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bserving 40th anniversary

1984 Annual Financial Report
IM Budget - District Allocation ..., .................. 2,000.00
.E:Ftnmh LR R A R YA R} Ll 2
mm ners mileage, meals, hotel...........
Oftice supilen & g et ....................... 1::.:2
L e SR LN R 1,996.45
Released back to Department of Soil Conservation ... 17718
Balanceonhand June0, 1984, .. .......................__ ' 0.00
ITIM Budget (Voluntary cost share program) |
81-82 voluntary cost share funds Throughout the years, the Hardin
Allocation (received 03/B4 .., ... ... wovvvre i 5.400.00 Soll Conservation District has been
Obligatedorspent. ..., ...~~~ —0wee i 4,516.50 ' Bulded by dedicated commissioners,
Released back to Department of Soll Conservation .. ..., .. . 883 50 Each commissioner’s input into the
H:llt;-zl::-.ury mt;h&mfund; district's work plan as well as soil
T e S e s s e 89,689, 34 o e st S
BAIAGOR GROBIERNET Lo Y <o own farms, has resulted in the
Revolving Loan Funds (no-interest) " soll saving practices applied onithe
T e I ot D o 8,097.00 land today,
Ty iy e R Y s e 7.302.95 : Districts are independent units of
Balance ........o.oue ous. 70406 local government that belong to the
Revolving Account Ptople who brought them into exist-
Juli.: ;;Ilﬁ'h;lllgac:‘ Pl 309.98 ;ﬂ. Districts are under the direct-
Disbursements - Office supplies .. T~£: tum‘:::!:ﬂzird “ltfl“."-; rrses
RS0, LOB DRI ION o astnas s sis e srsrressronrerertserere st ires s 426,01 val rs. Commlissioners
CobRecVR o b Attt olunteer their time without pay and
LU R e e e g o 683,20 usually are farmers who work close-
Recelpts ' Iy with the land and deal with soil
L e VUL T Py P Tt r ey 528 00 eroslon every day.
Flags..... 212 30 Soll Conservation Service [SCS),
IR IO Bh's ows & 335 7o s A ay o s e e b e 26.58 founded In 1935, provides personnel
21w 1 R AR LEE T 1 TR L S Tl T 76488 who give the district commissioners
g::;:;;::;::u as well as other land owners techni-
EACHaRtlo pmq-;r;ﬁm upeme ..... k4 wv e n e FERAT T TS on iy o e usig tal assistance solving erosion
T P e e S s Ao .57 Froneny
S A R e R A 45.00
IASCD dues TN e 2, 150.00
El.:gs AL CU LU PP E SO T 152,18
ifts, memorials. . ...
Pelty Cash 51:::
Tolal ..... LTI L Y LT S Ty e e e e 1,188.29
June 30, 1984 balance 684 (6

1984 Accomplishments Report

New cooperators . .......... ... 54 No./7.383 Ac.
Farms contacted : 15 s ... 267 No.
Individuals & groups applying practices . . . 148 No
Conservation plans Enws s 4P LS 5,210 Ac
Contouring . L : 809 Ac.
Grade stablization structure : : .o en s 2 NO,
Grassed waterway _ : ....10Ac
Terraces i §7.380 Ft
Sediment & water control basins 29 No
Reduced erosion on cropland . . .. .. 11,406 Ac.

Success with no
interest loan program

The no-interest loan program ls designed to give eligible landowners a loan up o
$10,000 00 2t no interest. The landowners have up Lo ten years Lo repay the loan. These
loans are for construction of permanent soll conservation practices. The program has
several guidelines that should be followed by the landowners and financial
institutions, reports Anthony White, Soil Conservationist

Mike Broer is one of the landowners who participated in the program during 1984
Mike has the following comments about Lhe program:

“~I fTound oul about the program [rom Hardin Soil Conservalion Districl
Commissioners. The procedures lo apply are very simple. The no interest lpan
program is a good deal.

= The best thing aboul the program is you pay no tnteresi on the loan. In a few years
the practices pay [or themaelves

- It helps [armers gel the benelil of soll conservallon practices on thelr farms

= Il helps farmers who are no! financially able to parlicipate in the regular
cosl-share program.

- In the Jong run the no interest loan is just as good as the 50% cost share,”

~We put the land Into sel aside acres so thal all the construction work could be done

during the summer. This really worked oul well because Lhe contractor could get in
and complete the work on time."'

