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Fayette SWCD Annual Report 

By Wayne Schmitt 
Soil Conservation Technician 

Rick and Renee Matt are part 
of a farm operation north of 
Clermont. They farm ·with 
Rick's parents Arthur and Fran 
Matt. The Matts farm about 
1000 acres of cropland which 
consists of com, beans, mits, hay 
and rotational grazing. They 
have a stock cow herd. They fin­
ish 400 feeder calves, 200 of 
those being custom fed. They 
also finish 7 500 feeder pigs an­
nually. 

The Matts started farming in 
the 1960s. 1bey began using 
minimu1n tillage . at~ that time and 
CQntin • . tQJ()()k for ways to-re-

deal« from whom they bought 
Rawson zone tillage equipment. 
Rick and Art did most of the 
conversion work themselves con­
verting a m 7200 planter to zone 
till, using zone till coulters with 
row cleaners. They have seen 
consistent improvement in 
yields. Soil fertility arid earth­
worm activity has increased dr& 
matically. Rick and his Dad are 
always trying to find a new and 
better way to do things. Their 
planter is set up for liquid 28 and 
starter application along ~ with 
planting. Their herbicide pro­
gram depends upon the year and 
weather c<,>nditions. 

In 1996 they wanted to 
k -was not ·.ncJ.. ... ~J-;_. 

They still use liquid -!8 . ~ 
starter on the planter all in ·one. 
pass. They may use either pre or 
post spraying depending upon the 
year and field conditions. 
· For the first time in 1995 
they experimented with zone till­
ing beans. Planting 30 acres of 
beans, they used an early preplant 
herbicide for weeds before plant­
ing. Rick notes the weed control 
was good in the early stages of 
plant life, but midway through 

.Albert and Rick Matt, who 
'farm noah of Clermont, 
are-piCture~ with Rick's 
son, Damian, beside a 
refurbished 18-inch row 
corn head that has become 
a part of their conserva­
tion program. 

the season they .silw the chemi­
c8Is run out of gas. ·The. yield 
was still satisfactOry. In '1996 
Pley planted 100 acres of • 
using the same chemical program 
as the year before. Unfortunately 
the weed pressure increased about 
midway through the season. 
Their yield still held a satisfac­
tory average due to weed pressure. 
This coming year they plan to try 
something different still search­
ing for new ways and technology. 

'eact! row· unit. This is- ·~e:~6Yi!7~ . .. . . . 
action of three coulterS· -~ resi.:. "'.; - ~etr ~~- : .._r:e;squqer 
due managers . (row -- cleaners) 
working ahead of each row. unit. 

They liked the idea of zone 
tilling so they jumped in lral 
ftrst. Their results soon exceeded 
their expectations. · .They began 
working with a local implement 
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FAYETIE SOIL & WATER 
CONSERVATION District 
Commissioners 
pictured at a recent 
meeting, include, from 
left- Paul Nuss, 
Hawkeye; Matt 
Stewart, Oelwein, 
secretary; Bill Bennett, 
Elgin, chainnan; Rich­
ard Jensen, West 
Onion, vice chairman; 
John Grafenberg, West 
Union. 

Soil conservation is in everyone's hands 
' 

Since the Dust Bowl days, 
America's agricultural producers 
have met our nation's natural re­
source challenges - convincingly. 
They have enhaQced their crop­
land for wildlife habitat and began 
using a number of practices to 
improve water quality. They 
have adopted. tillage methods on 
millions of acres of cropland that 
left residues from the previous 
year's crop on the soil surface to · 
protect the land from soil ero­
sion. In the last ten years alone, 
they have built the most impres­
sive record for natural resource 
care on agricultural land of any 
period in history. 

The 1996 Farm Bill puts 
natural resource care more 

squarely on the shoulder of agri­
cultural producers than previous 
farm bills~ Your lod1l USDA 

Karen Smith, 
assistant commissioner · 

Service Center, conservation dis­
trict, and Extension Service will 
be there to help, as in the past. 
But the primary responsibility to 

.make and carry out decisions to 
care for the land and water rests 
with farmers ·and ranchers. 

We believe that voluntary 

New commissioners sworn in at SWCD 
The Fayette SWCD has one 

new commissioner and two new 
assistant commissioners. John 
Grafenberg signed his oath of of-· 
fice for a four year term Jan. 2, 
1997. John and his wife Jan live 
north of West Union and have a 
dairy farm. They have also re­
cently started a bed and breakfast 
business in West Union. 

Duties of a commissioner in­
clude directing programs of the. 

Jodi Jeanes 
Asst. commissioner & · 

Fay. Co:-Recycling 
Coordinator 

district, approving cost share, ap­
proving conservation plans, edu­
catiqnal programs, plus many 
other activities and programs. 

We are also happy to welcome 
two new assistant commission-

. ers; Jodie . Jeanes of Westgate and 
Karen Smith of Arlington. As­
sistant commissioners help with 
all district activities and are ap­
~ointe? ~~ch year by a 

1
v.ote of the · 

commtss~oners. 

Carl Nus 
Retired commissioner 

conservation, with incentives, is 
the best approach to widespread 
use of conservation measures by . 
farmers in this country. The 
1996 Farm Bill 'offers us the op­
portunity to prove that. We've 
shown over the years that we are 
the responsible stewards of the 
land and water. We need to keep 
demonstrating that those of us 

closest to the land, those of us 
who farm it, have the greatest 
stake in caring for it. 

When this farm · bill expires, 
we'd like to look back with satis­
faction that we sustained the 
gains made in natural resource 
care over the years, and, better 
yet, improved on that record. It's 
in our hands. 

FARM 
PR'O' ~-R·· ~ ·1M. . - - · ·s - - . :·· -,, -(j~ - fl. -. _, ... 

We'll teach you everything 
you need to know. 

BRINGING COMPUTER 
INFORMATION TO OUR FARMERS. 

Local Internet access- in Oelwein, 
Strawberry Point, ·Fayette, Elkader; West Union, 

.Cedar Rapids, Independence & Waterloo. 

~ 
' ~ ~) J ~· ~ Jj~~~ 

q>-biJg a BYTE ou\ 0 

TRX Inc. 
1343 Park Road 

Oelwein, Iowa 50662 
319-283-1074 ' 

Fax 319-283-1895 
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Soil Conservation_ Se ___ rvice changes~ to 
Natural Resources Conservation . Service '-., . . . 

By Pat Hunziker ' . 
When settlers first arrived -in , ers · and persuade them to stop tectirtg not only the soli, but wa-

what was to be ~own as the wasting land and water ·resources; ter, air, plants, and animals; and 
United States, the land was fertile to provide on-site assistance and devising new techniques for pre-: 
and plentiful. America had such ' urge farmers to adopt practices dieting soil erosion and water 
vast amounts of rich soil 'that that would significantly reduce pollution. 
mistreatment would not pose a erosion. The name change occurred in 
problem until nearly a century The priorities for the SCS. in 1994, and recognized the fact that 
later. the early 90s were conservatiOn · the Natural Resources Conserva-

As the fertility of the land plan compliance, CRP tion Service has always been ·a 
diminished, early settlers chose to (Conservation Reserve Program), natural resources conservation 
move inland; these migrations · wetlands, and water quality. service. The name. Cfhange in no 
caused wind and water erosion by The SCS mission included: ways diminishes -the importance 
clearing of the land; flooding also soil and water conservation, natu- of the nation's soil resources. 
became a major problem. Land ral resource ~urveys, and resource The NRCS stresses a total re-
was left to be blown away and protection and management. source management plan to land-
later washed away. That mission continues today. owners that considers all the re-

The disappearance of fertile sources on land they own. The 
land was gradual, with the Great Iowa's total land comprises goal of the NRCS is to provide 
Depression and the subseq~nt 35.4 m_illion acres: cropland, information and assistance to 
drought of t~e 1930s causing 81 %; pastureland, 12%; forest help -landowners make educated 
alarm as farmers watched their Tand, 5%; and other land uses, decisions regarding management 
land being blown away. The 2%. Almost half of Iowa's 26 of natural resources and at the 
Dust Bowl Days emerged as one million acres of cropland are con- same time, to maintain a high 
of the nation 's most devastating side red to be highly erodible land, level of agricultural productivity. 
ecological disasters, caused by the with about 240 million toris of In addition, the NRCS are advo-
destruction of native grasses on soil eroding each year. cates of land stewardship and will 
the plains. - Conservation practices are be- provide the most up,;-to-date tech..: 

As the-soil was blowing out irig implemented in Iowa at a re- nological assistance available and 
of the plains, the Soil Erosion cord pace. Contouring, grassed will support voluntary solutions 
Service was established in 1933 waterways, and terraces are show- to natural resource problems. 
as an emergency agency. Stan- ing marked increases; in addition, To provide the most current 
dard erosion control measures no-till is becoming increasingly information possible, the NRCS 
were useless; each farm was dif- popular as farmers learn that no- works closely with other gov-
ferent and a plan was needed that till results in less soil compac- ernment agencies, with state and 
was tailored to fit the require- tion and an increase in energy county agencies, and with iri.dus-
ments of each farm. savings. · trial, agricultural, natural re-

In 1935, the Soil Conserva- So why the name change? source, and professional organiza-
tion Service (SCS) was conceived The name "Soil Conservation tions. 
by Congress as a successor to the Service" implies "soil" conserva- The NR(:S has a substantial · 
Soil Erosion Service, and as a tion; when in fact, the SCS en- amount of printed material; book-
permanent agency of the United compasses so much more. All lets, pamphlets, and fa~t sh.eets t9 
States Department of'Agriculture. natural resources are considered answer· many conservatio~ ques-

The first soil conservation by the NRCS, as they are all tions. Audio visual materials . ~ 
districts were formed in 1937 and linked: soil erosion may result in also ·available for public and 
shared informatio~ with a variety poor ~ater quality. A properly school use on a vast arr~y of sub-
of sources, in~luding the Forest maintained grassed waterway may jects; slide presentatiOn~ ~ , 
Service, Farmer's Home Admini:.. provide habitat for a variety of video tapes. For a co_mplete hst-
stration, and others. · Their pur- wildlife. ing of resource matenals, contact 
pose was to carry out conserva- Conservation challenges are your local NRCS office. 
tion p'rograms authorized by many: maintaining a limited The NRCS is for everyone,_ to 
Congress. supply of agricultural land; meet- produce a healthy land for _all m-

In the late 60s, the goal of the ing . the agricultural needs of habitants, both now and m the 
SCS was 'to work with lando~n- many people; conserving and pro- future. 
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Conservation accomplishments 
1996 fiscal year 

Practice 
Conservation District Cooperators 
Individuals and Groups Assis ted 
Followup on HEL Plans 

Number 
Acres (ac) 
Feet (ft) 

Individuals and Groups Applying Practices 

13 
664 
469 
164 

. Resource Management System Planned 
Tracts/No Highly Erodible Land 53 

3,832 ac . 

Tracts with a· Completed Conservation 
Compliance Plan 283 12,788 ac. 

570 ac. 
1.,689 ac. 

23 ac .. 
600 ac. 

19,199 ft. 

Conservation Tillage 
Contour Farming 
Grassed Waterway 
Contour Stripcropping 
Terraces 
Current Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) 1-13 Sign-Up 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Exte'l.ded 
Conservation Reserve Program 
· (CRP) Expired 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Early Released 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP)Continuous Practices 

433 14,830.7 ac. 

182 6,695.1 ac. 

97 3,139.5 ac. 

90 2,435.8 ac. 

4 10.2 ac. 

LESLIE . R. LAUER 
Excavating & Grading 

_ Custom Farm Work • Bulldozing • Tiling 
· Terracing • Scraper Work • Farm Ponds 

·Waterways • Lime Spreading 
Excavating Basements • Rock & Dirt Hauling 

Call 319·422•5430 
Eldorado • West Union 

. There•s a Dixon® ·ZTR® 
Riding Mower thafs 

· perfect for your 
lawn ... and budget! 

