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Mystical hilis touch Bob Romeo's soul;

$4,000,000 easement preserves them

By Dorathea Rebecca
Graham, Quad County
Conservation News

He liked to hunt around the
timbers and the edges of the
fields near Boys Town when
he was a boy. He remembers
west Omaha when it wasn't
even Omaha or a stylish ad-
dress, but simply farms and
trees, with deer and other
critters and brush and fence
rows rife with pheasant and
quail.

Then Bob Romeo, the city
dweller who loved the land,
bought a farm in the Honey
Creek, lowa area. It was a
small farm and it was for sale
by sealed bid. His was the
highest. Now, he had to fig-

"He showed me a
fence...a few inches of
being covered. That's

: "
erosion,’ he told me.

--Bob Romeo,
Landawner

ure out what to do with it. He
called the Pottawattamie
County Soil and Water
Conservation District office
and Bill Hammitt, (then dis-
trict conservationist) and
asked him to come look at his

50 acre farm.
"He showed me a fence on

the property that was within a
few inches of being com-
pletely covered by soil.
‘That's erosion,’ he told me.
Coming from the city, I had
no idea what erosion looked
like." Hammitt helped him
make up a conservation plan.

Not only did he learn about

ROMEO 4

il

Harrison County NRCS District Conserva
landowner Bob Romeo explains plan for

on his Honey Creek farm.
Quad County News/Petle Graham
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tionist Russ Kurth (left) looks on as
$4 000,000 conservation easement

® Avoca's Jim and Pat Sievers
I N s I D E build a pond, conserve habitat

SEE PAGE FIVE




In partnership with the lan

By Lynna Miller
Crawford County Soil
Conservation Technician

Perhaps more than any other
state, lowa 1s land; great
rolling reaches of it, blunt as a
workboot, fine textured as
Japanese paper. Georgia has
its piedmont, Arizona its rock
desert, but lowa has, Iowa is,
land. Everything that grows
on 1t gratefully pushes roots
into its dark soil; everything
that humans build on it casts
small shadows across its great
presence. Land is to lowa as
walter 1s to the sea, the one es-
sential thing.

Drake Hokanson, author of
that statement, surely knew
what he was talking about.

Indeed our "lowa "land is the
‘one essential thing." Our
lives, especially those of the
farmer, daily revolves around
the land, literally depend on
the soil. How fertile or poor.
How wet or dry. How steep
or flat.

S0, quite naturally, most
farmers are also conservation-
1sts, That term probably has
several individual meanings
because of the mere fact that it
IS S0 many practices and hap-
pens at so many levels.
Conservation, as defined in
the American Heritage Desk
Dictionary, is "the controlled
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* Terracing
» Conservation Work
* Tree Cleaning

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION

32527 270th Street - Neola, lowa 51559
Shop: 712-566-2475
Home: 712-485-2493

« Dams
* Dirt Work
« Site Grading

DUNLAP

Offers a full line of products
and services

* Feed - Fertilizer - Chemicals
* Fencing Supplies & Repairs
* Custom Application & Grinding
*Gas & Diesel Fuel Delivery
*0Oil & Grease Products
*Tires - Batteries - Parts
*Vehicle Service Work
* Grain Marketing - Storage
*Fencing supplies-repairs
*Custom application & grinding
‘Gas & diesel fuel delivery
*0il and grease products
‘Tires-batteries-parts
*Vehicle service work
*Grain marketing-storage
* Drying & Hauling
- On-The-Farm Tire Repair
« Many Other Services

Elevator (712) 643-5342
Shop (712) 643-5993

'l..‘

Ken Hekter
Construction

All types of
conservation work:
general earth

moving.
29480 Delta Avenue
McClelland, |A 51548-
6110

712-487-3167

Your past and future
business is appreciated.

QCCN-Spring, 2001-PAGE 2 |

The Backhaus' have had no-till yield test plots for the lowa Crop
Improvement Association's lowa Crop Performance Test for
several years now. Rod notes that they are one of three farms in
district 4 that provides crop yield data specifically for no-till. “This is
an excellent source of information for those producers selecting
NT hybrids,” he says. You can find this info by going to
HYPERLINK http://www_iastate edu/ www.iastate.edu/ . Then
select the following options: departments, agriculture, Extension,
ISU Extension, Publications, Crop Yield Tests, and finally lowa
Crop Performances. It you don't have Internet access, this
information is also available through the local extension office.

Quad County Conservation News
Missouri Valley, lowa 51555

Published quarterly by the Harrison, Shelby, East and West
Pottawattamie, and Crawford County Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, in cooperation with the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NACS). The newsletter s printed at the Enterprise Publishing
Co., Blair, Nebraska, and mailed to subscribers from the U.S. Post
Office in Council Bluffs, lowa. All editorial and advertising inquiries
should be addressed to the co-editors at the address below.
Subscription inquiries, problems should be addressed to the Harrison
County Soil & Water Conservation District office, 715 N. 2nd Ave.,
Logan, IA 51546. 712-644-2210

Peter H. Graham
Dorathea R. Graham
Co-editors
415 N, 4th Street, Missouri Valley, IA 51555

712-642-4686 — FAX 712-642-4595 farming41(@aol.com

LARSEN & SON CONSTRUCTION ETD.

TERRACES
BULLDOZLING
i/ GENFRAL EARTH WORK
EXCAVATOR &
SCRAPER WORK

Eric Larsen Darald Larsen
AEnYic, lowa S0022 Walnut, lowa 51577
T12-243-790% T12-T84-3458

SWAIN REALTY

Randy Pryor - Broker, Auctioneer
Phone 712-647-2912 or 712-644-7610

Selling all types of real estate,

farm equipment, antiques, and more.
Consignment farm equipment auction four times
yearly. One mile south of Woodbine on Highway

= RS

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Denison
Livestock

The Denison Livestock Auction

is proud to be a part of the
best soil conservation prac-
tice around, raising and
feeding cattle. See us for all
your auction needs.

Sales every Saturday moming.

501 N 9th, Denison
Phone: (712) 263-3149




Shelby NRCS/SWCD

2519 Southwest Ave., Harlan, 51537-2331

Ph. 712-755-2417 - FAX 712-755-2381
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Lynn Petersen farm is Composting Central in Shelby County

By Dorathea Rebecca tree leaves, etc) wood chips
Graham, Quad County and cattle manure." The com-
Conservation News post piles are maintained on

his traditional farm near EIk
Horn, Iowa, and at another
site.,

The correct carbon to nitro-
gen ratio needs to be estab-
lished when the piles are con-
structed.

"“These feed

Lynn A. Petersen is deep
into composting. For anyone
that doesn't know what com-
posting 1S, Lynn explains:
"Composting is a process by
which organic matter is de-
composed to humus.”

He goes on to say: "Organic
matter, (such as) feed stock
used on my farm are mostly
old hay, yard waste (grass,

stocks are

inoculated with a compost
starter when a "window" 1s
made. Temperature is moni-

5T W T Tl = B e ] -
oy AT
‘L 1

tored regularly with a compost
thermometer. The piles are
turned or stirred to regulate
temperature and to admit oxy-
gen to the center of the pile.
Temperatures should not ex-
ceed 150 to 155 degrees F.
Aerobic microbes need oxy-
gen just as humans do, thus
the need to stir or turn the
piles often for the first 30 to
40 days of the decomposing
process. If the piles are kept
aerobic throughout the pro-

L

Lynn Petersen maintains a variety of carefully balanced, turned compost heaps on his farm for

commercial and home use.
Quad County News/Pete Graham

See Us For All
Your Agricultural
Banking Needs

WELLS

FARGO

1109 W. Broadway
Denison, Iowa 51442
712-263-1900

&S |

CALL TODAY!
Sorensen Equipment Co.

cess, a higher quality product the piles and sent to Agri
will be produced in the end.  Energy Resources for an anal-

"A sample of the finished PETERSEN 8

product is taken from most of

'PROVIDING SOLUTIONS
FOR OVER 80 YEARS.
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TR T A
Farm Grain Bins "}
° Sheltersv.rs!ans
e Bulk Feed Bins
e Poly Sort Panels
o Feeding Stalls
o Flex Feed Systems

e Gestation and Finish Units
 Wrangler Line Horse Stalls
* Big “0” Poly Hog Feeders
¢ Hay Feeders and Gates

e And more!

