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R BUlL lNG . 

he pu lie 1i brary 1 an ancient in tHu tion, 
but whe it came under the influence f th 
inte se acti ity of he 1 tter part f the nine­
eenth century, it recei ed uch an extraor­

dinary expan ion and uch a revolution of 
me hod a to make it almo t a ne creation. 

he modern mo ement m y be traced t 
the or an1zation of the merican Librar 
A octation and the e t li hment of library 
schools. Under the e two in flu nee li rary 
admtni tratlon h becom profe i n, 
re utrtng pecial trainin a much a for the 
o her learned r fe i n . A he me time 
the erecti n f li rary bu ildin e a e u ffi­
centl frequent to war an archi tect tn 

,.. king a spe i lty of their planning. 
t i intere tin to a architect to note how 

much time ts gi en at conven ion f librari­
an to the ubjec of library architecture. 

hese di cus ion are neces ary becau elibrary 
archi ecture i in a state of tran ition. The 
problem of chool hou e or a church i not 
radically ifferent now from \ hat it wa ten 
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ye r ago, nd ar bite t an fin m D) goo 
prece ent to guide them, but a li rary built 
even fi v year ago i almo t cert in t be out 

f date. Thi i n reflection upon the libr r) 
of five year ago, hich may have be n 
erected to ace mmodate the method of li rar 
administration at that time. It mean that 
librari n have changed their mind du i g 
that period, r that the ' hole pr fe ion no\ 
tand here only a fe radical tood efore. 

t i not the pro ince f th ar hi teet to 
invent method of hbrary administration, b t 

to accept the be t method in ue, nd 1 

in ent ne form of buil ing to fit the ne\ 
method . In thi brief di cu ion of he 
library building of to-d y, it is a umed at he 
out et that the building is to b m nag d on 
t ...... ' 'o en helf" or fre cce plan. It is 
p rfectly afe to er ct a building ith thi 
plan in iew, becau e it will be equ 11 on-
enient for the old method, 

1 bring our di cu ion at on e t a pr 
tical beginning, let us u ppose that a libra 
board i ab u t to er ct a new building n 
1nqu1re what action the houl take and in 

hat order. 

Fzrsi. elect trained libr rian, if ot 
lready le ed ith one. There have b,e n 

ca e here a library board ha igno e the 
librarian during the Ianning of a ne 
building, a_ ing that ''the llbr rian i a ld 
fog and ' e will get a better one hen e 
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fini h t e ne uildi g. ' be proper course 
i to t he ne\ librarian and then take her 
ad ice in regar t the building. 

econd. ele t a arch it ct ith a much 
are an in much the arne m an n t a you o 

the librarian. 
' h usual meth d i t fer he selection 

f an arch it ct until af ter the h ic~ of a ite, 
the eb Jo iug the pr fe ional adv1ce of the 
, rchitect as t he merit va ·1 u ite . 
The buildi com It e ay be competent to 

eci e the co nience f location, and the 
architect will gladl relegate t the the 

eci ion b \\Tee the i al si e. of the city, 
b t here are man) p tnt f an archite tural 
ature in c nnection wi h the it th t r quire 

essi nal a vice 
' here have been not a e\v ca e r cently in 

hich librar boar coul have bee aved 
the s lection f unf rt nate ~ ite b the advice 

f an arc hi teet. 
In the election of the ite e eral thing 

hot1 ld be taken into c n iderati n: ( ) That 
it i conveniently located for the u e of the 
pu lie \ ho are m t in nee f it· (2) tha i 

uld e of ufficten t ize not only for the 
pre ent ne<Sd , but for it future growth and 
e t nsion; ( ) that the urr n ing are such 
as t i ure the fety of the building and it 
ontent , and ( ) that the urrounding, give 

a roper architectural environment to the 
il ing. 
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The lot . houl e a near the u i e 
center po tble, c re being tak n t avoid 
the n i e likely t re ult fr m heavy traffi and 

1 ctric car . It i a mi take o locate the 
library in the e t re id nee p rtion of th 
town, where it i taken a\ ay from the cla 

f peo le \ ho ne d it h lp the mo t; pecial 
c n ider tion h uld be gi en t the \ orking 
popula i n. 

