




July 9,2010 
r 3314 Wildrose Ave 

Truro, Iowa 50257 

Maureen McLaughlin 
18597 Iowa City Road 
Sperry, Iowa 52650 

Dear Maureen, 
Thank you so much for yours and the Des Moines SWCD efforts in helping put together a very 
enjoyable and informative SSCC Summer tour. I heard nothing but compliments. 
Also, thank you for sending a copy of your CD. 

Sincerely, 

~()~ 
Tim Palmer, President 
Conservation Districts of Iowa 



I 

I want to thank you for the scholarship that I received from you. I will put it to good use 
in the next 4 years. I am enrolled in the Ag program at SCC for next year and plan to stay 
there for 2 years and then transfer to Western Illinois to get my degree in Agricultural 
Business. 

This scholarship will help me very much to pay for my college and I really appreciate 
that you picked me for that honor. 

Thank You; 
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Scholarship available 
for high school seniors 

Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District is 
offering a scholarship to a high 
school senior who will pursue an 
education in any field of agricul­
ture or natural resources. 

Application packets are avail­
able at high school guidance 
counselor offices or call the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 

·Conservation District at (319) 
753-6221. 

SWCD offers 
scholarship 

Des Moines County · Soil and 
Water Conservation District is 
offering a schol~ship to a local 
high school senior who will pur­
sue a college education in any 
field of agri~ulture or natural re­
sources. 

Application packets are ~vai~­
able at high school guidance 
counselor offices or call the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 753-
6221 . 
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Conservation 
district selling 
plants, bulbs 
The Hawk Eye 

Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District is 
selling landscaping plants, 
bulbs and flower . kits this 
spring. 

Proceeds will go toward the 
district's scholarship and educa­
tional programs. 

There are 18 annual and 
perennial plants and bulbs to 
cho~se from includh).g lilies, 
blazmg stars, everbearing 
strawberries, buttercups and or­
chids. Each package of bulbs 
costs $5. . 

Every plant and bulb is guar­
anteed to bloom or it will be re­
placed for free. 

Th place an order, contact 
your local commissioner or stop 
in the SWCD office at 3625 Flint 
Ridge Drive. Money is due when 
the order is placed. 

For more information call 
Jamie at (319) 753-6221. ' 

MEDIAPOLIS TEACHER 
CHOSEN TEACHER OF THE. YEAR 

The Des Moines County projects ranging from helping 
Soil and Water Conservation a third world country with wa­
District has chosen Mediapo- ter purification to participat­
lis School teacher Mrs. ing in a variety of competi­
N ancy Carter as the local tions. 
winner in Division 1 of the Mrs. Carter's application 
2007 Iowa Soil Conservation was forwarded for state judg­
Awards Program. ing. Judging at the state and 
· The purpose of the award local level consists of the ef­
is to recognize public or pa- fectiveness of the teacher to 
rochial school teachers who create a favorable climate for 
are performing out~tanding conservation education in the 
service in creating public · classroom, organize conserva­
awareness of the need to tion field trips that are mean­
safeguard our heritage of ingful to students, create an 
natural and human resources. awareness of conservation 
Division 1 consists of teach- and environmental problems 
ers in grades K through 6. at the local, state and national 

The SWCD chose Mrs. levels, and motivate students 
Carter as their local winner to promote conservation of 
because of her dedication to natural and human resources. 
the environment - both The SWCD was recently in­
through teaching by striving formed that the state teacher 
to gain additional knowledge winner ·was selected from 
of conservation topics and Clayton County. 
personally by researching For more information about 
conservation methods for the the awards program, please 
family farm. Mrs. Carter gets contact the SWCD at 319-
her students excited about 753-6221. 
conservation through various 
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Strawhacker Recieves Conservation Award 

Jack Strawhacker, winner of the 2007 District 9 Soil and Water Conservation Competition, 
received his award in Fairfield last September. (L-R) Strawhacker; Jim Flinspach, Jefferson 
County Farm Bureau Representative; and Jim Gevock, Dire~tor of Region 9. 

By Betty Massner 
practices accomplished, com- Jack has been interested in 

In September of this year, munity service (including con- developing habitat for water-
Jack Strawhacker, of the Medi- servation activities, service on fowl. 1 

apolis area, was chosen as the SWCD committees, and com- Jack collaborated with neigh­
local winner of the Iowa Soil munity activities), and general boring landowners in 2002 to 
and Water Conservation farm husbandry. create a complex of wetlands 
District's (SWCD) Iowa Soil For the above, Strawhacker through the Farmable ·Wetland 
Conservation Awards Program, completed the following conser- Pilot Program. Several pools of 
which is co-sponsored by Con- vation practices: grassed water- varying depths were created, 
servation Districts of Iowa and ways, a pond, water and sedi- and native grasses were planted 
the Iowa Farm Bureau Federa- ment control basins, timber to buffer the pools totaling over 
tion. There are nine regions in stand improvement, filter strips, 40 acres. 
Iowa, and the Des Moin.es shallow water areas, field wind- .In 2006, on his farm adjacent 

. County SWCD is in a region break, wetland developments, · to the Mississippi River, Jack 
with 12 other counties. Jack was wetland restorations, field bor- added another 10.3-acre wetland 
also chosen as the regional win- ders for quail habitat, and bio- restoration project. The restora­
ner, and was presented an award mass switch grass planting. tion project went above and be-
at the Region 9 Fall Commis- Jack has also completed nu- yond what is required by the 
sioner Meeting in Fairfield. merous other conservation program. Jack planted a row of 

Each of the 100 Iowa Soil and projects: evergreen trees to protect the 
Water Conservation Districts By planting 250 acres of wetland from the gravel road 
can select local winners in three highly erodible fields to native and add winter cover for birds; 
divisions: New Cooperator, grasses, Jack has saved 37,500 he planted a native prairie lnix 
Owner-Operator, and Tenant- tons of soil from those fields, rich in wildflowers and legumes 
Operator. The Des Moines which is equal to 1 and 1/2 which increased the food value 
County SWCD chose inchesoftopsoiloverthelastten of the seeding; and installed a 
Straw hacker as the winner in the years. water control structure that will 
owner-operator division, for Jack practices conservation help to keep water in the wet­
which the judging criteria for re- tillage on all of his crop acres, land during times of migration. 
gional competition includes land even though they are considered } 
adequately treated, conservation non-highly erodible. . i 
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In May 2007, Jack planted 44 
· acres of switch grass to be used 
for biomass harvest. This was 
cost-shared through EQIP, 
which is a very new practice, but 
according to SWCD, Jack 
jumped at the chance to sign up. 
The fields were old hay fields, 
but Jack thought establishing 
switch grass would improve the 
wildlife habitat. The cost-share 
also provided an incentive to 
keep the land in grass rather than 
plant it to row crops to try and 
capitalize on recent price in­
creases. Again according to 
SWCD, "Jack really took a leap 
of faith on this project. He 
worked hard to get the ground 
prepared and the seed no-tilled, 
all in a very short time frame of 
two and a half weeks." 

Also in 2007, Jack con­
structed a 5-acre pond, adding 
to the value of his farm. All the 
drainage ways supplying the 
pond are protected'by water and 
sediment control basins to trap 
silt before it enters the pond. The 
surrounding area is also seeded 
to grass to further protect the 
water quality. Jack also creates 
a sizable nesting island for wa­
terfowl. 

Stra whacker explained the 
importance of conservation was 
instilled in him at an early age. 
"I want to continue it. I really 
enjoy it," Jack said. 
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CRP's SAFE program available 
DES MOINES COUNTY -

The Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) has been help­
ing landowners preserve and 
cortserve their land for oyer 20 
years. Originally CRP was 
designed to reduce erosion on 
the farm by taking highly erod­
ible land out of crop production 
and returning it to native grasses. 

In the mid 90's research 
showed that CRP not only 
significantly reduced erosion but 
also provided excellent habitat 
for the wildlife that lived around · 
the -established CRP. Over the 
years new conservation practices 
were added to CRP, allowing 
landowners to create different 
habitat for wildlife while still 
controlling erosion. 

Currently State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) 
is the newest program added to 

CRP. The primary purpose of 
SAFE is to create habitat for 
the surrounding and migrating 
wildlife where it will be most 
beneficial. SAFE is specifically 
designed to increase populations 
of ring-necked pheasants, dick­
cissel, bobolink, and· the eastern 
meadowlark where their 
preferred habitat has been 
eliminated. 

Eligible producers can sign 
up for SAFE at the Des Moines 
County USDA Service Center. 
The sign up is limited to 19,2~ 
acres. 

To be eligible for SAFE the 
land must have been considered 
cropped 4 out of 6 years starting 
from 1996-2001. The landowner 
can then put whole fields into the 
SAFE program. There are no 
maximum amount acres that can 
be put into SAFE, but a mini-

mum of 10 acres has to be 
·enrolled. 

After the eligibilitY is deter­
mined, the land being enrolled 
into SAFE will be turned into a 
wildlife area either by restorin 
it to native plants or to a wet­
land. Like other CRP practice 
there is cost share available fo 
the landowner to change the 
SAFE sight to suitable wildli 
habitat. 

If you miss the mornin' 
melody of a meadowlark, . th ,_ 
crow of a pheasant, the bubblin ~ 
song of a bobolink or dartin 
flight of dickcissel, SAFE is th 
way to get these birds and o_th 
wildlife back on your land. f 
you are interested in the S 
program or have any questio 
pertaining to SAFE, contact 
Des Moines ·county FSA 
NRCS. 

Thursday, November 13,1008 

Poiential_.~Cost -Share·~. 
available JoT ilistiilUiig· · 
conservation practices 

DES MOINES COUNTY -
Erosion is a constant problem 
we'll have to fight if tillage 
continues on the landscape each 
year. During particularly wet 
years such as this one, erosion 
sky rockets out of control. If 
erosion goes unchecked, we will 
be left with a barren horizon 
where only the hardiest plants 
can grow. 

The most problematic type of 
erosion we have to deal with in 
Des Moines County is running 
water transporting soil particles 
downhill where they are depos­
ited and over time can make it 
to nearby rivers and lakes. 

It is the local Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) job to work with local 

landowners to prevent erosion. 
Each NRCS office offers a 
variety of conservation practices 
that assist landowners to control 
erosion. 

In Des Moines County, there 
are State and Federal cost share· 
funds available for the con­
struction of grassed waterways, 
terraces and basins. If" p~si­
tioned properly these structures 
greatly reduce _the no·w . of . 
runoff water which in turn slows 
the rate of ·erosion. 

When out harvesting your 
crops during ttJ,e following 
weeks, if you notice a problem 
area where erosion has begun, 
please contact the NRCS office 
at 319-753-6221. We will gladly 
come check it-out and offer 
further assistance . 



..................... 
Special signup for USDA Floodplain Easement 
Program offered through October 1 

................... 

DES MOINES - USDA is 
offering an Emergency Water­
shed Protection-Floodplain 
Easement Program (EWP-FPE) 
sign up through Oct. 1, accord­
ing to Rich Sims, state conser­
vationist for the US Department 
of Agriculture's Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) in Iowa. EWP-FPE 
provides farmers with fre­
quently-flooded, river bottom 
farmland an opportunity to re­
tire that land from production, 
while creatiqg wildlife benefits 
and helping to reduce down­
stream flooding. 

Producers should visit their 
local USDA service center to 
apply. Local NRCS offices 'Will 
prioritize all EWP-FPE applica­
tions in preparation for the state 
receiving national funds some­
time after the Oct. 1 deadline. 
Producers who have applied 
prior to-this sign up will not need 
to reapply, Sims said. 

Through EWP-FPE, .federal 
funds are available to purchase 
permanent easements and pay 
for restoratipn of wetlands. ­
Riverine floodplains, cta111agt;d 
by flooding with-in thepasi ye~fr 
or at least two times during the 
last 10 years, are ·eligible fof ·!tte .· 

·program. Crop history is not a 
consideration for eligibility;·hut 
cropland fields do receive a 
higher -score during t~e ranking 

process. Upland may be 
included in the easement area, 
but can't exceed 50 percent of 
the total enrollment area. 

Once an application is ac­
cepted for a potential contact, 
NRCS will extend the land­
owner an easement compensa­
tion offer. This is a set amount 
and is non-negotiable. NRCS 
provides landowners several 
weeks to consider the offer. 

. Once the landowner accepts the 
offer, it may take up to a year 
for NRCS to record the easement 
and make the land value 
payment. 

Landowners retain several 

property rights after the land is 
placed under easement. These 
include control access and 
undeveloped recreational uses 
like hunting; The landowner 
must pay all property and other 
assessed taxes. NRCS acquires 
the authority to limit or restrict 
all other land uses. 

Restoration work under 
EWP-FPE includes seeding 
native plant communities, plug­
ging drainage ditches, breaking 
tile li.nes, breaking diversions 
and breaching flood control 
levees .. 

For ·more information on 
EWP-FPE please contact the 
NRCS office at 319-753-622L 

ors 
m- Nominations open for . 
~y. 

!r Wagner Land Stewardship Award 
...., .. 

l 
··4 r 

The Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District is:,: 
requesting nominations for the Gary Wagner Land Stewardshipii: 
Award. . 1 

l . · n 
This award is presented to a Des Moines County landowner:·'" 

who has shown longtetin dedication and commitment to conser-~! 
vation and environment iil the areas of wetlands, woodlands, wild:··~: 

. life, prairies, conservation awareness/education, and farming prac~::: 
tices, and shown commitment to conservation/environment through 
personal accomplishments, not professional work. ,, 

For more information on the nomination process, contact the ' 
Soil and Water Conservation District office at 319-753-6221. 
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Soil survey CD available to DMC landowners 
' The Hawk Eye 

There is a Soil survey CD 
available at the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District office. 

This software can be useful 
to look at the land in Des 

t' 
\ 

Moines County from a bird's 
eye view. You can then zoom in 
to see adjusted property lines 
and to see what types of soil 
are in Des Moines County or in 
your fields. This can be impor­
tant when appraising the val­
ue ofland in Des Moines Coun-

ty and calculating corn suit-
. ability rating. · 

Employees at the Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office use similar software to 
print out maps of their cus­
tomers' land and to assist them 
in determining the soil rental 

rate for CRP. 
These CD's are just another 

resource the office offers. To get 
a CD, stop by the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District office or call 

1 

(319) 753-6221 for more infor­
mation. 
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In Memoriam 
As the night follows day, there is a time of passing for each of us. 
During 2007, that time came for many who shared our love for 
stewardship of the land. Each in their own way gave us 
something of themselves. Each in their own way enriched our lives 
and our land. Our ranks are diminished by their passing, but their 
accomplishments as stewards will abide with us forever. 

W. Robb Morrow -Benton SWCD 
Daniel Fangman Buchanan SWCD 
Allen Ott Clay SWCD 
Don Steffen Clay SWCD 
Keith Mohning Clayton SWCD 
David Mallinger Clinton SWCD 
Dwight Stucker Des Moines SWCD .> 
Rex Troute Des Moines SWCD 
Dale Koehler Floyd SWCD 
Kenneth Ross, Floyd SWCD 
Richard Groves Hamilton SWCD 
Robert Penning Hancock SWCD 
Everett Still IdaSWCD 
Wilbur Crandon Marshall SWCD 
Ward Handorf Marshall SWCD 
Charles Fenner Poweshiek SWCD 
Douglas Mikel Poweshiek SWCD 
Lorraine Rock Scott SWCD 
John E Sellers Wayne SWCD 
Roger H Peterson Webster SWCD 



Conservation Farmers of the Year 
Winner: Brink Farms Inc •. Elkader 
Brink Farms Inc. is a family-run operation that includes three brothers, Jim, George, and Jerry and their 
families. Their father, Joe Brink, signed on as a Clayton SWCD District Cooperator in 1958 with 80 acres 
and now the sons have increased the operation to 587 acres of owned/operated land plus 350 acres of 
other rented land. The Brinks are firm believers in the no-till system and plant all of their corn and beans this 
way. They are widely known for their breeding livestock (both swine and cattle) and have earned an out­
standing reputation. The buildings and farm fields are kept in excellent condition and reflect their pride and 
f arming success. 

Woodland Owner of the Year 
Presenter: Paul Tauke, Forestry Bureau Chief, Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Winner: F. Gaylord Jones. Woolstock 
Gaylord Jones began working his woodland plan of 25 acres in 1 981 and currently has about 350 acres in 
woodland in the Wright SWCD. He has revised, improved, and expanded on his plan eight times. All live­
stock are fenced out. Interior roadways are constructed for maintenance and fire prevention and suppres­
sion. He retired to work on his tree farm and enjoy his grandchildren. Over the years he planted 60,000 
seedlings on 22 different sites covering 140 acres. He purchased steep and erodible land to increase his 
tree acreage. In 2008, he will be harvesting and marketing trees on the first of 1 29 acres yielding 253 
MBF. Managing the woodland is Gaylord's form of recreation He thoroughly enjoys and shares his wood­
land. Hunting, berry and mushroom picking, firewood cutting, and bird watching are encouraged for any­
one who ventures on his property. 

IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE WINDBREAK AWARDS 
Presenter: Marion Striegel, President, Iowa Chapter, lzaak Walton League 
Farmstead Windbreak 
Winner: Reese and Rose Johnson, Odeboldt 
Over the past 30 years, the Johnsons planted and nurtured a windbreak primarily for shelter of the cattle 
and protection of their farmstead in the Sac SWCD. Their 12-row windbreak consists mainly of spruce, ash, 
maple, oak, dogwood and lilac. Fabric mats were installed around all the trees and shrubs planted in 2003. 
Herbicide is sprayed as needed outside of the mats. Weeds are controlled in the older section by mowing. 
During dry spells, a water wagon is used. The family dog keeps the deer away for the most part, but dam­
aged trees are replaced promptly. 

Newly Established Farmstead Windbreak 
Winner: Don and Janice Starman, Arcadia 
The Starmans planted a windbreak to protect their new home and existing cow /calf pastures in the Carroll 
SWCD from winter winds and snow. The windbreak consists of nine rows of evergreens, deciduous, and 
shrubbery. Mowing and mulching around the trees is the chief method of weed control. Livestock are ex­
cluded by a permanent fence. A few trees and shrubs have been lost and quickly replaced._ 

Field Shelter Belt Windbreak 
Winner: Brad and Patricia Manuel, Olin 
The Manuels planted their windbreak for protection and wildlife habitat on their property in the Jones 
SWCD. It is entirely made up of hardwoods and evergreens. About 90% of the weed control is accom­
plished by mowing and the remainder by non-selective herbicides. Pruning and other maintenance is per­
formed as needed. 

The CDI and SSCC wish to thank the following individuals for helping to iudge the awards: 
Duane Sand-SSCC, Darrell Weems-Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, Deb Ryun-CDI, Laura Greiner- NRCS, 
Sorrel Brown-ISU Extension, Cathie Graves-DSC, and David Strom-DSC 
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CRP's Quail Buffer 
Strips are stil~ available 

During 2005, the Quail Buffer Strip practice (CP33) was added 
to the list of options under the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). At that time there was a large amount of acres available to, 
be put into the program. That number has been whittled down to 
just 1,739 acres of Quail Buffer Strips that are not under contract 
for the state of Iowa. These acres are first come first served and 
will be used quickly. 

The purpose behind the Quail Buffer program is to plant a 30-
l2Q foot buffer of native plants around · a crop field that is not 
heavily disturbed, creating safe nesting habitat for upland birds. 

Besides providing safe nesting habitat, the plants in the· CP33 
mix generate many different seeds that are consumed by birds 
throughout the fall and winter when food is scarce. During the 
spring and summer the plants in the mix attract a wide· variety of 
insects, which are a high source of protein for bird~ during the 
breeding and brood rearing season. 

To be eligible for a Quail Buffer Strip, the crop field that the 
CP33 will go on has io· have been planted with primary crops 
(corn or soybeans) 4 out of 6 years between 1996 and 2001. The 
rental rate is then figured by averaging the rental rates of the three 
dominant soil types. In addition to the annual payment there is a 
one time signing incentive of a hundred dollars for every acre 
being put into the program. 

Not only does the Quail buffer create habitat, they help control 
erosion and improve water quality as well as adding character to· 
the land with the wide variety of plants and animals it brings to 
the land. Seeing plants and animals thrive in their native environ­
ments is something we all need to strive for. It is up to us to pro­
tect these resources, so that future generations have the same 9P­
portunities as we do now. 

If Quail Buffer Strips sounds like something you would be in­
terested in or if you would like more information about the pro­
gram, please contact the Des Moines County· NRCS office at 319-
753-6221 for further assistance. 

REAP ~ost Share avail~ble 
DES MOINES COUNTY -

Timbers are important resources 
that are often over looked in Des 
Moines County. You may have 
done some timber management 
on your land in the past but there 
is always more that can be done 

· to improve the wildlife and 
economic value of your timber. 

Resource Enhancement and 
Protection (REAP) are state 
funds that are allocated to 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts throughout the state of 
Iowa. Through the REAP pro­
gram, there is 75% cost share 
available to help landowners 
do tree plantings, timber stand 
improvements, windbreaks and 

native grass plantings. 
With help. from your District 

Forester and cost share from 
REAP, there are a lot of differ­
ent options that can get you 
started on improving your 
timber. It is up to you to get the 
ball rolling and to use all the 
resources available to enhance 
one of America's greatest 
resources. 

If you need assistance on 
timber management or are 
interested in REAP, contact the 
District Forester Lisa Hoffman 
at 319-523-2213 or the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Office at 
319-753-6221. 
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~ CRP's SAFE Program Available 

The Conservation Reserve Pro~m (CRP) has been helping 
landowners preserve and conserve their land for over 20 years. 

-- · · Originally CRP was designed to reduce erosion on the farm by 
·· taking highly erodible land out of crop production and returning it 

to native grasses. 
In the mid 90's research showed that CRP not only significantly 

reduced erosion but also provided excellent habitat for the wild­
life that lived around the established CRP. Over the years new 

, conservation practices were added to CRP, allowing landowners 
to create different ~abita for wildlife while still controlling ero­
sion. 

Currently State Acres ·or Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) is the 
newest program added to CRP. The primary pU1pose of SAFE is 

- · to create habitat for the surrounding and migrating wildlife where 
i · it will be most beneficial. SAFE is specifically designed to in­
. _ crease populations of ring-necked pheasants, die {Cissel, bobolink, 

and the eastern meadowlark where their preferred habitat has been 
eliminated. · 

Eligible producers can sign up for SAFE at the Des Moines 
County USDA Service Center. The sign up is limit d to 19,200 
acres. 

To be eligible for SAFE the land must have been consfdered 
' cropped 4 out of6 years starting froml 996-2001. The landowner 

~· ~ can then put whole fields into the SAFE progr·"'m. There are no 
; 'f: , maximum amount acres that can be put into SAFE, but a mini-
T mum of 10 acres has to be enrolled. , 

After the eligibility is determined, the land being enrolled into 
, ,. , SAFE will be turned into a wjldlife area either by .restoring it to 

- ,,native plants or to a wetland. Like other CRP practices there is 
.• ' . cost share available for the landowner to change the SAFE sight 
.. to suitable wildlife habitat. 

If you miss the morning melody of a meadowlark, the crow of a 
~ .-· pheasant, the bubbling song of a bobolink or darting flight of dick­
- · cissel, SAFE is the way to get these birds anq other ~ildlife back 
' : on your land. If you are interested in the SAFE program or have 
' • any questions pertaining to SAFE, contact the Des Moines County 
~ ' FSA or NRCS. 

Soil Survey and CSR 
CD's available 

DES MOINES COUNTY -
There is a Soil Survey CD 
available at the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conser- _ 
vation District office. This 
software can be useful to look 
at the land in Des Moines · 
County from a bird's eye view. 
You can then zoom in to see 
adjusted property lines and to 
see what types of soil are in Des 
Moines County in particular the 
types of soil that are in your 
fields. This can be important 
when appraising the val~e of 
land iri Des Moines County and 
calculating corn suitability 

ratin.g (CSR). 

Employees at the Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office use similar . software to 
print out maps of their custom­
ers' land and to assist them in 
determining the soil rental rate 
forCRP. 

These CO's are just another 
resource the office offers. If you 
or someone you know needs 
one of these CO's, stop into the 
·Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office or contact us at 319-753-
6221 for more informatio~. 
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$6.5 million available from state bonding plan 
to repair conservation practices and support watershed projects 

Northey says Iowans interested in applying should contact their local Soil and Water Conservation District Office 
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey today announced that the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stew-

ardship has $6.5 million available through the state bonding plan to support conservation efforts. · 
The Department has set $3 million aside for repairing conservation practices that received damage from storm events 

and $3.5 million for Soil and Water Conservation Districts to address water quality improvement and/or flood and erosion 
control in targeted watersheds. 1 

"The legislature directed these funds to the Department to address conservation practice repair and watershed projects 
and we are excited to make the funds available and get projects on the ground that will he~p improve water quality, reduce 
erosion and potentially address flooding," Northey said. · 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts can apply· for $3.5 million in funding for watershed projects that address water 
quality improvement and/or flood and erosion control. Watershed improvement committ~es, public water supply utilities, 
county conservation boards, cities and counties are invited to work with their local district if interested in participating as 
a partner in applying for funds. The maximum cost share rate for practices will be 75 percent from all sources. The initial 
project application deadline is September 30, 2009. · 

"A survey we did following the flooding last year showed more than $40 million in damages to conservation practices 
across the state, and unfortunately there are still projects that need to be repaired," Northey said . "I encourage farmers with 
practices that need·repair to work with their local Soil and Water Conservation District office." 

Individual farmers may apply for the $3 million set aside for repairing conservation practices that received damage from 
storm ev'ents. Projects damaged during the 2008 flooding as well as other natural disasters are eligible to apply for up to 
75% of the repair costs. All applications must be submitted to the local Soil and Water Conservation District office by 
December 31, 2009. Only repairs of conservation practices, not maintenance, are eligible for funding. 

"Each year we have more demand for conservation fund- .--------· ---------­
ing than we have available and hopefully these funds will 
help address some of the backlog," Northey said. 

Thursday, February_ 4, 2010 

State Rep~ Tom·Sands meets wit~ 
Des Moines· SWCD Commissioners at 
State Capitol. CO.nservation Event 

Conservation Partnership Day at 
the State Capitol Jan. 27. 

· ;,Some of the issues discussed 
included repairing flood damaged 
areas in southeast Iowa and contin­
ued, and even increased, funding 
for conservation practices and 
projects," said Des MoiQes County 
SWCD Commissioner Maureen 
McLaughlin. 

The Iowa Conservation 
Partnership Day is an annual event 
hosted by local Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, Conser­
vation Districts of Iowa, Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship-Division of Soil 

The state's SWCD commissioners met with State Rep. Tom Conservation, IowaDepartrnentof 
Sands and other legislators on Jan. 27 at the State Capitol dur- Natural Resources, Iowa Learning 
ing Iowa Conservation Partn~rship Day. Sands re~rese?ts House Farm, State Soil Conservation 
District 87 (Louisa, Muscatine, Des Moines Counties) Ptctur~ are Committee and the USDA-Natural 
McLaughlin (left) with Sands. Photo subrnttted Resources Conservation Service. 

DES MOINES, IA- Commis- (SWCD) shared their top resource More information is available at 
sioners from the Des Moines Soil concerns with Rep. Tom Sands www.cqiowa.org. 
and Water Conservation District and bther legislators at the Iowa 
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1 Danville Students earn Poster Contest honors 

By Sherry Kaestner 

Danville students in grades K-12 recently took part in a poster contest sponsored by the Des Moines County Soil and Water Con­
servation District. This week Jamie Grimes and Maureen McLaughlin announced the winners and presented the students with a 
variety of awards, including Pizza Hut Gift Certificates and cash, ranging from $15 to $25. 

Students who entered were asked to design a poster that reftected the theme "Conservation Habits ·= Healthy Habits". 
Winners pictured include (back row, left to right) Brandy Lowary, Cody Ita, Madison Wolkenhauer, Alexandria Gabeline, Lindsay 

Schaffer, Brittany Hoelzen and Nora Meierotto; (middle row, left to right) Darren.Wolbers, Deidra Stewart, Katy Roby, Meredith 
Gourley and Sierra Kelman; and (front row, left to right) Jordan Watznauer and Emma Rehman. Randall Williams also received an 
award, but was not present for the photo. 
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SWCD ScholarShip 
being offered 

DES MOINES COUNTY - counselor offices or call the Des · 
The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
(S~CD) is offering a scholarship 
to a local high school senior who 
will pursue a college education in 
any field of agriculture or natural 
resources. 

