usually  takes  about
30  days,. sine  the  Council  which
meets  monthly  and  not  the  en-
gineer issues the approval.

Obtaining  water   storage    and
use  permit  is   somewhat    more
complicated;.  An   application,.: 'ac-
companied  by  a  $10.00.` filing. fee,
is.  submitted to  the  Water  Com-
inissioner.  He is then required by
law  to  publish  notices  in  a  local
papei',    and   to   hold    a     public
hearing.   After   the    hearing.,:he
may  issue  a  water  storage  and
use  permit  for  a  period  not  to
exceed  10  years.

The application notice, hearing,
and  issue-of  the  permit,  usually
takes  about ,'60  days.

If  the  plans  for  the  structure .

::FthpeerFpi#:cda,f.tntF:rs#ert¥:
and   Storage,   the   two   processes
can run concurrently and`` only an
average of 60 days is required.

Soil   Conservation   Service  en-
gineers  require  two  weeks  at  a
minimu.in  to  survey   and  design
a   dam.   Thus,   it   would   appear
IOWA  SOIL  AND -WATER

WILLIAM  ROSSOW
Commissioner

Will  owns    and    operates     120
acres in  Maple Township.  He has
been  practicing  soil  conservation
since    1948.    Conservation     farin
plan  on  his   farm  includes   crop
rotation,   four   acres   of   terraces
and  over  all  cont.our  farming.

While  his  family  was  growing
up,  he  was  very  active   in    4-H
work  and  was  one  of  the  first
people  to  bring  soil  conservation
to  the  Ida  County  4-H  program.
In  carrying  out  his  soil  conser-
vation  work  he  was  assisted  by
his wife, Botilla, five sons, Edgar,
Verdine,   Robert,    Wayne,    Nor-
man,  and  two  daughters,  Esther
and Eldora.

He  is  a  member  of  the  Luth-
eran  Church  in  Battle  Creek.

that   2%   months   are   necessary
from   planning   to   the   start   o£
construction-prior  planning.

It  would  be well for  all  farm-
ers  contemplating to `build  struc-
tures,  .to.   start   the  planni-ng   as
soon   as  possible.

Meet  Iowa  Commissioherslll
'CohservaTioh   Mind,ed   People'

From  Ida Soil District

W.  I..  BUFLOW• Commissioner

Walter   is   serving   his   second
term   as   District   Commissioner.
He   owns\\680   'acr.es    i-n     Maple
Township.  He  has  had  terracing
on  his  farms  since  1948,  and  op-
erates  with  a  good  crop  rotation,
and  contouring.

For  the  past  several  years,  he
has  had  t,he  additional  duty  of
being  the   Ida   County  District's
representative to the Little  Sioux
Works  Committee.   He  is  also  a
past   Chairman   of   the   District,
and for many .years was active in
ASC  work.  He  is   a  member  of
the  Ida  County  Farm  Bureau,  a
Director  in  the  Bank' at  Battle
Creek,  and an Elder in  the Pres-
byterian Church in  Battle Creek.
He is  assisted  in  these  duties  by
his wife Hertha,  and three daugh-
ters,  Georgene,  Mildred  and  Ar-
1ene.

C.  C.  CHALLMAN

Chairman  dommisioners

C.hester.  owns  and  operates  480
acres.'in  Galva   TownshiD.    He
started    conservation    wo.r-k     in
1951,  and  at  the  present  time'. ®p-
erates   on  a   six-year   crop  rota-
ticm,  and  has  eight  acres  protect-
ed  by  teITaces.  All  the  I arming
operations  are  conducted  on  the
contour.

In  addition  to   his  soil  conser-
vation work,  Challman is a mem-
ber  of  the  Ida  County  Farm  Bu--
reau,  has  served  one  term  as  a
County  Supervisor,  and  a  School
Board  member.  He  is  a  member
Of  the .Methodist  Church  in  Gal-
Va.

His  family  inclLides  Mary,   his
wife,  a  son,  Chester,  Jr.,  and  a
daughter,  JOAnna.

I[EEp  youn  I,AND  HICH
AIVD  IT  WILE.  KEEP  YOU

Page  7



IDA     COUNTY    ASC     PERSONNEL

ASC  Coun±y  Comm.il±ee.  left  fo  right:  John  Irwin,  Member;  I:dwin
Hargens, Vice Chairman;  Leslie Magnuson, Chairman.

ASC   SERVICES  AVAILABLE
FOIL  SECURING  BE:TTE:R
LAND , MANAGEMENT
i.j...          By  Hemy  Huhser
:  `,``i-..            Office   Manager
`The   Ida   County   'Agricultural

St.abilization   a n d    Conservation
C.ommittee  appreciate  the  oppor-
tunity to relate the services avail-
able   through  this  office.  in  pro-
th,oting  conservation. uses  to  our
§d`il.  W.hether  we  are  landowners
or  tenants,   our  responsib.ility   is
not  limited for production  at  the
present  time,  but to inaintain the
fertility   of  the   soil    in   .such  a
manner  that   production  can  be
increased to fulfill required needs
|nisouc:%8jnih]yseanr:;d,  the  ASC
offers two  programs:  the Agricul-
tural  Conservation  Program  and
the  Reserve   Program.  An.  ACP
formulating  meeting  is  held  .ev-
ery  year  for  the.  purp.pse  of
making   recommendations   as   to
changes   needed  in  current  ACP-
practices.  This meeting is  attend-

ed  by:   County  ASC  Committee,
township   committeemen,    repre-
sentative  of  the   Soil    Conserva-
tion  Service,   Soil  District  Com-
missioners,   C o unty   Extension
Agent   and   a   representative   of
the FHA.

Tbese  Committeemen  and  the
office  personnel  have  ia  splendid
opportunity to explain the .merits
of  various  conservation  practices
and the  assistance available from
ACP   funds.   This    assistance     is
known as cost-sharing and means
that   tha  .Federal   government
through    the   Department    pays
part  of  the  cost  of  carrying  out
hee`ded   and   desirable   conserva-
tion   practices.   Because   Of .  this
help,  many  farmers  are  incour-
aged    to   initiate   many   needed
conservatil`n  practices. .

In. Ida county .we are presently
granting   assistance   on   the   fol-
lowing pfacti665 .fop the  1959 pro-
8fain yeai':'          ,
1.  Establishing  a permanent veg-

etative  cover.

Asc Office Personnel. Left to rich±, silting:  I:thel Borchers, Adminis-
Ira±ive Clerk; Henry R. FLuhser, Office M'anager; Violet  Grove, AA  8[
MQ  Clerks.  Left  Io  righi  standing:  DaLrlene  Kis±enmacher,  Program
Clerk;  Phyllis  Hoaglund, PS Clerk;  Vera  S±ewarl, ACP  Clerk;  Carol
Huper±,  Program  Clerk.

2.  Initial  treatment  of  farmland
with  limestone.

3.  Contour  stripcropping.
4.  Establishing  a  stand  of  trees

or  shrubs.
5.  Improving  permanent vegeta-

tive  cover.
6.  Livestock  ponds.
7.  Sod waterways.
8.  Initial   establishment  of  per-

manent  vegetation  as  protec-
tion  against  erosion.

9.  Standard  teri.aces.
10.  Level  .or  basin  terraces.
11..  Diversion  terra6'es.
12.  Erosion  control  clang.
13.  Construction   of    permanent

open   farm   drainage . ditches
on  cropland.

14.  Tile  drainage.
15.  Es-ta..blishment  of a vegetative

cov.er   .to   protect   cropland
throughout  the    1959    .crop
year.

16.  Initial ` establishment  of  con.-
tour   farming   operations   on
non-terraced  land  to  proteet

"NO  CAR  IS  SUCCESSFULIX   SOLD

WITHOUT  SEE:ylcE"

Tharp  Garage
FORD

Sales and Service

We  Specialize   in
Wheel  ^Iighment  and

All  Types  of  Motor  Rebuilding

PHONE  l9                  HOLSTEIN,  lowA

Page  8

soil  from  wind  or  water  ero-
sion.

17.  Constructing   wells   for   live-

;tr°oct:strn%teranads  amaT:taan±:£p9:
established  vegetative  cover.

Requests  I or  AC`P  funds  must
be   made   before  performance   is
started  and  can  be  made  at  any

ifuTe:tsdumrinsghtfvee¥:arityT€:=mr±::
tee   approval   and   certain   prac-

£c::s±:i::tis:]p£:r3f¥:seal?#e:6nfsd¥:ii:
isfactory.

:o)r=hi:9:a8?8e¥|%nsoto;!%:£u]o:&dbsLae:I::L£;i:)I
year  of  1959.                                             ,

The   Conservation   Reserve   of ;
the  Soil  Bank  provides'  for  the
withdrawal of cropland from pro-
duction,   helping   to   adjust..  total
crop  acreage  more  nearly in  line
with  demand.  At  the  same  time,
it. provides that farmers establish
anchjmaintain  sound  conservation
p_ra-ctices on the land  they  put in
the   Reserve.   It   is   a   voluntary
program,   under   which   farmers
sign  contracts  to  take  part  for  a
definit.e  period  of  years.   In  re-
turn, the Government assists pro-
ducers  (1)  by  sharing  the  cost  of
establishing    conservation    .prac-
tices,  and  (2)  by  making  annual
payments  during  the period  each
contract  is  in  effect.

This   fall   104   farmers   in   Ida
county  applied  for  Conservation
Reserve  contracts.  There  will  be
approximately    70    contract.s
signed.   This   plan  is   to     divert
some  of the land  currently  being
used  for  the  production  of  agri-
cultural  commodities  into  specif-
ic  conservation uses.

IOWA  SOIL  AND  WATER



Soil  Conservation  Service  & STaTe  Personnel

George  E. Lamp, Area  ConservaL±ionisl

Conservation  At  The  Area  Level

By George Lamp
Area  Conserva±ionis±  Area  1

Area IA-1  of the United States
Soil    Conservation    Service.  in-
cludes   the   Ida   County  and   six
other  Soil Conservation  Districts
located  in  the  heart   of    Sioux-
land,  originally mad.e  famous -by
the   Sioux   Indians.   Within   the
past    100-odd   years,    Siouxland
has  become  even  more  I amous
foi  its  agricultural  products.`  The
meat   production   of   Siouxland
farmers   has   made   the    Sioux
City  Stockyards  hte  fifth  largest
livestock   market   in   the   world.
This are.a is  also famous for pro-
ducing large quantities  Of grains.
Fertile   soils  `tended   by   thrifty
people  have   made   this   land   a
great  agricultural  area.

Most  of  Sibtckland  is  covered
with   loess   .materials   ranging
from  a few feet  to  over  100  feet
in  depth. A high per cent Of the
area   is   suitable   for   row   crop
production.   Practically   none   Of
the  area was ft-tit under  theplow
more  than  100  years   ago;  most
of   the.  area   has   been   brought
into  producti.on  within  the   last
80-odd  years.

According to  recorded  history,
early settlers found lush growths
of  blue  stems  over  most  of  this
area.  The  settlers  were  obliged
to  locate  on  the  higher  ground
since   the   so-called   bottomlands
and    small   valley   floor    areas
were  too  wet  to  plow.  Farmers
found  this  loess  material  to  be
very  fertile.   Crop   yields   were
high   when  the  land  was  first
plowed.

As   the   area   developed   agri-
culturally,   ditches  were  dug  to
drain.  the   small.  valley   floors,
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channels  Of  the  main  tr'irbutaries
were  enlarged  and  leveed,   and
by  1910  a  sizeable portion  Of the
so-called  low lands  was  put into
row   crop   production.   During
World  War  1  many  areas  Of  the
steeper slopes were plowed in the
interest  of  ``all-out  wartime  pro-
ductioin."    It   was    only   a   few
years  after this  that  farmers  re-
alized   the   seriousness   of   sheet
and  gully  erosion  in  these  loess
soils.