R garding he econd que ti n, the lot 
b uld be as lar e a the appro riati n ill 

aff rd, o a t admit f light an air n all 
side . The ide cern t prevail that the nl 
lot which hould e con idered i a corner lot, 
but thl is not al\ a s o, for an inside 1 t, 
with g od fr nta e, admit of reat economy 
in the c n truction of the build1n . In fa t, 
the tack ro m, \vhen in the rear, can in 1n t 

ca e b made \ ithout any arcbitectur 1 effect 
\vbatev r. 

The urroun ing are an import nt ques-
tion. If it i p i ble, the library houl be 

etached from other building far prac-
ticable, a to dimini h the ri k of am ge 
by fire, nd al o to admit the free ac of 
light an air. 

on i ering the library a an ar bite tural 
monument and ne of the mo t im ortant 
building in our mailer citie , it should e 
located a not t be urrounded by che p 
structure · but, on the other hand, it uld 
be grouped, if po ible, with otb r ublic 
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builling . It i a mi tak o catt r th vari-
us ublic nildings of the ci y, hereby mak-

in ut a tnall impre . ion \Vtth each ne· bu 
ra her they hould be gr u ed to ether 
arou ot e open pace, . o that ther h 11 
b one pl ce in he it T that ri e bo e the 
commODl · ce. 

) r libr rie are u uall ,. comp'lratively lo 
1 u 'ldi gs, a d hould not be p aced in clo 
pro. imit} t hi 1 bu ine s blo k . It i bet­
ter t I t · tr et intervene be \Veen he u i­
ne ec ion , nd the li rar ,. , loc tin he 
lib 'lry in the same bl ck \vith the residence 
rather th n bu ine property. 

e ection of an Archit t. th 
1cce ot a buildin d pend mainly pon th 
er 1ce of the architect, it i a matt r of the 
reate importance t at the lib ary o r 
houl m, ke no mi take in their choice, and 

it 1s \V rth \vhile to 1 ve o e c n tderati n 
to h best tn h of 1 r uring architec ur· 1 

. 
ervtce 

It sh ul be borne in mind th t he fir 
bjcct to be ttained i no th election f th 
Ian, but a man to make the plan. If tht 

p int \Ve e clearly under too many i t kes 
\voul e avoided. o ornmittee ill find 
plan r ady made tha will xac 1 me t the 
r equire ent of heir ca e. Ar hi e ., are 
not euler in ready made lans, but ar pr -
fe i nal adviser , who make a ecial tudy 

f e ch case, nd after con ulta ion \vith he 
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wner , e olve a plan hat \vill the 
luti n f that ca e. If committee w uld 

pen more . time in tu yin the uali-
fication. of the v riou archi ect , an le · 
ime on th tudy of the plan which tb \Vl h 

t ad pt in heir arb ular ca e, f er mi -
take. ' oul made in he erec ion f the 

uildin . . 'fh im for tb c mmitt e to 
tud th 1 n i fter the ha e sel c ed their 

ar h1tect · c u. a archite t i. n i a po i-
ti n t give hi hent confidential ad i e con­
erntn th tn ny u tion relating t th 
1 n until he ha b en definite! m 1 y d, 

n r i th c mmittee likel t make D) real 
progr to,,·ard · the olu tion of the ca ·e in 
h n until th y ha\) the a i ance of an 

r hitect. n ar hitect elect d outnght feel 
t on e th t he h th onfidence f hi li-

ent , and ny man \vorthy f the prof i n 
cann t feel that he i ru. ted \vithou t doing 
hi e to ju tify the nfi nee laced in 
him. 

mi t ke i metim made in b r 
c p 1n om building already b 1ilt, b au e 
it ha pro en ati fact ry f r that articnlar 

lace to find nl to 1 te that it i n t th 
be t le tion f r their local condition , for it 
ha been f und that almo t every city or t ' n 

i er in it requirement . The same general 
lan may seem fea ible, but there ill a 1 a ., 

be cert in 1 cal c ndition ' hich \vtll make it 
iffer nt robl m. .,. u nnot 1 ok t the 
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la for the fin 1 cc f he bnHdin back 
f the Jla i he arC' hi ct, an i i him 

u mus 1 ol for ucce . 

com etitio migh e ter b , c llect 
' ' t e ing match;' an architect tr in t 

e ' hat i 1 pie he 'ari u. r of 
he t mi tee. 

bene er an r hi ect enter mpetiti n 
h g e i o i , and it \ ould be fooli h 
· d d for him o ig ore he wi hes f tb 

ho\ e\ er ab ur th i ide rna 
rn1n he roblem in hand. man 

ick mav thin].. hat he kn \ hat i 
.; 

he matt r ith him elf an try to give direc-
tio f r hi re cripti n, but if be \ ill tell hi 

ician how he feeJ and let him diagn e 
a e, his recovery ill b more ce t in. 

