




Des Moines County Soil 
And Water Conservation District 
3625 Elint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, lA 52655 

September 2, 2005 

Dear Mr. Heckenberg: 

Thank you very much for your donation to the Tri-State Agricultural Education 
Foundation. I received a scholarship this year from the Foundation and the money 
will be a big help to me as I continue my education at SCC in the Ag Program. 

Thanks again for your generosity! 



September 17, 2004 

Dear Mr. Lounsbury: 

I would like to thank you for the scholarship I received from the Tri-State 
Agricultural Education Foundation. The extra money will be a big help in my 
future plans. Once I graduate I plan to take over the family farm and expand it to 
new levels. I would also like to use my education on the management side to get into 
manure application, but my main interest is in running the family farm so it 
remains a competitive operation. 

Thanks again. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Frank 
Oakville, Iowa 



September 17, 2004 

Dear Mr. Lounsbury: 

I would like to thank you for donating money to the Tri-State Agricultural 
Education Foundation. I received a scholarship from the Foundation and it has 
been put to good use to help with my college expenses. After I graduate I plan to 
start working full-time where I am now while still farming with my dad. Someday I 
will take over the family farm and run it myself. 

Thanks again. 

Sincerely, 

@~~ 
Damian Getchell 
Mediapolis, Iowa 



September 22, 2003 

Don Lounsbury 
Des Moines Co. Soil & Water Conservation District 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, lA 52601 

Dear Mr. Lounsbury: 

Thank you very much for the scholarship I received as an Ag student at 
Southeastern Community College. I will use the money toward tuition and books. 
It is very nice of you to support area agriculture by helping out a student like me. I 
really appreciate it. 

Thanks again for your generosity! 

Sincerely, 

#~~ 
Blake Bessine 



Todd Heckenberg 
Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, IA 52601 

September 4, 2002 

Dear Mr. Heckenberg: 

Thank you for the scholarship given to me for the 2002-2003 school year. I plan to 
continue my education at Southeastern Community College in the Agriculture Program. 

Thank you ag~in for donating to the Tri-State Agricultural Education Foundation. Your 
generous gift is greatly appreciated. I will work hard to finish my two-year program. 

/s~~ 
Bryan I(untz 



J efT Bergman 
Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District 
1104 Derek Lincoln Drive 
West Burlington, lA 52655 

September 22, 2000 

Dear Mr. Bergman: 

I would like to thank you very much for the $500 scholarship. Without your 
assistance, I would not be able to experience the new opportunities that SCC has 
offered. I am having a great time at SCC, and really appreciate your generosity. 

Thanks again! 

Sincerely: 

~;:;~ 
Angie Pohren 
Fairfield, Iowa 



USDA 
~ 

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Des Moines SWCD 
11 04 Derek Lincoln Drive 
West Burlington IA 52655 

Dear Jeff: 

Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

1805 W Jefferson Ave. 
Suite 2 
Fairfield, lA 52556-4236 
(515) 472-8411 

September 19, 2000 

I wanted to congratulate your District on the your winning entry for the IS CAP Program A ward 
for the Division II Teacher at the Conservation Districts of Iowa conference last week. Please 
pass my congratulations on to Sherman Lundy at the Burlington high school. 

Thank you for contributions to the preservation of our .natural resources and for your District's 
support ofNRCS. · 

I look forward to our continued working relationship. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce Trautman 
Area Conservationist 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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10928 142nd Avenue 
West Burlington, Iowa 52655 
September 13, 1995 

Soil Conservation Service 
West Burlington Iowa 52655 

Dear Friends, 

I would like to thank you for your contribution to the 
Agricultural Foundation that enabled me to receive a $500 
scholarship. Your support provides me the opportunity to 
attend Southeastern Community College and prepare for my 
future in the field of agriculture. 

I am finding the information presented in our classes to be 
interesting and helpful, and I am looking forward to working 
with area farmers for on-the-job training. 

Again, I really appreciate what you have made possible for 
me. 

Rob Mohr 
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COMMUNITY 

September 11, 1996 

Jeff Bergman 
Des Moines Co. Soil & Water 
513 N. Main 
Burlington, IA 52601 

Dear Mr. Bergman: 

COLLEGE 

I want to thank you for the $500 scholarship money. The money 
went towards my college tuition and was greatly needed and 
appreciated. 

Without caring people like you, we wouldn't be able to continue 
this very needed scholarship program. 

Thanks again! 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Carhoff 

District Offices 
1015 South Gear Avenue 
P.O. Drawer F 
West Burlington, Iowa 52655-0605 
319/752-2731 

North Campus 
1015 South Gear Avenue 
P.O. Drawer F 
West Burlington, Iowa 52655-0605 
319/752-2731 

ISP 
P.O. Box 316 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627-0316 
319/372-5432 

Mt. Pleasant Correctional Facility 
Highway 218 South 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 52641-1897 
319/385-9511 

South campus 
335 Messenger Road 
P.O. Box 6007 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632-6007 
319/524-3221 



Jeff Bergman 
Des Moines Co. Soil & Water 
1104 Derek Lincoln Dr. 
W. Burlington, IA 52655 

Dear Mr. Bergman: 

11218 l\!lediapolis Rd. 
Mediapolis, IA 52637 

I would like to thank you for choosing me for the Tri-State Agricultural Education Foundation 
scholarship. 

The money really came in handy and I can use it towards my tuition. 

I'm glad people like you take an interest in our Ag Program at SCC. I really appreciate your 
generosity. 

Sincerely, 

Ross Copeland 



September 9, 1998 

Des Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
1104 Derek Lincoln Drive 
West Burlington, lA 52655 

Dear Sir or Madame: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Des Moines County Soil and 
Conservation District for providing me with the scholarship to further my education 
in agriculture. It has greatly helped me in being able to pay my tuition. I am really 
enjoying the program here and am glad I have decided to pursue this area of study. 
I am looking forward to the next two years and all the new things I am going to 
learn. 

Thank you again for your time. 

Sincerely: 

~UorJ 
Misty Lloyd 



( ~S v utftecuterx 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

September 21, 1999 

Jeff Bergman 
Des Moines County Soil & Conservation District 
West Burlington, lA 52655 

Dear Mr. Bergman: 

Thank you for the scholarship that I received from your organization. It will help 
me achieve my goals through the Agriculture Program at SCC. I really appreciate 
the fact that there are people and businesses in our community that care enough 
about agriculture to make this generous gift. 

The field of agriculture is very important to present and future generations, and 
organizations like the Tri-State Agricultural Foundation play a great part in 
securing that future. 

Thank you again. 

Sincerely: 

~~ 
Jess Harl 

District Offices/North Campus· 1015 South Gear Avenue · PO. Box 180 · West Burlington, Iowa 52655-0180 · 319/752-2731 ·Fax: 319/752-4957 
South Campus· 335 Messenger Road· PO. Box 6007 · Keokuk, Iowa 52632-6007 · 319/524-3221 ·Fax: 319/524-8621 

www.secc.cc.ia. us 



( 
September 25, 1998 

J. B. Martin 
Soil Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
1104 Derek Lincoln Drive 
West Burlington, lA 52655 

Dear J. B.: 

On behalf of myself, the Flint Creek Advisory Committee, and the Flint 
Creek Water Quality Participants at Burlington High School, please accept 
my thanks for the nomination which lead to the awarding of the 
"Watershed Achievement Award," to me by the Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts of Iowa. 

· I feel this award represents the recognition of the work done by all of the 
individuals involved in the Flint Creek Project and the Flint Creek 

( Watershed. It is very gratifying to work with individuals like yourself and 
the Commissioners who promote and encourage good conservation 
practices which will permit future generations to use and enjoy all of our 
natural resources. 

Perhaps the ancients were not far from the truth when they initially 
suggested the vital elements of the earth were: soil, water, air, and fire. 
Again, thank you very much for the nomination and I am looking forward to 
our continued association in the Flint Creek Project and other 
conservation efforts. {Please forward this letter to the State Officials 
who selected me and our project for recognition at their Meeting this 
month.} 

- ~/ly, 

~ '/Vi 
Sherman Lundy 
4668 Summer 
Burlington, lA 52601 



Harold Linder and current Chairperson, Jeff Bergman, 
had a chance to discuss changes that have occu~red 
over 50 years. Linder was secretary f?r ~he Des Momes 
County Soil and Water Conservation D1str1ct for 16 years. 

·.·: Local Farmers 
·y· · Conservation Award 

Winners 
The Des Moines County Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
Commissioners recently selected 
two local farmers as District 
winners for the Iowa Soil 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Charles Nealey, Danville, was 
selected as winner in Division I. 1 

This division is for family-operated 
or owner-operated farms on which 
the owner-operator has established 
and maintained the most complete 
conservation program as determined 
by the land use program and soil 
conservation practices adopted. 

The DES MOINES COUNTY 
Soil &t Water Conservation 
District Commissioners recently 
selected two local farmers as 
District winners for the Iowa Soil 
Conservation A wards Program. 
Charles Nealey, Danville, was 
selected as winner in Division I. 
This division is for family­
operated or owner-operated 
farms on which the owner­
operator has established and 
maintained the most complete 
conservation program as 
determined by the land use. 
program and soil conservation 
practices adopted . Nealey was 
selected as the overall district 

Conservation District 
· Colnmissioners celebrate 

50th anniversary 

Carol Staff, New London, was 
chosen in Division III. This 
division is for any farmer who 
became a new soil conservation 
district cooperator after January 1, 
1994, where the farm has not been 

(winner to represent the county 
in regional competition, and then 
was chosen as regional winner 
in the Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program for Region 9. 
He now advances to the state 
competition. Carol Staff, New 
London, Y(as chosen for Division 
11. This division is for any farmer 
who became a new soil 
conservation district cooperator 
after Jan. 1, 1994 where the farm 
was under prior agreement with 
the District. Staff became a 
cooperator after receiving cost­
share for organic nutrient 
management. Staff built a solid 
waste stacking structure for 
cattle. 

• 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Commissioners celebrated their . SOt 
anniversary with an open house on Friday, March 1. 

During a program held at noon, cer-tificates wer 
presented to Carol Staff and Charles Nealey as lo.c 
winners of the Iowa Soil. and Water Conservat1o 
Awards program. Nealey also was honored withl 
plaques for his selection as Regional winner of th 
awards program. . . 

The guests attending enjoyed the p1cture d1splays o1 
personnel ad completed structures, refreshments, an 
free memorabilia available. N\e.'j:;V (I~ tOtS ll · 25 

nder prior agreement with the 
District. Carol became a new 
cooperator after receiving cost-share 
for organic nutrient management. 
Carol built a solid waste stacking 
structure for cattle. 

Nealey was also selected as the 
overall district winner to represent 
the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District in 
regional competition. 

Receives scholarship 
Tiffanie Huson of Burlington has been chosen as the 

recipient of the Des Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District scholarship in conjunction with 
the Iowa Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
District Collllilissioners Auxiliary scholarship. 

The DES MOINES COUNTY 
Soil & Water ·Conservation 
District will celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary with an open house 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 
Friday, Marcy 1. The public is 
invited to share in this special at 
1'he NRCS office, located at 1104 
Derek Lincoln Dr., West 
Burlington. A short program will 
be presented at noon. 

.... 
l!!lt••r"tr 

,.,-r41• r• 

Tiffanie was chosen from the 17 applications 
received from seniors throughout the county. Her 
application was submitted for regional competition and 
if chosen at that level, she will then be in state 
competition . 

·she attends Burlington High School and is the 
daughter of Richard and Marcene Huson. 

.. 
I' 

Soil & Water Stewardship 
Week celebrated next week 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservatio 
District is encouraging interested individuals an 
organizations to join with the National Association o 
Conservation Districts in observing 1996 Soil an 
Water Stewardship Week, April28-May 5. 

The purpose of the national observance is to creat 
greater awareness among individuals of thei 
stewardship responsibility to care for America's natur 
resources. This year's theme is "Harmony: People an 
Places" which emphasizes the need for greater harmony 
between people and the place in which they live. 

' .. 

TIFFANIE HUSON 
Burlington, has been chosen t~ 

l,~ive the Des Moines County 
• Sod and Water Conservation 
~Dis!rict . scholarship in 
,.conJunction with the Iowa 
!Association. of Soil and Water. 
~Conservation District 
~ Commissioners Auxiliary. She 
~ is the daughter of Richard and 
~ Ma~ene H~son, and attends 
~ Burlington H1gh School. She was 
·a chosen from among 17 senior 
-:r applicants in Des Moines 
~ County. Her application now 
~ advances to regional and 

possibly, state competition. . .. .. . . . . . .. r .. 

The nation's 3000 soil and water' conservation 
districts, along with their state and national 
conservation organizations, devote their time to 
establish greater harmony on natural resource issues in ····-·- - ······-··············~·····-···· .... ,. 

u~~·~~~~~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~••••··~···~·~··••••••~ their community. 
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~--------------------------------~~~ ,Two SWCD seats up for 
·· election in November 

The Hawk Eye 
The terms of two Des Moines 

County Soil and Water Conser­
'vation District commissioners . 
will be on the ballot for the 1996 
general election. 

Bergman, Union Township; 
Frank Hedges, Huron Township; 
and Don Lounsbury, Pleasant 
Grove Township, making resi­
dents of those townships ineli­
gible to run for election. 

Burlington Township repre­
sentative Sherman Smith's four­
ye~ term will expire Jan. 2, 
and the four-year term of Tom 
Birkenstock of Franklin Town­
ship will expire Nov. 15 .. 

Prospective candidates must 
file nomination petitions avail­

. able from the county auditor's 
office signed by 25 eligible elec­
tors by 5 p.m. Aug. 28. 

Any qualified elector residing 
in the district is eligible to run 
for commissioner. No more than 
one commissioner may be a resi­

Soil and water conservation 
district commissioners serve 
without salary and guide the 
overall soil and water conser-

. vation program in the county. 
- dent of any one . township. In­
:cumbent commissioners are Jeff 

For information, call the dis­
trict office at 753-6221. 

iTwo needed for 
conservation 
commission 

The terms of two Des Moines 
County Soil and yY at.er 
Conservation D1Strtct 
Commissioners will be on the 
ballot for the 1996 general 
election. · 

Sherman Smith's term will 
expire at noon January 2, 1997. 
Smith is from Burlington 
Township. Tom Birkenstock's 
of Burlington, Franklin 
Town!?hip, term will expire by 
November 15,1996. 

Any qualified elector residing 

in the soil and water conservation 
district, which is' all of Des 
Moines County includmg cities 
and town, is eligible fort he office 
of Commissioner. Nomorethan 
one commissioner may be a 
resident of any one township. 
Incumbent commissioners are 
Jeff Bergman, Burlington, Union 
Township; Frank Hedges, 
Oakville, Huron Township, and 
. Don Lounsbury, New London, 
Pleasant Grove Townships; 
therefore, residents of these 
townships would not be eligible 
for office at this time. 

Prospective candidates 
seeking the office of. soil and 

. . wate.t .. GOnser.vat.iQn,. .,d.i&t.Jdct 

commissioner must file 
nomination petitions in the same 
manner as other elective 
positions at the general election, 
except that no political party is 
designated. · 

These petitions, signed by 25 
eligible electors, must be filed 
with the County Auditor at the 
Des Moines County Courthouse 
no laterthanS:OO p.m. on August 
28,1996. 

An individual elected to fill 
Smith's position will serve a t~m 
of four years commencmg 
January 2,1997. The individual 
elected to fill Birkenstock's 
position will take the oath of 
office within ten days of the 
election and serve the remainder 
of 1996 and -a four year term 
commencing in 1997. 

Soil and water conservation 
district commissioners serve 
without salary and guid~ the 
overall soil and water 
conservation program in the 
county. For further information 
pertaining to the responsibilities 
of a commissioner, con~ct the 
Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office 1104 Derek Lincoln Drive, 

'·· 'Wt!"st~llillli~lblt~t(}:.~~!2! . 

Conservation 
topic for 
public forum 

An open forum will be held 
November14 to seek public input 
on the natural resource needs of 
Des Moines County. Everyone 
with an interest in conservation 
and the environmental health of 
our county is invited to attend 
and participate. 

The public's input will help 
local conservation officials set 
priorities to assure financial 
resources will be available. This 
public ·forum will be held in 
Southeastern Community 
College ~ning Rooms A &r B at 
7:00p.m. 

The 1996 Farm Bill abolished 
the former federal cost ... share 
program and developed a new 
conservation ~ _cost-share 
program, EQIP (Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program). 
EQIP helps . farmers build 
practices that maintain 
productivity while protecting 
our environment. 

EOIP will not be available in 
Des·Moines County unless the 
county works for it--by 
identifying and prioritizing the 
county's resource needs, and by 
demonstrating that those needs 
are-important and worth the 
funding. Those counties that fail 
to identify and justify their 
resource nee..ds could find 
themselves with little or no 
federal cost-sh~re· funds. It is 
important to do the best job • ..... 
possible in identifying priority 
pntctices and priority, areas, and 
the county conservation agencies 
cannot do it alone. 
· Please, plan to join. the Soil &r 
Water ConservaUon District 
Commi.ssioners, the FSA County 
Committee, and USDA staff in 
an effort to assure the natural 
resources of Des Moines County 
are protected. bmc n~ 1{-'1-qb 

....... 
••••• .. " ..... . " .. ". .. ...... ·~ .... . ·-·-·~· ..... . 

••••• • •~••••~ ··~······· ····M·••p ... .. 
··~·········-······--... . ···········••·•·••··••·•··· .••.......•..••................. . . ...................... ..... ............................................................................................... 

( 



( 

~-~~~~···~·····························~··········· 

Conservation still an W.;r; ·:·:·ope-n forum on natural ri\Q; ·.--n • 
., OptiOn fOr (andOWnerS~1J ·;; re$OUrce needs l"(\t~,~~~l'c 

Therearecurrently22 million 
acres of Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres in Iowa for 

• which the federal government 
pays$172millioninannual rental 
payments. The ten year contacts 
that cover theseCRP acres began 
to expire in 1995. Two thirds of 
these acres will expire by the end 
of 1997. It is estimated that 65% 
of these acres will revert back to 
crop production. 

Landowners . have many 
choices available to them when 

ASSIStance 
available for 
livestock producers 

The .Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
has received their1996 fiscal year 
Organic Nutrient Management 
Program allocation. 

The Org~nic Nutrient 
Management Program was 
d'eveloped to offer cost-share 
assistance to prQdu~rs who 
want to build ag-waste storage 
structures. 

If interested in the program, 
CQntact. the Natural ResourceS 
Conservation Service office in 
West Burlington. For more 
infQ~tion, call (319) 753-6221. 

~ f\e_LOS 
q-t4-gs 

••••• 

\J .An .. open forum will be held Thursday, Nov. 14 to 

their land comes out of CRP. Do 
they keep their land in CRPordo 
they put the land back into 
production? Do they put their 
land back into crop production 
or do they try an income­
producing alternative such as 
grazing? The National Resources 
Conservation Services (NRCS) 
can work out the alternatives 
withlandownerstocomeupwith 
the best solution for both the 
environment and landowner. 

The 1996 Farm Bill includes 
provisions that allow for 
continuous enrollment and for 
re-enroUmentinCRPofthemost • 
environmentally sensitive areas, 
including waterways and 
filterstrips, that meet CRP 
eligibility requirements,. 
Regardless of the decision the 
landowner makes, a 
conservation plan must in place 
to participate in USDA 
programs. 

Continuous CRP sign-up 
began September 4, 1996. 
Landowners who have questions 
or would like to. discuss 
alternatives for land coming out 
of CRP are encouraged to drop 
by the NRCS office at 1104 Derek 
Lincoln Drive, West Burlington 
or call 753-6221. 

seek public input on the natural resource needs in Des 
Moines County. Everyone with an' interest in 
conservation and the environmental health of our 
county .is invited to attend and participate. Your input 
wilLhelp local conservation officials set priorities to 
assure financial resources will be available. This public 
forum will be held at Southeastern Community College 
in We,st Burlington, Dining Rooms A & B, at 7 p.m. 
Th~ 1996 Farm Bill abolished the former federal 

cost-share program and developed a new conservaton 
cost,share program; EQIP (Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program). EQIP helps farmers build practices 
that maintain productivity while protecting our 
environment. 