Woodbine
Farm Supply

521 Walker St
Woodbine, 1A
51579
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The New KINZE® EVOLUTION SERIES Row Unit.
lotally redesigned for longer fife, simplified adjustments

smoather, more dependable operation. NEW! Load-equalizing
leplivgauge wheels for ed placement, even in heavy
residue or rugged planting conditions. NEW! Seed hopper design
h Wwith 18% more capacity (1.9 bu)

can :,“‘.,"_l":l:' i

3600 Twin-Line®

For loday's bigger, more diversified

progducers. Transports as narrow as 11° 2"
Sizes from 8 Row W to 16 Row N. with
Interplant® or liquid/dry fertilizer options

Highway 59
Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-2455
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Romeo conservation easement

erosion, but he learned about
terracing, and putting erosion
control structures in the gul-
lies to stop erosion of the
banks. He even filled 1n a
ravine. He jokingly told Russ
Kurth, District Conserva-
tionist for Harrison County
NRCS that he had put in
terraces where he wasn't sup-
posed to put in terraces.

But once it was done, he
looked out over the land, over
the beautiful vista, the "mysu-
cal” call of the Loess Hills
settling on his soul and he
knew he could not let what
happened to all that land he
had hunted as a boy, and
watched bulldozed for
houses, happen to his land, to
the hills he'd come to love.

This time the advice came
from Tim Sproul, executive
director of the Harrison
County Conservation Board.
Sproul walked the land with
Bob 15 years after Bill Ham-
mitt had, and this time the
advice was not to build any
more conservation projects
but to protect the land long-
term with a conservation ease-
ment.

This was not as easy as it
may seem. First, he had to
have the land surveyed and
divided up into building lots
and have those lots (159 of
them) assigned a value. In this
case, the farmland, timber and
native prairie, which com-
prises 500 acres in Harrison
County and 250 in Pot-

tawattamie County, was
valued at approximately
$4,000,000. Then the value

of the land used as farmland
and pasture, access roads and
prairi¢ and 13 building lots re-
served for development by
family members, heirs, or
future owners, was deducted.
The difference will be taken as
a tax deduction, which Bob
ruefully noted that his lawyer
also informed him, would, in
the case of such a large
amount, automatically trigger
an IRS audit. It's not all sun-
shine, no matter how good
your intentions are.

Bob set his easement up with
the Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation in Des Moines,
which transferred it to the
Harrison County Conser-
vation Board. Bruce Moun-
tain, speaking for the Foun-
dation, stated that for a
conservation easement to be
accepted, it must be turned
over to a conservation board
or foundation for yearly
oversight. The Foundation, in
this case, felt the Harrison
County Conservation Board
was closer to the land and
could more easily oversee the
annual required inspection.

Mountain said that there
were two kinds of conserva-
tion easements, one for con-
servation and one for taxes.
The one for conservation,
such as the Rocking R Farms,
Inc. (the company that Bob
Romeo founded to hold the

FIRST NATIONAL
BANK OF LOGAN

Logan, lowa
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Serving the area since 1888
Capital - accounts over $3,500,000

Member FDIC

(712)644-2310

continued from page 1
land) is set up to keep the land
from being sold to builders
and to keep conservation steps
taken by the corporation from
being undone by future own-
ers, such as the planting over
of natural prairie, destruction
of terraces or other conserva-
tion projects such as buffer
strips in order to put more
land into production.

Mountain also said there
were tax easements. He said
you could keep your land safe
from anything as wild as kan-
garoo hunting to protecting
one pine tree while building
100 houses around it. But if
you are serious about keeping
your land agricultural, with
the conservation projects in
place that you have put there
and to have it put to the use
you envisioned, then consider
getting a conservation ease-
ment.

Bob Romeo made one fur-
ther point. He has donated
$10,000, plus two percent of
the value of any of the 13 lots
held aside for development to
the Harrison County Conser-
vation board to be used to
defend the easement against
any future lawsuits. He said
that the money could end up
being used to defend the land
against some future heir of
his, but he doesn't care. He
said there is no agreement or
contract or legal document that
can be drawn up that some
lawyer somewhere, some-
time, will not think he can un-
ravel.

The farmed portion of the
750 acre tract is usually
planted to corn and soybeans.
There is some pasture for

horses. The rest i1s timber and
there is 100 acres of mostly
virgin prairie. The prairie has
been burned off several times
to bring out the native grasses
and plants, which includes a
rare prickly pear cactus and
some 45 other species.

Bob started working for his
father, Don, when he was
sixteen. Don was founder and
owner of Don Romeo
Agency, the original "Romeo
Entertainment,” a widely
noted booking agency for
major entertainment for fairs
and festivals. His Dad, how-
ever, insisted that he go to
college, before coming into
the business fulltime. So the
Creighton Prep graduate went
to the guidance counselors at
the University of Omaha (now
UNO) and asked what degree
took the shortest amount of
time. They told him "fire
engineer and arson in-
vestigator." So that's what he
took, graduating in 1978,
three years after high school.
Then he went into business
with his father.

He designed one of the first
retractable stages, while
working with his Dad, for
outdoor concerts and founded
Four Star Productions in
1976, handling production for

outdoor shows.
He bought the Don Romeo

Agency from his Dad in 1989,

Bob is now President of
Romeo Entertainment Group,
a TBA Entertainment Com-
pany, which purchased
Romeo Entertainment last
year. It has offices in Omabha.
Bob now works out of a
large, rustic office complex
just west of Crescent, lowa.

Bob has booked shows for
over 20 years. He is an inte-
gral part of the Country Music
Industry, and has expanded
Romeo Entertainment Group
into one of the biggest and
most powerful entertainment
promoting and booking agen-
cies in the country. Many of
the most successful shows
have been born of his creative
ideas, including touring two
headliners together from dif-
ferent walks of music such as
"Alabama" and the "Doobie
Brothers."

Career highlights include:
1993 CMA Country Music |
Association/SRO Talent Buy-
er of the Year; 1997 ACM |
Academy of Country Music
Talent Buyer of the Year and
formerly: Board of Directors
(CMA Country Music Assoc-
jation President (EBA) Inter-
national Entertainment Buyers
Association.

Bob is married to Amy and
he has four children: Dominic,
who is the oldest, "R.J.."
Michelle and Michael.

MIKE WELLMAN
WALTER WELLMAN

PHONE: 485-2416

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS

BOX 39 « NEOLA, IA 51559

B

712-485-2431

Bulldnzmg Terracing * Building Site Grading
« Clearing * All Kinds of Dirt Work
» Hauling Rock, Sand, Dirt & Asphalt

Neola, IA

712-485-2094
26966 Major Avenue * Neola, |A 51559-6046

m@m@aﬁfm

‘Conservation work of all kinds!
Walt, Gary and Tony

ID# - 42-1388871

712-488-3843

| VANDEMARK |

HEATING,
COOLING,
PLUMBING

FURNACES, HEAT
PUMPS, AIR
CONDITIONING, WATER
HEATER SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION,
PLUMBING

Check out our service
agreements and save $$§!
Free Estimates!

WOODBINE

712-647-2627 _|
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Thoughts on spring planting, 2001 How do you go about

By Leslie Cleveland, Coop employee

As I write this on the last day of February, the outside temperature is eleven degrees and b“ild i ng a pond? ASk

sncﬁw covers the ground. Everyone is complaining about how hard this winter has been.
ut March is here and spring is definitely just around the corner--it may even happen i p WCD

overnight. If that turns out té}bc %hc case, huw?xfrll[ you, as a producer, get the};ﬂantmg dﬂﬁe” JI m s I eve rs a nd S

Do you feel the need to run over the ground with a disk to work residue in? Last year we used to

figure that as a six-dollar per acre farm expense item. Increased fuel prices may make that By Dorathea Rebecca registered nurse, bought the

number too low. Would a field cultivator that can handle crop residue work just as well? It Graham, Quad County approximately 70 acre farm,

would take less field time and would be less expensive to operate. Cansen—*;m'ﬁn News where they had the pond dug

: : 1 e : i ot _
Reports tell us that we are in a dry cycle. Would it be best not to stir the soil at all? A no-till When he walked into the out last January. The three

system that disturbs very little residue would keep that precious moisture from evaporating. It :
would also eliminate the expense of going over the ground with a disk or field cultivator. East Pottawattamie office of staff members who worked

Yes, the ground will not warm up as quickly; but have patience. The seed will sprout and the 'NRCS- Jim Sievers on the project were: Denise
grow. Just keep in mind that there's moisture there to sustain it into early summer. How are you wasn't sure what kind of help Ml"_eh a federal technician,
going to fight the weeds? I had a local farmer in the other day that said he had tried no-till several * that they could offer: maybe Clair _ fkcker, the ~ state
years ago and it didn't work. This year he's going back to no-till because of the new improved some cost share on the pond technician and Michelle
herbicides. They are more farmer friendly and do a better job of controlling weeds. he wanted to build? Zimmerman, a county

As you make your tillage decisions for this spring, please take these things into consideration. Jim, owner of Sievers resource planner. They

Plumbing Corporation in
[ Avoca and his wife Pat, a SIEVERS 9
Blair dozer|| ~ N ¢ Rick
rxg IDWESTAG  Kelly Summy. AFM - Larsen
resiaen
. ERVICES, INC  715)353.5353 | Construction,
*Farm Management = Terraces * Waterways * Clearing
*Farm Appraisal * Building Sites * General Earthwork
f \ *Farm Sales / » 20 Years Experience * References Upon Request
| * Free Estimates
% 500 W. Broadway*PO Box 845* Council Bluffs, LA. 51502-0845 401 Mill Street, P.O. Box 75 Home (712) 769-2360
backhoe Lewis, lowa 51544 Mobile (712) 254-2360
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Partnership

use and systematic protection
of natural resources."