J 1 o i h a commit e; if he 'vill tell th 
' chitect ho\ . they feel ab ut a ildi g an 
l~t him solve the ro I em, the r ult \ ill ho 
he uperio i of profes io al o er amateur 

ill. 
Ler he arch i ec i elected, he m us 

i o m him elf n th a i u points before h 
n prep re an outline ske"'ch 1n lica ing, in 

e eral a , hi te an the vie of th 
oar , of cour c li g in o n 1 ati n the 

li r rian, \ hi h i too freq ently neglecte . 
he one pe on \ h hould be mo t con ulted 

in the making of a Ian for a library buildin 
i the tbrarian and ~he m s , indee , be but 
ill tt for h r n. in ' o n ot 1 ., 
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m n v lu ble oint oncernin h interi 
rran ement f a hbrary building. If h 
r aniza i n i n w one an the libraria 

h n t yet been rnployed, the ·ari u t 
ha librar .. c mmi ion , who e ty n 
plea ure i i . t ive advice n point e tain-
tn , to their \V rk, n ev n th u h th re i 

li r rian hi c n ulta ion\ ith h mtni.-. 
1 \VI ne. 

1 h r hitectural rofe ion i clear in 
I idea tha the primary election h uld 

f archi ect rather than of a plan, that in 
the offi i 1 circular of the American Institut 
f r hitec n he ubject of c mpe ition 

it i t te that \vhenever competitio i 
in ti uted, the purpo e of that c mp ti ion 
houl be the election f th ar bite t \vho i 

be t fitted t ha e charge of the a In han 
r ather than the election of a pl n h ich can 
be adopted in it entirety . 

1 mber of library bo rd re right in f el -
in tha a cu to ian . f a public ru t, the 

u t n i er he claim and qualific ion f 
m r than ne r hit ct; but thi co r -

b... i .. en in \va ., m re effecttv han 
y mp tetion. Let a time be et \Vh n th 

rarlOU ar hitect may appear befor the 
library board and give an account f them -
:elve nd heir \ rk, then 1 t the librar 

r follow up thi on ult tion with 
thor u h in\ e ti tion into the record f ea h 

r hi teet. uch method, carefull , followed 
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nt, ca har ly 
an chi e ell 
heir roblem. 

il to . e ure the 
qualifie f r h 

Af e the architec h l een elec 

rvic f 
lu ion of 

an :1 
had confidential me ting ' ith he li r r .. 
bo d, hem fi t info m him 1£ o n .. 

rae ical oint , uch a he f 11 w1 

ize of lot; location n u rrou in · , 
app pria i n t hand· lo al m t rial ho 
1 n he pre e 1 i r T h b en 1 n ., 1 n ce; 
num er of volume in he pre ent library· p 
ul ion f the "n; h ther the popul tion 
i likel} o in r a e and i ' h r p r ion· 

ha the la e · of reader are, ' hether 
mechanic or 1i rar T 1 ~ vail-
abl f r ) earl main ena e; ve ag ye rl 
increa ; number f a t ant in charge o 
library; '~ ha the pace c upied ,. the re ent 
librar) i and ' hether his . 1 r 
nough; ' beth r the librar .. L e run n 

the ''open s ack' y tern, or if there \\!ill b 
o en helf r om· the number .. lume t 
int the children' ro m· th number f 

reference ook. ; a to whether there c;hould 
a parate room for n w p p r and peri 
i al , o her than the gener 1 reading r om; n 

ra r om in h ' a y of a tu d .. r se1 1 i nary 
r f r pe ial work required; librarian 
r om or ca aloguing r \vor]~ room, eparat 
or c mbined; a binder · tru tee r om, a d 
"f an pro i i n are o be made for a lectur 
o m to accommo e me 1 g or matter 
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ertaining to rt and hterary a ancemen ; 
mu eum and rt room, etc. 

