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St. John Lutheran Church
 to close after 155 years

TIMES-REPUBLICAN

STATE CENTER — On
June 28, the St. John Luther-
an Church Missouri Synod
located at 1956 Durham
Ave,, State Center, will close
its doors after 155 years.

There will be a 9 am.
church service led by Pastor
David Klinge and a 3 pm.
service led by Rev. Brian
Saunders, president of Iowa
District East-LCMS who will
officially close and deconse-
crate the building,

The church has a long
and rich history. On April
17, 1865, German Immi-
grants organized the church
which was also known as
the French Grove Lutheran
Church and the German
Lutheran Church. They or-
ganized a school and church
services were held in Ger-
man at the Center School
House. A piece of land was
purchased later in 1865 to be
the future home of St. Johns.
A parsonage was built on
the property and the pastors
taught students there until
1880. The first confirmation
was held on April 17, 1870
with 14 confirmands.

. Over the years students
traveled to school on foot, by
horseback or buggy, on bicy-
cles and, finally, automobiles.
During the winter months,
students often stayed with
nearby relatives or friends in
order to attend school. There
was a pony barn to shelter
the ponies and horses while

tha atidanta
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rebuilt, services were held at
the State Center High School
gymnasium while weddings
and funerals were held at
nearby Lutheran Churches.
After the basement was
completed, church services
were then held there while
the remainder of the church
was built. St. John has often
been called the country ca-
thedral. There is a beautiful
stone arch between the nave
and the sanctuary. The ceil-
ings soar with large wooden
beams and trusses anchored
by red bolts whose color rep-
resent Christ’s blood. There
are nine groups of stained

the congregation have gone
on to be pastors, teachers,
missionaries and community
leaders.

In 1980, the Clemons
School Building was pur-
chased and Clemons Luther-
an School was formed. St.

John's has always been sup- .

portive of Christian Educa-
tion and helped support CLS
until it closed in May of 2014.
Over the 35 years the school
was open, it provided many
opportunities for students,
families and staff. There were
many wonderful staff mem-
bers who contributed to the
success of CLS. The build-

delicious. The Children’s
Christmas Eve Program has
been a tradition for many
years, along with the giving
of Christmas bags filled with
peanuts, apples, oranges and
candy to the children and
congregation.

Adult fellowship and
service have included: La-
dies Aid, Young Ladies:
Aid, LWML,Vespers Circle,
Morning Circle, Quilting
Club, Lutherans for Life,
Choir, Dart Ball Leagues,
Young Couples Club, Har-
vest Festlval Easter Break-

e ~ra



Volume S Sunday after Ascension Number 1,
May 9,1937,

afternoon of a weary day the cry was heard; "Water! water!" A Southern
soldier begged his captain to be allowed to answer those piteous cries,
but met with the refusal;"No;it would mean certain death'! He Persisted,
however,Saying;"Above the roar of the'artillery and the crack of the
mskets I hear those cries for water: let me gol" He set out with g
bucket of water and a tin cup; for a while the bullets sang around him,
but he seemed to bear a charmed life, Then,as the federals beyond the
field perceived the purpose, the firing gradually ceased; and for an hour
and a half there was an armistice,while the soldier in gray,in full sight
of both armies,went about on his errand of mercy.

And this was the kindness of our God. He came from heaven to bring
the cup of cold water to dying men. Ah,that was the greatest kindness
that was ever known. It was the most sublime heroism too. But the firing
did not cease when He came to us with the Water of Life;His mercy toward
us cost Him His 1ife, What shall we render unto the Lord for His loving
kindness? TLuke 1:74.75 8 Cor.5: 15,

FRED HOLLE 1855 - 1937,

Friedrich August Wilhelm Holle was born at Long Grove,Ill.Nov.25,1855,
On December 16,1855 he was baptized into the name of the Triune God,
Vowing loyalty and faithfulness to his God and Savior and Church he was
confirmed on April 10,1870. He came to Iowa in 1875, On April 15,1883 he
Was united in marriage to Mis Minnie Schaper and settled on a farm six
miles north and west of State Center,Ia.residing there until 1912 when
they moved to State Center,Ia. This union was blessed with two children,
lirs .Ernest Hilleman and lirs,Leland Nolta. He departed this life on
Ascension Day, May 6,1937,after having reached an age of 8l years,5
months,and 11 days. He is survived by his wife, irs. fred Holle, two brotaers,
William Holle of Yorkville,Ill. and Henry Holle of Litchfield, winn.,
one sistergmrs.mary Voss having breceded him in death, two daughters,
Mrs.Ernest Hilleman ang Mrs.Leland Folta, 6 grandchildren,and 1 great
grandchild,