In  the  late  20's  a  few  farmers
made  some  effort  to  check  this
erosion.   Some   contour   cultiva-
ticm   was   practiced,   and   a   few
terraces    were   installed   before
1930.   In  the  late  30's  two   CCC
Camps  were  located  within  the
area  to  demonstrate  conservatioin
pr'actices.  These  set the stage for
greater   action.   In   the   40's   the
area  was  totally  organized  into
Soil   Conservation   Districts   un-
der   the   Districts'   Law   of   the
State    of    I.owia.'    on€e    district-s
were   organized,   farmers    and
businessmen   alike    set    them-
selves  to  the business  Of keeping
Siouxland  a  flourishing   agricul-
tural  area.  They immediately put
themselves  to  the  task  of  identi-
tifying  soil   management    prob-
lems.   They   discovered   that  the
soils were  highly productive but
very  erosive.  In  many  instances
it  was  observed  that  soil  losses
from  fields  were  as  high  as  100
tons  per  acre  per  year.  Where
small   drainways   had   devel.oped
up   through  small  valley   areas,
large  gullies  were  soon  develop-
ing  to  depths  of  30  to  50  feet,
and  cocasionally  to  depths  oif  60
feet  or  more.  The  most  fertile
crop  lands  located. in  small  val-

The  Work  Unit  staff Of  the  Ida  County  Soil  Conservation  District.
Sealed left to right:  Gladys Thornhill, Stale  Clerk;  Kenneth Burnell,
Work Unit Conserva±ionist. standing:  Charles BQdhold±, Conservation
Aid;  George W. Wi±Iers, Conservation Aid.

ley  floor  areas  were  being  de-
stroyed    at   an    alarming   rate.
Roads  were being  severely  dam-
aged.  In  several  counties,  bridge
maintenance  had  increased  until
available  road  funds  had  to  be
used mostly for maintenance, and
new   road   improvements   were
greatly   limited.  .They   also   ob-
served   that   the   drainage   im-
provements    which   had    been
constructed   across   the   bottom-
1ands  of  the  Little  Sioux  valley
and other similar areas were be-
ing  severely  damaged  by  heavy
sedimentati.cm.   Maintenance   on
these drainage improvements be-
came  so  costly  that  local  drain-
age districts were no longer able
to  keep  the  improvements  in  a
satisfactory   state   Of   repair.   At
the    same   time   railroads   and
other public facilities were being
severely  da.maged-.  Several. of  the
sinaller  and  some  of  the  larger•communities    w.e r e    frequeritly

damaged  after.heavy rainstorms.
After   recognizing   the   e.xtent

of .  soil   and  water  management
problems  oif  the  area,  Soil  Con`
servation   Districts   immediately
enlisted the  aid of the  Soil  Con-
servation  Service,  Extension Ser-
vice,   Experiment   Station   tech-
nicians  and  others  to   draw  up
plans  to  protect  these  rich  soils
from  further  damage.  The  Dis-
trict  programs  were  designed  to
reduce  erosion   and  other  dam-
ages   which   result   from   flood
run-off.

With   assistance   prcIvided   by
Soil   Conservation   Service   per-
sonnel,  soil  maps  were  prepared
for  lands  on  which plans  are  re-`
quested.

These riiaps  provided  pertinent
information,  .such   as'  ,types  . Of

soils,   amounts` of   soil   that   had
been   eroded   from    theL  "areas,
and oither physical characteristics
related  to  erosion  and  fertility.
At  that  time,  as  is.  the  case  to-
day,  the general approach was to
prepai.e   a   basic   farm   plan   for
each   farm   unit.   Under   this
scheme  each  acre  of  a  farm  i§
put  to  its  best  use.   Mechanical
practices,    such   as   terraces,
grassed    waterways,    contouring
and  diversions,  ape  used  to  hold
the rain where it falls and great-
ly  reduce  run-off.  Crops  are  ro-
tated  to  aid  ih  maintaining  §bil
fertility  and  soil  tilth.  Fe.rtilizers
are  applied  where  fertility  has
been greatly lowered,  or in cases
where  the  farmer  wishes  to..in-
crease  crop  yields.  The. mechan-
ical  practices  and  the  soil`t.'.inan-
agement   measrires   are   bleritq.ed
together for .each individual. £a-rm
in  such  a  manner  as  to  keep.:an-
nual   soil   losses   to   less   than   5
tons  per  acre  per  year,  as  wel.1
as  to  keep  soil  fertility  at  a  de-
sirable  level  and  in  the .end  to
provide  for  the  greatest  crop  re`+
turns  from  the  farm.                  ,

i.

In  the  mid  40's   the   so-called
Little   Sioiux   Flood   Preveritiori
Program  came  into being.  Und6`±
this  program  the   Federal. GdvT
elnment   provides    funds    and
technical  aid   to   Soil   Coinserva.-

:i°enddi D;:tort±ec::£oi°  £:::1|¥at::=
signed  to  reduce  damages  from
flood  producing  storms.  The  Ida
Coiunty, and other Soil Conserva-
tion   Districts    concerned,    have
developed  new  work  plans  and
programs  to   encourage  farmers
to   organize   into   watershed

-Ctontinued  on  page  16
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Ida  County  Ex+ension
Service

'.,a

Coun±y  Ex±easion.  S±aff:  Evere±±  I).  Hals±ead,  Coun±y  Ex±ension  Di-
rector;  Barbara  Alber±sen,  OIfice  Assis±an±.
THE  ROLE  OF  EXTENSION
IN  THE  DISTRI.CT  SOIL
CONSERVATION  PROGRAM

By  I:verell  Halslead
County  I:x±ension  Director

The   Ida   County    Extension
Service  under  the  director  of the
Countv    Agricultural    Extension
Council   cooperating    with     the
Iowa    State.    College    and     the
United  St.ites  Department  o£ Ag-
riculture  is  very  much  aware  of
the   need   to   conserve    our     soil
which   is   the   number   one     re-
source  available  to  farmers.  This
chief   resource   is   found   on   the
1316   farms   which   include   some
271,731  acres  of rolling land. Only
38%  of  this  land  is  owner  oper-
ate.d  according  to   the  Assessor's
Annual Farm Census.

The   Extension   Service   is
charged   with   the   responsibility
of  the  educational  phases  for  all
farm  agencies  in  the  county  and
certainly   the   Soil   Conservation
Program is  an important  one.  No
farm  is  unimportant  as  we  look
to  our  food  supply  sometime  in

the  future.  No  nation  worth  its
salt  will permit  land  to  deterior-
ate and Extension  has  its  part  to
play  in  preventing  it.

In  an  effort to  be. of the  great-
est  service  to  the  people  of  our
county,.  the  Extension  Service  is
cooperating  with  the  Ida  County
Soil  Conservation District  in  car-
rying  out  their  educational  pro-
gram. In order to keep abreast of
the  work  being  done  the  Exten-
sion  Direc,tor   regularly    attends
the monthly meetings of the Dis-
trict  Soil   Commissioners.

The  4-H  Boys  o£  Ida   County
will   be    studying     Conservation
and Land Use as their special ac-
tivity  this  year.  This  includes  an
understanding   of    how   soil   is
formed,   why   some   soils   erode
worse  than  others,  land  use  pat-
terns, soil and water conservation
practices in use on the home farm
and   be.coming   acquainted    with
the people in the county who are
available  for  sp`ecial  help  in  this
area.

4.H

Ida  Coun±y  4-H crop  judging  ±eam,  lef±  ±o  right:  Lynn  Meier,  FLob€
Wilken, Benedic± Krenk, Johnny Krenk,  Charles Pulensen, Jerry A
plega±e, Bruce Schmid±, Gerald Krenk and I.reddie Krenk.

Extension has only one  product
to sell-education. We ask for the
ability  to  inspire farmers  to  take
care   of   their   land,   conserve  it,
build it,  and develop  better prac-
tices so that the land will pass on
to their children better than they
found it.

STATE  APPROVAL  FOR -
PIERCE  CHEEK
WATI:RSHED  APPLICATION

Joe   O'Hara,   chairman   of   the
Page   County   Soil   Conservation
District    Commissioners,    an-
nounce.d  today  that  the  applica-
tion  for  planning  and  assistance
for  the  Pierce  Creek  Watershed
No.  1  was  approved by the  State
Conservation  Districts.

The  application  was   approved
a.t a recent meeting in Des Moines
and  will  be  forwarded   to    the
Washington  office  of  the  Depart-
ment  of  Agriculture  for  further
study.

Since   watersheds   are   selected
for  planning  and  construction  on
the  basis  of  the  total  amount  o£
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BRUECK

Co nstruotion  Co.
BATTLE  CREEK,  lowA

Soil  Conservation

Does Not Cost

IT  PAYS

conservation   work   applied,   t
interested   parties   should   rna
every  effort  to  apply  the  need
conservation  measures  as  rapid
as  possible,  M+.   0'Hara  point
c'ut.

C-

Shor+ Course

Set  For
January  13,  14

The planning committee for t
14th   Annual   Short   Course   h
announced that this event will
held  on  January  13  and  14,  19
at   the   M'emorial   Union,     Ioi
State  College,  Ames,  Iowa.

A  full  two  days   have    be
planned  beginning  with  regist]
tion   at   9:00  a.   in.,   on  Tuesd€
A  complete  program  will  be  gj
en  in  the  January  1959  issue
this  publication.  All business  si
sions during the two  days will
held   in   the   Gal-le-iy--at   the   IV
morial  Union  with  the  banqui
scheduled  for  each  evening  to
held  in  the  South   Ballroom.

All   district   commissioners   €
urged  to  make  plans  now  to  ,
tend   this   worthwhile   event.
highly   informational   and   enti
taining   two   days   have    bei
planned,   and   anyone   interest
in  soil  and  water  conservati.on
co`rdially invited to be pr.esent :
any  or  all of the meetings. .

IOWA  SOIL  AND  WAT



Iowa  Conservation
Commission

James W.  Wallace,  Conservation  Officer

WILDLIFE  OF  IDA  COUNTY
By  James  W.  Wallace

ConservaliorL Fish and Game
Officer Ida and SaLc Counties
Ida County is located in north-

west   Iowa   in   what   may   be
called  the  western  parts  of  the
Missouri   Bluffs.    The    southern
and  biggest  share  of  the  county
is  fairly  hilly  with  the  absence
Of  any  great  tract  of  timber  ex-
cept  for  an  area  of   aLbout  two
miles   whieh  borders   the  Little
Sioux  River.

The   wildlife   during   the   last
five  years  has  seen  some  great
changes and a wonderful bounce-
back. As Of five years ago,  there
was a  fairly  good  pheasant  pop-
ulation.  Then  the  drought  came.
Three  bad  nesting  years  and  a
poor cover in the area  cut a tre-
mendous  hole   in   the   pheasant
population. But with many  acres
being   put   into   the   soil   bank,
good farming practices  upon  the
land   and   an   excellent   nesting
year, we had a wonderful pheas-
ant  population.  Just  as   an   ex-
ample:    On   one   biology   brood
count   Qf   a   year   ago,   only   48
young  birds  were  counted.  This
year  on  the  same  route,  I  had
a  count  of  268  birds,  which  is  a
huge  increase  over  last  year.

Although   we   have   no   quail
season  (the  two  counties  to  the
west  and  south  do)   there  is  a
fairly  gcold population in certain
sections  Of the  county.  We  have
done a little adult quail stocking
on certain farms where we have
at   least   a   mile   of   good   field
edge 'cover, On these farms there
is usually one. coveir of quail and
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on  two  we  have  found  as  many
as four coveys this year, showing
we  have  had  good  reproduction.

As  Ida  County  is  rolling,  we
have   many  areas   which   I   like
to  think  Of  as   ``evening  recrea-
tion  areas,"  known to  the rest of
the   world   as   farm   ponds.   We
have   many    of   these    ponds
throughout   the   county,    with
many   recreational   hours   being
spent  fishing  and  swimming  at
these sites. In the fall these areas
furnish   some  fairly   good   duck
hunting,   and   on   one   pond   in
pa.rticular,  some  geese  were  shot
from  this  fall.

We have carried  on an  exten-
sive    fish-stocking    program
throughout  the  county  from  the
fish   hatchery   at   Lake  View.
Many  Of  these  ponds  were  built
during the drought and this was
the first year with ample rainfall
to  fill  many  Of  the  ponds.   We
also   had   to   restock   one   pond
that  had  failed  because  Of  lack
of  water.  In  stocking  the  farm
ponds,    we   follcw   the   recom.
mended  practice  set  up  by  the
State   Conservation   Commission,
which is followed throughout the
entire  state.