After oing over the e v riou potnt , tb 
architect i then in a po i tion t repar at n­
t tive plan, m bodying the vari u poin s h t 

re the re ult f hi con ultation with h 
1uem er f the oard and the 1i br rian. 

Li rari . m be group d un er thr e 
i erent h d : eference libr ri . , univer-
ity an c lie e librarie , and ctty librarie . 

Un er the latter hea the vary orne hat 
ace rding t the ize of the to n but I hall 

ev t m t of my time t the descrip ion of 
1i rarie out. tde of tho e in the er) lar e t 
ci tie . 

h m 11 librar" ha een rec gnize t 

hav many e cellent feature , that he 
tendency i t retain a many f the e a 1 

po i le in the larger building . 
n eneral, public librar hould nt i 

a entr nee hall, deli\: er ro m, general read­
In ro m, reference room, a hil r n' read­
in ro m, librarian' office and a cataloguing 
room (the e ro m either eparate r com-

ine , n according t th ize o 
the library) , an a r m f r pecial tud ,. 

n in the 1 rger librarie , a ne' spaper an 
eri ical ro m. In the librarie of moderat 
ize tho houl be located, a far a pos i-
le on the fir t floor. 

rovi ion for future gro\vth ca 
e made by b ving rooms on the 

f r the reference depart en t. 
12 
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The econ or m y contain al o, 
mall lecture room, mu eum and art gallery I 

a trustee r om nd r oms for pe ial tud I 

he u of ' hich th futur onl c n ete -
mtne . 

In th ba emen rna at d the oiler 
n fu 1 r m '"" ilet ro for b th e e 

:vith e ar e tair t each, a 
unpack1n room and \V rk r om, nd a lar 
r om , referably irectl ' un er the tack 
ro m, for the tora e f g v rn ental repor 

nc b k b ich ba e ec m cr de u t 
he fir t ft or a d are no fre uentl 

f the buildin 1 nly ne tor nd ba 
ent he lecture r com odate 

in th a ement, and It i n t vi able t 
r c mm n a t\ o t ry buil tn here the 
ap ropriatt n i under 20,000. In uilding 
vhere the a pr riati n i g e tPr, it i wi 

make proi ion for a c nd tory, even 
th ugh thi i n t fini bed a the time of he 
rectton f the buildino-. \ h e f und from 

experien e th t where the a propriati n i 
more than 20, 000 th c t f one t ry an 
a high ba ement is but httle 1 han a t 
tory building and ba ement, with the econ 
tory u fini hed. In order to get an rchi ­

tectural effect in a one tory buil in , the 
eiling mu t be quite high. n a t\vo tor} 

building thi i not necessary· therefore, 
he difference in co t between a ne an a tw 
tory buil in i ery ligh In a n t ry 
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buil ing, he e tr' h ight f c iling d to 
the c t f heatin , O\ er th t o a bnil i 
' i th he fir t t ry f the r in ar) hei b . 
'rhe impre i eem: pr \ail that in 
t get an archi ectural e ect, n mu 
high ceilin , nt the t n 1 ' in h m n 
library i t re in a. n1uch a. p i le of th 

orne ti ec tha i. fo 111 in he h m li-
rar , nd thi can r t ain .,i 1 
eiling f rdin ry hei ·ht. 

n the m t mm n r ng m 
the librar r, a we find it' i. he loc ion 
ntr n eat the c nter of th fr nt f h 

1n • yin di ectl y ba k f th 1 

the dell er) r om· the righ he 
elivery r om in the t \ving , w a 
en ral re din r om a d r f rene a 
hildren' re din o m, n back h 

deli er r m, t he r ar, i lo a ed r tack 
r om , and of a i d h h t \ ? i 11 r 1 ap t h n 

f the t o rea ing r om . In ne he int rn" 1 
ngle f rmed by the inter ti n f he t k 

room an read in room, i f un 
n' and atal uing r o , and in he 
reference s u y, hi h i convenient to 

the tack and gen ral eading r m . 'l hi 
eneral arrangement a pli t m 11 n 

medium ize librarie . her he con iti n 
re such a to emand gr ater p ce pr .. 
i ion hould be rna e f r a ep r te ref r n 

room. ometim: thi can be nvenientl 
lo a ted n th fir t floor. If the ap ropri f n 
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i t mall pr vt 1 n n be made f r a fu u r 
r fer nee room t be lo ated the econ 
t oor, reviou 1 ugge t d. hi a 

neral arra gement m be arrte out in a 
huil ing with a corner entrance \ ith ligh 
modificati n , and c n he m e \ r T .. ac ­
ti cal Ian. 