A commendable undertaking
in the eyes of most when you
consider all the variables that
are ultimately included in that
process. However, Dennis,
Rodney and Jerry Backhaus,

father and son(s) farmers of

rural Vail, feel that their No-
Till farming system has taken
conservation one step further.
They've seen first hand how
No-Till not only "protects” the
soil, but is also capable of re-
building It

continued from page 2

In 1984, son Rodney came
home from college with a new
idea: No-Till. Dad, Denny
had been farming since the
mid 1960s, and although they
had been practicing minimum
tillage since 1982, this was
still a new concept.

According to Denny, his dad
Harry didn’t think much of
the idea at all. They didn't
have near the equipment,
herbicide, or seed varieties
available back then that they
do now, but they went ahead
and tried it. A field here and

SUCROSCO SEEDS

353 MAIN STREET MANILLA, IA 51454
(800) 410-7333

206 Carter Street
Irwin IA 51446

Phone: (712) 782-3294
Cell: (712) 254-0080

KASPERBAUER

DISTRICT SALES MANAGER

FOR ALL YOUR SEED NEEDS

DENNY

JOHN DEERE
165- TO 235-HP 8000 TEN
SERIES TRACTORS

<

WCROP PROS

On Wheels or Tracks

w

High Lft capaaity, up
to 15,650 pounds an
most models

» Responsive steering

system lets you feather in
minar corrections or make

super-straight rows

» Fingertp tractor cont 1ols

» Exclusive new Automatic

PowerShill optumnizes

transmission gear
sojection

» New hitch dampening
improves transport stability
and nde quality

» New Hitch Slip Command
compensates for changing
track- or wheel-slip
oonditions

» Unobstructed visibility

Warner Implement

Woodbine, T12-647-2702 or
1-800-369-2703

i) Missouri Valley, 712-642-4117 or
1-800-999-0568

Crawford NRCS/SWCD

141 N 7th St, Denison 51442

there at first, then entire
farms. It wasn't long before
all of them, even grandpa,
were believers. "Dad backs
No-Till 110 percent now!,"
adds Denny with a smile.

Rodney admits that the
biggest reason they started
No-Till was for the fuel and
soil savings but soon found
that soil health improved
along with infiltration rates.
The big rains in the 90's were
the true test. "We had very
little runoff , Rodney says,

"while neighbors had terraces
break--the soil just becomes a
better sponge.”

They credit the better soil
permeability to higher
earthworm populations, and
the increased organic matter.

What about farmers just get-
ting started in No-Till? Denny
notes that there seemed 1o be
an increase in no-till this
spring just because of the
moisture shortage but thinks
most will probably go back to
what they were doing before

All Types of Dirt Work

PLAMBECK
CONSTRUCTION

Terracing * Clearing * Dams * Landscaping
Waterways * Basement Digging * Skid Loader
Bobcat for Rent or Hire *tBackhoe Work

WILLIAM

Persia, IA (712) 488-7853

“A good neighbor
to bankon”

;}%{u

Native Grass Seeds - Wildflowers - Custom Seed Cleaning

Heyne Custom

Seed Services

Bruce A. Heyne, Owner

26420 510th Street - Walnut, lowa 515774110
Telephone: (712)784-3454 Fax: (712)784-2030 Mobile: (712)249-0227
e-mail: HEYNESEEDS@netins.net
Homepage: http:/www.netins.net/showcase/bluestem/.index.html

gLl

21 N. Main Member FDIC
' Denison, 1A 51442 Equal Opportunity Lender
— (712) 263-5685 E-mail: CCTSB@imonetnet

CALL US

ALL X(

1-4_Ir‘ ;—:‘ ; .
L] 4 f
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£

Ph. 712-263-4123 Fx. 712-263-5918

already next year. "You need
to change your whole frame
of mind and stick to it (no- |
till) if you want it to work," |
says Rodney. When you're
starting from scratch, there
may be some problems as
your soil makes the transition,

"They shouldn’t give up
right away,” Dennis says, and
adds, "(you've) gotta give it
five years, then you'll start to
see the real benefits." He
realizes that farmers can't
afford crop failures during
these tight economic times but
notes several advantages that
have recently developed for
the no-ull farmer.

These include better
herbicides and insecticides,
genetically engineered seed
varieties, improved planters
and equipment, and recent
high fuel prices also make it
look more attractive. “Most
of the problems associated
with no-till, can be managed,;
even more so once youve
done it a few years," Denny
said:

The Backhaus' have also
found a way to work livestock
into their program. The 5500
head of hogs they send to
market every year, produce
approximately 700,000 gal-
lons of liquid manure, all of
which is utilized as fertilizer.
The manure goes on
cornstalks rather than bean
stubble and is broadcast rather
than injected or incorporated.
The reasoning here being that
soybeans utilize manure quite
well and the cornstalks limit
runoff since the manure isn't
incorporated. (Note that
incorporation would be
equivalent to tillage.) "We
spread when the soil is dry or
frozen to minimize compac-
tion," says Dennis, "and, we
manage our application ac-
cording to phosphorous levels
instead of nitrogen. We have
enough acres available to us
that we can spread it pretty
thin. We'd prefer using the
liquid manure to commercial
fertilizer; with the increased
organic matter, the soil
becomes a better sponge."

Grid sampling has also been
incorporated with a GPS sys-
tem on their farms. Com-
mercial fertilizer, phos-
phorous, potassium (N-P-K)
and lime are all applied at
variable rates across the field.
"This has really evened out
the yield across the field. No-
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Re-elected Harrison County commissioners talk about future

Discuss goals for soil, water improvement

Three dedicated, long-time soil and water conservationists were re-¢lected in
Harrison County during last November's General Election, starting their new
terms in January, 2001. They are: Babetta Lucke, Zane McBride, and Anita
Mether. The three recently discussed their backgrounds and hopes for the future
for the Soil and Water Conservation District.

BABETTA LUCKE

Babetta Lucke, 62, of 3815 315th Street, Persia, has been a commissioner for
seven years.

She farms 980 acres with her husband Bill near Persia and lives just two miles
from where she was born and raised. The farm is planted to corn and soybeans,
and in earlier years they raised livestock. Conservation structures and practices
are in full use on their farm. The couple has four children, Kevin, Gay Lynn,
Craig, and Ann. Grandchildren are David and Bryan.

Babetta attended classes at Mercy Hospital in Council Bluffs, 1957-59 and
became a certified x-ray technician. She was employed in that capacity at Mercy
from 1964-1990. She worked part-time for awhile after retiring. Since
retirement, Babetta has been anything but retired, working with Bill in all
aspects of farming, and providing much service to her constituents through the
SWCD.

She said she began her SWCD career in March of 1994, when she received a
letter asking if she would be interested in becoming an assistant Comimissioner.
She was elected as commissioner in November of 1994, replacing Doyle
Knadle, who had chosen not to run for re-election. "I thought I could learn a lot
about water quality, one of my important issues, and help make it better for our
children and adults, as well,” Babetta noted. She has learned a great deal more
and today she oversees maintenance for Harrison County structures in the
Mosquito Creek Watershed, personally clearing away brush and performing
other chores. She is the regional director of Region 5 of Conservation Districts
of lowa, which includes 10 districts. She has served as vice chairperson and 1s
currently chairperson for the district, a position she has filled since 1997.

Babetta's goals for the Harrison County District are to maintain and improve
the quality of soil and water resources, and be an advocate for terracing and no-
till operations on the county's farms.

