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r----1984 Annual Financial Report---, 
IM Budget· District AllocaUon . . . . . . • . . ............................... . 

Expense• 
Commissioners mlluge, mull, hotel . 
OfCice suppUe." expense. . ... ... .. .. .. . . . .... ... ... ... . . 

Total 
I 0 o o o 0 0 o o o o o o 0 o o o 

Released back to Department or ~~j C~~rvaUon 
Balance on lulnd June30,11184 . . . . . .. " .. 

00 

.... " · "" 

I I 0 0 0 I I I I o o o I I I I 0 

IUM Budget !Voluntary cost share pro(lram) .••... . .••. . . .• . . 
81-32 voluntary cos1 share funds 

t~~~=:~n0!::Ce~~ed 03/84 •. 00 ...... . ... . .... . ... 00 • 

Rei used bac.:7o D-rtment of SoU Conse~~·u;.; ••....•• . .... ••...• 
83-&4 voluntary costsb;;e fundi • • 

00

" • 

00 00 

.... 

00 

Allocation 
• • • • • • • •••••• 0 • ••• •••••• 0 ••••••• •• • 0. • • • 0 • 

Obligated or spent. .•••••.••.• •. •..••••. •••.•••...•••.. 
Ba1

1
ance unobligated 00 .............. 

00 
...... . . .. 

00 00 00
• 

Revo vlng Loan Funds !no-lnteresll 
Allocation 

I I I I I I I 0 I 0 0 0 o I I o o ' o o 0 ~ o o o o o o 0 o o o o 0 1 o 

Obligated or spent . •. • .•.••••••• •• •••••• ••• . ••• • ...•• . 
Balaoc~ • . . . • . . . • • . • . . • . . . . . • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • 

Revolving Account 
July I, lelll balance 

RKtJpll · St ComptroUer :::: :··:: :::::::: . :::: ::·: :::::::::: 
Dl1burnmenll· Ofhce supplle. ... 00. .. .. 00 .. 00 . ................ , 

June 30, 1984 balance 
ConservaUon Club Account 

July 1, 1983 balance 
Reeelpll 
Donations ...... 

0 I 0 0 0 '0 I 0 o o I 0 I 0 I I o o o o 0 o o o o o o o 0 I o o 

I 0 0 0 I I 0 0 0 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Flags .....••.••••••••••...•••..••••.•••••• ••..••• ....••• ••.•••• 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... . 
Total ••.•.••... . . • .••••••••••••....••• : •..•••••••••••••• 
Dllbursfmenll 
Publications • • • • ...••...•• •.••••.•••• ••.••••... . ••...•• 
Education program expense ••.• ••.... •••••••••••••• •••••••...•• 
SoH Stewardship •• , ••••• , •• ••• •..•.••••..••• , •••••• •••. 
E.ssay con lest • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• 
lASCDdue. •.•..•••• .....••...•••.....•....•.•...........••... 
Flags . • • . . . • • • . • • . . • •••••• • , . . . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • . . . . • ... 
GUts, memoraals .. . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • . . . • • • • • • • • . • . • . .. 
Petty Ca1h • • . .••.•..••.....•...•••••••• ~ • •. ...• • •.•.•••.•.• , ••• 
Total • . . . . • . • . • . . • • • • • • • • . . . • • • . • . • • • . . . • • . . . . . . . • . . • • • • • ...•••. 

Jun~ 30, 1884 b.alanee ......... • • • • • ••••• ...•• . .••.••• , ••••• ••••.. 
' 1984 Accomplishments Report 

!\lew cooperators • • .. .. • .. .. • • • .. ........... 54 No./7,383 A c . 
Farms contacted .. • .. .. .. .. . .. . .. • • . • • • • 267 No 
Indivaduals & groups applying practices . • . . • • • • . ••• 148 No. 
Conservation plans • • .................. 00 .... S,210 Ac 
Contouring .. .. • • • .. • • • .. • .. ............ 609 Ac 
Grade stablization structure . • , • • • , .• , , , 2 No 
Grassed waterway • . .. .. .. . .. , tO Ac 
Terraces . • .. .. ...... • .... 57,380Ft. 
Sedtment & water control basms • • . . •••. . .••••••.•. 29 No 
Reduced erosion on cropland . • .. • • . ......... 11,408 A c. 