One  other   amphibian   is   also
stocked,  and  that  is  the  bullfrog
tadpole. In loading the fish truck
directly  froim  our  brood  ponds,
the   bullfrog   tadpoles   are   also
collected    and    stocked    in    the
ponds  the  same time as  the fish.
So   far   this   practice   has   not
panned out too well. I believe the
reason  for  this   is  that  we  are
too  far  north  with  the  winters
being  too  cold.  But  some  day  in

Ida  County  Personnel

Ida County Pe-rsonnel  sealed, left ±6 right     C. J.  H.  Hemer, Arthur;
L.  8.  Berlelsen, Chairman,  Ba±±le  Creek;  I:lvin I:.  Leonard,  Holstein.
S±anding,  left  to  righ±:  J.  W.  Fair,  Assis±an±  County  Engineer  and
George  S.  Wi±±ers,  County  I:ngineer.

northwest   Iowa   they  may `take
hold  in  the  farm  ponds  and  the
farmer  may  say  to  his  neighbor,
"Well,  guess  1'11  go  down  to  the

poind and get a mess o£ frog legs."
instead   of   "Guess   1'11   go   down
and get  a  couple  of  bass for  d'in-
ner.„

The stream fishing in the coun-
ty is  confined mainly to  the Ma-
ple  River,  which  is  a  tributary
of  theaLittle  S.ioux  River.  It  is  a
typical  prairie  stream  with  high
cut   banks   and   very   few   trees
along its edges. In previous years
it  has   provided   some  excellent
catfishing.   But   the   past   three
y.ears,  because  Of  lack  of  water,
fishing of all types has been very
poor.  This  stream  also  provides
some    fur-bearing    animals    for
trapping   purposes.    At   present
there   are   about   three   beaver
dams in the county.  The  one  im-
mediately  north  of  Ida  Grove  is
quite  a  novelty.  Due  to  the  lack
Of  timber  along  the  banks,  the
beavers  have  built  this  one  out
Of barrels  and  tin  cans  from .the
city   dump,   along   with   a   few
sticks   and   stoines   that   were
available.   So   you   can   see   the
beaver  has  learned  to  adapt-  his
living  haLbits  to  man.

I   think   you   will   agree   that
throug.hout  Ida  County  there  is
a  lot  of  outdoor  recreation.  For
a  county  that  has  been  blessed
with rolling farm land and a few
prairie streams, man has not only
come   to  farm  the  land   exten-
sively,  but has  made a  place for
wildlife   and   fishing,   which   in
themselves   are  great  resources.
The   farmer,   because   Of   newer
and  more  modern  farm  imple-
ments and the  townspeople with

their  days  off  hat-e  more  hours
to  spend  at  the  recreational  sites
of  their  county.  Thi.ough  the  co-
operation of the farmer and with
the  help  of  the  State  Conserva-
tion    Commission    and    govern-
mental  agencies,  we  hope  to  es-
tablish many more of these areas
in  the  future.

Galvo  Lu,mber  &  Supply  Co.

Love   Bros.   Paints
Headqucirters  For

Building   MQteria[s

EVERYTHING   TO   BulLD
ANYTHING

CLARK  SCOLES,  Mgr.
Phone  2-3600               GALYA,   lA.

Midtown  Molors

Chevrolet   Sales   &   Service

BATTLE  CREEK,   lowA
Pl.one  1245

Ford   Tract.ors   &   Implements

Parts   &   Service

A  FARM  IS
AS  BIG  AS
ITS  POWER

TO  PRODUCE
Page  '.1



Teachers'  Conservation  Camp

Myrtle  Branl, 4±h  grade teacher, Baffle Creek  school
a

Iowa Teaehers' Corlservation Camp
By Myrtle  Branl

Thinking`  of  Springbrook  State
Pal.k   at   Guthrie   Center   several
months ago after summer  session,
makes me think  that I had taken
a   short   va.cation    with     teacher
friends   "living   up"   the   outdoor
life.   This   course   which   entitled
me to three hours of college cred-
it  in  the  science field  and  lasting
only   three   weeks,   gave    me     a
bird's-eye  view   as   to   the  many
wonders  nature  has  in  store  for
love.rs   of   the   great  outdoors.   It
seemed   as  though  we  were  just
beginning  to  understand  how  to
classify  rocks,   although  we  had
several  days   of  rock  study   and
field   tribs,   when    "bingo"     we
were   off   on   another   field   trip
and    found    ourselves    in     some
farmer's  field  judging   the    soil
content,    studying   erosion    etc.
Field  work  on  tree  identification
proveid   real  interesting    as     did
our   study   on   conservation   and
uses  of  water.  No  one  will  ever
forget   our   observation   of   plant
and animal life in the marshes  as
we waded in water yea high with
binoculars  he.ld  above  our  heads
so as not to get them wet.  A little
fun  and  humor  mixed  with  all
our  work  seemed to  keep  every-
one  in the  best of spirits.

I.  can't   think   of   Springbrook
but  what  I  think  of  the friendly
attitude   and    close    relationship
between  teacher   and   pupil.     It
made no difference if we were in
doubt  as  to  which  rock  we  were
analyzing or whether it was some
leaves to identify, we were never
without  the  help  of  our  "chief"
friends.  C].ass  instruction  was  al-
ways `held  with  in.aximum  inter-
est  as  it  was  led  by.specialists
in  their   fields  or  teachers   who
were ready  to  discuss  any  or  all
questions.
Page   ]2

Along  with  our  work,  we  al-
ways had  time for a little  recre-
ation.  What  fun  we  had  playing
kitten  bal]   or  volley   ball  right
after our evening meal!  Then too,
the   beach    and   swimming   pool
were  ne.ar  enough  to  be  enjoyed
by   all.   As   for   me,   I    enjoyed
spending  my  time  at  the  Indus-
trial   Arts   Building  working   on
projects  I  knew  I    could    bring
back   to   my   classroom    to     use.
These   things   included    an     ant
farm   box,    insect   box,     electric
board,   bil`d   houses,   rock   collec-
tion  box  etc.

Maybe   you've   woiidered   how
this  course  has  been  applied  to
the fourtli  grade  level.  I  hope  to
get  my  fourth  graders  to  under-
stand   that   all   the  outdoors,
whether it be water, soil, wildlife
or  what  it may  be,  must be  con-
served  but  yet  its  here  for  us  to
enjoy  and  find  happiness  in  the
study  Of  it.

We  have  taken  up  only  a 'few
portions  of  nature  study  and  in
our spare time caught, killed and
mounted  butterflies  and  insects.
We  have  had  an  insight  to  tree
identification   and   made   a   few
booklets  on  leaf  collections.  The
birds  have   caused    considerable
interest as we watched and  stud-
iedc a  caged  chickadee  for  a  day,
fed  the  birds  on  our  feeder  and
made   bird   booklets   concerning
Iowa  birds.   Who  had  more  fun
watching the ants in the ant farm
box-the  pup.ils  or  teacher?

We  found   the  ants  along  the
roadside  and brought them in for
close   observation.
• These  with  more  to  come  are

just  aL  few  things  that  we  have
enjoyed studying and know as we
grow older we must conserve our
natural   resources   to    keep    the
world-in supply.

Mrs. Eileen Bodholdl, third grade teacher, Ida  Grove school

«y Experiehees at SpringbrooA
By  Mrs.  I:ileen  Bodholdi

"Tweetl  Tweet!  Hear  the  bird-
ies  sing!   Its  5:00   a.   in.   Time   to
get  up  for  the.  bird  hike."  That's
the  way  a  day  sometimes  began
at Springbrook State Park,  Guth-
rie  Center,  when  the  Iowa  State
Teachers     College    Conservation
C.amp  is  in  session.  The  particu-
lar course  I  attended was  divided
into  three  main parts.  They were
conservation  of  soil,  conselrvation
of   water,   and   conservation    of
forests,  as  particularly  found  in
Iowa.

We learned by doing or observ-
ing  first  hand.   This   was     not
merely a lecture course. We trav-
eled   over   one   thousand   miles
really  seeing   conservation.     We
had  field  trips  to  the  Ledges  .at
Boone,   to  further   acquaint    us
with  the  history  and  makeup  of
soil.   We   took   many   int.eresting
trips  in  and  around  Springbrook.
We visited a virgin woodlot, plus
other   woodlots,   the   nursery   at
Iowa  State  College  in  Ames,  the
Little  Sioux  Flood  Control  Proj-
ect  which   included   Ida   County
and  a  stop  at  the  experimental
farm at Castana. Our journeys al-
scj  included  the   sewage  disposal
plant  at  Audubon,  a  saw  mill  at
Jefferson,   a  "wet"   trip   into    a

FARMERS    ELUMBER

COMPANY

Phone 26

BATTLE  CREEK,  IOWA

marsh.  Oh,  I  could  go  on  and c
but  it   all  adds  up  to  observi]
the  real  thing-not  just  readi]
o'r  hearing  about  conservation.

We learned how to  apply wh
we  had  learned  in  our  field  e
periences  to  classroom  sitilatiol
We   "taught"   some   conservati(
ideas  and  gave  demonstrations
our  classmates.

Children  think  conser.vation
fun    and   interesting.    Anythil
scientific  is  really  "it" right no.
I've  shbwr`~  my  rock  collection
my  own  school groups  plus sor
interested  Cub  Scouts.  They  I
minded me of  the  "rock hound
who  spoke  to  us  at  camp.  We'.
all  found  out  ho`v  much  fun
is  to  press  leaves  in  a  leaf .pr€
and mount them in varidug!.ira:
Boys  and  girls  in this rtiral t'6]
mum.ity Want. to know more:.abc
the   land   where   they   live   a:
what  it  is  made  up  of.  We  ha
I un  trying  to  figure    out    t"why"  of .things.

This  course  did  a  good. job
presenting   conse.rvation   of    a
natural  resources   on  a .practit
level.   Our    regular     instruct(
plus  the  many  guest  instruct(
we   had,   really   enlightened
about  the  vital  need  for  const
vation.  I hope to try to help ch
dren  realize  how  important  it

Gro  Fertilizer,  Inc.

Phone - Onawa,  lowa - 601
Phone - Ida Grove,  lowo - 22

MANUFACTLjRERS   OF
LIQUID    FERTILIZER

Buy  vilTH   CONF.IDEM.€E   .
AND  SAVE  .

IOWA  SOIL .Axe  WA.I



Ida  County Newspapers Aid istricT  W`ith

Conservation  Pictu.res  and  News

Charles Hansohn, leI±, and  Dale Merrill,  right, .News  I:ditor  and  Pub-
lisher of the Ida Grove Pione'er Record.

Conservation, The  Key   H
To  Prosperity

Dale  Merrill,  Publisher
Charles  Hansohn,  News  Edi±or

Ida  County Pioneer Record
Ida  Grove,  Iowa

Agriculture  today   is   a  highly
mechanized  industry.   While   we
have   substituted   machine-power
for   manpowetr,   there  is  no  re-
placement for our  soil  and water
resources. upon  which  agriculture
depends  for  its  life  blood.   Thus,
many  farmers  today. find  them-
selves faced with the necessity of
rebuilding    their    nutritionally
starved   soil,   neglected   through
the   years  and   conserving  what
soil   and   water   resour'ces     they
have.

Farmers  have  teamed  together
in  organized  watersheds  and  soil
conservation   districts    to    solve
their.  common  problem.   Not   all
have   joined   the   fight     against
wasteful  erosion  and  soil  deple-
tion,  but  that   group  is  rapidly
becoming a minority.

Land  which  has  been  neglect-
e.d,  washed  bare  of   its    topsoil,

gutted   by   deep   gullies,   is   now
being   brought    back    to     life
through  the.  efforts-  of  conserva-
tion  minded  farmers.  Sometimes
the  rewal`ds  se.em  slow  in  com-
ing  but  it  takes  time  to  put  life
back into soil,  just as it took time
for  neglect  to  tear  it  down.

There ai.e many ways  in which
soil  and  water  resources  can  be
compared  to  the  machinery  used
to  plant,   till  and  harvest  crops.
One  example  might  be   compar-
ing  the  land  with  a  tractor.  A
tractor  requires  e.lements  such  as
gas,   oil,   water,   electricity,   etc.,
if . it  is  to  run  .  .  .land. must  con-
tain nutritious elements if it is to
grow   healthy    crops-elements
that are DreseTved or replaced by
good  soil  conservation  practices.

Soil  and  water 6onservati-oh  is
the  key  to  agricultural  pro.due-
tivity  and  pro`sperity  today  and
tomorrow.   We   must    safeguard
the  resources  we  have   for    the
welfare  of  generations  to  come.

PEE:SIDENT'S  CORNEFl-

(Cctntinued  from  page  5)

Distriet program  will  slow  up  in
Iowa.

This  amount  in  asking  would
only  be  about  two  cents  an  acre
on  Cropland  in  Iowa.

Please do your part locally.
Also  we  are  in  need.  of  your

District  dues  for  1959  ase  funds
will be needed to present our ask-
ing    to   the   legislature.   Please
send  dues  as  soon  as  poss.ible.

I  want  to  thank Newinan .Lyle
our  Vice  President  for  assuming
the responsibilities of his office in
IOWA  SOIL  AivD  WATER

representing  the officers at seven
of  the  nine  reigional  meetings.