EQIP will not be available in Des Moines County 
unlt(~~ we work for_it - by identifying and prioritizing 
our resource needs, and by demonstrating that those 
needs are important and worth the funding. Those 
counties that fail to identify and justify their resource 
needs could find themselves with little or no federal 
cost~~hare funds. We want to do the best job possible in 
idel}.fi{ying priority practices and priority areas, but we 
cannot do it without you. 

P~ease plan to join the Soil and Water Conservation 
Dis{rict~ Commissioners, the FSA County Committee, 
.and-USDA staff in an effort to assure the natural 
reso';lr~~es of Des Moines. County are protected~ 
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Southeastern 
C 0 M M .UN IT Y C 0 L LEG E 

TRI·STATE AGRICULTURAL 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 194·195 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
The Tri-State Agriculture Education . Foundation is 
pleased to announce the 1996 agriculture scholarship 
winners. The foundation assists students enrolling in 

.I 

the Southeastem Community College Agriculture Pro- Jeff Burgus (right) Tri-State Foundation Treasurer is shown presenting scholarship checks to Oeft to 
grams. $500 to $600 scholarships were available to right) Robert Mohr, Brian Brown, Kara Russell, Tanuny Vorwerk, Greg Link, Eric Higdon, Clayton 
each student. Neubauer . 

We wish to thank the following organizations that have 
made substantial contributions toward this year's scholar-
ships: 

•Des Moines County Farm Bureau •Don Nelson Memorial 
• Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District 

• Bank of Stronghurst • Querna Seed • Raritan Bank • Twomey's, Inc . 

For information on receiving or giving a scholarship, contact Arlyn Musselman at 1-800-828-7322 or 752-2731 ext. 153 

( 
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Patricia Honson of Sperry has been chosen as the 
recipient of a scholarship sponsored by the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conservation District in 
conjunction with the Conservation Districts of Iowa 
(CDI) and CDI Auxiliary. She was chosen from the 
applications received from seniors throughout the 
county. She attends Mediapolis High School. 

rr~dicrtoli6 new~ 4-f 

The DES MOINES 
COUNTY Soil & Water 
Conservation District is offering 
a scholarship to a locals senior 
for their first year of college. The 
scholarship is open to students 
pursuing a career in any field of 
agriculture or natural resources. 
Applications packets are 
available at high school 
guidance counselor offices or by 
calling the Des Moines County 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District at 753-6221. 

,. r.etter /to 
the Editor 

I 

This fall thousands of acres of 
CRP (Conservation Reserve I 
Program) land contracts will expire. 
This means that land protected for 
the past ten years in a government 
conservation program will once 
again . be at the discretion of the 
landowners. 

We believe landowners should 
decide the fate . of their own land, 
but we are concerned that history 
will repeat itself. In the past when a 
program ended plows were used on 
highly erodible land and tons of soil j 

washed away, clogging our streams i 
and·lakes. 1 

We are eager to provide 
landowners with information that 
helps them make decisions that are 
profitable and which enables them 
to conserve soil and maintain water 
quality. If anyone has any questions 
or desires more information, please 
do not hesitate to call 753-6221. 

Jeff Bergman, Chairperson 
Des Moines County SWCD 
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Sign up for new emergency 
wetlands program 

'-•••••••••P•~1••••• ............... , . ., , ... 

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
has ~eceived · approval to 
continue accepting applications 
for the Emergency Wetlands 
Reserve Program (EWRP). The 
EWRP is a voluntary program 
for landowners whose land . 
suffered flooding in.1993. Land 
that has potential to be restored 
to wetlands can be entered into 
the program. The land would be 

I
. restored to a wetland and placed 

under a permanent easement, in 

Landowners who enter into 
the program/easement retain 
ownership and are responsible 
for payment of property taxes. 
They retain limited land use that 
is compatible with wetland 
stewardship. Landowners 
control public access to the 
property. 

Wetlands are the most 
productive wildlife ecosystems 
on earth, providing food, water, 
and shelter to large numbers of 
wildlife species. Wetlands are 
natural filters, cleansing water 
of silt and other cont.aminants 

prior to discharging into surface 
or ground water reservoirs. For 
these and other reasons, wetland 
protection and restoration efforts 
have received wide public 
support. 

Sign-up for the program 
continues through 1995. For 
more information, landowners 
in Des Moines County should 
contact the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office in 

\ 

tum for a payment of fair-market 
value of the _property. 

. West Burlington at (3~9) 75~221 
or contact the NRCS office in 
your respective oounty. 

\. 

. TRENT KUNTZ of Oakville 
has been chosen as the recipient lf 
of the Des Moines County Soil . 
and WaterConservationDist~ictlli' 
scholarship in conjunction with 
the Iowa Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners Auxiliary 
scholarship. Kuntz was chosen 
from the applications received 
from seniors throughout the 
county. His application was 
submitted for · regional 
competition, and, if selected at 
that level, will be in the state 
competition. He · attends 
Mediapolis High School and is 
the son of Robert and Edra Kuntz. 

Danville farmer 
honored for 
conservation efforts 

Charles Nealey of Danville 
has been named Iowa's Soil and 
Water Conservation District and 
Iowa Department of Agriculture· 
and Land Stewardship award 
winner for Region 9. He has one 

Sept.30attheDesMoinesCounty 
Soil &: Water Conservation 
District office, 1104 Derek 
Lincoln Drive, West BurlingtQn. :-G 
This award is presented to a Des tjY 
Moines County property owner Q) 
who has shown oommittment to ~ 
the environment th;ough \J 
conservation practices. The (\ · 
award is named for Gary{V 
Wagner, former chairman for the (\ 

District and an achve ,\ 

of nine farming operations 
honored this fall by. the Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation for 
outstanding efforts in using soil 
and water conservation practices 
that protect the ·environment. 
Winners were recognized at the 
Sept. 8 annual meeting of the 
SWCD district commissioners. 

Nealey farms 357 acres in Des 
Moines County and uses 
conservation tillage on 230 acres. 
He has hosted several no-till 
tours on his farm. In addition to 
his tillage practices, Nealey has 
5.7 acres.of contour farming, on~ 
acre of grassed waterways, one 
acre of field borde~, two acres of 
wildlife habitat and a one acre 
pond. Nealey also uses 11.7 acres 
of pasture planning. 
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L&:G Forestry,· and received 
many awards for his 
conservation efforts. The 
recipient will be chosen Oct. 31. 
For information, call 753-6221. 
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• Comm·on concerns: 
Members of rural 
organizations want 
education and better 
understanding of 

primarily for farmers. He 
strongly backs a plan to create 
an urban conserVationist posi­
tion, a proposal that originated 
with County Conservation Direc­
tor Jeff Bergman. 

"A majority of our farmers are 
the bes.t land-use managers 

issues. , there are," Bergman said. 
"Their livelihood depends on 

By Crtss Wilson it," ISU Extension's Jim Jensen, 
The Hawk Eye another group member, said. 

While farmers carefully prac-
Hooked together by their con- tice conservation practice, sev-

viction that there needs to be a. eral group members cited recent 
better bridge between rural and in-town construction projects 
urban Des Moines County, a that created soil runoff and 
group of representatives from flooding problems. 
area agencies is looking for a "There's a lot of bad planning 
way to ease agriculture's image being made and , it just takes 
problem in----'--------,-----'---- awareness," 

to~we need "More herbicides and ~;~~~e s~i:t 
some sort of pesticides are used aware of what 
education pro- acre-for-acre In the happens when 
gram out you build a 
there," said Ron city than there are parking lot or 
Snyder, coordi- on the fann." · when you build 
nator of Geode a home. The 
RC&D, a non- · runoff qua-
p 11 0 fit a g r i- -Sharon Kauffman druples." , 
cui ture plan- county naturalist N o n -fa r m 
ning group -------------dwellers have 
based in Burl- assumed that 
ington. the agriculture 

Snyder joined representatives community is creating the soil­
of the county1 Conservation De- loss proble~, group members 
partment, Extension office and a said. There's also an assumption 
handful of local USDA agencies that herbicides and pesticiqes 
in a yet-unnamed and still- used for farming are creating 
forming committee. environmental hazards. 

Just what form that program "More herbicides and pesti-
will taken, and. who will be in- cides are used acre-for-acre in 
volved, is an idea still in its first the city than there are on the 
draft. A key element will un- farm," Kaufmann said. 
doubtedly be conservation. Finding a way to relate those 

Soil conservation practices are numbers and create an aware­
something that city dwellers sel- ness of community conservation 
dom consider. But acre for acre, needs is a goal. 
more soil is lost due to poor "Certainly it . would reduce 
urban planning than from farm- some of the tension between the 
ing mismanagement, . according ag and non-ag communities," 
to figures gathered by County Kaufmann said. 
Naturalist Sharon Kaufmann, It could also conceivably lead 
another member of the planning to better water quality' im­
group. proved conservation practices, 

"Land use policy needs input higher property values and . a 
from everyone," said Mike Le- long-term land-use plan. 
witke, director of the county's How this will be done will be 
Natural Resources Conservation the topic of discussion at the 
Service, a USDA agency. next gathering. Plans to contact 

Lewitke's position includes other agencies interested in the 
devising SOil COnServation planS, projeC~ are under Way, I 
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Nominees sought: for Wagnet aw3:td ;':~~·~·::~~~~:~~f 
The Hawk Eye sonal conservation· efforts and Winners of the award -will re-

Noniinations are being sought" land ethic, and to e;ncourage oth- ceive $250 to be used for conser-
for the new Gary Wagner Land· ers to follow his example: ..... vation or enhancement of Des 
Stewardship Award, named in · The Gary Wagner Land Stew- "Moines County's·environment. 
honor of former chairman of the ardship Award is · an~~w.IDual To be eligible, nominees must 
Des Moines County Soil · arid award presented .. by ~thff~ Des own property in Des Moines 
Water Conservation District and · Moines County Soil -,~d Water County and show dedication and 
an active conservationist. : .. ,, . . CoJ?-serv~tion . Board; ·with . the commitment tO cons~rv~t~on- and 

1 . Wagner, who ~~c!-.in setemb~r : c~per~tiOn of th~ Des Momes the envir9nme.:r:tt• ·:~~~~~-'~r; '::-'"f_.:f ·:!!'>:f :~ .I 
1994 owned· Prm.ne· Grass: Un- -~ C<!unW.. Con~ervatiOn Board and · FQi~~; Jti9i.e/Wormati{)n~~"la6out ... 
limi~d and L&G ForestrY," and ··· the. Des Mome~ County Conser- the nomiri_atiort' process, contact 
received numerous awards for vabon Founda~IOn: . the Des· Moines_ County-Soil and 
his conservation efforts. . The award ·lS given 19 people -y..r ater ConserV-ation -District of- . 

Wagner's . family and friends who c • • demons~rate ·.a perso~al fice at l104 J. Derek ; .. Lincoln 
established an endowment in his commitment to the protec~IOn Drive, west' B~lingwD; . or call 
memory to recogruz· e his per- and enhancement of _Des Mou;t~s< t (319:-. 753-6221_.· ... ~--··~ 

County's natural enVIronment.-. . ~- ,: . / . :·'. ,_ -~~::;.;.-............ ....,..~-

The WAGNER LAND 
STEWARDSHIP AWARD 
nominations will be accepted 
through Sept. 30 by the Des . 
Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, Des 
Moines County Conservation 
Board, ·and Partners of 
Conservation Foundation. The 
award, named in honor _of Gary 
Wagfier, is presented annually io· 
an individual demonstrating a 
personal commitment to the 
protection and enhancement of 
the · County's natural 
environment. It consists of a 
plaque and $250 to be used for 
conservation projects. Two 
letters of reCommendation are 
required for each nolninee. For 
more information about-the 
nomination proce~ contact the 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District office at 753-6221. 

Cl~an water and, · ~ 
sot I, everyone's job 1.\-d 

UUackyard Stewardship" is 
the theme of the 1997 Soil and 
Water Stewardship Week 
observance, April27 to May 4. 
The theme focuses on the 
responsibility of all citizens to 
take care of the immediate 
suJTOundings where they live. 
Sound conservation practices in 
our own backyard not only set a 
good example for our neighbors, 
but collectively do much toward 
meeting our national 
conservation goals. 

To enc~urage beneficial 
con-servatiOn practices in 
backyards, the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is invited 
interested individuals and 

organizations to join with the 
National Association of 
Conservation · Districts in 
celebrating the annual 
observance. 

If each person improves their 
yard just a little, the whole world 
gets better. You can save water 
and soil, prevent pollution, and 
make a home for plants and 
animals. make it your mission 
because the whole world is your 
backyard. 

For educational material or 
infOrmation about conservation 
practices that can benefit your 
backyard,contact the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 319/753-
6221. 

Winners ,at Ag Expo R\tPD~~~,1 

.. • I • • • I I .... ..... .... 
.. . -... 

··~· ..... ..... 
... ., .. 

• •• 
..... 
.... ....... 

• "' • • • • -. I .. 

. . ... 
• Ill ..... 

ir .... .... - .... 

.. " .. ...... 
• ,.,. 1 r if ... ~ . ~. 

. ' " .... 
• I • • • ...... .... ,. ........ ......... 

. ... . . . .. 
I ~ ••• ........... 
.... 4" ... 

• • • .-,..,..I' .... ' .. 
• • r,,. ... 

•• •• ..... ..... 
-....... .. 

• o • -I •. ·-

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District sponsored · a booth at · Ag Expo '98 at 
Soulheastem Community College on Septem~r 2. 

DES MOINES COUNTY 
Soil & Water Conservation 
Districts announces its new ­
Conservation Products Catalog 
program. The brochure features 
a ·variety of conservation items. 
Call the District office at 753-
6221 to-obtain the free brochure. 

• . . .... It··· 
Winners of the door prizes were Sandi Gass, 

Burlington, birdhouse; Dan Wiele, Bur~ington, toy 
train; and Curtis Coppcs, Yarmouth, toy tram. 

The birdhouse given away was donated by For Our 
Birds in Burlington. 
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Local tarmers 
honored with 
conservation 
award 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners have selected 
three local farmers as District 
winners for the Iowa Soil 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Randall Reeser, Burlington, 
was selected as the local winner 
in Division III. This. division is 
for any fanrier who became a 
new soil conservation district 
cooperator after January 1,'1996. 
Reeser became a new ~perator 
after constructing terraces. 

Dwight Stucker, Danville, 
and Broadview Farms (J.D. 
Stucker), Danville, were selected 
as winners in Division I. This 
division is for owner-operated 
farms on which the owner­
operator has established and 
maintained the most complete 
conservation program. This · 
division includes farms operated . 
by a member of the owner's 
family. 

The Stuckers were also 
selected as the overall district 
winner to represent the District 
in regional competition. The 
District was recently notified that 
Dwight and J.D. Stucker were 
selected as regional winner for 
Region 9. The judging at regional 
level was based on land 
adequately treated, conservation 
practices accomplished, 
community service, and general 
farm husbandry. 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
will honor Randall Reeser 
Dwight StucJcer, and Broad vie~ 
Farms at the"Ag Day to be held at 
Southeastern Community 
College in West Burlington on 
September 10. A short program 
will be held at 1:00 p.m . 

.,.~ .. Jl t • • • 
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·Farmers honoted with conservation awards 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District 
commissioners have selected three local farmers as District winners for 
the Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program. 

Randa11 Reeser, Burlington, was selected as the local winner in 
Division III. This division is for any farmer who became a new soH 
conservation district cooperator after January 1, 1996. Randall became a 
new cooperator after constructing terraces. 

Dwight Stucker, Danville, and Broadview Farms (JD Stucker), 
~anville, were s~leGted as winners in Division I. This division is for 
owner-operated farms on which the owner:-operator has established and 
maintained the most complete conservation program. This division 
includes farms oprated by a member of the owner's family. · 

Stuckers were also selected as the overall district winner to represent 
.the District in regional competition. The District wa8 recently notified that 
~wight and JD were selected as the regional winner for Region 9. The 
judging at regional level was based on land ·adequately tr.eated, 
:eonservation practices accomplished, community service, and gen,eral 
farm husbandry. 
· ·The Des Moines Ccmnty Soil and Water Conservation District will 
honor Randall Reeser, Dwight Stucker, and Broadview Farms at the Ag 
Day to be .held -at Southeastern Community College in West Burlingotn 
on Sept. 10. A short program will be held at 1 p.m. 

Lundy wins Watershed Award 
Burlington High School science teacher Sherman 

Lundy will receive the IowaWatershed Achievement 
award in a Sept. 3 ceremony in Des Moines. Sponsored 
by the Conservation Districts of Iowa and -the State Soil 
Conservation Committee, the award recognizes 
individuals who make significant contributions to the 
·solutions of resource conservation problems. 

As.a member of the Flint Creek Advisory Committee, 
Lundy is a key figure in efforts to clean up the creek. 
His Af Chemistry students are involved in testing Flint 
Crek's water for pollutants, and Lundy .assists the Des · 
Moines County Conservation Board and the Natural 
Resources Conseervation Service in planning riparian 
buffer zones along the creek. He also works with the 
Iowa Rivers Project, the Missouri/Mississippi River 
Monitoring Project, and is president of the Des Moines 
County chapter of Trees Forever. Lundy is a past 
chairman of the Des Moines .County Conse ~ation 
Board. 

Lundy and Jeff Bergman, director of the Des ines 
County Conservation Board, will travel to Des M ines 
on Sept. 3 to accept the a warda at the annual confer nee 
of the eonservation· Districts of Iowa. 
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The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners have selected I 

five local farmers as District 
winners for the Iowa S.oil 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Linkin Estates LLC (Rodney 
Linkin) ,of. New London was 
selected as the winner in 
Division ill. This division is for 
any farmer who became a new 
soil conservation district 
cooperator after January 1, 1997. 

C.B. Nelson Farms, Ltd. of 
Middletown and Metairie Ltd. 
(Stan Nelson) of Middletown 
were selected as winners in 
Division I. This division is for 
owner-operated farms on which 
the owner-operator has 
established and maintained the 
most complete 'conservation 
program. This division includes 

-,r 
A MESSAGE TO 

EVERY IOWA 
FARMER 

We don't know your plans for 
your com and soybean fields this 
fall after harvest. But we think 
it's go~d business for ev~ry 
farmer to think through the 
reasons for the actions you take 
on the farm, this fall or anytime. 

That includes the reasons for 
tilling in the fall. It's very 
difficult to find good reasons­
economic or otherwise--to till 
soybean ground, for instance. 
And studic;:s show crop systems 
that m*e use of heavy residues 
to hold soil and farm inputs in 
place also are among the most 
profitable. · 

So, if this fall happens to be 
an open one, and you have the 
opportunity to till your land, we 
just ask that your think it 
through, to be sure you are tilling 
for a good reason. We know 
there are good reasons for not 
tilling this fall, such as keeping 
your options open for next 
spring, and protecting soil and 

farms operated by a member o( 
the owner's family. 

Vrrgil Massner of Mediapolis 
and Licko Inc. (Mike Licko) of 
Mediapolis were selected as 
winners in Division II. This 
division is for tenant operated 
farms on which the .best 
conservation program has been 
established· and maintained by 
the tenant and landlord. 

•••••••••• •••••••••• .......... .......... Moines County Soil & Water .c .. • • • .... 

Conservation District, Des • 
111 

• ••"• .. ...... .... 
Moines County Conservation • • ', ... .. 
Board, and Partners of ••"'•• ... • 
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Wagner, is presented annually to ,_ 9 
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personal commitment to the • ••MM 
protection and enhancement of 
the County's natural I • 

• • .... •• • environmenL I& consists of a Virgin Massner and Licko 
Inc. were also selected as the 
overall district winner to 
represent the District .in regional 
competition. 
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- The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
will honor these farmers at the 
Ag Expo to be held at 
Southeastern Community 
College in West Burlington on 
September 2. 

water resources. 
H you're one of the thousands 

. of Iowa farmers using a sound 
crop residue .management 
system, we hope you will 
encourage others to adopt 
similar practices. Before you 
decide whether you need to do 
any til~age this fall, we ask you 
to Consider soil conservation and 
economics . as part of that · 
decision. 

Dan Bruene, Conservation 
· Districts of Iowa 

Doug Lindgren,· American 
Soybean ·Association 

Roy Bardole, American 
Soybean Association 
· Larry Kay, Iowa Corn 

Growet.:5 Association 
Ed Weiderstein, Iowa Farm 

Bureau Federation 
Leroy Brown, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service 
Jim Gulliford, Division of 

Soil Conservation, Iowa Dept of 
Ag & Land Stewardship 

Diane Thompson, State Soil 
Conservation Committee 

Wendy Wintersteen, 
Extension Service, Iowa State 
University 

required for each nominee. For 
more inf~rmation about the 
n~on process, contact the 
S~)IJ .and Water Conservation 
District office at 753-6221.,.'11_ 

............. till' ................ 