From big yards to small, 
there's a Dixon ZTR that will 
cut ypur mowing time in half! 

Choose from ten different 
models, from the 30" cut that 

will fit through the backyard 
gate to the 60" cur for those 

really big yards. Mulching and 
bagging options, too! 

' Come in for a test ride and ·see 
why the Dixon ZTR is the 

hottest selling mower today! 

Take a Turn · 
for the Better. 

·IDIXDrJI 
~Riding Mowers 

®Dixon and ZTR are registered 
trademarks of Dixon Industries, Inc. 

Pape Implement & Appliance 
118 Main, Hawkeye, Iowa 

(319) 427-3246 
__./ 



NRCS FIELD OFFICE 
EMPLOYEES 
pictured at the counter 
of the new office just 
south of West Union, 
include, from left­
Lavonne Koch, federal 
technician; Alan Crowe, · 
state technician; Julie 
McCready, part-time 
employee; Wayne 
Schmitt, federal techni­
cian; Lori Kohlmeyer, 
state secretary; Jerry 
Muff, district conserva- · 
tionist. 

Continuous CRP - one great deal with ntany benefits * Filter Strips. Grass qr tree 
cover strips 66 ft. to 99 ft. wide 
along rivers, streams, ponds or 
sfnkholes. 10-15 year contract, 

By Jerry Muff 
The Conservation Reserve 

Program has recently been 
changed quite substantially. For 
sme, it has branched into two 
separate programs. The CRP 
most ·people are familiar with. is 
the general CRF in which land­
owners submit bids for fielos or 
partial fields which meet' criteria 
designed to enroll environmen­
tally sensitive area~. This is 
similar to past sign-ups. Land­
owners may have to bid less than 
the bid cap (the maximum rental 

, . a 

rate based on the productivity of 
· the soil types) to get their land 

enrolled in the CRP. · ' However 
the continuous CRP aims to en­
roll only eligible practices in 
cropland and in areas where the 
practices are considered eligible 
by NRCS. 

The · range of CRP rental 
payments for Fayette County is 
$63 to $167 per acre depending 
on the productivity of the soils. 
lvlost of our alluvial soils along 
streams and rivers are very pro­
ductive and therefore have rela-

tively high CRP rental payments 
associated. Filter strips or ripar­
ian areas are one of the key prac- · 
tices that landowners should con­
sider for water quality improve­
ment, fantastic wildlife cover, 
possibly bank stabilization and 
also for a very respectable finan­
cial return for the acres enrolled. 
For example, soil type 158 Dor­
chester silt loam is a common 
soil type along drainageways, has 
a bid cap of $155 per acre. If en­
rolled in the CRP as filterstrip, 
the owner would expect to receive 

the Top 10 Reasons you should 
bank at Maynard Savings Bank! 

10. Friendly employees with plenty of experience 
9. Full service banking, beginning at 7:30a.m. Monday through 

Friday at both locations (Maynard & Hazleton) 
8. All types of loans, including instaliment, personal, real estate, 

commerical and agriculture 
7. Several types of savings accounts, including CD' s, Hi-Fi 

accounts, NOW accounts, Super NOW, Christmas Club and 
Passbook savings accounts · 

6. Affordable checking accounts 
5. Credit cards 
4. Shazam debit cards 
3. Comm~nity involvement 
2. Retirement accounts 
1. Assurance you are banking at a very solid bank 

an additional 20% or $186 per 
acre for 10 to 15 years. Not a 
bad deal! 

Once determined eligible by 
FSA and NRCS, the owner will 
automatically be enrolled into the 
CRP. As in the example above, 
the participant will receive the 
bid cap amount plus for some 
practices there is an annual bonus 
added to the rental payment. 
There is NO competitive bidding 
procedure for the continuous 
CRP. The: practices eligibie for 
the continuous CRP are: 

- plus an annual 20% bonus pay-
- ment. 

* Field Windbreak. 1 or 2 
rows of trees or shrubs estab­
lished around a field. This is a 
10-15 year contract, plus an an­
nual 20% bonus payment. 

* Farmstead Windbreaks. 
Multiple rows of trees/shrubs 

. around a farmstead or feedlot. 
This is a 10-15 year contract. 

CRP Cont. to pg. 5 

~Hazleton Branch: Mardene Babe, 
Margaret Baldwin and Jon King~ 

01)6 : Maynard Saving~ 
~ fPij Maynard & Hazleton · 

Bank 
~ -­LENDER 
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New grassland conservatio{list 
Paae 5 Soil ConseJVation annual report Feb. 13. 1997 

James Ranum has been re­
cently hired as a Grassla~d Con­
servationist to assist All3t:nak:ee, 
Clayton, Fayette, Winneshiek, 
Dubuque and Jackson counties. 
NRCS State Conservationist, 
LeRoy Brown, has made a com­
mitment to increase the emphasis 
on pastureland. · He created three 
positions in Iowa for grassland 
conservationists to assist local 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis­
tricts develop programs to assist 
landowners increase the use and 
productivity of grassland. 

Ranum will assist landowners 

CRP 
cont. from page 4 

*Grassed Waterways. Estab­
lished grassed waterway where 
needed. CRP waterways must 
meet NRCS specifications which 
means that construction may be 
required. Cost share would be 
available at 50% level if project 
is approved. This is a 10 year 
contract. 

*Shallow Water for Wildlife. 
A shallow water structure to Pe 
constructed which has 50% of the 
pond 3.5 ft. of depth or less. · 
This is a 10 year contract. 

* Living .Snow Fences. 
Rows of trees/shrubs along roads, 
lanes, etc. designed to drop snow. 

Contact the NRCS or FSA 
office at the USDA building in 
West Union for assistance with 
this program. 

develep pasture plans 1or fencing, 
watering systems, forage seed- · 
lings and existing forage stand 
improvement. · 

- The current farm bill requires 
' that the livestock industry be tar­

geted for cost share funding. Un­
der the new Environmental Qual­
ity Incentives Program, EQIP, 
which replaces the old ACP pro­
gram, producers will be given 
funding to increase the productiv­
ity and profitability of existing 
grasslands. 

Any interested producer can 
contact the District office at 568-
2246 to set up an appointment to 
develop a plan for grassland im­
provement, cost estimates and 
cost share assistance. Pictured are 1996 Fayette County Izaak Walton Windbreak Award winners, David & Mary 

Keppler of l.:amont. -

~onservation compliance and wetland 
conservation provision still in place 

NRCS District Conservationist 
Jerry Muff reminds producers that 
conser:vation compliance plans 
and wetland provisions are still in 
effect. Publicity regarding the 
1996 farm bill stresses flexibility 
for producers. Muff feels that it 
would b~ easy to misinterpret 
"flexibility" to mean conservation 
compliance is no longer in effect. 
It is true that the farm program 
offers more flexibility in terms of 
meeting FSA (formerly ASCS) 
cropping requirements. However, 
-it has NOT changed the" fact that 

on HEL fields, the compliance 
plan must be followed (and crop­
ping sequence as noted) or an 
equivalent conservation system 
applied to each field to be eligible 
to receive farm program benefits . 
Therefore producers need to be 
aware of required residue ·levels 
and plan accordingly, especially if 
crop residues are removed. 
Waterways , headlands and other 
practices called for in compliance 
plans also need to be installed and 
maintained as planl)ed. 

We are also ·nnding a "signifi-

cant number of producers install­
ing tile or land shaping in or 
around possible wetlands. Con­
verting wetlands cannot only 
make a producer ineligible for 
farm program benefits, but can be 
in violation of the Clean Water/ 
Air Act sec.· 404. 

Producers are urged to contact 
the FSA (formerly ASCS) or the 
NRCS (formerly SCS) office at 
the USDA building south of \vest 
Union BEFORE completing 
drainage projects. While the defi­
nition of a we·tland·· has not 

changed, .the rules have been 
modified recently which provides 
alternatives to land users in deal­
ing with wetlands . 

We are not trying to alarm pro­
ducers but simply encourage pro­
ducers whenever unsu.re of the 
compliance or wetland rules and 
regulations to contact the NRCS 
(formerly SCS) 1-319-422-3868 
at the· USDA office in cooperation 
with the Fayette SWCD (Soil and 
Water Conservation District). 

FOR ALL YOUR CROP .INPUT NEEDS 
' ~ . . 

Custom Applica-tors of Dry- Liquid- Chemicals ·· --NH3 

-Our new Crab­
Steer-Ro-Gator 

helps with 
late-season 
applications· 

FOUR LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU! 

Oelwein - 319-283-4383 
Aurora - 3·19-634-3364 
Fayette - 800-728-91 02 
Masonville- 800-397-2747 

LYLE BUSHKOFSKY 
Faye~te- 319-425-3378 

Home - 319-578-5007 
Mobile - 319-920-2154 

/ 
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WagnerS are CoUnty, Regional, State 
Outstanding Conservation award winners 

Kenneth and Doris Wagner, rural Cas~alia, are the winners of the Fayette County, 
Northeast Iowa regional and statewide outstanding conseJVation award -
owner/operator division. They are shown receiving their state' award ·in Des Moines, 
at the IASWCDC Annual Conference. 

Wagners receive ··outstandin.g 
conservation. award 

Kenneth and Doris Wagner · . grassed field borders; and water 
farm north of Clermont and have and sediment control basins. 
been exemplary in their steward- . They received &n award at last 
ship of the land. falls ·. regional IASWCDC meet-

Conservation practices in- ing in Epworth, and will receive 
elude: contour strip crop; conser- the Fayette County award at our 
vation tillage; grasses and hay in districts recognition banquet in 
rotation; grassed waterways; February. 

Contour strips of corn-oats and hay on Kenneth Wagner 
farm . 

. Notice: The Fayette County Soil . 
Conservation District prohibits dis­
crimination in it's programs on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, 

religion, sex, age, disability, politi­
cal beliefs and family or marital 
status. 

You know the importance ofpracticini conservation on your farm, & what it 
takes to ensure that rich, crop-producing soil will be there for future generations. 
But, sometimes getting-tJzere reqUires additional resources. 

" 

The ag loan specialiSts at First National Bank of Oelwein are qualified to assist · 
you with your farm financial planning and eager to see your operation grow 
along wit,hyour needs. Why not give one of them a call, today? 

. . 

Jeff Thoms .-- Angie Rea Dave Hagen 
First National Bank Ag Loan SpeciaUsts 

Oelwein 
319-283-2524 

IAe~FOIC 

Westgate 
319-578-3286 

~tQJ§ 

Or an 
319-638-6521 
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Sieck .. is ·Fayet~e_ Gouilty 
1996 Woodland Owner of the Year 

the undesirable trees and release the chosen crop trees. 
By LaVonne Koch 
Soil Conservation Technician 

Don Sieck, Jr., lives at 8681 Hemlock Rd. , 
Fayette, and farms 800 acres with his brother and has 
a hog and beef cow/calf operation. 

In 1994, Don purchased 40 acres of pastured-off 
timber land in Westfield township. These timbers 
had just been harvested and Don recognized the need 
for management if the land was to remain produc­
tive. He contacted Gary Byer, District ·Forester, for 
assistance. Gary was instrumental in setting up a 
stewardship plan to meet Don's objectives of quality 
hardwood timber production, wildlife habitat and rec­
reation. 

That same year, Don participated in a 32-hour 
Iowa Woodland Managemen~ Program at Mason 
City where he received hands-on-training and a 
wealth of technical information. 

The Woodland Management Program is a joint 
effort between Iowa State University and the De­
partment of Natural Resources. The only cost for the 
program, is that the participants are asked to share 
their learned knowledge with the public. Just contact 
Don and he will be very happy to share his knowl­
edge . . 

The most important implementation of Don's 
plan was to fence the cattle out of the timbers, kill 

Notice: 
The district prohibits dis­

·crimination in it's programs on 
the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, age, disabil­
ity, political beliefs, and family 
or marital status. 