ZANE MCBRIDE

Zane McBride, 77, resides at 323 N. 4th Avenue, Logan, but 1s a hife-long
farmer. He and his son, Kent, farm over 400 acres with corn and soybeans,
and keep some cattle in the warm months. Zane has been an assistant
commissioner and commissioner for 29 years.

He and his wife, Alverna, married since 1956, have two sons, Kent and
Karol. Grandchildren include: Gary and Teresa (Kent), and Valeria and Angia
(Karol).

In addition to his SWCD duties, Zane is known far and wide for his 36 years
of work for the Harrison County Fair as a member of its Board of Directors. He
is also known for his ready wit and "zany" sense of humor.

Asked why he has spent so many years working for betterment of the county’s
soil and water resources, Zane said: "I suppose I just want to leave the place a
better one than it was when I started. The Harmony Creek Watershed project
was one of the first in lowa, and my farm is in it. I'm proud of that!"

Zane said his goals for the district include continuing to have an excellent
office, good personnel, and a great working relationship with the NRCS, all of
which he said are in place today.

He is currently active in getting some structures completed in the Harris-Grove
Watershed. Zane has served many times as contracting officer in the Mosquito
Creek and Mill-Picayune Creek Watersheds.

ANITA METHER

Anita Mether, 43, resides with her family at 2030 Laredo, rural Logan, where
she and husband, Curt, oversee the operations of their 1,000 acres of farmland,
which is located near Mondamin, Magnolia, and Moorhead. The Methers plant
corn and soybeans and raise "a few 4-H lambs." The couple has three children,
Lynn, Jennifer, and Michelle.

Anita has been a commissioner for four years, and ran for another four-year
term in November. She was an assistant commissioner for three years prior to
that. Zane McBride "talked her into it" originally, because he believed she was
dedicated to the SWCD's mission and goals. "Curt and I are no-till buffs,
having utilized the method since the 1980s, and I like to talk it up wherever I
go," she said.

Her goals for the district include getting more farmers to use no-till, and she
and Curt are interested in building up carbon sequestration in the soil through

_.--_'ﬂ" '

Anita Mether, Zane McBride and Babetta Lucke talk conservation
at the SWCD office in Logan. Quad County News/Pete Graham

no-till. "That's a long-term thing," she stated. Carbon sequestration is when
farmers use methods that trap carbon from the atmosphere in their soils,
offsetting carbon released by heavy industry and power generation, If farmers
can sequester enough carbon they could not only enrich their own soil, but help
cut pollution around the world. Soil conservation 1s a key 1ssue for Anita.

Anita's other activities center around this declaration: "I'm a mom." She helps
with her children's school and sports activities, with one proviso--no spring or
summer sports. "We're just too busy farming for that." She helps a lot at the
Logan Christian Church, and is known as the "video lady," because she helps
kids to check out Christian videos from the church. She also plays piano and is
superintendent of the primary Sunday School department, and assistant
chairman of the Worship Committee. She still helps with 4-H, but no longer
has time to be a leader.

Anita briefly involved herself in politics some years back when she ran for
County Recorder as a Republican. She currently has no political ambitions, but
does not rule it out in the future.

Anita's husband, Curt, served on the Harnson County Corn Growers Board
for a number of years, and remains a member of the Harrison County Fair
Board.

BOHLAMAXNN

L icorvoric

Bohlmann, Inc. supports your

conservation efforts.
Remember Bohlmann, Inc. for all your livestock
watering needs. Also see our speciality line of benches,
tables, planters and mailboxes.

NRCS

USDA
e

Bohlmann, Inc.
PO Box 369

East Highway 30,
Yellow Smoke Rd
Denison, la, 51442

phone: 712-263-3743

Wats No. 1-800-325-2380
E-mail: bohlmann(@frontiernet net
www.bohimann.com
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Petersen composting

continued from page 3

ysis report before it's sold or
used on our farm. Most of the
finished compost is spread
with a modified lime spreader.

I built an agitator in the
center of the box above the
web to keep material flowing
onto the web and out the back
to the two hydraulic spin-

.| ners,"” Lynn said.

Lynn is a dealer for Agri

WA, = i
¥ Energy Resources, Princeton,

Lynn Petersen checks temperature of his newes! compost heap,
something that is carefully monitored. Quad County News/Pete Graham
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Grid mapping is one of modern farming's most
important new technologies. And no one knows how to
make it pay off for your farming operation better than
your local FS Crop Specialist. Using the FS GREEN
PLAN®, he'll help you to analyze vital cropping data —
from soil sampling to yield monitoring - in order to
provide you with accurate, site-specific
recommendations. Give your FS Crop Specialist a call
today, and start charting your course toward optimum
yield and maximum profits.

Agriland FS Inc.

Logan 644-2620 » Avoca 343-6386 * Harlan 755-5141
Underwood 566-2313 « Griswold 778-2134
Malvern 624-8612 » Audubon 563-2675

d 1L. Agn Energy manufactures

biological fertilizer products

Peaf for agricultural uses, Lynn re-
il ceived some training in com-

posting from Midwest Bio-
systems a4 few years ago in

Tampico, IL

Lynn 1s also involved in the
carbon sequesterization, the
process in which farmers trap
carbon dioxide emissions
from such sources as Canad-
1an power plants, in their soil.
According to The Des Moines

8 Register, "Polluting Canadian

utilities want to pay lowa

B farmers to cut carbon dioxide
d emissions for them.

"Under the exchange, lowa
farmers could earn as much as
$100 million by keeping car-
bon dioxide out of the atmo-
sphere, said Greg Lewis,
president and owner of
Cquest LTD. Of West Des
Moines.

"Emissions of carbon diox-
ide and other gases have been
blamed for contributing to
global warming. The buildup
of the gases creates what is
known as the greenhouse ef-
fect by trapping the sun's heat

= %
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close to Earth.

"The Canadians' plan would
allow farmers to earn carbon
emission reduction credits by
tying up carbon in their soil
and keeping it out of the at-
mosphere. A utilities consor-
tium would purchase the car-
bon credits from lowans be-
cause the utilities want to off-
set their own carbon dioxide
emissions, said Steven Grif-
fin, vice president for strategic
development at IGF Insurance
Co. of Des Moines."

Lynn is a third generation
tarmer in Clay Township,
Shelby, County. Lynn and
Joyce, his wife, have three
children, a son Brian, who
lives in Rochester, MN; is an
engineer and who also has a
large organic garden. He sells
his produce at a Farmers
Market on Saturday morn-
1ngs.

Kimberly, his daughter, is
married and lives at Eldora
and Kevin lives on one of
their farms at Walnut, where
he has a tree trimming and
yard and garden business. He
brings a lot of wood chips to
the compost piles from his
tree chipper.

Lynn grew up on this Clay
Township farm and went to a
country school near there. He
graduated from Elk Horn
High School and was a me-
chanic for 10 years in Los
Angeles and Denver and other
places before joining the
U.S.Army in 1956. He was
honorably discharged in 1958
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Without the farmers wh
strive to conserve our land
and its resources, we could

not do business!

We thank them for
their efforts!

BUNGE
CORPORATION

19560 Bunge Avenue * Council Bluffs, lowa 51503

712-366-3600

800-373-0036

and moved back to Iowa in
1965. Joyce is from Des
Moines and graduated from
Roosevelt High School there.
Elk Horn residents have
been "educated” by Lynn and
by his friend, the Mayor of
Elk Horn, Howard Sorensen,
a man he grew up with, not to
put plastic in with the yard
waste they bring to Lynn. "I
get most of Elk Horn's yard
waste,” says Lynn. That ac-
counts for about 700 house- |
holds, according to the latest |
census. Lynn uses the humus
on his land and what he does-
n't use he sells back to the
community for their lawns
and gardens. .
The Clay Township farm is |
290 acres, planted to corn,
soybeans, and alfalfa. Lynn
also has 99 head of feed cattle
right now. While he feels he
should be "semi-retired,” the
changing times in agriculture
keep him interested and his
commitment to the science of
composting brings new chal-
lenges daily.

Change of address??
Please notify us!
Want to receive the
newsletter if you are

not? Let us know! |
Write to 715 N. 2nd Ave., |
Logan, IA 51546 )

1366 Osage Trail
Woodbine, IA 51579
712-647-3055

e
e
\:ﬁwannual I
1st Tuesday in I':«#

CONSTRUCTION

i
|
i

CONSERVATION
OF ALL KINDS

SOIL |

GERALD L. RING

Neola, lowa 51559 |
Shop: 712-485-2247
Home: 712-485-2022 |




Sievers builds pond

provided survey, design and
technical assistance,

*The unique thing," they
agreed, "is that Jim was
willing to provide wildlife
habitat. He was concerned
about fish and wildlife habitat,
whereas most land owners are
concerned with just water
conservation and livestock
watering.”