Application packets- are avail­
able at high school guidance 

Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 753-6221. 
Applications are due by March 
3, 2010. 

Students living outside of Des 
Moines County must .submit their 
applications to the soil and water 
conservation district in which they 
reside. 

Cost share available for windbreaks 
' The Des Moines County Soil arid Water Conservation Dis­

trict has cost share available for windbreaks. through the 
Resource Enhancement and Protection Program (REAP). 

Windbreaks consist of multiple rows of trees and shrubs 
established to protect structures from troublesome winds. 
Windbreaks also can increase aesthetic value, lessen noise, 
apd provide wildlife habitat. 
. . REAP is a cost share program for forestry practices on 
privately owned land used for agricultural production. Be­
sides windbreaks, REAP can be used for timber stand im­
provement, tree planting, site preparation for natural reg~n­
eration, and riparian forest buffers. 

Since 1989, the Resource Enhancement and Protection 
PFogram (REAP) has invested over $34 million into soil and 
water enhancement activities throughout Iowa. Locally, the 
Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District 
has received $304,843. 

,Applications are accepted year round. Anyone interested 
in signing up for REAP or having q~estions, contact the Des 
Moines County SWCD at 319-7 53-6221. 

SW CD selling rain barrels 
The Des Moines County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 
is taking orders for rain barrels 
and accessories, a tumbling com­
poster, and a potting bench until 
July 2. Pickup will be schedule-

for July 9. 
A rain barrel allows you to re-

cycle natures most precious and 
most taken for granted resource. 
The water can be used for water­
ing plants or gardens, cleaning 
windows, washing cars, cleaning 
tools, and more. As cities con-

tinue to raise water rates, saving 
rainwater saves money and helps 
the environment! . 

Profits from the sales of these 
items go to high school scholar­
ships, poster contests, conserva­
tion education, and promotion of 
natural resources in Des Moines . 

County 
For pricing and more informa-

tion stop by their office at 3625 
Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington, or 
call Jamie at 319-753-6221. 
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Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Rain Barrel Anyone? 

Rain barrels like the one pic­
tured above are available for 
order at the DMC Soil & Water 
Conservation District office at 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive. 

By Sherry Kaestner 
The Des Moines County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 
is offering r~lin barrels for sale to 
anyone who's interested in doing 
a small part to protect our natural 
resources and in turn enhance our 
lives. 

How, you might ask, will a rain 
barrel do that? According to-infor­
mation from the group's chairman 

'_Maur~en Mceaughlin, there are 
several benefits to be gained .. First, 
there's the obvious reduction in the 
amount of rainwater running down · 
our streets and eventually into the 
City storm sewers: It's estimated 
that a rain barrel -catching the run­
off from the average home would 
gather 55 gallons ofwater. 

Beyond eliminating the wate~ 
run-off that taxes our City storm 
sewer systems, there are the pos­
sible uses : for 'that :water. What 

: · better way to water houseplants 
and gardens than With a-drink from 

·Mother Nature?· 

Each barrel includes two spigots, 
one from which to fill buckets and · 
the other for use with a hose. 

The barrels can be ordered at 
the DMC Soil and Water Conser­
vation Distdct office located at 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive, next-to 
Sports Worx and Horse 'n Hound. 
Payment of $55 is required at the 
time they're ordered. 

In an effort to enhance the 
group's conservation efforts it's 
worthy to note that the barrels 
themselves are recycled olive ship­
ping containers. Along with the 
rain barrels, the group also offers 
several other items that may be of 
interest to area gardeners, such as 
a tumbling composter and potting 
bench. 

•••••• •••• •••• 

· · Finally, · years"'ago rai'nwater 
" . Was cons'idered':the on'Jy water in 

which to wash· and rinse your hair. 
Des Moi_nes County's ~ro~p 

has acc.epted. the "Million Gal­
lon Challenge" issue'd by State 
Senator Rob Hogg and a group of -
citizens from Cedar Rapids. That 
challenge ·int fudes inc~easing the 
use of conservation measures. by 
installing perm ~able pavem ent 
and rain gardens and planting 
native wildflowers or low-m ow 
lawns. It's hoped that measures 
like these may help keep one mil­
lion gallows of rainwater from 
eventually becoming floodwater 
in local watersheds. _ 

Certainly, the past two years 
have provided us with a stark 
reminder of what can happen if 
water levels can't be controlled 
and flooding· occurs. 

Installing a rain barrel beneath 
your home's gutter system is a 
relatively simple measure in this 
effort. The 55-gallow barrels 
come in four colors- black, gray, 
terra cotta (reddish orange) an 

· blue. They're also equipped with 
fine mesh screen· at the intake poin 
to keep mosqui~oes and debris out 
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Signup for new Conserv-ation 
Stewardship Program set 

. . 

The ·u.s. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin continuous signup for the new 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Aug. 10, with the first sign up period cutoff sched­
uled for September 30. CSP is a voluntary program that encourages agricultural and for­
estry .producers to maintain existing conservation activities and adopt additional ones on 
their operations. 

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of2008 (2008 :farm Bill) authorizes CSP. Con­
gress renamed and revamped the former Conservation Security Program completely to im­
prove its availability and appeal to agricultural and forestry producers. The new CSP is 
available to all producers nationwide. Eligible lands include cropland, grassland, prairie, 
improved pasture land, non-industrial private forestland-a new land use for the program-and 
agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe. . 

CSP is administered by the USDA's ·Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 
Rich Sims, state conservationist for NRCS in Iowa, says CSP will help Iowa's agricultural 
producers reach greater levels of conservation performance. "Conservation performance . 
levels derived from maintaining and enhancing natural .resources will improve the quality 
of soil and water, assist in addressing global climate change, and encourage environmen­
tally responsible energy production," said Sims. · 

Eligible applicants may include individual landowners, legal entities, and Indian tribes. 
Although CSP is .continuous signup, agricultural and forestry producers must submit ~ppli­
cation~ by Sept. 30 to be considered for funding in the first ranking period. 

To apply for the newly revamped CSP, potential participants are encouraged to use a self­
screening checklist first to determine whether the new program is suitable for them or t11eir 
operation. The checklist is available online at www.nrcs.usda.~ov/new cs_p and at NRCS 
field offices. After self-screening, the producer's current and proposed conservation prac­
tices are entered in the conservation measurement tool (CMT). This tool estimates the level 
of environmental performance to be achieved by a producer implementing and maintaining 
conservation activity. The.conservation performance estimated by the CMTwill be used to 
rank applications. 

Priority resource concerns are one of the criteria that will be used .to rank applications. · 
Iowa's priority resource concerns include soil quality, soil erosion, water quality and live­
stock. Iowa will establish a ranking pool to rank applications with similar resource con~ 
cerns. 

NRCS field staff will also conduct on-site field verifications of applicants' information 
obtained from the CMT. O~ce the potential participant has been field verified and approved 
for funding, he or she must develop a cons~rvation stewardship plan. 

For information about CSP, including eligibility requirements, producers can visit 
www.nrcs.usda.~ov/new csp or visit their local NRCS field office. · 
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Signup for new Conservation 
Stewardship Program set 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin 
continuous signup fo~ the new Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) Aug. 10, with the first signup period cutoff 
scheduled for September 30. CSP is a voluntary program 
that encourages agricultural and forestry producers to main­
tain existing conservation activities and adopt additional ones 
on their operations. 

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 
Farm Bill) authorizes CSP. Congress renamed and revamped 
the former Conservation Security Program completely to 
improve its availability and appeal to agricultural and for­
estry producers. The new CSP is available to all producers 
nationwide. Eligible lands include cropland, grassland, prai­
rie , improved pastureland, non-industrial private forestland­
a new land use for the program-and agricultural land under 
the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe . 

CSP is administered by the USDA's Natural Reso1,1rces 
Conservation Service (NRCS). Rich Sims, state conserva­
tionist for NRCS in Iowa, says CSPwill help Iowa's agricul­
tural producers reach greater levels of conservation perfor­
F ance. "Conse~ation performance levels derived from main­
taining and enhancing natural resources will improve the 
quality of soil and water, assist in addressing global climate 
change, and encourage environmentally responsible energy 
production," said Sims. 

Eligible applicants may include individual landowners, · 
legal entities, and Indian tribes. Although CSP is continuous 
signup, agricultural and forestry producers must submit ap­
plications by Sept. 30 to be considered for funding in the · 
first ranking period. 

To apply for ·the newly revamped CSP, potential partiCi­
pants are encouraged· to use a self-screening checklist first 
to determine whether the new program is suitable for them · 
or their operation. The checklist is available online at 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/new csp and at NRCS field offices. Af­
ter self-screening, the producer's current and proposed con­
servation practices are entered in the conservation measure­
ment tool (CMT). This tool estimates the level of environ­
mental performance to be achieved by a producer implement­
ing and maintaining conservation activity. The conservation 
performance estimated by the ~MT will be used to rank ap­
plications. 

Priority resource concerns are one of the criteria that will 
be used torank applications. Iowa's priority resource con­
cerns include soil quality, soiJ erosion, water quality and live­
stock. Iowa will establish f~ ranking pool to rank applica­
tions with similar resource boncerns. 

' NRCS- fie_l_d -staff--w-il-1-also . I 
conduct on-site field verifica­
tions of applicants' informa­
tion obtained from the CMT. 
Once the potential participant 
has been field verified and 
approved for funding, he or 
she must develop a conserva:. 
tion stewardship plan. 

For information about CSP, 
including eligibility require­
ments, producers can visit 
www.nrcs.usda.~ov/new csp 
or visit their local NRCS field j 
office. 
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Iowa farmers encouraged / IO- Ili- IO 
to sign up early for CSP 

The USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is accepting new applications for the Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP). The next cutoff date for CSP 
applications is Jan. 7, 2011. 

CSP is a voluntary program that encourages agricultural and 
forestry producers to maintain existing conservation activities 
~d adopt additional ones on their operations. Eligible lands 
mcl~de cropland.' grassland, prairie, improved pastureland, 
non-mdustnal pnvate forestland, and agricultural land under 
the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe. 

Eligible applicants may include individual landowners, 
legal entities, and Indian tribes. Although CSP is a continu­
ous signup program, agricultural and forestry producers must 
submit applications by Jan. 7, 2011, to be considered for the 
next round of funding. · 

Rich Sims, state conservationist for NRCS in Iowa encour­
ages interested farmers to apply early to be considered for 
funding. "We realize farmers are very busy right now, but if 
they can find time to visit their local NRCS office now to sign 
up for the program, much ofthe background-application work 
can be completed later in the year," he said. 

Potenti~l participants can use a self-screening checklist first 
to determme whether the new program i~ suitable for them 
or their operation. The checklist is available online at www. 
nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/csp.html and at NRCS 
field offices. After self-screening, the producer's current and 
proposed conservation practices are entered in the conserva­
tion measurement tool (CMT). This tool estimates the level 
?f environmental performance to be achieved by a producer 
Implementing and maintaining conservation activity. The 
conservation performance estimated by the CMT will be used 
to rank applications. · 

NRCS field staff will also conduct on-site field verifications 
of applicants' information obtained from the CMT. Once the 
pote~tial participant has been field verified and approved for 
fundmg, he or she must develop a conservation stewardship 
plan. 
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SWCD Selling Rain Barrels, 
Composters and More . 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District is taking orders for rain barrels and accesso~es. 
Other items also available includes a 50 gallon tumbhng 
composters, potting benches, a 5 gallon mini composter, bird 
houses and flower boxes. All items are made from recycled 
products. . . . . 

Orders will be taken unttl Apnl 8 with dehvery scheduled 
shortly after that. A rain barrel allows you to recycle natures 
most precious and most taken-for-granted resource. 'J!te 
water can be used for watering plants or gardens, cleanmg 
windows, washing cars, cleaning tools, and more. As cities 
continue to raise water rates, saving rainwater saves money 
and helps the environment! 

Profits from the sales of these items go to high school 
scholarships, poster contests, conservation education, and 
promotion of natural resources in pes Moines Co:unty. 

For pricing and more information stop by thei~ office at 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington, or call Jamie at 319-

753-6221. 

SWCD Selling Kain Barrels, 
Composters and More 
.Th~ ~es M?ines County Soil and Water Conservation 

Distric! Is takmg orders for rain barrels and accessories 
Other Items als~ available includes a 50 gallon ·tumblin . 
~om posters, pottmg benches, a 5 gallon mini com poster bir~ 

oudses and flower boxes. All items are made from recy' cled 
pro ucts. 

Orders will be taken until April 8 with delivery scheduled 
shortly aft~r that. A rain barrel allows you to recycle natures 
most precious and most taken-for-granted resource Th 
w~ter can be u~ed for watering plants or gardens, cle~in e 
wm~ows, was.hmg cars, cleaning tools, and more. As citie~ 
codnthmul e tohraise ~ater rates, saving rainwater saves money 
an e ps t e environment! 

Profits .from the sales of these items go to high school 
scholar~hips, poster contests, conservation education and 
promott~n.ofnatural res~urces in Des Moines County., 
36~~r !J~ct';[dand m?re mfofl!lation stop by their office at 

mt I ge Dnve, Burlmgton, or call Jamie at 319 
753-6221. -

SWCD selling rain barrels, 
com posters· and· more 

The Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conser.vation 
District is taking orders for 
rain barrels and accessori~s. 
Other items also available in­
clude a 50 gallon tuml?ling 
composters, potting benches, 
a 5 gallon mini composter, 
bird houses and flower boxes. 
·All items are made from recy­
cled products. 
- Orders will be taken until 
Ap1U 8 with delivery sched­
uled slrutly after that. 

, ... 

A rain barrel''allows you to 
recycle naures most precious 
and ·most taken for granted 
resource. The water can be 

used· for watering plants or 

gardens~ clearung windows, Rain barrels are for sale through April 8 
washing cars; cleaning tools, 
and more. As cities continue The Hawk Eye 

to. raise water rates, saving 

1 

Des Moines County Soil and 
rainwater saves money and Water Conservation District is 
helps the environment! accepting orders for rain barrels 

Profits from the· · sales of and accessories. 
these items go to high school Other items available include 
scholarships poster contests 1 50-g~on tumbling composters, 

. ' . _ ' potting benches, five-gallon mini 
conservation education, and composters, bird houses and 
promotion of natural resourc- flower boxes. All items are made 
es in Des Moines County. 

For pricing and more in- -
form.ation stop by their office 
at 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Bur­
lington, or call Jamie at 319-
753-6221. ' 

11 .. 

from recycled products. 
Orders will be taken un 

April 8 with delivery schedul 
shortly after that. 

Profits from the sales of th 
items go to high school scho 
arships, conservation educ 
tion, and promotion of 
resources in Des Moines Coun 

For pricing, stop by 3625 Flin 
Ridge Drive or call (319) 753-6221 
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SWCD selling rain barrels, 
composters and more 

The Des Moines County used for watering plants or 
Soil and Water Conservation gardens, cleaning windows, 
District is taking orders for washing cars, cleaning tools, 
rain barrels and accessories. and more. As cities continue 
Other items also available in- to raise water rates, saving 
elude a 50 gallon tumbling rainwater saves money and 
composters, potting benches, helps the environment! 
a 5 gallon mini composter, ·Profits froin the sales of 
bird houses and flower boxes. these items go to high school 
All items are made from recy- scholarships, poster contests; 
cled products. conservation education, and 

Orders will be taken until promotion of natural resourc­
April 8 with delivery sched- es in Des Moines County. 
uled shortly after that. Fo~ pricing a~d more in-

A rain barrel allows you. to formation stop by their office 
recycle natures most precious at 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Bur­
and most taken for granted lington, or call Jamie at 319-
resource. ~he water can be ~753-6221. \.~ ~\ 
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SWCD selling rain barrels, 
com posters and more 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District is 
taking orders for rain barrels and 
accessories. Other items also avail­
able include 50 gallon tumbling 
composters, potting benches, a 5 
gallon mini composter, bird hous­
es and flower boxes. All items are 
made from recycled products. 

Orders will be taken until April 
8 with delivery scheduled shortly 
after that. 

A rain barrel allows you to re­
cycle nature 's most precious and 
most-taken-for-granted resource. 
The water can be used for watering 
plants or gardens, cleaning win­
dows, washing cars, cleaning tools 
and more. As cities continue to raise 
water rates, saving rainwater saves 
money and helps the environment. 

Profits from the sales of these A rain barrel can save money and 
items go to high school scholar- help the environment. 
ships, poster contests, conservation 
education and promotion of natural Bureau members can stop by the 
resources in Des Moines County. office at 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, 

For pricing and more informa- Burlington, or call Jamie at (319) 
tion, Des Moines County Farm 753-6221. 
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r Mediapolis participates at Envirothon 
A team from Maquoketa used 

its expertise in wildlife and current 
issues to beat out Mediapolis and 13 
other teams from around the state and 
win the 2011 Iowa Envirothon title 
at Springbrook State Park in Guthrie 
Center recently. 

The Envirothon, co-sponsored by 
the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, is a 
program for Iowa high school students 
who want to learn more about our 
planet's natural resources and current 
environmental challenges. Teams 

are tested in five categories: wildlife, 
aquatic ecology, forestry, soils and 
current issues. The theme of this year's 
current issues oral competition was 
salt and freshwater estuary systems 
and the role of wetland creation and 
management. 

Members from the Mediapolis team 
includeBlakeHubbard,AdvisorStacey 
Rector, Brody Reis, Caleb Nelson, 
Garrett Rupe and Kellie Kuenzler. 
The Iowa Envirothon is a program 
of the Conservation Districts of Iowa, 

Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation, Iowa 
Pork Producers Association, Iowa 
NRCS, Iowa Soybean Association, 
IowaDepartmentofLand Stewardship 
-Division of Soil Conservation, Iowa 
FFA Association, Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources, Agren Inc., and 
many Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts. 

For complete results from the 2011 
Iowa Envirothon, visit http://www. 
cdiowaorg/envirothon.html. 



Lake Geode project 
making strides 

to create pristine 
waters to be proud of. 

john Gaines/The Hawk Eye 

Overflow runs down the spillway at Lake Geode, which Is on the state's list of lm~ired waters due to high levels of E. coli bacteria and 
phosphorous. A watershed project is taking steps to bring pristine waters to GeOCie for swimming, fishing and boating. 
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POLISHING THE GEM 
By NICHOLAS BERGIN 
nbergin@thehawkeye.com 

DANVILLE - Just as 
his father and grandfather 

" before him, Herb Grinstead 
farms ground in rural Dan­
ville within the Lake Geode 
watershed. At 62, Grinstead 
believes he is more than just a 
farmer, he is the guardian and 
caretakerofhissmallcornerof 
earth. 

'1t's important to be a good 
steward of the land," said 
Grinstead, whose family has 
a long history of supporting 
area land and water conserva­
tion efforts. ''My granddad had 
some of the first terraces in the 
Geode watershed." 

That's why he and many 
other area farmers are work­
ing with Lake Geode Water­
shed Project Coordinator 
Caleb Waters on a $1.2 mil­
lion, five-year plan to imple­
ment a variety of conservation 
practices within Geode State 
Park and the surrounding 
watershed, including plant­
ing grass buffer strips along 
waterways, creating terraces, 
implementing conservation 
tillage and contour cultivation. 

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources has moni­
tored Lake Geode, which fre­
quently fails to meet national 
quality standards. Tests have 
shown high levels of E. coli 
bacteria, indicating the pres­
ence of animal and humane 
waste. Swimming advisories 
routinely are posted at the 
beach because of the E. coli 
levels. 

Excessive phosphorous from 
fertilizers also reach the lake, 
which causes algae to grow 
rapidly, leading to elevated 

John Gaines/The Hawk Eye 

Excessive phosphorous from fertilizers in the water cause algae to 
form on the banks around Lake Geode near Danville. 

pH levels that are harmful to 
aquatic life. 

The test results have led to 
the lake being placed on the 
state's list of impaired waters. 

It wasn't until 2000 that 
DNR began monitoring state 
beaches as part of its Ambient 
Water Monitoring Program. 

"(Water quality) was per-

ceived as a new problem. But 
it (high bacteria and phospho­
rus) has probably been in the 
lake the· whole time. I'm think­
ing water quality has prob­
ably improved over the years 
because farming practices 
have improved. So I would 
think water quality in the lake 
is better than it has been in 

past decades. Of course there 
is no way to really prove that," 
park manager U1f Konig said 
during a recent interview. 

The watershed 

The ultimate goal of the 
Lake Geode Watershed Proj­
ect is simple enough: Fix the 
water quality within the park 
to provide a beautiful pristine 
lake for swimming, boating, 
fishing, hiking and viewing 
wildlife. 

''Basically people want a 
safe place to swim and a good 
place to fish while they're 
camping and hiking," said 
Drew DeLang of the U.S. 
Department . of Agriculture' 
Natural Resources Conser 
vation Service. DeLang · 
Waters' day-to-day manager 
Both men work out a( th 
NRCS office in Burlington. 

The actual details of mak 
ing that happen are a littl 
more complex. 

The Iowa . Department 
Natural Resources wrote th 
Water Quality Improveme -
Plan for the Geode watershe 
which serves as the conserv 
tion bible for those working 
improve the lake. The plan · B 

often referred to as a TMD 
which stands for Total M .­
mum Daily Load for pH 
indicator bacteria. 

''When we did that (wate r­
shed) assessment, we walk 
up every gully, every ditc , 
every creek in the watershe . 
When we did that we collec 
data with a GPS unit. lS 

was done in the fall of 20 7 
and the spring of 2008. 
data we collected, it told 
where the worst areas are 
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( Watershed 
Continued from page lA 

erosion," DeLang said. 'We're 
going back now and focusing 
on those high gully erosion 
areas." 

If the TMDL is the conser­
vation bible for the water­
shed, then Waters is the head 
preacher. 

Waters, who grew up on a 
farm southwest of New Lon­
don, began work March 1 
and is employed by the Des 
Moines and Henry coun­
ties' soil and water conser­
vation djstricts. It's his job 
to coordinate efforts for all 
the partners involved in the 
project, including landown­
ers, residents, the soil and 
water -conservation districts, 
NRCS, DNR, Iowa Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship, Henry and Des 
Moines county conservation 
boards and secondary roads 
departments and the Iowa 
Soybean Association and 
Geode Resource Conservation 

. & Development. 

Gem of southeast Iowa 

''It's the gem of southeast 
Iowa," DeLang said of Geode. 
''It's a great park. We have a 
tendency to go to Illinois, Mis­
souri and Wisconsin (for rec­
reation), and we have a pretty 
good secret right out here. Go 
out and take a look. There are 
eight miles of trail, abundant 
wildlife. It's a neat place, and 
it's yours, it's ours, the tax­
payers." 

Without conservation 
practices in the watershed, 
the lake's lifespan would be 
reduced greatly, DeLang 
added. 

"Even with the practices 
there is still siltation happen­
ing out there," he said. 

Built in 1950s, Lake Geode 
originally included 187 acres 
up to 56 feet deep. But grad­
ual sedimentation over the 
years has eaten away af the 
lake. It now measures 174 
~cres, and its deepest part 
IS 44 feet deep, according to 
DNR figures. 

"It's the gem of southeast Iowa. It's a great 
park. We have a tendency to go to Illinois, 

Missouri and Wisconsin, and we have a pretty 
good secret right out here . ... It's a neat 

place, and it's yours, it's ours, the taxpayers:' 
Drew DeLang, 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
ing field runoff, erosion from 
within the park, livestock, a 
healthy population of Can­
ada geese and other wildlife, 
Waters said. 

The Geode watershed, land 
that drains into the lake, 
spans 10,327 acres, mostly in 
Des Moines County. That's 
a 59-to-1 watershed to lake 
ratio. About 170 land own­
ers control more than 80 per­
cent of the watershed, which 
extends north and east from 
the lake. 

The land within the water­
shed consists of 63 percent 
row crops, 1.9 percent grazed 
lands, 8.4 percent farmsteads, 
roads and residences, 24.8 
percent conservation areas 
and 1. 7 percent water. 

In-field assessments show 
an estimated sediment run­
off load of about 9,200 tons a 
year and phosphorus runoff of 
about 14,235 pounds per year, 
some of which inevitably end 
up muddying the waters of 
Lake Geode. One of the goals 
of the watershed project is to 
reduce phosphorus arid sedi­
mentation runoff deposited in 
the lake to 45.8 percent. 

· Getting to that point means 
installing a variety of conser­
vation practices on targeted 
private land that will reduce 
annual sediment delivery by 
about 1,624 tons and phos­
phorus by 2,511 pounds. To 
accomplish that reduction, 
Waters plans to work with 
landowners to construct this 

year at least an acre of grass 
waterway, which officials 
already have done. They also 
intend to build 4,000 .feet of 
terraces, 14 water and sedi­
ment control basins and at 
least one pond. 

Within the park itself, the 
plan is to install water and 
sediment control basins, as 
well as grade control struc­
tures in gullies to reduce the 
amount of annual sedimenta­
tion by 2,596 tons and phas­
·phorus by 4,011 pounds. To 
accomplish this, officials want 
to install at least eight grade 
stabilization structures, or 
ponds, within the park this 
year. 

"A big part of this project is 
we're going to be working on 
DNR ground to control gully 
erosion, which we haven't 
really looked at in the past," 
DeLang said. 

Planting grass along water­
ways helps prevent erosion in 
·creek beds, while the instal­
lation of ponds, terraces and 
dry dams holds runoff briefly, 
allowing sediment to settle 
before the water continues 
on its way through the water­
shed. 

The watershed project is 
funded through a variety 
of local, state and federal 
programs and recently was 
awarded $4 70,000 through 
theDNR. 

Funds are available tO pro­
vide up to 75 percent cost 
share to install conservation 
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E. coli 
The presence of E. coli, and 

the percentage each source 
, contributes to the lake, varies. 
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Soil & Water Conservation 
Poster Contest 

During heavy rains, manure 
application runoff is responsi­
ble. During dry periods, cattle 
in streams and geese at the 
beach receive the lion's share 
of the blame, according to the 
TMDLstudy. 

Most of the water qual­
ity violations f9r Lake Geode 
happen during periods of wet 
weather when excess rainfall 
runs off land and into ditches 
and streams, which eventu­
ally empty into the lake. The 
runoff carries feces that has 
built up on the land over time. 

High E. coli levels also have 
occurred during dry to normal 
periods, during which time 
there is less water to dilute 
fecal. material being deposited 
in the lake by livestock, wild­
life and septic systems. 

The Des Ivioines County Soil & Water Conservation 
District is offering a poster contest open to all youth 
in Iowa. Posters will be judged on the entry's conser­
vation 1nessage, visual effectiveness, universal appeal 
and originality. Divisions will be based on age. Win­
ners will receive cash prizes with honorable 1nentions 
receiving gift certificates from Pizza Hut. 

Reducing runoff 

The theme of this years poster contest is 
" Conservation Habitats=Healthy Habitats". 
For more information and poster entry form call the 
E xtension office at 754-7556 or 800-914-1914. Entry 
deadline is March 31. 

Officials are careful not 
to point fingers at any one 
source. There are multi­
ple factors contributing to 
Geode's maladies, includ-

practices within the water-
shed. · 

Rains this spring have 
damaged many of the ter­
races and other grade stabi­
lization structures. Officials 
will have to wait until after 
crops are out of the fields this 
fall to fully assess and begin 
to repair damages. Waters is 
looking for additional fund~ to 
fix damaged structures. 

''There has been a significant 
amount of erosion throughout 
the watershed, but because 
of the conservation practices 
already installed the impacts 
were reduced. But like every­
thing, there is always room for 
improvement," Waters said. 

Amenity improvements 

Geode has seen several 

amenity improvements over 
the past several years. 

A new beach playground 
area was built at a cost of 
$130,000. More sidewalks and 
another playground structure 
are planned this fall. 

A new shelter house with 
enclosed bathrooms and 
kitchen recently was con­
structedfor $350,000 provided 
by the Iowa Department of 
Economic Development plus 
$75,000 in funding from pri­
vate donations, in-kind labor, 
the Des Moines and Henry 
counties board of supervisors, 
as well as several local com­
munities. The sewage system 
for the shelter will be com­
pleted later this summer. 

In 2004, three silt ponds 
were excavated and restored 

and a beach boat ramp paved' 
at a cost of $30,000. , 

The park road system,' 
including the beach parking 
lot underwent a $1.2 milliorf 
resurfacing in 2007. ., 

Officials purchased $5,000 
worth of new sand in 2009 for 
the beach and playground. '· 

Also, officials have pur-. 
chased equipment for picking 
up goose droppings from the 
beach. 