The WAGNER LAND 
STEWARDSHIP AWARD 
nominations will be accepted 
through Sept. 30 by the Des 
Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, Des 
Moines County Conservation 
Board, and Partners of · 
Conservation Foundation. The 
award, named in honor of Gary 
Wagner, is presented annually to 
an individual demonstrating .a 
personal commitment to the 
protection and enhancement of 
the County's natural 
environment. It consists of a 
plaque and $250 to be -used for 
conservation projects. Two 
letters of recommendation are 
required for each nominee. For 
more informat~on about the 
nomination process, contact the 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District office at 753-6221. 
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TRI·STATE AGRICULTURAL 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION '95·'96 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

The Tri-State Agriculture Education Foundation is pleased to announce the 1996 agriculture 
·scholarship winners. The foundation assists students enrolling in the Southeastern Community 
College Agriculture Programs. $500 to $600 scholarships were available to each student. 

. . 

Jeff Burgus (right) Tri-State Foundation Treasurer is shown presenting scholarship check to (left to 
right) Robert Mohr, Brian Brown, Kara Russell, Tammy Vorwerk, Greg Link, Eric Higdon, Clayton 
Neubauer. 

We wish to thank the_ following organizatio11:s that have made substantial contributions toward 
this year's scholarships: · 

. . 
•Des Moines County Farm Bureau •Don Nelson. Memorial 
· • .Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District 

. •Bank of Stronghurst •Quema Seed •Raritan Bank •Twomey's, Inc. 

For information on receiving or giving a scholarship, contact Arlvn Musselman at 1·800·828·7322 or 752·2731 ext. 153 · 
. --



PUnt Creek Study: 101 was underway in the West Burlington High School science lab as 
itudents showed memben of the Flint Creek Advisory Committee how to test water quality. 
Students who helped with the November 2 demonstration were: Julie Bernhart, Nathan West, 
Jeremy Crowner, Andy Crowner, Justin Newberry, )esse McCormick, Emily Rothlauf, Darren 
Miller, and Renee Paull. After the lab session, Science teacher Tami Plein answered questions for 
committee memben. · 

As part of the NRiven Project," W .B.H.S. students have conducted monthly tests on the creek 
water for a year, gathering fads on nitrates, ammonia, pH, dissolved oxygen, chlorine, phosphates, 
and fecal coliform. Their data and the research of a Burlington High School science class, will be · 
combine~ to help determi~e the source of Flint Creek's contamination. 

SHERMAN LUNDY, 
Burlington High School science 
teacher, will receive the Iowa 
Watershed Achievement Award 
in · a Sept. 3 ceremony in Des 
Moines. As a member of the 
Flint Creek Advisory 
Committee, Lundy is a key 
figure in efforts to clean ul? the 
creek. His AP Chemistry 
. students are involved in testing 
at Flint Creek water for 
pollutants. Lundy also assists 
the Des . Moines County 
Conservation Board and the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service in planning riparian 
buffer zones along the creek. He 
has worked with the Iowa River 
Project, and . Missouri/ 
Mississippi River Monitoring 

_ Project, is president. of the Des 
. Moines County Chapter of Trees 

Forever, and is past president of 
the Des Moines County 
Conservation Board. The award, 
sponsored by the Conservation 
Districts of Iowa and the State 
Soil Conservation Committee, 
recognizes individuals who 
make significant contributions to 
the solutions of resource · 

1 conservation problems~ 

{Nominations open for Wagner 
~Land StewaRdship Award 
, Nominations are being accepted until Sept. 30 for the 
Gary Wagner Land Stewardship Aw~d, presented 

nnually to an individual demonstratmg a personal 
. commitment to the protection and enhancement of Des 
~Moines County's natural ynvironment. The award, 
:consisting qf a plaque and $250 to be used . for 
~·conservation projects, is sponsored b~ the J?es. Momes 
County Soil and Water Conservation Dtstnct, Des 
Moines County Conservation Board, and Partners for 

·Conservation Foundation. . . 
! Named in honor of Gary Wagner to recogmze hts 
tpersonal conservation efforts and land ethic, the award 
h·as several eligibility criteria. Nominees must own 
property in Des Moines county, must.show a lon~-term a commitment to conservation and envtronmentaltssues, 

N ~and will be chosen for their personal accomplishments, 
~ . not their' professional work. Deceased individuals 
v- .cannot be considered. . 

: Harold Linder of Sperry won the first Wagner Award 
in 1997. Linder was honored for his volunteer work at 

· Starr's Cave Nature Center, efforts to improve the 
~varieties of apples in his orchards, and improv~ng 
,wildlife habitat and hunting on- his property by plantmg 

~ ;native grasses and trees. . · 
~ '" Two letters of recommendation are required f?r ~ch , E :OQminee. For more info~mation on the nommat~on 

p~-,ocess , contact the Sml and Water Con~ervatt~n 
iDistrict office at 319-753-6221. The award wmner wtll 
he selected by Oct. 31 by representatives of the Wagner 
lamily and the three sponsors. ' . 



Jenny Watlerich, Carrie Mittelstedter, Jenn Dumas, and Carolyn 
Day putlhe ~dage, "an, ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure," ~ to work near Flint Creek this weekend. They and other 
volunteers planted a riparian string al~ng the creek on Randy 
Higdon's land in upper Des ~ Moine~ County. The line of 200 
sampling oak and walnut trees will help deter erosion and soak up 
fertilizers and other polluting solvents that would otherwise wash 
into the stream. Among those helping for the day were members 
of Cub Scout Pack 85, Burlington High School Ecology Club and 
Scien,c~ students, County Conservation Department, Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, and volunteers from throughout 
the area. ~ 
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Birds in Burl~nated by For Out 

mgton. 

nay earns state 
:conservation award 
1.! 
iThe Hawk Eye 

~- Sherm Lundy, a Burlington High 
hool scie.nce ·instructor who has 
n instrumental in proDaoting 

. dy of Flint Creek water quality, 
as received the Iowa Watershed 

;:AQrieveDaent Award presented by 
he Division of Soil Conservation. 

The· award was presented Thurs­
:Mlay during a cereDaony in Des 

oines. 
' The'purpose ofthe award is to rec­
!io~ize an individual who has Daade 
· igmficant contributions to the solu­

i(>n of resources <;onservation prob­
ems through a watershed approach. 

15 
Lundy has served on the · Flmt 

~reek advi$ory cmiunittee and has 
haired the testing co~ittee. 

He was one of the volunteers who 
elped take water saDaples, and has 
ncouraged the iDapleDaentation of 
·pari an projects along the creek to 
educe the flow of contaDainants into 
he streaDa. · 
'In addition to his work with the 
· t Creek Watershed project, 

~undy. is active in the Iowa Rivers 
:Project, the · Missouri-Mississippi 
-River Monitoring Project, Des 

foines County 1rees Foreve~ the 
owa EnvironDaental Council Water 

av.Ionitoring Project, Global Rivers 
nvironDaental Education Network, 
es Moines County Planning and 
~ning Board and Des Moines Coun-
;tj Conservation Board. 
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Pastures lost . 

Local farmers honored 
with con.servation awards 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Commissioners have selected five local farmers 
as District winners for the Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program. 

Linkin Estes LLC (Rodney Linkin), New London, 
was selected as the winner in Division III. This division 
is for any farmer who became a new soil conservation 
district cooperator after Jan. 1, 1997. 

C B Nelson Farms Ltd, Middletown, and Metairie 
Ltd (Stan Nelson), Middletown, were selected as 
winners in Division I. This division is for · owner-' 
operated farms on which the owner-operator has 
established and maintained the most complete 
conservation program. This division includes farms 
operated by a 'member of the owner's family._ 

Virgil Massner, Mediapolis, and Licko Inc (Mick 
L.icko), Mediapolis, were sele~ted as winners in 
Division II. This division is for tenant operated farms 
on which the best conservation program has been 
established and maintained by the tenant and the 
landlord·. 

Virgil Massner and Licko Inc were also selected as 
the overall district winner to represent the District in 
regional competition. 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District will honor these farmers at the ag expo to be 
held at Southeastern Community College in West 
Burlington on Sept. 2. 

PATRICIA RONSON of 

Sperry has been chosen as the ­
recipient of a scholarship 
sponsored -by the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District in 
conjunction with the 
Conservation Districts of Iowa 
(CDI) and CDI Auxiliary. 
Ronson was chosen from the 
applications received from 
seniors throughout the county. 
She attends Mediapolis High 
School, and is the daughter ot1 
Kirk and Pamela Ronson. 



......... ~······· .. ··· ............. . 
Two Des Moines County Soil & Water 
Commissioners to be elected 
Are you interested in having a 

positive impact on Des Moines 
County and Iowa's land and peo­
ple? If so, you should consider be­
coming a commissioner for the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation Distric;t. 

Commissioners are voluntary 
promoters in our county who help 
guide soil and water conservation 
programs by establishing conserva-

tion priorities and working with 
partners to increase awareness and 
education of natural resource pro­
tection. 

The Des Moines County SWCD 
will have two seats open on the 
1998 general election ballot. The 
terms of Jeff Bergman, Union 
Township, and Frank Hedges, 
Huron Township, will expire Jan­
uary 4, 1999. 

Making ~ differen~e 
for our environment 

Are you interested in having 
a positive impact on Des Moines 
County and Iowa's land and 
people? If so, you should 
consider becoming a 
commissioner for the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

Commissioners are voluntary 
promoters in our county who 

for office at this time. 
Prospective candiwites mus 

file nomination petitions in th 
same manner as for other elective 
positions. These petitions mus~ 

be signed by 25 eligible electors' 
and filed with the County Auditor 
no later than 5:00p.m. on August 
26,1998. 

' help guide soil and water 
conservation programs by 
establishing conservation 
priorities and working with 
partners to increase awareness 
and education of natural resource 
protection. 

·For more infonnation,contact 
the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation office at 
319n53-622L 

••• 

The Des Moines County 
SWCD will have two seats operi 
on the 1998 general election 
ballot. The terms of Jeff 
BergmanofUnionTownshipand 
Frank Hedges of Huron 
Township will expire January 4, 
1999. 

Any qualified elector residing 
in Des Moines Cdunty is eligible 
fortheoffice. However,nop 10re 
than one commissioner may be a 
resident of any one township. 
Incumbent commissioners are 
Don Lounsbury of Pleasant 
Grove Township, Myranell · 
Dockendorff of Danville 
Township, and Laura Wagner­
Ertz of Burlington Township. 
Therefore, residents of these 
townships ~ould not be eligible 

Any qualified elector residing in 
Des Moines County is eligible for 
the office. However, no more than 
one commissioner may be a resi­
dent of any one township. Incum­
bent commissioners are Don 
Lounsbury, Pleasant Grove Town­
ship; Myranell Dockendorff, 
Danville Township; and Laura 
Wagner-Ertz, Burlington Town­
shin: therefore. resict~nt.s of these 

Continued on page 3A 
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Gary Wacner Memorial Award 

Maples honored for land stewardship 
The Des Moines County Soil 

and Water Conservation Distnct, 
with the assistance of the Des 
Moines County Conservation 

· Board and Partners fo~ 
Conservation Foundation, is 
happy to announce that Richard 
and Carolyn Mapel of Danville 
have been chosen as the 
recipients of the annual Gary 
Wagner Land Stewardship 
Award. 

The Mapels are dedicated 
land stewards. They have 
established· prairies on CRP 
acres and developed_ wildflower, 
native grass planting strips along 
Hwy. 79. A small tree plantation 
was established in a one acre 
comer. A pond was constructed 

by the prairies and includes duck 
and goose nesting structures. 

Richard and Carolyn Mapel 
are . also very _ active in 
conservation education.They 
regularly host filed trips of their 
prairie areas and the wildflower 
planting by the highway was 

· specifically put there to educate 
passing motorists. 

The Mapels will ·receive a 
$250.000 cash award to be used 
for a conservation or 
.en.hanceinent project and a 
plaque recognizing their efforts. 
These will be presented to the 
couple at a later date. 

The Gary Wagner Land 
Stewa.rdship Award was 
developed by family and friends 

-~ -

. Schol-rship offered 
The.Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 

District is offering a scholarship to a local senior for . 
their first year of college while pursuing a career in any 
field of ~griculture or natural resources. . . 

Application packets are available at high sc~ool 
guidance counselor offices or call the Des Momes 
County Soil and Water Conservation District at 319-

753-6221. 

Cost-s-hare availabie -for Yellow 
;Spring ·water·shed landowners 
__ 'fhe usDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
has announced a sign-up period 
?f Ap~il f9~3Q for-landowners in 
Des' Moines ... County located in 
Yellow Springs watershed who 
·~arif to apply for cost:share 
funds from the· 'Environni~ntill 

"Qual,ity Incentive Program 
(EQIP). .. . :. - · · 

EQIP is a federally f~nded 
program that offers cost-share 
for installing conserval:fon 
practices. The priorities f~r 
1999 will be conversion .of 

cropland to pasture/hay land, soil 
erosion structures, wildl'ife/ 

' wetland developments, no-till, 
and waste storage facilities. . .. 

· _ Y~n.o·w Springs water~hed 
~ncompasses certain sections .of 
Ben_ton:, Tama, Franklin, a~d 
·yenow Springs Township~ i.n 
Des ~oines County. 

Landowners interested in. the 
program should sign-up at the 

. ~~~!lral Resources Conservation 
·~ ·:. Service. If you have questio~s, 

call the NRCS office at 319-753-
6221. . . 

of-Gary to honor his memory 
and recognize his personal 
conservation efforts and to 
encourage others to follow his 
example. The award is given to 
individuals demonstrating a 
personal commitment to the 
protection and enhancement of 
Des Moines County's natural 
environment. 

To be eligible for the award, 
a nominee must own property in 
Des Moines County, show long­
term dedication and 
commitment to conservation and 
environment in the area of 
wetlands, woodlands, wildlife, 
prairies, conservation 
awareness/education, and 
farming practices, and show 
commitment to conservation/ 
environment through personal 
accomplishments, . not 
professional work. 

For more information about 
the nomination process, please 
call the Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
office at 7 53-6221. 

. ... ... . . ....•.....•.........•.•• , 



Soil & Water Stewardship 

Caring for our world 
Just about everyone enjoys 

seeing wildlife in their backyard 
or in the countryside. Organizers 

_ of this year's Soil and Water 
Stewardship Week observance 
are hoping that their "Wonders 
of Wildlife" theme will attract 
interest from the public and.that 
individuals and families will take 
the time to apply basic 
conservation practices that will 
benefit the animals and birds that 
are their neighbors, wherever 
they live. 

To encourage backyard 
wildlife habitat improvements, 
the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation district 
invites everyone to cele~rate Soil 
and Water Stewardship Week, 
April26 to May 3, 1998, and to 
learn more about ways you can 
improve wildlife habitat in your 
backyard and neighborhood. 

J .B. Martin, District 
Conservation Conservationist 
for the County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, said 
"Backyard wildlife 
improvements can be as simple 
as placing a peanut butter filled 
pine cone in a tree for birds to a 
project as complicated as 
installing a wetland or small pond 
to attract other species of 
wildlife." 

To learn more about 
conservation practices that 
benefit wildlife, contact the Des 
Moines County Soil and water 
Conservation District durin~ 

business hours at the NRCS 
office, 1104 Derek Lincoln, 
Drive, West Burlington, phone 
753-6221. 

Student takes studies outdoors 

On May 21, West Burlington High School Biology student 
established an animal friendly habitat and outdoor classroom along 
the school's south wall. The project was sponsored by the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water Conservation Commission and 
supervised by Science instructor Ann Schach. The class studied 
plant types appropriate to the soil and climate zone, developed 
the landscaping plan, and planted 25 shrubs .and trees in the site. 
In addition to beautifying the school and creating a botanical 
studies area. the trees will eventually help reduce energy bills by 
blocking the sun from the science classroom. 
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Celebrating ,,­
·{\ 

conservation ~ .. 
with creativity 

"Conservation Milestones at 
the Millennium," a cam~aign 
highlighting ten major 
conservation achievements on 
private lands, is well underway 
in Iowa. To celebrate, an art 
contest has been launched to put 
the spotlight on farm 
conservatio!l and the beauty it 
adds to our lives. Entries are 
being sought from youngsters 
through adults in a wide variety 
of creative forms from poetry to 
photography, from sculpture to 
music. 

The "Conservation 
Milestones" program involves 
resource improvements made 
with $100 million of state cost 
share funds, matched dollar for 
dollar by landowners. The 
campaign sponsors are 
coordinating with the Iowa Arts · 
Council and five local arts 
councils around the state to 
cosponsor the art contest. 

The contest is entitled "A 
Conservation Farm is a Thing of 
Beauty." Participants are 
encouraged to create original art 
that honors the beauty of 
conservation farms : The art 
forms can be poetry, 
photography, video, sculpt~re, 
music, or some other creattve 
endeavor. 

There are three categories for 
the competition. These include: 
pre-kindergarten through 8th 
grade; 9th grade through adul~; 
and professional. One semt­
tinalist will be selected in each 
category per region . Iowa is 
divided into five regions. 

Entries are due at the Art 
Guild of Burlington by 4:00p.m. 
Friday, July 16. Interested 
persons are asked to contact 
Jamie at the Natural Resource . 
Conservation Service office at 
753-6221 for an entry form and 
more information. 

• a ~ e • I • 

April 25 to May l 
Celebrate 
Soil & Water. 
Stewardship 
Week 

As. we close out the twentieth 
century, we must think about 
what we are passing onto future 
generations, say organizers of 
the 1999 Soil and Water 

j Stewardship Week. Everyone. is 
encouraged to join in this spectal 
observance, set for April 25 to 
May2. 

The even theme, "In The 
Children's Hands," reminds us 
that children of the new century 
will need both roots and 
wings-roots anchored in the 
legacy of sound natur.al 
conservation and wings to strike 
out, to innovate and make the 
world a better place to live. 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
is invited youth leaders and 
parents to . take time to help 
young people better understand 
their role in caring for the natural 
resources of our environment. A · 
national Backyard Conservation 
Program offers ideas and 
activities that' will help families 
involve children in meaningful 

• activities in their own backyard. 
J.B. Martin, District 

Conservationist of the Des 
Moines County SWCD, noted 
that children's activities need to 
be easy and fun to maintain their 
attention. He recommended 
activities as simple.as placing an 
old broken pot out for a toad 
house, or as complicated as 
constructing a mini-wetland in 
the backyard. The important 
thing, Martin concluded, is to 
give children a meanin'gful 
opportunity to do something 
positive for the environment that . 
will have a lasting impression on 
their minds. 

To learn more about 
conservation practices and 
activities that benefit children, 
contact the Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District at 3191753-6221. 

JENNIFER DUMAS of 
Burlington has been chosen as 
the recipient of a schqlarships 
sponsored by the D~s Mo~nes ·_ 
County · Soil and Wilter · 
Consen;ation District in 
conjunction · with .the 

Conservation Districts of Iowa 
(CDI) and CDI Aux.iliary . . 
Dumas was chosen from the 
applications received from 
seniors throughout the county. 
She is a senior at Burlington 
High School and the daughter of 
William and Sheri Dumas. 

\\0 
Ag r_;~~u 

~ 
Upda~es . 

NOMINATIONS will be 
accepted through Sept. 30 for the 
Wagner Land Stewardship 
Award. This award is presented 
annually to an individual-who · 
demonstrates a commitment to · 
Des Moines County's natural 
e!lvironment. The award, 
consisting of a plaque and $250 
·to be used for conservation 
projects, is sponsored by the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Des 
Moines .. County Conservation 
Board, and Partners . for · 
Conservation Foundation. It is 
given to a local landowner ~ho 
has shown long term dedication 
and commitment to conservation 
and the environment in the areas 
of wetlands, woodlands, 
wildlife, prairies, conservation 
awarenss/educaton, and farming 
practices, and shows 
commitment to conservation and 
environment. For more 
information on the nomination 

· proces~, call 3 I 9-753-6~2 I. 
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·Sign up for USDA 
....•...•.. ,., .•.••............ ···········~·~·· 

. environmental quality 
improVement cost share 

The USDA has announced a 
sign-up period of January 25 
through February 5 for 
landowners who want to apply 
for cost-share funds from the 
Environmental Quality 
Improvement Program (EQIP). 