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."
SPECIAL SERVICE SUNDAYﬁEVENING MAY 23,1937,
A special service will be conducted in the interest of young people's
work on the above mentioned date, During this service we shall call the

years and all are asked to be present to answer the roll. Invitations
will be sent out some time next week. This service is for young and old.
A lunch will be served after the services to all attending. Remember the
date; May 23 at'8:00 P.M.,at the church. Make your Plans now to attend.

Announcements:

The  funeral Services will be held this afternoon at 2:00 from the
house and 2:30 here at the church, Let us refrain from loud 8inging at
funerals, Congregational singing is to be carried on in.g soft, subdued
Manner during funeral services.,

The Trinity Ladies Aid will meet at the home of Mr.and Mrs.August W.
Egeers Wednssday afternoon,

The Rally of Zone Three of the Walther League will be held at
Fredrioksburg,lowa next Sunday, The Zone Rally will be opened by a
service dn the High School Auditorium at 10: 30. Rev.J.W,Behnken,president
of our synod,will deliver the address. All our young people are invited.

The following have been chosen ag Officers of our local League:
Howard Riese,Pres.,Lloyd Eggers,Vise-Pres.,Inez Riese,Secretary, Lucille
Riese,Ruth Koepke, and Arnold Pfantz, vembers of Executive Board.
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Volume 10. FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY Number 6
January 7,1944. ; ‘

EPISTLE: Romans 12,1-5. GOSPEL: Luke 2,41-52,
Sermon Text: Isaiah 55,6«9,.
Theme: "MY THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS L®

HYMNS: ©S2% 651 519 577

Attendance Last Sunday:251 : Attendance a year agd:250
New Year's Eve :264 NeW Year's Eve:197
New Year's Day :181 New Year's Day %45 -

CHURCH CALENDAR

THIS AFTERNOON at 12:30 peme "MARSHALL COUNTY LUTHERAN HOWR® over K F J B.

VEDNESDAY,Jan «10y MISSION SOCIETY meets at 2 p.me with Mrs.Minnie Armbrecht.
Members are requested to read Matt.1l1,20-30; Luke 7,36«50.

LeLeLe QUARTET meets at 8 peme
FRIDAY,Jans12y CHURCH COUNCIL meets at the parsonage at 8 peme

NEXT SUNDAY,Jan .14,Sunday School and Services here at the Gymf at usual hours
‘ REGULAR QUARTERLY VOTER'S MEETING will be held at
1:30 peme at our Christian Day School. All members are
urged to attend.

NOTES and NEWS
In order that we may replace our hymnals,we would like to know how many of our
members have in their possession one of our chwch hymnals. e know that sometimes
people inadvertedly carry one of these books home with them. If you have such a copy
please informed the pastor or one of the elders,

Our Treasurer, lr.Harley Smith, submits the following report for December :
HOME PURPOSES: Offerings $1426.96; LJA.S,payment on kitchen $83,77;
Sund&y School Offering= $13097o¢00o.oocc-onooo.oocoqc ......-31524.70
OUTSIDE PURPOSES: Budget §$351.46; Christmas Eve offering for Ft.Dodge $50, :
for Bible Society §$50,forDetpoit $30;for Bethesda $30 .28 Jemorial
wreaths to Lutheran Hour $4 and to Army & Navy Com.$l.50; From
Ladies Aid Society for School in Indi&.$5.52o.........-..-......... # 522,76

TOTAL RmEIPTS: aee v nm47.46

On Monday evening God in His wisdom seen fit to take from us our beautiful house
of worship.The origin of the fire remains a mystery,The insurance on the church and
contents is §26,475¢ e are happy to report that our Communion vessads which Mrs,
Oehlsen had taken homejare saved.Also the silk covering and some of the communion
linens were saved since Mrs . Minnie Armbrecht had taken these home to launder .The
contents of the new cornerstone are not damaged.One of our young men noticed that the
stone was oracking and he manage to carry it away from the flames.