A great deal of volunteer 
time and labor went into the 
beach improvements, ·as well 
as contributions from area 
communities, including New 
London, Da~ville, Bur~gton\ _c:h__ 
West Burlington, Middle- \f 
town, Mediapolis and Mount 
Pleasant, Konig said. -
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SWCD selling rain 
barrels and more 

BURLINGTON, lA - most homeowners about 
The Des Moines County . 1,300 gallons of water 
Soil and Water Conser- during the peak summer 

· vation District is selling months. As cities continue 
rain barrels made from re- to raise water rates, saving 
cycled plastic food barrels. rainwater saves money 

Other items available and helps the environ­
include tumbling com- ment! 
posters, potting benches, Profits from the sales 
bird houses and flower of these items go to high 
boxes also made from school scholarships, post­
recycled products. er contests, conservation 

Rain barrels are avail- education, and promotion 
able in limited supply ofnaturalresourcesinDes 
now. Orders will be taken Moines County. 
for the other items until For pricing and more 
April 20 with delivery information stop by their 
scheduled shortly after office at 3625 Flint Ridge 
that. Drive, Burlington, or call 

One rain barrel can save 319-753-6221. -
Native grass seed 

available 
The Des Moines County Soil and 

Water Conservation District is selling 
native grass and wildflower seeds. 

Native grass seed is used on farm 
ground that is being enrolled into 
CRP but native plantings are beauti­
ful additions to any urban landscape. 
Native grass plantings are good for 
the environment due to the root ar­
chitecture and the low maintenance, 
dnce established, provides great 
~ ~~~ 

habitat for pollinators such as bees 
and other insects that have been on 
the decline and birds. Additionally, 
native grass is beneficial to control 
erosion. 

Des Moines County Farm Bureau 
members can call for pricing and 
more information by stopping by the 
SWCD office at 3625 Flint Ridge 
Drive, Burlington, or call (319) 753T" 
6221. 

®11!1 ~ ~ 

RAIN BARRELS AND 
COMPOSTING BINS 

The Des Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation District is selling rain barrels 
and tumbling composters that are made from 
recycled materials. The barrels and composters 
are each 55 gallon. Rain barrels are priced at 
$70 each, the tumbling composters are $135 
each. Payment can be made with cash or 
check only. The Des Moines County Soil & 
Water Conservation offices are located at 3625 
Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington, lA. Barrels and 
composters may be purchased during regular 
business hours of 7:30am-4:00pm Monday­
Friday. If you have any questions please call the 
Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation 
District at 319-753-6221. 

Soil and Water Conservation 
District Scholarship Offered 

Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation Dis­
trict is offering a scholarship to a local high school senior 
who will pursue a college education in any field of agri­
culture or natural resources. 

Application packets are available at high school guid­
ance counselor offices or call the Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District at 753-6221. Applica­
tions are due by March 2, 2012. 

Students living outside of Des Moines County must 
submit their applications to the soil and water COJ;Iserva­
tion district in which they reside. 



Pheasants Forever adds a Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 
in Des Moines, Lee, Louis·a, and Van Buren· Counties 

NRCS and ing the completion of result of Pheasants For­
the Iowa his master's degree, he ever's Reload Iowa ef­
Department worked for two years as fort, a statewide initia­
of Natural a biologist for the Ne- tive to improve 1 million 
Resources braska Game and Parks acres of wildlife habitat 
to provide Commission, after which on private and public 
technic a 1 he relocated to Southeast land in the state. Soil and 
assistance Iowa in 2010. While in Water Conservation Dis­
to private Iowa, he has worked for tricts and Pheasants For­
landowners the Iowa Department of ever Chapters in the four 

through Natural Resources and counties in which Bergth­
one-on-one Iowa State University old is working, provided 
consulting as a biological aide. He financial support for the 
- regarding also served as an Earth position through theRe­
the benefits Team Volunteer with the load Iowa campaign. As 
of conser- Natural Resources Con- a result, landowners in 
vation pro- servation Service. Now, the above counties can 

New Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist, grams (such as a Farm Bill Wildlife call on Bergthold to con-
Casey Bergthold as the Con- Biologist, Bergthold as- duct site visits and devel-

Pheasants Forever and s e r vat ion sists private landowners op wildlife management 
Quail Forever announce Reserve Program). with improving wildlife plans free of charge. 
the hiring of a new Bergthold is a na- habitat on their ·lands. If For those who reside 
Farm Bill Wildlife Biolo- tive of Northeast Mis- you are interested in im- or own land outside of 
gist, Casey Bergthold, to souri and holds a BS in proving wildlife habitat Des Moines, Lee, Louisa, 
cover Des Moines, Lee, Fisheries and Wildlife on your farm, Bergthold and Van Buren conn­
Louisa, an Van Buren from the University of will likely be able to help. ties; Pheasants Forever 
Counties. As a Pheasants Missouri-Columbia and "The job of a Farm Bill employs 11 other Farm 
Forever Farm Bill Wild- a MS in Biology from Wildlife Biologist is to Bill Wildlife Biologists 
life, Bergthold works in Tennessee Technologi- serve as a one-stop-shop throughout the state and 
partnership with USDA- cal University. Follow- for landowners looking the Iowa Department of 

for technical, program- Natural Resources em­
matic, or financial as- ploys Private Lands Biol­
sistance with managing ogists and Wildlife Spe­
wildlife habitat on their cialists that offer similar 
private lands," · Bergth­
old stated. "Some land­
owners want to improve 
hunting, others enjoy 
watching wildlife and 
yet others simply want to 
find a way to earn money 
from, while protecting, 
marginal or highly erod­
ible farmland." 

The new position is a 

services. 
If you are interested in 

improving your property 
for wild life and would 
like assistance or if you 
need contact information 
for a biologist that covers 
another county, please 
contact Casey Bergthold 
at (573) 823-0675 or by 
email. 
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Conservation Christmas gift ideas ) 
Des Moines County Farm Bu- for .sale. The rain barrels are 

reau members - do you have a available now but the remaining 
gardener or conservation-mind- items will be available the we·ek 
ed person on your Christmas of December 19th. 
list that is hard to buy for? The The SWCD has also begun 
Des Moines County Soil & Wa- selling native grass and wild­
ter Conservation District has the flower seeds. There are many 
perfect gift options for you. . seed options ·available. This 
Th~_ SWCD has rain barrels seed is used on ground enrolled 

and accessories, a tumbling into CRP but can also be used to 
composter, potting_ ·benches, control erosion. Wildlife is also · 
flower boxes, and · bird houses · attracted to native grasses. 

Profits from the sales of these 
items go to high school scholar-

-ships, poster contests, conserva­
tion education, and promotion of 
natural resources in Des Moines 
County. 

For pricing and more informa- I 

tion, Des Moines County Farm. 
Bureau members can stop by 
the. SWCD office at 3625 Flint 
Ridge Drive, Burlin~ton, or call ~ 
Jamie at 319-753-6221. It 

Conservation Christmas gift ideas 
Do you have a gardener or 

conse,vation-minded person 
on your Christmas list that 
is hard to buy for? The Des 
Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation District has the 
perfect gift options for you. 

The SWCD has rain barrels 
and accessories, a tumbling 
composter, potting benches, 
flower boxes and bird houses 
for sale. The .. rain barrels are 

available now but the remain- Profits from the sales of 
ing items will be available the these items go to high school 
week of December 19th. scholarships, poster contests, 

The SWCD has also be- conservation education, and 
gun selling native grass and promotion of natural resourc­
wildflower seeds. There are es in Des Moines County. 
many seed options available. For pricing and-more infor­
The seed is used on ground . mation stop by the SWCD of­
enrolled in CRP but can also fice at 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, 
be used to control weeds. Burlington, or call Jamie at 
Wildlife is also attracted to 319-753-6221, 
native grasses. 

: New wildlife biologist in the area . 

.. 

Casey Bergthold will 
be located in the 
Donnellson Field Office. 
The HawkEye 

Pl}easants Forever and Quail 
Forever announce the hiring of 
five hew Farm Bill Wildlife Biolo­
gists in Iowa, upping its total 
nufnber in the state to 12. 

Among the five biologists, 
Buchanan, Cherokee, Chicka­
saw, Delaware, Des Moines, 
Dubuque, Floyd, Howard, Jasper, 
Lee, Louisa, Marion, Mitchell, 

Plymouth, Polk, Sioux, Warren, 
Woodbury, and Van Buren coun­
ties now will fall under Farm Bill 
Wildlife Biologist coverage. The 
additional positions come at an 
especially critical juncture for 
Iowa, where the state's pheasant 
population is at a modern record 
low. 

The new positions are the 
latest results in Pheasants For­
ever's Reload Iowa effort, a 
statewide · initiative to improve 
1 million acres of wildlife habi­
tat on private and public land in 
the state. Pheasants Forever's 
12 Io~a Farm Bill Wildlife Biola-

gists work to provide technical 
assistance to farmers and ranch­
ers - through one-on-one con­
sulting - regarding the benefits 
of conservation programs (such 
as the Conservation Reserve 
Program) . 

Casey Bergthold will be 
located in the Donnellson Field 
Office and will cover Louisa, 
Des Moines, Van Buren and Lee 
counties. 
· Casey is a native of Northeast 
Missouri and holds a bachelor of 
science degree in fisheries and 
wildlife from the University of 
Missouri-Columbia and a mas-

ter of science degree in biology 
from Tennessee Technological 
University. 

He spent two years working 
as a biologist for the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, 
after which he relocated to 
southeast Iowa in 2010. Since 
that time, he has worked for the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources and Iowa State Uni­
versity as a biological aide. He 
also served as an Earth Team 
Volunteer with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
in Fairfield. 
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Des Moines County News-- Page 3 . 

Sands hosts conservationist 

(DES MOINES) - Maureen Hutchcroft of Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conservation Districts and Lake Ge­
ode visited the State Capitol recently and met with Rep. Tom 
Sands (R-Wapello). Pictured from left to right are Maureen 
Hutchcroft and Rep. Sands. 

Soil and Water Conservation District 
selling native· grass and wildflower seeds 

Native grass seed is used on farm ground that is being en­
rolled into CRP, but native plantings are beautiful additions to 
any urban landscape. Native grass plantings are good for the 
environment due to the root architecture and the low mainte­
nance, once established, provide great habitat for pollinators 
such as bees and other insects that have been on the decline, 
as well as birds. Additionally, native grass is beneficial to 
control erosion. 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District is now selling native grass and wildflower seeds. 
For pricing and more information stop by the SWCD office 
at 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington, or call319-753-6221. 

Group to 
present 
findings 
on creek 
By NICHOLAS BERGIN 
~bergin@thehawkeye.com 

Each time Flint Creek jumps 
its banks and runs amok, it seems 
to leave behind destroyed roads, 
washed out driveways and an 
assortment of debris. 

In the wake of particularly dam­
aging flooding in 2008 and ~009, the 
Des Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District procured a 
$50,000 state I-Jobs grant to do a 
study of the creek watershed 

The study was done by the 
Hydroscience and Engineering 
Department of the University of 
Iowa's College of Engineering. 
The results will be presented 
during a public meeting at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Leopold Loft at 
Starr's Cave Nature Center. 

The presentation will include 
recommendations for best man­
agement practices that can be 
implemented within the water­
shed to reduce future flooding. 

The majority of the options pre­
sented would have to be installed 
on private ground Those measures 
will be suggestions only and not 
mandatory, said District ConseiVa­
tionist Drew Delang of with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 

The Flint Creek drains about 
100,000 acres in the northwest and 
central part of Des Moines County, 
as well as the east central portion 
of Henry County, Delang said 

The creek empties into the 
Mississippi River just north of 
Burlington. 
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2012 Soil and Water Conservation 
Week is April 29 to May 6 

Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed a proclamation 
recognizing April 29-May 6 as Soil and Water Conservation 
Week. Soil and Water Conservation Week recognizes that the 
abundance of our agricultural products and the quality of life 
we enjoy are dependent upon the proper use and management 
of soil and water resources. 

The severe erosion during the "Dust Bowl" years of the 
1930s brought about the first efforts to prevent soil erosion, -$­
which ~lso helped protect water resources. Iowa passed a law . 
in 1939 to establishing a state agency and the means for soil 
and wa~r consenration.districts to org~nize. This legislation 
declared it the policy of the State of Iowa to: preserve soil 
and water; protect the state's tax base; and promote health, 
safety and public welfare of people of Iowa. 

Today, Iowa is a national leader in the implementation 
of water quality and watershed projects, soil conservation 
and buffer programs. Iowa currently leads the nation in the 
continuous conservation reserve program buffer initiative 
with more than 600,000 acres. Iowa also has more than 60 
active watershed and water quality projects across the state. 
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SWCD Selling Rain Barrels And More 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 

District is selling rain barrels made from recycled plastic 
food barrels. Other items available include · tumbling com­
posters, potting benches, birdhouses and flower boxes, also 
made from recycled products. 

Rain barrels are available in limited supply now. Orders 
will be taken for the other items until April 20, with delivery 
scheduled shortly after that. 

One rain barrel can save most homeowners about 1,300 
gallons of water during the peak summer months. As cities 
continue to raise water rates, saving rainwater saves money 
and helps the environment! 

Profits from the sales of these items go to high school 
scholarships, poster contests, conservation education, and 
promotion of natural resources in Des Moines County. For 
pricing and more information, stop by their office at 3625 
Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington, or call 319-753-6221. 



• 

t 

• 

• 

:- Thursday ·April21, 2010 LOCAL Page 2B ·Mediapolis News 

: ~ From L-R: Caleb Nelson, Brody Reis, Kellie Kuenzler, Garrett Rupe and Blake Hubbard. 

Mediapolis High School Envirothon 2011· 
Selectee\ students from Mediapolis High School competed at the Iowa City 

Regional Envirothon competition on March 15. Mediapolis High School placed 
eightH at the regional competition and were 15th overall in the state of Iowa. 
Mediapolis joined 15 other teams on April 18 at Springbrook State Park to 
compete in state competition and did not place in the top three. The Mediapolis 
Envirothon team members consist of Caleb Nelson, Blake Hubbard, Garrett Rupe, 
Brody Reis, and Kellie Kuenzler. The team is coached by Mediapolis High School 
Science teacher Stacey Rector and the Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil 
Scientist Kindra Bradley. The winning team at the state competition will compete 
at the Canon Envirothon, July 24-29 at Mount Allison University, Sackville, New 
Brunswick, Canada. The Envirothon is a team competition for high school students 
testing their knowledge of natural resources. 

In the field and classroom, teams of five students are challenged to use their 
knowledge and critical thinking skills to conduct hands-on investigations, 
solve real-life scenarios and answer written questions covering five categories: 
aquatics ecology, forestry, wildlife, soils, and current environmental issues. The 
Iowa Envirothon is sponsored by the Conservation Districts of Iowa and their 
partners. The steering committee for this program consists of representatives from 
Conservation Districts of Iowa, Iowa Farm Bureau, Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, Iowa Department of Land Stewardship-Division of Soil Conservation, 
Iowa FFA Association, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service, Iowa ·Pork 
Producers, Iowa Soybean Association, Pheasants Forever Inc., and the Iowa Chapter 
of Soil and Water Conservation Socie . 
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Native grass seed 
available 

The Des Moines County Soil & 
Water Conservation District is selling 
native grass and wildflower seeds. 

Native grass seed is used on farm 
ground that is being enrolled into 
CRP but native plantings are beau­
tiful additions to any urban land­
scape. Native grass paintings are 
good for the environment due to the 
root architecture and the low main­
tenance, once established, provides 

•--- ·_ 

2012 Soil & Water Conservation Poster 
Contest Information 

THEME: Soil to Spoon-
It is important to understand \Vhere the food 
comes from that you eat each day. You see a 
wide variety of products in your local groce1y 
store. But where does it all cmne fro1n? What is 
the connection to the soil you walk on each day? 

DIVISIONS: Division 1 - grades l( and 1 
Division 2 - grades 2 and 3 
Division 3 - grades 4 - 6 
Division 4 - grades 7 - 9 
Division 5 - grades 1 0 - 12 

CRITERIA: The posters will be judged on the 
entry's conservation message (50°/o), visual 
effectiveness (30°/o), originality (1 0°/o) and 
universal appeal (1 0°/ o). 

AWARDS: Locally, for each division, 1st place- $25; 
2nd place- $20, 3rd place- $15, and honorable rnention 
-Pizza Hut personal pan pizza gift certificate 
Regionally, one winner fron"l each division, $35 
State, one winner from each division, $50 

DEADLINE: l'v'Iarch 30, 2012 
Please deliver completed posters to: 

Des Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, IA 52601 

For Rules and Questions, callJmnie at 319-753-6221 

great habitat for pollinators such 
as bees and other insects that have 
been on the decline and birds. Ad­
ditionalJy, native grass is beneficial 
to control erosion. 

For pricing and more informa­
tion, Des Moines County Farm 
Bureau members can stop by the 
SWCD office at 3625 flint Ridge 
Drive, Burlington, or call (319) 
753-6221. 

-

SWCD selling rain barrels 
and more 

Attention Des Moines County 
Farm Bureau members: The Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is selling rain 
barrels made from recycled plastic 
food barrels. Other items available 
include tumbling composters, pot­
ting benches; bird houses and flower · 

boxes, also made from recycled 

products. . . . 
Rain barrels are available m limit-

ed supply now. Orders will be taken 
for the other items until Apri120 with 
delivery scheduled shortly after that. 

One rain barrel can save most 
homeowners about 1,300 gallons 
of water during the peak summer 
months. As cities continue to raise 
water rates, saving rainwater saves 
money and helps the environment! 

Profits from the sales of these 
items go to high school scholar­
ships, poster contests, conservation 
education and promotion of natural 
resources in Des Moines County. 

Pricing on the items: Rain bar­
rels, $70; composters, $125; potting 
benches, $140; . birdhouses/flower 
boxes, $15. For more information 
stop by the office at 3625 _Flint Ridge 
Drive, Burlington, or call (319) 753-

6221. 



statewide initiative to improve 
1 million acres of wildlife habitat 
on private and public land in 
the state. Pheasants Forever's 
12 Iowa Farm Bill Wildlife Bi­
ologists work to provide tech­
nical assistance to farmers and 
ranchers-through one-on-one 
consulting-regarding the ben­
efits of conservation programs 
(such as the Conservation Re­
serve Program). 

Randy Phelan will be located 
in the Le Mars Field Office and 
will cover Plymouth, Cherokee, 
Sioux and Woodbury Counties. 
Phelan recently retired from the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), where he had.a 
long and productive career. His 
last position with the NRCS was 
as an Assistant State Conserva­
tionist in Montana. He most re­
cently worked for the Plymouth 
County Conservation District 

. and Resource Conservation 
and Development as a Contract 
Specialist. Phelan can be reached 
by Email. 

Tyler Harms will be located 
in the Indianola Field Office 
and will cover Warren, Jasper, 
Marion and Polk Counties. Tyler 
is a recent graduate oflowa State 
University, where he r~eived 
both his BS and MS in Wildlife. 
Before deciding to focus on a 
career in private lands wildlife 
m~agement, Tyler spent many 
summers with the illinois De-

. partment of Natural Resources 
as a Water Patrol Officer. Harms 
can be reached by Email. 
· Dan Borchardt will be lo­
cated in the Charles City Field 
Office and will cover Floyd, 
Chickasaw, Howard and Mitch-

Casey Bergthold will be 
located in the Donnellson Field 
Office and will cover Louisa, 
Des Moines, Van Buren and Lee 
Counties. Casey is a native of 
Northeast Missouri and holds 
a BS in Fisheries and Wildlife 
frofi:t ·the University of Missouri­
Columbia and a MS in Biology 
from Tennessee Technological 
University. He spent two years 
working as a biologist for 'the 
Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, after which he 
relocated to Southeas't Iowa in 
2010. Since that time, he has 
worked for the Iowa Depart_; 
ment of Natural Resources and 
Iowa State University as a bio­
logical aide. He also served as 
an Earth Team Volunteer with 
the Natural Resources Conser­
vation Service in Fairfield, Iowa. 
Bergthold can be reached by 
Email . 

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever's Farm Bill Wildlife 
Biologist program has, in just 
9 years of existence, account­
ed for more than two million 
acres of habitat being created 
or improved for wildlife, and 
currently staffs more than 90 
Farm Bill Wildlife Biologists 
throughout the country. For 
more information on the Farm 
Bill Wildlife Biologist program 
in Iowa, please contac~ Ginger 
. Walker, Pheasants Forever's 
Prairie Pothole Farin Bill Wild­
life Biologist Manager, at (712) 
229-8275 or Email Ginger. For all 
other inquiries, please contact 
Rehan Nana, Public. Relations 
Specialist for Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever, at (651) 209-
4973 or· Email Rehan. 

Pheasants Forever adds 
five Farm Bill Wildlife 
Biologist posi6ons in low~ 

Additions will help impruoe 
habitat for pheasant, quail 

and other wildlife 
IOWA - December 16, 2011 

-· Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever announce the hiring 
of five new Farm Bill Wildlife 
Biologists in Iowa, upping its 
total number in the state to 
12. Among the five biologists~ 
Buchanan, Cherokee, Chicka­
saw, Delaware, Des Moines, 
Dubuque, Floyd, Howard, Jas­
per, Lee, Louisa, Marion, Mitch­
ell, Plymouth, Polk, S~oux, War­
ren, Woodbury, and yan Buren 
Co~nties will now fall under 
Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist cov­
erage. The additional positions 
come at an especially critical 
junctut:e for Iowa, where the 
state's pheasant population · is 
at a modem record low. 

The new positions are _the 
latest results in Pheasants For­
ever's Reload Iowaeffort, a 

ell Counties. Borchardt will t 
transitioning from a Wetlan 
Specialist position with tl1 
Bremer County Soil and We 
ter Conservation District. H 
received his BS in Fish an 
WJidlife Biology from Iowa Sta1 
University and has considerabl 
experience in fish and wildlii 
management. Borchardt can 1: 
reached by Email. 

Chris Hiher will be locate 
in the Manchester Field Offi< 
and will . cover Delaware, Bt 
chanan and Dubuque Coll:fltie: 
He comes to Pheasants ForevE 
from a similar position wit 
Pheasants Forever in lllinoi: 
where he worked with conse: 
vation partners for nearly tw 
years. Chris received his BS i 
.Wildlife from the Universit 
of Wisconsin at Stevens Poin 
Hiher grew up on a dairy fan 
in Northwest illinois. He can l:: 
reached by Email. 
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Cleaning up the lake 

Jeff Hunt/The Hawk Eye 

Caleb Waters, Geode watershed coordinator, talks Monday about terraces and ponds const111Cted near Lake Geode. The structures 
are used to keep siH out of the lake. The five-year project is entering its third year, and Waters said the nine structures completed 
will keep about 3,000 tons of siH out of the lake each year. 



Cleaning up Lake Geode 
Ponds, basins installed 
to stop sediment runoff 
into lake. 
By JEFF HUNT 
jhunt@thehawkeye.com · 

DANVILLE - The idea is to 
keep as much silt out of Lake 
Geode as possible. 

Nine new structures at the park 
are intended to do the trick 

Silt ponds and settlement 
basins have been constructed 
around the park as part of a $1.2 
million project to keep sediment 
from being washed into the lake. 

Caleb Waters, Geode water­
shed coordinator, said runoff 
from the watershed will drain into 
the ponds and basins, nine in all, 
to give silt a chance to settle out 
before the water continues on to 
the lake. 

He said more structures will be 
built because they have proven to 
be helpful in reducing siltation. 

"With the rain we've had in the 
past few weeks, a lot of sediment 
would be in the lake.," Waters said. 

He pointed out Lake Darling 
near Brighton has done the same 
thing with success. 

"They have done a lot of ponds 
around the lake," Waters said "We 
are looking for areas around the 
lake to build more ponds." 

The earthworks are a result of 
a partnership between several 
county, regional, state and federal 
agencies, including the Henry and 
Des Moiries county conservation 
boards, secondary roads depart­
ments from both counties, the 
Iowa Soybean Association, Geode 
Resource Conservation and 

Development, Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Steward­
ship, Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources and the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 

"We couldn't do the projects 
without the partnerships between 
all these agencies," Waters said 

Waters said his primary job is 
to pool those resources to improve 
the water quality. 

"I look in the park for ways to 
improve gully eroSion, and now 
we are loo~ in other areas for 
another round of work," he said. 

The difference between ponds 
and basins is whether water is 
intended to stand in the struc­
tures. Waters also relies on ter­
races to keep silt out of the lake. 

Mike McGhee, DNR's program 
manager for lakes restoration, 
said there's a lot of work still to be 
done at Geode. 

"Lake Geode is a highly visited 
lake," he said "But if you look into 
the upper end of the lake, you will 
see there has been some siltation 
there." 

He said attention will turn to 
work in the lake after the silting is 
controlled 

"We've lost some lake acreage 
on the northern portion of the 
lake," McGhee said. 

Waters said park officials will 
use the new bodies of water. 

"I've talked to an Iowa Depart­
ment of Natural Resources fish­
eries biologist at the Washington 
field office and· he was thinking 
about stocking the ponds with 
fish," Waters said 

McGhee concurred. 
"We will stock ponds if there 

Beach monito.rlng continues 
The Iowa Department of out the watershed, and sent to 

Natural Resources continue a lab. 
to monitor the beach area at Whether beach advisories 
Lake Geode. 

"The two impairments to are posted depends on the 
Lake Geode are bacteria and results. 
pH levels," said Caleb Waters, "Swimming advisories are 
Geode watershed coordina- available on the DNR web­
tor. "That stems from a.himiil site," WaterS said "People can 
waste and runoff. check under beach monitor-

"The only problem we have ing and see if there are swim- ' 
now are some of the (Canada) ming advisories ·at any beach 
geese issues on the beach in the state." 
now," he said "We've ~n 
,looking at som~ ofthe pptions He expects ·· campgrounds 
·to deter them from coming to get heavy .use durii)g the 
back to the park. It's just hard Memorial Day weekend, and 
tO fight Mother Nature." there will be many people fish-

, Water samples are col- , ing at the lake. 
lected at lHocations through- , -The Hawk ~ye 

are sufficient sizes and depths 
to hold over-winter fish," he said. 
"The primary initiative is water 
quality improvements, but some­
times you can have dual benefits." 

The ponds already have started 
attracting wildlife. 

"I noticed wood ducks on the 
ponds just a few days ago," Waters 
said. 

Waters said a trail eventually 
will be built around one of the 
ponds. 

"We already have an eight-mile 
trail around the lake," Waters said. 
"This will be shorter for people 
who can't spend all day walking." 

So far, all of the structures have 
been built on park property, but 
that may change. 

"We are not only looking for 
opportunities on public lands, 

but on the private lands as well," 
McGhee said "It's a cooperative 
effort between organizations and 
individuals." 

Waters said landowners have 
been doing a great job with con­
servation practices. 

"Part of my job is to work with 
landowners in the watershed," 
Waters said. "This includes over 
10,000 acres that drains into Lake 
Geode." 

Funds are available to pay for 
up to 75 percent of the cost to 
install stabilization structures on 
private land in the watershed. 

Still, McGhee said people 
should not get in a huny to get the 
lake work done. 

"It's long-term work," he said. 
"It's not a sprint, it's a marathon." 
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Welcome: 

Notre Dame High School 
Senior Awards Assembly 

May 15, 2012 

Mr. Ron Glasgow 

Opening Prayer: Father Anthony Herold 

Scholarship Presentation: 
* DAR Good Citizen District Winner Award 
* Dick Wagner Baseball Scholarships 
* Dick Wagner Memorial Scholarship 
* Helen Raider Memorial Scholarship 

• 

* Wesley H. & Barbara Duer Swiler Memorial Scholarship 
* DouglasS. Grinde Memorial Scholarship 
* Gentlemen's Club Scholarship 
* Burlington Fine Arts League Scholarship 
* Boys of Summer Scholarship 
* Burlington Junior Women's League Scholarship 
* Burlington Area Comm. YMCA-YWCA-John Slocum Honorary Scholars 
* F&M Bank & Trust Depart. Jessie Corbin Trust Scholarship 
* F&M Bank & Trust Depart. Sheridan-Setterberg Memorial Trust Scholars 
* Access Energy Cooperative Scholarship 
* Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District Scholarship 
* Optimist Essay Scholarship 
* Optimist "16 and Under'' Oratorical Scholarship 
* Optimist "Youth of the Year" Finalist Scholarship 
* Mississippi Valley Blood Center Scholarships 
* Burlington High School Class of 1972 Scholarship 
* S.C.C. Foundation Board Scholarship 
* SCC Clifford Lloyd and Winona Rynott Yohe Scholarship 

* SCC Kiwanis Scholarship 

* Brent Slocum Scholarship 
* B&B Propane Community Scholarship- Jet Stop 
* Rich Rump Memorial Scholarship 
* Edward B. Gnahn Memorial Scholarships 

* Dr. Jennie McCowen Scholarship 
* Diocese of Davenport - Marquerite Riizinger Scholarship 

• 
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BUS arts students win poster contest 
Burlington High School 

Two Burlingtqn High School Art 
Students placed in the 2012 Soil 
and Water Conservation Poster 
Contest. 