Success with no 
interest loan program 

ll•e no-Lnteresl loan program is designed to (live eligible landowners a loan up to 
110,000 ooat no tnterest The landowners lulve up to ten years to repay the loan Tiles~ 
loans are for construction of permanent 1011 c:onurvatl011 practices The program has 
1evttal guidelines that lhould be followed by the la!ldolonen and f10andal 
lnlllluUoiiS, reports Anthony \I. 'lute, Soli Cc~rvatloDIIt. 

Mike Brwr 11 one ol thelandownen who panldpated In the provam dunng 1984 
Mike has the following commtnts about the proaram : 

"-I found out about the program from Hardin Soli Con~rvatlon O~trlct 
Commtuloners Th<' procedut'ell lo apply are very aimpl~ The no lnlrrat Joan 
Pro&rllm Is a good deal 

-'I'M bot lhin& about the provo.m Is )'OU pay no Interest on lhe Joan In a lew) ellrs 
lhe procUces pay for \humd~es 

II helps farmers get lhe benef1t o/1011 consuvallon prec:tkes on tbdr farms 
- It helps farmers ,.ho are not flnanclelly able to parUc1pate In lbe ~aular 

cosl~e program 
- In the long run the no Lnterest loan Ia just u (lood u the SO't cost lhare " 
-We put the land intoaet aside acres10 that aU tht construction wori could be done 

during the &wnmer ThiS re.lly worked out well because the cootuctor could gel In 
and complete the work on time." 

Banu play a ,.ery Important pan in making the no Ul~n:st loan program work 
Roger B)oren.son, Ill!' a f'ai!J State Bank, asslsJ.e9 M1kt in epplylna for the loan Mr 
BJorensoo comments, "The no Ulterest loan proJrBm Is a ~ery aood program It 
enables a farmer to apply 1011 conservation practices wtthoullulvln(l to boiTow mon!')' 
al 13\; to 14'\ Interest On a large loan tht mtuest paymenLI can re.lly add up 
Partlclpallng in tht no ln~rest loan program wu a(lood experience for the bank Tbf' 
11011 con~rvat10n staff and especlallv the clerk Susie Reece were very helpful and 
made th~ paper work 'mueh easter: Soli COnKrvai.IOn 1.1 bcMfaclal to the bank 'a 
customers u .. eu as the bank and If the customer Is happy, the bank Is lulppy " 

The Hardin Soil Ccnservat10n Dllltric:t Ofhce luis money available Cor no m~rest 
Joens Cor soil conservation practices In order to be ellslble, certain 
reqwrements must be met U you are interested or even bave que5t1ons conceman(l 
the no Interest loan program, please contact the Soli Conservation Service In Eldora 
We ore located at 1334 Edgington In the baaement of the poll olflce. Phone • (5151 
858 6692 

Mike Broer, RR, Iowa Falla, points out the water level reached this winter on one of 
his weter and sediment baslna. Mike pertlclpated In the no Interest loan program 
avallable through the Hardin SoU Conservation Dl1trlc:t. 
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Throughout the year1, the Hardin 
Soli Conservation District has been 
guided by dedicated c:ommlaalonen 
Eech c:ommluloner'a Input Into the 
dlltrlct '1 work plan as well as 100 
connrvadon work completed on 
their own farms, bas ruulted in the 
1011 aavlng practice. applied on the 
land today. 

Olltrlcta are Independent unlta of 
local government that belong to the 
people who brought them Into exist· 
tnct. Dlstrlcta are under the cUrect­
lon of a board of loc:elly elected 
commlulonera. Com mluloners 
volunteer their time without pay and 
u'ually are Carmen who work cloae· 
ly wltb the la.nd and deal w1th soU 
erosion every day. 

l>oll ConservatJoo Service (SCS ), 
founded In 1935, provides personnel 
who give the d istrict commissioners 
u well as other land owners technl· 
ca l aulstance aolvlng ero1lon 
probltml 

Eroalon con trol \lructurea are n0'8 llutlt •llh reinforced concrf'le end 11ometlmn 
with elumlnum and concrete. Pictured Is 1 pll) ~ontrol atructure ln•talltd by Frank 
Cook of l"e~~< Provldtnc:e In lt71 

