
Commissioner's 
Comments 

We the Commissioners of the ~hils County Soil Conservation D•stru:t 
rl!l>pectrull)· submit Uus Annual Report for Fiscal Year 73 for the 
rf'vle..., and consideration of the r:iO:r.t'O$ of MHili Olunty 

We are elected public oHicials w1th lhe responsibility of making 
con5ervalion work for ~·ou It is a demand1ng )Ob, but rewardmg Not 
m dollars and cents. but'" the knowledge that we are help•ng consene 
our natural resourcu. specirically so•l and water. for our future 
generations An ounce o( prevention 1s stLIJ worth a pound of cure 

We ~~oould hke to $8)' "Thank You" to t~ ~rtment of Soil 
Conservation. Soil Const'n·aoon Service. Agncultural Stablhtat•on 
Conservation Sen·•ce, Cowlt)' Exttns1on. Schools. Serv1~ Clubs. 
Banks. Church~. Ne....,spapers and all lhe man)' other groups ""ho 
helpc.'d us carry out a s~.~C«Ssful Soil and Water Consen•aiiOn 
Program 

REMEMBER· POLLUTION ISA CONVENIENCE­
NOT A NECESSITY~ 

Soil loss limit 
Iowa farm~rs. lando1~•ners , d~1·elopers and citireru~ are responsible 

for consen·ationofsoil and water resources . Power to enforce these 
rt"''pons1bih11es 1s vested wtth s1x conservancy dlstr1cU and 100 sot! 
conservation d1stnclli Both groups are political s:utxhnsions of the 
state of low· a 
Th~ Const>n·ancy Dtstnct Law charges commissioners of the 100 

Iowa so1l conservat1on dJStnclli w1th estabhshmg and adm1nlstenng 
regulations hmttmg rates of sot! eros1on on land m the dtstnct 

Pubhc Heanng was held on October~- 1972 at 2 00 PM m the So1\ 
Consenallon Ser,·1ce Office m Mah·em 
~~sods had as ton hm1t 
S soils had a~ ton hm11 
tso1l had a 3ton hmtt 
The SOl i loss hm1ts w~ lt'Jally adopted on October ~ 1972 

L-R· Preston Gnssom. Distnct Conser1·at10mst John r-.'t\on. Parh 
Leader Soil Sur\e~ Wilhe Bragg. So1l Sc1enust. Buth Ste1en; 
Dlstru•t Clerk. Leo \'an F'OS$0n. S C S Tl'Chmcian 

AreaOff•ceStalf E 0 Aost.A C Dtck B1rchm1er. Area Engmeer; 
Robert Colen. Area Clerk 

. ' 
Harold Tackett, Commissioner Sherry Bass, Ass'! Comm Henry Pem, Ass't. Comm 

Conser~ation PraGtices Applied 
B) Prellon Grissom, D.C. 

Fiscal year 73 is now history 
Therelsnothlngw·ecansayordo 
that can change or alter th~ 
e1·ents of th~ )'ear Howe,·er I 
would !1ke to take th1s opportun 
ttytosharewithyousomeofthe 
major conservation practices 
apphed on the lancb of Dtstrict 
Cooperators m the Mtlls County 
So1l Coruen·at1on DIStrict durmg 
the7Jyear 

Conservat1onofourso1l. water 
and related natural resour«:s: tS a 
contmulnl.ne.,·erendmgproceu 
The elear water we drmk. the 
quahtyofw·atermourstreams 
the pure air we breathe. and the 
good wholesome food we eat ore 
products of conservot1on of our 
resources W1th each new year 
we can see the increasing 
demands on our dwindling re 
sourc6.Atalllel·els,local,state 
andnatlonal,nomatterwhatour 
occupation,orwherewell\'e, we 
or~ duty bound to more w1sely 
use,consene and malntam our 
remaming natural resources to 
msure th~ wholesome quaht)· of 
ourenv1ronment for present and 
future needs 