The four acre pond was pul
in this summer. It will fill
from an 80 watershed and
stream, which, because of the
dry year, had no water

The actual digging of the
pond was done by Larson and
Son from Walnut, It took
about two weeks and they

brought in a couple of
bulldozers and a large
backhoe.

On an island in the center of
the pond, Jim and friends of

| his and Pat’s, planted Cedar

rees. He put in goose nests
on the island so predators
couldn’t get at the eggs, and
put in fish habitats. He hopes
to attract deer, pheasant,

turkey, and quail. The grass

continued from page 5
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In addition to the pond, the
Sievers are being helped by
the NRCS with a three year
project to put in a field
windbreak., That project has
begun already. Jim and
friends are planting blue
spruce and black hill spruce.

The Jim and Pat Sievers
Farm, as it is called, 1s corn
and soybean based with some
pasture and timber. Edna and
Les Thompson, the previous
owners, planted some fruit
trees and some shrubs and
flowers.

Jim and Pat have been
married for 26 years. They
have one son, Shane, and his
new wife Carrie. Shane has
graduated from the University
of Northern lowa. They also
have two daughters, Allison,
who also attended the
University of Northern lowa
and graduated in December;
(she plans to attend graduate
school), and Andrea, who is

in her last year at lowa and will graduate in May.

Denise Miller, Federal technician from the East Pott. NRCS office, Jim and Fat Siever, and Michelle
Zimmerman, County Resource planner for the Consarvation District--near pond excavation.

Quad County News/Pele Graham

Western Community College
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on the island is a combination
|of brome, orchard, timothy
and rye. He plans to stock the
| pond with bass, bluegill and S
catfish.

OAKLAND
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Your full service

i Visitors always welcom
' Purebred & Commerical
| Charolais Cattle

|-1]l Sale

hometown bank

501 Pioneer Ave
Oakland, IA 51560

:h each year 712-482-6457
fax: 712-482-3009 www.oaklandstatebank.com ENVIRONMENTALLY DRIVEN
HUSZ p— R
| . : : :
A new environmentally driven technology is
co:g;':‘:;c"-r‘lvo" evolving. It involves a new way of thinking about
= ‘) and managing your crops. It provides you the
| Need help WIth CRP . opportunity for long term profitability and

environmental stewardship for the land,
Itis AG-21.

Farm Service Company

4040 South Expressway
Council Bluffs, IA 51501

Then you need

DIVERSITY FARMS, INC

We specialize in CRP seeding, tree planting, mowing

ALLTYPES OF
CONSERVATION WORK
SITE GRADING

44214 |dlewood Road

and spraying maintenance. Serving all of western
l and central lowa.
Contact Jon Judson, owner,

for all your CRP needs.

e 323-7167
...825-3561
.825-3711
644-3038

.....5642-3939
. 485-2449

Counci Blulls.........c.coocivvees
Henderson.... ...

EOQRN i
Loveland. ..
Neola...........

Oakland, lowa . T et
LOWELL (BUTCH) HUSZ Seed and nursery Pacific Junction. ........... . . 622-8161
712-482-6852 stock available. 7T W T T 525-1155

T 25494 33068 S phone: 712-683-5555 Station......... R i .525-1122

IM HUSZ 9 L Fax: 712-683-5535 Treynor...................... 487-3223

Dedham, 1A 51440 Underwood............. S iviesine

712-484-3435

e-mail: dfarms@pionet.net

...586-2388
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Conservation officials from
the East Pottawattamie County
Soil & Water Conservation
District joined over 1700 lead-
ers from across the nation to
discuss natural resource con-
servation issues on private
land in America,

The 55th Annual Meeting
of the National Association
of Conservation Districts
(NACD) met from February 4
- 7 1n Fort Worth, TX. to set
policy, discuss key conserva-
tion issues, elect officers and
recognize national award win-
ners. The theme of the meet-
ing was "Bullish on Con-
servation."

Bemie Bolton, Vice Chair-
man of the Conservation
Districts of Iowa, and the
commissioners from East Pot-
tawattamie SWCD, brought
back new information and
ideas for the district. "While

East Pottawattamie NRCS/SWCD

our local conservation work
will help ensure continued
quality of life for our children
and future generations, we
have a responsibility to make
Sureé our conservation pro-
grams help our producers on
the land rernain economically
viable today," they said.

Bolton said they are work-
ing with local farmers, ranch-
ers and other landowners to
Improve conservation prac-
tices on the land that will ben-
efit water quality, clean air,
and wildlife habitat. For ex-
ample, districts have been
supporting the CRP buffer
initiative by helping to provide
an additional office staff per-
Son to promote the program to
local farmers.

The keynote speaker Bruce
Vincent challenged conserva-
tion officials to lead local dis-
Cussions on conservation is-

wl,
j idue

204 N Seventh St *Denison, IA 51442 «712-263-3157

FARM BUREAU
THE VOICE OF AGRICULTURE

Promoting Agriculture, Providing
Leadership Opportunites, Lobbying
to Protect Rural Interests

Harrison County Farm Bureau
115 N. 3rd Street « Logan, |A 51546 » 712-644-2701
East Pottawattamie Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 390 » Oakland, IA 51560 « 712-482-3496
West Pottawattamie Farm Bureau
110 E. Broadway + Council Bluffs, IA 51503 « 712-322-0251

Shelby County Farm Bureau

908 6th Street, Harlan, IA 51537 712-755-5145
l Crawford County Farm Bureau

Ave., Oakland, 51560-0217

East Pott. Conservation Leaders Atte

sues so that economic and
ecological choices can be in
harmony. He reminded them
that 50 million rural citizens in
America can have a strong
voice and should be offering
policy makers a reasonable,
practical approach to land
management decisions.

NACD President Rudy
Rice, who was succeeded by
Read Smith of Washington
State challenged the group to
reach out, listen, learn and
lead, and "never give up on
taking steps necessary to im-
prove the quality of life for all
Americans."

Pearlie Reed, chief of the
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, told the
conference attendees that "the
new administration under-
stands that farmers and ranch-
ers have to make a living be-
fore they can practice conser-
vation, and that USDA is
working to ensure that techni-
cal assistance is provided to
farmers and ranchers at the lo-
cal level."

Since the conference was
held in Fort Worth, known as
America's cow town, much of
the focus of the annual meet-
Ing was on economic and en-

Ph. 712-482-6408-FAX 712-582-3561

nd National Meeting in Fort Worth

vironmental challenges of
livestock grazing. Conser-
vation districts believe that
sustained yields and multiple
use of renewable natural re-
sources should be basic
principles of public and pri-
vate grazing land manage-
ment.

A special forum on carbon
sequestration and bioenergy
addressed what is becoming a
major emerging conservation
issue. Using plants to trap
carbon from the air may be a
way to help the environment
and financially reward Amer-
ica's farmers and ranchers.

Plants have the ability to trap
carbon both above and below
the ground, thus creating a
win-win situation in terms of
economics and conservation
for the farmer.

The East Pottawattamie
SWCD has been working
with landowners and other
interested parties since 1942
to provide natural resource
conservation protection and
technical assistance.

For more information con-
tact the district at 321 Oakland
Ave, Oakland, Ia., phone
712-482-6408,

Revolving loan program
for conservation practices

Your soil and water conser-
vation district has access to a
fund which provides loans at
no interest to eligible land-
owners for constructing
permanent soil conservation
practices.

In this program, eligible
landowners can borrow up to
$10,000 at no interest for
up to a ten-year period to
construct terraces and water
and sediment control basins.

: See us at
Dunlap Fertilizer
Company

for all of your fertilizer, |
chemical and seed needs. |

Your Fertilizer & Chemical Dealer
365 days a year!

We appreciate your business!

Dunlap Fertilizer:

Hwy. 37 West » Dunlap, lowa *
712-643-5822

=

Service Station”
[ |
|

To be eligible, a landowner
must be able to secure the
loan, and be capable of repay-
ing the loan in ten annual in-
stallments. Some restrictions
apply.

The district must submit a
list of names of interested
landowners to the Division of
Soil Conservation in April.
The exact date has not been
determined yet.

Once the Division has
received the requests from all
of the districts in Towa, it will
then divide the funds up

between all of the districts re-

questing loans.
If you would like to apply
for a no-interest loan or would |

like some more information, |

contact the soil and water con-

servation district in the county |

your land is 1n.