It  is  indeed  a pleasure  to  have
help  in  this  worthwhile  program
of ours.

Mark  your  calendars  for  Jan-
uary   13   and   14   as   the  Annual
Short  Course  for  Commissioners
will  be  he.1d  at  Iowa  State  Col-
lege  at  Ames.  You  will  receive
the programs very soon. All com-
missioners  are  invited  with  ex-
penses   paid   of   your   lA   fund
will stand it. Please plan to have
your  District  represented.

Also  don't  forget  to  send  your
reservations for the  National As-

Bruc®  Bye,  1ef±,  and  Harland
Hols±ein  Advance.

Hansom,  rig.h'±,   are  publishers   of... 'the

THESE  PEOPLE  LIVE  IT!
By  Harland  HaLnson

Editor  Holstein  Advance
We  have  had   occasion, to  ob-

serve,  over  the  past  thre.e  years
during  which the  Soil  and  Water
magazine has been printed in our
plant,  quite  a  number   of    men
who  have  helped  to   gather  the
material for the counties featured
in  those  issues.

We   couldn't  help   but   be   im-
pressed  by  the  missionary  spirit
of   these  r`racticing   coservation-
ists,  ttie  commissioners who  ha.ve
given much of their time and en-
ergy   to  the  tas.k  of  selling  and
converting all the farmers of  our
state  to  the  immediate  and  long-
range  benefits  of  conserving  our
soil  and water.

It has been because of their un-
selfish  efforts  that  good   conser-

sociation   meeting    in     Houston,
Texas,   February   1-5.   This   will
give  you  a  good  week's  vacation
and  you  will  be   royally    enter-
tained  in Texas.  We should have
a  good  repre.sentation  at  Houston
this  year.

Registrations   must   be   in   by
January 15 if at all possible.

Don't forget your Dues.
Will  see  you  at  Short  Course.

PLAN  AHEAD

See

Louie  Dahms
lhsur®nce  ^gel]cy

HAIL  -  LIFE  -  AUTO
FARM  LIABILITY -LOANS

Phone  45i6                        IDA  GROVE

vation  practices  have become  the
rule  ins.tead  of  the  exception.

We  are  proud  Of  the  fact  that
our   count,y,   Ida,  h.as   kept  pace
with  the   growing  movement  of
conservation.    Some   projects   .in
this county are now nearing com-
pletion  that  would  be  outstand-
ing  projects    anywhere.     Whole
farms  have  been  reclaimed  from
sub-marginal  operations,  and  beL
come  profitable  again.

The   transformation   that    has
taken place is truly amazing. Ter-
racing,  grassed  waterways,  gully
control  and  newly  created  farm
ponds have given the land a com-
plete  "face lifting,"  and have `cre-
ated  a  new  pride  of  ownership,
not  to  mention  greater  land  val-
ues.

Our  hats  are  off  to  the  many
farmei`s who have  served so  well
in   the   cause   of    conservation.
Having   realized   the   benefits
themselves,   they  have  done  ev-
erything  in  their  power to  make.
everyone  conservation  conscious.
Their  zeal  has  not  been  without
results. Ida county and Iowa have
made   enormous   strides    towal.d
their goal.

C----

Graze  prioperly

and  raise  plenty `
Oof  beef :  over  graze

and  `''beef"

plenty!
` Page  13
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Gary  Becker,  Dyersv,ille,  Iowa

IOWA  STATE  GRANGE

ESSAY  CONTEST

The Iowa State  Grange and the
Iowa   Manufacturers'   association
were sponsors of an  essay  contest
held  in  Iowa  recently.•    The   contest  was   open   to   any

young  man  or  woman  under  21
years  of  age.  One  hundred  elev-
en  entrie.s  were  received   in  the
1958   contrst.

The   title   of   the   contest   was"Better   Living  Through  Conser-
vation,"   v,'ith   six  sub-topics  for
the essayist to choose from. These
Were:
1.  How  soil  conservation  can   af-

feet  our  ai;ea   '~`.
2.  Water  is  both  a  friend  and  an

enemy
3.. The,,.place.  of  trees  in  a  conser-

v.atioh   program
4'.  The  place   of  wildlife   in   con-

servation  and  better  living
5.  What   conservation   means   to

Our  family.
6.  Whose    responsibility    is    soil

conservation
Awards  were  made  at  a  ban-

quet   in   Grinnell,   Iowa,   to  four
contestants,    determined   by   the
judges  as  the  winning  entries  in
the.  conte.sis.  -

Pamela.  Ann,  Keil,  Lako±a, .Iowa

The  award  winners  and   their
awards were as follows:
First  place-Gary  Becker,  Dyers-

ville,   Iowa,   $40.00
Second   place-Pamela    Ann

Keil,  Lakota,  Iowa,  $30.00
Third    place-Darrell    Goodhue,

Carlisle,  Iowa  $20.00
Fourth   place-Edwin    Hoffman,

Mt.  Ayr,`  Iowa,  $10.00
Judges   for   the   contest   were:

Frank  H.  Mendell,  State  Con.ser-
vationist,    SC.S,   Des   Moines;
Hampt.on  IIall,   State   Supervisor
Vocational  Agriculture,    of    Des
Moines;,  Marvin   Anderson,     As-
sociate    Director    of     Extension,
Iowa   State.   College,   Ames;   and
Harry   D.   Linn,   Executive   Vice
President;    Iowa     Manufacturers
Association,   Des   Moines.

Iowa  Soil  and  Water  wis'hes  to
congratulate    The    Iowa    State
Cirange.,  Mr.  Loren  Murphy, `ma.s-
ter  of  the  Grange,  and  the  Iowa
Manufacturers     association    I or
sponsoring   such    a     worthwhile
c.ontest.    Certainly   any   type   o£
contest   that   encourages   conser-
vation   of  our  natural  resources
lends  a hand in making the great
State  of  Iowa,  greater.

The four winning essays appear
in   this   is.sue   of   Iowa   Soil   and
Water.

t-',

Darrell  Goodhue,  Carlisle,  Iowa

THE  NEED  I.OH  SOIL
CONSE:HVATI0N  ON
OuR FARM

By  Gary  Beekel
Dyersville,  Iowa

Ninth  Grade

My  great-grandfather,  tired  of
Austrian  insecurity    and     peril
came  to  America  and  found  the
answer  to  his  dream  on  a  pleas-
ant  acreage  of rich virgin  timber
in northeast .Iowa. This rich loam
he  cleared  of  trees.  Being  a  car-
penter  and  a  mason iby trade,  he•built   a   lovely  house   and  barns

with sturdy walnut and oak from
this  farm.  My  great-grandfather
lived  a  peaceful   and    satisfying
life  enjoying  the  comforts  of  his
own  land.  He found  shelter  from
the  winds.'.by  tall  pines  and' en-
joyed  the..:fruits  of   h.is    orchard
which  h'e  planted.  This,  became
the  heritage  of my  parents!-  My father and mother took po-
session  o£ .this   eighty-acre  farm
in  19.36.  With!-it  came  a.;' problem
great-grandfather  had  been  fully
aware   o£.   A   large    gully     had
•formed   and   was   devouring   the
fine mulcliy soil right up the cen-
ter of the farm. To make matters
worse,  it  was  head.ing   for    the
farm   buildings   which   were   lo-
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Edwin  Hoffman,  M±. Ayr,  Iov

cated on top  of the hill.  Withi]
lifetime,   I   was  told,  our  wh
farm  could  break  away,  gain
momentum,  and  be  washed  i]
the  Guff  of  Mexico.  This  woi
leave  our farm unproductive  a
worthless.  Our  farni  could  tl
be  characterized  as  General  ,
fred  Sully  in  1864  described  1
bad  lands  of  South  Dakota  w
this , sulpliurous    world     pictu"Hctl  with  the  fires  out."

The  vi].gin  to.psoil  is  the  r€
due  of  a  million  years  of  grow
and decay.  Here, on our farm, 1
thick,  black  loam  which  hell
build  the  nation,   (for  soil  is  1
foundation   of   everything)    v
wasting   away   within   a   gene.
tion!  I  recall  my  saying,  "Son
ining  must  be  done  about  thi
I   remember   accompanying   I
father to  the  gully after  a hea
ra.in   and  watched   the    gushj
water  chum  through  the  rolls
wire,  rubbish,   machinery,    a]
stumps,   materials  we   had    I
there  in  previous    attempts
check  the  gully.  We   were    c(
vinced  that  this  was not  the
lution  to  our  problem.   It  m€
the water more turbulent and i
more harm than good.

Success  in  Controlling
Water .Run-OIf

1'     -.   '

We next attempted to solve (
problem  by  erecting   a    cemi
structure   across   the   gully.   Si
eral  days   were   spent    carry:
materials to make this barrier,
too,   pro-ved   inadequate   for   '
heavy   winter's   frost    produ
large  cracks  in  the  soil,   an'd
the .first spring thaw tiny strea
followed  the  crack.s   in  the  S
and    soon  ;I,thes'e '  widened    a
deepe.ned  aft.d once  more  the i
ter  was  set  free..  In  1951  anot:
attempt  was  made.'  This  cem
structure was  quite-successful 1
still   _inadequate    tor , f`'complet
stop  the  growth  of  the  gully.
series  of  these  would  have  bt
reqriired  to  do  the  job. `  ..,,

I.,.r        .

Cont.inued  on page 34   L`.
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History Of  Ida  County
Soil  Conservation  District

The  Ida  County  Soil  Conservation  District  was  chartered  Feb-

Fe£E1!nn::bair;gd:!6rrT¥ir#:;iEuei:i.!::tihefiae:s:,!b:fstnfa:ed:#.Pal:-:eeisi:£¥cn,:sye6:uxf
petition circulated in Ida County 434 out of 1462 landowners requested
that a District be formed.  The  District held  Its  first regular  meeting

B::trtuaarn¥5i|e]n9r4;.D¥]:V£:#yeetErei:cct%#mA]SS;£Fser£'eeEtfng,.Esr±BnaliJiv:;
a[eebcf3gr;h:n#funaracnhdtE:nB!Str¥c.tD#rg%dwoaust3€sP°j3±&dpiaefr:tn¥6r]oP
ff#cua#reexf:i:g5ioanMsee=;ircae?d:nmdogoEn8:isste:rnvda#gnws#vti::.Iowa

1946

forthKeeFE:ttricF.inBRE::i,Wi%S46:Sfigsn3frsatsd¥t°i:¥Pnnithec°Dn±Ss::rcatt±&ne±rs:
the preparation of serveral farm conservation plans  and  the or8ariza-
tion of several sub-watersheds for the Littl.a Sioux Flood Control proj-

3Cutt £%:kp#:CstuBS8nE:anda##£r#%!]£yw?:n]¥ess in the e.arly  194o's
Most o± the Farm C.onservation plans at that time contained pro-

vision  for  contouring  and  gcod  crop  rotations  but  very  I.ittle  else.

¥ggi¥y£%re¥ae:Sewtareeyr#eurcetannotttf°a£¥]:=P:#icj?.C0ntourfarmingprin-
Robert Hollins joined the staff as  Conservation  Aid.

1947
Albert  .Murphy  replaced  Robert  Hollins  as   Conservation  Aid.

Ross Baumann replaced J. 8. Scott as District Commissioner.
1948

Construction  work  was  started  on  the  Peri6n-Kirkholm  Water-
shed. This project starte.d considerable controversy ih the District and

`§#reEwe:Sur€ealinfo¥tht:ocyfu]?h::uEd¥e£#theti:a:£:£:t:o§ifsfij=:]e3rr%:::Sb:oe¥T:e:I:]i¥ihg:I
nationwide  basis.  Nevertheless  the  watershed  was'  the  show  spot  in
the District. Many people even from foreign lands  came  to look at it

;nadtei:aehd°¥nih:e3::iifsi¥i°i:¥eodrieYfitnhntgjeghebxopr:i£;nB:st8r:;gse,dth¥8:±fi
Conservation  Service  worked  out   an  "Alternate  Plan."   This  Plan
replaced many of the structures  with terraces  and resulted in  a con-
siderable saving to both  the  landowner and  taxpayer.

Bruce  Marcue  replaced  Dodge  as  Secretary  and  County  Exten-
sion  Director,  and  Ray  Bre'snahan  was  appointed  District  Treasurer.

1949

ner.#ssespe:vF;egl=eerye'Lr;,dJ;oianveadi|tahbe|eDiift:ircje:stgssl;s::3tuFPEeEi:E-
planning  job within the District and to  help  organize  additional  wa-
tersheds of the Little Sioux Flood Control Project.

