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8 Times. Vinton. Iowa. February 6. 1978 

News and Views 

Several landowners consulted w1th 
the D1stnct Forester, Bob H1bbs, 
about wildlife plantings when he was 
in the dlstnct office It's not too late to 
order trees from the State Nursery at 
Ames These trees are for Wildlife 
pantmgs, Chnstmas tree production, 
etc., and can be purchased at a low 
pr1ce Check at the lhstnct office for 
more mformallon 

- +-
YOU DON'T HAVE TO CONTOUR 

ALL YOUR SLOPING ACRES -
ONLY THE ONES YOU WANT TO 
KEEP I Have you thought about 
contounng to save soli" By nmnmg 
your row pattern aroWld the hill 
rather than up and down the hill, soil 
loss can be reduced by a bout 50 peent 
on sloping land. Staff from our otrice 
will be glad to help you lay out a 
contour line to follow. An added bonus 
is a $4 per acre payment made from 
the federal cost share program on 
land that is bemg contoured for the 
first time. Come m and look at the soil 
and land use maps of your farm to 
check on the soil loss you are 
presently havmg and see how much it 
could be reduced After all, do you 

.. . from your 

Soil Conservation District 

want that precious topsoil on your 
farm or at the mouth of the 
MISSISSippi" 

- +-
As the construction season ap­

proaches, don't forget the standard 
safety rules If you have, or suspect 
you have, undergroWld gas, electric 
or telephone lines on your property 
and are planning some type of con­
struction work, remember to notify 
your contractor or others who might 
be operating machinery This 
precaution could save you anythmg 
from a little inconvenience, or a small 
dollar expense, to somethmg as im· 
portant as human lives and thousands 
of dollars worth of machinery and 
property If you aren't sure what 
might be buried under your land, 
check with the utility companies in 
your area. 

" News and Views" is prepared by 
Floyd Peters and his s tarr at the 
distr ict soil office in Vinton. 
Questions, comments or column ideas 
should be directed to Floyd Peters at 
his olfice in the agriculture building in 
Vinton. 
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R Times. Vinton, Iowa, March 6. 1978 

News and Views 

The United Stales' annual loss of 
five million acres of rural land to non· 
agr icul tural use is a special concern 
during thls year 's celebration of Soil 
Stewardship Week April 30·May 7, 
Henry Lyphout, chairman of the 
Benton County Soil Conservat ion 
District announced today 

This year 's Soil Stewardship Week 
theme, " Compelling Ventures ," also 
stresses the importance of controlling 
water pollution caused by nm-off 
from ID'lprotected farms, roads1des, 
and construction Sites, Lyphout ad· 
ded. 

Soli Stewardship Week IS a 
nationwide observance wluch em· 
phasizes mao' s responsibility to 
protect and CO)lServe soil , water , and 
other natural resources 
Tradltionally; churches and local 
citizen's groups participate. 

" Nearly 3,000 conservation dlstncts 
throughout the U S will focus their 
a ttention upon conserving and 
preservmg America's best farmlands 
during this 21st annual observance of 
Soil Stewardship Week," Lypbout 

HERE IS WHAT THEAVERAOE I ACRES 
OF U.S. FARMLAND LOOKS UKE: 
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Soil Conservation District 

swd "The U S Department of 
Agr1culture est1mates that of the five 
million acres annually lost to 
agriculture, nearly one million acres 
are classed as 'pr1me' land- the best 
and most productive land we have. We 
are encouraging the preservation of 
these to!Hluality farmlands for far· 
ming rather than their indiscriminate 
use for housmg developments , high­
ways, shoppmg centers, and the like " 

Twenty-three churches participated 
in Soli Stewardship Week in Benton 
County last year We are hopng that 
at least this many will use the 
materials agwn Uus year 

The 1978 Soli Stewardship Week 
reference booklet. " Compelling 
Ventures," and related mater1als are 
available free of charge to local 
churches and community groups 
through the Benton County Soil 
Conser va t1on District The 
publications were prepared by the 
National Association of Conservation 
Districts . U you church or citizen' s 
group is interested, call the district 
office at 472·2161. 
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Our colD'lt ry is blessed with a good 
agricultural climate, ample resources 
distributed (rom one end o( the nation 
to the other, and a large acreage of 
good farmland. 

But these assets are not growing. 
Population is. 

Fifty years ago, there was an 
average of more than 100 acres of 
cropland per person in the United 
States. There is now just over a billion 
acres of farmland in the United 
States. That is an average of 5 acres 
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TOTAl. 5 ACRES 

per person. So, each of us depends on 5 
acres of land for our food and some of 
our clothing and lumber 

U we are going to maintain our 
affluence - or increase it - we must 
somehow make our farm acreage 
more productive to keep up with the 
growth in populallon. Good soil 
conservation practices are one way to 
make our land more productive, and 
w1thout these practices. the 
productivity goes down over the 
years 