There were 22 new cooperaton 
signed dunng the year In 
addition. 61 Resource Const'n·a 

tion Plans ,.ere d~veloped by 
londownen ~tthe dJstnct, with 
t~hnicol asthtance from S C S 
personnel'lleserewurceplans 
1ncludecfftr1J of Individual 
land(IWill'r . both farm and 
urban. golffourses. Khools, 
etc . groups d uniu of go~em 
ment t\ com vatlon plan IS the 
bas1s for pr rt"SSII~ resource 

"""""' '''""'"• Th" would mdudf a detailed SOlis 
capab1hty m• of a 11\·en \IIIII 
Th~ plan ts .. -elopt'd on the 
bas1c con hon prmctple of 
·usmg each acrt w-1thtn tlS 
cap.abJIJt)·to~uceandtreatlt 
accordmg to n~ · This m 
affi'Ct. rellul In sustamed pro-
duction and rvation 

Mony crop! pract1ces we-re 
appht-d dumJI the y~ar. These 
mclude neariJ I5 ,000 acres of 
conservollon tropptng 5ystcm. 
morethon9. acresofcontour­
mg.andbett thon 16.000acres 
of crop re~id manogement 
Gru~lond !IICtices establish 

fti•ncluded IIRJrOJCimately 1600 
acres of ha)1Jad plantmg and 
more than ocresofpasture 
andho)·landlllnagement. Wild 

~:e!,~~~~~~.t~d~a~'::e:~: 
and woodland)I'.IC'tJces Included 
w•ndbreak a tre-e plont1ngs 

Soil Sur~ey Report 

Structural practices completed 
w·ere 117,000 feet of parallel 
terracesystems,4500feetof!lle 
dramage and 12100 feet of f1eld 
d1tch drainage 

<\11 of the abovt' cons('rvallon 
practices have contributed to 
more than 6700 acres of land 
adequately treated Th1s means 
that many rolhn1 and slopmg 
fields are lied down by the lften 
of pastures; the growth of trees 
h1dmg the scars of eros10n. 
proti'Ctmg farmsteads and rero 
lots from w md. providinl wildlife 
w•th food and sh~lt~r. a terrace 
gracefully bending around a 
s\opmg field stoppmg erosion, 
controlling thedestrucll\'e runoff 
w·ater Keep •n mmd that thb-e 
thmpdldROtJUSihoppen.but 
arethcresu\tsofwtse land \1St', 
management and conservation 
Th~~ will ultimately ben~fit us 
allandconsenetheresourcesfor 
future generations 

"God has lent us the earth for 
our life It is a great entail It 
belongs as much as to those who 
aretocomeaflerus,astous,and 
w~ ha1·e no right by anything we 
doorneglect.IOlll\'Oll·ethem m 
an)· unnecessary penalties, or 
deprt\·~ them of the benefils 
which was in our power to 
bequeath. RU$kin 

Wildlife 
IJ~ John lt. 'hon. 'Wit !-,('ltnll~l 

Soll'unel l'arll I t'adt'r 

8) ltobertC 'loore 
\\ildllfe'lanagementiJioloJCiJt 

TheN' 1s a close relationship between 
land production and wildlife produc!lon 
L•kew1se. sotl and water conservallon 
pract1cesare1·ery1mportantmdetermm 
mg wildlife abundance 

A StandardSo•l Sun·ey of'\ltllsCountl w-as Marted m tk-rall of 1972 
w1th approJC•motely zo.oooacres mapPed by Jul) I. t!lll 

All $011 consen·ation farm plans and conH·nallon ,.,llces arl' 
based on thecapabliltlesofthelarlou~soJis Th15111for tlnn 1s u'-t'd 
In many ways 111 the plonmng of terrac~s. till'. rontour1 knd u't of 
the different so1ls on the farm~ 