Elizabeth Linneman, senior, 
placed second place and won a 
$20 prize. Amy Carlson, sopho­
more, placed first with a $25 prize 
and her poster will go onto the 
regional competition. 

The theme for this year's 
contest was "Soil to Spoon" -
emphasizing the importance of 
understanding where the food 
comes from that you eat each day 
and what the connection is to the 
soil that you walk upon each day. 

Amy Carlson, left, and Elizabeth Unneman, display their posters 
from the 2012 Soil and Water Conservation poster contest. 

• 

I 



Patrick K. Moore 
2000 S. 16th Street, Burlington, IA 52601 319.457.0193 

r,( J 
(' 

June 1, 2012 

Maureen Hutchcraft, Chairperson 
Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, lA 52601 

Dear Ms. Hutchcraft, 

I am honored to be the local winner of the 2012 Conservation Districts of Iowa 
Scholarship. Your generous support is helping me to fulfill a lifelong dream of going to 
college. 

T )appreciate your confid~nce in me and willingness to contribute to my future education 
dnd I am glad to have the opportunity to thank you personally for your generosity. 
Without donors like you, many students would be unable to pursue the career ·of their 
dreams. 

My future plans include pursuing a career in the field of Conservation. I intend to use 
the knowledge I gain in college-in order to help make my community a better place to 
live. 

Once again, I offer my sincerest thanks for your generous support. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick K. Moore 
Notre Dame High School Class of 2012 

"We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a community 
to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect."~ Aldo Leopold 



Amy Car1son and her winning poster. 

Burlington student wins 
conservation poster contest 
Burlington High School 

A Burlington High School 
student has won her category 
in the Conservation Districts of 
Iowa 2012 poster contest. 

Amy Carlson placed first in 
the 1Oth- to 12th-grade cat­
egory for best portrayinQ the 
conservation theme So11 to 
Spoon. 

Winners were selected 
from the regional winners at 
the COl Summer Conference, 
June 11 and 12. 

Amy's winning poster will be 
displayed at the CDI Annual 
Conference Sept. 5 and 6 in 

West . Des Moines, then will 
be forwarded to the National 
Association of Conservation 
Districts competition in De­
cember. 

One of the many goals of 
COl is to make people aware 
of the importance of conserva­
tion. 

"There is no better place to 
begin this process than with 
young people who have so 
much at stake in keeping our 
water safe, our soil productive, 
and our ecology balanced," 
the association said in a press 
release. 

Thur~day, May 23 2013 

Contest Winner 

The Des Moines Coun- Iowa and Grinnell Mutual 
ty Soil & Water Conserva- Reinsurance Company. 
tion District is excited to The Des Moines SWCD 
announce that Burlington chose Amy's poster as the 
High School Junior Amy local winner for Division 
Carlson has won First 5 which is 10-12th grade. ' 
Place in the 2012 National Her poster continued to 
Association of Conserva- win through regional and 
tion District's (NACD) an- state competition to reach 
nual poster contest. The the national level where 
theme for 2012 was "Soil she earned the top prize l 

to Spoon". against . the best posters c 

Each year · NACD se- in her division from each 
lects a theme for the poster state. 
contest. The Des Moines If you would like more 
SWCD participates in information about the 
coordination with the poster contest, contact the • 
Conservation Districts of SWCD at 319-753-6221. 
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Iowa Soil Conservation 
recognizes Nancy Carter 

The Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District is excited to announce 
that retired Mediapolis School 
Teacher Nancy Carter was cho­
sen to receive the first place 
award in Teacher Division I of 
the 2012 Iowa Soil Conserva­
tion Awards Program. 

The purpose of the award is 
to recognize public or parochial 
school teachers who are per­
forming outstanding service 
in creating public awareness of 
the need to safeguard our her­
itage of natural and human re­
sources. Division I consists of 
teachers in grades K through 6. 

The Des Moines SWCD 
nominated Nancy because she 
is a teacher that incorporates 
conservation and actively in-

valves students in all aspects 
of the learning process. In tum 
she garners enthusiasm from 
her students about conserva­
tion projects. She challenges 
students to think beyond them­
selves and think globally. Stu­
dents can carry these lessons 
into adulthood and be thought­
ful, well informed citizens who 
will work with others through­
out life, making a positive im­
pact on their family and co~­
munity. 

Nancy received the award 
during the Annual Conference 
for Soil and Water Conserva­
tion District Commissioners on 
Thursday, September 6. The 
award was presented to her by 
Angie Reid of the Iowa Conser­
vation Education Council. 

Photo submitted 

Angie ~eid (left) of the Iowa Conservation Education Coun­
cil presents award to retired school teacher Nancy Carter. 

.. ' . .. I 
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KIDS IN THE CLASSROOM 

Retired teacher gets 
consetvatien award., 

. ~ ~ ,.{ 

'· ' . _, ~~~~~Ott -

Retired Meeiapolis School e'h~h..tisia~rn . 
teacher Nancy Carter has ': frOm her stu-
received the fi'rst-place award : dents· about · 
in Teacher Qivisi'o.n I of the consel;v~tio~; 
2012 Iowa Soil Conserv~~ion project$. Sbe 
Awards Program, ?.9cora1ng challenges~.·· 
to the Des Moines O,ounty students to 
Soil and Watej: Genservation think beyond 
District. Carter themselves 

The award recognizes and think 
public or parochial school globally. Students can carry 
teachers who are perform- these lessons into adulthood 
ing outstanding service in and be thoughtful, well in-
creating public awareness formed citizens who will work 
of the need to safeguard with others throughout life, 
our heritage of natural and making a positive impact on 
human resources. Division I their family and community." 
includes teachers in grades Carter received the award 
kindergarten through 6. during the Annual Confer-

The Des Moines SWCD ence for Soil and Water 
nominated Carter because Conservation District Com-
she is a teacher that "incor- missioners Sept. 6. The 
porates conservation and award was presented to her 
actively involves students in by Angie Reid of the Iowa 
all aspects of the learning Conservation Education 
process. In turn she garners Council. 

Reid (L) presents Mrs. Carter with the award. -Photo Submitted 

DMC Soil And Water Names Carter Award Winner 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation Dis­

trict is excited to announce that retired Mediapolis School 
teacher Nancy Carter was chosen to receive the first place 
award in Teacher Division I of the 2012 Iowa Soil Conserva­
tion Awards Program. 

The purpose of the award is to recognize public or paro­
chial school teachers who are performing outstanding ser­
vice in creating public awareness of the need to safeguard 
our heritage of natural and human resources. Division I con­
sists of teachers in grades K through 6. 

The Des Moines SWCD nominated Nancy because she 
is a teacher that incorporates conservation and actively in­
volves students in all aspects of the learning process. In tum· 
she garners enthusiasm from her students about conserva­
tion projects. She challenges students to think beyond them­
selves and think globally. Students can ca:fry these lessons 
into adulthood and be thoughtful, well informed citizens 
who will work with others throughout life, making a posi­
tive impact on their family and community. 

Nancy received the award during the Annual Conference 
for Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners on 
Thursday, September 6. The award was presented to her by 
Angie Reid of the Iowa Conservation Education Council. 



Reid (L) presents Mrs. Carter with the award. -Photo Submitted 

DMC Soil And Water Names Carter Award Winner 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District is 

excited to announce that retired Mediapolis School teacher Nancy 
Carter was chosen to receive the first place award in Teacher Divi­
sion I of the 2012 Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program. 

The purpose of the award is to recognize public or parochial 
school teachers who are performing outstanding service in creating 
public awareness of the need to safeguard our heritage of natural 
and human resources. Division I consists of teachers in grades K 
through 6. 

The Des Moines SWCD nominated Nancy because she is a 
teacher that incorporates conservation and actively involves stu­
dents in all aspects of the learning process. In tum she garners 
enthusiasm from her students about conservation projects. She 

' challenges students to think beyond themselves and think globally. 
Students can carry these lessons into adulthood and be thoughtful, 
well informed citizens who will work with others throughout life, 
making a positive impact on their family and community. 

Nancy received the award during the Annual Conference for Soil 
and Water Conservation District. Commissioners on Thursday, Sep­
tember 6. The award was presented to her by Angie Reid of the 
Iowa Conservation Education Council. 

Angie Reid presents Nancy Carter with the Teacher Division I award. 

Mediapolis teacher 
chosen to receive 

Teacher Division I award 
The Des Moines County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 
is excited to announce that retired 
Mediapolis school teacher, Nancy 
Carter, was chosen to receive the 
first place award in Teacher Divi­
sion I of the 2012 Iowa Soil Con­
servation Awards Program. 

The purpose of the award is 
to recognize public or parochial 
school teachers who are perform­
ing outstanding services in creat­
ing public awareness of the need 
to safeguard our heritage of natu­
ral and human resources. Division 
I consists of teachers in grades 
kindergarten through sixth. 

The Des Moines SWCD nomi­
nated Nancy because she is a 
teacher that incorporates conser-

vation and actively involves stu­
dents in all aspects of the learning 
process. In turn she garners en­
thusiasm from her students about 
conservation projects. She chal­
lenges students to think beyond 
themselves and think globally. 
Students can carry these lessons 
into adulthood and be thoughtful, 
well informed citizens who will 
work with others throughout life, 
making a positive impact on their 
family and community. 

Nancy received the award dur­
ing the annual conference for Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners on Thursday, Sept. 
6. The award was presented to her 
by Angie Reid of the Iowa Conser­
vation Education Council. 
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Des Moines County News -- Page 5 

Pillings receive Regional Award 
BURLINGTON, IA -

The Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conser­
vation District Commis­
sioners are pleased to an­
nounce that Charles and 
Jim Pilling, Mediapolis, 
have been selected as local 
and regional winners of 
the Iowa Soil Conserva­
tion Awards Program. 

The Pillings were se­
lected by the Des Moines 
County SWCD as local 
winners for various rea­
sons including that they 
are conservation leaders 
in the community. Jim 
and Charles have been 
using no-till for well over 
20 years on both Highly 
Erodible and Not Highly 
Erodible Land. They be­
gan using cover crops 
before others had heard 
of it because they knew 
it would build organic 
matter, reduce erosion, 
scavenge nitrogen and 
suppress weeds on their 
fields. The Pillings have 
installed numerous con­
servation practices such 
as waterways, terraces, 
field borders, basins and 
filterstrips throughout the 
years. They have made 
decisions about their land 
use that shows their com­
mitment to keep the soil 
in place. 

The Iowa Soil Conser­
vation Awards Program 

Jim Pilling and Charles Pilling are pictured here 
with the placque they received for the award. 

is sponsored by the Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation 
in partnership with Con­
servation Districts· of Iowa 
and Iowa Depar tment 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship. Des Moines 
County is located in Re-

gion 9 which consists of 
13 counties in southeast 
Iowa. 

If you would like more 
information about the 
awards program, please 
contact the SWCP at 319-
753-6221. 

SWCD selling rain barrels 
The Des Moines County Soil and 

Water Conservation District is selling 
rain barrels and tumbling composters 
made from recycled plastic food bar­
rels. Rain barrels are available in lim­
ited supply now. Additional orders will 
be taken until April 22 with delivery 
scheduled for the end of April. One 
rain barrel can save most homeowners 
about 1,300 gallons of water during the 
peak summer months.Profits form the 

sales of these items go to high school 
scholarships, poster contests, conserva­
tion education, and promotion of natu­
ral resources in Des Moines County. 
For pricing and more information, 
Farm Bureau members can stop by 
the SWCD office at 3625 Hint Ridge 
Drive, Burlington, or call 319-753-
6221. The SWCD will also have a rain 
barrel display at Earth Day Oeanup at 
the Port of Burlington on Apri120. 

. .,. . 
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From L-R: Charles and Jim Pilling upon receipt of the DMC 
Soil and Water Conservation regional award. -Photo Submitted 

Pillings Receive Regional Award 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation Dis­

trict Commissioners are pleased to announce that Charles 
and Jim Pilling, Mediapolis, have been selected as local and 
regional winners of the Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Pro­
gram. 

The Pillings were selected by the Des Moines County 
SWCD as local winners for various reasons, including that 
they are conservation leaders in the community. Jim and 
Charles have been using no-till for well over 20 years on 
both Highly Erodible and Not Highly Erodible Land. They 
began using cover crops before others heard of it because 
they knew it would build organic matter, reduce erosion, 
scavenge nitrogen and suppress weeds on their fields. The 
Pillings have installed numerous conservation practices such 
as waterways, terraces, field borders, basins and filterstrips 
throughout the years. They have made decisions about their 
land use that shows their commitment to keep the soil in 
place. 

The Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program is spon­
sored by the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation in partnershiP, 
with Conservation Districts of Iowa and Iowa Departmen 
of Agriculture and Land Stewardship. Des Moines County i 
located in Region 9, which consists of 13 counties in south 
east Iowa. 

For more information about the awards program, please 
contact the SWCD at 319-753-6221 . 

.. 

Business briefcase 
The HawkEye 

The Louisa County Agricul­
tural Extension District hired 
Andrea Farrier to be a county­
based pro­
gram assistant 
in the areas of 
agricultural, 
horticultural 
and natural 
resources. The 
addition to 
the local staff 
will expand Famer 
the amount of 
local program-
ming in these areas as well as 
provide a local resource for ques­
tions ranging from animal and 
crop farm operations to garden­
ing and identification of bugs and 
plants. 

Farrier is a graduate of Iowa 
--$- State University with a degree 

in agriculture education. She 
worked most recently at Pre­
mier Fencing in Washington, 
which has made her an expert 
in fencing law and practice. She 
expects to work with Louisa 
County residents on many more 
subjects including pesticide 
applicator training and master 
gardener training. 

She is a newlywed, having 
married Nathan Farrier in late 
August. She and her husband live 
on a farm in rural Louisa County. 

••• 
The Iowa DNR, Louisa County 

Soil & Water Conservation Dis­
trictandAmeriCorpsannounced 
Erica Yost 
has been hired 
as a private 
lands habitat 
specialist. 

Yost started 
in the Wapello 
field office on 

been selected 
as local and 
regional win­
ners of the 
Iowa Soil 
Conservation 
Awards Pro­
gra,n. 

rrhe Pill-
in s were Jim Piling 
s lected by the 
Des Moines 
County SWCD 
as local win­
ners for vari­
ous reasons, 
including they 
are conserva­
tion leaders in 
the commu-
nity. Jim and Charles Pilling 
Charles have 
been using no-
till for well over 20 years on both 
highly erodible and not highly 
erodible land. They began using 
cover crops before others have 
heard of it because they knew 
it would build organic matter, 
reduce erosion, scavenge nitro­
gen and suppress weeds on their 
fields. The Pillings have installed 
numerous conservation prac­
tices such as waterways, ter­
races, field borders, basins and 
filter strips throughout the years. 
They have made decisions about 
their land use that shows their 
commitment to keep the soil in 
place. 

The Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program is sponsored by 
the Iowa Farm Bureau Federa­
tion in partnership with Conser­
vation Districts of Iowa and Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship. Des Moines 
County is located in Region 9 
which consists of 13 counties in 
southeast Iowa. 

••• 

. ...• , .. ,. ......... . 
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The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District commission­
ers are pleased to announce that Charles and jim Pilling, of Mediapolis, have 
been selected as the Local and regional winners of the Iowa Soil Conservation 

. Awards Program. Pictured are jim Pilling, Left, and Charles Pilling. 

Pillings receive 
regional award Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Des Moines County Farm Bureau 
Members, Charles and Jim Pilling, 
were selected by the Des Moines 
County SWCD as local winners 
for various reasons including that 
they are conservation leaders in the 
community. Jim and Charles have 
been using no-till for well over 20 
years, on both highly erodible and 
not highly erodible land. They be­
gan using cover crops before oth­
ers had heard of it, becau~e they 
knew it would build organic matter, 

basins, and filter-strips through-; DMC Soil & Water 

. reduce erosion, scavenge nitrogen 
and suppress weeds on their fields. 
The Pillings have installed numer­
ous conservation practices such as 
waterways, terraces, field boarders, 

out the years. They have made L 

decisions about their land use that 
shows their commitment to keep 
the soil in place. 

The Iowa Soil Conservatio 
Awards Program is sponsored b 
the Iowa Farm bureau Federation in 
partnership with conservation dis­
tricts of Iowa and Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Steward­
ship. Des Moiftes connty is Mcated 
in Region 9 which consists of 13 
counties in southeast Iowa. 

If you would like more infor­
mation about the awards program, 
please contact the SWCD at 319-
753-6221. 

DMC Soil & Water ConserVation 
District offering scholarship 

Des Moines County Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation District is offering a 
scholarship to a local high school se­
nior who will pursue a college educa­
tion in any field of agriculture or natu­
ral resources. Application packets are 
available at guidance counselor offices 

or call the DMC Soil and Water Con­
servation District at 753-6221. Appli­
cations are due by March 1. Students 
living outside of Des Moines Co. 
~ust submit their applications to the 
soil and water conservation district in 
which they reside. 

Conservation District 
offering scholarship 

BURLINGTON - Des 
Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis­
trict is offering a scholar­
ship to a local high school 
senior who will pursue a 
college education in any 
field of conservation or 
natural resources. 

Application packets are 
available· at high school 
guidance counselor offic-

es or call the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 
753-6221. Applications 
are due by February 28, 
2014. 

Students living outside 
of Des Moines County 
must submit their applica­
tions to the soil and water 
conservation district in 
which they reside . 

• 

• ... , 

( 
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National poster 
contest winner named 

The Des Moines County Soil 
& Water Conservation District 
is excited to announce that Bur­
lington High School Junior Amy 
Carlson has won first place in 
the 2012 National Association of 
Conservation Di~trict's, (NACD) 

annual poster contest. 
The theme for 2012 was "Soil 

to Spoon. "Each year NACD 
selects a theme for the poster 
contest. The Des Moines-SWCD 
participates in coordination 

-with the conservation . Districts 
of Iowa and Grinnell Mutual 
Rein-surance Company. The Des 

. Moines SWCD chose Amy's 
poster as th~ local winner for 
Division 5 which is lOth - 12th 
grade. 

Her poster continued to win 
through regional and .state com­
petition to reach the national 
level where ·she earned the top 
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prize against the best posters in 
her division from each state. 

If Des Moines County Farm 
Bureau members would like 
more information about the post­
er contest, contact the SWCD at 
319-753--6221. . 
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DMCSWCD 
Scholarship 

Des Moines County Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation District is offering 
a scholarship to a local high school 
senior who will pursue a college edu­
cation in any field of conservation or 
natural resources. Application pack­
ets are available at high school guid­
ance counselor offices or call the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water Con­
servation District at 753-6221. Ap­
plications are due by Friday, Feb. 28. 
Students living outside of Des Moines 
County must submit their applications 
to eth soil and water conservation dis­
triCt in which they re~ide. 

BusinCss briefcase 
The HawkEye 

Jamie Grimes, of Burlington, 
was awarded the Iowa Depart­
ment of Ag and-Land Steward­
ship - Division 
of Soil Conser­
vation's June 
Employee of 
the Month. 
Grimes has 
worked for the 
Des Moines 
and Louisa 
SWCD as a 
state secretary Grimes 
for the Depart-
ment for the last 18 years. 

IDALS-DSC provides state­
wide leadership in the protection 
and management of soil, water 
and mineral resources, in both 
rural and urban landscapes. 

Grimes was nominated by Des 
Moines· and Louisa County Soil 
and Water Conservation districts. 

Some of the many accomplish­
ments in 2012 are: 

• Processed 47 state cost­
share payments for Des Moines! 
Louisa County totaling $126,635 
in state cost-share programs. 

• Assisted both offices in com­
pleting 44 conservation plans, 
seeding plans and other paper­
work related to enrolling acres 
into the Conservation Reserve 
Program. 

Presentation of Grimes' 
certificate was given by Vince 

Sitzmann, field services bureau 
chief; Matt McDonald, field rep­
resentative; and the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conserva­
tion District commissioners. 

••• 
IH Mississippi Valley Credit 

Union welcomed Marilyn Lau­
ber, account officer, to the West 
Burlington branch at 403 S. Gear 
Ave. in West Burlington. 

Lauber has 24 years of mort­
gage experience. She is a mem­
ber of the National Association 
of Mortgage Underwriters, the 
Mortgage Bankers Association 
and Compliance AdvisorS. She 
also has written a book, "Financ­
ing the American Mortgage." She 
is the mother of four and has nine 
grandchildren. 

• •• 
Nephrologist Muhammad 

Khattak has joined Great River 
Nephrology in West Burlington. 

Khattak received his medi­
cal degree from Khyber Medical 
College, Pakistan. He completed 
a residency at Mount Sinai Ho 
pitaVJames J. Peters Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, 
New York, and a fellowship a 
Drexel University/Hahnem 
Hospital, Philadelphia. He is cer 
tified by the American Board o 
Internal Medicine. 

Great River Nephrology offe 
treatment of kidney diseases an 
other illnesses. 
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Iowa Learning Farms' Conservation 
Station coming to town 

AMES, IOWA- Iowa Station can learn why Iowa's age are collected in clear jars 
Learning Farms' Conservation water and soils are precious to show what is corning off 
Station is corning to the Des and how to help preserve the various soil surface 'types 
Moines County Fair on Friday, these natural resources for fu- including heavily tilled soil, 
July 26, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. ture generations. The ILF team minimum tillage and pervious 
The fairgrounds are located members who travel with pavement. 
at 1500 West Agency Board in the Conservation Station use A Conservation Station tour 
West Burlington. demonstrations, pictures, in- is free. It can be seen at many 

The Conservation Station is teractive displays, video and events including field days, 
a mobile learning center that sound to convey the message county fairs, farmers' markets 
travels across. the state teach- that clean water and good and student educational out­
ing all Iowans how they can soils are essential to everyone. ings all over Iowa this spring, 
help to improve water qual- The Conservation Station's summer and fall. Visit the Iowa 
ity and keep Iowa's soils in rainfall simulator demon- Learning Farms' website often 
place-building a Culture of strates the effects of rainfall on for a schedule of Conservation 
Conservation. different land surfaces. Water Station appearances, as events 

Visitors to the Conservation runoff and subsurface drain- are added regularly: http:// 

Be sure to watch for the Conservation Station at the Des Moines County Fair. 

www.extension.iastate.edu/ 
ilf/ conservationstation. 

Iowa Learning Farms is a 
partnership between the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship, Iowa 
Department of Natural Re­
sources (USEPA section 319), 
Iowa Natural Resources Con­
servation Service, Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach, Leopold Center for 
Sustainable Agriculture; in co­
operation with Conservation 
Districts of Iowa, the Iowa 
Farm Bureau and the Iowa 
Water Center. 
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Iow-a Learning Fanns' .Conservation 
Station co111ing to toW'll 

AMES, IOWA-Iowa with the Conservation outings all over Iowa this 
Learning Farms' Conser- Station use demonstra- spring, summer and fall. 
vation Station is coming tions, pictures, interactive Visit the Iowa Learning 
to the Des Moines County displays, video and sound Farms' website often for a 
Fair on Friday, July 26, to convey the message that schedule of Conservation 
from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. The clean water and good soils Station appearances, as 
fairgrounds are located at are essential to everyone. events are added regular-
1500 West Agency Board The Conservation Sta- ly: htm: L Lwww.extensiol'l;. 
in West Burlington. tion' s rainfall simulator iastate.eduL ilf L conserva-

The Conservation Sta- demonstrates the effects tionstation. 
tioii is a mobile learning of rainfall on different land Iowa Learning Farms is 
c~nter that travels acrbss surfaces. Water runoff and a partnership between the 
the state teaching all Io- subsurface drainage are Iowa Department of Agri-
wans how they can help collected in clear jars to culture and Land Steward-
to improve water quality show what is coming off ship, Iowa Department of 
and keep Iowa's soils in the various soil surface Natural Resources (USEPA 
place-building a Culture types including heavily section 319), Iowa Natural 
of Conservation. tilled soil, minimum till- Resources Conservation 

Visitors to the Conser- age and pervious pave- Service, Iowa State Uni-
vation Station can learn ment. versity Extension and Out-
why Iowa's water and A Conservation Sta- reach, Leopold Center for 
soils are precious and how tion tour is free. It can be Sustainable Agriculture; in 
to help preserve these seen at many events in- cooperation with Conser-
natural resources for fu- eluding field days, county vation Districts of Iowa, 
ture generations. The ILF fairs, farmers' markets the Iowa Farm Bureau and 
team members who travel and student educational the Iowa Water Center. 

Des Moines County News ·-- Page 3 

WBJH Art Students recognized 

These WBJHS students were winners in the Des Moines County Water Co~­
servation poster contest, with the theme of "Where does your water shed?" The 
seventh graders are First place Tanner Sherrill (will be entered in district com­
petition), Lydia Vance-second place, Jacob Fritz-3rd and Brian Brem-4th. They 
are students of Marianne Darnall who submitted the photo. 
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Pictured left to right: Don lounsbury, commissioner; jason Hinson, commis­
sioner; Maureen Hutchcraft, chair commissioner; Ron Snyder, commissioner; 

jeff Burgus, commissioner; Bob Hinson, assistant commissioner; and center, 

Jamie Grimes, state secretary and Employee of the Month. 

Grimes named IDALS-DSC 
june Employee of Month 

Jamie Grimes, of Burlington, 
was awarded the Iowa Department 
of Ag and Land Stewardship-Divi­
sion of Soil conservation's (IDALS­
DSC) June Employee of the Month. 
Grimes has worked for the Des 
Moines and Louisa SWCD as a 
state secretary for the department 
for the last 18 years. IDALS-DSC 
provides statewide leadership in the 
protection and management of soil, 
water and mineral resources, in both 
rural and urban landscapes. This is 
accomplished through the many 
partnerships including the Natural 
Resources conservation Service, the 
100 Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts throughout the state, and 
private landowners. 

\__) 

Grimes was nominated by Des 
Moines and Louisa County Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts . 
Some of the many accomplishments 
in 2012 are: processed 4 7 state cost 
share payments for Des Moines/ 
Louisa County totaling $126,635 in 
state cost share programs; and as­
sisted both offices in completing 44 
conservation plans, seeding plans, 
and other paperwork related to en­
rolling acres into the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). 

Presentation of Grimes' certificate 
was given by Vince Sitzmann, field 
services bureau chief, Matt McDon­
ald, field representative, and the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water Con­
servation District Commissioners. ~ .. 

• 



DMC Soil & Water* 
Conservation , District 

DES MOINES 
COUNTY- Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is 
offering a scholarship 
to a local high school 
senior who will pursue a 
college education in any 
field of conservation or 
agricu,l ture. 

guidance counselor of­
fices or call the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 
753-6221. Applications are 
due by January 30, 2015. 

Students living· outside 
of Des Moines County 
must submit their applica­
tions to the soil and water 
conservation district in 
which they reside. 

Application packets are 
. available at high school 

Mourning Dove and 
Food Plot workshop 

The Natural Resourc­
es Conservation Service 
is hosting a landowner 
workshop at Mediapolis 
City Hall in Mediapolis, 
IA on Tuesday, April 2 at 
5:30 PM. The workshop 
is open to the public and 
landowners interested 
in dove and upland bird 
wildlife habitat manage­
ment are encouraged to 
attend. 

Other partners spon­
soring the workshop in­
clude the Aldo Leopold 
Chapter of Pheasants For­
ever, Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources, and 
the Des Moines and Lou­
isa County Soil & Water 
Conservation Districts. 

Speakers will be pre­
senting information on 
upland bird and green 
browse food plots, man­
aging for doves in Iowa, 
rules for food plots on 
CRP, and availability ·of 
food plot seed. 