EQIP offers cost~share for 
. installing conservation practices .. 

The three statewide resource 
concerns for 1999 will be . 1) 
livestock manure management 
and grazing lands, 2) soil 
erosion, and 3) priority lakes, 
municipal water supply 
impoundments and lands , 

agricultural drainage wells ~nd 
DNR:_ priofity cold water 
streams. I 

In Des Moines County, farms 
located in Yellow Spring 
Watershed will not be eligible· 
for the statewide sign-up. There 
will be another sign-up at a later 
date for landowners in Yellow 
Spring Watershed. 

If interested, please sign-up 
at the Farm Service Agency or 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. If you have any 
questions, call FSA at 752-6432 
or NRCS at 753-6221. 

Local farmers ltono~e~ ne~W 
for conservation · 001~~11 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners have selected 
five local farmers as District 
winners for the 1999 Iowa Soil 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Steve Coates, Mediapolis, 
was chosen as the wi nner· in 
Division III for becoming a new 
soil co ns ervation district 
cooperator after January 1, 1998. 
He was selected based on tree 
plantings he is completing on his 
ground in Huron Township. 

Everett Toft and Dwayne 
Wright, both of New London, 
were chosen as winne rs in 
Division ((. This division is for 
tenant operated farms on which 
the best conservation program 
has been established and 
maintained by the tenant and 
landlord. Toft and Wright were 
selected for establishing 
terraces, a farm pond, CRP, and 
farming practices to control· soil 
erosion on Toft's farm in 
Pleasant Grove Township. 

Dennis Petersen, Mediapolis, 

···~·····~••t••• 

~······················ ......••...•••..••.... , 

was named winner in Division 
I. This division is for owner­
operated farms on which the 
owne~.:-operator has established 
and· maintained the most 
complete conservation program. 
Petersen was chose because of 
his ex tensive ti mber 
management, tree plantings, and 
CRP in Benton Township. 

Peterson was also selected as 
the overall district winner to 
represent the District in regional 
competition . This district 
includes thirteen counties in 
southeast Iowa. 

Add it ionally, the District 
chose Charles Thie, Burlington, 
as a local winner of the 
Woodland Owner of the Year 
Award. His name was submitted 
for consideration in state 
judging. Thie owns 
approximately 100 acres on 
which he has established many 
tree plantations. 

The awards will be presented 
during the Ag Expo '99 at 
Southeastern Community 
College on September 1. 

•• ,. • • • • • • • I W ... 

USDA ~-ost share 
sign-up announced 

The USDA has announced a sign-up period of Jan 25 
through Feb. 5 for landowners who want to apply. for 
cost-share funds from the Environmental Quality 
Improvement Program (EQIP). 

E~IP offers cost-share for installing conservation 
pracuce~. The thr~e statewide resource concerns for 
199~ WJJI . be . 1 ( livestock manure management . and 
graz~n¥ lands, 2) soil erosion, and 3) priority lakes 
mu_mcipal water supply impoundments and lakes' 
agncultural drainage wells and DNR priority cold wate; 
streams. 

I~ Des Moines County, farms located in Yellow 
Spnngs Watersh~ will not be eligible for the statewide 
signup. The~e will be another signup at a later date for 
land~wners m Yellow Springs watershed. 

If Interested, please sign up ,at the Farm Service 
Agency or Natural Resources Conservation Service If 
you have any questions, call FSA at 319-752-6432.~r 
NR CS at 319-7 53-6221. 

The Hawk Eye 

"Conservation ·Milestones at the 
MillenniUm,'~ a campaign highlight­
ing 10 major conservation achieve­
ments·on private lands is under way 
inidwa. . 

~ : _ Th , commemorate resource im­
provements made with $100 million 
in state cost-share funds, the mile­
stones' sponsors are assisting in an 
art contest this summer with the 
low~ Arts Council and five local arts 

.. col.Ulcils ah>und the state. 
"A Conservation Farm is a Thing 

of Beauty" contest encourages par­
' -ticipants to create original art en­

tries: The entries can be in the form 
, _of poetry, photography, video, sculp­
t ture and music. 

· The contest has three categories: 
pre-kindergarten through eighth­
grade, ninth-grade through ·adult 

I and professional. One semi-finalist 
i will be selected in each category in 

i -the state's five regions. 
s . All semi-finalist entries will be dis­

~ ~,.played in the Agricultural Building 
d~the Iowa State Fl$'. 

I. Entries are due 4 p.m. Friday, July 
0 116, at the Art Guild of Burlington. 

People interested in competing 
1 may cqntact Jamie at the Natural 
~ ,Resoutee Conservation Service office 
h-.at (319) 753-6221. . 
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Five Win ·conservatiOil~li~Onors 
The Hawk Eye 

The Des Moines County Soil and 
Water · Conservation District Com­
missioners have selected five local 
farmers as district winners for the 
1999 Iowa Soil Conservation Awards 
Program. 

Steve Coates of Mediapolis was 
chosen as the winner in Division III 
for becoming a new soil conservation 
district cooperator. He was selected 
based on tree plantings he is com­
pleting on his ground in Huron 
Thwnship. 

Everett Thft of New London and 
Dwayne Wright ofNew London were 
selected as winners in Division II. 

This division is for tenant-operated 
farms on which the best conserva­
tion program has been established 
and maintained by 1the tenant and 
the landlord. The two were selected 
for the establishment of terraces, a 
farm pond, Conservation Reserve 
Program and farming practices to 
control soil erosion on Toft's farm in 
Pleasant Grove Thwnship. 

Dennis Petersen of Mediapolis 
was selected as winner in Division I. 
This division is for owner-operated 
farms on which the owner-operator 
has established and maintained the 
most complete conservation pro­
gram. He was chosen because of his 
extensive timber management, tree 
plantings and CRP in Benton Thwn-

ship. 

Petersen also was selected as the 
overall district winner to represent 
the district in re~onal competition. 
The district's region consists of 13 
counties in southeast Iowa. 

winner of the Woodland Owner of the 
Year award. His name has been s-ub­
mitted for consideration in state 
judging. He owns approximately 100 
acres on which he has established 
many tree plantations. 

Additionally, the district chose 
Charles Thie of BUrlington as a local 

The awards will be presented dur­
ing Ag Expo '99 at Southeastern 
Community College on Sept. 1. 
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Chosen for DMC ff\tPt?""' 
Conservation Awards '{\Q»J~,o 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Commissioners have selected five local fanners 
as District winners for the 1999 Io\Ya Soil Conservation 
Awards Program. · . 

Steve Coates, Mediapolis, was chosen as the wm~er 
in Division . III for becoming a new soil conservauon 
district cooperator after January 1, 1998. ·Steve was 
selected based on tree plantings he is completing on his 
ground n Huron Township. 

Everett Toft, New London, and Dwayne Wright, New 
London, were selected as winners in Divis!on II. This 
division is for tenant operated farms on whtch the best 
conservation program has been establishd and 
maintanedby the tenant and the landlord. Toft and 
Wright were selected for the establishment of terraces, ~ 
fann pond, CRP, and fanning practices to control. sod 
erosion on Everett's farm in Pleasant Gove Township. 
~ Dennis Petersen, Mediapolis, was selected as winner 
in! :Division I. This division is for owner-operated fanns 
on which the owner-operator has established and 
maintained the most complete conservation program. 
Petersen was chosen because of his extensive timber 
management, tree plantings, and CRP in Benton 
Township~ . · · 

Dennis Petersen was also ·selected as the overall 
district winner to represent the District in regional 
competition~ T!te Di_strict's region consists of 13 
counties iil southeast Iowa. 

Additionally, the District chose Charles Thie, 
Burlington, as a local winner of the W oodlan~ Owner 
of the Year award.' Thie's name has been submitted for 
consideration in state judging. He owns approximately 
100 acres on which he has established many tree 
plantations. · 

The awards will be presented during Ag Expo '99 at 
Southeastern Community College on September 1. 

N . . . N.~ #JfJD£, '1--~~ • 
om1nat1ons open for wagner 

Lan~ ~tewardship Award · 
Nommattons, are being accepted until Sept. 30 for the 

Gary Wagner Land Stewardship Award. This award is 
presen.ted nnually' to an individual who demonstrates a 

.commttfll~nt to Des Mones County's natural environ-ment. · 

The award, con.sisting. of a plaque and $250 to be 
us~ for con~rvatton pr~Jects, is sponsored by the Des 
Momes .coun~ Soil and Water .Conservation District, 
Des Momes <?o'Pnty Conservation Board, and Partners 
for Conservation Foundation .- · . 

This award is presented to a Des Moines County 
lando~ner who has show"'n long term dedication and 
commitment to conservatron and environment in the 
are~ of wetlands, woodlands,' wildlife, prairies conser­
;~tton awaren~ss/education, and tarming pracdces, and 

ow commitment to . conservation/environment 
through personal accomplishments 'not professional 
work. , ' . 

For more i~formatjon on the nomin~~iQ~ process, 
co

3
ntact the Sod and V(ater Conservation District office 

at 19-753-6221. _:. ·~~ 
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Nealeys recognized as ~entury · ·:::.-.. 
Conservation Farm Fam1ly 
i Charles and Connie Nealey ·of Danville were se­

..A lected to ~epresent Des. ~oines County as one of Iowa's 
r~ COi1servaUon farm familieS of the century. 
• ~ ; The Nealeys are one of 78 fann families from actoss 
\\~ ~ iowa honored at the 1999 Farm Progress Show in the 
~ ?\manas on Sept. 29. They were officially recog~ized 

· in a brief ceremony at the show. They were nommat­
\\'\~ tctby the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conserva­
't' tion District for their efforts to proetct the water, air 

tmd land that will produce our food into the next mil-
iennium. . . 
.: Each conservation. family received a limited edition 
~ildlife print by· well known Iowa artist Larry Ander­
son, and jackets and certificates signed by Governor 
Thomas J. Vilsack and other state conservation leaders. 
; This recognition of Iowa's Conservation fanners caps 
ihe year-long Conservation Milestones at the Millen­
pium Campaign that honors the conservation work of 
Iowa's private landowners and the locAl, state, and · 
federal conservation agencies and organizations which 
help them. 
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NeaJeys recognized as 'Century 
Conservation Farm F~mily' ~* ·:: 

Charles and Connie Nealey Milestones at the Millennium •" • 

... 

of Danville were selected for Campaign that honors the 
. representDesMoinesCounty·as conservation work of Iowa's 

one of Iowa's copservation farm private landowners and the local, · 
families of the century. state, and federal conservation 

The NeaJeys are one of 78 agencies and organizations 
farm famiJies from across Iowa which.heJp them. · 
honored at the 1999 Farm 
Progress Show in theAmanas on. 
September 29. They were 
officially rec<;>gnized in a bri~f 
ceremony at the show. The 
DanvilJe farm family was 
nominated by the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District for their 
efforts to protect the water, air, 
and land that wiJI produce our 
food into the next millennium. 
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E~ch conservation family · 
received a limited edition 
wiJdlife print by weJJ known 
Iowa artist Larry Anderson. 
They were also presented jackets 
and certificates signed by 
Governor Thomas J. Vilsack and 

other state conservation leaders. .. •. r.·:: .~~: .. : ~ ·. ·::.::.·.~-. 
· This recognition of Iowa's , • .... - ...... ~ ••• ,.,. . 11" ... •. ~ • ... 
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Linder nominate·d 
for Hagie Award 

Harold Linder of Sperry has bee nominated for the 
Lawrence and Eula Hagie Award, . the largest 
conservation award in Iowa: 

The ·award, .given annually by the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation (INHF), recogn'izes Iowans who 
have demonstrated an o~tstahding commitment ~o. 
conservation and improvement · of. the · natural 
envirdnment. the 1999 Hagie award winner wiii receiye 
$1 ,000 and a hand-carved acorn sculpture. 

INHF is a non-profit, member-supported organization 
that protects, preserves and enhances Iowa's natural 
resourceJ for future generations. The group has 
protected over 50,000 Iowa acres in the past 20 years. 
This is their 1Oth year of presenting the Hagie Award. 

Linder's commitment to land stewardship has aided to _ 
diversity his own farm and to teach others to do ' the· 
same. ' 

An avid tree farmer, Linder works to preserve the 
natural species or orchard trees on his farm. Many of_ 
the kinds of trees on his farm appear nowhere else. 
Linder is one of 125 Des Moines County farmeFs who 
has devoted a portion of farmland to t~e -Pheasants 
Forever and the Des Moines County Con'servation 
Board's (DCCB) "Acre for Wildlife" program. 

Linder served as the assistant commi~sioner for the 
Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation Board 
from 1962-1890. For 1 6 of those years, he served as the 
secretary of the board. Linder is ·also a member of the 
Fruit and Nut Growers Association · and 'a volunteer at 
the Starr's Cave Nature Center. 

"I have been amazed with Mr. Linder's wisdom and 
dedication to the environment," sa'id nominator Jamie 
Fair, secretary at the Des Moines County Soil ad Water 
Conservation District. "His expertise is the result of a 
lifetime of hard work and committed stewfdship on his 
own farm. "While working for environmental diversity 
on his own farm, Linder ~as also been busy educating 
others. He continues to write environmental articles for 
local newspapers and the DCCB newsletter. ,. 

"Good. land stewardship is difficult to achieve; Mr. 
Linder has gone above the challenge by offering good ­
stewardship education to the public," Jeff Bergman, 
director of the DCCB, said. 

In 1998 Linder was the first recipient of the Gary 
Wagner Memorial Lan9 Stewardship Award, an award 
that honors · an indiv'idual who has demonstrated il 

,. 

·~~· 

• I • 

commitment to protecting and enhancing Des Moines 
County's natural eryvironment. · · _ 

Linder continues to 'Share his conservation ethic and 
love for wildlife by assisting the DCCB wit~ -public 
educational programs such as wildflower propagation, 
wild edible plants, and mushroom hunting~ 

The Hagie Heritage Award was established by Jan 
Shindel of DeWitt ·and Ila Jeanne Logan of Moville in 
honor of tlieir parents Lawrence and Eula Hagie. The 
recipient of this award will be determined later this 
summer, selected by a committee from INHF's board of 
directors. 
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Art contest announced 
Conservation Milestones at the Millennium, a 

campaign highlighting te'n - major conservation 
achi evements on private lands, is well underway in 
Iowa. To celebrate resource .improvements made with 

· $100 million of state cost share funds, matched dollar 
for dollar by landowners, the Conservation Milestones 
sponsors are coordinating with the Iowa Arts Council 
and five local arts councils around the state to co-
sponsor an art contest this summer. · 

The contest; entitled "A Conservation Farm is a 
Thing of Beauty·" encourages participants to create 
original art entries that honor the beauty of conservation 
farms. The art form can be poetry, photography video, 
sculpture, music, etc. . . . 
· · There are .three categorie~ for the competition: pre-lC 
through 8th grade; 9th grade throttgh adult; and 
professional. One semi-finalist will be selected in each 

' category per region (5 in the state). 
All semi-finalist entries will be displayed in the 

Agricultural Building during the Iowa State Fair. Semi­
finalists will receive a conservation medallion and $25. 
One finalist will be selected from each category and 
will be awarded an additional $1 OO'honorarium .. 

Entries are due by 4 p.m. Friday, July 16, 1999 at the 
Art Guild of Burlington. If you are ·interested in this 
contest, please contact Jamie at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office at 319-753-6221 for an 
entry form and more information. 

Message to all farmers "''Pf,~ 
The NRCS office would like to remind all farmers 

that conservation com)Jliance is still in effect an~ be­
fore any tillage is done this fall, you need to stop 1n to 
check your conservation plan. 

The dry weather has made this an .interes.ting year f~r 
farmers because of the problem with httle subsml 
moisture. Next spring subsoil moisture will be well 
below norrilal. Farmers can help themselves for future 
water loss by using conservatio~ _till~g~, .~hi~~ sa~es 
soil moisture, helps what water we m~ght rece~ve 
infiltrate into the soil, and protects the soil from wmd 
erosion. Conservation tillage can also reduce _90%, of 
the erosion which will help those farmers wtth land 
with HEL determinations. 

If you would like tor evise or review your conserva­
tion plans then please call NRCS at 319-752-6221 or 
stop in se~ us. 

· to Conservation·· 
~· 

~'J con,tpliance 
~\(),.important 

The National Res.ources 
Conservati.on Service (NRCS) 
Office would like to remind 
farmers that · co~servation 
compliance _is still in effect and 
before any tillage is done this 
faU, you need to stop in to check 
your conservation plan. 

The dry weather has made 
this an interesting year for 
farmers because of the problem 
with little subsoil moisture. 
Next spring subsoil moisture 
will be well below normaL 
F~lmers·can help themselves for 
future water loss by u·sing 
conservation tillage, which · 
saves soil' moisture, helps what· 
water we might receive infiltrate 
the soil, and protects the soil 
from wind erosion. 

' Conservation tillage can also 
reduce 90% of the erosion which 
will help those farmers with land 
with HEL_·· _determinations. 

If you would like to revise or 
review your conservation plans 
then please call NRCS at 319/ 
752-6221 or stop by the office 
at II 04 Derek Lincoln Drive, 
West Burlington: 

{i\e.po f\euo Y2-~ · · 
Conservation products catalog· available 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District 
announces its new Conservation Products Catalog program for purchasing 
conservation items. · · 

The brochure features mushroom habitat kits, butterfly and bat houses, 
hummingbird feeder kits, habipaks (tree and shrub packages), tree 
protectors, wildflowers, strawbenies, blueberries, blackber'fies, 
grapevines·, day lilies, ferns, ground cover plants, border and accent plants, 
and more. · 

CaiJ the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District at 
319-753-6221 for a free brochure. ' 
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Plein, Bergman honored 
for conservation work 

'I 'I • 

Tami Plein 

••• • ••••••••••••• .............. , .......... . 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
recently announced that two 
local people wiii be among those 
honored for their conservation 
effo"rts. Jeff Bergman and Tami 
Plein wiii be among the 
honorees at the 5~rd Annual 
Conference for Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
Commissioners on Thursday, 
September 2, in Des Moines. 

Bergman has been chosen as 
the 1999 Outstanding Soil and . 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners for Region 9. 
The County SWCD submitted 
his name for this award based on 
the contributions he has made to 
the District and Iowa's many soil 
and water conservation 
programs. Bergman was elected 
a District Commissioner in 
1992, after serving as an 
Assistant Commissioner for five 
years. He is very active in 
numerous committees of the 
district, and has served as a team 
member of a state committee for 
marketing and strategic 
planning. He has been the 
Chairperson since 1995, and also 
serYes as the co-treasurer for the 
district. 

Plein, West Burlington High 
School · Science Teacher, has 
been selected to receive the first 
place award in the Division II of 
the 1999 Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program. The purpose 
of this award is to recognize 
public or parochial school 
teachers who are performing 
outstanding service in creating 
public awareness of the need to 

safeguard our heritage of natural 
and human resources. Division 
II consists of teachers in grades 
7-12. 

Judging criteria was based on 
the effectiveness of the teacher 
to 1) create a favorable climate 
for conservation education in the 
classroom; 2) organize 
conservation field trips that are 
meaningful to students; 3) create 
an awareness of conservation 
and environmental problems at 
the local, state, and national 
levels; and 4) motivate students 
to promote conservatio~ of 
natural and human resources. 

The Des. Moines County 
SWCD submitted Plein's name 
for many reasons,, including her 
techniques of teaching 
conservation education by using 
concepts tied to students' daily 
routines. She also founded the 
River Watchers Club, and gets 
her students involved with Flint 
Creek water quality testing . 
Plein's award is to be presented 
to her by a representative of the 
Iowa Conservation Education 
Council and Jerry Perkins, farm 
editor of the Des Moines r 

Register. 
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Mapels receive .Gary 
Wagner Memorial Award 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, with the assistance of the Des Moines County 
Conservation Board and Partners for Conservation 
Foundation, is happy to announce that Richard and 
Carolyn Mapel of Danville . have been chosen as the 
recipients pf the annual Gary Wagner Land Stewardship 
~ward. 