Conservation s-11 needed 
8) Ca,.,.ll J llobson, Chairman 

lo,.a '111reat need for 1011 and waltr C.:lcserv.tlon Is still with us ~_nd wUI be 10 the 
foreseeable future The need for c:onstrval.ian of all our resources ancludmg money is 
open ended, It 'a a day to day struagle Society has 1 lendency to waste anything that It 
perceives to be In plenty whether tt 'l water, lOll, or money A national debl of 1.8 
trillion dollars boggles my mlnd .. hen llh(!t ollt So1llosses oliO tons per acre per 
year havr the same affect 

In my bumble view ~~>ecouldO>a far better jobc:onRrv~nsall our r'dOUl'ttS than "'e 
are We need Jlron(lludershlp andmlhu:slaaticc:Uir~n participatiOn or we don't lulve 
a hope to ec:c:omphsh the job that needs to be done Hardin County farmers h01ve done 
a Creditable job accepting so~ conS('rvatlon In 11.1 many different Corms Interest in 
conurvatlon has been ltrong Cor many rears. Our soli dutrict ls celebrating its 
birthday I his year on April 12th 

The dutr!ct was organized by Chester ViPn, f;Jdora, B R Wood. Ntw Providence, 
and C.J Ke~y. Iowa t'lllls James C H.t~y of the Soil ~rvatlon Service 
provided the tl:cllnicalesststanc:e and£ I Rosenberger, County Elllenslon D~n~Ctor, 
served as &«~tary We can be proud of all the men ,.ho pre.:edcd us w1th theiJ' 
111spluhon and s"'eat Thll charter members had to mstsll the soli conservation 
mu1ures oo thttr own farms then tn to ~uade thtlr neilhbors to follow suit II 
wa!lll't easy They were laughed ut by some of their peers who bellcVL-d 10 deep clean 
plowlnaand sometimes up and down the hUJ, a practice that started gullies Those 
men luld tht courage to take a new approach lo handling soil and watu They hoped to 
keep u much of the Certlltty and water on the upland as J105.Sible 

These Ideas have proved to be hl&hiY successful Today the teiTaces have been 
mod1hed to be much more convenanent for the Carmtr, hO\Ioever, the pnnctple is the 
ume Thaae of us who c:ame alonglaler have tried to bwld on these past successes 
and e11perl~nces . Hardin County has 40% of Its land protected by conservation 
menures , This protection has been accrued over these 40 years 

We have been blessed with a (lrest deal of state and federal help Our district has 
bad aeveral outstanding distriCt c:oi!Sfrvatlonists ovtr the years. We certainly had 
our share of good state conservat10111ides and clerks, too 1 know of no other task 
where cooperation ts more nf(esslty than it IS 1n producing soli and water 
conservation measure~ 1 thank 11"5 remarkable that the system works at all smce 
farmers, landowners. federal ofClc1al.•, state people, and neighbon. all have to get 
along together or the job can't be: done In sp1tc of a few hitches ovt·r the etghteen 
years I've beton associated with it, a very great deal has been accompbshed and our 
clllten taxpayers can be proud or lheoverall results All the commissioners thank you 
for your help and participation 

I'm not suggesting we .should ~laltflow,alot Is yet to be done We cannot let dov.n 
until "'e take care of every acre that reqwrts ,.ork Oc:cliSionaUy \lot~«> terraces that 
need maintenance Nothtng Is 10 sad ass~ng tax money to bwld terraces and then 
letting them go to Pteces Treo IU'O"' uo 10 them and pipes are sometlmt"' allo\loed to 
plug, causing a reservo1r overflo"' "llic:h esn gut them out Matntenan«' is not great, 
but It needs a watchful eye to ovoid expensive repairs NobOdy has Ctgured out a 
feasible way to recover soli after 11 leaves your own property 

Everyone needs a plan If he or she intends to sovr their lond heritage If you don' t 
have ~uch a plan. call our dLStnct olf1ce lomorrow You \\-111 get prompt , courteoos 
help If you Ctel you can't afford terraces, see our office personnel about con!>l!rvallon 
tillage- everyone c:an aCCord reduced ltlla~ Hopefully, those of us who are enjoymg 
our short tour here on earth willlea~e the ~d a httle better than "'e found tt Look at 
your children and grandchildren Are they lht• people you \lo&nt to leaw hand•capped 
or destitute-• I doubt it very much 

Soil Conservation Commissioners 

In 1985-
Carroll Hobson seated right , serves as 1985 c:hainnan of the Hardin Soil 

Conservation Di tr1ct Commissioners Other commissioners, seated left to right. 
Martin Broer vice chairman, and Gary Walters, treasurer Standing, left to right. 
Harry Lawless, assistant commissioner, Caleb Knutson and Gene Roberts 

In 1945-
The three onginal Hardin County Soil Conservation District Commissioners, 

plCtured In 1945, were, left to right Chester Vigars, B R Wood and C.J Kelsey . 