In ouwr howr of loss God has not forsaken us.He has sent us brotherly sympathy.
Sympathetic hearts beat.for us when they heard of our loss.Letters of sympathy and
encouragement have come to the parsonage from many pastors and friends.Even a check
has been received for the Building Fund.All these letters tell us:

"Better to hope though the clouds hang low There was never o night without a day

And to keep the eyes still lifted; - Nor an evening without a morning,
For the sweet blue sky will soon peep thru And the darkest hour,as the proverb goes,
itlhen the ominous clouds are rifted, Is the hour before the dawning.

To all these kind friends, we herewith say "THANK YOU" and "GOD BLESS YOu"
Ouwr New Year's Motto: "10, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYL®
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12 IOWA DISTRICT NEWS

1 PASTOR H. C. KOEPKE ¥

In this memorial shall be traced the span o.<:ife
allotted to one who was a friend to a large nur. er,
a_ Christian brother to many, a pastor to a smaller
circle, and a beloved one to some selected few. The
hearts of all these are deeply touched and filled with
sincere sorrow because of the sudden passing away
of this esteemed friend and brother, this beloved
husband and father. But we know it is the heavenly
Father who has called him from his labors in the
Church militant to the peaceful rest of His Church
triumphant. Knowing this we humbly submit our-
selves to His will, trusting that His ways, though
not always our ways, are unmistakably correct and
redound to our eternal welfare. Our comfort rests
in the good and gracious will of our heavenly Father
vgho does all things well.

Herman Conrad William Koepke was born on
Sept. 8, 1884 at Waterloo, Iowa, the son of Fred
Koepke and Mary nee Preschold. Here he grew up
in a Christian home and under Christian influences
and after due instruction in the truths of God’s holy
Word he has confirmed in 1898 by the Rev. Theo.
Wolfram. In the fall of 1900 he entered Concordia
College, St. Paul, Minn., to prepare himself for the
ministry. Having graduated from this institution
he entered Concordia College at Milwaukee, Wis.,
where he finished the prescribed course in the spring
of 1905. In the fall of the same year he started his
theological course at Concordia Seminary in- St.
Louis, graduating in 1908.

In July 1908 he began his ministerial activity in
Buckeye, Iowa, where he was the first resident
pastor of the congregation. With untiring zeal he
sought souls for the Savior. From Buckeye he served
at various periods a mission in Iowa Falls, organized
a Lutheran congregation in Alden, preached at Grant
Center, and was pastor at Tipton Lutheran near

Buckeye. During all these years he also conducted
and taught in the Lutheran school at Buckeye.

In 1918 he was overcome with illness which ex-
tended over a period of several months, during which
time he often lingered between life and death. But
his work was not yet completed. The Lord gave him
strength to recover, but he never regained his full
health and strength. His condition remained more
or less poorly. In March of 1919 he accepted the
superintendency of the Lutheran Home Finding So-
ciety at Fort Dodge and served in that capacity un-
til 1924, in which year he entered the pastorate of
St. John and Trinity congregations at State Center,
where he was active until the Lord called him home
on Friday morning, January 80. Upon arising in the
morning he had a sudden attack of hemorrhage,
breathing his last shortly after. Thus his active ca-
reer in the Christian ministry came to a sudden
close after 2214 years of service; 10% years at
Buckeye, 5% years in Fort Dodge and 6% years at
State Center.

The funeral service was held Sunday afternoon,
February 1, at State Center. The Rev. Theo. Hinck
conducted the prayer service in the parsonage and
the Rev. C. Hesse, a classmate and intimate friend
of the family, preached the funeral sermon, based on
Nahum 1, 7. The Rev. A. H. Janke read the obitu-
ary and the Rev. Ad. Schwidder, vice-president of
the Iowa District and also a classmate of the de-
ceased, spoke words of comfort and sympathy in
behalf of the Iowa District and the classmates who
could not attend. The board of deacons of the State
Center congregation acted as pallbearers and young
ladies as flower-girls. A ladies choir and the school
children sang beautiful selections for this solemn oc-
casion. Many and beautiful were the floral offerings
and enormously large was the number of those who
had come from all parts of Towa and beyond to pay
their last respects to the beloved and deceased
friend.