Delivery oom. ne of th o. t im r-
ta nt p int t b c n 1 ere in he 1 nnin a 
li rary buildin . h ul uch C!. arrange­
ment of the deli ery r om n d livery c ntcr 
a t ecur a lute . uper 1 i no .. r the en Ire 
fir t floor , ' i h the fe' .. e atte dan t. . ' h 
nnual mainten n mu t be en 

entirel up n h runntn e p n e. f the 
library a d le e nothin f the pur base 
ne ok , if ' e e th pu lie o c n -
ti e their cti e tntere t 1n hbr r ' k tha 
h een o ell begun. 

' o much empha i cannot b 1 ce up 
tbi matter f uper i i n. It ha h pene 
in mor than one ca e, tha mple­
tion fa ne\ libr r of m numental architec­
t re, it i i c ere hat the co t f mini. ­
tra ion ha iocr ased t or thre f 1 er 
that f the old li rary \vhich, per hap , \ 
1 c e n the econ fl or. of a commer i 1 

uildin , \vhere all the department \ e e i 
ne 1 rge r om, ith n more ub tan ia 
i i io b tween the book . tack and the read-

in r m than a 1i ht railin . n he oth r 
and e haTe in mind 1i rar in ' hich h 
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·upert r convenience of the new building 
facilitated the admini tration that it wa foun 

o ible to decrease the numb r of attendant . 
'l'be ' 'open helf'' y tern of librar m n­

agement call for a very different arrangement 
f the delivery desk from what ha een u e 

beret fore. With the ol arr ngement the 
v u ually a long counter, the ubrc ein 
kep on the u t i e an the librarian an l 
a i tant n the in ide, he public not h 'n 
acce t the book ase . ~ hat the pub­
lic i etng a mitted m re fr ely t h ook 
t ck , the librarian must be urrounded b 
ounter on all ide . h: ne\ st le f 

ery counter i at present in a tate of evolution 
n we cannot ay what i the be t arr nge­

m nt until we can 1 arn frotn experience it 
tho e alread uil ut we mu t provi e for 
h chargin f new bo k. an the return 
arne bearing in mtnd that the librarian i 

not alway expected to get the bo k f r th 
reader but that the reade ill lee th ir 
O\ n bo k and bring them t the h rarian' 

e k t e barged and tha the b ok ill 
e naturall ,. br ught to the back of th e k · 

tha i the reader ill c me fr he bo k 
t ck. 

A convenient method 1 to ha e h pu bli 
pa al ay to the right, o that in coming i 
the reader will leave their book on ne tde 

f the counter, and coming out \vill have the 
ew book char e n the ppo ite i . T 
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l gtcal re. u lt o th open bel£ .. Ian i t make 
le f the eli very room than heretofore. t 
is we 1 to have eats for tho e who are waiting, 

ut reader who come to draw books u ually 
pass at nee int the book tack, and, there­
£ re, it i more convenient t place the card 
atalo ue in the tack room, r in the back f 
he delivery counter, where it can be reache 
y the li rarian a well a the public. 

The delivery counter must have conveni­
en e with hi h librarian are familiar- ucb 
a helv t hoi the books re urne until 
they are taken to the tack r m, card cata­
logue ra er f r the helf li t, drawer for 
h brary card , ca h dra er etc. 

In the m ller librarie , the main work of 
the library ill be d ne inside of the deiivery 

·1 nter· th r fore, there hould be ample 
pace fo t ~o attend n , with a w k t ble and 
h lve b neath the c nter t h 1 book o 

be rep a ire , etc. 