H. L.  Elk replaced Ed.  C.  Perion  as  District  Commissioner.
1950

Paul  Peterson replaced  as  Secretary  and  County  Extension  Di-
rector.   Mr.  Peterson  inaugurated   the  Leaders   Land  Use   Training
Schools in the  District.  The  School was  set ut)  to  develop  local  lead-

iEsipw8S#oC£°E§frrevraet£?nsoa]±dcto°nst:ra€gtithnenb][.anc°ttc:a.]y#se;`rho°g¥;'mbT:
still carried on jointly by the District and  County Extension  Service.

1951
Bruce Marcue replaced Clarey  on our staff and Willard H. oRoes-

ke replace.d Murphy.
1952

wasH:Bpryo±nDt:i]'toDi#£!sCp°o¥£#:Sns]3E:ir]'t££eedne££t:¥g£::;rDe:¥!€onprBeucr¥
ing this year Ge.orge W.  Witters also joined our staff.

1953

numb:Bei2±7n8aEg:gL£?nab3itsee#abreytte°rfcoAog:£rcaut[£tounrebet¥:g°€£:dEB:
trict and the Ida County ASC.

Three farmers, Marvin Volkert, Douglas Township; Harlan Fred-

;i|gTc:eForBtaht:1eDiTforYc:sihniptLeEs%iExScci±;girggiaaniF.orwESEip;n¥notnAf£;I
culture.  This  on  the  basis  of  general  excellence  of  soil  conservation
practiced on their farms.

1954

Distri#±tsoyber¥aferceacuosreds°finaEhee¥i¥t8Tir:Fi8na%g:3!;cf:|]Se!3:#;tntesr:€:
:ifeeswlgr9e *£= 8: tt£:r:=e3id26b2:£ki£:eac#£e3%Jht:nurtsTgi  95.561  feet  of

1955

SLec.c8nhsai]mci±%nre£]oarckedw¥;:t£:Eda3nDisft£C±a8t°Xrd¥isc[£n8:.eek

¥.i;!ih|iiaimfift;ii;a:n;ggEea:i::befT#¥a!%:ia3!;:-;a£;?sfc;;3:o;ra:iijerue:!£:iili
IOWA  SOIL  ANI)  WATER

Wfltorshods In  Ida mist-riot

Pleasant Valley Watershed Commi±±ee, 1ef± ±o righ±:  Bruce  Goodenow,
HaLrold  Schreiber.  FLolland  Chisholm,  and  Ar±hur  Gosch.  This  group
organized in the spring of 1958.

Ida  County  ASC  hired  program  service  men  to  lay  out  contour
farming, thus, reducing a peak work load on. tile District Staff.

Orlan  Ehler,  District  cooperator,  Ida  County  Board  o£  Supervis-
ors and District cooperated in the installatic`n  of two  drop  inlet struc-
tures on a new county road adjoining Ehler's farm. This was the first
time  this  type  of.~cooperative  gully  control  had  been  attempted.

1956
East Aldrich Cireek Watershed was  completed this year.
The  Rossow  Watershed  located  in  Maple  Towinship  and  Wood-

bury County was orga.nized as  a sub-watershed of the  Little  Sioux.
1957

Bryce  Vollmar  carried  out  an  unusual  job  on  his  800-acre
farm, located two miles north of Gushing. In the past two years he had
installed  20.5  miles  of  terraces,  built  four  water  impounding  dams,
and. shaped  4.5  acres  of waterways.  In  addition  he  arranged  coopera-
tively,  with  the  Iowa  Highway  Commission   Lo  raise  the   intake  an
average  of about  12  feet  on  five road  structures  on  the  south  side  of
his farm (the relocation of U.  S. Highway 20).

Harold  R.  Godown replaced  Bruce  Marcue  on  the  District  staff
as  assistant Farm Planner..

1958
Pleasant Valley Watershed,  Maple  Township  was  organize.d.  Al-

most  a  quarter  of  the  terraces.  installed  this  year  were  built  in  this
watershed.  ,

Harold  R.  Godown  transferTe'd  to  Webster  City  as  Work  Unit
Conservationist.

IiooK  FOR  THIS  SIGN

This  sign  maLrks  the  entrance  lo our  office,  located  in  the 'baiemen`±
of the Post Office Building, Ida Grove,  Iowa. \.,
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ARE:A  LE:VEL-
(C`ontinued  from  page  9)

groups  to  secure  aid  under  the
new  watershed  authority.  Farm-
ers  and  others  owning  lands  in
th.at  portion  oif  the  Little  Sioux
Watershed,    which   is    south    o£
Clay  and  Osceola  Counties,   are
eligible  for  aid  under  the  Little
Sioux   Flood   Prevention   pro-
gram.. The   bottomlands-in   the
flood plain  of the  Missouri River
are  oiutside  of  the  area  author-
ized  for  assistance.

In  1946,  the  Soil  Conservation
Service  set up  a  staff  of  techni-
cians   to   make   surveys,   plan
watershed  progr.ams   and   other-
wise  to   help   Soil   Conservation
Districts   carry   out   the   objec-
tives   Of   the   Little   Sioux   pro-
gram.  The  State  Soil  Coinserva-
tion  Committee  Of  Iowa  provid-
ed  some  much  needed  guidance
and  leadership,  es.pecially  in  the
early  stages,  in  setting  up  POH-
cies  and  procedures  for  the  pro-
gram.  The Secretary of the U.  S.
Department  Of  Agriculture   and
the  Commissicmers  of  each  Soil
Conservatio`n  District  in  the  au-
thorized  area  Of the  Little Sioux
have    entered   into    agreements
which   stipulate   conditions   un-
der which Federal funds  may be
made  available  for  carrying  out
the  program  objectives.

Districts have  accepted respon-
sibilities for securing cooper'a.tion
from  farmers   in   planning   and
appling  the needed  farm conser--
vation   practices.   Districts   halve

` also  agreed  to  secure  rights-Of-
way  as needed to  make  surveys,
plan,   install   and   maintain   the
w.atershed   improvements.    And,

J       perhaps most important, Districts
have  accepted  responsibility  for
maintaining   the   program   after
each segment or small watershed
is  treated.

.  The   watershed   program   is   de-
signed to reduce erosion and run-
off   at   the   soiurce   and,   thusly,

t     r¥seatt`£yngr:::;e £%:£r pr¥::i::
rains.  Under  this  plan,  water  is
held  where  it  falls  insofar  as  is
practical.   Improvements  are  in-
stalled in watercourses to reduce
land  destruction by gullying  an.d
otherwise  to  control  the flow  of
surplus  water.  The  gully  cointrol
measures  include  features  to  re-
duce .the  flow  of  soil  from  the

.uplands   and,   thus,   greatly   re-
duce  the  sediment  problems   of
the  drainage  ditches  serving  the
bottomlands Of the Missouri Riv-
er flood plain.

Farmers  and  others  who  par-
ticipate in the program will ben-
efit in  many  ways.  So.il  fertility
and  soiil  tilth  will  be  improved.
Gully  and  sheet  erosion  will  be
greatly   reduced;   land   destruc-
tion by gullying will  be  reduced
to   a   practical  minimum.   More
water  will  be   retained  in   the
soil  for  crop  productions.  Many
of  the  wells,  which  have  gone

#ayt'e¥±]a]g::nTes¥z:Ebtl0ep:;::scfn£`
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land   will   be   returned   to   row
crop  use.  Structures  will provide
crossings    over   gullies    which
could    not    be    crossed    before.
Stock  watering  facilities  will  be
installed  in  connection  with sev-
eral Of the dams, for a very rea-
sonable  cost  to the  farmer.  Sev-
eral of the permanent ponds may
be  developed  into  excellent  rec-
reatiein areas with very little ex-
tra cost  to local pecple.  Siltation
problems in drainage ditches and
elsewhere   will   be   greatly   re-
duced.    Roads,    railroads,    and
other .rjublic facilities will be bet-
ter   protected   from   damage   by
flooding.  And,  perhaps  most  im-
portaiit  to  the  area,  the  tax  base
(the  land)  will  be  much  better
protected.

The  first  watershed  to  receive
treatment   under   this   program
was    completed   .in    1947.    Since
then   soime   30   such   watersheds
have been treated. Three of these
•are  located   in   Ida   County   Soiil
Conservation  District.  Over  3,000
miles  Of terraces  have  been  con-
structed by farmers. The govern-
ment  had  aided  with  fihanchng
the    construction    of    over    600
miles   of  basin   terraces   on   the
steeper    slopes.    Well    over`   400
dams    have    been    constrricted.
75-plus  miles   of   channels   have
been  improved.  It has  taken  ap-
proximately  7,000,000  cubic  yards
of    earthwork    to    build    these
dams,  diversions,  etc.

In    all,    some    150    watershed
groups  of farmers  have  been  or-
ganized   to   expedite   the   Little
Sioux  program.  Work  plans  are
now being prepared for the next
eight  watersheds  in  line  for  as-
sistance.

Area IA-1  has  two  of the pilot
watershed  projects  in  the  Floyd
River  Valley.  These  are  in  the
Plymoiuth   and   Sioux   Soiil   Con-
servation   Districts.   Within   the
past three years a new watershed
program  has  come  into  being.  It
is  known  as  the  Public  Law  566
watershed    protection    program.
Program  objectives  and  general
procedures are about  the same in
all   these   watershed   authorities.
The   "566"   program   is   nation-
wide and not limited, such as the
Little  Sioux  program  is.  Within
Area  IA-1,  five  watersheds  have
been  organized  to  participate  in
the   "566"   proigram.   Three  have
submitted  applications for  aid  to
the State Soil Conservation Com-
mittee .Of Iowa. The Battle Creek-
Davis  watershed  in  Monona  and
the Held watershed in Plymouth
have   been   approved   for   assis-
tance.  The  third  application  has
not  been  acted  upon  yet.

soil Lconservation  is  on  the  in-
crease  in  Area  IA-1.  Some  4,700
farmers    are   now   cooperating
with  the  seven  Districts,  which
include   Lyon   County,   Sioux
County, Plymouth County, Cher-
okee  C.ounty,  Woodbury  County,
and   Monona   Colunty   Soil  Con-
servation   Districts   in   addition
.to.t.he   Ida   District.    Over   600•miles   of   standard   terraces,   ap-

Con+o,ur   Lis+ing

Contour  listing  on  ±he  Jay  Bower  farm,  in  Garfield  Township.  This
practice is twice as effective as contour surface planting.
proximate.I.y   150   miles   of   basin
teITaces  and  some   450   acres   Of
grassed   waterways    were    in-
stalled iri 1958. The farmers have
also installed many drainage jobs
and  erosicm  control  structures.

Farmers    are`   getting    some
much needed help in.-the  way  Of
cost   sharing   from   the.  Agricul-
tural  Co`nservation Progl:am.  The
Extension  Service  arid  other  or-
ganizations  have  played  an  im-
portant part.  There is  still much
need  for  more  informatio.n  and
edu`cation  work.  But  many  peo-
ple are helping. For instance, the
Sioux   City   Chamber   o£   Com-
merce  and  the `Sioux  City  Jour-
nal  jointly  sponsoir  a  permanent
agriculture   pro.gram   each   year.
M.achinery   establishments   have
funds   and  helped.  with   conser-
vatiin  events  many  times.  Sev-
eral   schools   are   teaching   soil
conservation.  Ministers  have Ire-
qtiently  included   soil   conserva-
tion  references  in  their  sermons.

While   much   remains   to   be
done,   the  people   of  Area  IA-1
and  S.iouxland  can  be  rightfully
proud  of  the  conservation  work
they  have   accomplished  in   the
past  18  to  20  years.  We  of  the
Soil Conservatio.n Service are the
first  to  recognize  that  conserva-
tion accomplishments Of this kind
are  the  result  of  teamwork.  In
this movement,  District Commis-
sioners   are   the   leaders.   Area
IA-1  is  fortunate  to  have  hard
working   District  Coiinmissioners

¥i:taa:eetrhe:i5yjo:ns;ri#lsix,gqnt:
assume  responsibiHties  and  take
acti'ons whenever there is a need.
The `retired   commissioners   in
this  area  deserve  a  special  vote
of  thanks,   also.  Many  of  them
have given twelvoe years or. more
service to their Soil Conservation
District.    Siouxland    agriculture
is  developing  fast.

The  people  in  Siouxland  have
learned the value oif soil and wa-
ter   conservation... Irrigation    is

g:oTv:getiiigagaems:#t..£w:iti#ii
and  with  some  control  on  water

for   crop   production,   the   deep
loes's soils of this  area a`dequately
protected   against    eros'ion     are
among  the  most  highly  produc-
tive  to -be  found  anywhere.