On Monday morning the remains were taken to St.
Ansgar, where another funeral service was held in
the Lutheran Church, conducted by the Rev. P.
Brammer who spoke words of comfort on the basis
of Luke 2, 29 to another large audience. Thereupon
burial was made in the cemetery of St. Ansgar, Rev.
J. Schliepsiek reading the committal service.

The Rev. H. C. Koepke was the German editor of
the Iowa District News until this year. He was the
first visitor of the Eldora Circuit of the Iowa Dis-
trict, serving from 1928 to 1930. He was instru-
mental in founding the Lutheran Hospital Associa-
tion in Hampton and was a member of the Board
and secretary of that organization. Besides he was
District chairman of the Lutheran University Asso-
ciation of Valparaiso, Indiana. While pastor in
State Center he began mission-work in Marshalltown
and organized a congregation which now has its own
resident missionary. Indeed, a life devoted to the
clause of the Lord and His church has come to a
close.

On his birthday, September 8, 1908, the Rev. H. C.
Koepke was united in holy wedlock with Miss Mar-
tha Wiegner of St. Ansgar, Iowa, to whom he was
a tender and affectionate husband. Nine children
were born to this union: Waldemar, Paula,
Ruth, Flora, Victor, Luther, Edwin, Theodore,
and Dorothy who, together with his widowed wife
now mourn his untimely death. Other immediate
relatives are: his mother, Mrs. Mary Koepke; his
brothers, Carl, Lorenz, Ernest, Herbert; his sisters,
Alma and Helen Koepke, and Mrs. Clara Zopf; four
brothers-in-law; two sisters-in-law, besides his be-
reaved congregation, his brethren in the ministry,
especially the members of his conference, with whom

A
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Diamond

~ ANNIVERSARY
 1865-1940 ‘

ST. JOHN'S
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

State Center, lowa




“JIn the Cross of Christ I glorp,
Towering o'er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred storp
GBathers 'vround its head sublime”’




Medication

IN MEMORY of our pioneer founders,
and the many other men, women, and
childrer. who through the seventy-five
years have lived with us, worked with us,
and worshipped with us, and who have
through faith in Jesus Christ finished their
course and crossed the Jordan of time and
entered into the Church Triumphant, we

affectionately dedicate this anniversary
booklet.
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The Good Shepherd

«® Karth, earth, earth, hear the Word of the
Ford,.  Jer. 2224,

“The that heaveth pou hearveth Me.” Fuke 1N:16.




St. John's Lutheran Church--1940

“Come thou with us and we will do thee good,
for the Hord hath spoken good concerning Fsrael.”
Num. 10:29
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History of St. John's Lutheran Church

White settlers were beginning to displaice the roaming Indians around the middle
cf the last century. Without nrailroads and improved highways this part of the state
remained but thinly settled until the end of the Civil War. As conditions adjusted
themselves after the Civil War and when the railroads had made their advent into the
state conditions changed rapidly. Thousands of farmers from Illincis, Indiana, Ohio,
Kentucky, and from the northern European countries, took up homesteads on the
virgin prairies of the state. Immigrants came in steady stre:ms and many of them
were of German origin.

A few German families settled in thig vicinity. Here they found ccmnditions ideal
for establishing their homes and in due season they prospered as God showered His
blessings upon them. But earthly prosperity alone does not satisfy the longing of the
soul. The Savior says: “Man does not live by
bread a'one, but by every word that procedeth cut
of the mouth of God,” and “What is a man pro-
fited if he gain ‘he whole world and lose his
soul?”’ These picneer German Lutherans were
brought up in the fear of God and they longed,
even fainteq for thea courts of the Lord, and they
were anxious ‘o do their Gcd given duty also
toward their children. They wanted their child-
ren brought up in the faith of their fathers.

‘This longing was satisfieq when a few Lu-
i~eran families were placed under the shepherd-
ing care of a circuit riding missionary, Rev.
Lossner, and 1. ter under the spiritual care of
Rev. F. Doescher, whe was residing at Ft. Dodge,
Ia. These pioneer missionaries were willing ‘to
bring great sacrifices in order to break the bread
of life to the scattered Lutherans in the state of
Iowa. One of the Rev. [F. Doescher’s assistanits
reported to his mission Board that he had trav-
eled 6,622 miles in saddle and buckboard during
o e the year. But ‘hey gladly bore this hardship.