For more information, 
please contact Drew De­
Lang with the Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service at 319-753-6221 or 
319-523-6411. 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Des Moines County SWCD promotes 
Soil and Water ·Stewardship Week 

As a part of Des Moines 
County for 67 years, the 
Des Moines County Soil 
&; Water Conservation 
District wants to remind 
you ·that each of us has a 
connection to natural re­
sources. The National As­
sociation of Conservation 
Districts (NACO) is cel­
ebrating ~e 58th year of 
Stewardsl'rip week April 
28 - May 5, 2013. The 
2013 Stewardship Week is 
themed, "Where does your 
water ~hed ?" 

Maureen Hutchcraft 
acts as the Chairperson 
for Des Moines County 
SWCD. The District was 
formed to assist people in 
Des MoiRes County with 
the protection and conser­
vation of natu}:'al resources 
using available programs 
and educational activities. 
During Stewardship Week, 
Des , Moines SWCD will 
provi~e bookmarks to all 
K-5 grade students in the 
county. 

Oean water is impor­
tant to everyone, "says 

National Association of 
Conservation Districts 
President Earl Garber." 
"Watersheds come in all 
shapes and sizes. They cross 
county, state and national 
boundaries. Every inch of 
the land on planet Earth is 
part of a watershed. In the 
continental U.S., there are 
2,100 watersheds; if we in­
clude Hawaii, Alaska and 
Puerto Rico, the count rises 
to 2,267. No matter where 
you are right now, you are 
in a watershed." 

Less . than 1-percent 
of all of the water on our 
planet is fresh water. The 
average citizen in the Unit­
ed States uses 70 gallons. of 
water every day; ·and this 
does not include the water 
it takes to manufacture the 
automobiles, clothing, and 
food we depend on each 
and every day. Take time 
to learn about your local 
community water sup­
ply sources, and volunteer 
for river, stream or beach 
clean-up days. You can 
make a difference. 

To find out more about 
your local watershed, in­
cluding an app for your 
computer and smart 
phone, visit: www.epa. 
gov / mywaterway. 

Des Moines SWCD is 
a member of the National 
Association of Conse:cva­
tion Districts whlch over­
sees the Stewardship Week 
program. Stewardship 
Week is one of the largest 
national annual programs 
to promote conservation. 
NACO represents the na­
tion's 3,000 conservation 
districts, which were es­
tablished to encourage re­
source conservation across 
the country. 

For more information 
about . Stewardship Week 
and conservation, contaCt 
the SWCD at 319-753-6221. 
Additional information 
about the "Where does 
your watershed?" pro­
gram and other natural re­
source education materials 
is available on the NACO 
website at www.nacdnet. 
org/ education. 
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Conservation posts '"~" 
up for grabs in Nov . .If 

Two Soil and Water District 
commissioner positions will be 
on the Nov. 4 general election 
ballot in Des Moines County. 

Commissioners may come 
from any walk of life, but need is 
an interest in protecting natural 
resources. Anyone who is quali-
fied to vote in a general elec­
tion and resides in Des Moines 
County is eligible to be a candi­
date for election to the board of 
the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 

Five commissioners are 
elected at general elections on a 
nonpartisan basis for staggered 
four-year terms. Only one com­
missioner may reside in any one 
township. Townships open in the 
next election are Washington, 
Yellow Spring, Huron, Franklin, 
Jackson, Danville, Flint. River, 
Tama, Union, Concordia and 
Burlington. 

Commissioners help decide 
the direction of soil and water 
conservation programs in the 
county, and can influence state 
conservation programs. 

Other ·activities include soil 
loss complaints, establishing 
acceptable soil loss limits, pub­
lishing an annual report, approv­
ing soil conservation plans and 
assisting in the management of 
district funds and personnel. 

Soil and water conserva­
tion district commissioners are 
reimbursed for expenses and 
protected from personal liability. 
Commissioners are expected to 
take part in monthly meetings, 
become lrnowledgeable ofSWCD 
laws and programs, develop and , 
carry out soil and water resource ' 
conservation plans and help 
direct financial incentive pro-
grams. . . b 

Nomination petitions can e 
picked up from the Des Moines 
County auditor's office. Nomina­
tion papers must be signed by 25 _ 
eligible electors and filed with 
the auditor's office no later than 
4:30p.m. Aug. 27. 

Questions about becoming a 
t commissioner may be directed 
- to Des Moines County SWCD at 

(319) 753-6221. 

·---------

Division 3: Alaina Oliver, Honorable Mention, 
Massner- 2nd place, Justyn Wyatt- 3rd place, 
McClure, Honorable Mention, Ruth Jahn- 1st place. 

Soil Contest Winners · 
The above pictures are pictures from the Soil and 

Conservation District's annual poster contest. The contest 
for students throughout SE Iowa, but Mediapolis had 
a few award winners this year. This year's theme was 
Does Your Water Shed? Students learned what a water 
is and how to protect it. First place winners won $25, 
place won $20, third place won $15, and honorable mentH!~n 

winners won a pizza hut gift certificate. 
· ~ 
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Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation ~iP~~ 
District promotes Soil and Water Stewardship Week 

Maureen Hutchcraft 
acts as the Chairperson 
for Des Moines County 
SWCD. The District was 
formed to assist people in 
Des Moines County with 
the protection and conser­
vation of natural resources 
using available programs 
and educational activities. 
During stewardship week, 
the SWCD will provide 
libraries in the county 
with bookmarks to pass 

"Soil is an essential Your local conservation 
natural resource that all district is working with 
of us depend on each and local landowners to assist 
every day," says NACD in a variety of projects and 
President Earl Garber. outreach to improve soil · 
"The Dust Bowl of the healthbothnowandinthe 
1930's showed our nation long-term. 
the importance of conser- To find out more about 
vation practices. Farmers the soil types in your com­
and ranchers who have ex- munity, visit http:/ jweb­
perienced recent droughts soilsurvey.sc.egov. usda. 
know that conservation · gov. You can also down­
practices are critical in load an app for your sm~ 
helping their soil endure, devices called "soil web" 

As a part of Des Moines 
County for 68 years, the 
Des Moines County Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District wants to remind 
you that each of us has 
a connection to natural 
resources. The National 
Association of Conserva­
tion Districts (NACD) is 
celebrating the 59th year 
of Stewardship week April 
27 - May 4, 2014. The 
2014 Stewardship Week is 
themed, "DIG DEEPER: 
~ysteries in the Soil"~ 

out to people who check even in the most chal- developed by the Cali-
out books. )enging ;weather events. }ornia Soil Resource lab 

~J ~ ~; in collaboration with the . 

GJi~~sNa u , 
mme Grimes of Burr ne Employee OfTh M 

Stewardship-Di~ision of tn~on, was awarded the Iowa De e 0 D fh 
Month. Grimes has worke~~1 ~onservation 's (IDALS-Ds&~ent of Ag and Land 
for the Department for the 1 ~~ 8 e Des Moines and Louisa SWC~e Employee of the 

IDALS-DSC pro "d as . years. as a State Secretary 
VI es statewide 1e d h. . 

water and mineral resourc . a ers lp In the protectio 
ough the many Partne e~, In. both rural and urban 1andsc n and management of soil I 

flw 1 00 Soil and Wat rs~ps Including the Natural Reso apes. This is accomplished 
lifdowners (continued)~r onservation Districts through~~:sieonservation Service, 

state, and private 1 

L-R: Don Lounsbury, Commissioner; Jason Hinson, Commissioner; Maureen Hutchcraft 
C~air Commissioner; Ron Snyder, Commissioner; Jeff Burgus, Commissioner; Bob 
Hmson, Asst. Commissioner. Center Jamie Grimes, State Secretary, Employee of the Month 

Grimes was nominated by Des Moines and Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts. 

Some of the many accomplishments in 2012 are: 
-Processed 47 state cost-share payments for Des Moines/Louisa County totaling 

$126,635.00 in state cost-share programs. 
-Assisted both office in completing 44 conservation plans, seeding plans and other 

paperwork related to enrolling acres into the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Presentation of Grimes' certificate was given by Vince Sitzmann Field Services 

Bureau Chief, Matt McDonald, Field Rep. and the Des Moines Coun~ Soil and Water 
Conservation District Commissioners. 

I 

... US'J2A Natur.aL Resource 
Conservation Service. 

Des Moines SWCD is a 
member of NACD which 
oversees the Stewardship 
Week program. Steward­
ship Week is one of the 
largest national annual 
programs to promote con­
servation. NACD repre­
sents the nation's 3,000 
conservation districts, 
which were established 
to encourage resource 
conservation across the 
cou,ntry. 

For more information 
about Stewardship Week 
and conservation, con­
tact Des Moines SWCD 
at 319-753-6221 ext. 3. 
Additional information 
about the "DIG DEEPER 
Mysteries in the Soil" pro­
gram and other natural re­
source education materialf 
is available on the NACf 
website at www.nacdne· 
org/ education. 
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Become ·a Soil Conservation Commissioner 
~" Soil and Water District Franklin, Jackson, Danville, part in regular monthly 

19 Commissioners may come Flint River, Tama, Union, meetings, become knowl­
from all walks of life; all Concordia, and Burlington. redgeable of the SWCD laws 
you need is an interest As a commissioner, and programs, develop and 
in protecting our natural ·you'll help decide the di- carry out soil and water re-
resources. H you are quali- rection of soil and water source conservation plans, 
fieg to vote in a general conservation programs in and help direct financial 
election and reside in Des the county, and have the incentive programs. 
Moines County, you are opportunity to influence Nomination petitions 
eligible to be a candidate state conservation pro- can be picked up from 
for el~tion to the board of grams. Your involvement the Des Moines County 
the Des Moines County Soil can include activities such Auditor's office. The next 
and Water Conservation as soil loss complaints, es- general election is Novem-
00ffi0f (SW€EY):-: ' h iE -::-! tablisruh~ accept~il5le·sorr bet '4. Nolriittatiofi !'pa~rs 
'· Fiver c.oYniiiissibnefs.,a't~ loss limits, 1P'{ll}jffshittg1 a!rl ~ ne'~d' tol be lSi~e~ H:Y 125 

elected at general elections annual report, approving eligible electors and filed 
on a nonpartisan basis for soil conservation plans, with the County Audito1J 
staggered four-year terms. and assisting in the man- at the Des Moines Coun~ 
In 2014, there will be two agement of district funds Courthouse no later than 
positions on the general and personnel. 4:30 p.m. on August 27 
ballot in November. Only Soil and waterconserva- 2014. 
one- commissioner may re- tion district commission- Questions about becom­
side in any one township. ers are reimbursed for ex- ing a commissioner rna)'! 
Townships open in the penses and protected from be directed to Des Moines 
next election are Washing- personal liability. Commis- County SWCD at 319-753-
ton, Yellow Spring, Huron, sioners are expected to take 6221. 

DMCSWCD ~~~ 
selling rain barrels 

r 

The Des Moines County consistent supply of clean, 
Soil and Water Conserva- fresh water for outdoor 
·tion District has a lim- use, FREE. 
ited supply of rain barrels Profits from the sales 
and tumbling composters of th~se items go to high 
made from recycled pl~stic school scholarships, post­
food barrels available for er contests, conservation 
sale. education, and promotion 

Soil And Water District Selling Rain Barrefs\~ 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 

District has a limited supply of rain barrels and tumbling 
composters made from recycled plastic food barrels avail­
able for sale. 

One rain barrel can save of natural resources in Des 
most homeowners about Moines County. 
1,300 gallons of water For pricing and more 
during the peak summer information stop by their 
moriths. Saving rain wa- office at 3625 Flint Ridge 
ter not only helps protect Drive, Burlington, or call 
the environment, it saves 319-753-6221. 
homeowners money and · 
energy. Diverting water r------------. 
from storm drains also Have a story? ... 
decreases the impact of Cal/7.~"'-&'328 runoff to streams. There- J., 

fore, a rain barrel is an 
easy way for you to have a 

One rain barrel can save most homeowners about 1 ,~00 
gallons of water during the peak summer months. Saving 
rain water not only helps protect the environment, it saves 
homeowners money and energy. Diverting water from storm 
drains also decreases the impact of runoff to streams. There­
fore; a niin barrel is an easy way 'to have a consistent supply 
of clean, fresh water for outdoor use, FREE. 

Profits from the sales of these items go to high school 
scholarships, poster contests, conservation education and 
promotion of natural resources in Des Moines County. 

For pricing and more information, stop by the office at 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington, or call319-753-6221. 

l 
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Watershed moment 

john Lovretta/The Hawk Eye 

Caleb Waters, Geode watershed coordinator, talks about the shoreline restoration project underway at the main boat launch at Geode State Park near Danville. Rip­
rap is being spread along 983 f~ of shoreline in an effort to curtail shoreline erosion. 

Lake Geode shoreline benefits from facelift 
By RANDY MILLER 
rmiller@thehawkeye.com 

DANVILLE - The shoreline 
at one of the most popular fish­
ing spots at Lake Geode State 
Park has received a facelift over 
he past two weeks that should 
improve the fishing experience 

. from shore while sterruning bank 
erosion. 

Caleb Waters, Geode water­
shed coordinator for the Des 
Moines and Henry County Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts, 
said the $100,000 project might be 
a first in the state since the large 
limestone riprap was installed 
from a barge on the lake, not by 
driving big dump trucks to each 

· dropspot. 
Waters said a contract was 

inked with Buford Dozing and 
Excavating of Bonaparte to rip­
rap 983 feet of shoreline from 
just north of the fish-cleaning sta­
tion at the main boat dock south 
around a natural point on the 
lake. 

Each barge load carries about 
four truckloads of rock, or about 
60 tons of material, but drafts just 
2 to 3 feet below the surface so it 
can get close to the area where 
the rock needs to be placed, said 
Dave Buford of Buford Dozing 
and Excavating. 

"Before we got the bid, I went 
bed every night thinking about 

_<OW we could do this project," 
Buford said, "so I came up with 
the idea of a barge and talked to 
the DNRaboutit." 

Buford subcontracted Batey 
LTD of Mount Pleasant for use 

of its barge, which it uses when 
harvesting trees from river 
islands, and retrofitted some of its 
mechanicals before starting the 
project. 

The riprap was placed 3 feet 
into the water and several feet 
up the shoreline to help control 
erosion of the bank by wind and 
waves, he said, as well as human 
foot traffic. 

The project was funded 
through the state marine fuels 
tax fund, which is earmarked for 
such projects, and a $5,000 grant 
through th~ Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources lake restora­
tion fund. 

The steep topography of the 
land surrounding the lake ham­
pers shoreline fishing and contrib­
utes to erosion, he said. By using 
a barge to place the riprap work­
ers did minimal damage to the 
land and trees, which would have 
happened if they had dumped and 
moved the limestone at various 
locations in the park 

"We're also planning to remove 
some of the scrub brush to make 
it easier to get down to the edge 
of the water to fish," he said. "We 
really want to make it more acces­
sible so people can bring their 
kids out to fish." 

To further improve the lake's 
water quality, five sediment 
ponds have been built around the 
lake over the last several years 
to reduce runoff into the lake. 
Those ponds were stocked two 
years ago by the DNR with blue­
gill, largemouth bass and channel 
catfiSh and also are available for 

john Lovretta/The Hawk Eye 

Jeremy Neeley, with Burford Dozing and Excavating of Bonaparte, loads riprap onto a barge as 
part of a shoreline restoration project Wednesday at the main boat launch at Geode State Park 
near Danville. The riprap is being spread along 983 feet of shoreline in an effort to curtail erosion. 

public fishing, he said. 
DNR Fisheries biologist Chad 

Dolan said the fish might not be 
large enough to keep just yet, but 
by next year they certainly will be. 

"In another year, they should be 
catchable size," he said. 

Dolan said during the past 50 
to 60 years the lake has lost 13 
surface acres to sedimentation. 

He said while officials still see 
,algae blooms, they are not as 

prevalent as the used to be, and 
the water quality has improved in 
recent years. 

The sediment ponds trap 95 
percent of the effluent and· pre­
vent it from entering the lake, he 
said. 

Two more ponds are planned, 
which Dolan said the DNR also 
will stock. 

Waters said the ponds now are 
accessible by foot, but plans are in 

the works to create a trail system 
for easier accessibility. 

The DNR conducts weekly 
water tests at the beach from 
Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
Those results are posted online at 
www.iowadnr.gov/Recreation/ 
Beach/Monitoring 

In the last posting, June 3, the 
E.coli level at the beach was 63, 
making swimming not recom­
mended. 
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Des Moines County Fair 

Brenna Norman/The Hawk Eye 

·'Hie Marshall, 14, of Mediapolis and Brandon Tbye, 10, of But1ington spray water to simulate rainfall on a polluted 
GOmmunity at the Iowa Learning Farms' Conservation Station trailer Friday at the Des Moines County Fairgrounds in 
West But1ington. 

Station-ary learning 
Fairgoers learn about 
environment at 
conservation station. 
By JERMAINE PIGEE 
jpigee@thehawkeye.com · 

W
EST BURL­
INGTON-As 
people walked 
around the Des 
Moines County 

Fair Friday afternoon, some 
people could not help but ask 
about a colorful watershed 
simulator on the fairgrounds. 

The watershed simulator 
was part of the Iowa Learning 
Farms' ConseiVation Station, 
which is a mobile learning . 

_ that travels throughout 
estate teaching Iowans to 

improve water quality and keep 
Iowas soils in place-building 
a culture of conservation 

"A watershed is an area 
of land that drains to a com­
mon water body," said Liz 
Jucherns, conve:rsatlon sta­
tioncoordinatorandeduca­
tor. "Land sheds water, and 
it collects in a common low 
point, whether it's a creek or 
a river." 

As people at the fair 
· red around the water-

replica, Jucherns used 
substances that simulated 
pesticides, oil and soil, and she 
washed them away with water. 
At the bottom of the device 
was a simulated body of water. 

"We use simulated rain to 
show where the water flows 
and what it may be carrying, 
whether it's pesticides, oil or 
soil," Jucherns said. "We want 
to show people what that 

Today at the fair 
ties, the conservation station 
taught fairgoers of all ages 
why Iowa's water and soils 

Time 
&a.m. 
Daily activity 
Dally activity 
&a.m. 

9a.m. 
10a.m. 

10a.m. 

10:30a.m. 
Noon 

1p.m. 
4p.m. 

1to4p.m. 

3p.m. 

Event are precious and how they 
Fairgrounds open can help protect these natural 
Little Toot Express and Bounce House resources. 
Mediapolis Jr. Fanhers Putt Putt Golf Three conservation sta-
4-H Sheep Show, Livestock Arena, 
followed by 4-H bottle lamb show; begin- tions make appearances at 
ning bucket bottle lamb and kid goat fol- county fairs, festivals, farmers 
lows 4-H show markets and student educa-
Nicks Kid's Show, Entertainment Tent tional events across the state 
Hawkeye Heritage Quilt Guild display oflowa. 
opens in Room 501 of1iustee Hall. "We have seven full-time 
Quilts are on display until6:30 p.m. staff, and we have five stu-
Extemporaneous spea.k:i:ilg contest, dents this summer that have 
Little Theatre 
Cookie decorating, Entertainment Tent traveled around the state," 
State fair exhibitors' meeting, Exhibit said Jucherns, who said all 
Hall the staff and students either 
Educational presentations, Little Theatre attend or graduated from 
Mini Fann Bureau Park, Fann Bureau Iowa State University. 
tent The Des Moines County 
Sawdust Dig for children, Mini Fann Soil and Water Conservation 
Bureau Park -Fann Bureau tent 
Bucket bottle calf show, Livestock Arena District invited the conserva-
Beginner bucket bottle calf show tion station to the fair. 
(approximate time) "This is a wonderful edu-

4 p.m. Pedal pull cational tool to help kids get 
· 4 p.m. Des Moines County Fair Board & into conservation as well 

~"'::::>'~Medi':ap£).Ji_. ·§._FFA.commugications~ ... ~~ . -as adults," sai~ 
tors meeting, Little Theater Hutchcraft, commissioner 

4p.rn. 
&p.m. 
7p.m. 

Clothing event stage rehearsal in the Des Moines County 
The Fun Factory, Entertainment Tent " 
4-H state fair exhibitors parade (non- group. This also teaches 
livestock), Exhibit Hall stage. Fashion people things they can do to 
revue and clothing selection style show help keep their air and water 
to follow exhibitors parade cleaner for future genera-

7:30p.m. 
9:30p.m. 

Antique tractor pull, Livestock Arena tions." 
Fireworks by J & M Displays Those who visited the con-

looks like." 
Jucherns also talked about 

different ways to prevent 
this from happening, which 
included cleaning up oil from a 
driveway or limiting the amount 
of pesticides used at horne. 

· Treyton Turrnbull, 8, of Pella 
was one of the students who 
was interested in watersheds. 

"I el\ioyed listening to what 
(Jucherns) was showing us," 
Turrnbull said. "She was 
showing us about water run­
off and how water flows into 
a stream. I also learned not 
to litter." 

Through demonstrations, 
dialogue, computer anima­
tions and interactive activi-

servation station also learned 
why it's important for people 
to clean up after their dogs, · 
as dog feces contaminate 
groundwater and, in tum, 
affect the soil. Dog feces is 
one of many sediment-pro­
ducing materials that can be 
controlled by people who are 
willing to care for the envi­
ronment, Jucherns said. 



- --J --- __ _.. .......... " •• Scholarship' and Award Winners- 2013 
Mediapolis High School 

Olumayowa Adeblyi-Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member . 
Emily Allen • Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Alpha Delta Kappa Scholarship, Eastern Iowa Light & Power Cooperative, MCEA Scholarship, Mediapolis Spanish Club Scholarship, Roy H. & Joan Gerling Scholarship 
Nicholas Anderson- Academic Gold Cord, ~ational Honor Society Member, Bar Association American Citizenship Award, 2013 Brent Slocum Foundation Scholarship, UNI Coe Incoming Freshmen pcholarship, UNI Rose H. Quick Scholarship, Elks Lodge Scholarship, Grinnell Mutual 
Scholarship, IOOF Scholarship in memory of Joe Clover, MTC Technologies Scholarship 
Brody Armstrong -Academic Gold Cord, Historian National Honor Society Member, Elks MVS Scholarship, University of Iowa Scholars 
•"coin Baxter- National Honor Society Member 

1 Beckman- Mediapolis Athletic Booster Club Scholarship 
__ ,,a Beckman- DMC Cattlemen's Association Scholarship, Creelman Scholarship, Myers Tree Farm and Potting Shed Scholarship 
Dustin Belknap- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, DMC Cattlemen 's Association Scholarship, DMC Soil & Water Conservation District Scholarship, River Valley Cooperative Scholarship, DMC Farm Bureau. Scholarship, Palmer Junior Achievement Titan Competition 
Scholarship, Creelman Scholarship, Corey Baker Memorial Scholarship ' · ' ' ., ' 
Joseph Burgus- National Honor Society Member · 
J11de Coulter- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Iowa State Christ!na Hixson Opportunity Award, Corey Baker Memorial Scholarship, Mediapolis American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship 
Allegra Crews- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Great River Friends Scholarship, Mediapolis Spanish Club Scholarship, Prairie Ridge Care & Rehabilitation Scholarship, IOOF Scholarship in memory of Robert Myers 
Jacob Eberhardt- DMC Cattlemen's Association Scholarship, Rob Steiner/DMC Farm Bureau Scholarship, Creelman Scholarship, LiquiGrow/Twin State, Inc. Ag Scholarship, L.W. Matteson Scholarship 
Jesse Ertz- Bernie Saggau Award, Kansas State University Athletic Scholarship 
Kensley Heater- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Morning Sun Lions Club Scholarship, Morning Sun Lioness Club Scholarship, Mutual Telephone Company of Morning Sun Scholarship, Mediapolis Spanish Club Scholarship, Theresa Carroll Scholarship, James W. 
& Carolyn Bray Scholarship · · ' · ·· 
Allison Hedges- Academic Gold Cord, Reporter National Honor Society Member, Iowa State UniversitY Achievement Award, Iowa State The ARA, Two Rivers Bank & Trust Scholarship 
Caleb Hemphill- Academic Gold Co'rd, Dakota State University Merit Champion Scholarship, First Presbyterian Church Scholarship, Ray Pilling Memorial Scholarship 
Haley Hillyard .:.Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, FFAAiumni Scholarship, 4-H Hilltop Helpers Scholarship, Creelman Scholarship: M.E.P.O. Scholarship, MTC Technologies Scholarship, Myers Tree Farm & Potting Shed Scholarship 
Jessica Holsteen -Academic Gold Cord, Palmer Junior Achievement Titan Competition Scholarship, Wartburg College Junior Achievement and Regents Scholarships, Grinnell Mutual Scholarship, Mediapolis Athletic Booster Club Scholarship, Diane Sue Petersen Memorial Scholarsflip, 
Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union Citizenship Scholarship " · 
Blake Hubbard- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Community Service Silver Cord 423 hours, University of Iowa Tuition Scholarship 
Alyssa Hull- National Honor Society Member, Alice L. Mullahy Memorial Nursing Scholarship 
Kortnllsom- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Community Service Silver Cord 447 hours, Greater Burlington Youth Professionals Scholarship, Manfred A. Nordstrom Scholarship 
Kendra Keltzer- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Creelman Scholarship 
Mallah Kome- Academic Gold Cord, YMCA-YWCA John Slocum Scholarship, U of I Freshman Tuition Scholarship, Iowa Scholars Award, Engineering at Iowa Scholarship, U of I The Blank Scholarship, Hagan Scholarship, Mediapolis Education Foundation, m Scholarship 
Chelsea Lippert- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Ellen Hutchcroft Memorial Scholarship, Virginia Kraft Award 
Lindsey Maddox- 4-H Hilltop Helpers Scholarship 
Rebecca Marker- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Louisiana State UniverSity Tiger Excellence Scholarship 
William Massner- Academic Gold Cord, Treasurer National Honor Society, Helen Raider Memorial Scholarship, Elks Lodge Scholarship, Iowa State Presidential Scholarship, Iowa State Cardinal Scholar, National Honor Society Scholarship 
Korl Mclaughlin -Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, DMC Cattlemen's Association Scholarship, 4-H Hilltop Helpers Scholarship, Creelman Scholarship, Kayla Atkins Memorial Scholarship 
Chase Miller- Academic Gold Cord, Mutual Telephone Company of Morning Sun Scholarship, Upper Iowa University Athletic Scholarship, Mediapolis Education Foundation 
Kylie Nielsen- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Mediapolis Fine Arts Scholarship, Mildred Johnson Tenglin Scholarship 
Andrew Poggemlller- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Community Service Silver Cord 418 hours, DAR Good Citizenship Award, Iowa Scholars Award, Mediapolis Spanish Club Scholarship, Mediapolis Fine Arts Scholarship, Medi_apolis Best Thespian Award 
Rachel Rigdon - National Honor Society Member, Creelman Scholarship 
Patrick Riherd- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Pioneer Scholarship 
Mike Rubey- Creelman Scholarship, Corey Baker Memorial Scholarship 
Jared Schmidgall- Academic Gold Cord, President National Honor Society, Burlington/W. Burlington Optimist Club Scholarship, Iowa State Presidential Scholarship, Muscatine Chapter of Engineering Scholarship, Iowa State Cardinal Scholar, National Honor Society Scholarship 
Brianna Schulz- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member 
Aubrey Siegle- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Messiah Lutheran Church Scholarship, Palmer Junior Achievement Titan Competition Scholarship, Mediapolis Youth League Bill Meeker Memorial Scholarship 
Robert Connor Smith- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Palmer Junior Achievement Titan Competition Scholarship, Iowa State University Junior Achievement Scholarship, Mildred Johnson Tenglin Scholarship 
!l,.rah Staley- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, TTT Scholarship, Mediapolis American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship 

11ne Steffener- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, DMC Cattlemen's Association Scholarship, 4-H Hilltop Helpers Scholarship, Creelman Scholarship, Kayla Atkins Memorial Scholarship, Mediapolis American Legion Auxilary Joyce Hollingsworth Memorial 
.... . ... Aer hip, IOOF Schorarship in memory of Larry Reif 
Forestt Stellern • Creelman Scholarship, Iowa State Christina Hixson Opportunity Award, Mediapolis Youth League Bill Meeker Memorial Scholarship 
Danlelle Tapp- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member 
Theresa Thornton- Mediapolis Care Facility Scholarship , 
Benjamin Vorwerk- Academic Gold Cord, Community Service Silver Cord 415 hours, Secretary National Honor Society, Burlington/W. Burlington Optimist Youth of the Year, Governor's Scholar Recognition Award, Des Moines Register Academic All-State Award, Gentlemen's Club Scholarship, 
United States JCI Senate Foundation Scholarship, 2013 Brent Slocum Foundation Scholarship, RIITA Scholarship, Iowa Bankers Association Student Athlete Achievement Scholarship, University of Iowa Presidential Scholarship, University of Iowa Old Gold Scholarship, University of Iowa 
Scholars Award, University of Iowa Blank Scholarship, University of Iowa Tippie Scholars Scholarship, University of Iowa Freshman Tuition Scholarship, Iowa Jaycee Charity (Myron Rogers Scholarship Fund), Keep Iowa Beautiful-Byers Environmental Scholarship, Iowa Elks Foundation 
Scholarship, Grand Lodge of Iowa, A.F. and A.M. , Masonic Scholarship, Burlington Junior Women's League Scholarship, M.E.P.O. Scholarship, Mediapolis Fine Arts Scholarship,_Dr. W. L. and Grace Stewart Scholarship, Roy H. and Joan Gerling Scholarship, Mediapolis News Scholarship, 
Simon Estes Foundation Scholarship 
Jordan Wagenbach- Creelman Scholarship, John Ensminger Memorial Scholarship 
Karrle Wagenbach -Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member 
Rory Wagenbach -Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member 
Drew Wagner- Creelman, Scholarship, Corey Baker Memorial Scholarship, Mediapolis Lions Club Omega Scholarship · > ; 

Kourtney Waterhouse- Clifford Lloyd and Winona Rynott Yohe Scholarship, Burlington Steamboat Days Scholarship . 
Rachel Wilson - National Honor Society Member, Morning Sun Lions Club Scholarship, Solid Rock Baptist Church Wapello Scholarship, Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company and Eland Agency Road to Success Scholarship, Mediapolis News Scholarship 
John Wlschmeier- Academic Gold Cord, Creelman Scholarship, LiquiGrow/Twin State, Inc. Ag Scholarship, James and Lee Hodges Memorial Ag Scholarship, SCC Agriculture Scholarship 
Hannah Wulf- Academic Gold Cord, National Honor Society Member, Eastern Iowa Light and Power Cooperative, SCC Foundation Boar:d Scholarship 



L-R: Allie Coates, Ellie Gerber, HelainaHillyard Back: RachaelKennedy, RuthieJahn, OliviaMoehle,JaggerGourley 

Mediapolis Students Compete Iri Local Track Meet 
By Kim Scheitlin 

Seven Mediapolis students recently competed at the George Wright Memorial Track Meet, 
sponsored by the Ft. Madison Lions Club, Ft. ·Madison Parks and Recreation Department and 
Hershey Track and Field Games, held Wednesday, May 8 at the Ft. Madison High School track. 