The de i ni g f he delivery counter o 
meet th em nd f the library i one f the 
mo t rticular problem that he librar 
ar hitect i called up n t olve. 

ne of the hief difficultie in plannin 
li rary i the pr per lighting of the delive 
c unter, hich mu t, of nece ity, be place 
near th center f the building, and, hence, 
farthe t removed from the \vindow . In 
library of con i erable ize it · almost 
n ce i in r e li h fr m the t I 

J 
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n - t ry buil tn there i n di cui lD 

re rtin t a k) h ht t illumi a a eilin 
light abov the d eliYer ~ 0 ter. In hi. a 

bundanc f J1ght can e ut . r 

mu t tak n t a oid th tYe h t 
fr m a kyH h . ffi ci n e th 

me. 
Library Floor . 'l he tl r1n 

li rary i a detail rtan e. Iar n 
mo aic are hand m and du a 1 , t 
noi y for u c, e c p ·n the \iestibul a 
tairhall. ar \J ood i mor ft uentl 

empl ye , b e u h flo r a 
n the id al mat rial tn t rk 
arpet, r \ er heav) linoleum. 
o d com inati n an be made f o a 
n ha o d an rk rpet, b hi h 
e can pre er b th nt an utJlit , 

u ing c rk car et f r the en Er both 
rea ing r m and deliver r m, a d 

makin~ a rd r f marble r aic in th 
li and o hard \VO d in th rea 1-

G neral eading n e er 
Room. In the moderate . ·z 1i r ry, th 
m ment the hildre r t ken on f the gen-

ral readin ro m it bee e m r r r­
nce ro m '"'D mo f the refer n e b ok • 

ell a oun rna azin , ._ h u1 b in thi 
room. ace hould b provide f r 
p riodica1 and mag zin and th e houll 
be ne\v paper rack. 
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' he pres nt en ency f brin i g the pub­
lic much p 'ble int dire t c tact with 
the b ok 1 leading librarian t ernand the 
utmo atnount f all helvin round the 
\vall of the general readin an 1 reference 
r m, and the children reading room. T 

ccompli. h thi it i even urged that the win-
O\V all b place above the to f the book 

ca 'e . be e i danger hat ery good 
vemen may be carried exce , and mi -

tale rna em e in acrificing the window 
utlook t all helvin . In a readtng room 
f lar e imen i n the wind w sill may be 
laced fi e r ix feet from the floor· but in the 
mailer roozn of the average library uch an 

arr n ement ro nee a feeling of oppre sion 
n con fin ment that i ver obJectionable. 
t i quite ltkely that the utl ol from th 

re din r m 1 up n a hand orne la' n, or 
ive a vie\ f an intere tin reet, and the 

1 ublic i much tn re likely t u . e the librar .. 
if the rea ing r0 tn rc lea ant n i i po -

i le to re the ey cca ·i nall ~ a lo k 
fr m th win than if th a re hut in on 
al . ide by e of book .. . In th1 a a 
1n man th r , the middle c ur e i afe t. 
It ofte happen hat the vie from the en 
w1n w i unde irable and it i po iti ~ 
gain t utilize the the wall a e for book 
etf ng a uffi ien hgh abov tbe top of the 

ca e , at the ~arne time making the front wi -
w wi h low . tll to give a utlo 
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mall t le in r ading ro m. ar 1 uall) 
pr £erred o the 1arg r one , an 1 1 a 
ble t ha e a light tandard on each tabl in 
ad i ion t the n ral illnminat· f th 
ro m from the ceiling. 

V ent·la ion. ' he ntilati n of 
r adin room houlcl be ample, and it i for­
tunate that '~e can here unite the utm im­
plicity n ffectiv ene of tl re ilation 

ith architec ural adornment to the r 011 b) 

makin th ntilation throu h a fi 1 1a 
uch fireplace hould ha e flue pr p rti n, 1 

for ventilation, and ot heating, and i 1 rop­
rly arr ng d ;vill ha' e a good dr ft e et 
hough there e no fir burning. 

General Roorn. Openino· ff o h 
re ding room it i \ ell to ha e a g ne 1 util­
ity room, the purpo e of h ich c nnot al\ ) 

e etermined i advance. If here i no ep­
arate reference room, thi may b u ed 
uch · r, it may be u ed a a tudy fo ea -

er rna ing cial in e igation . 
r he pu ic library i c min to b 

red more a d more a an inte ral part 
T tern of public education, a nece r 

suppl ment t ur public school . It will 
dou tle ecome mor freqnent in the fn re 
f r teacher to send their u il t th pn lie 
lib ar in order to prep re for their ch ol 
probl m , and al o, t acber ~ ill a com any 
their cla e to the library n in tru t hem 
in it use. orne room i needed to ccom-
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modate su h cla e . me f our librarian 
re in effective mi ionary work in gettin 

boy in fr m the t eet and readin to the 
and f r uch a purpo e a r om i neede n 
the ma1n ft. or convenien or the li rarian. 