Don Sieck, Jr. 
Woodland Owner of the Year 

aew~,, ...,,•~u;a: .. ~t=a•'~'\rts~, 11"-\\a.elU\CI:="=ll 

IL C.ONSERVA710W 

c;v.=T.iiiifi:~~. 
7 33 E. Main St. 
Hawkeye, Jowa 

Member FDIC 
Established 1927 

(31~) 

4:27-3255 

, As the plan progressed, Don involved his family 
to help in hand planting several thousand oak and 
walnut seedlings alol')g with man:y bushels of walnut 
seeds. Weeds will now have to be controlled around 
the young trees for up to five years. 

Most recently, Don, with the help of One Stop 
Forestry at Postville, experimented with several 
broadcast seeding plots. These plots are open areas 
that were tilled and planted with high population of 
walnut, oak, ash and maple ·seeds that were worked 
into the ground. The theory of broadcast seeding is 
to crowd the young trees to development of good 
form and quicker formation of a canopy to reduce 
weed pressure. Replanting stress. is also eliminated. 

Don feels this is another way of farming many 
farmers overlook. He says there is no better time to 
get started on a forestry project. Technical assistance 
is available through knowledgeable staff at Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources and Iowa State University, Exten­
sion Service, and District Forestry. Cost share may 
be available to cover some of the cost. 

Don most likely . will not see the end results of 
his project but feels it i~ very rewarding to be re­
sponsible for the development and quality of a wood­
-land that will benefit future generations. 

We salute t_he 
·co.nservation 
-· __:c~ """ ll"!!'.s 

farmers 
of northeast 

~~,il~h 
. Iowa. · 

·r;:. JAPHY, INC. . 
~ NAPA AUTO PARTS 

414 Montgomery 
Decorah 

(319) 382-3607 

Elkader (319) 245-2133 
Monona (319) 539-4624 

Strawberry Point (319) 933-6474 

112 East Elm 
West Union 

(319) 422-3896 

Call . Szabo Construction for all 
your earth moving projects! 

. Call For Estimates On: 

• Terracing 

• Ponds 

• Waterways 

• All types of earth · moving 

SzAbo CoNSTRUCTioN Co., INc. 
PosTvillE, lA ~19,864,7515 

-, 

·- --~=-.. - - ·-- ..... 6 ~ :--:;: -=-=-==-=-~'="-::~ .. 

( 
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Third year-ofdata from multi 
seasOn ·manure demonstration 

Many livestock . producers 
haul manure several times a year. 
Tom Hayes, a Fayette County 
producer and a three-y'ear coopera­
tor with the Northeast Iowa 

...,Demonstration Project, is no ex­
ception. 

Since he has limited manure 
storage on his farm, he spreads 
manure from his hog confine­
ment operation during the fall and 
spring, and occasionally during 
the winter. Like many ·other pro­
ducers, he's questioned whether 
the manure he spread .in the win­
ter had the same nitr9gen fertil­
izer value for the following crop 
as t.he spring-applied or fall­
applied manure. 

Hayes follows a no-till com­
bean rotation on his farm, with 
manure surface-applied to the 
soybean stubble. He already 
knew he could take at least one 
pound of nitrogen (N) credit for 
each bushel of beans harvested 
per acre, but he wasn't sure of the 
true fertilizer value of manure in 
the various seasonal settings. 

A demonstration comparing 
the time of manure application 
has helped him refine his crop ni­
trogen managemen~ to eliminate 
over-applying commercial nitro­
gen fertilizer to manured fields . 

ber), winter (February) and spring 
just before planting. 

* A check area with no ma­
nure applied was made part of the 
demonstration. -

* Commercial · ammonium 
nitrate fertilizer was applied _to 
treatments at rates of 0, 50, and 
100 pounds of N per acre. 

* Each plot was replicated 
three times. ' 

* The late spring nitrate and 
fall cornstalk nitrate nitrogen 
tests were used to add to· informa­
tion obtained from the plots. 

"the tables clearly show a re­
sponse to manure, regardless of 
the time of application, compared · 
to the check area 'Yith no manure 
or nitrogen fertilizer. Fall­
applied manure performed better 
than winter or spring application, 
but on average the yield differ- . 
ences were not "significant," says 
Hanson. ~ 

"In most years, the time of 
manure application is not the 
most important issue. .When 
spring temperatures are warm. 
organic nitrogen is released 
quickly from manure so the crop 
can use it. However, if spring 
temperatures ar~ cool and wet, 
organic N from winter and spring 
applications of manure may not · 
be fully or completely released in . 
time to be us~d by the crop. The 
cornstalk nitrogen nitrates tables 
also confirm this," she says. · 

The cornstalk nitrate test is 
relatively new, and measures the 
amount of nitrate nitrogen in the . 
corn plant after it matures. Corn 
plants remove N from the lower 
cornstalks and leaves during grai!l 
fill. Corn plants that have more 

The optimal range (700-2,000 
ppm) indicates that N- availability 

·was close to the rate needed by 

the plant, while levels in excess 
of 2,000 ppm indicate that there 

was a high probability that there 
was more than needed. 

Table 1. Swine finishing manure analysis (per 1,000 gallons), average of data for 1994-96. 

SEASON 

Fall 
Winter · 
Spring 

N 
3-YEARAVE. 

48 
56 
52 

P20 5 K20 
3-YEAR AVE. 3-YEAR AVE. 

40 24 
29 21 
45 19 

Table 2. Average com yields, 1994-96, manure and nitrogen treatments. 

MANURE APPLICATION 
TREATMENTS 

ON 
No manure 143 
Fall applied 159 
Winter (snow) 155 
Spring applied 155 

Average 153 

CORN YIELD, BufA · 
NITROGEN TREATMENTS, lb.A. 

50 N 100 N Average 
_163 165 157 
163 168 163 
161 164 160 
158 165 159 

161 166 160 

Table .3. End-of-season cornstalk nitrate nitrogen analysis, 1994-96 

MANURE APPLICATION 
TREATMENTS 

No manure 
Fall applied 
Winter applied (snow) 
Spring applied 

Average N03ppm 

NITROGEN TREATMENTS (lb/ A) 
0 50 100 

----------------- N03 ppm ------------------
686 2,096 3,091 

1,211 4,171 5,882 
160 1,420 3,811 
716 2,508 4,293 
716 2,508 4,293 

AVERAGE 
N03 ppm 

1,957 
3,754 
1,797 
2,506 
2,506 

lfthe source. of Iowa's treasure 
is its fertile soU, 

The demonstration goes back 
to the summer of 1993, when 
Gina Hanson, NEIDP manure 
management specialist, suggested 
to Hayes that he become a coop­
erator in a -demonstration on his 
farm. While the replicated dem­
onstration would focus on his · 
concerns, the results would be of 
interest to other producers in 
northeast Iowa, she explained to 
Hayes. N than needed will have more ni- r---------------, 

the source of its character is the 
people who work it. 

_ The plot design included the 
following: 

* The manure spreader was 
calibrated at 3,000 gallons per 
acre, the manure sampled and sent 
to a lab for analysis after each 
application to confirm nitrogen 
credit value. 

* Manure applications were 
made late fall (typically Novem-

trate in their lower stalks. 
Low stalk nitrate levels (less 

. than 250 parts per million, or 
ppm) indicate that additional ni­
trogen would have been likely to 
increase yields. The marginal 
range (250-700 ppm) indicates a 

. level very close to the minimal 
amount needed by the crop, but 
grain yield may not be reduced. 

All American Homes · 
NEW MODEL 

Open Sundays, 2 - 4 p.m. or by appointment 

1-·800-643-3277 
Located in West Union on the comer of Hwy. 150 S. 

& Cherry St. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, oak Merillat 
cabinets, cathedral ceilings and lots more! 

Deb Merrill, Authorized Dealer 
STOP IN AND SEE WHAT'S NEW! 

Your. home, is you! Custom designed with your type of living in mind. 

HOMESTEAD 
IOWA REALTY 

An AMER US Affiliate 

Deb Merrill, Broker 
Jeff Miller, Lisa Kleiss, . 

Lisa-Wescott ·· 
Sales Associates , m. 

111 S. Vine, West Union 
319/422-3277 

The American 
Dream ••• 

You work hard for many 
years. Then you retire, to en­
joy the things you always 
dreamed of doing: 

The trouble is, most 
dreams aren't free. A tax de­
ferred annuity can help you 
build a substantial nest egg, 

- Q!. maximize and conserve 
the savings you already have. 

Don't miss out on your 
dreams. Ask y9ur ALLIED 
Life agent to help you with a 
personalized pian. 

·Woodard Insurance 
Service Co. 

Woodard Real Estate Co. 
114· S. Vine St., West Union 

319-422-3831 
Annuities are underwritten by 
ALLIED Life Insurance AWED LIFE 

Co., Des Moines, Iowa. §ltltMQ,. 
LC0169 IMU,.nt» 

Through all the years and through all the change agriculture 
has seen, the pride, the values and the work ethic of the Iowa 
farmer have remained true. And just as the words "essential;' 
"productive" and ''vital" are used to describe today's agriculture, 
they also describe the people within it. ... 

Farm Bureau Insurance is proud to serve Iowa's farm families, 
and is dedicated to preserving their way of life-today, and for 
generations to come. 

~belonging makes a difference! 

··= Fe1rm sureau 
FAMILY OF FINANCIAL PLANNJJ).JG SERVICES 

For all your 
insurance needs: 

Phil James (800) 214-3378 
Larry Kelchen (319) 425-3333 

Irma Kime (319) 283~1350 
James Mitc~ell (~19)-425-3333 



51971 Rve. 
Rrlinl)tan 

Evolutionary 
Breakthrough 

Rurara 
&!14·!1750 

The 8920 MAGNUM~ Tractor 
llle 155 PTO horsepower ( 11 fi i<V\~ 8920 
M.A.GI'JiJM tractor. Built tough to thrive in one 
of the we-rid's most de:nand!nd 
environments. Yourfarm. 

• R1tgged 8.3 L. engine INith increased 
torque response to handle yo1,r . 
toughest applications 

• The industry's qt.ietest cab helps you stay 
alert and comfortable all day 

• Durable, full fXJWershift transmission 
provides effortless shifting under 
any conditi~n -- . 

• Advanced PT0ef1gagerr>ent.c;ystem 
gives you smootherstar'sand 

· bettercontrol 

• 23% more hydraulic flow at tile remotes 
for more responsive implement control 

• Demonstrated reliat:ility, les.5 do.,•ntime. 
greater productivity and outstanding 
resale values 

You can count on us for high quality 
_farmi~Q. systems, genuine Case IH 
parts, superior service and 
flexible financing . 

Stop in today for more· information! 

Falb lmpleme_nt 
Elgin, Ph. 426-5576 

KEYS AUTO 
SALVAGE 

1440 s. Frederick, Oelwein 

Used & rebuilt motors & 
transmissions, body parts, doors, 

fenders, clips, hoods, etc. 
Alternators, starters, condensors & 
more. Door handles, rotors , brake 

drums, etc., etc.! 

WE BUY CARS 
·&TRUCKS 

Weekdays Until s p.m.; Saturday Until Noon 

(319) 283-3500 

1·800~543-JUNK 
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Contour Buffer Strips in Union Township, Section 7, owned by Heying Firms, Inc., one 
mile west of West Union along Highway 18. 

West Union farmer pleased 
with terraces; row crops 
By Russell Guyer 

I own a 205-acre farm in the 
rolling hills four miles north of 
West Union~ Currently, I hav·e an 
operator on the land who has a dairy 
herd and is in need of row crops. 

I recently have 10 terraces that 
I have placed throughout my fields 
in the last three years with a total 
of 7,215 feet. I have signed up for 
a long Term Agreement (LTA) that 
puts me on on a plan to continue to 
have terraces constrUcted for the , 
next ten years. What is nice about 

the LTA program, is that the Natu­
ral Resource Conservation Service 
will cost share up to 60 % of th~ 
cost of the terraces. 