The Mapels are d¢icated land stewards. They have 
established prairies on CRP acres al)d developed 
wildflower, native grass planting strips along Hwy. 79. 
A small tre~ plantation was established in a one acre 
corner. A pond was constructed by the prairies and 
includes duck and goose nesting structures. The Mapels 
are also· very active in conservation education. They 
regularly host field trips of their prairie areas and the 
wildflower planting by the highway was specifically put 
there to educate passing motorists. 

They will ~eceive a $250 cash award to be used for a 
conservation or enhancement project and a plaque 
recognizing their efforts. These will be presented to 
them at a later date. . 

The Gary Wagner Land Stewardship award ·wa~ 
developed by family and friends of Gary to honor his 
memory and recognize his personal conservation efforts 
and to encour~ge others to, follow his example. The 
award is 'given to individuals demonstrating a personal 
commitment to the protection and enhancement of Des 
Moines County's natural environment. · 

To be eligible for the award, a nominee must own 
property in Des Moines County, show long-:term 
dedication 'nd commitment to conservation and 
environm~ni in the areas of wetlands, woodlands, 
wildlife, prairies, conservation awareness/education, 
and farming practices, and show ·commitment to 
conservation/environment through personal 
accomplishments, not professional work. · 
· For more information about the nomination process, 

please call the Des Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 753-622. · 

Recei.ves SWCD scholarship 
Kathy P~Hing of Mediapolis has been chosen as the 

recipient of a scholarship sponsored by the Des. Moines 
County Soil and Water Conservation Distric! in con­
junction with the Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI) 
and CDI Auxiliary. 

She was chosen from the applications received fro·m 
seniors throughout the county. Criteria considered in 
judging the applications included scholastic ~chieve­
ment, need and leadership which includes service, 
character and self-motivation. 

Pilling is a senior at Mediapoiis High School. She is 
the daughter of Charles and Coral Pilling. 

t••••••,•~••••••t~r••t·•~ . .. . .. . .. ... . .. ... ' . . . . .. . .. 

The DES MOINES 
COUNTY SOIL & WATER 
Conservation District is offering 
a scholarship to a local high 
school senior who is pursing a 
career in any field of agriculture 
or natural resources. 
Applications packets are 
available from HS guidance 
counselors or by· calling the 
DMC Soil . & Water 
Conservatiqn District office at 
753-6221. 
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The DES MOINES 
COUNTY SOIL & WATER 
Conservation District is offering 
a schol~rship to a local senior for 
their first year of college. 
Students must be pursuing a 
career in any field of agriculture. 
or natural resources. 
Application packets are 
available at area high school 
guidance counselor offices or by 
calling the Conservation District 
office at 7 53-6221. 

The DES MOINES 
COUNTY Soil & Water 
Conservation District announces 
that Kathy Pilling of 
Mediapolis has been chosen to 
receive a scholarship. Pilling's 
application was chosen from 
among those received from 
seniors throughout the county. 
Criteria considered in judging 
the included scholastic 
achievement, need and 
leadership which includes 
service, character, and self­
motivation. Pilling is a senior at 
Mediapolis High School, and the 
daughter of Charles and Coral 
Pilling. The award is presented 
each year by the County Soil & 
Water Conservation District in 
conjunction with the 
Conservation Districts of Iowa 
(CD I) and CDI Auxiliary. 

.. 
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Wilcox recQgnized by 
conservation district 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District, 
with the assistance of the Des 
Moines <;:ounty Conservation 
Board and partners for 
Conservation Foundation, is 
happy to announce that Kirk 
Wilcox of Burlington has been 
chosen ~ ·,the recipient of ~he,, . 
anriua·l Gaiy Wagner Land 
Stewardship award. 

Wilcox is a dedicated land 
steward. He has taken crop 
ground out of production and 
planted these acres to prairie 
grass and trees. Wilcox has also 
enhanced the existing timber. 
The work he has completed has 
been done with the benefit of 
traditional cost-share programs. 
Wilcox is an example of 
someone who favors 
conservation and who is 
working hard to leave the land 
in better shape for the next 
generation. 

Wilcox will receive a $250 
cash award, to be used for a 
conservation or enhancement 
project, and a plaque 
recognizing his efforts. These 
will be presented to him at a later 

date. 
The Gary Wagner Land 

Stewardship award -was 
developed by family and friends 
of Gary to honor his memory 
and recognize his personal 
conservation efforts and to 
encourage others to follow his· 
example. The award is given to 
individuals demonstrating a 
personal commitment to the . 
protection and enhancement of 
Des Moines County's natural 
environment. 

To be eligible for the award, 
a nominee must own property in 
Des Moines County, show long-· 
term dedication and 
commitment to conservation and 
environment in the areas of 
wetlands, woodlands, wildlife, 
prairies, conservation 
awareness/education, and 
farming practices, and show 
commitment to conservation/ 
environment through personal 
accomplishments, not 
professional work. 

For more information about 
the nomination process, please 
call the Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
at 753-6221. 

Federal 
cost-share 
available 

The USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
has announced an 
Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP) 
sign up for interested landowners 
whose land is located in Yellow 
Springs watershed in Des 
Moines County. The signup will 
be March 1 through March 31. 
Yellow Springs watershed 
encompasses portions of 
Franklin, Benton, Tama, Yellow 
Springs, and Huron Townships. 

EQIP cost-share i·s for 
farming practk~es that provide 
the greatest water quality, 
wildlife and soil erosion 
benefits. Applications will be 
ranked against all applications 
received from the Miss Quad 
EQIP priority area, which 
includes Lee, Louisa, and 
Muscatine counties. Approval 
of applications will be 
completed in April. 

Application signup for these 
EQIP funds may be completed 
at the Des Moines County 
NRCS office located at 1104 
Derek Lincoln Drive, West 
Burlington. 

If you want to see if your land 
- is located in Yellow Springs 
watershed or have any questions, 
please call the NRCS office at 
319-753-6221. 
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I{eeping watch over precious soil 
, ~tewardship 
crucial to ­
urban ·effort 
By Criss Wilson 
The Hawk Eye 

I t doesn't look like much. A little 
gully or a rivulet washing dirt 
over the curb, into the street, 

down the sewer. 
But consider this: Add up all 

those gullies and you'd be watch­
ing 5.4 million tons of soil being 
washed away per acre per year. 
Dump that soil into boxcars in­
stead and the train would stretch 
from Los Angeles to New York 
City and back again, according to 
Department of Natural Resources 
Conservation Service figures. 

Add another 1.3 million tons per 
acre annually for wind erosion and 
there's a lot of dust in the wind 
and dirt in the drain. 

That is the national average. 
~~v .......... .)', the numbers probably are 

according to those with an 
eye on the ground. But they do 
agree that large amounts of soil 
are sliding into the Mississippi 
River and its tributaries, along 
with their cover of pesticides and 
herbicides. Water quality declines 
with each rainfall. 

The finger of blame has tradi­
tionally been pointed at farmers. 
Only 10 percent of the county's 
261,760 acres are urban. Ofthe 
remaining 90 percent, 70 percent 
of those are in row crops. 

But that finger may be pointing 
in the wrong direction. 

"Acre for acre, urban residents 
use more lawn chemicals and pes­
ticides than rural residents," Des · , 
Moines County Naturalist Sharon 
Kaufman said. "Person for person, 
acre for acre, urban residents con­
tribute more pesticides and herbi­
cides than rural residents." 

Unwittingly, it would seem. 
Government programs such as 

the USDA's Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (formerly the 
Soil Conservation Se~ce) have 
taught agriculturallanti users the 
basics of good land practices. Each 

of rural topsoil lost carries a 
dollar amount. Less soil means 
lower productivity, fewer bushels 
of corn and soybeans. Using more 
pesticides and 

See Soli page 1 OA,... 

· John Stoops/The Hawk Eye 

Mike LeWitke of the Natural Resources Conservation Service stands in front of several barriers along u.s. 61 south 
. of Burllnaton used to prevent aully erosion. Without the barriers, such erosion would allo~ tons of sediment to dump 
Into the stream and eventually destabilize nearby Infrastructure. · · · 

Conservation district marks 50 years 
By Criss Wilson 
The Hawk Eye 

I t occurred to W.E. Whicher that Des 
Moines County was· the only county 
in the three southern tiers of the · 

state without a soil conservation dis­
trict. 

That was Aug. 4, 1945, and the Dan­
ville farmer made the point at a county 
Farm Bureau meeting. 

By January, the county had one and 
three commissioners were elected. John 
L. Blaul of Pleasant Grove Township, 
Noah Schrock of Huron Township and 
Edwin Cling of Yellow Spring Township 

·· took on the task of urging fellow 
farmers to save their topsoil for gen­
erations to come. 

This year wHl be the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District's 50th anniversary. The current 
commissioners, now numbering five, 
will have an open house 10:30 to 1:30 

•The Des Moines County Soil and 
Wafer Conservation District com­
missioners will have a 50th an­
niversary open house from 1 0:30 to 
1 :30 p.m. Friday at the NRC office, 
11 04 Derek Lincoln Drive, West Burl­
ington. there will be a short program 
at noon. Refreshments will be served. 

p.m. Friday at the office next door to 
Bickel's Bicycle and Fitness Shop on 
Agency Road in West Burlington. 

Serving six-year terms are Sherman · 
Smith, Burlington Town~hip; Jeff Berg­
man, Union Township; Frank Hedges, 
Huron-Township; Tom Birkenstock, 
Franklin Township; and Don 
Lounsbury, Pleasant 'Grove Township. 

The district's purpose is to protect 

soil and water resources and was born 
with the legacy of the Dust Bowl years. 

How this is done has changed over 
the years. Focusing first on rural land­
owners, where 90 percent of the county 
property exists, was the primary focus. 

In the past five years, the focus has 
shifted to landowners in urban areas, 
where on an acre-to-acre basis soil ero­
sion has climbed above rural land fig­
ures. 

The hope is to turn those numbers 
around to match those in the rural sec­
tor. Better land planning and more 
education are the basics. 

"Of all the environmental indicators 
- water, wildlife, soil - soil con- · 
servation is the only indicator holding. 
its own," Commissioner Jeff Bergman 
said. 

Funding for the program comes 
largely from statewide REAP funds 
with assistance from donations. 
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~Soil 
Continued from Page 1A 
herbicides than necessary means 
rising 'chemical prices. With 
tight profit margins, farmers 
usually are eager to comply with 
NRCS suggestions or research · 
available options to contain 
costs. 

"That same· sort of infor­
mation wasn't available for 
urban residents," said Kaufman, 
one of the county's leading envi­
ronmental watchdogs. "What 
almost always happehs is when 
ihere's ·a problem with water 
quality the finger is always 
pointed at agriculture and agri­
business." 

Almost everything an urban 
landowner puts on the lawn 
eventually ends up in the same 
place that rural runoff does, 

hiclt is the Mississippi River. 
ry ounce of dirt washed 

_ y from land stripped of veg­
etation goes to the same watery 
grave. 

And while there are regula­
tions to control that contamina­
tion, local officials responsible 
for monitoring land and water 
quality suspect education will 
lead to cleaner rivers and less 
soil loss. 

"Stewardship is the key word," 
said Jeff Bergman, treasurer of 
the Des Moines County Soil and 
Conservation District. 

A legacy of the Depression-era 
Dust Bowl, the Soil and Con-

. servation District will be .eel-

ebrating its 50th anniversary 
this year .. The traditionally rural 
focus has been shifting in the 
past five years as agribusiness 
gets a grip on its ground. and 
city dwellers begin to see theirs 
slip out from under their feet. 

Most of the measurable urban 
land loss is in · road construction 
and building developments. 
State laws prohibit property 
owners from changing land con­
figurations to the detriment of 
neighbors. And city officials now 
ask contractors to file erosion 
control and grading plans; ac­
cording _to Mark Brockway, Burl­
ington's development director. 

"Basically we've used some 
good common sense to minimize 
erosion," Brockway said. 

And on at least one recent 
project - the Westbrook Subdi­
vision --:- they've required con-

. tractors to have someone on site 
keeping an eye out for potential 
environmental problems. 

Work on the Lowe's project, 
the other major land-moving 
event in Burlington, also in­
volved a city-approved erosion 
control and grading plan. · 

Erosion control hasn't always 
been at the top of the develop­
merit priority list, Brockway 
said. 
- "I think we're moving in the 
right direction," Brockway said. 
"As time goes by we're trying to 
improye." 

A better ilow of information 
and education is necessary for 
that improvement. Mike Le­
witke, district conservationist 
for the USDA's Natural Re- · 

FROM THE. 

sources Conservation Service, 
said his agency is making in-

. roads on the urban conservation 
front. 

"We looked at who we. were 
servicing and it was such a 
small percentage of the com­
munity," Lewitke said. "We can't 
operate in ·.a vacuum. While 
most of what we're trying to pro­
tect is in the rural area you 
can't ignore the urban." 

While farmers have long 
checked in with 'his agency for 
advice, largely in part because 
conservation plans have been 
tied to subsidy payments since 
the 1985 Farm Bill, NRCS also 
looks over those erbsion and 
grading plans Brockway has 
coming across his desk. 

"Back when we started in the 
1940s we had a high soil loss," 
Lewitke said. 

The amount of topsoil lost has 
slowed dramatically over the 
years. From 1982 to 1992, Iowa 
farmers using conservation prac­
tices. saved 100 million more 
tons of topsoil, enough to fill a 
convoy of dump trucks 105 wide, 
parked bumper to bumper from 
Council Bluffs to Davenport. 

Stewardship, taking responsi­
bility for the land, was the key. 
Education and information 
made it possible, according to 
Lewitke. That same approach 
likely will be ·used for urban 
conserV-ation planning. 

"When we talk about urban · 
' conservation we have to start at 
the very beginning," Brockway 
said. "It's going to have to be 
done locally." 
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Fifty years dedicated 
lo conservation 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
will celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary on March 1 with an 
open house at the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
office in West Burlington. 

In August 1945, the Des 
Moines County Farm Bureau 
Board requested inf~rmation 
regarding the organization of a 
soil conservation district. After 
a short discussion, County 
Extension Director Walter Eyre 
was instructed to proceed with 
the steps for the organization of 
the District. A committee was 
formed to handle the set up 
consisting of the William Parrott 
of Danville, Hugh Jamison of 
Mediapolis, and George 
Eversman of Burlington. 

After several county meetings 
and hearings, a referend urn was 
heldonJanuary26, 1946. Polling 
places were set up in all 
townships except Augusta. 
Results of the referend urn were 
201 voting for the formation of 
the District and 8 voting against 
it. Three commissioners were 
elected at the referendum: Noah 
'Schrock of Huron Township, 

John Blaul of Pleasant Grove 
Township, and Edwin Cling of 
Yellow Spring Township~ 

The first meeting of the Des 
Moines County Conservation 
Dist~ct was an organizationa~ 
meetmg on February 14, 1946. 
Walter Eyre was nominated 
Secretary. Floyd S. Yetter was 
the District Conservationist. 

Fifty years later, . the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District has a lot to 
celebrate. Nearly 2 million feet 
of terraces have been built, 8,200 
acres of waterways have been 
constructed, 699 ponds have 
been dug, and 2,331 acres of trees 
have been planted. The District 
also has hosted approximately 
125 demonstrations and tours. 

The Des Moines County'Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
has received $788,778.22 since 
1973 to cost-share projects such 
as terraces, basins, no-till, grassed 
waterways and grade 
stabilization structures. The 
District has also received 
$169,394.65 since 1990 in 
Resource Enhancement and 
Protection (REAP) funds to cost-

share timber stand 
improvements, tree plantings, 
windbreaks, and conservation 
cover. 

Numerous men and women 
have served .the District as 
District Commissioners, 
Assistant Commissioners, 
Secretaries, District 
Conservationists, and 
Treasurers. The current District 
Commissioners are: Jeff 
Bergman-Chairperson & 
Treasure; Sherman Smith-Vice 
Chairperson; Frank Hedges; Don 
Lounsbury; and Tom. 
Birkenstock. Assistant 
Commissioners are: Arlyn 
Musselman, Mike Schwenker, 
Rick Querna, Brad Weiss, and 
Laura Wagner-Fritz. Secretary 
to the District is Jamie Fair and 
Mike Lewitke is the District 
Conservationist. 

A 50th Anniversary 
Celebration will be held March 1 
from 10:30a.m. to 1:30p.m.atthe 
NRCS office in West Burlington. 
A short program will be held at 
noon. . Everyone is invited to 
attend. For more information or 
directions, call 753-6221. 

DMC Soil & Water Conservation 
District Open House 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Commissioners invite everyone to join them at 
an open house as they celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the District. 

The open house will be from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
on Friday, March 1 at the NRCS office, 1104 Derek 
Lincoln Drive in West Burlington. 

There will be a short program at noon and 
refreshments will be served. 
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(left to right) Andrew Carhoff, Jason Denning, Eric Rothzen, Jeremy Kane, Matt Weber, ~arab Seitz 

The 11i-State,Agriculture Education Foundation 
is pleased to announce the 1996 agriculture 
scholarship winners. The foundation assist 
students enrolling in the Southeastern 
Community College Agriculture Programs~ 
·ssoo to $600 scholarships were available to 
each student. 

We wish to thank the following organizations that have made substantial 
contributions toward this year's scholarship: 

AMERICAN CYANAMID . 

DES MOINES COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISfRICT 
DES MOINES FARM BUREAU 

DON NELSON MEMORIAL · 
QUERNA SEED Co. · 

RARITAN BANK 
TwoMEYS Co. 

' ' ,. I 

For information on receiving or giving a scholarship, contact 
· Arlyn Musselman at l-800-828-7322 .or 752-273f ext. '153~'-:: 
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Nominations Open for Wagner ~ ~tuf' 
Land Stewardship Award ~ a.v~ 

The Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District is re­
questing nominations for the Gary Wagner Land Stewardship Award. 

This award is presented to a Des Moines County landowner who 
has shown long term dedication and commitment to conservation and 
environment in the area of wetlands, woodlands, wildlife, prairies, 
conse~ation awareness/education, and farming practices, and show 
commitment to conservation/environment through personal 
accomplishments, not professional work. . 

For more information on the nomination process, contact the Soil 
and Water Conservation DistJict office at 319-753-6221. 
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Des Mo-ines County News -- Page 3 

DMC SWCD accepting 
REAP applications 

SWCD 
sponsors 
poster c~ntest 

Th~ Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservatinn District 
is sponsoring-a poster contest on 
"The Living Soil" for all _stu­
dents in Des Moines County. 

The contest consists of five 
divisions. Division 1 is kinder­
garten and 1st grade; Div~s~o~ 2 
is 2nd and 3rd grades; Dtvtston 
3 is 4th through 6th grades; Di:-

-vision 4 is 7th thr"H• ~ h 9th 
grades; and Division 5 is 1\ 'r 1Oth ­
through 12th grades. 

The deadline to complc:e the 
posters is March 26. Fl~r \..e~ail · 
information on rules, JUdgmg 
criteria and awards, please con­
tact the SWCD at 319-753.:.6~21 
or 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, 

· Burlington. 

The Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District is 
accepting applications for Resource Enhancement and Protection Pro­
gram (REAP) cost share. REAP may be used for farmstead wind­
breaks, tree planting and timber stand improvement on privately owned 
land used for agricultrual production. If you are interested in signing 
up or have questions, contact Jamie at 319-753-6221. -

I' r • 
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Erosion 
must be 
stopped 
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The government wants the 

public to determine what each 
county needs to prioritize and is 
encouraging more overall com­
prehensive plans rather than 

• Soli conservation: · one individual's needs. 

More watersheds 
needed to slow down 
flooding problems. 

A watershed plan, for ex-\ 
ample, could encompass many 
county, state and federal pro­
grams that could benefit an en­
tire area. Watershed develop­
ment could include terraces, 
ponds and other water-retaining 
devices that would slow down 
water, prevent low-level flooding 
and stop so much dirt flowing 
into creeks and the Mississippi 
River. 

By Mike Auppurger 
The Hawk Eye 

A group of farmers and agri­
culture specialists believe water­
shed programs are priorities in 
Des Moines County. 

About 25 people met Thursday 
night in Southeastern Com­
munity College's dining room to 
discuss EQIP, the Environmen­
tal Quality Incentive Program 
that is replacing many soil con­
servation programs in the new 

''The state and nation depend 

See Erosion page 50,... 

farm bill. s 
Continued from Page 1 D 
on it," farmer Rich Siegel said of 
the river that serves exporting, 
recreational and drinking water 
needs. 

A farmer along the North Bot­
toms Drainage District, Siegel 
and taxpayers have paid a great 
deal of money to dredge the silt 
out of streams and rivers. 