Chi ldre n ' Readi ng Room, hi i 
the childr n's librar . It i the r om that 
belong t hem, d t them alone. It ha 
their e pe ial ook o the bel e . ba it 
O\ n car ca al ue which e en th y unger 
chil reo le rn to u e. If po ible it ha 

e i 1 atten nt to a i t he chil re , u 
even \vith uch a i tance the children ar 
allo\ved t ake the b ok from the . h lve . 
Ther m u t be picture n the \Vall , and 

ra\v r 1 \\·hich picture and h r h 
can be kept. 

Iavat ry 1 al o needed for \V bin th 
javenile hand . or motive of c n m the 
\Va hbo\ 1 may be put in the a k room. 
im ediatel) a joinin he children ro m, 
and it mu t e ' her th librari can hav 
ov r i ht f 1t 

Table and cha1r 10 the children' room 
tnu t e f a hei h uited t their u e 
There h ul b a lea t two height f table , 
for th m 11 r an lar r children with 
ch ir t corre p n . 

t ac Room. Tnder th old method f 
libr r a ministratio the main oint o e ... 

c n ider d in arranging the tack r m were, 
to ecur go li htin r \ i e for future 
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extensi n, and arrange the st ck o a t 

ave the librarian step in g tting the b oks 
n brin ing them o the delivery c n-

ter. ith the op n helf me h , the li ht-
ing and e ten i n 1u u t be con. id red he 
arne, but n \V in a great many ca e. th 

librarian tand. r 1t at her central tati n 
and the reader. find their O\vn bo k , and ' e 
mu t intro uce ne\v element, \iz: the Ul r­
vi ion of the tack room from the eli r 
c unter. There i only one arrang ment tl at 
promi perfect su pe vi. ion, viz: the radia­
ting tack, '' hich ermit the librari n from 

ne pot t to te\v ever} aisle bet\veen h 
ok-ca e . 

t \Vill be found that thi forrn f st ck has 
the merit . ven if the ltbrarian has to et 

the bo k , it permit oin fr m the deli er 
ounter to any given b ok in a :tr i h t line. 

It, furthermore, ive better lighting than i 
po ible with parallel book tack . he isl 
bet\ een the ca e widen out toward the' in -

ow , permitting br ader \ indo\vs and mo e 
fficient ltghtin . 

The radiatin tack occupie orne\ 1 at 
more pace than the old type, but the ad an­
tages more th n off et th slight additi nal 

t. 
It is apparentl , not a ea y to tnake utur 

exten ion t the ra iating tack a it i \ ' ith 
the ca es arranged in parallel r \V • Bt t it 
hould be borne in mind th t it i n t b any 
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mean ea T to buil e ten i n. to he 1 
of ta k, an a careful tu d of the c m ara­
tive mer1t f he t o t pe of s acl~, ill 
h w that the radiating . ta k i ot reatly 

behin the ld t pe in it apacity f r ext n-
ion. It \vould e \Vi e ho\: e er, t make 

the tack ro m lar er at the e inning th n 
nee e for it imme iate u e, ut in in th 
b ok-ca es the are needed. 'I hi ould 
permi lea ing out each alternate ca e, g1vtn 
ale ve. , ~ hich \vould e reatl T ap reciate 
by the r a er . 

he free acce plan ha bliterate t a 
great degree the 1 tinction bet\ een the 
tack r om nd the readin room ok re 

placed on s elve i the rea inS?; r rn, and th 
reader are admitted the tacl,. r o . a the 
problem of a r ference room ca often be 1 ~ , 
practically a \vell a econ micall), by k p· 
ing the referen e bool.. in th stac1 ro m nd 
allo\ving uffi ient open pace for con ulting 
them there. 

Expa ion of the tack r om rna be rna e 
ver ically, a well a horizon tall Thi \Va 
objected t under the ol y em a ne e -
itating the climbing of tair by the librarian. 