. For Allie Coates, Ellie Gerber, Helaina Hillyard, Rachael Kennedy, Ruthie Jahn and Olivia Moehle 
,·it was their first time competing in the event sponsored by Hershey's. Jagger Gourley has been in the 
_ ~vent before, and two years ago earned a free trip to Pennsylvania to compete in the national event for 
placing in the state final. 

· ' Most of the students found out about the meet from their P.E. teacher, Heather Anderson. "Usually 
· by the tim~ I find out about the meet, the registration deadline has passed, but this year the saving 
grace was, you could register that day at the meet. I got an email from JQhn Luna who was in charge of 
the event in Ft. Madison. I then announced it to the fourth, fifth and sixth grade classes and gave the 

.' information to the junior high girls' track coach," commented Anderson. 
"Mrs. Anderson told our whole class about the meet and how to register," remarked Ellie Gerber. 
Allie Coates added, "She handed out these· forms and you had to fill them out. Then last Wednesday, 

Cheryl Hillyard and Rachel Moehle took us girls down to the meet." _ •· 
For the girls, Rachael Kennedy competed in the 100-meter dash, 200-meter dash and the softball 

throw, Gerber ran in the 200, the 400, the 4x100 relay and the softball throw, Ruthie Jahn ran in the 
4x100 relay, the 200-meter dash and the softball throw, Allie Coates ran the 400, the 800 and was in 
the softball throw, Olivia Moehle was in the 4x1 00, the 100, the 200 and the softball throw and Helaina 
Hillyard was in the standing longjump, the 200, the 4x100 and the 100. 

Jagger Gourley won the 1001 the 200 and the standing long jump and will advance to state 
competition, Helaina Hillyard will advance in the standing long jump and the 400, the 4x100 relay 
(Jahn, Gerber, Hillyard, Moehle) will advance and Coates will go on in the 800 and Gerber in the 400. 
These individuals will ·compete in the state final to be held sometime this summer. 

"It was a lot of fun, and I would do it again," said Moehle. The others agreed. Good luck at the state 
meet. 
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lQ; 2. Forbes (LT) S-10; 4 . .McFarlano tnJ ...-.. .,, -· ------- ,-, __ - , . _ 
9. FOI5b:l' (M) s..o4 Loa& .Ju•p-1. Ril-ers (CJ) 20-00.50; 2. Van Siclde (LM) 19-01.25; 3. Ramirez (CJ) 19-00.25; 
t4."' Bielz(M) 18-08.25; 5. Brockway (W) 18-04.75; 6. Hootman (H) 18-02 Shot .Put-1. Adam (P) 47-01.00; 2. 
Stdlem. (M) 44-·10.00; 3. Holloway (M) 40-10; 4. Bond (P) 40-08; 5. Forbes (LT) 40-03; 6. Kessel (LM) 39-07 
Discas-1. Stellem (M) '149-07; 2. Bond (P) 141.03; 3. Adam (P) t 26-09; 4. Forbes (LT) 124-08.50; 5 . . O'Connor 
(LM) 112..02; 6. Shadle. (M) 120-01 .50 
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Mediapolis Places Four First And 
Second Places To Finish Second 
By Kim Scheitlin 

The Bullettes' tra,ck and field team totaled 132 points and finished second behind Pekin 
in the SEISC North Division Track Meet held at Columbus Junction on Monday, May 6. 
Mediapolis had four first-place and four second-place finishes for the night. 

Heidi Hillyard finished first in the 200-meter dash and anchored the winning 4x200 meter 
relay (Emily Allen, Alyssa Petersen, Tyffanie Kalina, Hillyar<l) and the 4x400 meter relay 
(Mikala Denney, Allen, Ashley Hedges, Hillyard). Savannah Keitzer was the champion in 
the long jump. Allen finished second in the 1 00-meter dash, Denney was second in the 
400-meter dash, Staley~was runner-up in the 400-meter hurdles, and the distance medley 
(Ashley Hedges, Chloe Siegle, Staley, Haley Thie) crossed the finish line in second-place. 

Team Besults; 1. Pekin, 161; 2. Mediapolis, 132; 3. ColUmbus, 90; 4. WMU, 69; 5. 
Highland, 61; 5. Lone Tree, 61; 7. L-M, 55; 8. Wapello, 50; 9. WACO, 37; 10. IMS, 20 

Bwdlli..100 Meter Dash-1. Flemr (LT) 12.61; 2. Allen (M) 13.07; 3. Adamson (H) 13.30; 4. Frier (WACO) 
13.35; 5. Arendt (P) 13.41; 6. Canady (LM) 13.48; 7. Kalina (M) 13.55 200 Meter Dash- I. Hillyard (M) 26.91; 2. 
Flemr (LT) 27.02; 3. Allen (M) 27.17; 4. Pretz (CJ) 27.77; 5. McClanahan (LM) 28.08; 6. Doehrmann (LT) 28.16 
400 Meter Dash- I. Doehrmann (LT) I :02.68; 2. Denney (M) I :04.40; 3. Blake (W) I :04.97; 4. Winn (P) I :05.00; 5. 
Tolle (P) I :05.19; 6. Chaney (CJ) I :05.49; 7. Johnson (M) 1: I 0.33 800 Meter Run-1. Horras (P) 2:31.02; 2. Marin 
(CJ) 2:32.22; 3. Earnest (P) 2:33.77; 4. Lampe (H) 2:34.32; 5. Ewart (W) 2:34.68; 6. Thie (M) 2:35.25 1500 Meter 
Run-1. Wright (P) 5:07.66; 2. Lock (P) 5:28.75; 3. Luttrull (LM) 5:30.93; 4. Thie (M) 5:31.15; 5. Banwart (M) 
5:32.36; 6. Schmieder (IMS) 5:33.39 3000 Meter Run- I. Luttrull (LM) .11 :28.58; 2. Lock (P) II :35.09; 3. Lock 
(P) 12:03.93; 4. Wehmeyer (LT) 12:07.03; 5. Banwart (M) 12:07.24; 6. Ewart (W) 13:12.82100 Meter Hurdles- I . 
Kingery (WMU) 15.59; 2. Reed (P) 16.04; 3. Davisson (CJ) 16.15; 4. Pretz (CJ) 16.65; 5.As. Hedges (M) 17.17; 6. 
Morgan (P) 17.81 400 Meter Hurdles-1. Crawford (WMU) 1:09.98; 2. Staley (M) 1:11.06; 3. Wright (P) 1:11.1 J; 
4. Wade (WMU) 1:13.55; 5. Mincks(CJ) 1:14.50; 6. Cooley (P) 1:15.98; 7. Dill (M) I :17.48 4xl00 Meter Relay- I. 
Columbus 50.98; 2. Lone Tree 53.51; 3. WMU 53.86; 4. Mediapolis (Woodruff, Kalina. Siegle, Peterse~' '- . . 02 
5. Pekin 54.28; 6. WACO 54.31 4x200 Meter Relay-1 . Mediapolis (Allen, Petersen, Kalina. Hillyard) I :~ .8 . 2 . 
Highland 1:52.36; 3. WMU 1:52.66; 4. L-M 1:56.66; 5. Pekin 1:57.51; 6. WACO 1:58.32 4x400 Meter -
Mediapolis (Denney, Allen, As. Hedges, Hillyard) 4:17.45; 2. Pekin 4:24.22; 3. Columbus 4:28.24; 4. . . ./ 
4:28.84; 5. Highland 4:43.87; 6. WMU 4:48.36 4x800 Meter Relay-1. Pekin 10:14.60; 2. Columbus 10:20.96; 
3. Wapello 11 :03.97; 4. Mediapolis (Latty, Buettell, Coates, Johnson) 11 :23.43; 5. L-M 11 :31.19; 6. Lone Tree 
12:03.88 Sprint Medley-1. Highland 1:57.70; 2. Columbus 1:58.83; 3. Mediapolis (Woodruff, Petersen, Siegle, 
Denney) 2:00.03; 4. Lone Tree 2:01.42; 5. Pekin 2:02.25; 6. Wapello 2:03.54 Distance Medley-I. Pekin 4:26.55; 2. 
Mediapolis (As. Hedges, Siegle, Staley, Thie) 4:36.57; 3. Columbus 4:38.78; 4. Wapello 4:39.05; 5. IMS 4:50.14; 
6. WAC0.4:55.37 Shuttle Hurdle Relay-1. WMU 1:07.31; 2. Columbus 1:10.98; 3. Pekin 1:15.46; 4. WACO 
1:20.00; 5. Mediapolis (Keitzer, AI. Hedges, Machholz, Kramer-Diewold) 1:22.89; 6. L-M 1:23.14 High Jump-
1. Dutton (H) 5-00; 2. Slabaugh (IMS) 4-1 0; 3. Keen (W) 4-1 0; 4. Skriver (WACO) 4-10; 5. Atwood (P) 4-06; 
6. Alt (LT) 4-04 Long Jump-1. Keitzer (M) 15-04.50; 2. Blake (W) 15-01.75; 3. Davisson (CJ) 14-11.75; 4. 
Chandler (CJ) 14-09.25; 5. Vazquez (H) 14-08.50; 6. Greene (WACO) 14-05.25; 9. Kalina (M) 13-06.50 Shot 
Put-1. Williams (P) 35-08.00; 2. Baker (P) 35-05.00; 3. Hargrave (LM) 32-08; 4. Krieger-Coen (WMU) 31-08; 5. 
Miller (H) 30-10; 6. Reynolds (LT) 30-01; 7. Machholz (M) 30-00; 9. As. Hedges (M) 29-01 Discus-1. Krieger­
Coen (WMU) 112-10; 2. Hargrave (LM) 108.07.50; 3. Hillyard (M) 106-01; 4. Fritchen (P) 101-10; 5. Baker (P) 
98-04.50; 6. Powers (H) 93-09; 14. Strawhacker (M) 72-09.50 

'~ 



Jamie Grimes named June 
Employee of the Month 

l 

I 

~ Pictured from (1-r) are: Don Lounsbury, Commissioner, Jason Hinson, Commissioner, Mau-
1 reen Hutchcroft, Chair Commissioner, Jamie Grimes, State Secretary and Employee of the 
f Month, Ron Snyder, Commissioner, Jeff Burgus, Commissioner, Bob Hinson, Asst. Commis-

sioner. r 
Burlington - Jamie Grimes, 

t of Burlington, was awarded 
5 the Iowa Department of Ag 

and Land Stewardship - Di­
vision of Soil Conservation's 
(IDALS-DSC) June Employee 
of the Month. Grimes has 
worked for the Des Moines 
and Louisa SWCD as a State 
Secretary for the Department 
for the last18 years. 

IDALS -DSC provides 
statewide leadership in the 
pr9tection and management 
of soil, water and mineral 
resources, in both rural and 
urban landscapes. This is ac­
complished through the many 
partnerships including the 
Natural Resources Conserva­
tiop. Service, the 100 Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts 

vate landowners. 
Grimes was nominated by 

Des Moines and Louisa Coun­
ty Soil and Water Conserva­
tion Districts. 

Some of the many accom­
plishments in 2012 are: 

- Processed 47 state cost 
share payments for Des 
Moines/Louisa County total­
ing $126,635.00 in state cost 
share programs. 

- Assisted both office in 

completing 44 conservation 
plans, seeding plans, and 
other paperwork related to en­
rolling acres into the Conser­
vation Reserve Program (CRP) 

Presentation of Grimes cer­
tificate was -given by Vince 
Sitzmann, Field Services Bu­
reau Chief, Matt McDonald 
Field Rep. and the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Con­
servation District Commis- . 
sioners. 
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AWARDS 
Presented at the Thursday Luncheon 

IOWA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARDS PROGRAM (ISCAP) 

Conservation Teacher of the Year 
Presenter: Angi Reid, Iowa Conservation Education Coalition 
Division I Winner: Nancy Carter, Mediapolis Community School, Mediapolis, Des Moines SWCD 
Nancy Carter is a teacher that incorporates conservation and actively involves students in all aspects of the learning 
process. In turn she garners enthusiasm from her students about conservation projects. She challenges students to think 
beyond themselves and think globally. Students are engaged in science and are taught the scientific method in 
problem solving. Issues are approached in a thoughtful manner, and the impact of conclusions can be properly 
evaluated. This involves many interactive and hands-on activities. The students soon begin to ask better questions. In 
each case, a solution must be evaluated for short and long term consequences and each student has individual 
strengths that can be brought to bear on the problem. Students can carry these lessons into adulthood and be 
thoughtful, well informed citizens who will work with others throughout life, making a positive impact on their family 
and community. 

Division II Winner: Kim Strunk, Davenport West High School, Davenport, St. Ambrose University, Davenport and Scott 
County Community College, Scott County, Scott SWCD 
Kim teaches 1Oth through 12th grade at Davenport West. He teaches Environmental Science, Invertebrate Zoology, 
Investigative Biology, Molecular Biology and Genetics. Kim teaches three other science courses where students earn 
college credits. Kim always seeks to build a conservation ethic in his students by assisting them to enjoy and 
appreciate the natural world of Iowa. Kim lived in Alaska for two years. For his students' benefit he is able to contrast 
the natural wonders of Alaska with the natural wonders of rich Iowa soil. Students are so well equipped and self­
confident that many can go out and talk to community leaders, representatives in business and government. Wherever 
possible, Kim takes students along when speaking publically, and frequently the students also speak as part of the 
program. Through numerous field trips, students have acquired the value of stewardship of the rural and urban 
environment. 

Conservation Farmers of the Year 
Presenter: Craig Hill, President, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation 
Recipient: Mike Sporrer, Dedham, Carroll SWCD 
Mike has been a no-till farmer since he was a high school junior and he rented 1 01 acres from his Dad. Anyone 
looking at Mike's fields can feel the wonderment of his success and the display of his ethic. Mike doesn't think it is 
anything special; he is just doing what needs to be done to protect soil, water and air. Mike has expanded no-till to 
all owned and rented land and has noticed an increase in organic matter, water infiltration, and crop yields. Much of 
the 900 acres of land farmed are rugged; 15°/o or more with steep slopes. Mike has worked to bring all soil loss 
levels at "T" or below. Mike combines no-till, contouring, terraces, waterways, field borders, and cover crops to 
achieve soil protection goals on his Corn-Corn-Soybean rotation. Mike strives to protect his land from ephemeral and 
gully erosion by maintaining the waterways and keeping everything seeded and shaped for drainage. Mike has 
installed water and sediment control basins where needed. Mike has side-dressed with nitrogen and used the fall 
nitrogen stalk test. He analyzes comparison field strips and applies variable rates with GPS technology. 

Woodland Owner of the Year 
Presenter: Aaron Lumley, Forestry Bureau Chief, Iowa Department on Natural Resources 
Recipient: Ron Berns, Monona, Allamakee SWCD 
Ron sets an excellent example for other woodland owners on the proper use of practical forestry. Ron carefully 
follows a written management plan for his 280 acres, a plan that he began in 1981, revised in 2005, 2007 and 
2010. Ron performs different timber stand improvements in different areas each year, always with the goal of 
owning a healthy and productive woodland. Ron has clear cut and harvested oak and maple, and then hand planted 
oak and walnut. Ron is a NEIFAC member, NE Iowa Woods Co-op member, master manager graduate, and he has 
uut 209 acres in the Forestry Legacy Program. 



AWARDS 

IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE WINDBREAK AWARDS 
Presenter: Tom Holm, lzaak Walton League National Director 

Farmstead Windbreak 
Recipient: Dennis and Kathy Venner, Arcadia, Carroll SWCD 
Dennis and Kathy planted their windbreak to protect the farmstead from winter winds and snow. This included their 
home, but also the machine shed, grain bins and of course, the cattle lots. The windbreak consists of five rows of 
Dogwood, Chokecherry, Red Cedar, Norway Spruce, and Concolor Fir. Livestock are not permitted in the windbreak 
area. Weeds are controlled with mulch and regular mowing. An ice storm in 2009-2010 damaged many trees. Dennis 
and Kathy have replaced plants where necessary, pruned and trimmed away broken limbs on others. 

Newly Established Farmstead Windbreak 
Recipient: Dean and Michelle Pudenz. Carroll, Carroll SWCD 
Dean and Michelle planted their windbreak to protect an existing grain bin on their property and plans for a future 
home. All deciduous and evergreens were planted from potted stock. A drip irrigation system was installed and used 
for the first two years and still is used in dry spells such as the fall of 2011 and summer of 201 2. All young trees 
were supported with bamboo stakes. In addition, a 40 foot strip of alfalfa was planted around the windbreak to 
help buffer stock from chemical drift from farm ground. Dean and Michelle use mowing, mulching and spot spraying 
to control weeds. No livestock are allowed near the windbreak area and they are constantly on the lookout for any 
threats to the trees and shrubs. 

Field Shelter-belt Windbreak 
Recipient: Rose and Greg Shine, Conrad, Grundy SWCD 
Rose and Greg noticed that not many farms in Grundy County have planted field windbreaks. They decided to do 
something about it. Their ground was marginal and susceptible to erosion. Quite possibly, the kids and grandkids ( 
might even benefit from a future cash crop. Regardless, the windbreak that was installed helps prevent soil from 
blowing away, helps keep the shallow water area between the windbreaks cleaner, and helps reduce the runoff into 
a nearby creek. For the first five years, Rose and Greg kept a 3' wide black strip spraying for weed control with 
roundup and has mowed between the rows. Occasional spot spraying is still needed. Rose and Greg trim and prune 
as necessary. They also planted filter strips along the creek and shallow water area to encourage wildlife. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE AWARD WINNERS! 

: The CDI and SSCC wish to thank the following individuals for helping to judge the awards: Darrell 
: Weems-COl, Alex Schmidt, Johnson SWCD, Rick Robinson-Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, Vince Sitzmann : 
: -DSC, Amy Kaleita-Forbs-ISU Extension, Laura Croweii-NRCS, and David Strom-DSC · 



AWARDS 
. . ................................................................ ................ ... .............. ...... . 

Acknowledgement of awards presented throughout 20 12. 

CDI Poster Contest State Winners 
DIVISION I (K- 1) : Grant Nelson, Dubuque SWCD, Region 4 
DIVISION II (2-3): Kody Noble, Sioux SWCD, Region 1 
DIVIS ION Ill (4-6): Bailey Hopkins, Union SWCD, Region 8 
DIVISION IV (7-9): Tara Tilstra, Sioux SWCD, Region 1 
DIVISION V ( 1 0-12): Amy Carlson, Des Moines SWCD, Region 9 

Poster Contest sponsored by: 

2012 Iowa Envirothon State Champions 
Marshalltown High School-Coach Susan Fritzell was accompanied by Pat Schlarbaum from Iowa DNR and her 
team of five students (Brennan Gooman, Molly Finn, Joseph Metzger, Abby Snyder, and Adam Willma n) to the 
Canon Envirothon competition at Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania. Marshalltown finished 
top overall for the Iowa Envirothon last ApriL out-scoring nearly 60 teams across Iowa at both regional and state 
competitions. The team finished 17th out of 54 in Pennsylvania, the best overall score for an Iowa team in the 
history of participation with the Canon Envirothon. 

CDI Scholarship Awards 
First Place ($1 ,800)--Adam Striegel 

Keokuk SWCD, Region 9 

Second Place ($1,200)--Rebecca Clay 

Plymouth SWCD, Region 1 

Third Place ($1 ,000)--Todd Manternach 

Jones SWCD, Region 4 

Other Regional Winners ($300): 

Tate Klocke, Calhoun SWCD, Region 2 

Jonathan Gardner, Howard SWCD, Region 3 

Alex Cohrs, Harrison SWCD, Region 5 

Madison Beeler, Madison SWCD, Region 6 

Dustin Lange, Linn SWCD, Region 7 

Ethan Stephens, Mills SWCD, Region 8 

Art and Lois Ralston Memoria l Winner ($1 00) 

ebecca Clay, Plymouth SWCD, Region 1 



........................................................................................................ . . . . 
~ Wednesday, September 5 (continued) ~ ............................ ............................................................................ 

5:00p.m. 

6:00p.m. 

6:30p.m. 

Waterfall/Atrium 
Exhibits and Social 

Benton Room 
Emcee: Kelly Tobin, SSCC Chair 
Awards Presentations 

Banquet 
Live Auction with Auctioneer, Eldon Troester 

...... ................................... .... .... .. ............... .. ...................... .............. . . . . 
~ Thursday, September 6 ~ ........................................................................................................ 

Dallas Room 
6:30 a.m. SWCD Chairs Meeting 

7:00a.m. 
Benton Room 
Breakfast 

Des Moines Room 
7:50 a.m. Announcements 

Silent Auction Ends 
8:00a.m. "Soil Health"- Ray Archuleta, Conservation Agronomist at the NRCS East National 

Technology Center, Greensboro, North Carolina 

9:30 a.m. "Nutrient Reduction Strategy"- Dr. Matt Helmers, ISU-Associate Professor and 
Extension Agricultural Engineer 

10:00 a.m. Break and Exhibits 

( 

10:30 a.m. "Preparing for the Future-Follow-up of Spring Regional Meetings"- Vince Sitzmann, 
IDALS-Division of Soil Conservation, Field Services Bureau Chief 

11:00 a.m. "Field Office of the Future"- Jon Hubbert, Acting State Conservationist for USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Benton Room 
Moderator: Jim Frederick, CDI President 

11:30 a.m. Awards 
Noon Lunch 
Wrap-up of this year's conference by Alex Schmidt, Johnson SWCD Commissioner 



2:50PM 

3:10PM 

5:00PM 

6:00PM 
6:30PM 

6:30AM 

7:00AM 

7:50AM 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 
9:30AM 

ll:OOAM 

ll:30AM 
Noon 

Wednesday 1 September 4 ccontinued> 

Atrium, Chambers Room, & Outdoors 
Break and Exhibits 

Polk, Des Moines, & Dallas Rooms 
Break Out Tracks Continue 

Atrium, Chambers Room, & Outdoors 
Exhibits and Social 

Benton Room 
Emcee: Jim Frederick, CDI President&:: Kelly Tobin, SSCC Chair 

Wyatt Kaldenberg 

Welcome by Wyatt Kaldenberg, Warren County SWCD Assistant Commissioner 
Awards Presentatioh 
Banquet 
live Auction with Auctioneer, Thomas Bradley and Scott Evans, B.E.S.T Auction Services 

Thursday, September 5 

Dallas Room 
Partnership RoundTable 

Benton Room 
Breakfast Buffet 

Des Moines Room 
Announcements 
Silent Auction Ends 

Lara Moody Tim Smith 

The Right Time for Nutrient Stewardship is Right Now 
Speaker-lara Moody, Director of Stewardship Programs, 
The Fertilizer Institute 
Break and Exhibits 
Farmer Panel Discussion 
Farmers~ Tim Smith, Bruce Rohwer,&:: Seth Watkins 
Soil Conservation: The Foundation for Climate Resilience 
Speaker-Jerry Hatfield, laboratory Director &:: 
Supervisory Plant Pathologist, USDA~ARS 

Benton Room 
Moderator: Jim Frederick, CDI President · 
Awards 
lunch 
Wrap~up of this year's conference by Jody Kerns, SSCC 

Bruce Rohwer 

Seth Watkins 

Jerry Hatfield 

( 
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AWARDS 

OUTSTANDING WATERSHED AWARD 
Presenter: Jim Frederick, CDI President 

Presented at the Wednesday Luncheon 

Recipient: Rathbun Lake Watershed~ Appanoose SWCD, Clarke SWCD, Decatur SWCD, 
Lucas SWCD, Monroe SWCD, &: Wayne SWCD 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Presenter: Kelly Tobin, SSCC Chair 

RECOGNITION OF LENDING INSTITUTIONS SUPPORTING CONSERVATION THROUGH SRF 
Presenter: Jane Larson, Iowa Finance Authority 
Lending Institution: Bank of Iowa, Clarinda 
Farmer: Brooke Turner 

Presented at the Wednesday Evening Banquet 

CDI POSTER CONTEST STATE WINNERS 
Division I (K--I): Solomon Zaugg, Des Moines SWCD, Region 9 
Division II (2--3): Katy Timmer, Sioux SWCD, Region I 
Division III ( 4--6): Brandon Roemeling, Sioux SWCD, Region I 
Division IV (7--9): MaiaJenkins, Lee SWCD, Region 9 
Division V (IO--I2): Clayton Olson, Delaware SWCD, Region 4 

Poster Contest sponsored by: 

2013 IOWA ENVIROTHON STATE CHAMPIONS 
Marshalltown High School represented Iowa at the 20I3 North American Envirothon 
Competition August 4~9 in Bozeman, Montana. Marshalltown High School's team of five Sean 
Finn, Adam Willman, Joe Metzger, Wynn Tan, &: Abby Snyder were accompanied by Teacher 
and Coach Susan Fritzell &: Her Husband Peter Fritzell. The team finished 11th out of 57, the best 
overall score for an Iowa Envirothon T earn in the history of Iowa's participation with the Enviro~ 
than Competition! Marshalltown High School outscored nearly 60 teams across Iowa at both 
regional and state competitions! 
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In Memoriam 
As the night follows day, there is a time of passing for each of us. During this past year, that time 

came for many who shared our love for stewardship of the land. Each in their own way gave us some, 
thing of themselves. Each in their own way enriched our lives and our land. Our ranks are diminished 

by their passing, but their accomplishments as stewards will abide with us forever. 