Counties throughout the state 
are expected to begin discus­
sions on how to receive EQIP 
funds. Des Moines and Louisa 
counties are the only two that 
have started the public input 
sessions. 

·"I figure we need to start the 
ball rolling in this county. Oth­
erwise, the state and feds may 
tell us what to do," said Jeff 
Bergman, executive director of 
the Des Moines County Con­
servation Department. 

Government officials have few 
guidelines at this time regarding 
EQIP. 

The county residents at 
Thursday's meeting agreed the 
bigger the project, the more 
likely funds will come to the 
county. They agreed tha~ 
projects involving several coun­
ties are good, too, especially re­
garding erosion and water qual­
ity among the area's rivers and 

The list of soil conservation priorities for Des Moines County 
developed this week by a group of agriculturalists and farmers 
include: 

·• More watershed projects to stop soil erosion and improve 
water quality. 

• Soil loss from urban construction projects. 
• Soil loss on road construction projects. 
• Stream bank protection. 
• Wetland developments and buffer basins. 
• Flint Creek water quality. 
• Flatland erosion. 
• Educating more farmers about soil conservation practic~s. 
Written comments may be sent to Jeff Bergman, Des Moines 

County Conservation Dept., 512 N. Main St., Burlington, Iowa 
52601 or call (319) 753-8260. 

streams. 
"Anytime you have regional 

significance, you have a better 
chance of funding," Bergman 
said. 

Siegel agreed. 
''We're going to have to make 

the project big enough, · visible 
enough to get attention," he 
said. 

Although EQIP's basic guide­
lines say money won't be given 
to large livestock operations, the 
government has yet to decide 
how big is large. 

Iowa State l!niversity Exten­
sion farm spec:lalist Harry 
Tucker said he thinks a lot of 

money will be given .in north­
west and north central Iowa, 
possibly to big livestock opera­
tions. 

Farm Service Agency director . 
Don Fry said he hopes that 
doesn't happen. 

"The money is to correct exist­
ing problems and not create de­
velopment," he said. 

But all agreed that the previ­
ous cost-share soil conservation 
programs now have become 
more political. ' 

The group plans to hold an­
other meeting in January to re:­
ceive more ideas . ....... ~~~~--~~~~~~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~----~------------------------------·~ .... 
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IOWA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARDS PROGRAM (ISCAP) 

The Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI), the State Soil Conservation Committee (SSCC), the Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation, the Iowa Conservation Education Council, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), and The Des Moines Register sponsor a program honoring outstanding conservation 
teachers and farmers in Iowa. 

Presenters: Jerry Perkins, Farm Editor, The Des Moines Register 
Duane Toomsen, Iowa Conservation Education Council 

Division I Teacher - Kindergarten through Grade 8 
Winner: Lee Schwerdtfeger, Centerville, Lakeview Elementary School, Appanoose SWCD 

Lee Schwerdtfeger, who has been teaching the sixth grade at Lakeview Elementary School in Centerville 
for the past 30 years, believes that conservation is not just a "unit" to teach. It is a way of life to be intro­
duced, emphasized and enhanced by the way we live every day. This includes the wise use of materials 
and recycling of substances to decrease landfill use. 

Lee is a dedicated educator who encourages his students to respect themselves and the environment. In 
education he has emphasized life experiences and career exploration and has proactively contributed to 
the life skills of his students. 

Lee is a strong supporter of the outdoor classroom. His students have experience identifying plants, trees 
and other life forms. Throughout his years of service to the Centerville District, he has organized a sixth 
grade field day. Students visit sessions that stress wildlife, water safety, gun safety, and environmental 
issues. This monumental and successful event is organized entirely by Lee's efforts. 

Lee Schwerdtfeger truly respects the environment and his place in it. He is a credit to the county in which 
he lives and to the school where he works. 

Division II Teacher - Grades 7 - 12 
Winner: Tami Plein, West Burlington, West Burlington Jr/Sr High School, Des Moines 

SWCD 

Tami Plein has been teaching physical science and chemistry at West Burlington Arnold Jr/Sr High 
School for the past six years. Tami believes that conservation teaching should have a valid "connection" 
to the student. Her philosophy is to tie conservation education with a community issue: water quality. 

Each year Tami's students learn about some aspect of water quality. It may be the '93 Flood, rebuilding 
levees, closing the city potable water plant or purchasing water from other communities. In the exercise 
"Down the Drain", students diagram the steps water takes before getting to the fountain and where it goes 
afterward. Students realize that they have only one source for their drinking water. 

Tami founded the River Watchers Club, where students donate their time to the County Conservation 
Board. Students collect data that is used by the Flint Creek Advisory Board to monitor water quality in 
the Flint Creek Watershed. She organized the Freshman Field Day at Starr's Cave Nature Center, which 
provides hands on experience for approximately 55 freshmen each year. 

Tami does an outstanding job as a classroom teacher and getting students involved in the community. 
She is able to accomplish both by taking students into the community and by bringing community 
resources into the classroom. 

7 
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Fin~list in all low~ ·Arts Contest 

Chnstopher Koop of Mediap\ J has been chosen as 
a finalist n the Pre-K through 8th grade category of the 
All Iowa Arts Contest: A Conservation Farm is a Thing 
of Beauty. Koop wins $25 and a conservation 
medallion. for a wonderful pencH drawing honodng the 
conserv?tion farm. ~o?p's work will be on display at 
the Agncultural BUildmg gazebo in the center of the 
building all day Wednesday, Aug. 18 at the Iowa State 
Fair. · 

This contest, designed to honor the cooperation 
between Iowa's conservation farmers and the federal, 
state and local agencies which serve them - produced 
many wonderful pieces of artwork. In addition to the 
works · noted ' above,. visitors to the Agricultural 
Building will see the "best of show," a cloth wall 
han_ging by Helen Degner of Marshalltown which uses 
a variety of fabrics and other materials to depict the 
many layers of the earth. 

Finalists were chosen from Iowa's five Arts Council 
regions in three categories (Pre-K through 8th grade; 
9th through adult; and professional)."One winner was 
chosen from each category with Best of Show awarded 
from those three. - · 
· The contest was sponsored by the Conservation 
Milestones Campaign with ass.istance from the Io~a 
Department of Cultural Affairs in recognition of $100 · 
miilion in state funds that have 'been used for 
conservation on private lands and matched dollar for 
dollar by la'ndowners :· Among other resource 
improvements, these dollars h~ve helped reduce 
erosion in Iowa by a third since 1982. 

Conservation Milestones at the Millennium is a 
celebration of the conservation efforts of Iowa's private 
land owners and the many local, state and national 
agencies which support their work. Throughout 1999, 
the Conservation Milestones Campaign will celebrate 
ten milestones and wrap up at the 1999 Farm Progress 
Show n the Amanas with a candidate's forum. For more 
information on Conservation · Milestones, call Boddy 
Media group at 515-277-5099. 
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NQminations 
sought for 
land 
Stewal-dship 
·Award 

Nominations are now being 
accepted for the Gary Wagner 
Land Stewardship Award. This 
award· is presented annually to . 
an individual who demonstrates 
a commitment to Des Moines · 
County's natural environ~ent. 

The award, consisting of a 
plaqu~ and $250 to be used for­
conservation projects, is 
sponsored by the Des Moines 
County -Soil and Wate; 
Conservation District, Des 
Moines County Conservation 
B9ard, - , and Partners for 
Conservation Foundation. -

Each year, the award is 
presented to a Des Moines 
County landowners who has 
shown long term dedication and · · 
commitment to conservation and 
the ,environment in the are of ' 
wetlands, woodlands, wildlife, 
pr·airies; conservation 
awareness/education, and 
fa:.rming practices, and who 
commitment . to conservation/ 
environment through personal 
accomplishments, · · .. 
professional work . 

. Kirk Wilcox of Burlington 
- was last year's recipient. Wilcox 
was chosen because of his 
extensive restoration of coop 
ground_ to prairie grasses and 

o~tfll••• .... ... .,. 
• .,.li 

trees. - ••••._ 

F · c · J ,. . ., .. ?r more m.ormatJOn on the • 'I~,...,. 
no~mation process, contact the "'••• .. 
Sml and Water ·conservation • •" 
District office at 3_1 ~1753-6221. ·:,-::. 
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Tree planters rally to stop fl:1n-off 
• Flint Creek: 
Volunteers armed with 
10,000 saplings try 
to slow contamination. 
By Jeanny Sharp 
The Hawk Eye 

Beautiful weather might have 
made 60 volunteers planting thou­
sands of trees in rural Des Moines 
County Saturday wish the saplings 
would take root immediately to pro­
vide protection from the sun . 

.; , weaty but spirited volunteer en­
'-tl-~•nmentalists from a host of organ­

izations participated in a riparian 
zone planting of 10,000 trees on 20 
acres owned by Dorothy Shanstrom 
along Flint Creel,\:. 

"It's a good cause," said Jason 
Sovern, 16, Burlington, who used an 
auger to dig holes to plant the trees 
in. Sovern said the volunteer work 
was easier than his paying job at 
Menard, plus this effort will ''help 
keep pollution down." 

Studies of Flint Creek have shown 
its waters are contaminated, probably 
due to run-off from adjacent properties. 

Programs of planting along the 
creek as a method of slowing soil ero­
sion and filtering out contaminants 
before they make it into the stream 
were begun in response to the studies. 

The ambitious tre~ planting effort, 
coordinated by Notre Dam~ High 
School student Brian Gall, 15, 
Burlington, involved volunteers 
from Trees Forever, Burlington and 
Notre Dame High School ecology 
clubs, the Flint Creek Water Quality 
Committee, Boy Scouts, Grrl Scouts 
and BHS Student Council. 

"It has gone a lot faster than I 
ught it would," Gall said of the 

ly full-day effort. 
The tree planting is part of an ef­

fort by Gall to earn a national Boy 
Scout award. The project is the 
equivalent of four Eagle Scout proj­
ects, which will help qualify him for 
The William T. Hornaday conserva­
tion award. 

''It has taught me how to be a leader 
and take charge to get things done," 
Gall said. ''It feels good to know that 
I'm going to help the environment." 

Des Moines County National Re­
sources Conservation Service coordi­
nator J.B. Martin and Geode forester 
Jay Maier assisted Gall with coordi-
nation. -

Silver maple, green''ash, black wal­
nut and burr oak trees were planted 
to create the riparian buffer. 

The buffer is part of a soU erosion 
program that protects water quality 
by preventing run-off from fields into 
the creek. The buffer is also expected 
to benefit wildlife habitat, improve 
air quality from reduced wind erosion 
and, in the long-term, become a sal­
able product to furniture companies. 

"It's a long-term investment for 
sure," Maier said. "The other bene­
fits along the way make it' a worth­
while project." 

About 600 trees per acre, or 12,000 

• • • . . Samantha Deal/ The Hawk Eye 
Matt Famter, 11, Burlington, and Ab1mbola Bankole, 17, Burlington, put dirt around the tree they planted Saturday at Dorothy Shanstrom's Farm along 
Alnt Creek to help preserve the creek and surrounding land. Fainter and Bankole were among about 60 volunteers that showed up to plant 12,000 
~L , 

Landowners' line 
Landowners interested in 

learning more about the tree 
planting program can contact the 
Des Moines County Natural Re-· 
sources Conservation Serviee at 
753-6221. 

total trees. will be planted on the 20-
acre plot after additional pin oak 
trees are planted later in the month 
when they arrive from the nursery, 
Maiersaid. . 

The trees are expected to have 80 
to 85 percent survival rate. 

''The average person doesn't know 
(tree planting) happens on this scale," 
Maier said. ''We're planting more 
trees every year than we cut down." 
. The $10,000 project is a coopera­
tive effort between the landowner, 
Trees Forever, the Natural Re­
sources Conservation Service and 
Geode Resource Conservation and 
Development. 

Group recagnizes enlployees 
The Hawk Eye 

FORT MADISON- Employees at a Fort Madison 
· industry have been honored for their contributions to 
wildlife habitat conservation. 

Cyprus Amax Minerals Co./Climax Molybdenum's 
facility in Lee County received the national recognition 
. at th:e Wildlife Habiti;tt Couri~il'$ 11th Annual Sympo-
sium. ·· :. ·, 

Of the 800 acres owned by the company, 6P are used 
for production facilities. Wetlands, agriculture and 
forests dominate the remaining property, which is sub­
ject to periodic flooding by the Mississippi River. 

The company also owns an additional 240 acres six 
miles west of the plant. Six acres are· occupied by a 
state-permitted landfill and the remaining property 
consists of native prairie grasses, pasture and forest. 
· The company has been involved in wildlife enhance-
ment projects since 1979. Over the past 20 years, more 
than 7 ,O?O trees have been planted, including oak, 
maple, pme, northern pecan and other species. 

The creation of eight acres of wetlands, the installa­
tion of more than 120 wood duck boxes and the estab-

lishment of wildflower and hummingbird gardens are 
some of the programs on the site. 

In 1988, 60 acres of native prairie grasses were 
planted with species such as switchgrass, big 
blu~stem, little bluestem and partridge pea, with an 
additional four acres of Indian grass and sWitchgrass 
planted in 1989. Sightings of red fox, bobwhite quail 
and ring-necked phea$ant have beert documented in 
these areas. In 1997, a 1,000-square-foot butterfly gar­
den and 10,000-square-foot wildflower garden also 
were created. 

Efforts also have continued to replace trees lost in 
the 1993 flood of the Mississippi River, with an addi­
tional1,400 trees being planted. 
· Thirty-four wood duck and 12 bluebird boxes were 
constructed and placed, and an additional 2,000 
square feet were added to the butterfly and humming­
bird gardens . 

The Fort Madison plant was one of 109 sites recog­
nized at the 1999 symposium. Since 1990, the Wildlife 
Habitat Council has certified 260 sites, comprising 
over one million acres worldwiqe. 
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. , Mike Augspurger/The · 
Brent Sparrow of rural Niota, Ill., chhiel-plows his field last week. Because of dry weather, farn;~ers are worried about what the ground's important 
soli moisture will be In spring. · · 

Dry soil worries farmers 
By Mike Augspurger 
The Hawk Eye 

NIOTA, Til. - Brent Sparrow has 
never seen it so dry. · 

· The Niota, Ill. , fanner was chisel­
plowing a dry field last week. He 
plans to plow between 300 and 400 
acres this fall on the nearly 700 acres 
of ground he plants every year. 

At 36, he's been a fanner all his 
life. He learned how tO drive a tractor 
when he was 7 years old. 

Crops on the good dirt he had did 
well. Those planted on lighter dirt 
didn't do so well. 

''These a tough times," he said of 
the fann economy. ''With the reduced 
yield and reduced prices, I have 
about a third of my income reduced 
this year." · 

What now worries him is the dry 
fields. The ground needs good subsoil 
moisture in the fall or early winter, 
for good planting situations in the 
spring. 

The ground could use a lot of mois­
ture. 

"A 2 to 3-inch rain would soak up 
real fast," he said. 

The farmland, as well as · yards 
and pastures;' haven't had a lot of 
moisture during the summer and 
fall. 

The state is entering its dry sea­
son. BuL current conditions are un­
usual, $aid Craig Cogil, a meteorolo­
gist with the National Weather Ser­
vice in Des Moines. 

The city received just .15 of an inch 
of rain in October, compared to the 
average of2.62 inches, he said. 

Statewide, the period of Septem­
ber and October was the seventh dri­
est on record, state Climatologist 
Harry Hillaker told· The Associated 
Press. 

The last time a fall season began 
this dry was in 1975. It was followed 
by a serious drought, he said. 

''That doesn't necessarily work out 
this way every time, but it's more· 
likely to stay dry in fall , starting like 
this." 

Once the ground freezes, chances 
for any substantial moisture seeping 
into the soil are slim. The short-term 
forecast is not calling for rain. A fore­
cast through January calls for nor­
mal conditions, when it would take 
an unusual amount of precipitation 

Fa'rmers should cheCk 
~onservation plans 

The Hawk Eye " 
Area fann~rs are being reminded that conservation compliance still is in 

effect and they should check their conservation plans. 
The dry weather is sapping the ground mojsture, which will affect the 

subsoil in the spring. 
Fanners can help themselves for future water lo_ss by using conservation 

tillage, which saves soil moisture and helps pr9tect soil from wind ~I,"osion. 
For assistance-, people may contact their local National Resources Con-

servation Service. ~ · · · 

to have an effect. 
That has fanners conc~rned. 
''There are many things to over­

come as you try to put in and take out 
crops: insects, weeds, good and bad 
weather, and then prices," said Mar­
garet Cook, whose family fanns near 
Hubbard. 

"In April it seemed like we could 
only get in the field four days a week, 
and we ended up with a pretty de­
cent crop year," she said. ''You can 
never count anything out." 

Kirk Leeds, executive director of 
the Iowa Soybean Association, said 
yields across the state are averaging 
qetween 45 and 48 bushels, per acre. 
A record year is expected, with more 
than 500 million bushels-harvested, 
he said\ · 

"It w~Uld have been bigger if there 
had be · n more rain," Leeds said. 

Similarly, corn growers have 
largely been reporting strong yields, 
said Paula Chizek with the Iowa 
Corn Growers Association. 

"This is kind of a two-edged 
sword," said Brent Halling, Iowa's 
deputy agriculture secretary. "It's a 
great fall to get things done. But then 
what happens for planting?" 

Right now, it's hampering tillage 
work and the application of anhy­

. drous ammonia and fertilizer. 
And Halling said he's heard of 

ranchers in southeast I.owa who 
have been hauling water to fill 
creeks in their cattle pastures. 
. Last week, Sparrow.burn~d some 

of the grass around his ditches. The 
ditch along the highway usually. has 
water in it . Now th~re are cracks -
deep ones. . . , .. , .. 

"I've never seen t at before in my 

Mike Augspurger/The Hawk Eye 
[l•ry conditions are evident in a 
ditch on Brent Sparrow's land. The 
iuea usually always has water In i,t.' 

3:6 years of farming," he said. 
.l:-;1-

The weather service said nort ern ... , 
and western parts of the state a;e 
more parched than the south and 
east. 
· But topsoil and subsoil moistur~ is 
severely depleted across the state . 
Levels of most rivers also are far b'e­
low average, though the Missouri 
and Mississippi rivers have normal 
or above normal flows for this time of 
year, Hillaker said. 

''What you usually see next wit\1 · 
these_dmught__c.onditions is~a.rr im­
pact on groundwater resources and 
the water table," he said. "But it usu­
ally takes a long time to affect those/ ' 
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Local farmers chosen 
'·fo·r conservation 
awards 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water ConserVation District 
Commissioners have selected 
six local farmers as District 
winners for the 2000 Iowa Soil 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Dorothy Shanstrom, 
Burlington, was chosen as the 
winner in Division III for 
becoming a new soil 
conservation district cooperator 
after January 1, 1999. 
Shanstrom was selected based 
on the riparian buffers, 
filterstrips, and native gr~ss 
seedings she has completed 
through the Conservation 
Reserve Program on her farm in 
Franklin Township. 

Wayne Wasson, West 
Burlington, was sel~cted as the 
winner in Division I. This 
division is for owner-operated 
farms on which the owner­
operator has established and 
maintained the most complete 
conservation program. Wasson 
was chosen because of his 
farming practices that control 
soil erosion such as no-till 
farming, grassed waterways and 
field borders n Franklin, 
Pleasant Grove, and Flint River 
Townships. He has also 
completed filterstrips and a 
shallow water area through 
contin~ous CRP. 

Three farmers-Robert 
Yaeger, New London; 
Broadview Farms (JD Stucker), 
Danville; and Thomas Wagner, 
Danville-were selected as 
winners in Division II. This 
division is for tenant operated 
farms on which the best 
conservation program has been 
established and maintained by 
the tenant and the landlord. This 
farm was selected for the 
establishment of riparian 
corridors, streambank 
stabilization along Flint Creek, 
wetland areas, filterstrips, and 
no-till farming to control soil 
erosion on Yaeger's farm in 
Pleasant Grove Township. 

Yaeger, Broadview Farms, 
and Wagner were _also selected 
as overall distri~t winner to 
represent the District in regional 
competition. The District':$ 
region consists of 13 counties in 
southea$t Iowa. 