C-

"The   plain   truth

is   that   Americans,

as  a  people,  have

never   learned   to

I'ove  the  land  and

regard   it  as   an

enduring  .  resource.

They  have  seen

it  only  as  a   field

for   exploitation

and  a  source

of  immediate

financial

return,,

Dr.   Hugh   H.

Bennett
IbviA  SolL: :AivD  W..'ijER



fl_n  cle¢eLnth              M®I stei n
C¢ulntdndntent

"Thou   shalt   inherit   the   Hbly   Earth   as   a

faithful  steward,  conserving  its  resources

and  productivity  from  generation  to  gen-

eration.     Thou  shalt  safeguard  thy  fields

from  soil  erosion,  thy  living  waters  from

drying up, thy forests from desolation, and

protect  thy  hills  from  overgrazing  by  thy
her.ds,   thqt   thy   descendants   may   have

abundance forever.  If clny shall  fail  in  this

stewardship  of the  land,  thy fruitful  fields

shall   become   sterile,   stony   ground   and

wasting  gullies, and thy descendants shall

decrease   and   live   in   poverty   or   perish
from  off the face of the  earth."

-Walter cloy Lowdermilk

State
Bar'h

HOLSTEIN,

lowA

HOME OWNED

HOME  CONTROLLED

WE    uN'CONDITIONALLY    GUARANTEE

"The  Jim  Dandy"  Collapsible  FARROWING  CRATE

The Original  Collapsible Farrowing  Crate

2  Sizes:

tFull  Stahdord  Size-
24"x72"x36"  for  gills
28"x72''x36"  for  sows  up  to  650  Ibs.

}Absoltitely  rigid  when  set  up

topens  on  both  ends

tsturdy  I"xl2"  floor

tcah   s(ore  ten   of  these  cra(es   ih   the  spec
needed   for  one   ordinary   crate

The  sides  and  ends  are  constructed  of  1/2'`  rod  through   11/2"  channel  and
all  joints are welded.

:ffapLyrcsh°awse:r;:k;Hi::#ap:Ttd¥r:earorf°¥Lnagrg€.ratewithinoneyearfromdate

¢'e'I  Ente'p'ises
GAIN A, VOW A

Thiris What Our  users  Say
About  The  Farrowing  Crate:
"From  our  brief  experience  Jim  Dandy  farrow-

ing  crates  are  very  satisfactory.  The first 3 sows
saved  34  pigs  while  one  not  in  a  crate  lost  3
pigs  the   first  half  day.``

Stanley  Baxter,  Galva,   Iowa

`'1   have   used  Jim   Dandy  farrowing   crates  for

three years and  I  find I.hem satisfactory.  I  believe
they   will   pay   for   trfemselves   in   a   very   short
time.„

Ralph  Speakman,  Galva,   Iowa

`'We  have  used  the Jim  Dandy fQrrowihg  crates
for  three  years  and  find  them  very  satisfactory
and  profitable,  because  the sows are very quiet
and  cont.ent  in  these  crates,  also will  save  more
pigs."

8.   G.   Collin,   Galva,   Iowa

IOWA  SOIL AND  WATER Page   17
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=ELs§sTEutp+j3aRfEDfiL2:e[Tn.
pl.nts   by   frojned   welders
®=Spe#'.\X\nw%ydsmm®=Egh.\_.n£

U.  S.  Goverhmeht and  SOIL
CONSERVATION    SERVICE
specific®tiohs. Ei(her aspli®It
coated  or  uhcoated  of  any
size  from  six  inches  [o  96
inches in  diameter.

MIDWEST    furnishes   anti-
seep  diaphrag.ms,  anti-swirl
walls,  trash  racks,  and plain
and perforated tee drainage
pipe  for your complete  da'm
structure.

Write  us  For  Free  Literature

Midwesr Metal  Culvert
DEs  MOINrs

816  S.  W.  Ninth  St.
Phone CHerry 3-0547

Midwest Metal  Culvert
SIOUX  CITY

420  Chamber  S(.
Phone  5-3503

We  Mahufacture-

Everythihg    in     Corrugated
Pipe:

PuRE  IRON
COPPER  STEEL
G^LYANIZED and

ASPHALT COATED
CATTLE  PASSES
PIPE  ARCH
STRUCTURAL  PLATE

PIPE
HOODED  INLETS
FLOOD  GATES

Muscatine Metal  Culvert

MUSC^TINE

Sampson  Street
Phone AM  3-8474

keep  y®vr  land

s®  you  won'I  be  P®®r!

Every wide-awake farmer  knows the  im-

portance of soil conservation. The wrong

kind  of  farming  has  cost America  much

valuable land. When you need a  loan to

help  in  the  most  effective  cultivation  of

`/our  land, call  at this  bank.

IOWA  SOIL  AND  WATER

BATTLE   CREEK,

IOWA ` _

_i



IDA   COUIVTY   FARINERS   RAUTUAL

INSURANCH   ASSOCIATION

FIRE  .  .  .  LIGHTNING  .  .  .  WIND

ALL  PROPERTY  ®  .  .  LIVESTOCK

ORGANIZED   IN   1887

Greater Prolection  .  ®  .  Better Service  .  .  .  Lowest  Cost

C.  H.  DALL,  Secretary-Treasurer

F.  8.  DRIVER,  Assistant  Secretary-Treasurer

Office  Baxter  Hotel  Building

PHONE  253 IDA  GROVE,  IOWA

Pc,ge  22

ESSAY
BETTER  LIVING  THROUGH
CONSERVATION

The  Place  of  Wildlife  in
Conservation  and  Be±±er  Living

By  Pamela  Ann Keil
Lako±a,  Iowa

Conserva±ion  Pledge

I  give  my pledge  as an Ameri-
can  ±o  salve  and  faithfully  lo  de-
fend  from  was±e  the  na±ural  re-
sources  of   my  country-its  soil
and  minerals,  its  fores±s,  waters,
and  wildlife.

"Everyo.y`^e   talks   abou  t   the
weather,   and  nobody   does   any-
thing  about it," Mark Twain once
said.  This  could  be  true  of  con-
servation  not  too  long  ago.  Peo-
ple   talked  about  the.   waste    of
forests,  minerals,  soil,  water,  and
wildlife,   but   went   blithely   on,
using them without any  thoughts
of  replacement,  or  saving  them.
Howe.ver,  within  the  last  decade,
big  steps  have  been  taken  to  do
something  about  this  thoughtless
waste.

Three  hundred  years  ago  this
country  was  a  great  wilderness.
Birds,  mammals,   and   fish  were
plentiful.    Buffalo   roamed   the
plains   and    formed     big-game
herds.  There  were  appro.ximately
sixty million  of them,  now  there
are  only  a  few  small  herds.  The
National   Geographic   society   re-
ported  that  seventy-three  mam-
mals  have  become  extinct  since
1800.   At   least   one  hundred   six

IowA  SolL  AND  WATEr



differe.nt  mammals  have  become
extinct  in  the  last  two  thousand
years.

Maybe  you  have  heard  of  the
passenger  pigeon.   It   is  now  ex-
tinct.    Their    flights     sometimes
clouded   the   sky.    They     nested
in   great  trees,   sometimes   there
were   fifty   nests   in   one    tree.
They are gone because of the dis-
appearance  of  the  great  unbrok-
en   forests`   If   reforestation   had
come   earlie.r,   perhaps   this   bird
:would  be  here  today.

The Whooping Crane,  too,  is al-
most extinct.  There are only thir-
;ty-odd  remaining.   These   beauti-;£ul  white  birds  live  in  wooded-
;marsh  areas.

Farm borders  seeded in  grasses
and   legumes   provide  an  undis-
:turbed   nesting    cover   for   ring-
!necked    pheasants,    and     other
I ground  birds.

Men   have   discovered      that
iwindbreaks    provide    food     and
cover  for  many  kinds  of  wildlife.
They  are  the    favorite     nesting'place  of  the  mourning  dove.  The

windbreaks   are    usually    place'd
on  the  north  and  west  sides  of  a
farmstead.

Hedges  can  be  extremely  ben-
e.ficialu  in     conserving     wildlife.
Hedges  provide  travel  lanes  for
many kinds of wildlife, homes for
birds,  and small mammals.  Hedg-
es  made  of  multiflora  rose   are
outstanding   for   use    in     fence
rows.  Osage  orange  hedges  .were
the  solution  in  many  places.   If
multiflora  rose  cannot  be  grown,

|oT#sng::Lu££D°WfTaE8£32 Page  23
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STRIP  CROPPING

In some instances s±rip cropping can be effective erosion control. Here
i± is on the Brueck farm, Garfield Township.

•ESSAY
BE:TTE:H  LIVING  TE'IROUGH
CONSERVATION

How  Conservation  Affects
My Future

By  Edwin  Hoffman
M±.  Ayr,  Iowa

For  years  it  was  thought  that
the  soil  was  inhaustible  but  we
have   now   found   out   that   the
soil  needs  more.  building.     Few
virgin   soils   remain.   Our   soil   is
our  heritage  to  be  passed  on  to
the  next  generation  better  than
when   it   came   to   us.   America's
future depends on the progress of
the  soil  and  that  progress  is   in
our trust.  More than I ifty  million
acres  of  once  fertile  soil  can  no
longer  be  used  for  production  of
cultivated    crops.   Another   fifty
million  acres  have  lost  fifty  per
cent  of  their  good  top  soil.  Iowa
has   one-fourth   of   the   grade  A
land   in   the  United   States,   but
seventy-six  per  cent  of  this  land
needs  conservation  'practiees.

We  are  going  to  have  to  start
thinking   about   something   other
than  trying  to  beat  the  Russians
to  the  moon  with  a  rocket.  We
are trying to  get inore  people in-
ter.ested  .i.n  rockets  and  satellites
than  we  can  spare.  There  is  just
as  much  n`ee'd  for  people  to  take
an interest  in protecting  our  soil.
We  are  going  to  need  more  food
before   we   can   accomplish   any-
thing  and  t.he  only  way  to   pro-
duce  more  food  is  through  con-
servation.

Our population is increasing on
the average o£ five people  a min-
ute,  seven thousand two hundred
each  day  which  means  we  wil.1
have`  about  two  hundred 'million
people  in  the  United   States   by
nineteen    seventy-five..   We    are
going to  need  better soil,  for  bu£
16.WA  SoiL  AND  WATER

growing   population   is   going   to
need  a  lot  more  food  in  a  few
years  than  we  can  supply  now.
We have an average of nine acres
of  land  per person  in  the  United
States,  but  we  are  having  a  de-
crease  in  land  per  person  every
day    because    of    our    rapidly
growing  population.

Control  of  erosion   is   a  major
problem  .in  our  nation's  worries.
The   Mississippi    alone     empties
abou.t  seven  hundred  and  thirty
millicm  tons  of  soil  into  the  Gulf
of Mexico in one year, an iamount
equal  to  enough  soil  to  fill  wag-
ons   which   would   reach   around
the  earth  twenty-three times.  We
are going to need more. grass, wa-
terways,   terraces   and   do   more
contour   plowing   an d   planting.
We are  also  going to have to  use
crop  rotation  to  keep  from  insing
all  of   one  nutrient   in  the  soil.
It  take.s  mo.re  than  one's  lifetime
to build up one inch of soil .which
can be easily washed away in one
little  rain.

We  are  going  to  have  a  better
living  through  conservation w.hen
we produce more and be'tter corn
for  our  pigs  and  cattle,  for  with
the   population   problem    men-
tioned   before  we   are   going   to
need  more  mea.t.  Hogs  are  going
to market in less time today than`
previously  but we  are  still  going
to  have  to  send  them  faster  be-
fore  long.  We  are  going  to  need
more feed for dairy cows. for bet-
ter  production  of  milk  that  we
are  going  to  need  in  the  future.
In all we  are  going to need more
food  for  people,  animals  and  all
plant  life.

Since   our   land   was    put     to
plow,   we   have   lost   about   half
of  our  good  top  so.il.  The  reason
for this is man has  destroyed na-
ture's   protective    covering      by
plowing   the   land    and     cutting
down forests  exposing  the  soil  to
the full forces of water and wind.

Grassed   Wa+erways

Grassed waterway on the Har±lery farm, nor±heas± of Ida Grove. There
is no ditch to turn around for here.