·Overall ., the terraces have 
solved our erosion problem and 
have been working great for us. We 
have had no negative outcome with 
the terraces. However, the main 
reason that I chose to have the ter­
races put in, was becauseJ am go­
ing to be building a pond that will 
be near by the fields. In the long 

arJt"*r•~·J'·~·J·~· 
L RURAL REAL ESTATE FOR SALE it 
lt. New Listing- Chickasaw Co.- Stapleton Twp., 120 -
~ acres m/1, all tillable, 68.83 CSR. South of Lawler. .,l. 
tra FayeHe Co.- Eden Twp. (Section 31), 11/2 story, 3 · tra 
L bedroom home on 18 acres m/t wooded land. . J . 

• 
~ew Listing- FayeHe Co. -lllyria Twp., 115 acre,s, 110 • 
tillable, northwest of Wadena. · 

J ,· ELGINAREA · . - l t 1456 Filmore Road - 2 story home, 3 bedrooms, on t 
l Highway 56. _ · _ J 

• RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES , • 
Building lots In West Union · 

• 5 double size lots in Linpen Park Lane Estates • 
J Slots in Heying's Historic Linden Addition "" 1, 

• All have water, sewer & gas available • 

trtl WEST UNION tn:l 
l 234 South Walnut - 112 story, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths J 

• 210 South Walnut- 2 story, 3 bedrooms, 1172 baths • 
Commercial Property - 1500 sq. ft. building on 1 OO'x · 

• 200' lot, Highway 181ocation,·immediate possession. • 

J . ARLINGTON l 
• Commercial Property - The Motown Lounge, for sale • 
tn:l or lease, plus three apartments. tn:l 
l . . ' . J 

M. - NQ~J·H.EAST'I9WAREALTV • 
J · ~ 117 S. Vine, West Union "L· 
A . · · Steve Heyer, Broker ; ·A 
L ·. ·-.·~·- · (3·19) 422-3285 or (319) 422-3602 S · 

)Ji Leanne Cline . .. .. 
. J .. ·· . (319) 426-5608 · L 

·J-~•J'•~•J•"*-"·-"* 
..... 

run , I don't want the pond to fill in 
with silt and placing terraces in the 
nearby fields will help prevent that 
from occurring. 

There are three types of terraces 
in my fields. they are: broad-base, 
grass back and narrow-base. I have 
found that I like the broad-base ter­
races the best because you can plant 
over the top of them and not lose 
any of the corn rows. The grassback 
terr_aces were used in steeper areas 
of my field . One thing that is really 
nic about terraces, is that it elimi­
nates the need to leave grass wa­
terways. 

Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS) designed our ter- · 
races and did a very good job of 
laying "them out. They are very 
knowledgeable of what needs to be 
done and I am very pleased with 
them. The terraces were designed 
so the corn rows would come out 
even. 

I was also pleased with the 
work of the contractor who con­
structed the terraces. Not only did 

. h~ do them in a timely and efficient 
matter, but h~ was conscientious 
about saving the top soil, stockpil­
ing it, and then covering the ter­
races with the stockpiled topsoil 
when he was finished. He puts at 
least a foot of topsoil back on the 
terraces. With that, we hardly saw 
any yield loss as far as production 
from the terraces after the first year 
when constructed. 

The tiler was fast, efficient and 
guaranteed his work as far as . the 
inlets washing mit. I also liked the 
fact the inlets stayed dry because 

· of the channel tile that he installed. 
Altogether, I am_ very happy 

with my decision in having the ter­
races put in. I look forward to ha~­
ing more terraces put into my fields 
and the production they can bring 
m~. I would recommend· anybody . 
to take advantage ofthe LTA pro­
gram to have terraces put in their 
fields. · 

-, 

\ 
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NEIDP demonstrations look at deep tillage 
By Charles Wittman 

Soil compaction and the per­
ceived need for deep tillage has 
been a very common discussion 
topic in recent years, and espe­
cially during the wet years of 
1992 and 1993. 

In 1994 and again last year, 
the Northeast Io~a Demonstra­
tion ·Project, Postville, conducted 
tillage demonstrations in the pro­
ject area to look at specific as­
pects of tillage treatments. 

The earlier demonstration was 
conducted on the Cloy Kuhse 
farm northeast of Postville, in a 
field with Downs soil. After 

Is there a 
printing 
job you 
need? 

Got a dead~ 
line -looming 

over your 
head? 

Call us for: 

• Resumes 
• Business 

Cards. 
• Newsletters 
• Thank .yo us 
• Special . 
publicati~ns 

• & Much, Much 
More! 

Elgin Echo 
247 ·center St., 

Elgin, lA 
Ph. 3-19-426-5591 

Fayett,e 
Leader 
112 S. Main 
Fayette, lA 

Ph. 319-425-4162 

corn harvest in 1993, two areas 
of the field were compacted with 
multiple passes of a fully-loaded, 
three-axle chopper box containing 
corn silage: Total weight of the 
box and loan was 10-114 tons. 

Alternate areas were not 
driven on except fof normal corn 
silage harvest to represent non­
compacted areas. 

Two weeks later, deep tillage 
(down to 14 inches) was done 
with a subsoiler, traveling in di­
rections perpendicular to the 
compaction passes: There were 
six ·replications of each of the 
treatments . 

"There was a consistent corn 
yield response to deep tillage 

The results were as follows : 

only on the compacted areas," 
says John Rodecap, project coor­
dinator. "The demonstration re­
sults are consistent with Iowa 
State University research findings 
which show that deep tillage can 
only be justified in areas of ex­
treme compaction, like traffic ar­
eas." 

Last year, a nitrogen-tillage 
demonstration was conducted at 
Gilbertson Conservation Educa­
tion Area east Elgin. The soil 
type was Dorchester silt loam, 
and the field nearly level. Nitro­
. gen, in 'the form of anhydrous 
ammonia (NH3), was applied at a 
rate of 16~ pounds of sidedress 
nitrogen- per acre. 

Compaction and tillage treatments 
Normal silage harvest, no deep tillage 
Normal silage harvest, deep tillage 
Compacted (traffic area), no deep tillage 
Compacted (traffic area), deep tillage 

corn- yield, bu/ A 
167 
168 
160 
168 

PRACTICE 
FARM · , 

CONSERVATION 

BREHME & SONS 
CONSTRUCTiON 

Land Improvement Contractor & . Tiling 
Wadena 633·6121 

Large Consignment Auctions 
March 6 - April 5 - June 17 · 

Low Commission Rate Trucking Available 
All kihds of tractors, machinery, tools and 

new tractor replacement parts 
Contact Jerry or Dave 

JERRY EVERITT & SONS 
Strawberry Point, lA 

1-800-632-0090 or 319-767-3505 

Instead of One Good Reason 
. Why you should call 
ERICKSON PUMP SERVICE 
we•tt give you 7!· 

• Goulds Pumps & Tanks 
• Sta-Rite Pumps 
• Conaire Pressure Tanks 
• Complete Water Systems 
• Land-0-Matic Chlorinators. 
• Free Estimates 
• Reliable Service 

-ERICKSON· 
·pUMP SERVICE 
Elkader . Phone 319-245-1698 

or 1-BD0-269·1698 

The demonstration included · 
zone builder, no-till, and conven­
tional tillage. Con'Yentional till­
age, however, was done with 28 
percent nitrogen disked in, using 
a different - though similar - hy­
brid. 

"The plan for the .1997 crop 
year is to compare tillage sys­
tems - moldboard plow vs. deep 
tillage vs. conventional tillage 
vs. no-till - on a Fayette s~il 

The results were as follows: 

demonstration site on the Bill 
Eno farm near Gunder," says 
Rodecap. 

"NEIDP will also have a 
demonstration at the Dale Green 
farm near Castalia, looking at fall 
deep tillage . vs. conventional till­
age," he says. Deep (20-plus 
inches) tillage' was completed on 
alternate portions of the field in 
fall of 1996. The site is Dor-
chester soil. 

Treatments Continuous corn yield, bu/ A 
Fall zone builder, sidedress N 149 
No-till, sidedress N 133 
Conventional tillage (fall chisel, spring disk) 178 

earth ... 