Banks play a very important part in making the no interest loan program work
Aoger Bjorenson, lowa Falls State Bank, assisted Mike In applying for the loan, Mr
Bjorenson comments, "'The no interest loan program Is a very good program. It
enables a farmer (o apply soll conservalion practices without having to borrow money
al 13'% to 14% interest. On a large loan the interest payments can really add up
Participating in the no interest loan program was a good experlence [or the bank  The
soll conservation staff and especially the clerk Susie Reece were very helpful and
made the paper work 'much easier.' Soll conservation is beneficial to the bank's
cusiomers as well as the bank and If the customer is happy, Lhe bank is happy."

The Hardin Soil Conservation District Office has money avallable for no inlerest
loans for soil conservation practices, In order Lo be eligible, certain

requirements must be met. If you are interested or even have questions concerning
the no Interest loan program, please contact the Soil Conservation Service in Eldora
We are located at 1334 Edgington in the basement of the post office. Phone - (515)
B58-5692

Mike Broer, RR, lowa Falls, points out the water level reached this winter on one of
his water and sediment basins, Mike participated in the no Interest loan program
avallable through the Hardin Soll Conservation Distriet.

Eroslon control structures are now bullt with relnforced concrete and sometimes
with aluminum and concrete. Picturedls a gully control structure installed by Frank
Cook of New Providence In 1979,

Conservation “II needed

By Carrell J, Hobsan, Chairman i

lowa’s greal need for soil and water contrvation s still with us and will be in the
loresesable future. The need far conservatiin of all our resources including money is
open ended, It's a day lo day struggle. Sociely has o tendency to waste anything that it
percelves Lo be in plenty whether it's wilky, goil, or money. A national debt of 1.8
trillion dollars boggles my mind when I thitk of it Soil losses of 10 tons per acre per
year have the same affect

In my humble view we could do a far betler job conserving all our resources than we
are. We need strong leadership and ent hd(u izen participation or we don'l have
& hope Lo accomplish the jab that needs to Bedone  Hardin County farmers have done
a creditable job accepting soll conservation In |is many different forms; Interest In
conservation has been strong for many y&drs. Our soil district is celebrating its
birthday this year on April 12th

The district was organized by Chester Vigars, Eldora, B R Wood, New Providence,
and CJ. Kelsey, Iowa Falls. James C v ol the Soll Conservation Service
provided Lhe Lechnical assistance and £ [, Rmnhr;rger. County Extension Director,
served as secretary. We can be proud of all the men who preceded us with their
inspiration and sweal. The charter members had to install the soll conservation
measures on their own farms then try (o persuade their neighbors to follow suit. It
wasn'l easy. They were laughed at by some of thelr peers who believed In deep clean
plowing and sometimes up and down the hill, & practice that started gullles, Those
men had the courage Lo take a new approach to handling soil and water, They hoped to
keep as much of the fertility and waler on Lthe upland as possible

These ideas have proved o be highly successful Today the terraces have been
modified o be much more conveninent for the farmer, however, the principle is the
same. Those of us who came along lster have tried to build on these past successes
and experiences. Hardin County has 40% of its land protected by conservation
measures, This protection has been accrued over these 40 years.

We have been blessed with a great deal of state and federal help. Our district has
had several outstanding district conservationists over the years. We certainly had
our share of good stale conservalion aides and clerks, too, I know of no other task
where cooperation is more necessary than It is in producing soll and water
conservalion measures. 1 think |t's remarkable that the system works at all since
farmers, landowners, federal officials, state people, and neighbors all have to get
along together or the job can't be dore. In spite of a few hitches over the eighteen
years |'ve been associated with it, a very great deal has been accomplished and our
citizen taxpayers can be proud of the overall results. All the commissioners thank you
for your help and participation

I'm nol suggesting we shouwld relax now @ lot is yet (o be done. We cannot let down
until we take care of every acre that requires work. Occasionally we see lerraces that
neéed malntenance. Nothing is so sad as speading tax money to build terraces and then
letting them go to pieces. Trees grow uo iithem and pipes are sometimes allowed Lo
plug, causing & reservoir overflow which €an gut them out. Maintenance is not great,
but it needs a watchful eye to avold expensive repairs. Nobody has figured oul a
feasible way to recover soil after |l leaveSyour own property