Additionally, the District 
chose Robert Brown, Yarmouth, 
as a local winner of the 
Woodland Owners of the Year 
award. Brown's name has been 
submitted for consideration in 
state judging. He owns 35 acres 
that he is in the process of 
renovating the old pastures back 
into high quality stands of oak 
and walnut. 

·········~··~·~··~-···· 
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NOMINATIONS for the 
Gary Wagner Land Stewardship 
Award are now being accepted. 
This award is jointly sponsored 
by the Des Moines County Soil 
& Water Conservation District, 
County Conservation Board, 
and Partners for Conservation 
Foundation. ~nominee must be 
·a Des Moines County landowner 

· who has shown a long term 
dedication and commitment to 
conservation and the 
environment. This can be in the 
area of wetlands, woodlands, 
wildlife, prairies, conservation 
awareness/education and 
farming practices. 
commitment must be evident in 
their personal accomplishments 
rather than professional work. 
For more. information on the 
nomination process, contact the 
Soil & Water Conservation 
office at 319n53-622l. 

The DES MOINES 
COUNTY Soil & Water 
Conservation District reminds 
anyone interested in serving as 
a Conservation District 
Commissioner that nomination 
papers must be turned in by 5:00 
p.m. Aug. 30. Seats held by Don 
Lounsbury of Pleasant Grove 
Township, Todd Heckenberg of 
Benton Township, and Myranell 
Dockendorff of Danville 
Township expire on Jan. 2, 2001. 
Any qualified elector residing in 
any township except Union or 
Huron (these are already 
represented on the Commission) 
may run. Candidates must 
obtain the signatures of at least 
25 eligible electors, and file the 
petition with the County Auditor. 
Soil and water conservation 
district commissioners serve 
without salary and guide the 
overall soil and water 
conservation program for the 
county. 

-~·~ .......... .. ,..~ ... . 
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Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Lundy, Burlington, Iowa 

Mr. Lundy was 2000 Division II Teacher of the Year 
for the Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program 

Submitted by Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 

( J 
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Lundy to receive conservation honor 
The Des Moines County Soil 

_ and Water Co~servation District 
recently announced th-at 
Sherman Lundy, Burlington 
High School Chemistry/Earth 
Science Teacher, has ·been 
chosen to receive the first place 
award in Teacher Division II of 
the 2000 Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards program. 

The purpose ofthe award is 
to recognized public or parochial 
school teachers who have made 
major contributions to soil and 
water conservation efforts. 
Recipients have strived to create 
public awareness about 
safeguarding our heritage of 
natur~I and _ human resources. 
·Qivision ·II consists of teachers· 
in grades 7 through 12. 

-= 

Judging criteria was based on 
the effectiveness of the teacher 
on levels·. They must work to 
create a favorable climate for 
conservation education in the 
classroom. They must organize 
conservation field trips that are 
meaningful to students, and 
create an awareness of 
conservation and environmental 
problems at the local, state, an4 
national levels. And they must 
motivate students to promote 
conservation of natural and 
human resources. 

Lundy motivates his students to 
become active in many 
community projects such as 
water testing at Flint Creek and 
planting trees for riparian 
'buffers. His students learn 
environmental issues first hand, 
not through textbooks. 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
submitted Lundy's name for 
many reasons, including his 
hands-on teaching techniques. 

Lundy will receive the award 
during the 54th Annual 
Conference for Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
Commissioners on September 7. 
The award will be presented to 
him by a representative of the 
Iowa Conservation Education -
Council and Jerry Perkins, farm 
editor of the Des· Moines 
Register. 

Six win awards for 
conservation effortS 

The Hawk Eye 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
commissioners have selected six 
local farmers as district winners 
for the Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program. 

Brock Beckman of Danville 
was chosen as the winner in Divi­
sion III for becoming a new soil 
conservation district cooperator 
afterJan.l, 2000. 

Vera Miller ofMountain Home, 
Ark., and Bill Thcker ofNew Lon­
don were selected as winners in 
Division II. This division is for 
tenant-operated farms on which 
the best conservation program 
has been established and main­
tained by the _tenant and the 
landlord . . · 

Holly Wagner of Danville was 
selected as the winner in Division 
I. This division is for owner-oper­
ated farms on which the owner­
operator has established and 
maintained the most complete 
conservation program. Wagner 
was chosen because of his farm-

-ing practices that control soil ero­
sion 

Wagner also was selected as 
the overall district winner to. rep­
resent the district in regional 
competition. ~e district's region 

consists of 13 counties in south­
east Iowa. 

Additionally, the district chose 
Steve N unnikhoven of Mediapo­
lis as a local winner of the Wood­
land Own~r of the Year award. 
His name ,has been submitted for 
consideration in state judging. 
He has completed many acres of 
timber stand improvement and 
tree planting on his 65-acre farm 
in Huron Thwnship. 

• 
....... . ,,. 





de 
\~ 

t 

-'<l~· ss M 

CbMJVI//h () 

IA.J~ d/Yld m +h U ~ c;c_ho /Ot ~~ p of'1-\. 

r i1 D s 1/Yl e;/n · ~ Ct>un 1- 5o '~· t ttJ~J-
C..C? V\. co y- v ~ h 'o h P ,·s J-y-/ L f, r ? 1~VL 1-o 

o._l-/evtcJ Ch-t r'vtc_ y t1. n.l ve r-s,-1-y tl'\ tt, 

'&i1 v ,r,.-· n M i1. r~/ Sc_/ 11 c.e o.... v- eo..~ a.ac" .. ' .rt ; 

Vt CAVI t,_ y--o rA V vQ Wl vt. C. k_ 

s.~tf 



The Hawk Eye • Sunday • February 27, 2000 

OUTLOOK 2000 

Fclrmers slow flow 
of soil into water . 

The Hawk Eye 

Iowa farmers have continued to slow the 
flow of topsoil from farmlands into water­
ways across the state, according to a recent 

study released by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Natural Resources Conserva­
tion Service. 

Estimated annual soil erosion from wind 
and water on Iowa's cropland fell21 percent, 
from 6. 7 tons an acre in 1992 to 5.3 tons an 
acre in 1997, according to preliminary figures 
compiled in the 1997 National Resources In­
ventory. 

The inventory shows erosion by water was 
reduced from 5.4 tons in 1992 to 4. 7 in 1997; 
erosion by wind fell from 1.3 tons to .6 tons an 
acre in the five-year period. The 1997 rate is 
m~arly a 50 percent cut in total erosion from 
the 10.4 tons per acre per year rate in 1982. 

''We're pleased to see this steady progress 
' in better soil protection," said Leroy. Brown, 
NRCS State Conservationist. 

NRI figures show that one out of every 14 
developed acres in Iowa was developed since 
1987. 

''In fact, the annual rate of land develop­
ment increased by 400 percent during the 
last 10 years," said Cory Brockmann, NRI 
specialist for NRCS in Iowa. 

NRI figures show land was converted tour­
ban and other uses at a rate of about 5,000 
acres a year between 19S2 and 1992, but that 
average accelerated to more than 20,000 
acres a year since 1992 .. Now, about 1.8 mil­
lion acres, or about 5 percent ofthe state is de­
veloped land. 

The NRI study, completed every five years, 
looks at land cover and use, soil erosion, 
prime farmland, wildlife diversity, selected 
conservation practices and other land condi­
tions on more than 800,000 random sample 
sites on nonfederal, rural land in the U.S. 

The goal of ·the survey, directed by Con­
gress and completed by NRCS, is to evaluate 
the conditions and trends of the nation's soil, 
water and related resources. The latest in­
ventory looked at land conditions in 1997. 

Other preliminary NRI data show the fol­
lowing changes since 1992: 

• Cropland increased 1 percent to 25.3 mil­
lionacres. 

• Pastureland dropped 6 percent to 3.6 mil­
lion acres. 

• Forest land increased 5.5 percent to 2.1 
million acres. 

More NRI figures are available at the 
NRCS website: 

www.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/CCS/NRirlse.html. 
Conservation tillage is one aspect of pro­

ductivity to ensure that farmers have the 
best soils for planting. Conservation tillage 
refers to any tillage system that is designed to 

I ' 

reduce soil erosion caused by water or wind. 
The following are descriptions and benefits 

of the different types of tillage you notice in 
crop fields. 

No-till 
The soil is left undisturbed prior to plant­

ing. Planting is completed in a narrow 
seedbed or slot created by a planter or drUL 
Weeds are controlled primarily with · herbi­
cides. Some of the benefits of no-till ~e that it 
dramatically reduces soil erosiori and helps 
retain moisture. The expenses for equipment, 
time and fuel are decreased because of fewer 
trips across the field. There is also less soil 
compaction. 

Mulch till 
The total soil surface is disturbed by tillage · 

prior to plan~ing. Tillage tools such as chi$els, 
field cultivators, disks, sweeps or blades are 
used. Weeds are controlled with herbicides 
and/or cultivation. Some of the benefits of 
mulch till are that it reduces soil erosion sig­
nificantly. Mulch till works well with poorly 
drained soils and increases infiltration more 
than conventional tillage. Mulch till also al­
lows the incorporation of surface-applied fer­
tilizers and pesticides. 

Ridge till 
The soil is left undisturbed prior to plant­

ing. The seedbed is•prepared on ridges with 
sweeps, disks, or other row cleaners. The 
ridges are rebuilt during cultivation. Weeds 
are controlled with herbicides and/or cultiva­
tion. Some of the benefits of a ridge-till sys­
tem include significant erosion reduction and 
that residue is placed in the valleys between 
the ridges, leaving less residue to interfere 
with planting. The ridges also drain faster 
and warm up more quickly in the spring, 
which creates' an optimal seedbed and makes 
early planting possible. 

Strip till ~ 
The soil is left undisturbed prior to plant­

ing. Tillage in the row is done at planting us­
ing tools such as a roto-tiller, an in-row chisel, 
or other row cleaners. Weeds are controlled 
with herbicides an/or cultivation. A few of the 
benefits of strip till are that clean strips tend 
to warm up faster and provide a better seed­
soil contact for small seeds. Herbicides are of­
ten applied in a band or strip, reducing the to­
tal amount applied. Strip till also requires 
significantly reduced numbers of trips over 
the field, which means reduced compaction 
and less machine maintenance. 

People with questions about conservation 
tillage, may call the Natural Resources Con­
servation Service at (319) 753-62Q1 or stop at 
the office, 1104 Derek Lincoln Drive, West 
Burlingtop . 



Soil and Water 
_Stewardship 
Week set 
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Increased community 
awareness of the need to care for 
natural resources that make up 
the habitat that sustains IJS all is 
the goal of organizers of the 
200 I Soi I and Water 
Stewardship Week, set for April 
29 through May 6. The focus of 
this year's national observance 
is on the personal responsibility 
each citizen has to be a good 
steward of the land, water, 
wildlife, and other natural 
resources that enhance our 
quality of life. 

The concept of habitat, which 
most of us think of in terms of · 
wildlife, has been expanded to 

include human and other living 
things around us that make up 
the place where we live. The 
basic elements of habitat are 
food, water and shelter. 

"As)iving creatures with an 
appetite for control over our 
domain, humankind has a 
special responsibility to sustain 
a healthy balance of all living 
elements that make up our 
surroundings," said Terrance 
Rudolph, district conservation of 
the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 

To learn more about how you 
can protect our habit, call 753-
6221~ 

Habitat for Life is theme of Soil 
.& Water Stewardship Week . 
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Increased community awareness of the need to care for natural 
resources that make up the 

1
habitat that sustains us all is the goal of 

organizers of the 2001 Soil and Water Stewardship Week, set for April 
29 to May 6. The focus of this year's national observance is on the 
personal responsibility each citizen has to be a good steward of the 
land, water, .wildlife, an<;l other natural resources that enhance our 
quality of life. 

The concept of habitat, which most of us think of. in terms of wild­
life, has~ b~en ,expanded to include human and other' living things 
around us that make up the place where we live. The basic elements 
of habitat are food, water ~nd shelter. 

"As living creatures with an appetite for control over our domain, 
humankind .has a special respo'nsibility to. sustain a healthy balance of 
all living el~ments that make up our surroundings;: said Terrance 
Rudolph, District Conservationist of the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. · · 

New Forestry cost share progrm announced 
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service has announced 

applications will be accepted through June 15 for cost share for for-

It is common to thi'nk about people losing their home and the qual­
ity of their living environments as being somethiQg 'that happens to 
someone else, or in some other place. That may not always be the 
case. As we see sprawling growth take valuable farmland, read about 
a town's drinking water being polluted by a chemical spill, or watch 
helplessly as a, flood wipes out farms and towns, we are witnessing a 
steady loss of the habitat for life that is needed by all people and other 
living things. · · 

estry projects. · · 
Landowners in Des Moines County wilf be able to apply for up to 

75% cost share through the Environmental Quality Incentives Pro­
gram to complete forestry projects such as Timber Stand Improve­
ment, Tree Planting and Fencing for Livestock Exclusion. 

To sign up for the cost share, contact the NRCS office at 319-753-
6221 or stop into the office at 1104 Derek Lincoln Drive, West Burl­
ington. 

To learn more about how you can help protect your habitat, con­
tact the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District at 
319-753-6221. 

. ...... 
···~·······fit .. . ..... ,. ~~ .... . ... .... ............. . .............................. 
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applications now available 
The USDA Natural Landowners located in 

YeJJow Springs Watershed in 
Des Moines County are not 
eligible for this sign-up. A sign­
up for these landowners will be 
held at a later date. 

Resources Conservation Service 
will now accept applications for 
landowners who want to apply 
for cost-share funds from the 
Environm~ntal Quality 
Improvement Program (EQIP). 
EQIP is a federal cost-share 
program for instaJJing 
conservation practices on 
privatery-owned farm ground. 
Applications wiJJ be accepted 
until Jan. 26, 2001. 

To sign-up, stop in the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, 1104 Derek Lincoln 
Dr., West Burlington, or the 
Farm Service Agency before 
Jan. 26. For more information, 
contact NRCS at 753-6221. 

. . 

Get fr(ee nature, 
conserVation photos, 
online 

By a simple "point and 
click," anyone with Internet 
access can --download free 
conservation-related images 
from . a new web site at 

· 'photogallery.nrcs.usda.gov. The 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
developed the site, which 
currently contains about 2,000 
images. · 

The photos are available in 
two formats: JPEGS and TIFFS. · 
Image files vary in size · from 
400k to 17MB. 

"We hope the site will be used 
by school teachers, children, 
editors, web designers and 
partners," said Terrane~ 

Rudolph, . District 

Conservationist for the USDA 
NRCS in Des Moines County. 
"Any time these photos are used, 
it will help us share the 
important story of good land 
stewardship." 

The photos are organized by 
categories such as buffers, 
conservation tillage, water 
quality and wildlife. There are 
54 categories of photos from 30 
states. Images could be used in 
newsletters, brochures, web 
sites, school lessons, 
presentations and post cards. 

Every image is· free, however 
c'redit should be given to the 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Seryice. 
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Conservation tillage gaining, _g~ound 
in Iowa . . 

' .... 
.... 

Conservation and farm group 
l~aders· announce results from 
two surveys that indicate soil­
saving conservation tillage 
methods are holding their own, 
and my be gaining ground in. 
Iowa. 

Results from a 1999 survey 
of 340 corn and soybean 
producers in 19 Iowa counties 
show the amount of no-till acres 
and the proportion of farmers 
using no-till ch"anged little from 
1997 to 1999. Preliminary 
results from a field survey 
collected in the same 18 counties 
this year shows conservation 
tillage and no-till have increased 
significantly since 1998. 

"In the last few years there 
has been speculation within the 
agricultural and conservation 
communities of the decline in 
the use of conservation tillage 
and no-till in the state. Part of 
that speculation may be due to a 
sharp peak in residue 
management use in 1998 
followed by a drop in 1998," 
says Leroy Brown, State 
Conservationist for the USDA­
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) in Iowa. "We 
are encouraged by the results of 
both surveys, that show there is 
not a downward trend in 
conservation tillage and no-till. 
The farmer survey results will 
help us better understand 
producers' thoughts and 

· attitudes, so we can further 
increase the use of these tillage 
systems in Iowa." · 

Conservation tillage is the 
practice of leaving the stalks and 
other residues from the current 
year's crop on the surface of the 
soil after harvest, to protect the 
soil from falling raindrops until 
the next year's crop can protect 
it. 

The 1999 survey of farmers' 
tillage practices and attitudes 
was conducted by the Iowa 
Residue Management 
Partnership (IRMP), an informal 
partnership of private and public 
organizations that promotes and 
addresses issues related to 
conservation tillage and no-till. 
The survey focused on 
measuring tillage trends and 
identifying possible causes of 
any trend changes among this 
sample of Iowa farmers . . 
Although there was some small 
annual fluctuation, results 
indicate tillage preferences 
among those· farmers have 
remained stable over the past 
three years. 

The 2000 field survey of crop 
residue levels was conducted by 
the Conservation Technology 
Information Center (CTIC), a 
nonprofit public/private 
partnership, and the NRCS in 
every Iowa county. Currently, 
results are only available for the 
same 18 counties sampled in the 
IRMP survey. 

... . . .. 
I ....... 

interest in annexation 
County residents to the east, 

west, and north of the 
Middletown City limits ·may 
soon hear from city officials. 
Council Ron Durbin has been 
assigned the task of contacting 
area residents to gauge their 
interest in voluntary annexation·. 

The annexation question has 
been raised in recent months 
construction of a new four-lane 
US 34 progresses. Iowa 
Department Transportation 
plans call for the new highway 
to by-pass Middletown to the 
north of the present corporate 
limits. There has also been 
speculation about a new 
residential subdivision being 
developed on land on the city's 
northeast edge. 

The city already supplies 
water to customers in some rural 
neighborhoods to the north and 
east. 

Council members have 
~xpressed no int~rest annex~ng 

••• 

materials in the former Rec Hall. 
City officials decided to have the 
tests done and prepared for DNR 
review after learning that the 
contractor, Davolt Demolition, 
had not filed a demolition permit 
with the agency as stipulated in 
his contract. 

•Mike Saeugling, Van Winkle 
Jacobs Engineering, provided a 
progress report on the city's lift 
station and force sewer main 
project. Saeugling said that, 
despite set backs, the project 
should be completed and 
oper~tional by the October 1 
deadline. Because Alliant 
Energy has not yet been able to 
set a power pole for the new lift 
station, Council authorized the 
engineer to rent a 3-phase 
generator to test the facility. 

•The City must also establish 
a contract with Burlington 
Waterworks to purchase water 
and end its current contract with 
the Iowa Army Ammunition 
nl __ ., L •• A-•~1.....,. .. 1 rnnncil 

The Des Moines qunty Soil and Water Conservation District 
is sponsoring a poster co~test on 
th~ gift of trees. The posters will 
be judged on the entry's conser­
vation message, visual effective-
ness and universal appeal. 

Size of the posters can be from 
8% inches by 11 inches up to 22 
inches by 28 inches. 

The five divisions will be: 
kindergarten to 1st, 2nd to 3rd 
4tli through 6th, 7th through 9th 
and lOth through 12th grades. 

Detail information may be ob­
tained at 1000 N. Roosevelt Ave., 
Suite 8, in Burlington, or call 
(319) 753-6221. ' . 

All posters must be completed 
before March 29. 

• • . Prizes will be: 1st place, $20; 
• • .. • • 2nd place, $15; 3rd place, $10 . 

••• 
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~ Stockers given aw•d 
for environmental efforts 

The Hawk Eye 

NEW LONDON- Doug and 
Melanie Stucker of New London 
have received the Gary Wagner 
Land Stewardship Award . 

The award is given by the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, with the 
assistance of the Des Moines 
County Conservation Board and 
Partners for Conservation Foun­
dation 

The Stuckers have established 
food plots, native grass seedings, 
filter strips, trees and riparian 
buffers. Their future plans in­
clude wetland restoration and 
developing the farm into a model 
conservation farm for education. 

They will receive a $250 cash 
· award to be used for a conserva­
tion or enhancement project and 
a plaque recognizing their ef­
forts. These will be presented to 
them at a later date. 

The award is given to individu­
als demonstrating a personal 
commitment to the protection 
and enhancement of Des Moines 
County's n~tural environment. 

1b be eligible for the award, a 
nominee must own property in 
Des Moines County, show long­
term dedication and commit- . 
ment to conservation and the en­
vironment. 