PRlCTICE CONSERVlTIOI 

Fauser Oil 
Company 

lt~~lr 
~~~ 

heartily salutes area 
farmers like Fo~r Strong· Inc., 
who take the extra effort to 
imple~ent soil conservation 
practices on their farms! 

FAUSER 
Oil Company, Inc. 
Elgin, lA 
Ph. 319-428-8811 
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Field borders, waterways conservation compliance 
by Alan Crowe , \ have existed long enough. . . · . · 
State Technician ' ~ Grassed field borders are an 

Over the past few years a great- important part of any contoured 
number of producers have made system, and must be established 
the switch from straight row farm- and maintained before the NRCS 
ing to contour farming. This will verify the contour practice is 
change has resulted in a tremen- applied. 
dous reduction in sheet and rill Grassed waterways are also an 
soil erosion. However, if this effective means of controlling 
practice is not used in conjunction gully erosion. Most conservation 
wi th grassed field borders, gully plans require producers to estab-
erosion would most likely occur lish waterways and/or critical area 
in the end row areas. plantings in areas where con-

Whenever your conservation centrated flows of water may 
compliance plan requires a con- occur. 
tour type practice, be it simple Status reviews (spot checks) 
contours, contour buffer strips, conducted by the NRCS during 
contour stripcropping, or terrae- the past few years have shown 
ing, grassed field borders are that some producers have not 
required in lieu of end rows on established waterways where 
slopes of 5% and greater. needed. If it is noticed that a 

One reason field borders are so planned waterway is not existing, 
important is that in many cases a and that is needed, the producer 
contour row pattern will lead may be required to construct a 
much more water into the end row waterway that meets NRCS 
areas than would occur with specifications. 
straight row farming . Without the I believe a good way to 
protection that field borders pro- approach conservation com-
vide, severe gully erosion might pliance is to check over your plan 
result. Secondly, field borders closely, both narrative and the 
provide a turning area to facilitate plan map. 

CONTOUR BUFFER STRIPS on the_ Robert Claussen farm, operated by Four Strong Inc. in 
Illyria township, six miles northeast- of West Union on Highway 56, and two and one-half 
miles south on Empire Road. 

sta~:~;~r~:u~~~~o~:~e been ask- Recycling today ••• for tomorrow 
ing if they can plow up their exist- . . . . 
· f ' ld b d d 1 t t By lodz Jeanes Commisswn m order to help but haulers bringing in all of the bundles. This can be done with mg Ie or ers an p an o corn F tt C ty R z· c th , d · · 

1 
db · · · · 1 · · · 

f d h d d h aye e oun ecyc mg 001;1 meet e county s re uctwn rate, commercia car oard pick ups on twme stnng, p acmg m a separate . or a year an t en see own t e A . t t SWCD C . . d d b h Th . . . h h h dl . d . 
·. . sszs an ommzsswner man ate y t e state. e rate their routes and by the bms Io- bag WJt t e an es t1e , or m a followi~g year. In most cases the The Fayette County Recy- has been set for a total of fifty · cated through out Fayette County box clearly marked with what it 

answer Is yes. If the borders have cling · Center has gone through percent reduction as of July 1, being very fulL A helpful hint contains and placed in the section 
been seeded down for at least many changes in the past six 1996. This is a positive thing . to recyclers, please flatten all marked newspaper in the roll off 
three years, the producer can plow months. This is largely due to for 1\'e_ pei pl.e _o~, fay~!"' F.,~'II'Jl' " cardboard boxes that 1"". placed in • bi~. _ ~ . ~ ~ \!!!.!lj-"

1 
"""- .. - ·· I\· 

the sod, plant one year of corn, the ban of commercial cardboard because~ it will il~p Ifictease"'lne - the roll off bms. This Is done to ~eaders D~gest may f>e--pTacedlA ~ 
and mulch till the corn before at the Fayette County Landfill. life span of the landfill and to save room for our neighbors and among the newspaper. The recy-
seeding oats and alfalfa. I would The cardboard 1ban has been in ef- also encourage citizens to recycle to keep the cost down due to ex- cling center also requests that an 
suggest that a producer contact feet since Nov. 1, 1996. This as much_ of their wa~te as possi- tra pulls. recyclable materi~l please be 
th NRCS office first so that we ban was put through by the ble. This ban ·has mcreased the The most frequently asked cleaned and placed mto the appro-

e d t th t the borders Fayette County Solid Waste activity at the recycling center questions for the recycling center priate section of the roll off bins. can ocumen a . _ . . 

FS GREEN PLAN/GIS: PUTTING THE PIE'CES OF 
PRECISION FARMING TOGETHER 

For some, precision farming is still 
more of a · mystery than a proven 
method. FS is helping to change that. 
Crop production and profits are being 
improved through precision farming 
technologies. To realize the potential of 
precision farming, however, correct 
information must be gathered and ana­
lyzed. Then, with the aid and expertise 
of a trained professional using a proven 
plan, actions must be precisely imple­
mented. 'FS, through the FS Crop 
Specialist and the FS GREEN PLAN*/GIS 
program, is your natural resource to 
integrate precision farming into your 

current crop production program. The 
FS GREEN PLAN/GIS is designed · to 
manage and analyze GPS/GIS informa­
tion from most sources. This flexibility 
allows you and your Crop Specialist the 
freedom to draw from the latest advanc­
es in technology. And with its ability to 
accurately layer data, the FS GREEN 
PLAN/GIS allows for comprehensive 

evaluation and recommendations on a. 
site1specific basis - making the FS 
GREEN PLAN/GIS measurably better 
field by field. So if you're looking to 
solve the puzzle of precision farming, 
contact the people who are putting the 
pieces together- the people of FS. 

MEASURABLY BETTER- FIELD BY 

FIELD- THE FS ADVANTAGE. 

ttJOW~_ .F~J!5. 
. '~t§.J~ 

fS 
• 

Hawkeye • Hazleton 
Independence 

West Union · 

are, "Do we take magazmes, If you have any quest10ns pertam-
phone books, hard cover books or irig to the recycling center, please 
Reader's Digest?" The answer is call Jodi Jeanes, Recycling Coor-
yes. -We do ask that you please dinator, at 319-422-3712. 
place all magazines, white paper, 

. and hardcover books in separate 

@ Ci;h Rebates f 
Direct From GE When You Buy Selected GE WashetS Or GE Profile,. Laundry Pairs! 

$50 Rebate 

Woshor WPX03090T 
Oryor OPXOH3ET 

• 9-cycle washer with 3 speeds. 
• 7-cycle ~utomatic dry control 

dryer. 
Gas Dryer OPXD473GT IIVIIilab/e at utra cost. 

$30 Rebate 
Super Capacity 
2-Speed Heavy Duty Washer 

~~ 

• 8 wash cycles including Power 
Wash. 

• 3 water levels and wash/rinse 
temperature selections. 

DESSEL FURNITURE & 
APPLIANCE, INC. 

611 W Bradford, West Union 
Over 60 Years in Business & just Getting Started! 

(319) 422-5302 \ 
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~ ... ..._ - . ...,:. Miller awarde~d;~ 

SWco·c ··scholarShiD 
The 1996 Scholarship, Con­

test, sponsored by the district and 
the Iowa Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation Di.strict 
Com~issioners, ha~ 20 entrants. 

Susan Miller of West Union 
was the recipient of the $100.00 
scholarship. She is the dayghter 
of Henry and Barb Miller.' 

Applicants were evaluated on 
the basis of scholastic perform­
ance, service, character, leader­
ship, and financial need. The 
commissioners appreciate the in­
terest shown by all the appli­
cants. 

Pictured above, is a fine exa~ple of a shelter belt. This one is on the Wayne Bicknese prop­
erty, rural West Onion. 

USDA - changes 

taking pla~e 
By Mark Habiger 
Area Conservationist 
NRCS - Area Office 

LORAS ·DRILLING 
' ' 

. &SO:N 
· • Tiling • Bulldozing • 

• Excavating • Backhoe Work • 

WAUCOMA (319) 776-4693: 

Great Savings on New Units- $2000 & more! 
. , Ask about our low interest rates! , 

I 
(Taurus offers 1.9% or 3.9%!!) . . ./ 

· Save Big on these Quality used cars & trucks: J I 
'96 Chevy Blazer- 4 WD, LS, 9,000 mi., local1 owner, white $22,950 
'94 F150 4x2 · 6 cyl., 5 sp, AM/FM, topper,41 ,000 miles, white $10,200 · 
'91 Ford 3/4 Ton diesel4x4·-5 sp., sun visor, low miles, gray $13,900 
'91 Ford 3/4 Ton diesel- 5 sp., dark gray, sun visor $13,900 

1'96 Chevy Caprice Classic Like new, 17,000 mi. full power traction lock, anti-lock 
~brakes, red leather $18,900VJaf 

The new 1996 Farm Bill, 

New &&Quick Response" 
home remodeling service now 

available at - . 

Roys Remodeling! 

Smalf projects up to ss,ooo.ro can be done 
as soon as next week.! . . 

Don't wait until SPRING .... much of our · 
March and April Calendar is already filled. 

Roys Remodeling 
108 S. Walnut· Wes, Union, lA. Ph. 422-8888or 1-8()0-447-3045 · 

Let us be your 
'Everything' 
Center! 
For all your: 
• Maytag appliances 
• Heating & c ·ooling installation 
• L~ gas / 

- • Plumbing & electrical supplies 
• ·Hardware & housewares 

'· 

Garvin Hardware f:l LP 
· ~"N. Viae 
Pia. ~~·-4U- ~·,~· -, . . /""' 

West Union, lA. 
•·800·6~2-U24 · 

Federal Agriculture Improvement 
and Reform Act (FAIRA) leads 
USDA into the next millennium 
and introduces· new wrinkles into 
the way we will address resource 
concerns. Although conservation 
compliance, sodbuster, swamp­
buster and highly erodible land · 
are still a crucial part of program 
eligibility, new methods of pro­
gram administration will make it 
easier for farmers and land owners 
to participate in USDA pro­
grams. 

Several changes will have oc­
cmied by Oct. 1, 1997. One ma-

jor change- "'will be 'ln the "Way 
program enrollment is handled. 
Farmers can now sign up for the 

USDA programs at the local Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
office, NRCS or as usual, at the 
FSA office. A second ' change 
places control of the conservation 
programs in the hands of the lo­
cal Soil and Water ·conservation 
District and FSA County Com­
mittee. Althouglt this change 
will be implemented over the 
next year or so, it is an important 
step in making USDA programs 
responsive to the needs of the 
people. An additional change is -
the elimination of the Agricul-

tural Conservation Program 
(ACP), the old stand by~ cost 
share program. Replacing ACP 
is the new Environmental Qual­
ity Incentives Program (EQIP). 
The new EQIP combines the 
benefits of the old ACP with 
other similar conservation pro­
grams . to form a tot~l resource 
conservation program. 

We at USDA are excited 
about the prospect of implement­
ing these new changes. But what 
is even more exciting is place­
ment of responsibility of identi­
fying priorities for these pro­
grams in the hands of ·local farm­
ers and ranchers. Yes, this will 
be a . new way . of conducting · 
business for USDA. However, 
these changes . will make our pro­
grams mpch more flexible and 
more effective ·in addressing local 
contems. · . . 

1 
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We would like to ·ta~e this 
opportunity to thank the foliow"" 
ing, who so generously donatedto 
the 1996 Soil and Water 
Conservation District Supporters 
Club. We sincerely appreciate 
your support. 
1996 SOIL AND WATER 
SUPPORTERS 

Vincent C. Gaskill ; Harold Popen­
hagen; Joyce I. Oldfather; Clarence 
Bishop; WCI Farms ; Ralph W. 
Adams; Inez Brown; James M. Lein; 
Jack Treloar; George B. Woodard Jr.; 
Charles Gray; Patrick Duffy; Tina 

Pech; Ellen Quandt; Andy Bird; 
Helen E. Roberts; Doug Egeland 
Tiling; Dave and Terri Derflinger; 
Sidney A. Tope; Charles Kerns; La­
Verne and JoAnn Ries; Lydia Winter; 

' Charles Baumler; Steve Rau; Theo­
dore Hageman. 
SOIL AND WATER SAVER 

Florence Robinson; Keith Valesh; 
Leonard 'Benter; Gretchen Beebe; 
Gary Brownell; Dwight and Kathy 
Mauer; Harry Naffziger; James "Jay" 
Gaffney;, Karen Martin ; Richard 
Jensen; Don Durscher; Jim· D. 
Grimes; Tom and Karen Hamlett; Dan 
Winter Jr.; Leona J._ Gregory; Lane 

HAWKEYE 
' ' 

COOPERATIVE & 

. • LAN~~B.KES N 

and Liz Ash; Willis Grundmeyer; El­
eanor Swent; Mathew A. Porter; Bill 
Hogan; Julius R. Wynthein; Rehorst 
Farm MGT; Rush Farm ACCT; John 
F. Fedeler; Samuel J. Koehler; Donald 
E. Alcorn; Roger and Connie Halver­
son; David A. Pleggenkuhle; Ruth M. 
Franzen; Don Bunn; Bill Johnson I 
DOW ELANCO; Roberta E. Warner; 
Bernadine M. Granneman; Keith Lan­
sing; Ron Seedorf; Robert Bassett; 
Stanley Ney; Marjorie Allenstein. 

SOIL AND WATER STEWARD 
J~rry Cole; Roger Beerman; Mike 

Holtz; Cunningham Farms LTD; Tim 
Burrack; Will E. Ogle; Raymond _ 
Forsyth; Warren (Rick) Trotter; Ron 
Beerman; ; Gearald Cook; K. Ted 
Green; Leslie Lauer & Sons; Dave 
Grove; Gray Market LTD; Vernon 
Shaw; Hawkeye. Conservation Club; 
Robert Bertch; Paul Nuss ; Bruce 
Crandall; Don Buhr; Tom Murphy; 
Don Rausch & Sons Inc.; William 
Kime; Gordon J. Shepard ; Hans 
Siemers; Carl R. Pohland Dairy; John 
McEnaney; Arlene Broughton; Don 
Ungerer; Homeland Bank, Oelwein; 
Carl Nus; First National Bank, West 
Union; Wilma Hartman; -Dan Forsyth; 
G.L. Boess Jr. 

Wiltgen 
Construction 

Friends You Can Count On Year 'Round ... 
for all your livestock & agricultural needs! 

• Excavating 
•Ag~ime 

Spreading 

HAWKEYE COOPERATIVE ... 