- They fought valiantly foif the cause of the Lord.
Rev. F. Doescher They spent their energies and were spent in the
service of the Master.

About ten years after the founder of Marshallicwn h.d plotted the city and had
with the assistance cf his friends wrested the counly seat from Marietta in 1853, Rev.
Lossner, a Lutheran missionary, came lere to supply the religious needs of the Ger-
man Lu'.herans of that place . nd vicinity. The bloody (Civil War, however, greatly
retarded the progress of his work, which he was ccnducting with a great deal of self-
denial. Later his work was continued by Rev. F. Doescher.

On the 17.:h of April 1865 St. John’s Lutheran Church was crganized by mission-
ary Doescher. A constituticn wag adopted and signed by nine members. The names of
these charter members are: Louis Hartwig, Henry Oehlsen, Louig [Frohwein, Henry
Scharer, Fred Bader, Augus: German, August Eckhardt, George German, and Fred
Oehlsen. (All photographg of the founders except the photcgraph of Mr. Freq Bader
were available.) Tirese fimilies did not have an imposing church structure; no, they
had 'to be content to worship in, the Old Center Schcol House. In the fall of 1865 a
piece of ground consisting of five acreg was purch:sed for $100.00. On this plot of
ground a church building with an annex fcr school purposes and a parsonage were
erected. 'The records stow that the sum of twelve doll:rg was paid for 'the corner
stone.
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Succeeding Rev. |[F. Doescher the Rev. Lossner ministered to the needs of
the flock and later on Rev. Mertens took charge., After the pasitorate of Rev. Mertens,
the Rev. F. Doescher, thep staltioneq at Timber Creek, tock «charge and later was
calleq by the congregation as its first resident pastor. He was succeeded by Rev.
Winsch who gain 'was succeeded by a layman, Mr. Kugland, who offered his services
‘o the congregation because phe was so well versed ini the [Seriptures. At this time the
first parsonage was destroyed and all the old ichurch recordg Wwere consumed by the
flames. On April 17, 1870 Rev. F. Doescher, who was living at Boone, Ta., was privi-
leged tc confirm the first clasg consisting of 'the following catechumens: Katy Schaper,
Minnie Schaper, Vena Eckh irdt, Hanna Ec khardt, Caroline Elckhardt, Mary Bader, Til-
lie Bader, Fred Hilleman, August Tops, Mary Rafeld, Caroline Tops, Hanna German,
Mary Eckhardt, anq Edward Rafeld.

o

Confirmation Class--1940
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St. John's Church--&1 874

After Mr. Kugland’s shor: term of office Rev. Ph. Stui, pastir at Luzerne, Ia.
took ich.rge during the vacancy. From this time all church records are available,

In 1872 Rev. iC. F. Herman was called anq he faithfully served the ccngregation
unrtil Easter 1885. During pis pas:orate the congregation g : TR
grew so rapidly that it became necessary to erect a
larger house of worship. The voting members, 29 in
number, did not faller, but erected building at a cost
of $4,000.00 anqg were privileged to dedicate the gsame
to the services of the Triune God op October 18, 1874.
Although mos: of the members were yet poorly situateq
in this world’s gcods and were obliged to borrow the
money they subscribed to the building funi at an exor-
bitan; rate of 12 percent, they did so with a willing
heart bezause they loved their Savior. (To show you
hew willing they were to lay their offerings at the feet
of the Lorq wao bought them, they also erected a school
building in 1880. This school stil] stands and ig useq to
indoctrirate the children whom ihe Lord has given and

enrusted to our care and to train them for heaven’s :
citizenship. Rev. C. F. Herman