WALKER
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Legislators hear from locals at Oakland
informational meeting held in January

The East Pottawattamie Soil
and Water Conservation
District and the local Iowa
State University Extension
hosted an informational leg-
islative meeting in Oakland,
January 26.

The ISU Extension Council
asked 4-Her Tiffany Obecht
from QOakland to explain
SOFA (Speak Out For Agni-
culture). Brian Bentley from
rural Carson told about the Tn
County Steer Carcass Futurity
Program.

East Pottawattamie SWCD
Commissioner, Marlyn Von-
Weihe, spoke to the legis-
lators about District watershed
activities and the need for
additional erosion control
practices. Marlyn used the ex-
ample that one mile of terraces
can reduce erosion for that
J area being protected by ten
tons per acre or over 250 tons
of soil saved.

State Representative Jack
Drake, Senator Charles Gras-
sley's aide, Mary Ann
Hanusa, and State Represent-
ative Dick Weidman provided
budget proposal information
for the twenty-five people in
attendance.

The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA] prohibits
discrimination in its programs on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability. political beliefs
and marital or famillal status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all the
programs). Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for
communication of program information
[braille, large print, audiotape, ete.) should
ontact Lthe USDA Office of
—ommunications at (202] 720-5881
voice] or (202) 720-7B08 [TDD).

®

* Purina Chows
Receiving Chow

Cattle Liquid Supplements
Hay Starters & Supplements

Horse Chows

* Equipment
J & M Wagons
Peck Augers
Buffalo Scrapers
Sprayers & Parts

PURINA
CHOWS

l...____
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East Pottawattamie SWCD Commissioner Marlyn Von Weihe
addresses legislators on soil erosion and watershed activities.
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The Flower Barn

Shop for that special
gift for someone

ok
g

Stoneware = Potbellied Bears » Lawn Art
* Water Ponds and Plants « Jewelry
e Homemade Jellies and Jams

Il__

_l?lbnna & Barry Deuel

Located 2 miles east of Harlan Community High School

S

643-5360 674-3344

800-235-5360
®

* Fertilizers

Dry, Liquid & Ammonia
Custom Application
Soll Testing

* Western QLF
Liquids & Protein Tubs

*Livestock Equipment
Sioux Gates

Husky Feeders

Brock Bins

DUNLAPR IA DOWCITY,IA PANAMA,IA

*

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc.

LOGAN, IA

489-2535 644-2540

Grind & Mix = Health Aids = Custom Spraying * Feed » Grain » Seed * Fertilizer

* Grain

Buy & Sell Grain
Grain Storage
Trucking

Grain Bank Service

* Seeds

Dekalb Corn & Beans
Golden Harvest Com & Beans
Peterson Beddick Grasses
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East Pottawattamie NRCS/SWCD

321 Oakland Ave., Oakland, 51560-0217

Ph. 712-482-6408

OLD HWY. 6 TRACTOR
& EQUIPMENT, INC.

25958 McPherson Avenue, Council Bluffs, |IA 51503

WE'RE REMODELING!

We are sorry for any inconveniences you have had during our
recent remodeling. Our new building and combine bay are
almost ready to go to help service your needs.

Our pas department has also undergone a remodeling change
to help us be more eh“cuent in your parts needs
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HUGE NEW HOLLAND PARTS INVENTORY
Wa jusl recaived 2 sxtra semi-ruckioads of parts for the fall ssasonl
SERVICE and experience in our parts and shop work! &’
45 years experience in New Holland parts and service.

UPS delivery available-we will ship UPS ANYWHERE!
PHONE - 712-566-2262 NEW HOLLAND

FARMERS & MERCHANTS
EST.- STATE BANK- 1886

Offices in Neola and Minden
{=} Ph.485-2245 ° Ph.483-2611 FDIE

Please call on us in regard to:

LOANS:
* Agricultural Operating
* Equipment, Truck, Auto
* Land, Housing, Home Improvement
* Personal
SAVINGS INSTRUMENTS,
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, IRA'S
NO CHARGE CHECKING

“24 hour telephone banking"
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES

WE SUPPORT YOUR SOIL
CONSERVATION EFFORTS!
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Partnership

till has improved the general
soil quality and the grid
sampling has put the fertilizer
where it needs to be. This
combination has helped max-
imize each acre's yield
potential,” says Rod.

One other unintentional ben-
efit is the natural cover no-till
affords wildlife. In a day and
age when wildlife habitat
comes at a premium, a no-till
system incorporates it natu-
rally (no pun intended). "Not
only i1s there more natural
cover, but harvest loss isn't
buried with tillage and nests
aren't disturbed in the
spring,” says Denny. "We've
seen an increase in fox, rab-
bits, and other (wildlife) that
you never used to see.”

Other conservation practices
on the Backhaus farm include

£,

JAY NELSON ]
CONSTRUCTION &

continued from page b
contouring, waterways, filter
strips (non-CRP) and crop
rotation. While you do see
some terraces, they are cer-
tainly not the primary practice,
but Rod and Denny agree they
have their place.

There 1s also talk of putting a
proposed East Boyer structure
on one of the farms they rent.
"I think it's a good idea to
slow down some of this water
before it hits the river," says
Denny. Rod quickly adds,
"but to be really effective,
upland treatment needs to
change. If some continue to
farm like they are, those new
structures will be silted in ten
or twenty years from now."
Both agree that conservation
needs to be a whole system
approach--when planning,
you need to look at the big
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BULLDOIING - TERAACING ' CLEARING : WATERWAYS  GENERAL BARTHWORK
BUILDING SITE GRADING : EXCAVATING ' DACKMOE

3234 FALCONM AVE,
ATLANTIC, IA 30022

HOME (T12) 348-22377
HMOBILE [T13) 249-053a
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Denison: 1108 Broadway.
Phone (712) 263-9361

Member: FDIC

BANK IOWA

WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE OUR
FARMER CLIENTS AND ASSIST THEM |
IN THEIR EFFORT TO CONSERVE OUR |

NATURAL RESOURCES. |
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SEE US AT OUR TWO
LOCATIONS IN DENISON |
AND MANILLA.

Manilla: 341 4th St
Phone: (712) 654-2962

picture.,

When asked if they'd ever
go back to traditional tillage,
both were quick to reply, al-
most in unison, "No." We've
seen what it's done for farms
that were virtually dead. Seen
those poor areas returned to
their original state," says
Rodney.

"Neighbors have called us
the Trash-Farmers," says
Denny, "but we wouldn't go
back. As far as we're con-
cerned, tillage is entirely
recreational. I just don't un-
derstand why it's acceptable
to lose soil and herbicide
down the river," he continues.
"They'll complain about a few
cornstalks in the ditch (after a
big rain) but I can grow more
cornstalks in a season--it takes
a hundred years to replace that
soil."”

Both father and son feel that
the system needs to change

)
—

Box 74
Manilla, lowa 51454

WHY WASTE TIME

Replacing Old Metal and Plastic Waterers?

Install & Patersen Concreta Automatic
Stock Tank... The Last Tenk You'll Ever Need!

« Dvar 50 Modaels Available

= Electric Hoat of Froe Flow

Boeck Construction

Terrcing - Tiling- Excavating

* Tough, Durable Concreta Construction
* Fully Insulated w/2" Sturdy Insulation

» Many Energy-saving options available

and encourage other tarmers
to step back and take a look at
themselves and their current
practices. "Rather than have
the EPA or DNR regulate
what we can or can't do, we
need to take care of some of
this ourselves," he said.

The door is always open and
anyone interested in dis-
cussing no-till-farming meth-
ods is always welcome. Rod
comments, "We've learned by
doing. If we can help some-
one get started or avoid some
of the mistakes we've made,
we'd be happy to do so."

Rod, Jerry and Denny are
only three of approximately
4.7 million individuals who
own/manage the 907 million
acres of cropland, pasture or
range-land in the United
States.

The responsibility of
stewardship lies in their hands
and we rely on them to main-

Frank Boeck
(712) 654-5682
or 800-654-1134

N

PETERSEN

MFG.
CO.

Fot Fres Brochure or Price Call or Weite
18008327383

2471 Hwy 30
PO. Box 684
Denison lA 51442

MLS
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>
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Office (712) 644-2151
| FAX (712) 644-2176

- Spencer Real Estate

| Ed Spencer - Owner/Broker - Head Auctioneer
| 322 East 7th Street * Logan, IA 51546

, [ Specializing in the sale of farmland and
_____rural acreage property.