For  a  hundred  acre  corn  yield
you  need  approximately  eighty-
six  pounds  of nitrogen, thirty-five
pounds of phosphorous and twen-
ty-two   pounds   of   potassium.
While   we   are   using   the rabove
amount  nee.ded  in  nitrogen  and
potassium  we   are   not    using
e.nough  phosphorous  to  make  up
for  what  it  takes  out  of  the  soil.
When  an  animal  eats  a  plant  it
eats    nutrients   that   have   been
taken from  the  soil  by  the plant,
but  about  one-fourth  of  the  nu-
trie'nts  stay  in  the  animal  which
means   the    other     three-fourths
goes  into  manure.  So  if  a  farmer
spreads manure he will be  giving
the  soil  back  most  of  its  nutri-
ents.   I   quote   from    the  `  B,ible:"The   Lord   hath   created   medi-
cines  out  of  the  earth."  Feeding
antibiotics   to   an   animal   is   the
same as applying commercial fer-
tilizer to  soil.  This is  a dangerous
as  well  as  an  artificial  practice.

Another   type   of   conservation
is  the  conservation  of  wild  life.
We  should  try  to  conserve  a  lot
of   insect   eating'  birds   for   they
will  hdp   to  keep   insects   from
eating  our  crops,  eventually  de-
stroying them.  If we  keep insects
from  getting  to  our  crops  I  feel
we  will  see the  difference  in  our
crops  in  just  one  or  two  years.

A   better   living   through   con-
servation   will   result   in   better
fami value, average value Of land
per acre, size of farm,  crop yields
per  acre   and  better  high  school
and   college   educations.   We   are
going to have more money in our
pockets   and.be   able    to     enjoy
some  of  the  finer  things  of  life.
If we  do  not  take  a  step forward
toward conservation we are going
to be.living in  a land  Of poverty.

Conservation  is  a  good  way  o£
§~aying  a proper using and  saving
of the soil means a more prosper-
ous  way  Of  living.

My  future  dep.ends  oh  Conser-
vation because I have  an interest

in  farming  and  might  take  that
up as my life w.ork.  Conserv.ation
will  .be   the   difference   in   how
good or hovi bad  a farmer I will
be.   The  facts   menticmed   before
about  the  conservation  program
will make me  set  a  goal  for my-
self  in  agriculture.

0

We,  the  Ida
C,o,unty   Soil
Conservation

District
Commissio,hers

wish   to
Thank  The

Businessmen

in    our

Community
for  sponsoring

this   issue
of   Iowa   Soil
And  Water.

Y6ur    help    wa;

greatly
appreciated.

The
Com.mission.eps
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Terraces for Soil qnd

Terraces under cons±rucfion on the E. H. Clausen I arm, Griggs  Town-
ship.

Terraces  pro±ecfing  a  long  slope  on  the  Henry  Brueck  farm,  Maple
Township.

The finished terrace on the I:.  H.  Clausen  farm,  Griggs Township.

The water  in  these  terraces caused no  floods  on I aLrms  down  stream.

TERRACES
By Charles P.  Bodhold±

Conservation Aid

PRODUCTION  CREDIT  ASSOCIATION
IDA GROVE,  IOWA -  Phone 542

For   General   Farm   Operation,  .Livestock   and   Feeder   Loans,
Machinery  Loans,  ITL  Loans,  with   up  to  5  years  maturity  for
capital  investments.

Credit  Life  Insurance  Available

`Slolrm Lake Produclioh Credit Ass`h
Home Office, STORM  LAKE,  IOWA
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Constructing level or basin ter-
races  to  detain   or   control    the
flow of water and check soil ero-
sion  on  sloping  land.   Level  ter-
races   generally   are   constructed
on  sloping cropland  areas  and  on
slo.pes  of  20  per  cent  or  less.  Ba-
sin    terraces    are   installed     on
slopes  generally   in  excess  o£  20
per cent,  and below areaLs devoted
to   permanent   vegetation.   Level
terraces -will have a channel cross
section which will hold two inch-
es  of  runoff.

Terrace  outlets  will  be  left  in
sod to prevent eroding by runoff
of  water,  or  the  ends    will    be
closed  to  hold  the  two-inch  run-
off.   The  ends   of  basin  terraces
will be built in the same way.

IOWA  SOIL  AND  WATER



Terraces on the Louis Smi±h farm, Maple Township. This water would
have been lost for carps i£ the terrace had not been here.

Establishment     of    permanent     far   as  possible,   to  come   in  the
vegetation cover on  all basin ter-     terrace  channel.  Don't  plow  the
races  is  required  in  order  to  be     terrace  ridge  too  high`.I  The  back
eligible for cost sharing.  The Con-      slope  will  become.  too  steeo  ancl

;S:rn:ocftf:tor:afi::a£:¥r;Ese££esistnetr;r:c:e:p::    ::::.Ce the formability of the ter.
Proper  outlet  must  be  provided.
Natural  or  constr.ucted  vegetated,
or  properly  designed  permanent
waterways   will   be  .installed  be-
fore  the  diversion  terrace  is  con-
structed.

What  Terraces  Will  Do  For  You
In  Ida  County  the  term  "ter-

race"  has  become  identified  with
a  gently  sloping  hillside  channel,
or leve'l ridge  constructed  around
the hill,  on the  level,  for  control-
ling  the  runoff  of  surface  water,
and  over  which  farm  machinery
may   be   operated.   This   is   what
a good  terrace  system  can  do  for
you:
I.  Reduce   soil  loss:s   by   95   per

cent,   compared   with   up   and
down  hill  farming.

2.  Reduce water losses. Level ter-
races  keeps  almost  all  the  wa-
ter  in   the  field.  Graded  ter-
r-aces  to .a lesser extent,  reduce
Vat.er  losses.

3.  Provide   permanent   "guide
line.s"  for contour farming.

4. FoerrFoft :ro5:e:£ers]og:£3o::Lo£,

5.  Increase   crop   production   .ahd
total  farm  income.        .       ,

Maintain  Terrace  With
Your Plow

Farming  operations  and  siltin9`
in  the   ten.race   channel   will   re-
duce  the`  effective  heights  of  the
ridge.  With  the  channel  capacity
thus   reduced,   heavy   ra.ins   fie-
quently   cause   overtopping   and
breaks  in  the terrace  ridge.

Terraces  can be maintained by
plowing. Lay the opening or back
furrows  on  top  of   the    terrace
ridge. Allow  the open furrow,  so
ld'WA  SOIL  AND  WATER

A  ±erraLce  tha± works on  the Henry  Brueck  farm, Garfueld Township.
This  terrace cori±rols erosion  and  helps  ±o  preven.I floods.

Save  the  thin  layer  of  soil 'in

which  your  living `is  rooted

Page 27



AUDUBON   DISTRICT  HOLDS
ANNUAL  MEETING

Recently  your  editor  had  the
privflege of  attending  the  Audu-
bon   Soil   Conservation   District's
annual  meeting4in  Hamlin,  Iowa.

A  wonderful  me.al  (of  which  I
ate  too  heartily),  was  served  by
the  wives  of  the  Soil  Conserva-
tion  Personnel.

After  the   in.eal   a   demonstra-
tion on the value of Conservation
Practices to prevent Soil and Wa-
tor loss, was pres.ented by a mem-
ber of the Audubon 4-H club.

Harvey  Sorensen,  chairman  of
the   commissioners    then     enter-
tained  the  group,  showing  slides
taken on some of his trips around
the  Uni.ted   States.   We  also   en-
joyed the narration given by Har-
vey as he showed the slides.

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Dick  Prestemon
and  Mr.  and Mrs. Bill Greiner  of
the  State  Committee also  attend-
ed ,and  enjoyed the evening very
much,  I'm  sure,   as  your   editor
certainly  did.

SAC  DISTFLICT  NE:WS
By. FLalph I:. Dewey

Work  Unit  Conserva±ionis±
This  time  of the year is a time

for reflection  on  .the  good  things
of life that happen  to  us  all.  We
take   one   special   day   to   praise
God for his  a.bundant gifts, while
the remainder of the year we are
very   likely   to  .be   taking  credit
ourselves for this prosperity."I  raised  110  bushels  of  com
per  acre  this- year."  "Our  brand

of  fertilizer  boosted   crop  yields
by  25%-"  ``Z-brand  of  mineral
put  my  hogs  on  the  market  six
weeks earlier."  "Maybe we'd bet-
ter  hire   those    rainlnakers    to
come  back  again  next  year."

It   seems   we   forget   who's   in
.charge about the time we set foot
outside   the    church.     Christian
.Stewardship-soil  stewardship  is
fine  and  noble  to  talk  of,  but let
the  preacher  do  the  talking.

Who, but the man who tills the
land  can  bear  the  responsibility
of  stewardship  of  the  soil?  Who,
but  God,  can  be  a  partner  with
the tiller of the soil?

We   speak   of   stewardship-of
tithing.   Give   one-tenth   Of   our
earning.s  to  the  Lord.  Why  not,
then,   return  one-tenth   of    our"take" from th.e soil to the Lord's
land.

Th.e  farmer.has   only   a  short
term  lease on  the  land he  farms.
He thinks of it in terms Of a  life-
time,  but  in  a  glance  to  the  fu-
ture,  our  lifetime is  a mere flash.

While  we  are  around  for  that
flash,  are are responsible for how
we  handle  this  valuable property
we  have  leased  to  us.   We    can
leave one of two monuments.

We  can   go   the  way  of  early
c;.vilization-exploiting  and  min-
ing  all  the  good  out  of  the  soil.•We  can  leave,  then,  a monument
Of   canyon-size   gullies,   silt-laden
streams  and  barren  hills.

Or we can accept the challenge
o±   responsibility   as   stewards-
take  good  care  of  our  land.  We

may  then  leave  a  monument  of
good,  deep, fertile soils, well pro-
tected from erosion with terraces,
grassland and contouring. We can
leave   the   future   generations   a
perma,nent  agriculture  for  which
they  may  be  giving   thanks  on
some future Thanksgiving Day.

WATE:FLSHE:D  ACTIVITIE:S
By  Frank  Mendell

S±a±e  Conservationist
The  Watershed  Protection  pro-

gram   established   under   Public
Law  .566  has  entered   the    con-
struction phase in Iowa. The Har-
mony  Creek  Watershed  Project,
in the Harrison County Soil Con-
servation  District,  is  no  longer  a
dream   or   something   to  wonder
about.    The   works   of   improve-
ment,  .including  eight  struetures,
are  completed.  Two  of the  struc-
tures  are  on  county  roads.  The
other six are on private land and
some  are  full  or  partially  filled
with water.

The. sponsoring and  contracting
organization consisted of the Har-
rison  County   Soil    C.onservation
District   Commissioners   and   the
Harrison   County   Board   of   Su-
pervisors.  The  assurance  that  the
pond areas and structures will be
properly  maintained  also  became
a  reality.  A  petition  by  the  wa-
tershed  group  to  become  a  sub-
district   of  the  Harrison   County
Soil   Coinservation    District     has
been  filed  and  approved.   Three
trustees, who live within the sub-
district   of  Harmony   Creek  Wa-

tershed,   have. been  appointed  to
a'ss.ist   with    the    administration
o± the maintenance program.  The
C.ounty Board of Supervisors will
maintain    those    structures     or
their road right-of-way.

In Rocky Branch  Creek Water.
shed,  located  in   the    Je££ersor
County   Soil   Conservation    Dis.
trict, .a  contract for the  construe.
tion  of  five  structures  has  beer
completed.   The    remaining ,  six.
teem  st,ructures  are  scheduled  fo]
completion  during  1959  and  1960
The  Jefferson  County  Soil  Con.
servation   District   is    the     loca
sponsoring  agency  and  also   act`
as  the  contracting  organization.

The  Simpson  Creek Watershe.d
with the Fremont County Distric.
Commissioners   a.cting    as     th(
sponsoring   and   contracting   or
ganization,   has    five     structurei
under   contract  and    should     b(
complete  by  July  30,   1959.

Sub-districts  have    also     beer
formed  in the .Rocky Branch ant
Simpson   Creek   Watersheds   fo]
the  purpose  of  maintaining  tht
structures  on  farm  lands.  Struc.
tures  located  on.  the    highway:
will  be  maintaine.d  by  the  High.
way  Department.

In addition to the structures  ir
Harmongiv   Creek,   Rocky  .Brancl
Creek,   aind   Simpson   Creek  Wa.
tersheds,  28  structures have beer
appro.ved  for  construction  in  th(
Crooked  Creek  Watersh.ed  whicl
is  located  ira  Cass.,  Audubon,  ant
Guthrie  County   Soil    Conseiva.
tion Districts.