Ronald Brownlee, Adair SWCD 
Francis Ballou, Audubon SWCD 

Virgil Clemsen, Audubon, SWCD 
Paul Anderson, Benton SWCD 
Gary Johnson, Calhoun SWCD 

Buford Flay, Cerro Gordo SWCD 
Eldon Wiese, Clinton SWCD 

Gerald Forsythe, Davis SWCD 
Don Herteen, Davis SWCD 

Jerry Rattenborg, Delaware SWCD 
Jack Jacobs, Des Moines SWCD 

Eleanor Johnston, Dubuque SWCD 
James Steward, Fayette SWCD 
Donald Koch, Franklin SWCD 
Harold Dodd, Franklin SWCD 

Robert McClure, Hancock SWCD 
Darrell Mullin, Henry SWCD 

James Kallevang, Howard SWCD 
Jim Gevock,Jefferson SWCD 

Mary Somerville, Johnson SWCD 
H. Everett Russell, Jones SWCD 

Larry Beeler, Madison SWCD 
Judy Peterson, Monona SWCD 
Albert Tangie, Monroe SWCD 

Patricia Findley, Monroe SWCD 
Keith Elliot, Taylor SWCD 

Dean Black, Wapello SWCD 
Susan Rippey, West Pott. SWCD 



MANY THANKS TO: 
Our Sponsors: 

*Iowa's Soil and Water Conservation Districts & Commissioners 
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~.·s' ~ . ~ 
~~JP 

Sheraton 
HOTELS & RESORTS 

Agr~rl Draift 
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The Conference 
Planning Committee: 

*Conservation Districts of lo\Va Board & Staff 
*State Soil Conservation Committee 

*lo\Va Department of Agriculture and Land 
Ste\Vardship , Division of Soil Conservation 

*Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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Cover Crops Planted in the Geode Watershed 
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June 5, 2013 

DrewDeLang 
Des Moines County SWCD 
3625 Flint Ridge Dr. 
Burlington, lA 52601 

Dear Drew, 

Thank you for your generous sponsorship of Practical Farmers of Iowa's Field Days! PFI Field 
Days are often remembered not only for the valuable information shared, but for the connections 
made. You are making our exciting upcoming Field Day season possible! 

In addition to expressing our thanks, this letter is your receipt for income tax purposes for your 
contribution of$150.00. Practical Farmers of Iowa is a tax-exempt 501(c) (3) educational 
organization (tax ID # 42-1255174). Because we have not provided you with "substantial goods 
or services," the full amount of your contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

Enclosed you will find a complimentary copy of PFI' s 2013 Field Day Guide. We hope you will 
be able to get to several of the PFI Field Days; we know you won't be disappointed! 

Warm regards, 

~-
Teresa Opheim 
Executive Director 

P.S. We will recognize your gift as being from "Des Moines County SWCD" If you prefer 
otherwise, please let me know. 

600 fifth Street, Suite 1 00 I Ames, I A 5 001 0-60 71 ( P) 515.23 2.5 661 I (f) 515.23 2.564 9 www. p ra cti ca If arm ers. org I i nfo@pra ctica If a rmers. o rg 
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Leaders Information 

State Retreat 

The 2013 Iowa 4-B Volunteer Retreat will be held on 
February 8-9, 2013 in Ankeny. Open to staff, volun­
teers, and members who are Intermediate or Senior 
age, who are involved in the leadership of 4-H at pro­
ject, club, or county programs. The registration fee 
includes retreat expenses, snacks on Friday evening 
and during registration on Saturday, lunch on Satur­
day, and beverages both days. For more info or to reg­
ister, please go to this link: http:// 
\.V\-Vw.extension.iastate.edu/ 4h/volunteer 

4-H is FUN Conference 

Looking for an opportunity to network with 4-H vol­
unteers from around Southeast Iowa? Join us for 
the third annual 4-H is Fun Conference! On Febru­
ary 23, 2013 meet everyone at Indian Hills Communi­
ty College on the Ottumwa Campus for a day packed 
with information, sharing and fun! Sessions will in­
clude information about Clover I<ids, Club Dynamics, 
Communication Projects, and Niotivating Youth as 
well as group sessions on science and fun activities. 
Registration begins at 9 am and the day concludes with 
Joor prizes at 3:15pm. Cost is $10 per person and 
includes lunch. Conference registration and session 
descriptions will be available at: 
http: I 1\.vww.extension.iastate.edu/jefferson/ 4h 

New Leaders Training 

Multi region new volunteer training is designed for 
new 4-H volunteers, both leaders and assistants. Vol­
unteers are required to attend a multi-region new vol­
unteer training within the first 12 months of being 
screened and approved as a 4-H volunteer. 

The 6 hour training is designed to give new volunteers 
a better \.vorking knowledge of positive youth develop­
ment, the Iowa 4-H Equation, and tools that will help 
them be more confident and capable in their roles 
working with youth. Volunteers who attend receive a 
notebook of positive youth development resources 
and information and lunch. There is no cost for the 
training and we are offering one right here in Des 
Nioines County. It will be held March 23 at the Me­
diapolis City Hall. This event is open to both new 
~nd existing volunteers. 

------

2013 Soil & Water Conservation Poster 
Contest Information 

THEME: Where Does Your Water Shed 

Divisions for k-1, 2-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12 

CRITERIA The posters will be judged on the entry's 
conse1-vation message (50°/o), visual effectiveness 
(30°/o), originality (10°/ o) and universal appeal (10°/o) . 

Rules for your poster: 

The title "Where Does Your Water Shed" must be 
on the poster and must be made on regular poster pa­
per, size 8.5" x 11" up to 22" x 28" ONLY. 

Any medium can be used such as paint, magic marker, 
pencil, cut and paste, crayon or whatever inspires the 
student. No three-dimensional effects please. Each 
poster must have a completed, legible entry form at­
tached to the back of the poster WITH A PARENT 
SIGNATURE. Posters without a parent signature 
will not be considered. Posters should remain flat 
when submitted for judging Each poster will be created 
and constructed by the competing student. 

The local first place winner from each division will be 
submitted for regional competition. The regional first 
place \.vinner from each division will be submitted for 
state competition. The five state winning posters will 
be submitted to national competition. 

AWARDS: Locally, for each division, 1st place - $25; 
2nd place- $20, 3rd place- $15, and honorable mention 
-Pizza Hut personal pan pizza gift certificate Regional­
ly, one winner from each division, $35 State, one win­
ner from each division, $50 

DEADLINE: :Niarch 29,2013 

Please deliver completed posters to: 

Des Moines County Soil & Water Conse1-vation District 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, IA 52601 

Questions, callJamie at319-753-6221 
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Plan it Dig it Show it 
Are you interested in gardening? Have you ever won­
dered what it would take? Have you considered taking 
flower or vegetables to the county fair as an exhibit? 

Get ready for a Des :Nioines County Fair Horticulture 
project by coming to five two hour workshops Febru­
ary thru July. Each session will give you information 
on how to plant Vegetables and Flowers, take care of 
them and getting your project ready for fair. Classes to 
be held on SCC Campus Greenhouse 9AM- 11ANI 
on the following dates. Please call the DMC Office 
319-394-9433 to register for these FREE workshops. 
You can attend just one or all! These sessions are 
open to the public, but aimed at 4-12 grade youth and 
their parents. The sessions are available to the first 25 
who call and register. Please register by the \Vednes­
day prior to the Saturday morning session. 

February 9, 2013: 

I think I want to plant a Garden? 

\Vhy? \Vhere? What? When? Logging plans for fair! 

Planning a garden! 

Soil test, Seed selection, Plant selection, pH 

March 16, 2013: 

Seeding starting inside 

How? When? Co-op production, Bring Seeds 

April 27, 2013: 

Getting ready to plant! 

Test results, Composting material, . Tilling, Direct seed­
ing, Hardening off- temperature and wind 

May 11, 2013: 

Ready Set Plant! 

Planning direct, Transplanting, Weeding and mulch­
ing, Harvesting, What can I do with all this food? 

July 13, 2013: Presentation for the Fair 

Following the book's instruction 

Presentation to show your produce or flowers 

Food Safety and Quality Assurance 
Training- Important Information! 

( 
FSQA is required for exhibitors wanting to show ani­
mals at the Des :Nioines County fair in the following 
breeds: Beef, Sheep, Swine, Dairy Cattle, Goats, Poul­
try, Rabbits, Bucket Bottle Calf, Bottle Lamb and Bot­
tle K..id Goat. The training will be held on Monday 
March 18, 6:00- 8:00 PM, at SCC. 

TESTING OUT: FSQA is an umbrella certification 
program, meaning one program or test covers all ani­
mals you will be exhibiting. The test has been revised to 
make it more species generic. There is a 4-H member 
study book for $2.50 and you only need 1 book per 
family. If you already have a book you don't need a new 
one. 

---- Jr. members ( 4,5,6) must go through the class 
each year 

---- Int. members (7 & 8) can choose to go through 
the class each year or take and pass a test, which certi­
fies them until they are in 9th grade. 

---- Sr. members (9, 10, 11 &12) can choose to go 
through the class each year or take and pass a tes ~ 

which certifies them through graduation \ 

The test consists of 30 multiple choice questions over 
various topics pertaining to Food Safety and Quality 
Assurance in the raising of market animals. You are 
allowed to take the test 3 times in one day until you 
pass. Please call the Extension office 24 hours ahead of 
when you want to come and test. Hours for testing will 
be 8:00AM - 4:00 P:NI Monday through Friday. 

A 4-H livestock exhibitor in Des Moines County 
must be FSQA trained or tested out by May 15. 

Future Dates to Remember 

Please mark your calendars. 

FSQA Training- :Niarch 18, 2013 

Swine weigh in- April13, 2013 

Sheep "\Veigh in - May 11, 2013 

Animal Identification Forms Due-:Niay 15, 2013 
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Grimes, Jamie- NRCS-ST, Burlington, lA 

From: 
.ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

FYI 

Ensminger, Doug - NRCS, Mt Pleasant, lA 
Friday, August 08, 2014 1:48 PM 
Shelman, Barb - NRCS-ST, Mt Pleasant, lA; Grimes, Jamie - NRCS-ST, Burlington, lA 
FW: thanks 

From: Trautman, Bruce [DNR] [mailto:Bruce.Trautman@dnr.iowa.qov] 
Sent: Friday, August 08, 2014 8:43 AM 
To: Ensminger, Doug - NRCS, Mt Pleasant, lA 
Cc: Larscheid, Joe [DNR]; Myers, Kelley [DNR]; Gipp, Chuck [DNR]; Fynaardt, Karen [DNR]; Gillespie, Jim [IDALS] 
Subject: thanks 

Please pass a thank you to you, staff and the commissioners for the engineering work you've done and are doing at 
Lake Geode. I'll make sure the group gets credit for the significant contribution to this project! The NRC will be 
reviewing the construction contract at their next meeting. Thanks again, Bruce 

BRUCE TRAUTMAN Deputy Director 

Iowa Department of Natura l Resources 

515 .281.5742 I bruce.trautman@dnr.iowa.gov 
502 E. 9th St reet I Des Moines, lA 50319-0034 

WWW.IOWADNR.GOV n ~. mJ 
{ 'eading Iowans in Caring for Our Natural Resources. 

1 
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· Cover Crop Manage111.ent 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2013 
4:00-6:00 PM 

Southeastern Community College 
1500 West Agency Road, West Burlington 

• Hosts Adam Raub, Ag instructor, and Chuck Albright, 
SCC Ag Director 

• Tim Knutson and Jim Pilling, area farmers who are 
using cover crops on their farms 

• Jason Steele, NRCS soil scientist 

• Enjoy a complimentary supper, prepared by the 
Des Moines County Cattlemen's Association 

For more infomation: 
Drew DeLang (District Conservationist): 319.753.6221 
Liz Juchems (ILF): 515.294.5429 
www.extension.iastate.edu/ilf 
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WILDLIFE 

I I IOO WILDLIFE CENTER DRIVE 
RESTON, VA 20I90-s362 

1-800-822-99 19 
www.n wf.org 

©Dempsey Essick/Art Licensing lnt'l. 

Populations of mig ratory songbirds are plunging due to threats such as climate change, 
oil development and habitat loss. According to the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN), 12 percent of birds worldwide are known to be threatened or extinct. 

To find out more about National Wildlife Federation's work protecting our nation's 
treasured birds from the many obstacles they face, visit www.nwf.org/wildlife 
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\ 
Ms. Grimes, 

My name is Rhiannon de Ja Rosa, and I am graduating from Burlington Corrnnunity High School 

on May 29, 2016. I recently received the Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District 

scholarslllp through my school I wanted to personally thank you for the money that will help me in 

achieving my goals of pursuing a major in Horticulture, Landscape, and Turf Sciences at the University 

of Arkansas. 

Thank you very much, 

:f(M-1:,o?V 
~ 

Rhiannon de ]a Rosa 
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Two commissioners 

1 needed f~r soil, water 
district 

The terms of.two Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Con'servation District 
Commissioners will be on the 
ballot for the 2002 general 
election. The terms of Frank 
Hedges, Huron Township, and 
Jeff ~ergman, Unien Township 
will expire on Jan. 2 ' 

·Any · qualified elector 

residing in the soi.J and water . 
conservation district, which is all 
0~~es Moines County incJuding 
Cities and towns, is eligible for 
the office of commissioner. No 
more than one commission·er 
may 'be a resident of any one 
township. Incumbent 

(c.on'ton pg. 15) 

' 

Two DMC Soil & Water Conservation 
Commissioners to be elected 

The terms of two Des Moines County Soil and Water Conserva 
tion District Commissioners will be on the ballot for the 2002 gen 
eral election. The terms of Frank Hedges, Huron Township, and JeJ 
Bergman, Union Township, will expire on Jan. 2, 2003. . 

Any qualified elector residing in the soil and water conservatto . 
district, which is all of Des Moines County including cities and towns, 
is eligible for the office of Commissioner. No more than one com­
missioner may be a resident of any one township. Incumbent com­
missioners are Todd Heckenberg, Benton Township; Don Lounsbury, 
Pleasant Grove Township; and Ron Snyder, Burlington Township; 
therefore, residents of these townships would not be eligible for of-

. fice at this time. 
Prospective candidates seeking the office of soil and water con­

servation district commissioner must file nomination petitions in the 
same manner as for other elective positions at the general election, 
except that no political party is designated. Nomination petitions 
can be obtained from the County Auditor. 

These petitions, signed by 25 eligible electors, must be filed with 
the County Auditor at the Des Moines County Courthouse no later 
than 5 p.m. on Aug. 28, 2002. 

Soil and water conservation district commissioners serve without 
salary and guide the overall soil and water conservation program in 
the county. For further information pertaining to the responsibilities 
of a commissioner, contact Des Moines County Soil and Water Con­
servation District office, 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington or call 
319-753-6221. . 

. . 
• "'1 
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New 
Land 

London Couple Wins 
Stewardship A ward 

Doug and Melanie Stucker of New London were recently 
given the Gary Wagner Land Stewardship Award, presented 
annually to individuals demonstrating a personal commitment 
to protecting and enhancing Des Moines County's natural 
environment. The Stuckers have planted wildlife food plots, 
native grasses and trees, filter strips, and riparian buffers on 
their land. They are planning a wetland restoration, and want 
to make their farm into a model for conservation education. 

The Wagner Award comes with $250, to be used for 
conservation projects. The award is presented by the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District, the 
Conservation Board, and Partners for Conservation. 

Thacker receives 
·conservation 
scholarship 

Clayton Thacker of Oakville 
has been chosen as the recipient 
of an annual scholarship spon­
so~ed by the Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis­
trict in coJ\iunction with the Con­
servation Districts of Iowa and 

CDI Auxiliary. He is the so 
Rick and Debra Thacker. 

• 

• 

• ........... ...... ......... ..... , ......... . 
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This is Soil & Water Stewardship Week 
"The Living Soil" is the theme of 2004 Soil & Water Stewardship1 

week. While most of us seldom come in daily contact with soil, w~i 
all depend on soil for our daily survival, according to organizers of ' 
the 2004 Soil and Water Stewardship Week observance, set for ApitJ11 

25-May 2. "In generation after generation, it is important to brin'g'" 
atten,tion back to the central theme- the living soil sustains all life on. 
earth," said Don Lounsbury, chairper~on of the Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. "Without the soil, nothing lives. 
Our conservation district works to protect healthy souls that in tum 
support a healthy environment, and healthy environments support 
life," he added. nt) 

Modem farmers who practice soil conservation are doing their parr 1 

to keep the living soil alive. Lessons from the past, such as the 
catastrophic "dust bowl" of the 1930s, have shown what can happen ' 
when the topsoil is not protected from wind ~nd water erosion. Toda§:T 
private land managers employ a host of conservation practices, such 
as minimum tillage, to protect the topsoil that feeds the nation. 

Soil health becomes important when you learn that millions of' i 
beneficial organisms are going through their daily routine of eating; 
breathing, living, and dying in the soil. One cup of fertile soil maiy· 
contain as many bacteria as there are people on Earth. In one acre- art-' 

area about the size of a football field- there may be a ton or more of­
microscopic bacteria. That's equal to the weight of two full-grown 
cows! 1, 

We eat the food, drink the water, breathe the air, and enjoy th~ 1 

views, but only a few of us walk the fields and forests on a regula:r 
basis and understand what those lands need from us in order to sustain • 
the living soil. However, the local district has suggested three things 
each of us can do in our own backyards to be better stewards of out 
soil resources: . 

1. Protect the soil from wind or water erosion by keeping healthy 
plants growing on the surface. 

2. Restore and maintain organic matt~r in the soil, such as grass 
clippings or tree leaves (compost). 

3. Protect soil life by using the least amounts and least toxic 
materials to control pest problems. 

4. To learn more ~bout how you can help sustain the living soil! 
contact the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District at 319-753-6221. ' 
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The terms of four Des Mounes County Soil and 'Water Conserva­
tion Distri<;t Commissioners will be on the ballot for the 2004 general ' 
election·. The teims of Todd Heckenberg, Benton Township; Don , 
Lounsbury,,Pleasant Grove Township; and Ron Sryyder;· Burlington, 
will expire on January 3, 2005. The term of Bob Hinson, Tama Town- ~ 
ship, will expire on November 2, 2004. 

. Any qualified elector residing in the soil and water conservation 
district, which is all o( Des Moines County including cities and towns, ~ 
is eligible for the office of Commissioner. No more than one commis­
sioner rpay •be 'a resident of any one township. Incumbent commis-

, sioner is· Maureen Fosdick, Franklin Township; therefore, residents 
of Fran}din -Township would not be eligible for office .at tll.fs time. 

Prospective candidates seeking the office of soil and water conser- , 
vation district commissioner must file nomination petitions in the same , 
manner as for ot~er elective positions at the general election, except J 

that no political party is designated. Nomination petitions can be ob- ' 
. tained from the County Auditor. .. 

These petitions, signed by 25 eligible electors, must be filed with 
' the County Auditor at the Des Moines County Courthouse· no later 
than 5 p.m. on A~~ust 2?, 2004. , . 

Soil and .water conservation district commissioners serve withovt ' 
salary and guide the overall soil and water conservation program in 
the county. For further information pertaining to the responsibilities 
of a commissioner, contact Des Moines County Soil and Water Con­
servation District office, 3625 Flint Ridge Drive,, Burlington, or call 
319-753-'6221. '• ,.' . 

Poster ·contest winners· announced 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District is 

pleased tp announce the following winners of their annual Soil and 
Water Conservation Pos~er ·contest. · · · 

Winners are: Division 1 (K-Ist grades)- 1st. Madeline Bozman, 
· Notr.e Dante,- 2nd Isabella Van Harz, Sunnyside, 3rd Tyler Rogers, 
Mediapolis; Div.ision 2 (2nd/3rd grades) 1st Nicholas Anderson, Me­
diapolis, 2rid Jared Schmidgall, Mediapolis: 3r'dAndrew Poggemiller, 
Mediapolis; Division 3 (4th-6th graders)- 1st Shannon Sisco, Medi­
apolis, 2nd Andrew Osborn, North Hill, 3rd Courtney Pohren, North 
Hill; Division 4 (7th-9th grades) - 1st Michael Fosdick, Mediapolis; 

Beekeeping '& Pollinator 
Habitat Landowner 
Workshop March 2 

~·and Division 5 (10th-12th grades) 1st Jayson ·Calvin, Crusade Sehool. 
This year's theme was "The Living.Soil." Judging criteria included 

conservation message; visual effectiveness and universal appeal. First 
place-winners have byen sent on for regional competition: 

'' For:~nformation;apqqt' the,anil'ual coriservatiqii p'oste(contdt~' please 
contacrthe Des Moine.s:'Co~nty SWCQ at '31,9-753.~6221 . .. 

omen, Land And Legacy Tour Announced 
The Des Moines/Louisa County Women, Land and Legacy 

(WLL) Team is hosting a tour of Odessa Vineyards Wednesday, 
June 24, from 2-4 p.m. The tour will include history of the vine­
yard and the process of making wine. The vineyard is located at 
10448 77th Street, Wapello. 

The Des Moines/Louisa County WLL began with two lis­
tening sessions in October 2014. During these sessions, local 
women shared with the team topics of concern and interest for 
future learning sessions. WLL is locally led and is based on the 
interest and requests of women in the two counties. Topics for 
learning sessions in 2015 and the future will be based on what 
the team has heard and will continue to hear frotn local women . 
that participate in WLL. 

An informational Savings Bank. 
meeting on beekeeping For more information, 
and pollinator habitat contact Erica Yost at (319) 
will be held Thursday, 217-3204oreyost@pheas­
March 2, 2017, 6:00pm, antsforever.org. 

, at the Starr's Cave Na-
, ture Center Loft, 11627 I 
:Starr's Cave Park Road, 
Burlington. 

Topics tp be covered 
include how to start bee­
keeping, beekeeping ba­
sics, pollinator habitat, 
and cost-share opportu­
nities. Additionally, there 
will be a Q&A segment 
with local beekeepers and 
pollinator habitat profes­
sionals. 

Door . prizes will be 
awarded. 

As part of a federal 
& state grant; all par-
ticipants are eligible for 
a free pollinator tree & 
shrub seedling packet. 

Refreshments will be 
provided by Mediapolis 

• 

• 

The tour is free to attend. If having questions regarding the 
tour or Women, Land and Legacy, email Jamie Grimes at Jamie. 
grimes@ia.nacdnet.net or call319-523-6411, Ext. 3, for Louisa 
County and 319-7 5 3-6221, Ext. 3, for Des Moines County. ., ' . 

• 

. ,... ........ -..... ,...~ 
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Des Moines County Soil & , 

Water Conservation District 
.. 

Medi~polis te~cher 

chosen as SWCD . 
teacher of the year 
The Des Moines County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 
has chosen Mediapolis High 
School teacher Ralph Kaufman 
as the local_ winner in Division 
2 of the 2004 Iowa S0il Conser­
vation Awards Program. 

The purpose of the award is 
to recognize public or parochial 
scho?l teachers who are per­
formmg outstanding service in 
creating public awareness of the 
need to safeguard out heritage of 
n~t~r~l and human resources. 
~IVISion 2 consists of teachers . 
m grades 7 through 12. 

life. He involves his students in 
every aspect of conservation ac­
tivi~ies which, in turn, creates a 
lastmg impression that will ben­
e.fit natural resources for genera­
tions to come. 

Mr. Kaufman's application 
~as ?een forwarded for state 
JUdgmg. Judging at the state and 
l?cal level consists of the effec· 
tlveness of the teacher_to (1) creJ 
ate a favorable climate for con I 
servation education in the class 
room; ~2) organize conservatior 
field tnps_that are meaningful tc 
students; (3) create an awarenes~ 
of conservation and environ 
mental problems at the local 
stat~ and national levels: and ( 4 
motivate students to promote 
conservation of natural and hu 
man resources. 

For more information about 
the awards progr:am, please con­
tact SWCD at 319-753-6221. 

Send your news items by e-mail to ~~ 
dmcn@lisco.com 

!he SWCD chose Ralph as 
their local winner because of his 
dedication to the environment 
not only through teaching bu~ 
also as an example through daily 

Be sure to include name . 

a)\ well as : Conservation 
district selling 
plants, bulbs 

to appear 

-Corman receives Gary 
Wagner Memorial award 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District, with 
the assistance_ of the Des Moines County Conservation Board and 
partners for Conservation Foundation, is happy to announce that , 
Wayne Corman of Sperry has been chosen as the recipient of the 
annual Gary Wagner Land Stewardship award. 

The Hawk Eye 

Des Moines County Soil and 
Wat;er Conservation District is 
sellmg l~ndscaping plants, 
bul?s and flower kits this 
sprmg. Wayne is a conscientious farmer who not only utilizes wise farm-

ing practices such as tillage and residue management but also imple­
ments strong conservation ethics when it comes to the non-cropped 
areas of his farm. Through his hard work, the land will be left in 
better shape for future generations. 

Wayne will .receive a $250 cash award to be used for a conserva-
tion or enhancement project and a plaque recogni~ing his efforts. 
These will be presented at a later date. 

Family and friends of Gary Wagner, to honor his memory and rec-
ognize his personal conservation efforts and to encourage others to 
follow his example, developed the Gary Wagner Land Stewardship 
award. The award is given to individuals demonstrating a personal 
commitment to the protection and enhancement of Des Moines 

County's natural environment. 
To be eligible for the award, a nominee must own property iri Des 

Moines County, show long-term dedication and commitment to con­
servation and environment in the areas of wetlands, woodlands, wild­
life, prairies, conservation awareness/education, and farming prac­
tices, and show commitment to conservation/environment through 
personal accomplishments, not professional work. 

For more information about the nomination process please call the 
Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District at 319-

753-6221. \ 

. Pr?c~eds will go toward the 
d_istrict s scholarship and educa­
tional programs. 

There are 18 annual and 
perennial plants and bulbs to 
choo.se from including lilies; 
blazmg stars, everbearing 
strawberries, buttercups and or­
chids. Each package of bulbs 
costs $5. 

Every plant and bulb is guar­
anteed to bloom or it will be re­
placed for free. 

To place an order, contact 
:your local commissioner or stop 
~the S~CD office at 3625 Flint 
Ridge Dnve. Money is due when 
the order is placed. 

For more information call 
Jamie at (319) 753-6221. ' 
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Local landowners chosen 
for conservation awards 
~e Des Moines County Soil Randy Higdon, Danville, and 

and Water Conservation District Wayne Wasson, West 
selected four local landowners Burlington, were selected as 
as District winners for the annual winners in Division II. This di-
Iowa Soil Conservation Awards vision is for tenant operated 

· Program and Woodland Owner farms on which the best conser-
of the Year. vation program has been estab-

The Iowa Soil Conservation lished and maintained by the ten-
Awards Program is co-spon- ant and the landlord. 
sored by the Iowa _State Soil William Walker, Mediapolis, 
Conservation Committee and was selected as the winner in 
Conservation Districts of Iowa Division I. This division is for 
(CDI) and consists of three Di-

C:o nt'd nn noo~ 7 .,;~;nwc 

... Landowner .. conservation awards 
Cont'd from page 1 ' r 2 

-owner-operated farms which the sored by the Forestry Division • •• 
owner-operator has established of the Iowa DNR and conserva- •• 

tion Districts of Iowa, is de-
: . 

and maintained the most com- ... •• plete conservation program. signed to recognize individuals I~ 
who are doing an outstanding , • r Additionally, the District • chose Dennis Peterson, job of woodland management. • • Mediapolis, as a local winner of For more information on the • • 1 

the Woodland Owner of the Year awards program, please call the •• r :· award. This award, co-spon- SWCD at 753-6221. • 
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Sunday • November 25, 2007 

Conservation 
efforts will be 
saluted this week 
State, local programs 
avaiable to farmers . ' city residents. 

The Hawk Eye 

share incentives to private laj 
d~sers to stop erosion· b 1il 
soil productivity; impro~e 
ter quality in streams rive· 
an? lakes; enhance pl~t J 
anim~l habitat; and insta 

S il d 
uT practices to improve air quali~ 

0 an n ater Conservation 
Week is being observed this I?wa's farmers bring conse 
week throughout the state. vation to the land using terra~ 

F systems, grassed waterwa 
or ~ore ~han 60 years, con- red~ced tillage and no-till, co:m 

;:::...:.--......;::;;~-_:_.----------.......;;~=----.-lo servation districts have been tounng, buffer strips and fiei 
MEDIAPOLIS TEACHER wor~g with private Iandusers bord~rs, crop rotations, nati to Implement conservation seedings and other conservin 

CHOSEN TEACHER OF THE YEAR measures onworking lands. practices. 
Iowa's soil and water conser- U b "d t" di r an resi ents are joinin 

projects ranging from helping a Ion . stricts, the soil conser- the effort with rain garden! 
The Des Moines County 

Soil and Water Conservation 
District has chosen Mediapo­
lis School teacher Mrs. 
Nancy Carter as the local 
winner in Division 1 of the 
2007 Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program. 