Home (712) 644-2979
Mobile (402) 681-8239

tain this fragile partnership
with the land. It is through
their care of these resources,
that we hope for more than
food and fiber. I think a
quote from, "lowa-Portrait of
the Land," sums conservation
up well:

"And when the soil suffers,
the land suffers. Indeed, we
all suffer. Crop yields fall.
Sediment clogs road ditches
and culverts, carries contami-
nants, pollutes drinking water
supplies, damages fish and
wildlife habitat, and degrades
recreational lakes and streams.

Fortunately, many good
stewards treasure every parti-
cle of our soil. They guard its
health, appreciate its crops,
respect its integrity, and pro-
tect it from abuse and neglect.
They know that healthy soil,
whether it grows com, oaks,
bluestem, or cattails - is the
foundation of our existence."
(pg 57)

In Partnership With The Land
972000

By Lynna Miller

Soil Conservation Technician

Lindeman
Tractor, Inc.

West 7th Street |
Atlantic, IA

N2-243-3133

Sales: Rick Tasio
Duane McFadden
and Lonn Schieuter

New Holland « Great Plains
« Hiniker = Kinze » Krause

FOSTER
BULLDOZER &
TILING SERVICE

*Terracing

*Tiling
*Waterways
*General dirt work

Allen Foster

Manilla, Ia 51454
712-654-4952




Shelby NRCS/SWCD

2519 Southwest Ave., Harlan, 51537-2331

What About Beans On Beans?

by Bill Hammitt, Soil
Conservation Technician,
Shelby Courty NRCS

This year many farmers
may have to plant soybeans
on last years' soybean
ground if nitrogen supplies
for corn are not available or
00 expensive.

their conservation plans,
most with some no-till
requirements.

Beans on beans can be
planted but should be no-till
or kept on non-erosive
soils. Any tillage with this

type of rotation on highly

erodible land would be too

Ph. 712-755-2417 - FAX 712-755-2381

conservationists.
Agronomists recommend
selecting disease resistant
varieties and ferulizing ac-
cording to soil test needs
before planting beans on
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Lyle Bentley
(712) 482-3406
(402) 677-6953

$

Can It, Ltd.
Bentley Farm Supply Co.
714 South Hwy. 6 & 59

PO Box 498
Oakland, la.

bfsco(@aol.com 51560-0498

Mosquito Valley Ag Supply, Inc.
3007 Waldorf Ave * Persia, 1A 51563

How will this affect soil
erosion or conservation
com-pliance requirements?
According to the Natural
Resources Conservation
Service many farmers have
a corn-soybean rotation in

SBNRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Senvice
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Citizens State Bank

Established in 1881

See us for all of your
banking needs!

Checking - Savings - Certificates - All Types of Loans
@ 301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lowa 51560

712-482-6431

Member
FDIC

e ECLEERD

erosive according to NRCS
L]

Cror

PropucTion
SERVICES

Fertilizers, Chemicals
Scouting, Custom Application,
GPS and Other Agronomic Services

712-741-5473 or 1-800-578-2902

(b

PIONEER.

Home: T12-488-3693
OFFICE: 712-488-2014

2 JACK STAMP
Sales Representztive for PIONEER Brand Products
Certified Crop Advisor

EMAIL: jkstamp@fmctc.com
FAX: 712-488-7006

Bottled
GAS

205 370TH
CARNARVON

We support conservation, and commend
our farmer clients for their efforts toward
preserving natural resources.

Offices (Area Code 712)
Harlan 755-5112
Elk Horn 764-5067
Portsmouth 743-2715
Shelby 544-2626
Panama 489-2424
Irwin 782-3155

B e — - T—

CARNARVON LP GAS

YOUR DEPENDABLE PROPANE SUPPLIER

BOTTLED & BULK LP GAS
FOR HOMES, FARM & INDUSTRY

WE SELL & SERVICE
LB WHITE HEATERS

664-2558

S2NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service

30
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’Gateway

AUTHORIZED
RESELLER

New Systems, Upgrades,
Training, Supplies
For Info Call: Linda,
Dede, Pam or Bob

Farm Service Cooperative
2308 Pine Street
Harlan, IA 51537

Phone: 1-800-452-4372 or
1-712-755-2207
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It’s everyone’s job to protect it! We commend those who are
devoted to the soil conservation effort

=

Savings Bank

| FDIC

Westside State

Farmers Savings
Bank of Halbur

[ 'hl-ﬁr—._—--ﬂhlfﬂ"ﬂ

‘estside (712) 663-4322 * Vail(712) 677-2211*Halbur (712)658-2071

‘-- TREES FOR SALE --‘

CRAWFORD COUNTY
SOIL & WATER CONSEVATION DISTRICT

*Windbreaks *Backyards
*CRP
-00d ;_:r'.:i---'_t_'_--f:_ trees,

Norway Maple
Green Ash
Amer. Linden
Hybrid Willow
Hackberry

Nanking cherry
Redosier Dogwood

Lilac

Amur Maple
Ninebark
Cotoneaster
Am Cranberrybush

*Streambanks

Nrub! &

Black Hills
Spruce
Colorado Blue
Spruce
Concolor Fir

Complying with open feed lot regulations

By Jason Wernimont

Recent inspections of open
feedlots by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) have
captured the attention of the
media as well as those involved
in the cattle industry. Many
feedlot operators do not have
enough imformation to
determine what they need to do
to ensure their lots are In
comphance with
regulations

It 1s estimated that at least
300 open feedlots in lowa will
need to obtain operation permits
because they exceed the
threshold of 1,000 amimal units
(1,000 amimal units 1s equal to
1,000 beel anmimals). Currently,
only 33 operations are permitted

current

*Trees are available to

anyone

Varieties By Request

Rural landowners may be eligible for cost share
assistance

Order forms & cost share applications available at:

*Additional

Denison, Iowa

Crawford County NRCS Officel41 North 7th Str
712~

263-4123

in lowa. Because census data
shows that many farms exceed

1,000 head, the lowa
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) is being

forced by the EPA to step up
enforcement of open feedlot
The DNR has put
working

regulations.

together a feedlot

group (including  university

BANK

Serving your financial needs at

B i e -

the New 6524/653 1

Narrow-Row Planters With

Hl'fi{ % |ib|.' NewW Wity o .Cover morne
acres and also cash m on the high
yields of namrow rows

White's new 6524/6531 planiers are
avarlable in 24 rows at 20 or 22 inches and
31 rows at 15 inches
i the 6531 and plant 16 rows at M) inches

These planters offer the efficiency of
planting 15 acrevhr. at planting speeds of
3 t0 5.5 mph, with transpon widths of
15'8" 10 16'8"

Variable Rate Scedlnb

Lock up the mterplants

Narrow Rows.
Narrow Roads.
Wide Helds.

These new planters come with Whie's

exclosive state-of -the-an vanable e seed

drive, That means you can adjust the seed

raie “on-the-

g0 nEht trom your tractorn cab

and pet set (1 hamess the growing

|l:."1.'|'|rll"lh"*:-'.}' ol precision lanming systems
If you need to plant big fields

i a big hurry, you need 1o see your White

dealer 1oday

%wum

FIECI.I.III' FPERFORMANCE

ROBINSON
IMPLEMENT, INC.

607 Cora
Irwin, IA.51446

712-782-3171

F DI c two locations.

Duniap, 643-5442
Hours: Lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri.
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mon. thru Thurs.: 8-6 Fri.; 8-12 Sat.
Soldier, 884-2255
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon. thru Fri.; 8:30-11 SaL

Conservation
Protects Our
Good Earth

extension, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, industry
groups, EPA and environmental
organizations) to develop a plan
to assist feedlots in achieving

compliance. The compliance
titiative has three parts: 1)
feedlot registration, 2)

environmental nsk assessment,
and 3) compliance. The details
of this process will be available
in March. Nonetheless, current

regulations need to be
addressed.
What manure controls are
required for all open
feedlots, regardless of
size?

The minmimum level of

manure control for any open
feedlol 1s removal of settleable
solids pnor to a discharge to a

water of the state. Towa law
requires precise design
specifications for solids setthing
basins. Seftling basins are
typically constructed of
concrete.  Scitthing basins can

also employ the use of terraces
or soil berms. The exact design
depends. on the size of the
feedlot area and existing site

topography. Setthng basins
need sufficient capacity to settle
solids between penods of
manure removal and from ten-
year, one-hour precipitation
cvents.

What additional manure

controls are required for
feedlots with more than
1,000 head?