``,`£-.
It's your greatest  asset.  Buildings can

be  replaced;  so  can  worn-out  machinery.
But  what  can  you  do  with  land  when  its
fertility `has been  destroyed?

Crop rotation, contour cultivation for ero-
sion control, and similar modern methods
of   promoting   farm  prosperity   are   very
important.  This bank  is strongly in favor
of  making`  safe  loans,  giving  advice,  or
doing   anything  that  contributes  to   the
permanent  welfare of our farmer friends.

ARTHUR    TRUST

&

SAVIIVGS     BA.IVH

Arthur, Iowa
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Prevent Floods  With  Upland  Conservation

1954 flood west o£ Ida Grove. This  water will never  grow a  crop.

Highway  175  bridge west o± Ida Grove.  The best soil  in  the.world on
its way ±o the Gulf of Mexico.

BETTER  LIVING  THROUGH
CONSERVATION

Whose  Responsibility  Is
Soil  Conservation?
Darrell  Goodhue
Carlisle,   Iowa

Today  as  we  turn  on  the  radio
or  te'levision  set  we  are   greeted
with  fears  of  atomic  and  hydro-
gen   bombs,   guided   missiles   and
other   disastrous    implements    of
war  which  could  destroy  our  na-
tion.  We  are constantly reminded
that we are faced  with  an  e'nemy
whose  ultimate  goal  is  to  control
the  world,  and  it  is  our  duty  to
defend  our  nation  and   the  free
world. We are constantly remind-
ed  that  we.  are  behind  in  missile
development,   in   the   space   race
and in the educating of our youth
to   become   engineers   and   scien-
tists.   Certainly   these   fears   are
not    without    reason    and     our
meeting  these  deficiencies  is  im-
portant. But we often tend to for-
IOWA  SOIL  AND  WATER

get  that  food  and  fiber  has  time
and time again be.come the decid-
ing  factor  in  wars.   It   is     quite
doubtful   that   we    could      have

Bruco Marcue inspects flood damage on the  Maple River east  of Ba±-
Ile 'Creek.

gained  our.  independence  in  1776,
won  World  War  I  or World  War
11   without   superiority   in   agri-
cultural   production.   Today   it   is
I.easoned  that if we have  another
war  it  will  be.  a  quick  war  and
won't  be  a  long  economic  strug-
91e  in  which  food  and  fiber  play
an important part. With  our pres-
ent   surpluses   some   people,   and
possibly  most  people,  regard  bet-
ter  farming  me.thods  as  a  means
of   eventually   making   our   sur-
plus   greater   and   farm     income
lower.

In the future I believe that our
surplus   production   of   food   and
fiber  will  Play  an  important  parto
in  the  cold  war  in  which  we  are
now  engaged.  The  enemy  we  are
presently   facing   seeks   not   only
to   conquer   the   world     through
military  domination,  but  presents
an   alternative   type   of   economy
to  our  own.  This   fact,     coupled
with  the  fear  of  total  destruction
if  war  was  to  occur,  has  actual-
ly put us into a cold war or a war
of  economies  and  production.  In
the  field  of  agricultural  produc-

tion  our  enemy  is  I ar  inferior  to
us,   both   in   quantity  and   qual-
ity.  When  one-half of the world's
population   goes   to   bed   hungry
every  night,   it  is  reasonable   to
assume   that   our   production   of
food   and   fibe'r   will   become   in-
creasingly  important  to  the  peo-
ple  of  the  free  world.  The  ques-
tion  is,  will  we  be  able  to  meet
this   ever   increasing   and   impor-
tant   demand    I or     agricultural
goods.

Our  capacity  of  production  has
been   increasing  aLt   a  fast`er  rate
than   Our   population.    We   have
made   phe-nomenal    increases   in
the  production  of  basic  crops  due
to  fertilizers   and  better  cultiva-
tion  methods.  Our  ``feed  to meat"
conversion  ratio  has  increased  to
an    almost,   unbelievablel    degree
due   to   antibiotics,   minerals,   vi-
tamins and protein additions. Our
output   per   man   hour   has   ad-
vanced  to  a  once  thought  unob-
tainable level. But with all of this
efficiency  in  production  and  la-
bor.  we  have  achieved,   we   still

-Continued on page 31
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Farm  Ponds  For  Hrosion  Control

Kenneth  Burnel±  and  Fred  Grell  looking  over  the  site  for  an  earth
dam. The slakes in the foreground are a± the far end of the fill shown
in  ±he  accompanying picture.

I:arl Mickelson and son standing on fill of new dam on the '`No View"
farm north of Bal±le Creek,  Iowa.

Earth dam al the Fred Grell farm, in Corwin Townsh.p. A filler system has been installed and water piped
lo the feed yards shown on the let I.

DAMS  AND  FARM  PONDS

By  George  W.  Wil±ers
Conservation Aid

New   frontiers   in   farm   lands
are  gone.  We  must   take  an  in-
ventory  of  the  natural  resources
we  now  possess,   and   take   steps
to  protect  and  improve  them.

If   you   have   a   watershed   on
your  farm  which  discharges  wa-
ten  faster  than  the  waterway  can
handle  it,  you  undoubtedly  have
a  deep,  ugly  ditch.  Some  of these
ditches  if not too  big, can be con-
structed  into  waterways.   Others
will  require  a  mechanical  means
Pc)ge  30

of control.  A dam  is your  answer.
Dams   are   used    as     retention

reservoirs  for  future  use  of  wa-
ter,   and   detention   reseTvoirs   to
protect   land   farther   down   the
watershed   route   in   time  of  ex-
cessive  rainfall.  Dams  go  hand  in
hand   with    bette'r     conservation
practices.  Terraces,  good  rotation,
and  contouring   should   be   prac-
ticed   in    the   watershed     above
dams in order to keep fertile top-
soil  in  place.  Keeping  silt  out  of
the   ponding   area   will   lengthen
the  usefulness  of  the  structure.

Retention  reservoirs  are  usual-
ly    called    livestock    watering

structures.  When  the  dam  is  be-
ing   built  a   livestock     watering
system  is  installed.  It  consists  of
a   riser   (with   crushed   rock)   to
filter  the  water  into  a  waterpipe
leading   through   the   dam   to   a
stock   water   tank   on   the   down
hill side of the fill.  Gravity is the
principle   on   which   the   system
operates.   The   ponding     area
should   be  fenced.  This  will  help
guarantee a  supply of fresh, clean
water,   and   hold   down   disease.'I'he  livestock  watering  structure
is  also  beneficial  in  a  crop  rota-
tion.  It permits  livestock to  graze
land  which  is  often  a  long  way
from  the  buildings  and  water.

Detention  reservoirs  are known
as     ei.`Osiori     control      structures.
These  structures  do not have live-
stock  watering  systems  but  often
are  used  for   watering  purposes..
Erosion  control   structures    are
iised   to   control    and     stabilize
large  gullies.

Ponding areas and  dams  should
be  fenced  to  protect  the  vegeta-
tion  on  the  fill  and  protect  the
vegetation along the water's  edge
from  trampling.  Wild  life  plant-
ings   of    .multiflora    rose,     ever-
greens   and   hardwood  trees   en-
hance  the  beauty  of  the  area  as
well  as  increase  the  valuation  of
your  property.

All farm  dams  and  their  pond-
ing  areas  offer  a  wide  variety  of
recreation.  Fishing  is  one  of  the
most  enjoyed  sports.   Ponds  may
be  stocked  as  soon  as  there  is  an
adequate  supply of water to  sup-
port  fish.   Stocking  can  be   done
by  the  individual   owner  of  the
State    Conservation    Commission
and U.  S.  Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice.   Bass   and   bluegills   are   the
species   of   fish   most   commonly
used.  In  three  years  you  should
have  fish  the most  ardent fisher-
man  will  find  rewarding.

When fall frost begins  to  show,
you often see  the hunter,  with  a
bag  of  decoys  over  his  shoulder,
heading   for    the    nearest   farmi
pond  to  bag  a  brace  of  ducks  or
get  an  odd  goose.

Family  recreation  is  the  most
rewarding.  On  a hot summer day
get   the  family   together  with  a
picnic   lunch,   bathing` suits   anc.
head   for   the   previously    land.
scaped  ponding  area  for  an  out.
in8.
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Picture  shows  newly constructed  dam on  the  Bryce  Vollmar  faLrm.
Farm  ponds   are  becoming  an

increasing  practice  on  conserva-
tion  farms.  With  the  watershed
a.bove   under  control  by  conser-
vation practices and built accord-
ing   to   specifications.,   dams   are
eligible  for  cost  sharing  through
your  A.C.P.   program.   Your   Ida
County    Soil    Conservation   Dis-
trict  will  be  glad  to  supply  any
further   information,    and     give
you  assistance  you  may  need  to
install  a.  dam  on  your farm.

--C.

ESSAY-.
(Continued   from   page   29)

cannot    produce     agricultural
goods    without   the   use   of   soil.
America  has   been  blessed  with
fertile  lands  which   have    been
able to  create the highest level Of
living  in  the  world.  'I'hrough  our
rich  soil  we   have  been  able  to
produce   the  abundance   of  food
and  fiber  so  essential  to  the  es-
tablishment of a high standard of
living and  a  stable  e.conomy.  But
will our soil  be  able  to  meet  the
increased demands placed upon it
brought about by a growing pop-
ulation  and  the  supplying  of  an
ever increasing percentage of the
world's   population?

The   depletion   of   our   nations
soil  could easily  spell  out  loss  to
our Western World in  this day of
an  economic  cold  war.  The  com-
mon  thought   today   is    that
through different programs `of the
federal   government  and  farmer
cooperation   the   soil   erosion
problem  is  well  under  hand.  We
have the attitue that we are con-
serving  our  soil  to  the  best  of
our  ability.   About  two  hundred
years    ago    George   Washington
realized  that  we  were  depleting
our  soils   and   sought  to   corre.ct
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the  situation.  After  a  few  years
he thought he  had found  the  an-
swer  and  assumed  soil  conserva-
tion practices would s6on be used
througtout    the    new     country.

Washington  might  have  thought
the problem was solved, but a lot
of  water  has   gone   under     the
bridge  since  then,  and  most  of  it
has  been silt laden.

Today   we,    like.   Washington,
think   we    have    the     problem
solved,  but  according  to  the  Soil
Conservation  Service enough  soil
is  eroded  from  American  lands,
that  if  it  were  put  on  railroad
cars,  it  would  form  a  train  that
would   encircle    the   Earth   not
once,  but  eighteen  time.s.

The problem  isn't a  result  of a
lack of knowledge about soil con-
servation met.hods, but rather the
attitude  that   we   don't   need   to
conserve our soil  any longer, that
soil  conservation  is   a  worn  out
pbrase  and  not  a  problem  of  to-
day.  In  reply  to  this,. our  rivers
are   still   muddy,    floods     still
threaten  a.:nd  our  dams  still  fill
up with sediment. To believe that
we  have  conquered  the  problem
of  soil  erosion  is  actually  a  fail-
ure  to  meet realities.

As  our  production  of  agricul-
tural  goods  becomes  necessary  to
the welfare of the world we real-
ize  that the conserving of our soil
is  becoming  an  increasingly  im-
partant  responsibility.  It  is  a  re-
sponsibility  we  are  shirking  and
trying  to hide from.  It is  not the
responsibility   of   the    I armer
alone,  the  county  agent  alone  or
any  other  single  group.  The  ne-
cessity   of   continued   high   level

IH

farm  producion  makes   soil  con-
servation  the    responsibility     of
the    businessman,    professional
man,   polit,jcian,  laborer,  as  well
as  the  farmer  and   the    county
agent.  Soil  conservation is a part
of  our   defense,  just   as    guided
missiles   arid   H-bombs   and   de-
serves  the  attention  of  everyone.

0

IN  APPRECIATION

To  all  the  people  of  Ida  Coun-
t}.,   in   behalf   of   your   District
Commissioners  and  the  Soil  Con-
•servation   Service    personnel,    I
want  to  express  our  appreciation
of  your  acceptance  of our  efforts
to feature Ida  County in  the  Soil
and.  Water Magazine.  In this  way
you  again  have  proven  that  the
Soil and Water  of the land is not
ours  to  waste.  Everyone  must be
good  Stewards  of  our  God-given
abundance  or our  prosperity  will
leave   us.   God   does   not   intend
that  we  should.be  neglectful  of
our  natural  resoulrces.   The   way
the  land  goes  so  goes  the  nation.

Conservation   it  not   inhe.rited,
it is something we must work at.

Your  Assistant  Editor
C

With  the  right  ±o  use  goes  the
duly  lo  conserve.
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