Rev. C. F. Herman was followed by Rev. P. Meineke who faithfully took charge of
the flock over which the Holy Ghost had made him an overseer from 1885-1892. During
hig tenure of office the bell weighing 1800 pounds was purchased at a cost of $348.00
and was dedicated to call 'to prayer and to invite all
who pave ears to hear to ccmpass the Lord’s altar and
to hear of all His wondrous works. At this early stage
of St. Joan’s history the congregaticn showed a healthy
sign by being interesied mnot only in its own welfare,
but also in the development ang extension of God’s
kingdcm in other localities. That the congregation was
mission minded at that time can be seen from a para-
graph g.eaned from the |[Fifiieth Anniversary Booklet of
our sister congregation at Hubbard, Ia. The paragraph
reads: “A debt incurred through the building of the
church so-cn causeq great concern. The congreg.iion
wag poor and the members few. Payment of the note
was due. In their great distress the members appealed

to the sister congreg ition a: State |Center. The fellow-

_ Chriziians g*+ that place granted the Hubbard parish to
Rev. P. i¥eineke sglicit funds. A committee ‘canvasseq the French Grove
congrega:tion 2°d raisel sufficient money :o liquidate the indebtedness. To this day
S . John’s congregation iz indebted to the church gt State Center for havng helped tc
cave ‘ ‘he c-urch. Hum n'y speaking, it was the gurport of these friends in Marshall
C uaty that saved the Lu heran cause at Hubbanrd.”

Interior of Old Church




The congregation was privileged to enjoy anq prosper under the able and devote:
services of the Rev. A. J. Boehm. From 1892-1911 he ; :
taught in the school in addition to his ministerial du
ties. Trying were the days when the question arcse:
Sh:ll we or shall we not permit Jlodge members to
commune at our altar? When ‘the question was taken
up by the congregation the prediction was made that if
the pas.or wculd not cease his opposition to the secret
societies he soon would not have enough members to
fill the front pew. But the pastor s.ood firm. And so did
the congregation. The lodge question wag set.led once
and for all times. To the energetici and faithful testi-
mony <f this man of God this congregation will be for-
ever indebed. While pastor Boehm| was pastor the pres
ent parscnage wag built in 1902, the furnace was instail
ed in the church (only the older members who saw :the
long lire of stove pipes can fully appreciate the im-

provement) and the fine pipe crgan was purchasel for
$671.00. Rev. A. J. Boehm

=
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Rev. H. Markworth became the next past>r in 1912. He was a true shepherd and
‘‘he work of the Lord proscered under his fa'thful mini-
strations. He was insirumental in organizing our pres-
ent Lalieg Aid Society. There had been in existence a
Ladies Aiq and also 1 Ycung Ladieg Aid rrevious to
t2is ime, but both of these organizations were merged
into the organization which ig active to this day. This
organizaticn has done much gcod by serving the local
congrega'.ion in numerous capalcities and by m. king
substanrtial contributions for missions anq charitable in-
stitutions and endeavors. Last year ‘he Ladies Aid
was privileged tc observe itg 25th Anniversary by an
impressive service in grititude o the good Lord wio

-

e .

has found us meet to be His colaborers. While Rev. H.
Markworth was pastor of this ccngregation the mem
bership had grown to such an extent that an edition
hal to be built in 1917. This addicion to the churcy in-

Rev. H. Markworth creased the seating capacity iconsiderably. {The present
alter and pu'pit was purchaseq by the Ladies Aid i'nd presenied to the congregation.
Humanly speaking the services of pastor Markworth came to an end all too soon. Due
to ill health he had to resign frcm his life’s calling.
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Rev. A. Brauer was called and installed as Rev. Markworth’s successor. He
falthfully served the congregation from 1920-1924. He was a good sermonizer. All
those who have heard him will testify to the faict that
he could really give you a heart to heart talk. It was
with reluctance that the congregation gave him a dis-
missal to take up his present charge at Keystone, Ia.
During the pastorate of Rev. A. Brauer +he Luther
League was organized. Thig organization later became
the Walther League and joined the International Wi
ther League on October 17, 1926. The object of our Wal-
ther League could be summed up in these words: To
prcmote Christian fellowship, to provide a program
which will increase the Christian knowledge of the
confirmed and to prepare the youth of cur congregation
for a more wconsecrated service of Him who died for
them and rose again. The Walther League endeavors to
aid in keeping the young people with the church and
give them an oppcr.unity to continue the study cf the

Rev. A. Brauer Word of Goq after their confirmaiion. The Walther
League deserves the full cooperition c¢f all the parents and young ceople 2f our con-
gregation,