your full service cooperative,. owned by the customers it serves. 

Ask about tbe 5( per gallo11 discou11t by prepaJ'illgjor your 
card-trot gas & fuel. 

Hawkeye Cooperative 
Hawkeye, lA. 52.175 
Ph. (319) 427:3214 ~ LAN~~w.£5 r~ .. . 

• Rock and Sand 

~~ 

~ ~·~· .. 
PdsfweMat' 

The Golden Standard 
in Cow Comfort 

Reduce impact-related injuries with 
Pasture Mat - the only cow mat that 
feels, gives & behaves like ~atural 
pasture. 

HuMANEl 

Cow Mats 
- Stalls: · 

Tie Free 
Comfort 

Thanks 
for your 
support! 

CZJarn'l(qoler • 
Air Circulation Fan 

Ventilation Solution: 
Call for design planning for 
dairy & hogs with the 
patented H,arn Kooler Air 
Circulation Fan. 

Natural Ventilation ~ystems 

·oon Rausch & Sons 
Construction 

Don Rausch & Sons can take care of your on the farm 
construction needs. We a·re also proud to assist in the 

efforts toward proper soil conservation and · 
. protecting our resourses for the future. 

Call for more information on how 
we can help you. 
319.-534-7356 .. 

2678 H8th St. Fort Atkinson~ IA. 

........... ' 

~CCJSBORNE \}'o; .INDUSTBIES INC. 

HOG FEEDERS & SCALES 

5 
_c_H.-UL-

0 
.. /BUSHNELl 

GRAIN STORAGE 
& FEEDING SYSTEMS 

(;JanAir~tJ -
• Poly Vent Curtains 
• Stainless Steel Scrapers 

Palz 
Manure & Feed Handling 

Equipment 

· - PAVELEC -. · -_ - -... .:~ 

..• CONSTRUCTION- · · · ·. <~~ 
_. . ~--. . . . _ . ·_ . SUMNER, lA. · · . . . . . -:: . :· · .: ~ . ./~~i 
: -. . Denny Haupt:· .3,1~~5.711·5485 : 1~800·31~·273~,~ ·, .-:.j·: ; :+::~~ 
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No t~ll dr~IIinQ sQybea~s 
into CRP.:.can it work? 

I . 

By Alan Crowe September '95 by app,lying a low 
With a lot of CRP contractors rate of Roundup and 2AD. Mr. 

expiring, producers are looking , ·Orr noted that the vegetation did · 
for economical, yet produ~tive n~t turn brown as quickly as he 
ways of returning CRP ground to had expected. In an effort to con-
cropland; without undoing the trol the gopher problem, John, in 
benefits that the 10 year rest from the spring of '96, rented a gopher . 
production has created . . There is "machine" and injecte,d _poison 
no question that soil tilth and or- pellets into the· sod. The cost 
ganic matter has increased while was $40/day plus the cost of the 
in CRP. These benefits can per- poison, and it took one and a half 
haps· be. best preserved by no till- days to cover 130 acres. - John · 
ing into CRP. mentioned that it might have 

I would like to relay to you a been better to poison in the fall 
"success story" concerning no till so that any gophers that moved 
drilling soybeans into CRP · in could be trapped in the spring. 
ground. In the spring of '96 John 

Mr. John W. Orr, who farms / again sprayed with Roundup and 
several acres of land north o( 2-4D to kill any new vegetation. 
Fayette, had 130 acres of land in ·Just before planting he lightly 
CRP which he opted to "early re- disked the worst gopher areas to 
lease" for crop year 1996. John level the mounds, but not enough 
began "preparing" the ground in_ to turn up the sod. Then on May 

' t~. 
. . . .., .... 

"-~"'<i:.:~':'J!. •. lli • . . . . " ··~·· 
_.,_.. , ___ - --_.-....... -~. _· ·.. •... ..J. __ · .. · _·}·\'f."' ... --. __ , __ .~ -_ ._ •. ....-;_ ··.·" .. •. · . ' __ ... _,· ..•.. . _.... ~. . .. -· . . ,,··_. _· . ,-· .. ·· 

• - • ~~ -~~- 's.; ,;i'". ~l· "A #' -~ : . ,,~-~ -~-·:.y-..x_• ,. ' 14.,.,~"' 1. ' ' - .. -,~ -~ X : .......,::, _ .· . ...!! .' 
....-:-_-,:-"" .. ~~:--== - -~~-~ .. -~- ._·_ ,,._. ·. ..~ ... ·' 

-- ~ ..... / -- -~ · · --~& • ...-~ ;.· . , --- ." !PI' /'" :'<C::~ . ;:-. . .. ~ . .· . ' 
. ''!'-_ .. ~-- 4flj _· .. : .- .;,4 ·. ·_o' ,:- . ~~, •• i' ~~- ,, .. ·.· ", .~, -~ -~ . !1 ~ .. ~~ ··,~;r ... _....-;'~ ..... 

• 0 • '1 -~~ . ... . ,.< ··;'>;;;-·-
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John Deere Skid Loaders 

• Low 72-inch machine height for clearance in 
low buildings 

• Operating capacit ies the competition can't beat 

• Reliable parts & service support from_ your 
J ohn Deere Dealer 

0 

• Demonstrations 
& financing 

available 

II SUMNER • 
IMPLEMENT 

1414 .W. 1St., Sumner 
{319) 578-5115 or 1-800-435-7541 

31 and June 1, John no till drilled 
soybeans on 7 1/2 inch rows. 
After the beans got 4-5 inches 
tall, he hired the co-op to spray 
the beans (using the floater) with · 
Pursuit and Select. As Mr. Orr 
put it "the bean-s were virtually 
weed free at harvest time, and 
yielded between 48-55 bu./acre, 
depending upon the variety". 

It is interesting to note that 
John did plant some beans on 36" : 
rows and they did not yield as 
well. Because of the wet condi­
tions, he had to work up the sod 
in an effort to dry it out. The . 
row beans yielded between 33-35 
bu./acre. 

John admitted he was hesitant 
to try no till drilling soybeans 
into CRP,, but he received infor­
mation and encouragement from 
Dan Burkhart of the Extension 
Service in Fayette and Jerry Muff 
of the NRCS in West Union. 
When I asked John if he. would 
recommend this to other produc­
ers, he said "definitely- - -I only 
wish I had more CRP ground to 
do it on." 

I want to commend John Orr 
for having the courage to ti:Y an 
alternative approach to mold 
board plowing CRP, and to thank 
him for taking the time to pro­
vide this information to all of us! 

We Salute Kenneth & Doris Wagner 
For Their· Award-Winning" 

Conservation Efforts 

. 
'-: .~ .. -
·-,: 

:·'- .. 
.~ .... 

~- .. 

1995 County, Regional & State Soil Conservation Award, Winners 

Valley Cooperative 
(319) 423-5293 -
(319) 426-5966 

Valley Lumber 
Clermont 

(319) 423~5296 

--...... :-' 
~~ - · 

-··-: 
:~ •-. 

:-
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Heavy_,· raiDs ·cause serious , erosion 
in Fayette County · · · 

The area most affected by the 
June 16, 1996, rainstorm was 
north of Hawkeye stated Jerry 

·Muff, DC, with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). Reports of three to sev­
en inches of rain fell late that 
afternoon and -evening. Muff 
reported to the NRCS Area Office 
that approximately 15,000 acres 
were affected by only 8,000 acres 
suffered severe soil loss levels of 
20 tons"per acre or more. 

Field observation has shown 
thatJields with conservation treat­
ment ~ere very effectiv~ fn reduc­
ing soil erosion. While a lot of 
crop residue washed downslope, 

Muff was impressed with how 
erosion was held in- no-till or 
ridge-tilled fields where residue 
was still anchored to the soil. 
How~ver, even in these fields res­
idue and soil moved in the draws 
where the grassed waterways 
were not present. 

The NRCS Field Office has 
found orily one case where a ter­
race over topped and causeq some 
damage. We also noted that the 
intake areas were· silted in some­
what, but for the most part terrac­
es did an exceptional job in con­
trolling erosion. He noted severe 
gullying where there were either 
no waterways or the existing 

Gully erosion was a . commgn occurr~nce from the June rain. 
•'\ - ~ ... 

waterways were too narrow to 
handle runoff. A few areas will 
r~quire shaping to be able to cross 
with farm equipment. 

Muff noted that while most of 
these fields were 'classified as not 
highly erodible (NHEL) by 
NRCS, it is obvious that more 
conservation is needed in the 
prairie area or Kenyon-Floyd­
Clyde soil association area of 
Fayette County. The relatively 
thin layer of good dark topsoil 
overlies an unproductive light col­
ored till which makes this topsoil 
very valuable. The Hawkeye area 
has been nailed by heavy rains . 
about four of the last five years. 

We have already been contacted 
by some of the producers · iQ tfiis 
area requesting technical assis­
tance for conservation projects. 
State and federal cost-share funds 
at the 50% cost-share rate will be 
made available-in the near future 
for conservation projects. · State 
and federal cost-share funds at the . 
50% cost -share rate will be made 
available in the near future for 
conservation projects. Contact 
the. NRCS office at (319) 422-
3868 or the FSA office at (319) 
422-5770 for more information. _ 

Soil Conservation is Our Concern! 

GOT I . PlUmBinG PROBlEm? 
- ·, >J - -, • 

fURAIOE 0 -A ;._TilE rRITI? 
If ·your heating or cooling equipment isn't working the way it 
should, it's time for us to make a house call. 

Se. e F. loyd for High efficiency Air Conditioning t. 
and High efficiency Gas or Oil Furnaces to 
meet your needs. · _ -· . .. .• 

SALES - SERVICE 
- INSTALI.A'IION 

GIVE US 
A CALL! 

426-5144 

[::" ~ ~.~~ . . 
.;. . • . ~~··.::::~~ -1-~'U: 

Five inches of rain within a few hours last May, wreaked havoc 
in Hawkeye area field. Over one foot of topsoil was lost in 
this drainageway, and was common for the area. 

IIIII Replenish The Earth ·And It's Riches Will Be Ours I I Ill 

PRACTICE CONSERVAT-ION 
Wapsie Valley Creamery . 

Inc. 
300 10th St. ·N.E. 

lndependence,' IA · 334-7193 

GREG FRONING . 
FARM DRAINAGE- BACKHOE WORK 

. -

(Plowed in or Dug in) 
FAIRBANK . BOX 502 635-2147 

We Salute 
our Farmers who 
practice 
Soil Conservation; 
ensuring there wUI 
be land to farm 
tomorrow! 

G) 
UUALIIOUIIII 
LENDER 

Jesup 319-827-1050 ·Fayette 319-425-3395 Raymond 319-fS!-3070 i=Di•i 
UIIO 6th St., jesup 200 S. Main, Fayette ~ 300 S. 3rd, Raymond ----

SOIL CONSERVATION 
· If w~ don't plan for it today, there won't be 

anything to plan for tomorrow . 
. WE BELIEVE IN PRACTICING 

SOIL CONSERVATION 

BEATRICE . CHEESE INC. 
"Manufacturer of Fine Quality Dairy Products" 

" , ........... ··--~~ Fredericksburg 237 ·5311 

.• ~. ----- . . - - .,...,._ ---- ---=~-:---:-:-:-= 

\ 

'\ 
'. 
I 
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4th .\~nn_ual - third · grade field day S~pt. 1 7-19 

Dawn Amundson, Environmental Education Coordinator for Fayette County .Conservation, 
is pictured at the wildlife station of the · third graders ' conservation studies. 

At right, Jodi Je.anes, Fayette County Recycling Coordinator, explains a demonstration in 

proper recycling, to third grade.r111s_. ---------------1111!!1!11!111!1! 

I YtS4 ] IIJ 
Farm Drainage 
Doesn't Cost, 

It Pays! . 

fii!Hancer~ 
HEAVY DUTY tubing and pipe lor effective & 

profitable drainage. 

Benefits of Agricultural Drainage 

Increased crop yields 
Increased land use & efficiency 
Better spring & fall trafficability 
- Reduction in soil erosion 

Deeper/heartier root development 
Longer growing seasons 
Improved plant quality 

Available in diameters 3"- 12" 

For further information consult your 
Hancor distributor 

l!D..!l!.Y§_f.!JJ~ 
OELWEIN 

City Park Rd. 319-283-1678 
WEST UNION 

Hwys. 150 & 18 319-422-5343 

The 4th annual "3rd grade 
Conservation Education Field 
Day was another great success! 
Over 400 children from · 11 
schools in Fayette County par­
ticipated this year. The entire 

· t?Vent coordinated by the Fayette 
SWCD is made possible by all 
the volunteers who operate sta­
tions, ·provide food, equipment -
and give so generously of their 
time for the three day event. 

The Fayette County Pork 
Producers · donated and cooked 
pork sandwiches for each of the 
three days and Doug Baston­
Culligan Water donated the drink- ' 
ing water for the event. 

The Fayette SWCD would 
like to thank everyone who 
makes this event possible! 

The eight stations featured at 
our field day for 3rd graders _were: 
Bob Vobora - Soil Scientist Area 
Office, , "Soil Station"; Tom 
Baker - Earth Team Volunteer, 
'-'Pond Station"; LaVonne Koch -
NRCS Soil Conservation Tech., 
"Lines On the Land"; Julie 
McCready - NRCS - WAE, ''Bee 
Station"; Dick Jensen - . SWCD 
Commissioner, "Erosion Sta­
tion"; Jodi Jeanes - Fayette 
County Recycling Coordinator 
and Fayette · SWCD Assistant 
Commissioner, "Recycling Sta­
tion"; Dawn·Arnundson - Fayette 
County Environmental Education 
Coordinator, "Wildlife Station"; 
and Torn Brown - Resource Con­
servation and Development for 
Northeast Iowa, "Forestry Sta­
tion" . · 

LaVonne Koch, NRCS technician, talks to youth ~bout "Lines 
on the Land," at the 1996 field day. 

High Performance in 
"·"'!-

High Residue 

Case IH 6650 Conser-Tilr Plow 
A premium performer buin tough for fast, smooth 
operation in heavy residue. 

• Six-by-four inch heavy-duty mainframe strong 
enough to handle high operating speeds of high 
horsepower tractQrs increases your productivity 

• Massive rock shaft provides the muscle to (ake 
on an extra heavy workload 

• Standard hydraulic disk coulters for ; n-the-go 
adjustment to varying field conditions 

• Standard auto reset shanks for more 
confident operation in unfavorable 
soil conditions 

• Four sizes available from seven to 
thirteen shanks 

COMMITTI.D TO EVUlY rAilT'"' 

For more details on this high-performing tillage tool, 
~ stop in today! 

SMITH INTERNATIONAl INC~ 
HIGHWAY 150 SOUTH, OELWEIN 

(319). 283-2921 



Manure nutrient management 
workshOp_ set for March 14 

cost savings in purchased com­
mercial fertilizer; and A procedure 

-for calibrating manure application 

Extension Ag Engineer; and Paul 
Brown, ISU Extension Farm 
Management Specialist; will be 

Dan Burkhart, Fayette County 
Extension Education · Director, 
announces that a Manure Nutrient 

, Management Workshop for live-
. stock producers in the West Un- c t t D B khart t 319-