. d ld . h ation division within the Iowa storm wa.ter control, and SO'. 

a thir wor country w1t wa- epartment of Agriculture and I 

ter purification to participat- and Stewardshi"p and the cons~rvation methods in ne housmg construction. 
· . - a result of these contin ing in a variety of competi- SDA's Natural Resources As 

tions. o~ervation Service work col- ffi , . . ctively and share officeS in mg e orts, Iowans are enjoyin 
Mrs. Carters apphcatwn very county. an ~nhanced environment an 

was forw!ifded for state judg- Conservation districts . an unproved quality oflife. 
ing. Judging at the state and ~onjunction with their ~ta~ For more infomation conta 
local level consists of the ef- nd .federal partners, offier the.Lee ~il and Water' Conse 

The purpose of the award 
is to recognize public or pa­
rochial school teachers who 
are performing outstanding 
service in creating public 

hni al vation District, 507 Elm St. 
fectiveness of the teacher to \ c c assistance and cost- Donnellson, at (319) 835-5313. 

create a favorable climate for r====----~-----------..:.:.:J 

awareness of the need to 
safeguard our heritage of 
natural and human resources. 
Division 1 consists of teach­
ers in grades K through 6. 

The SWCD chose Mrs. 
Carter as their local winner 
because of her dedication to 
the environment - both 
through teaching by striving 
to gain additional knowledge 
of conservation topics and 
personally by researching 
conservation methods for the 
family farm. Mrs. Carter gets 
her students excited , about 
conservation through various 

conservation education in the 
classroom, organize conserva­
tion field trips that are mean­
ingful to students, create an 
awarenes-s of conservation 
and environmental problems 
at the local, state and national 
levels, and motivate students 
to promote conservation of 
natural and human resources. 

The SWCD was recently in­
formed that the state teacher 
winner was selected from 
Clayton County. 

For more information about 
the awards program, please 
contact the SWCD at 319-

753-6221. 

conservation district 
otters scholarship I 

Des Moines County ~il. an.d 
Water Conservation District lS 

offering a scholarship to ~local 
high school senior w~o ~pur-
sue a college education m any 
field of agriculture or natural 
resources. Application packets B:re 
available at high school gmd­
ance counselor offices or b~ 
calling Des Moines Co~ty B?il 
and Warer Conservation Dis-

1 - trict at (319) 753-6221. 
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-
and Hospice. un::c::u, .u. ... ..,~ - -

Center, a 125-bed long-term care erated farms, while Nancy 
facility, named Candie Decker Dmm, Burlington and Larry's 
its 2003 employee of the year. Farm Supply, Burlington, were se­
Decker, Fort Madison,• has been a lected for tenant-operated farms. 
licensed practical nurse at the Darla Chaddock, Yarmouth, 
center since 2002. won in the category for landown-

+ + + ers who became new district coop-
Several technicians at Deery erators after Jan. 1, 2003. Clif. 

ll~os. in West Burlington were ford Hinson, Kingston, was 
recog-.aized by General Motors named the local woodland owner 
Mark of Excellence Guild for cus- of the year. For more information, 
torner service and product knowl- call (319) 753-6221. 
edge, including Jell Black· + + + 
~' Dave McPartlin, JOel Madison, Wis.-based Alliant 
Proenueke, Jay Waterman Energy has been ranked the 18th 
ano. Jeremiah Walker. Shop best place to work by Computer­
foreman Tim HeiDiger was rec- world, a weekly trade magazine 
0gnized for service administra- for IT _professionals. The article 
tion. , can be viewed at www.computer-

+ + + world.com/careertopics/careers/r 
J}a:l Kuapp, investment rep- eport. 

re.:Sentative at Edward Jones, 
3211 Division St., Ste. 2, recently 
was honored for 10 years of serv­
h:e ·with the firm at the summer 
rc·gional meeting in Wisconsin. 

••• 

... ' 

A new cell tower near Oakville 
has been e:rected by iWrreless, in 
partnership with Danville-based 
f',outheast Wireless. iWireless is 
baF.Jed in Urbandale. 

••• reat River MediCal Center in 
e t urlington recently was 

.recog_mzed as the country's most 
enel)'gy-efficient hospital in a 
study conducte~. by Grumman/ 
B tkus Associates, the third 
strdght · year the hospital has 
·earned the honor. More than 100 
hospitals nationwi(!le were sur­
veyea. The average utility cost 
per square foot for all of the hos­
p_tals 1n the study was $2.31. 
G:3:\1C's cost per square foot was 
$0.81, 65 percent less than the 
avE: age for ~~~ther hospitals in 
bhe ~tudy. Gtl.MC is powered by 
che world's largest lake-coupled 
,;eo~H enpal heating and cooling 
syst ~m. lnste&d of burning -fuel, 
he geo1vhermal system transfers 

heat from one source to another. 
Variabk sr;ed !50-horsepower 
· rmps push water through a 
~J. sed loop iping system that 
f xtends t;Qm the hospital cam­
, ~~ buildiiigs to the bottom of a 
~"acre manmade lake. · *' ••• }41 e area landowners have 

, lected by the Des Moines 
County Soil & Water Conserva­
tion District as· district winners 
, tli ual Iowa Soil Conser­
v atio 1 Awards Program and 
;~yoodl~nd Owner of the Year. 
Cmii8 Orr, Mediapolis was cho­
S~I in the division for owner-op-

Patrick Broderick has been 
named federal security director 
at the Quad Cities Airport in Mo­
line, Ill. Broderick wip. oversee 
Transportation Security Admin­
istration activities in Moline and 
at airports in Burl.ington, Cedar 
Rapids and Dubuque. 

Busine~lleelings , 
~ ' ~~ 

ISO iDtormationmeetiDg­
will be 6~0 p.m. Wednesday at 
the Southeast Iowa Research 
Farm near Crawfordsville. The 
meeting, sponsored by the Iowa 
Quality Agriculture Guild, will 
discuss methods for farmers to 
differentiate their crops from oth­
ers. For more information, con­
tact the IQAG at (319) 257-3400. 

SOybean rust training aes­
sicms- will be held July 6 to 9 
throughout Iowa, including a 
July 8 session 8:30a.m. to noon 
at the Johnson County Fair­
grounds in Iowa City. For more 
information, call (319) 337-2145 
or visit www.aep.iastate.edu/­
feel/rust.html on the Internet. 

Practical Farmers ot loW. 
field day - will begin at 9:30 
a.m. Friday iii Harlan. The fea­
ture of the event will be an Iowa 
State University project that al­
lows for the creation of simulated 
farms. The farm-modeling pro­
gram has weather and soils data 
for 12 Midwestern states, along 
with data for a range of crops and 
crop rotations, as well as associ­
ated practices such as tillage, .fer·· 
tilization, planting, weed control, 
harvesting and residue removal. 
Swine and cattle production also , 
are modeled. To make reserva­
tions, call (515) 294-5486. 

• • 
• 
• • • 
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Women, Lana & 
Legacy Vineyard Tour ~ 

The Des Moines/Louisa on the interest and re­
County Women, Land and quests of women in the ~ 
Legacy (WLL) Team is two counties. Topics for ~ 
hosting a tour of Odessa learning sessions in 2015 1i 
Vmeyards Wednesday, June and the future will be f 

24, from 2-4 p.m. Tiie tour based on what the team 
will include history of the has heard and will con­
vineyard and the process of tinue to hear from local 
making wine. The vineyard women that participate ~ 
is located at 10448 77th in WLL. 
Street, Wapello. The tour is fr~ e 
. The Des Moines/Lou- to attend. If you .ha ~re c 
tsa County WLL began questions regarding tl e s 
with two listening ses- tour or Women, La , d s 
sions in October 2014. , and Legacy, please email s 
During these sessions, Jamie Grimes at !ami~. t 
local women shared with grimes@ia.nacdnet.net a 
the team ~opics of concern or call 319-523-6411 Ext. ~ 
and interest for future 3 for Louisa _County and ~ 
learning sessions. WLL 319-753-6221 Ext. 3 for e 
is locally led and is based Des Moines County. 

v : 
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Grimes, Jamie - NRCS-ST, Burlington, lA 

jm: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mo Mclaughlin <momlOxx@msn.com> 
Thursday, September 07, 2017 7:06AM 
Grimes, Jamie - NRCS-ST, Burlington, lA 
Fwd: Emailing - NominationForm.pdf 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Paul Beckman <pbeckman@mepotelco.net> 
Date: September 7, 2017 at 7:00:22 AM CDT 
To: Mo McLaughlin <momlOxx@msn.com> 
Subject: Re: Fw: Emailing- NominationForm.pdf 

Maureen and Jamie, what a thrill to receive the Iowa Leader Environmental award! Our 
family thanks you so much for the nomination. We all had a great day at the Iowa State Fair 
with the highlight being with all the other conservation farmers at the awards ceremony. It 
was gratifying for the family farm to be recognized for our conservation efforts over the 
years. 
We will continue to support conservational farming and appreciate both your efforts to do 
the same. After being with all the environmental participants I know we can make a 
difference in our farming methods and preserve our great soils. 
The best to you both, Paul/Lin Beckman 

Maureen please forward to Jamie 

1 
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RUTH WAGNER AWARD 
Presenter: Alex Schmidt, Johnson SWCD 

Recipient: Gracia Willis, Calhoun SWCD 

Presented at the Tuesday Evening Banquet 

Gracia is a very dedicated assistant commissioner who is active in attending district meetings, field days, 

workshops, and tours throughout the year. She started the district's Backyard Conservation and Gardening 

Workshop Program sixteen years ago and has created many partnerships to continue the betterment of this 

popular community event. Gracia is very involved in promoting the district's Tree Sales Program. Using her 

artistic ability, she has achieved a showcase of plantings and annually hires high school students to work and 

learn at her gardens, which are open to the public for tours that are both educational and inspiring. Gracia's 

knowledge of the farm and true conservation spirit make working with her both enjoyable and educational. 

KEN WAGNER AWARD 
Presenter: Alex Schmidt, Johnson SWCD 

Recipient: Kate Giannini, Washington SWCD 

Kate not only serves as a commissioner, but is also a Water Conservation Specialist with Johnson County 

Planning & Zoning. She has had many achievements including securing funds for several REAP projects, writing 

·1ccessful grant application for the Rapid Creek Watershed, creating the Johnson County stormwater 

.1nance, writing an urban assessment report for Kent Lake, and providing technical assistance to 

landowners. She received a leadership award at the 2015 Iowa Stormwater Conference for this great work. 

Kate assists with the preparation of the district's booth at the county fair, contacts legislators, and actively 

publicizes conservation. She is a certified inspector of sediment and erosion control, IOWATER certified, and 

assists in managing two family businesses. Kate serves as an extraordinary example of a conscientious steward 

of the land. 

OUTSTANDING SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 
Presenter: Rod Swoboda, Wallaces Farmer 

Recipient: Maureen Mclaughlin Hutchcraft, Des Moines SWCD 

Maureen is a very active commissioner who has served on many of the district's committees and attends all 

district, regional and annual meetings. Maureen has assisted the district with organizing a booth at their Earth 

Day Event and County Fair. She has helped host their State Soil Tour and Spring Regional Meeting, represented 

the district at local meetings, and judges and presents awards to poster contest winners. She supports the 

Iowa Learning Farms and Water Rocks Programs and has been on the planning committee for the Women, 

Land & Legacy Program. Her farm has implemented conservation practices such as waterways, terraces, field 

1
) borders, and windbreaks. Last year, her family accepted the Heritage Family Farm Award for their 150 year old 

f Mclaughlin Family Farm. Maureen's personal conservation ethic shines through in nearly every conversation 
she has. 



Presented at the Wednesday Luncheon 

IOWA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARDS PROGRAM {ISCAP) 

CONSERVATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
Presenter: Linette Bernard, Iowa Conservation Education Coalition 

Division I Recipient: Andy Bean, Albert City- Truesdale, Buena Vista SWCD 
Andy has taught elementary art for the past 27 years. She intertwines her love of art and agriculture by 
encouraging her students to do conservation projects in her classroom. Andy actively volunteers for "Ag in the 
Classroom", sits on the Buena Vista County Fair Board, and was instrumental in landscaping the front of her 
school. She participates in the CDI Conservation Poster Contest as she feels it is important that her students 
learn about agriculture and be aware that their livelihood revolves around the industry. Andy does not let an 
opportunity to teach her students about conservation go by. 

Division II Recipient: Susan Fritzell, Marshalltown High School, Marshall SWCD 
Susan has been teaching the High School Extended Learning Program for 27 years. She believes that it is nearly 
impossible to lead students to care about the natural world until they have been exposed to it. This is why she 
takes her students outdoors. Her students test the water in streams, identify and measure trees, compare 
soils, take overnight adventures, and participate in the Iowa Envirothon. While having fun, the students are ( 
able to learn about their impact on the environment. Susan strives to instill a conservation ethic in her · 

students as she believes that a healthy future for humanity is dependent on everyone valuing and conserving 
the environment. 

CONSERVATION FARMER OF THE YEAR 
Presenter: Mark See, Van Wall 

Recipient: Tim Smith, Wright SWCD 
Tim has been an avid spokesman and promoter for soil and water conservation. He has spoken at multiple field 
days and community events around Iowa and the country. He implements many practices that prevent soil 
erosion, improve water quality and provide wildlife habitat. He has installed a bioreactor, added prairie strips 
seeded with native grasses and forbs, completed nutrient management plans, participated in the Field to 
Market field print calculator, and much more. All the practices that Tim has installed are because of his desire 
to preserve the quality of our soil and water, which he feels are our most important resources. 

WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
Presenter: Alex Schmidt, Johnson SWCD 

Recipient: Larry & Miechelle Weber, Johnson SWCD 
The Weber's are ecologically restoring a parcel of their land they caii"Oid Man's Timber". The timber has 
remained relatively protected for several decades, with no known grazing, timber harvest, or other 
disturbances. The Weber's goal and objectives for their woodland is to remove invasive and undesirable \ 
species, provide suitable wildlife habitat, introduce and encourage native plant growth, conduct prescribed 
burning, and address erosion concerns. They promote woodland management and preservation and keep a 
blog to update their followers on various topics. Many in their community praise the Weber's for their 
commitment to and passion for the land. 



~ 
2015 Gold Level Sponsors 

Donation of $250 - $499 

Sponsor (years of consecutive sponsorships) 

1. Accounting Professionals of Burlington (4) 

2. Air Choice One (2) 

3. A.J. Construction (2) 

4. Shane Baker (19) 

5. Big Country 103.1/Country Legends 1360 (24) 

6. Winton & Gail Boyd (11) 

7. The Buffalo (2) 

8. Casey & Julie Chadwick (5) 

9. City Pawn (1) 

10. Col. Rod Crowner (14) 

11. Corey Baker Memorial (2) 

( ~. Dave Bessine Electric (3) 

13. Des Moines County Conservation (12) 

14. DMC Soil & Water Conservation District (4) 

15. Edle Earthmoving, Inc. (8) 

16. Farmers Savings Bank- Wever (6) 

17. Fleck Sales (2) 

18. Fritz Lobberecht & Associates (4) 

19. Great Western Bank (4) 

20. H&L Mack Truck Sales Corp. (8) 

21. Holtkamp Trailer Repair (1) 

22. Huffman's Farm & Home (3) 

23. The Illinois Boys of Sumner, MO (1) 

24. Jarrett Dirt Works and Field Tiling (1) 

25. Jimtown Kennels (1) 

Klingner & Associates (9) 

27. L&W Quarries (3) 

28. Lafarge (3) 

29. Chris & Hillary Lee (4) 

30. Linkin Estates, LLC (16) 

31. Logan's Automotive Repair (1) 

32. Mann's McDonalds (9) 

33. Mediapolis Savings Bank (4) 

34. Mike Campbell's Body Shop & Towing (21) 

35. Nunnikhoven Art Stone (2) 

36. Paddlewheel Lounge (8) 

37. Pet Safe of the Tri-States (11) 

38. Randall's Performance (3) 

39. Dave Riley (8) 

40. Robert's Tire Center (8) 

41. Roederer's Pit Stop (2) 

42. Royer's Body Shop (1) 

43. Service Master of Burlington (7) 

44. Shearer's Snacks (1) 

45. Shottenkirk West Burlington (2) 

46. Dean Taeger (1) 

47. TNT Enterprises (1) 

48. Two Rivers Bank and Trust (10) 

49. Brad Weiss (3) 

50. Wild Wings Taxidermy (6) 

51. Joe Wischmeier (9) 

52. Yarmouth Filling Station & The Sun Spot (1) 

Aldo Leopold Pheasants Forever I www.LeopoldPF.org 1 Facebook.com/LeopoldPF 



2015 Platinum Level Sponsors ( 
Donation of $500 or more 

~ 101.7 The Bull 24 Year Sponsor 

~ Becker's Jewelers 7 Year Sponsor 

~ Daisy Frames Photography 2 Year Sponsor 

~ Danville Mutual Telephone Co. 4 Year Sponsor 

~ OK Real Estate- Jerry Mann Memorial 1 Year Sponsor 

~ F&M Bank & Trust 11 Year Sponsor 

"VJ Fiberglass Solutions 2 Year Sponsor 

"VJ George's Lawnmower 6 Year Sponsor 

"VJ Ideal Ready Mix 26 Year Sponsor 

"VJ Industrial Motors 6 Year Sponsor ( 

~ Iowa Land Specialists 2 Year Sponsor 

~ Louie Kantzavelos 2 Year Sponsor 

~ Summer Street Animal Clinic 14 Year Sponsor 

~ W.W. Transport 7 Year Sponsor 

~ Window World 1 Year Sponsor 

~ Yarmouth Gun Club 1 Year Sponsor 

( 

Aldo leopold Pheasants Forever I www.leopoldPF.org I Facebook.com/leopoldPF 



FINANCIAL SERVICES (CONT~) : 

Mediapolis Savings Bank 

Two Rivers Bank & Trust 

~ --

605 Main St. 
Mediapolis, lA 52637 
319-394-3191 
www.mediapolissavingsbank.net 
222 N. Main St. 
Burlington, lA 52601 
319-753-9100 
www.tworiversbank.com 

FOOD & DRINK : 
- ' 

The Buffalo Tavern 2016 S. Main St. 
Burlington, lA 52601 
319-754-4338 
www. thebuffalotavem.ninja 

Kelly O'Sheas Pub & Grille 609 S. Main St. 
Blirlington, lA 52601 
319-752-9187 
www.kellyosheas.com 

Mann's McDonalds 1115 Summer St. 
Burlington, lA 52601 
319-753-0722 

Paddlewheel Lounge 613 Jefferson St. 
Burlington, lA 52601 
319-752-5934 

Roederer's Pit Stop 1100 Chalfant St. 
Burlington, lA 52601 
319-754-5960 

Uncle Ronnie's Bar and Grill 1201 Derek Lincoln Dr. 
West Burlington, lA 52655 
319-752-7765 

FUNERAL SERVICE . 

Prugh-Thielen Funeral Home 

GUN CLUBS 

Yarmouth Gun Club 

3940 Division St. 
Burlington, lA 52601 
319-752-2828 
www.thielenfuneralhome.com 

21704 205th Ave 
Yarmouth, lA 52660 
563-320-5223 

Aldo Leopold Pheasants Forever I www.LeopoldPF.org I Facebook.com!LeopoldPF 
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HEALTHCARE _ , ; 
Great River Heath Systems 

-~,.;~~~4:·'' Great River 
b·>'~--,- Health Systems 

1221 S. Gear Ave. 
West Burlington, IA 52655 
(319) 768-1000 
www. greatri vermedical . org 

JNDIJSTRIAL PAI~TING & COATING -
T"' • r• ' t 

Allen Blasting & Coating, Inc. 

- - - - --- -

JEWELERS 
Becker's Jewelers 

3195 Highway 61 
Burlington, IA 52601 
319-671-7121 
www .allenblastingandcoating. com 

401 S. Gear Ave. 
West Burlington, IA 52655 
319-752-3196 
www.beckerdiamonds.com 

LAND MANAGEMENT & STEWARDSHIP 

Des Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

Des Moines County Conservation 

3625 Flint Ridge Dr. 
Burlington, IA 52601 
319-753-6221 

13 700 Washington Rd. 
West Burlington, IA 52655 
319-753-8260 
www.dmcconservation.com 
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Awards 

Presented at the Monday Evening Banquet 

CDI SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
First Place {$4,000): Theresa Brehm, Dubuque SWCD, Region 4 

Second Place {$3,000): Blake Lineweaver, Dickinson SWCD, Region 2 

Third Place ($2,000): Rebecca Roberson, Plymouth SWCD, Region 1 

Regional Winners {$600): 
Samantha Reicks, Chickasaw SWCD, Region 3 
Megan Owens, Shelby SWCD, Region 5 and $500 from Region 5 Ron Brownlee Memorial Scholarship 

Wyatt Kaldenberg, Warren SWCD, Region 6 and $350 from Region 6 Larry Beeler Memorial Scholarship 

Cole Moody, Tama SWCD, Region 7 

Maria Pendleton, Montgomery SWCD, Region 8 

Sophia Rotole, Wapello SWCD, Region 9 

IOWA ENVIROTHON STATE CHAMPIONS 
Decorah Ospreys represented Iowa at the 2016 North American Envirothon Competition, July 24- July 29 at 

Trent University in Peterborough, Ontario, Canada. Decorah Ospreys team of five, Shai Shay, Marguerite 

Schwarz, Dalton Brown, Peter Swanson and Richard Weis were accompanied by chaperones Larry Berland and 

( ·bara Schroeder. Decorah Ospreys outscored nearly 60 teams across Iowa at both Regional and State 
_,npetitions! The 2017 North American Envirothon Competition will be held July 23- July 29 at Mount St. 

Mary's University in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

IOWA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARDS PROGRAM (ISCAP) 

CONSERVATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Presenter: Linette Bernard, Iowa Conservation Education Coalition 

Division I Recipient: Julie Schnedler, Mediapolis Community School District, Des Moines SWCD 
Julie has been teaching for eleven years. Her participation in FFA and 4H activities inspired her to seek training 

and opportunities for her own students to engage in conservation. Julie trained in water monitoring through 

the IOWATER Program and created a new camp for the Des Moines County Conservation Department to teach 

kids about our water bodies and water quality. She received the National Conservation Educator of the Year 

Award in 2016 and was the winner of Disney Planet Challenge in 2010. Julie does not let an opportunity to be 

trained in conservation programs she can take back to her students go by. 

Division II Recipient: Elizebeth Logsdon, Centerville Community School District Appanoose SWCD 
Elizebeth has been teaching for seven years. Elizabeth provides her students with interactive ways to engage in 

conservation. Her students have taken field trips to meet with NRCS Staff to learn about judging soil and 

attended the Mississippi River Student Environmental Conference and National FFA Conventions. She 

tinues to build and promote agriculture programs and provide her students with leadership opportunities. 

l\11dny of Elizebeth's students have gone on to college or careers related to agriculture. Her teaching is truly 

inspiring her students to be good stewards of our land. 



Awards . ,. 

Presented at the Monday Luncheon 

CONSERVATION FARMER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Presenter: Mark See, Van Wall Group, Perry 

Recipient: Dale and Karen Green, Winneshiek SWCD 
The Green's are avid promoters of conservation. They have been featured as Keystone Stewardship Producers 

by the Winneshiek SWCD for contributing to written publications, implementing signage to market completed 

conservation practices and mentoring other farmers about conservation. The Green's are considered integral 

contributors to the success of the Yellow River Headwaters Water Quality Project. Their farm, Spring Valley 

Farm, is a fifth generation farm. The many conservation practices they have installed are to protect the 

heritage of the farm for the future generations of the Green Family. 

IOWA CONSERVATION WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Presenter: Laura Crowell, Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Recipient: Susan Massman, Fayette SWCD 
Sue manages her 160 acre farm with great passion! Her connection and devotion to the land is unparalleled. 

Sue works with her local SWCD and ISU Extension & Outreach Office on many conservation practices and 

projects. In 2012, she participated in an Annie's Project to ensure she was making the best decisions for the 

farm and land. Sue has always been a leader! In 1969, she became the first female in the South Winneshiek( 

FFA Chapter in Calmar. Sue continues to be a tremendous advocate for female landowners today. Sue works 

off of the farm, but still finds time to invest in continuously improving her farm and in her community as a 

volunteer. One wonders how she does it all! 

OUTSTANDING SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMISSIONER AWARD 
Presenter: Rod Swoboda, Wallaces Farmer 

Recipient: Wendell Christensen, Kossuth SWCD 
For 45 years, Wendell Christensen has been an active and engaged Soil and Water Commissioner in Kossuth 

County. He has been very involved in the District's scholarship program and attends field days to assist and 

learn from others about conservation. Wendell believes in leaving the land in better shape than you found it. 

He leads by example and through his work as an outstanding Commissioner! 

Presented at the Monday Evening Banquet 

CDI STATE POSTER CONTEST WINNERS 
Division 1 (K -1): David Taylor, Sioux SWCD, Region 1 

Division 2 (2 -3): Leah Bean, Buena Vista SWCD, Region 2 

Division 3 (4 -6): Treyton Bonnema, Sioux SWCD, Region 1 

Division 4 (7 -9): Kaitlyn Couchman, Wayne SWCD, Region 9 

Division 5 (10-12): Daesha Cale, Lee SWCD, Region 9 



~ 
2016 SPONSO·R LIST 

SPONSOR LEVEL & CONSECUTIVE YEARS OF SPONSORSHIP 

DONATION OF $1,000 OR MORE 

Jay Johnson 

27 years of dedicated sponsorship 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
DONATION OF $500 - $999 

Sponsor & years of consecutive sponsorships 

• 101.7 The Bull 
o 25 year sponsor 

• Allen Blasting and Coating, Inc. 
o 1 year sponsor 

• Des Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

o 5 year sponsor 
• F&M Bank and Trust 

o 12 year sponsor 

• Fiberglass Solutions 
o 3 year sponsor 

• George's Lawnmower and Small 
Engine Repair 

o 7 year sponsor 
• Great River Health Systems 

o 1 year sponsor 

• Ideal Ready Mix 
o 2 7 year sponsor 

• Iowa Land and Home Specialists 
o 3 year sponsor 

• Robert's Tire Center 
o 9 year sponsor 

• Summer Street Animal Clinic 
. o 15 year sponsor 

• Window World of Davenport 
o 2 year sponsor 

• W.W. Transport 
o 8 year sponsor 

• Yarmouth Gun Club 
o 2 year sponsor 

Aldo Leopold Pheasants Forever I www.LeopoldPF.org I Facebook.com/LeopoldPF 
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WHOLESALE 
, ' If ~,vr-.."!' "" • "' ... 

1 

Fleck Sales 

Shearer's Snacks 

2204 W. Mt. Pleasant St. 
West Burlington, IA 52655 
319-754-6735 
www.flecksales.com 
3000 Mt. Pleasant St. 
Burlington, IA 52601 
319-754-6551 
www.shearers.com 

2015 CI-IAPTER HIGHLIGI-ITS 

FY2015 PROGRAM EXPENSES: 

• Youth- $27,843 
• General- $14,582.21 
• Habitat- $26,419.20 
• TOTAL: $68,844.41 

2015 HAB ITAT IMPROVEMENTS : 

• Food Plots: 12 projects, 40 acres 

• Nesting Cover: 15 projects, 200 acres 

• Pollinator Habitat: 4 projects, 75 acres 

• Rx Burns: 10 projects, 200 acres 

• Mowing (planting maintenance/firebreaks): 4 projects, 48 acres 

• Total: 45 projects, 563 acres 

2015 EVENTS AND YOUTH PROGRAMS: 

• Shooting Sports: approx. 1,000 participants; $25,563 spent 

• Outdoor Youth Jamboree: 1,020 participants; $1,000 spent 

• Presenting sponsor and co-founders of Burlington, West Burlington/Notre Dame, 
Danville, Mediapolis, and Southeastern Community College trapshooting teams 

Aldo Leopold Pheasants Forever I www.LeopoldPF.org I Facebook.com/LeopoldPF 
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has been recognized with the 
President's .Commen-dation for 

leadership in support of 
wildlife habitat conservation. 

Approved by the Pheasants Forever 
National Board of Directors 

Howard K. Vincent 

0180737 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

• 



has been recognized with the 
President's Commendation for 

leadership in support of 
wildlife habitat conservation. 

~015 

Approved by the Pheasants Forever 
National Board of Directors 

Howard K. Vincent 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
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