Rev. H. C. Koepke became the pas.or of this congrega‘ion after Rev. A. Brauer
moved to Keystone, Ia. He was pastcr of this congregation from 1924 to 1931. Being

mission minded himself 2e had the gifi of making oth-
erg give amd live 'io extend the Savior’s kingdom. Mis-
sion treasuries, charities .nd other worthy causes had
an ardent and enthusiastic advccate in pastor Koepke,
It was pasior Koepke who prevailed upon the congl'egﬁr
tion to organize anq establish a '‘Sunday School. T.-is or-
ganization ncw has an enrollment of over 150. An aver-
age of over a hundreq children are sitt'ng a: the fee of
the Savior every Sunday morning hearing about the

Lord who bought them ind who has ascended on hign

tc prepare a place for all those who love His appearing.
It wag also pastor Koepke who saw the need and possi-
bility of a congregation at Marshalltown. (The grawtia
and progress of cur sister congregition shows the wis-
dom of hig vision and labor. Although in failing healih
pastor Koepke labored faithfully until the Lord ca'led
him home anq thus reaping thesend cf faith, which is

Hév. ‘H. C. ‘Koepke

the soul's salvation. This faith with the aid of God’s Holy Spirit he planted and nou:-
ished in the hearts of others thrcugh his preaching and teaching.
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Church Council--1940

Front Row—Ieft to right, Ernest Hilleman, Conragd Schaper, Albert Sm_it’h, Roland
Wengert. Bzck Row—Ileft to right, Rev. William J. F. Zabel, Lecn Timmerman,
Emmanuel Oehlsen, R. L. George

Rev. William J. F. Zabel, the presenit pastor was in-
stalleq on May 3, 1931 and has since been the overseer
of the congregation anq its varioug depar:ments.

The congregation has grown from g small group in-
to one of the largest ‘congregations in our distric:. Many
external changeg have been made during the ccurse of
the years, but internally she hag not changed, but te-
naciously remained what her fithers and founders in-

tended her to be, built upon the foundation of +the
apostles and prophets, Jesug Himself being the chief
corner stone. Her scle norm ang rule had been anq is to
this day the Worq of God which abideth forever. Her
sole business has been and is and we hope ever shall
be to preach Christ and Him crucified, to holq up the
changeless IChrist (o a changing werld that is ripening
for its final doom. Many great things have been aclcom-
plished by the grace of God in the past seventy-five e :
years anq ler us with the help of God go onw 11 and Rev. William J. F. Zabel
forwarq and upward ever praying and toiling for ever

greater acgcomplishments in the
power of God as the years roll on toward the century mark. Le: us labor while it is
day, for the night cometh when no man can work. Let ug bear fruit ' hat abides. Our
earnest prayer is at this Diamcng Jubilee: “May the Lord be wih us as He was with
our fathers, and may the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish Thou
the work of our hands upon us, yea, the w¢ rx of our nands establish Thou it” Amen.
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Our Christian Day School

Christian parents know that their children are a gift from the Lord and that their
children are a sakred trust gnd that they must re.r them as Goq wan.g them tc be
reared. God speaks to all parents when He says: “These words which; I command thee
this day shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt teich them diligently to thy children,”
“All thy children shall be taught of the Lord,” “Take this chilg and nurse it for Me,”
and “Ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.” Christian education begins at the cradle and ccntinues
until the grave. Christian education and training must begin in the home in early child-
hood. The parents have this responsibility. The ichurch is there to aid the parents in’
bringing up their children in the faith of the fathers. One of the finest agencies, which
is in position to aid the parents in this God-given duty of nursing the children for the
Lord, is the Christian Day School. Thig congregation has from the beginning recog-
nized this and hag made provisions to give children of the parish well planned reli-
gious education and training. Our school has been t.ught in the parsonage, in the an-
nex of the church, and in the present sichocl building which was erected and dedicatel
in 1881. Our school teacheg all the subjects the g.ate requires and in addition to the
THREE R’s our. school teaches the most important R, Religion. Every day a certain
periocd is devoted to the instruction of religion and the entire day is spent under the
influence of the Word of God. If a Sunday school with less than a half hour of reli-
gious instruction a week is good—and we all kncw ‘that it is—it stand<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>