Everyone needs a plan (f he or she intends to save their land heritage. If you don't
have such a plan, call our district olfice l@morrow. You will get prompt, courteous
help If you feel you can't afford lerraces, 38 gyr office personnel about conservation
tillage - everyone can afford reduced tillage. Hopefully, these of us who are enjoying
our short lour here on earth will leave the land a little better than we found It Look at
your children and grandchildren Are theyihe people you want to leave handicapped
or destitute? [ doubt it very much.

in 1985

9—Hardin County Index, Friday, March 29, 1985

Soil Conservation Commissioners

i

In 195 -

Carroll Hobson, seated right, serves as 1985 chairman of the Hardin Soil
Conservation District Commissioners. Other commissioners, seated left to right:
Martin Broer, vice chairman, and Gary Walters, treasurer. Standing, left Lo right:
Harry Lawless, assistant commissioner, Caleb Knutson and Gene Roberts

e —

In 1945 -

The three original Hardin County Soil Conservation District Commissioners,
pictured in 1945, were, left to right: Chester Vigars, B. R, Wood and C.J. Kelsey

Farming efficiently with
ridge-till or no-till

By Gary Walters, Commissioner, Hardin SCD

Today's agricultural economy dictates efficient farming practices. Ridge-till or
no-till fill these needs for many farmers. When a farmer can plant, spray, and
cultivate his crop with 1.25 gallons of fuel per acre, that's economical fuel use
Combining will take aboul 1.75 gallons per acre, bringing the total fuel consumption to
% gallons per acre

Labor savings are about half of conventional tillage operations. A farmer can
handle more acres with ridge-till or no-till than the conventional way. Additional
springtime labor can be cut drastically or eliminated,

Erosion control is the most important economical savings to the farmer. For
instance, if the typical lowa farm loses the state average of about 10 tons per acres,
the value per ton is $5.00 in lost fertility, This is worth a staggering $50.00 per acre per
year — lost forever in the wind or down the river. Remember, this is just the average!
Many farms are losing up to 5 times this amount of soll. fertility, and dollars!

Another side benefit that is valuable to the ridge-tiller or no-tiller is the ability of the
crops to withstand drouth or dry periods during critical parts of the growing season.
During the drouth of 1977, a central lowa ridge-till farmer had average corn yields of
65 bushels per acre, while conventional farming peighbors had zero to 15 bushel per
acre vields. 1984 yields were outstanding with ridge-till and no-till in spite of rainfall of

25 inches in August

Herbicide and insecticide costs may be higher, initially, to the ridge-tiller or
no-tiller. With experience one can use the same or less than with conventional tillage,
depending on whether the herbicide is banded or broadcast.

Erosion control practices such as this gully control structure south of Eldora were
built by the C.C.C. [Civilian Conservation Corp]. The C.C.C. worked in lowa from
1934-1942, Their work was done by hand with pick and shovel and horses. Even though
this structure is approximately 40 years old, it is still in fairly good condition.

This Page Is Being Sponsored By These Businesses Who Support The Efforts Of The Hardin County Scil Conservation District:

Hardin County Savings Bank

YOUR FULL SERVICE BANK

Member of the FDIC

Eldora, Union, Liscomb Owasa

See Us For Your Spring Farm Needs:
Fertilizer, Chemicals and Seeds!

Owasa Co-op Elevator

Ph. 858-2148 Eldora

Equipment For All Your Earth Moving Needs

Mac’s Bulldozing

Marlyn McCormick

Tiling is the Answer!l

Huisman & Son Corp.

RALPH AND TOBY HUISMAN
WELLSBURG 8693615 or 869-3349

B58-5584 All Workmanship Completely Guaranteed

Helping You Live Better, Farm Better Electrically

Hardin County
Rural Electric

Hoffman Stands For...Bigger Ylelds

Whitten
G SUPPLY

Cooperative

lowa Falls 648-2571

We have the largest inventory of sprayer parts and
equipment In this area, Plus, Cargill seeds, Diamond Brand
seeds and DEL-AIR heat exchangers.

Whitten

486-2255 R.R. 1, lowa Falls, la.

[515] 855-4330

Gehrke Construction

Terraces - Tiling - Waterways

Robert Gehrke 858-3609

Eldora