But the ublic 11l n t om la1n if me f 
the b k are place in the g llery i the t ck 
room. uch a allery can be arran e a 
to be in full view fr m the eli ery c unter. 
I c nceive of a model tack room a c n 1 tn 
of three level : The m in flo r n a 1 vel \vith 
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h deli er · c unter. c ntainin th opular 
\vork ; a a emen for g ver ment rep r 

n ther ulky volume of alue, but hich 
are eld m con ult d, and a alle y f r 
collection of cienttfic rk , t e u e 
mainly by tu ent . If the main floor · 
hel e t it u m t capactty , the aller 

can be rna e in the form f ale v\,;, , gi in a 
erie o tudie where th ea er rna be 
uiet n h n ' It hi hi reach the ' rk"' 

hi ecial t ic, and each of the e a leo "e be 
under the . ntrol of th libr rian. 

Ietal tack. ba e e orne j u tl p 1 ulat , 
n h ul e of stmple at ern, o not t 

11 t u t. 
L"br rian' Room. In m lllibra ) 

the li rarian' roo n be u ed f r a t ·u -
t e room, an al o f r at 1 guing purpo es. 
In he lar er 1i rarie it i. nece ar) to ba e 
ep~rate at lo uin r om, an i illla ger 

li rarie there mu be a taff r om, ' ith pro-
1 ion f r the wra f the attend nt , filin 

c inet for c rr'"' p n enc , etc. 

Ba ement nd Second ory. The 
u tilizati n f the e torie 1 a rna ter o great 
importance for club rooms and purpo no 

irec ly a part f the library ork, but n tu­
rally an pr perl allie thereto. 

In conclu. ion, I 1 h t rep t that h 
ubhc library i in a tate of evolution. er-

t in fun mental princi le are cl ar, nd 
ill n t be ch nged, but e hav o y 
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reached an ultim te onclu i n n matter. f 
deta·l. The librarian ha e ccompli he 
great thin in the evolution of the publi 
librar and if the architectural profe i n ha 
JUStly been accu ed of apathy, u h a charg 
i now a thing f the a t for n t few ar-
hitect are making ser1ou tu y of the li­

brary problem and 1 ring n t \vith ut uc­
ce , to meet the e acting requir ment f 
the que i n. 

It is ifficult t clo e thi aper ithout 
di cus ion of library de 1 n, ut I fe 1 jt ill 
be safe to di mi this with a fev wor , b -
cau e every one kno that he e i n i the 
work of the architect, ecau e the architect i 
u uaily all ed prett full way in carry1 g 
out hi arti tic idea . t i le u er to c1 
that the architect, if he at all fulfill hi mi -
ion, mu t al o be acquainte with the prac­

tical working details f he library buil i 
and the importance of the e practical matter· 
is more apt to be ov rlooked by building com 
mit tee than tho e of design. Therefor 
this paper ha dealt ith the e practical mat­
ters in the hope that their consideration by 
library tru tees, librarian and architect to­
gether, ill re ult in a still further advance 
our library architecture. 

In regard to desi n, time perm1ts only a 
word of congratulation that the public t te 
is improving year by year. There is les 
desire for mere how and vulgar di play o 
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che material.. '1 here i al f cla ic rchi­
te ture i br1o ing \Vith i an ppr ciation f 
the refi ement that char cterize.., uch \ o k, 

nd a de ir that our librarte ball be built of 
ndurin mat rtal , and hall be nobl and 

fitly tgn d, even tl ough tmplicit · i 
en£ r ed by financial c n ider tion ~. \ 1e 
hould remember, abo e all thin , n t o 

lavi h our m n y for the adornmen t th 
e terior t uch an e tent a cur il the 
proper tre tment of the interi r f the build· 
ing. 'I here ha been great d lopme t i 
the anufa ture f rick, nd arti tic tf ct 1 

can be pr uced in thi rna eri 1. hen th 
appropri ti n i mall no attempt hould be 
made to buil of to e, for brick i an hone t 
material, and its posstbilitie ha ., n t e 

een exhau ted. 
Thi paper h dtscu e the libr ry ue -

tion in a 1 gical order: F1r t, the s 1 tion 
of the librari n and archite t, then the rk­
ing ut of the pra tical roblem, le in to 
the la t word n the e ign, for th de 1 of 
the building mu t follow the plan an be a 
fittin expre ion of the purpose and arran e­
ment f the building. The library of toda 
in it arrangement i a new crea i n. e 
cann t clothe it in second-hand arment . o 
more intere ting problem i pr ented t the 
archite t than the evolution of the library, 
first in it practical form, and he in an 

rti tic expre ion, that hall fitl represent 
the high position the building o cupie in the 
communit . 
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