ion area will be h.eld March . 1~. . Brian ~a~g, ISU Extension 425_3°3n3 ~c or ~~rryu~uff :t 
319

_ 

equipment. the workshop leaders. 

The West Umon Vet Clime Is Crop Specialist; Dan Meyer, ISU 
422

_
3868 

f d t ·
1 · · h s U · . or more e at s. cooperatmg wit Iowa tate m-

versity Extension to make this 
workshop available to the first 20 
producers that sign up. Registra-_ 
tion deadline is March 3 at the 
Fayette County Extension Office 

Wetland reserve program 
at 319-425-3331. 

Farmers will get the follow­
ing from attending the workshop: 
A working manure nutrient man­
agement plan for your farm; A 
digitized ISOIL field map (in 
color) of a field on your farm .(or 
whole farm if it is located in the 
same section) with soil types and 
corn. yields for each soil type and 
land capability class; An under­
standing of how to integrate fer­
tilizer recommendations with 
manure nutrient values; Po~ential 

Sign-ups· are pr~sently being 
taken for the Wetland Reserve 
Program (WRP) at NRCS. The 
1996 Farm Bill renewed provi­
sions for technical and financial 
assistance tQ landowners to re­
store cropland areas to wetlands. 
The program emphasizes restor­
ing habitat for wildlife and migra­
tory birds, as well as protecting 
and improving water quality and 
reducing flood stream-flow. 

The Wetland Reserve Program 
(WRP) provides for two types of 

PERFECT BALES 
EVERY TIME 

That's what you:ll get every time you kick out a 
dense, perfect bale from the New Holland Model 
664 Roii-BelfM round baler. The "664" makes 
51 X 6 I bales that are edible to the core. 
• Roii-BelfM de·sign makes uniform 5 I x 6 I bales 

weighing up to 2,000 lbs. · 
• Available Bale Command Plus"' monitoring 

system takes the guess work out of making 
great bales 

• Strong, Super-SweepTM pickup handles tough 
crops 
Stop by today and get the rylodel 6?4 for a 

perfect bale, every time. 

" 

· Boumler 
Implements Inc: 

1306 Hwy. 150 S., West Union 
(319) 422-3835 ~-- 1\EW HOLLAI\D 

easements or a restoration a~ee- . The Fayette County SWCD celebrated 50 years with an open 
ment. The easements are et~her , house for the public, last August. 
permanent or for a 30-year penod. · 

Under the permanent ease-
. . 

ment, landowners receive ap- 1997 tree seedling 
and transplant sale 

praised agrjcultural value of their 
land and NRCS pays 100% of the 
restoration costs and assumes 
long term management responsi­
bility. Permanent easem~nts re- The Fayette SWCD (Soil & Water Conservation District) is once 
quire that the land remains a wet- again sponsoring a tree seedling and transplant sale. The trees are 
land forever and is passed on to hardy, bare root seedlings with healthy root systems from Cascade For­
the next landowners or deeded to estry Service, Inc. Prices shown are per bundle of 25, except the ever-
conservation organizations. green, nut tree, shade tree packages, and the individual trees. 

For 30-year easements, land- The sale is open to anyone interested in planting trees. All orders 
owners receive 75% of the ap- must be received in oui office no later than March 7, 1997. We will 
praised agricultural value of the . notify you _in mid-April as to when your order can be picked up. Trees 
land. NRCS pays 75% cost must be patd for whe.n ordered. We do encourage early ordering, as we 
share for the restoration and as- do sell out of the more popular species. 
sun'les long term management re- NAME: -
sponsibility. ADDRESS: ___________________ _ 

Landowners may sign a resto- CITY, STATE, ZIP: _________________ _ 
ration agreement to restore wet- TELEPHONE: (home) (work) 
lands for a minimum of 10 years . Cost Per Number Total 
(after restoration is complete). Species Bu ndle Of Bundles Cost 
NRCS pays 75% cost share for American Arborvitae (12-18") $35.00 x 
restoration and the landowner as- American Arborvitae (18-24") $45,00 x 
sumes long term management. Black Hills Spruce (12-18") $35.00 x 

50%_....of - an -area te go into _ Blue Spruce~~l2-18")_ , $35:.00 x 
WRP must be cropland with hy- Cranbe~ Htghbush (6-1,8.) $35.00 x 

: dric soils (soils where wetlands Red Oster Dogwood (2-3 ) $35.00 x 
. can be created or restored). The Honeysuckle (1 8-24") $35.00 x 
. other 50% can be non-cropped ar- ~Arnold '~ Red aphid resistant) 
eas, or cropped areas without hy- Lilac (2-3 ) , 
dric soils. Red Maple (2-3 ) 

Sugar Maple (2-3 ' ) 
Norway Spruce (12-18") 

Check on 
wetland status 
_before tili~g 

Red Oak (2-3') 
Scotch Pine (12-28") 
White Pine (12-18") 

Native Nut-Tree Package 
3 Butternut, (18-24") 

$35.00 
$35.00 
$60.00 
$35.00 
$35.00 
$35.00 
$35.00 

( 

Cost Per 
Packaee 

$35.00 Anyone planning to do tile or 
ditch drainage should contact our 
office to see if wetlands exist in 
the area proposed for drainage. If 
wetlands are converted by drain­
age, filling, removal of woody 
vegetation or other alteration 
USDA farm benefits could be 
lost. Contact you office if you 
need to know how close you can 
tile to a wetland. 

3 Shagbark Hickory, ( 4-1 0") 
4 American Hazelnut, (6-12") 
4 Black Walnut, (12-18") 
4 American Chestnut, (6-12") 

If you are outletting tile into a 
wetland, non-perforated tile must 

be used. It is the responsibility 
of the owner and operator to abide 
bylthe rules affecting USDA pro­
gram eligibility. Also some wet­
land determinations and appeals · 

· take a coQsiderable amount of 
time to complete. 

Contact us well ahead of when 

Evergreen Package 
4 White 'Pine, (12-18") 
4 Blue Spruce, (12-18") 
4 Norway Spruce, (12-18") 

Shade Tree Package 
3 White Ash, (2-3') 
3 Sugar Maple, (2-3') 
3 Red Oak, (2-3') 
3 Bur Oak, (2-3') 
3 Swamp White Oak, (2-3') 

lndividual Trees 

the. drainage work is planned. Blue Spruce (18-36") 
Minimal effect and mitigation Norway Spruce (18-36") 
agreements are available also. White Pine (18-36") 
Minimal effect agreements allow 

$35.00 

$35.00 

Cost Per 
Tree 

$5.00 
$5.00 
$5.00 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

= 
--------= ------------

= ~------ ------------

------~ = ------------

= 
= 
= 

--------= ------------

------=--=--------'-----

--------=-----------

Number - Total 
Of Trees Cost 

= 

= 

alterations of wetlands if it is Total of Above. . . . . . . . = ____ _ 
minimal. Mitigation agreements Add 6% Sales Tax .. . . . .. = ___ _ 
allow a wetland to be destroyed if TOTAL AMOUNT DUE. . = ___ _ 
a new wetland is created else- Please make checks payable to Fayette SWCD and return it with 
where or if an existing one is en- your order to 120 North Industrial Pkwy #2, West Union, lA 52175-
hanced. 1612. Thank you for your order! 

- ~ ~ ~ ~ ;;.~-===--~---
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Conservation plans on CRP 
By LaVonne Koch 
Soil Conservation Technician· 
. The Conservation Reserve Program· (CRP) has 
given millions of acr~s a rest from crop production: 
Soil erosion has been greatly reduced, saving precious 

· top soil . and protecting water supplies-:- While under 
this protective layer, the soil has had time to recover, 

·resulting in increase of organic matter and increase 
biological activity. 

Many CRP contract holders have already made a 
few assumptions about converting CRP acres into 
crop production. It is a fact that you can undo ten 
years of gained soil and environmental benefits in just 

a year or two with poor management. 
As you come to the end of the CRP · contract, 

landowners need to remember to develop a Conserva­
tion plan, with the Natural Resource Service, on the 
fields that are considered HEL (highly erodible land). 

The Conservation plan is the most important 
management tool that' s going to make farming suc­
cessful in minimizing soil erosion. The technology 
is there. The equipment is there. It's a matter of put­
ting the pieces together. It ' s once in a lifetime op­
portunity to save the soil. Contact the Natural Re­
source _ Conservation Service for your conservation 
plan. 

Bob Vobora, Soil Scientist with the NRCS - AO discussed soiis with youth 
participating in the '96 Conservation Field Day. 

- Elgin 
State Bank 
is pleased to 
congratulate -

OMSERVl!IOK 
PROFITS EVERYONE 

. . . Thanks to farmers & ag 
business rxnplelike 
Four Strong Fanns., Elgin. 

Congratulations to the 
Duane & Curt Strong 
families for being honored 
with the Soil Conservation of 
the Year award in 
Fayette County! 

For 

West Union· Coop~rative 
- Ph. 31 9-422-5656 

FOUR STRONG FARMS 

From left, Curt & Celeste Strong, Duane~ 
Strong. Not pictured, Duane's wife, Sara. 

. Fayette County's 
1996 Outstanding 

Conservation Award 
We're proud of you! 

® 
LENDER Elgin .State Bank 

Elgin • Wadena ff»j 



·~-Cost-sh_are mon~y is n·ow--­
available for ·sflelterb~lt plantings 

With cold temperatures~ winds _ .. · to restOre winter cover for pheas­
and snow of ·the winter season ants and other wildlife. Funds for 
u~on us, now is . a good . time to · ~his program come from the 
thmk about plantmg a shelterbelt Chickadee Checkoff, a voluntary 
to protect your home or farm- contribution for wildlife from 
stea~. A shelterbelt is an area Iowa'income taxpayers, and from 

that has been planted ·to trees and . wildlife habitat stamps which are 
shrubs. It is also a good time purchased by hunters and trap-
because the· Iowa Department of pers. Under this program, land-
Natural Resources is offering to owners can receive 75 percent of 
pay 75% of the cost of planting a the cost of planting a shelterbelt, 
shelterbelt with at least eight not to exceed $1600, if planted 
rows of trees and shrubs. according to DNR planting speci-
. Because of prevailing winter - fications. Expansion of existing 
winds, shelterbelts are most bene- windbreaks to at least eight rows 
ficial to landowners when planted can .·· also be cost-shared. The 
on the north and west sides of shelterbelt progr~ is available 
homes, farmsteads, or feedlots. in ali Iowa counties. 
Thoughout the~year, the shelter­
belt benefits people and wildlife 
in a variety of ways. Tree and 
shrub plantings can reduce home 
energy consumption by up to 36 
percent in the winter. It can in­
crease feed conversion by live­
stock and greatly reduce snow oc­
cumulation around buildings. In 
summer, shelterbelts provide 
beauty to the 'home or farmstead 
area while enhancing property 

.. c . " ""'•1 
]3¥~t~~~i 
··-.:·· .. ~-y-~~ 
\)---:'.· . -~::~~· :t~~~ 
· ·~ " - .·/ ~ ---. ~~.. ... ~ 

I _ _. ,~:,.._-; -~. "'-= ~- -. "t.. .... _ ... _ ~~-, 

For additional information or 

values. Throughout the year, · 

a Shelterbelt Cost-Share Applica­
tion contact; Robert ·Dolan, Wild- -
life Biologist, 501 17th St. SE, 
Independence, lA 50644, ph # 
319-334-9191. Information and 

shelterbelts . provide countless 
forms of wjldlife with critical 
winter shelter and breeding Habi­

applications are also available at 
County NRCS offices and 
County Conservation Board of­
fices. 

tat. 
In Iowa, planting a shelterbelt 

is one of the most effective ways 

----~1•1,1: I :llill·llt-1----'---

726 Mulch Finisher: 
Stretched in every direction for better residue flow 
• 120 inches 'for fore/aft 

clearance give nonstop · 
residue flow. 

• Level the seedbed and 
incorporate chemicals 
in one_ pass. 

• Disk gangs adjustable 
from even with the 
sweeps to 8 inches above. 

IN 
STOCK 

NOW 

• Economical single­
point or optional 
electrohydraulic depth 
control. 

• Nine sizes from 12-feet 
9-inches to 38-feet 
3-inches. 

a Hub . City Implement 
OELWEIN 

319-283·4371 • 319 area callers use 1-800-498-4371 
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Natural resource care in the 
hands of priVate landowners 
, When the 1985 farm bill was 

passed, many people doubted 
. ~hether Arr.erica' s frumers couJd 
meet the challenges posed in the 
bill' s conservation provisions. 
Among other thir.gs , those pro­
visions called on producers to 00-
velop and carry out a conserva­
tion plan tq protect all highly 
erodible cropiand aga~nst soil ero­
sion, in order to stay eligible for · 
U.S . Department of Agriculture 

y 

programs. programs. They cut soil erosi<?n 
Iowa's agricultural producers by more than a third. In short; in 

passed that test- convincingly. the past decade, Iowa farmers 
They adopted tillage methods on built the most impressive record 
millions of acres of cropland that . of natural resource care on agri-: 
left crop residues from the previ- cultural land of any period in his- · 
ous year's crop on the soil sur- tory. 
face to protect against erosion. Now, 11 years later, another 
The}' established · grasses and farm bill has been passed, and 
trees, on thousands of acres of the there are again doubts about the 
most erodible and fragile crotr agricultural . community's com­
lands. · They established wildlife mitment to conservation. The 
habitat, and began using a num- 1996 farm bill puts natural re­
ber of practices to improve water source care more squarely on the 
quality. Iowa landowners have shoulders of agricultural· produc­
reversed the trend in wetlands . ers than the previous bills. The 
losses, and become the nation's--uSDA's Natural Resources Con­
leaders in wetlands restoration servation Service, conservation 

GOOD;rYEAR 
~ , ~-'-~~ .... __.---

Complete Trailer Sales & Service 
~~~::-·-::•.zi~~ I OTHERS I 