Feedlots with capacity over
1,000 beef animals or 700 dairy
amimals must mamtain a
containment area to hold: 1) all
manure flows from the feedlot

FEED LOT 15

MIDWESTERN CULVERT, LTD.

1114 S.E. Lorenz Dr. * Ankeny, lowa 50021

CORRUGATED
METAL
DRAINAGE
STRUCTURES

[AWATS 800-397-0497

515-964-0397

FAX 515-964-0545

‘I -11‘I.- m,‘hh ﬁ#'v"‘"‘ﬁ i _-'I
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Quallty Products and Service You
Can Depend Upon..




Feed lot compliance

areas, 2) all runoff from other
contributing areas, and 3) all
flows resulting from the 25-
year, 24 hour rain event (this
event 1s 5.4 to 5.6 inches)

Runoff from contnbuting
areas includes roofed arcas and
non-feedlot arcas such as farm
building sites and upland crop
areas. The size of the
containment basin will vary
depending on the drainage area
size and how often the structure
is emptied. A solid setthng
structure must precede the
containment area.

The use of clean water
diversions can . significantly
reduce the amount of required
containment. Clean  waler
diversions can be soil berms,
concrete curbs or channels that
allow clean water to be directed
away from the feedlot area,

thereby reducing the total
volume and area requiring
containment.

Who needs operation and
construction permits?
Feedlots with a capacity
over 1,000 head of beef or 700
head of dairy cattle must obtain
| an operation permit (also called
National Pollution Discharge
| Elimination System (NPDES
permit) and construction permil
from the lowa DNR. Producers
| with 300 to 1,000 beefl cattle, or
' 200 to 700 dairy cattle, may
'need to have an operation
| permit depending on how the
feedlot's manure and
waslewaier discharge 1S
managed. All feedlots that are
equired to have operation
yermifs must obtain
‘onstruction permits pnor (o
:onstruction, nstallabon  or

—

Terraces *
Waterways
General Bulldozing

1109 Montague
Dunlap, IA 51529

 712-643-2281 |

continued from page 14
modification of the waste
control system. The
construchion permuit application
must be submitted at least 90
days before construction 1s
scheduled to begin.

Who needs to register their
feedlot?

Producers who meet the
criteria for needing an operation
permit are requested to register

their feedlot with the DNR
before December 31,. 2001.
Registening your feedlot

officially notifies the DNR that
you intend to comply with the

compliance process and
participate in the amnesty
program,

Registered feedlots have

several advantages: 1) EPA and
the DNR have agreed not to
inspect  feedlots  that  are
registered, unless a violation is
reported, 2) The DNR will grant
a conditional amnesty 1o
registered feedlots. Lots will not
be fined for not having a permit
if the feedlot adheres to the
compilance process.

What happens after |
register my feedlot?
The DNR will conduct

feedlot assessments at their Des
Moines office to determine a
feedlot’s 1mpact on  water
quality. This assessment will be
conducted by the DNR in Des
Moines using aenal photos, a
state database of water wells
and other geographic

information such as distance o
bodies of water and details from
the registration form. The area
office may need to follow up
with an on-site facility review
before the assessment IS
complele DNR
assessments determine
which feedlots will be required
to undergo the permit
application process first. This
ONLY  for

not for
The higher

The
will

assessment 15

ranking purposes
assigning fines

your feedlot ‘scores , the sooner
you will have to begin to bring
your feedlot into comphance. It
is estimated that it will take up

to five years to brng the
feedlots in lowa into
compliance with current
regulations.

How do | bring my feediot
into compliance?

Nearly all feedlots will have
to perform some construction (o
modify their manure setthing
and storage facilities to bring
them up to code. This will
require the services of a
licensed professional engineer
It is also in your best interests Lo
work with ) manure
managemenl specialist to ensure
that the proposed facihity meets
current AND pending

regulations
What new regulations have

been proposed by the
EPA?
Many of the proposed

changes in regulation deal with
the nutrients
from animal

management of
concentrated

AFO/GAFO REGULATIONS
YOUR FEEDLOT?

v On-site assessments
+ Design assistance
v Permitting assistance

v Confidential

Agren, Inc.
312 W 3rd St.
Camoll, 1A 51401

ph: 712.792.6248

v Practical Solutions

h" -,JI-

e-mail: agren@neting.net

feeding operations (CAFOs)
Changes may include the use of
Permit Nutrient Plans (PNPs),
which would essentially be a

pat of a Comprehensive
Nutrient Management Plan
(CNMP). These plans would
focus on proper nutnent
crediting and proper land

application of manure.

EPA has proposed to reduce
the permut threshold (currently
1,000 ammal units) to 500
animal units. This action has the
potential to double the number
of open feedlots in lowa that
would be required to obtain a
permil,

What next?

Cattle producers must make
critical decisions as to the future
direction of their operations.
Producers need to seek oul
people that have experience
with feedlot production as well
as insight into the mymnad of
complance 1ssues.

Contact your local NRCS,
Extension Service, or any pri-
vate firms for assistance.
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“Nearly all feedlots will
have to perform some
construction to modify
their manure settling
and storage facilities to
bring them up to
code.”

== =

=i
#

CONSTRUCTION

King Construction
HWY 39 and 175
Odebolt, 1A 51458

See us for all
your conservation
construction needs.

Bus. Office (712) 668-2300
FAX (712) 668-2301
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750 No-Till Drill
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Macedonia Implement Co.

40459 Pioneer Trail
Macedonia, IA
712-486-2441 B800-373-3185 A\

GOOD DEAL JMDRE




715 N. 2nd Ave., Logan, 51546-1038

Harrison NRCS/SWCD

Luke Zaiger, 21, formerly of
the Audubon area, is the
newest Soil Conservation
Technician with the Harrison
County Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
office in Logan. He began
work full-time in the county
December 18, 2000.

Zaiger, in his third post with
the NRCS, grew up in rural

Ph. 712-644-2210 - FAX 712-644-3247

Luke Zaiger joins Harrison County NRCS
office in Logan as fulltime Soil Technician

quires him to work with farm-
ers/landowners to assist with
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram sign-ups and imple-
mentation, writing whole farm
plans and the designing, and
laying out of conservation
practices. "I'm sure looking
forward to working in
Harrison County with our
farmers," Zaiger said. When
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interviewed he was deeply in-
volved in revamping an
NRCS computer program uti-
lized by he and his fellow
technicians in Harrison Coun-
ty.

Zaiger reports to Russ
Kurth, District Conserva-
tionist for the NRCS in
Harrison County, and can be
reached at 712-644-2210.

LUKE ZAIGER

Audubon where his parents
farm. He graduated from
Audubon High School and
attended lowa Western Com-
munity College, Council
Bluffs, majoring in Agri-Bus-
1ness.

Zaiger's parents, Leo and
Dianne Sheehy, over-the-road
truckers, also farm 240 acres
near Audubon, planted to com
and soybeans. He has two
brothers, Jason and Bart. He
also has a sister, Kim. Luke is
the youngest.

His job with the NRCS re-
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Dana Sturgill, Section 28,

Switchgrass. An excellent
summer of 2000.

This filter strip promotion is sponsored by Cargill Milling.
When marketing your grain, check our prices. Call 1-
800-228-7038 or log on to our website:

www.cargillaghorizons.com

O CARGILLAgHorizons™
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Helping to
reduce erosion,
lessen sediment
problems

Harrison Township, Dunlap, in
Harrison County created 5.2 acres of filter strip around an
existing pond. The strips were seeded in the sprng of 1999
to native grass stand of Big Blue Stem, Indian Grass, and
stand was established by the

® Krohnke
C_:qnstruction

AL L_,\ *Terracing

2.\ *All kinds of dozer work
Call OK Construction

Jeff Kronke (712-676-3526)* Francis Krohnke (712-676-3871)
Schleswig, lowa

CADIA

IMESTONE CO.

AG LIME * ROCK *GRAVEL
DECORATIVE ROCK * ALL TYPES OF LIME
ROCK
HWY 285
ARCADIA, IOWA 51430

PHONE: 712-689-2299
712-792-9724

Who really cares about
your seed business?

Fontanelle DSM’s

Pat Groth Jeff Crom
Harlan, lowa Atlantic, lowa
755-7200 243-4945
Fontanelle TSM

Richard Armstrong
Minden, lowa
483-2885

Fontanelle has the right combination of new
genetic traits and traditional varieties, plus, personal-
ized service not often found in the seed industry today.

FONTANELLE Business Builder
Increase your last year's order by a planterful
and receive your next planterful at half price

When you plant Fontanelle...vyou’ve made the right

—

1-800CR-YIELD
www.fontanelle.com