The soil SUI'\'€')' report of M1lls rount1 w1il concam ~nf•rtllllon thot 
con be applied'" managmg farms and woodlond~: m '>tl un~e slit·~ 
for roads. ponds. bulldmgs or other strucll.lru . and 111 UpPfaismgthe 
\·alueoftractsoflandfora~enculturl'.mdustry.orn·-tlon 

All of the soils of M1lls County w•ll be ~hown on the deq1Jed map~ 
that are to bem the report Th1s 1s done b) plottmg thts 1 nat10n on 
aerial photographs on a ~·mch to the milt' ~ule J,:a..,h ·t will be 
numbered to correspond wnh numbers to be sho1u1 una tqde~ to the 
mapsheel5 

Oneachshl'etofthedetailedmop.sollart>asartout'tltdandare 
•dent1fled by a 5) mbol All area!' marked w 1th the same 'J'IIibol ar~ the 
same k~nd of so1l 

Information on the progress of the sun I')' can bt• obl;u t the SO• I 
Con,er~·at1on Sen·1ce Off1ce 111 '\lahern 

n.e second mtmber of the soil ~ur1·ey part~ IS \\Jlht 8ra~~:g. soil 
SCit'ntlSI recently transferred from Iowa C1t1 

The 1·ast maJonty of the state·s w1idhfe 
IS produced and har1·ested on pr11ately 
owned lands. therefore, our w1ldhfe 
programJSdlrectedtowardthemdJVlduo\ 
landowner This eJC\ension type prograJn 
prOVJdesfreetechmcaladl·lseinregordto 
wildlife management and e~tablishing & 
impro\mg hab1t11t that is compatible With 
agncultural mterest Windbreaksprotl'Ct 
hfe:>tock and bu1ldmgs, but also pronde 
wmtercol'erforw·•Jdhfe Another example 
1s a grass seed1ng used to control soli 
eroslonthatai!>Oprondessafenestmg 
co1er 

The Farm-Game Hab•tat program IS 
popular wuh farmers Bnefl) 11 •s a 
cooper&ll\e agreement. s1gned w1th each 
part1es ob\1gat•ons outlined The Conser 
1allon CommiSSion ma)· pronde grass 
,eed_ trees. shrubs. fence matenal or 
labor m e\change for a plot of ground 
around a pond fence hne or any oJd area 
chat w•ll pronde w•ldl1fe hab1tat 

FinanGial Report 
t912·13STATEBUDGET 

The Dis trict CommiSSioners wish to thank our State Representa 
t111es and State Soil Conservat10n Committee for their conf•dence In 
Soil and Watt'r Con:;.ervation work by making funds available to help 
carry out our District Program 
1-M funds 

CommtS.SIOnerMlleage 
OfficeSuppltes 
ContestPnzes 
Demonstration Materials 
ornceExpense 
Meeting Expenses 

TOTAL EXPENDED 

2-M Funds 
Clerical Ass•stance 
StateReliN'ment 
f'ederaiRettrement 
llealth lnsuranceCredtlli 
L1felnsurance 
Tra~elforCierk 

TOTAL EXPENDED 

Eduution Committee 
The M1lls County So1l Consenallon District has a \·ery active 

Education Committee. In the fiscal year 1973 they d1stnbuted more 
than ISOOConserva!lon Com1c Books to our grade schools; sponsored a 
Speech Contest, llelped w1th the Malvern lhgh School 
Cla~~room. held a poster contest C.WO+ entr1esl-Ga1·e sl1de talks on 
the Schools of the county; spent many hours of d•hgent work on the 
trt't' sales. and promoted Sot! Stewardsh•p Wet'k. to name a few of 
thelracllnlies 

It set>msonl) f1ttmg that these three people. Roger Jackson. ilenry 
Pem and Sheri'} Bass get spec1al recogntllon for the1r superb work 
and the•r hreless efforts m promotmg a great education program for 
the count} 

Mills County Soil C nservation District 