districts, state conservation agen­
cies and others will . be there to 
help, as in the past. But the 
primary responsibility to make 
and carry out decisions to care for 
the . land and natural resources 
rests with farmers. 

The 1996 farm bill keeps the 
conservation compliance provf: 
sions of the 1985 and 1990 bill, 
but offers more flexibility in 
which crops can be grown and in 
the protection of the resources 
used ~o grow those crops. . It' s 
been dubbed the "freedom to 
farm" bill; it's a freedom and re­
sponsibility that most farmers 
wanted. 

Voluntary conservation, with 
incentives, has worked well to 
promote widespread use· of con­
servation measures by farmers in 
Iowa. The 1996 farm bill offers 
the opportunity to prove that it 
will continue to work. · 

Iowa landowners have proven 
over the past 10 years as a group 
to be very responsible stewards of 
the land. But caring for natural 
resources is a never-ending task. 
It will be up to those closest to 
the land, those who farm it, to 
continue to take the lead in caring 
for it. · 

Which segment of the popula­
tion can do the most for the fu­
ture of out natural resources? In 
Iowa, there ' s no question. There 

. is financial and technical help 
a handful of state and federal 

agenfie·s-;c~an<l1 pilvate g-r6ups, -but ~; 
by and large, the care of natural 
resources is in the hands of the 
thousands of private landowners, 
most of whom are farmers. 

When this farm bill expires, I 
' . .,.d _ '. _... jJ _ _ :.. 7; 19 n · hope farmers across the state will 
~ v~ be the first to look back with sat-

isfaction that we sustained the 
& SERVICE CENTER gains made in natural resource 

840 1st Ave. SE, Oelw~in (319} 283·4040 care from 1985 to 1995, and bet-
HOURS: Mon.-Fn. 7·5; Sat. 8·12 ter yet, improved on that record. 

HOMELAND'S AG ExPERTS 
are here to help you with financing 
for your soil conservation projects. 
Terracing· Ponds ·Contouring ·Strip Cropping 

Jim Arnold Don Frazer Gene Henderson- Jens Nielsen 

~MElAND'·.· Bank 
ArHngton 

(319) 633-3855 
Aurora 

(319) 634-3313 
Oelwein · 

(319) 283-3361 
G) -­a.Et.ODER 
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Advanced-technology results in better pasture production 
. \ -

.., ~,, 

By James Ranum _ 
Advanced technofogy in fenc­

ing and water supplies provides 
the basis for improving pasture 
production. Pasture production is 
determined mainly by the amount 
of forage produced and the 
amount which is actually har­
vested by the livestock. Grazing 
patterns and the length of grazing 
periods have a major impact on 
the annual production from a pas-

. ture. Fencing and water supplies 
allow a producer to increase the 
amount of forage produced and 
utilized. 

· New fencing technology cen­
ters around the development of 
low impedance electric fencers. 
These fencers can effectively 
charge miles of fence when prop-

erly s!zed, installed and grounded. 
Low impedance works by limit­
ing the pulse to less than .0003 
seconds. This maintains effective 
voltage for animal control under 
much more adverse v:egetativf 
loads than earlier types -of fencers . 
Along with the low impedance 
fencers hi-tensil wire provides 
fencing which can be installed for 
less than half the cost of a barbed 
wire. Polywire or polytape can 
be used to provide low cost inte­
rior fences. A great deal of flexi­
bility is gained since these inte­
rior fences are rapidly installed 
and can be readily relocated. 

Water location plays in Im­
portant role on grazing patterns. 
The closer the water supply the 
better the pasture utilization. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY 1 , 1995 TO JUNE 30, 1996 

IM BUDGET 

~994 -1995 Allocation 
Suoc lemental . . . . 
Total Allccation . . . 
Com~issione~ ~xoenses . 
o:fice Su =ul i es- and Ex;;e:1ses 
~.et.ur:~.ed tO Stace. . ~ 

2 , 00.00 
1, 00.00 
3, 00.00 
1, 73 . 70 
1 , 90.36 

- 5 5 . 94 

II!M BUDGET COST-SFJffiE PROGRAM 

1995-1996 Al~ccation 
Suoolemental . . 
Tctal Allcca~ ior. 
Scent . . . . 
obl igated .. 
C'nobligated . 

:994-1995 Allocation 
Sl.!Dolemental . 
Tctal Allocation 
Scer:t. . .. 
Obligated. 

REAP PRACTICES 

lS96 Allocaticn. 
Soent .. . 
cbligat:~d. 
~eturned io State. 

REAP FORESTRY / NATIVE GRASSES 

:996 Allocation .. 
S-cent .. . .. . . 
Obligated. . . . . 
~eturned To State. 

$ 3 4,4 53 . 00 
9,500 .00 

48,6 6 3 .00 
19,57 3. 73 
16,436 .00 

s 1_2, 65 3 . 27 

s 4. 53 . 0 
7' 30. 0 
l , S3. 0 
4. 5 3. 0 
7. 30. 0 

S ll,53S. O:J 
5,2 0 0 . 57 
5, 055.12 

27j_ . 31 

s 7,820.00 
2,2C4.l3 
4,809.50 

s 806 . 37 

ORGANIC NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

1996 Allocation. 
Obligated .... 

s 16,566.00 
s 1 6. 56'6 . 00 

SYSTEM: GT®. 
GEOTIIERMAL HEATING, COOUNG &: WATER HEATING 

GAGE&GAGE 
PLUMBING 

609 Hwy. 150 S., West Union 

319/422--5691 

System: GT can save you money and 
conserve energy by collecting heat 
from the earth itself to heat your 
home and your water, and by 
reversing its heat moving process 
in the summer to cool your 
home. 

System: GT geothermal 
heating, cooling and water 
heating, is a year-round 
system that transfers -heat to 
or· from the ground or 
water to provide interior 
comfort. 

CaU us for more 
infonnation on 

· System: GT. 

1-800-292-8989 

When the distance livestock trav­
els to water exceeds six to' eight 
hundred feet pasture utilization 
and manure distribution decrease. 
Several innovative options for 
watering livestock in grazing sys­
tems have been developed. -

lowing the pasture adequate time 
for regrowth between A grazing 
events. Total pasture production 
often will increase 25%. Along 
with the increased production 
utilization will increase depend­
ing upon the grazing duration. A 
continuously grazed pasture will 
have a utilization rate of around 
35% of the available forage being 

consumed. This can be increased 
up to 70% for intense rotations 
with daily moves. 

With adequate fencing and wa­
ter to each pasture, production 

· and utilization is increased by al-

Cost · share programs are 
available to develop pasture sys­
tems. Contact your local NRCS 
office at 568-2~46 to set up an 
appointment to develop a pasture 
improvement plan or to get addi­
tional information. _ 

GRANGER CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
• EARTH MOVING • WATERWAYS • 

• PONDS • ROCK HAULING • 
----

.ALL .TYPES OF EXCAVATION • 

JIM & CAM GRANGER 
(319) 422-3127 (319) 422-6141 

-Custom Vinyl Lettering & Graphics for: 

Signs • Banners 
Semis • · · Boats 

Snowmobiles 
Racecars 

Magnetic Signs · 

Pir)striping & 
Automobile Graphics 

Are .there conservation 
plans in your future? 
Whateve~ your plans might be 
ta improve the environmental 
quality on your farm - more 
stripcropping or buffer strips, 
or the purchase of 
conservation tillage 
equipment, the ag lenders at 
1st National Bank are here to 
assist you with your 
financiatpjanning. 

From short-term loans to lifelong financial support, we'd like 
to be your financial lender. 

First National Bank 
IAJo.-.f.ip.iAJ'Da:U..... 

\lS~ 
3 Convenient Locations ll ~\0 
Wut Union St. Lucas <:;,0 

Main Dank Drive·in Dank SL Lucas · ....;, 
liS N. Vine Highway I& W. Branch Office 

422-38113 422-3883 778-2297 

Member F.D.I.C. Each Dcpooilor lnsur<d to $100,000.00. i:DI 