Farming efficiently with 
ridge-till or no-till 

8) Gary \'tellers , Commissioner, Hardin SCD 
Today's agricultural economy d1ctates e£ficient farming practices Ridge-till or 

no-till fill these needs Cor many farmers When a farmer can plant spray and 
cultivate h1s crop with 1.25 gallons of fuel per acre, that's econom1cal fuel use 
Combining wIll take about 1.7S gallons per acre , bnng10g the total fuel consumption to 
3 gallons per ncrc 

Labor sa\1ngs are about half of conventional tillage operations A farmer can 
handle more acres with ridge-till or no-till than the conventional "ay Additional 
spnngtime labor can be cut drastically or eliminated. 

~rosion control is the most important economical savings to the farmer For 
mstance, U the typical Iowa farm loses the state average of about 10 tons per acres, 
the value per ton is $S 00 in lost fertility . This is worth a staggering $50.00 per acre per 
year - lost forever Ill the wind or down the river. Remember, this is just the average• 
Many farms arc losmg up to 5 times this amount of ~oil, fertility, and dollars! 

Another side benefat that IS valuable to the ridge-tiller or ncKiller is the ability of the 
crops to withstand drouth or dry per1ods during critical parts of the growing season 
Durmg the drouth of 1977, a central Iowa ridge-till farmer had average com yields of 
Q> bushels per acre. while conventional farming neighbors had zero to IS bushel per 
acre yields . 1984 yields were outstanding with ridge-till and no-till in spite of rainfall of 
~ mches Ill Aug~.t~t • 

Herb1c1de and 11\secticide costs may be higher, initially, to the ridge-tiller or 
no-tiller. W1th expenence one can use the same or less than with conventional tillage, 
dependmg on whether the herbicide IS banded or broadcast . 
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Ero-ion control practices such a\ tbh gull) control ~tructure south or Eldora \\ere 
built b) the C.C (.' (ChiUan Constrvatlon Corp I. Tht' C.C.C. \loorked In Iowa from 
1931·1912. Their work \lo-BS done by bond with pick and ~bo\ el and hor~~ E'en though 
thl~ structure I~ approximately 40 yenrs old, It Is still In fairly good condition 

This ltagel• 8elng SponHreclay The•e 8u•l•••••• Who Support The IHort• Of The Hardin County Soli Con•ervatlon Dl•trlcta 

YOUR FULL SERVICE BANK 

Hardin County Savings Bank 
Member of the FDIC 

Eldora , Union, Liscomb 

Helping You Live BeHer, Farm Belter Electrically 

Hardin County 

Rural Electric 
Cooperative 

Iowa Falls 648-2571 

See Us For Your Spring Farm Needs : 
Fertilizer, Chemicals and Seeds I 

Owasa Co-op Elevator 
Ow a sa 

• 

Ph. 858·2148 

WhiHen 
GSUPPLY 

We have the largest Inventory of sprayer parts and 
equipment In th.IJ area. Plus, Cargtll seeds, Diamond Brand 
eeedJ and DEL-AIR beat excbangen. 

Whitten 486-2255 

Equipment For AU Your Earth Moving Needs . 

Mac's Bulldozing 
Marlyn McCormick 

E I dora 858-5584 

Hoffman Staoda For ... Btuer Vlehls 

R.R . 1, Iowa Falls, Ia . [515] 855-4330 

Tiling is the Answer! 

Huisman & Son Corp. 
RALPH AND TOBY HUISMAN 

WELLSBURG ~15 or ~9 

All Workmauahlp Completely Guarulffd 

Gehrke Construction 
Terraces - Tiling - Waterways 

Eldora Robert Gehrke 858-3609 