For information about the 
nomination process, call the Des 
Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at (319) 
753-6221, 
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Da Moina County News - Page 3 

Notre Dame teacher chosen 
as SWCD Teacher of the year 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
has chosen Notre Dame Elemen­
tary Teacher Sharon Sommerfelt 
as the l~al winner in Division I 
of the 2003 Iowa Soil Conser­
vation Awards Program. 

The purpose of the award is 
to recQgnize public or parochial 
school teachers who are per­
forming ou~tanding service in 
creating public awareness of the 
need to safeguard our heritage 
of natural and human resources. 
Division 1 consists of teachers 
in grades Kindergarten though 8. 

The SWCD chose Sharon as 
their local winner because of her 

cooperation with their annual_ 
poster contest and her hands-on 
teaching techniques with her stu­
dents on conservation activities, 
including a new butterfly garden 
in the courtyard of the school. 

Ms. Sommerfelt's application 
has been forwarded for state 
judging. Judging at the state and 
local level consists of the effec­
tiveness of the teacher to ( 1) cre­
ate a favorable climate for con­
servation education in the class­
room; (2) organize conservation 
field trips that are meaningful t~ 
students; (3) create an awareness 
of conservation and environ­
mental problems at the local, 
state and national levels; and ( 4) 
motivate students to promote 
conservation of natural and hu­
man resources. 

The SWCD has made a 
donation for the butterfly garden 
at Notre Dame in recognition of 
Sharon's award. For more infor­
mation about the awards pro­
'vam, please. contact the ~WCD 
lt 31~753-6221. 
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Soil conservation winners 
The Des Moines County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 
selected four local landowners as 
district winners for the annual 
Iowa soil conservation awards 
program and woodland owner of 
the year. 

The Iowa soil conservation 
awards program is co-sponsored 
by the Iowa State soil conserva­
tion committee and conservation 
districts of Iowa (CDI) and con­
sists of three divisions. 

Randy Higdon, Danville, and 
Wayne Wasson, West Burlington, 
were selected as winners in divi­
sion II. This division is for tenant 
operated farms on which the best 
conservation program. has been 
established and maintained by 
the tenant and the landlord. 

1-Fl ·O~p, 
Will Walker, Mediapolis, wtfs 

selected as the winner in division 
I. This division is for owner oper­
ated farms on which the owner 
operator has established and 
maintained the most complete 
conservation program. 

. Additionally, the district chose 
Dennis Petersen, Mediapolis, as 
local winner of the woodland 
owner of the year award. This 
award, co-sponsored by . the 
forestry division of the Iowa 
DNR and c;onservation districts 
of Iowa, is designed to recognize 
individuals who are doing an out­
standing job of woodland man­
agement. 

For more information on the 
awards program, please call the 
SWCD at 753-6221. 

:Two DMC Soil & Water Conservation 
Commissioners to be elected 

The terms of two Des Moines County Soil and Water Conserva­
tion District Commissioners will be on the ballot for the 2002 gen­
eral election. The terms of Frank Hedges, Huron Township, and Jeff 
Bergman, Union Township, will expire on Jan. 2, 2003. 

Any qualified elector residing in the soil and water conservation 
district, which is all of Des Moines County including cities and towns, 
is eligible for the office of Commissioner. No more than one com­
missioner may be a resident of any one township. Incumbent com­
missioners are Todd Heckenberg, Benton Township; Don Lounsbury, 
Pleasant Grove Township; and Ron Snyder, Burlington Township; 
therefore, residents of these townships would not be eligible for of­
fice at this time. 

Prospective candidates seeking the office of soil and water con­
servation district commissioner must file nomination petitions in the 
same manner as for other elective positions at the general election, 
except that no political party is designated. Nomination petitions 
can be obtained from the County Auditor. 

These petitions, signed by 25 eligible electors, must be filed with 
the County Auditor at the Des Moines County Courthouse no later 
than 5 p.m. on Aug. 28, 2002. 

Soil and water conservation district commissioners serve without 
salary and guide the overall soi,l and water conservation program in 
the comity. For further information pertaining to the responsibilities 
of a commissioner, contact Des Moines County Soil and Water Con­
servation District gffice, 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington or call 
319-753-6221. 

New Fresh From the Farm: 
Danville farmers receive· conservation awards 

Holly Wagner and Brock · 
Beckman, both of Danville, 
were selected by the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water 

. Commissioners as district 
winners in the Iowa Soil 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Beckman was chosen as the 
winner in Division III for 

becoming a new soil 
.conservation district cooperator 
after Jan. 1, 2000. His selection 
was based on the terraces he has 
and will have once they are 
completed on his farm in 
Danville Township. 

Wagner was selected as the 
Division I winner. This division 

is for owner-operated farms on 
which the owner-operator has 
established a.nd maintained the 
most con:tplete conservation 
program. Holly was chosen 
because of his farming practices 
that control soil erosion such as 
terraces, grassed waterways, 
fiJ.terstrips, tree .planting.s, field 

borders' ~nd a farm pond. His 
farm is also located in Danville 
Township. 

Wagner was also selected as 
the o.verall district winner and he 
will represent the district in 
regional competition. The 
district's region consists of 13 
counties in southeast Iowa. 
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Nominations -open .for ·w3gner 
Land: _Stewardship Award 

. Nominations are now being 
accepted for · the Gary Wagner 
Land Stewardship Award. This 
award is presented to an indi­
vidual who demonstrates a com- : 
mitment to Des Moines · 
County's natu~al environment. ... 

The award, conshiting of a 
plaque and $250 to be used for 
a conservation project, is spon­
sored by the Des Moines County 

· Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Des Moines County 
Conservation Board, and · Part­
ners for Conservation Founda­
tion. 

This award is presented-to a 
Des Moines County landowner 
who has shown long term dedi­
c~tion and commitment to con­
_servation and environment in the . 
area of wetlands, woodla.nds, 
wildlife, prairies, conservation 
.awareness/education, and farm­
ing P,ractices, and show commit-

• ment to conservation/environ­
. ment through personal accom­
plishments, not profe~sional 
work. 

For more information on the 
nomination process, contact the 
Soil :and Water Conservation 

· District offi~e at 319-753-6221. 
. .......... • ... • ... .. ;.... 

Local landowners chosen 
for conservation awards 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
selected four local landowners 
as Distrfct winners for the annual 
Iowa Soil Conservation Awards 
Program and Woodland Owner 
of the Year. 

The Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program is co-spon­
sored· by the Iowa State Soil 
Conservation Committee and 
Conservation Districts of Iowa 

~andy Higdon, Danville, and 
Wayne Wasson, West 
Burlington, were selected as 
winners in Division II. This di­
vision is for tenant operated 
farms on which the best conser­
vation program has been estab­
lished and maintained by the ten­
ant and the landlord. 

William Walker, Mediapolis, 
was selected as the winner in 
Division I. This division is for 

~ 
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· Nominations_~ 
are open \lJ ~ ~ 

Nominations are now being 
accepted for the Gary Wagner 
land stewardship · award. This 

. award is presented annually to an 
individual who demonstrates a 
commitment to Des Moines 
County natural environment. 

The award, consisting of a 
plaque and $250 to be used for a 
conservation project, is spon­
sored by the Des Moines County 
soil and water conservation dis-
trict, Des· Moines County conser­
vation board and. Partners for 
Conservation Foundation. 

This award is presented to a 
Des Moines County landowner 
who has shown long term dedica­
tion and commitment to conser­
vation and environment in the 
area of wetlands, woodlands, 
wildlife , . prairies, conservation 
awareness/education and farming 
practices, and show commitment 
to conservation/environment 
through personal accomplish-c 

$.' ments, not professional work. 
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For more information on the 

nomination process, contact the 
soil and water conservation dis­
trict office at 319-753-6221. 
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Conservation 
poster contest 

• 

"Food for the Future" is the 

. (CD I)_ and consists of three Di­
visions.· Landowner conserv.ation awards 

theme for the 2003 Soil & Water 
Conservation Poster Contest. Mak­
ing sure we have an ample supply 
of food for now and the future is Cont'd from page 1 

owner~p~rated farms which the 
owner-operator has established 
and maintained the most com­
plete conservation program. 

Additionally, the District 
chose Dennis Peterson, 
Mediapolis, as a local winner of 
the Woodland Owner of the Year 
award. This award, co-spon-

· an important task that requires: 
. sored by the Forestry Diviston conservation practices, productive 

of the Iowa DNR and conserva- soils, ample water, variety of food 
tion Districts of Iowa, is de- crops, stable economy, 
signed to recognize individuals transportaton system, hunger relief, 
who are doing an outstanding and educated citizens. Posters will 
job of woodland management. be judged on the entry's conserva-

For more information on the tion message (50%), visual effec­
awards program, please call the tiveness (30% ), universal appeal 
SWCD at 753-6221. (10%), and originality (10%). 

- Thee are five divisions for youth 
·in grades K -12 and cash pri~es for 
the top winners! 

For complete rules and entry 
form, contact the Extension Office 
or call Jamie at 319-753-6221. 

. Entries are due March 28 at the Des 
Moines County Soil & Water Con­
servation District, 3625 Flint Ridge 
Drive, Burlington. 

- - f(\~~tLV? ..• , .. 9e1.. ~ .•. .......................... 



. - .. 

'I 

Local landowners chosen 
I tor Conservation Awards ~oro.Q.l))~., IV' {' 1 /J 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District se­
lected four local landowners as District winners for the annual Iowa 
Soil Conservation Awards Program and Woodland Owner of the Year . 

. The Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program is co-sponsored by 
the Iowa State Soil Conservation Committee and Conservation Dis­
tricts of Iowa (CD I) and consists of three divisions. 

Randy Higdon, Danville, and Wayne Wasson, West Burlington, were 
selected as winners in Division II. This division is for tenant operated 
farms on which the best conservation program has been established 

maintained by the tenant and the landlord. 
William Walker, Mediapolis, was selected as the winner in Division 
This division is for owner-operated farms on which the owner-op­

has established and maintained the most complete conservation 



Tri-State Agricultural Education Foundation 
2002-2003 Scholarship Recipients 

Scholarship Donors 
• Bank of Stronghurst • BASF • Contract Services LTD • Curt Thomas Memorial Scholarship 
• Des Moines County Soli and Water Conservation District • Farmers and Merchants Bank 

• Raritan State Bank • Twomey Company • Jim Yantlger. 

FOR INFORMATION on how yoo ••• glvo or receive • Hholanhlp, l"fi(1s I 
ca11 Arlyn Muuelm•!' at exteouloa au:s, a66.5Cuowa or :tl9.7s2.27:11 ~ 0 J{, ff'tttlJ'ftrJt 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

--· -.:.._ _____ ------.... ·--·--~ ·--· 



Tri-State Agricultural Education Foundation 
' ' . 

Scholarship Donors 
• Bank of Stronghurst • Burlington Bank and Trust • Creelman Research Farm • Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation District • Farmers and Merchants Bank • Lee County Bank and Trust 
• Raritan State Bank • Curt Thomas Memorial Fund • Twomey Company • Vantlg.er Farm Market 

on how you can give or recelvo a scholarship, ~s , ... 
ca ll Arlyn Musselman at extension 8153, 866.SCC.IOWA or 319.752.2731 ~ 0 J{ fJAvta.J'ftrJt 

COMMUNIT Y CO LLEGE 
130937 
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~t~ Conservation Poster Contest 
u--r\ (The Living Soil .. is the theme for the 2003 Soil & 
~ · . .Je'\twate: Cons~rvation Poster .contest. The living soil 
~ susta1ns all life on earth. Without soil, nothing lives. 

Healthy soils support healthy environments, and 
healthy environments support healthy life. Posters 
will be judged on the entryls conservation message 
(50°/o), visual effectiveness (30°/o), universal appeal 
(1 0°/o) and originality (1 0°/o). There are five divisions 
for youth in grades K-12 and cash prizes for top 
winners! For complete rules and entry form, contact 
the Extension office or call Jamie at 319-753-6221. 
En~ries are due March 26 at the Des Moines County 
So11 & Water Conservation District, 3625 Flint Ridge 
Drive, Burlington. 

• • 

••lr ~r•f••• 

••• Four local landowners have 
been selected by the Des Moines 
County Soil & Water Conserva­
tion District as district winners 
for the Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program and Woodland 
Owner of the Year. Randy Hig­
don, Danville, and Wayne Was· 
son, West Burlington, were se­
lected in the division recognizing 
conservation on tenant-occupied 
farms .. W'illiam Walker, Medi­
apolis, was selected in the divi­
sion for owner-operated farms. 
Dennis Peterspn, Mediapolis, 
was recognized as the local Wood­
land Owner of the Year. For more 
information on the awards pro­
gram, call (319) 753-6221. ............ 
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Letter to 
the Editor 

To the citizens of Des Moines 
County: 
11-The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners would like to 
clarify any misunderstandings our 
supporters may have gotten from 
the Big Hollow supplement 
printed in the Hawk Eye. Because 
the Des Moines County SWCp is 
the local board for the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 

fthe letter from NRCS in the 
• supplement may have been mis­
construed as support from the 
SWCD, This letter to· the County · 
Conservation Board from Mr. 
Bruce Trautman further explains 
the U~DA NRCS position on the 
project: 

"I would first offer my apolo­
gies for any confusion that my let­
-ter of March 11th, 2003 to Mr. 
-wiedemeier may have caused. My . 
intent, although possibly misinter­
preted, was to offer the support of 
the Natural Resources Conserva­
tion Service to the "local land us­
ers within the watershed in plan­
ning and applying resource man­
agement systems." It was NOT 
and IS NOT an endorsement of 
the lake itself, nor is it a position 
against the lake. I understand this 
j§ a local decision that will be de­
&ided by the local community, not 
,the USDA~NRCS. 

"We have not and will not be 
providing any technical assistance 
for the lake project, engineering, 
. design, financial assistance, en­
dangered plant and animal sur­
;veys, soil investigation or founda­
riion investigation. Our assistance 
will be limited to conservation 
•planning and application for those 
~within the .watershed requesting 
·our assistance. 

"I hope that this letter further 
clarifies our agency's position in 
this matter." 

Des < Moines County Soil & 
~o Water Conservation District Com­
ltr rmissioners 

Don Lounsbury 
'(11 ' Todd Heckenberg 
·-v_l:. Ron Snyder . 

Maureen Fosdick 
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Poster contest open to 
students 
The Hawk Eye 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District, located at 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive, is sponsoring a poster contest for Des Moines 
County students, kindergarten through high school. The theme of the 
contest is "Food for the Future" and the deadline for entry is March 28. 

For more information, call (319) 753-6221. 
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BooS. Main St., Burlington Iowa 52601 
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DMC ~WCD offers scholarship · 'ft?/Of 
. Des Momes County Soil and Water Conservation District is offer­
mg a scholarship to a local student who will pursue a career in any 
field of agriculture or natural resources. . 

Des Moines County Soil & 
Water Conservation District 

Application packets are available at high school guidance counse- '. 
lor offices or call the Des Moines County Soil and water Conserva- · 
tion District at753-6221. ' Soil & Water 

Conservation 
District Scholarship 

recipient 

(CDI) and CDI AuxiHary. 

~Des Moines County Soil & i Water ConServation offers 
~ scholarship -
~ The Des Moines County S?il 

(.:S & Water Conservation District 
is offering a scholarship to a lo­
cal student who will pursue a 
career in any field of agriculture 

or natural resources. 
Application packets are 

available at high school guid­
ance counselor offices or call the 
Des Moines County Soil and 

Clayton Thacker of Oakville 
has been chosen as the recipient 
of an annual scholarship spon­

~sored by the Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District in conjunction with the 
Conservation Districts of Iowa 

Water Conservation District at 

753-6221. 

Clayton was chosen from the 
applications received from se­
niors throughout the county. Cri­
teria considered in judging the 
applications included scholastic 
achie·v~ment, need and leader- , 
s~ip 'which includes service, 
character and self-motivation. 

Clayton graduated this spring 
from Mediapolis High School. 
He is the son of Rick and Debra 
Thacker. 

This is Soil & Water St~wardship Week~/? 
"The Living Soil" is the theme of 2004 Soil & Water Stewardship..., 

week. While most of us seldom come in daily contact with soil, we...: 
all depend on soil for. our daily survival, according to organizers of · 
the 2004 Soil and Water Stewardship Week observance, set for Aprir 
25-May 2. "In generation after generation, it. is important to bringr 
attention back to the central theme- the living soil sustains all life oft._ 
earth," said Don Lounsbury, chairperson of the Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. "Without the soil, nothing lives. ' 
Our conservation district w9rks to protect healthy souls that in tutlf' 
support a healthy environment, and healthy environments suppoft-.~ 
life," he added. v u 

Modem farmers who practice soil conservation are doing their paft ' 
to keep the living soil alive. Lessons from the past, such as the 
catastrophic "dust bowl" of the 1930s, have shqwn what can happen". 
when the topsoil is not protected from wind and water erosion. Today, 
private land managers employ a host of conservation practices, such ' 
as minimum tillage, to protect the topsoil that feeds the nation. · 1 

Soil health becomes important when you learn that millions of " 
beneficial organisms are going through their daily routine of eating·, 
breathing, living, and dying in the soil. One cup of fertile soil may 
contain as many bacteria as there are people on Earth. In one acre- an 
area about the size of a football field- there may be a ton or more of 
microscopic bacteria. That's equal to the weight of two full-grown 
cows! ''' 

We eat the food, drink the water, breathe the air, and enjoy th{ 
views, but only a few of us walk the fields and forests on a regula.t ~ 
basis and understand what those lands need from us in order to sustain 
the living soil. However, the local district has suggested three thing , . 
each of us can do in our own backyards to be better stewards of our 
soil resources: . ' 

1. Protect the soil from wind· or w~ter erosion by keeping healthy 
plants growing on the surface. 

2. Restore and maintain organic matter in the soil, such as grass 
clippings or tree leaves (compost). 

3. Protect soil life by using the least amounts and least toxic 
materials to control pest problems. \ 

4. To learn more about how you can help sustain the living sorr; 
·.contact the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 

District at 319-753-6221. 1 
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Poster contest~OnSO!fed 
Des Moines County Soil and 

Water Conservation District is 
sponsoring a poster contest o? 'The 
Living Soil' for all students m Des 
Moines County. 

There are five divisions for the 
contest: kindergarten and 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd-, · 4th through 6th, 7th 

through 9th, and 1Oth through 12th 
grades. , 

The deadline to complete the 
posters is March 2~. F?r de~ 
information on rules, JUdgmg cnte­
ria and awards, contact the ·SWCD 
at 319-753-6221 or their office is 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington. 

~ SWCD sponsors poster contest 

~ 
The Des Moines Coounty Soil and Wat~r Conservaton District is 

sponsoring a poster contest on "The Living Soil" for all students in 
Des Moines County. . ' 

There are five divisions for the contest:Jdndergarten and 1st, 2nd 
~ and 3rd, 4th through 6th, 7th through 9th, and lOth through 12th 
~ grades. . ; .. 
~ The deadline to complete the posters ts March 26. For detatl mfor-

mation on rules, judging criteria and awards, please contact the SWCD 
at 319-753-6221 or 3625 Flint Ri~ge Drive, Burlington. . 

Poster contest winners announced ~ 
H 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District is 
pleased to announce the following winners of their annual Soil and R 

Water Conservation Poster Contest. 
Wmners are: Division 1 (K-lst grades)- 1st Madeline Bozman, , 

Notre Dame, 2nd Isabella Van Harz, Sunnyside, 3rd Tyler Rogers, 
Medjapolis; Division 2 (2nd/3rd grades) 1st Nicholas Anderson, Me- G 

diapolis, 2nd Jared Schmidgall, Mediapolis, 3rd Andrew Poggemiller, 
Mediapolis; Division 3 (4th-6th graders)- 1st Shannon Sisco, Medi- '}. 
apolis, 2nd Andrew Osborn, North Hill, 3rd Courtney Pohren, North : ;~ 
Hill; Division 4 (7th-9th grades) - 1st Michael Fosdick, Mediapolis; ~ 
and.Division 5 (10th-12th grades) 1st Jayson Calvin, Crusade School. II 

This year's theme was "The Living Soil." Judging criteria included ,_ 
· conservation message, visual effectiveness and universal appeal. First 
place winners have been sent on for regional competition. 

For information about the annual conservation poster contest, please .v 

contact the Des Moines County SWCD at 319-753-6221. . -~ 
. ' I V 

• I e •• 

... . .. , 
I-· 

•• 

• .. 
. ~ . 

< ... 

.... 
... 

I C 



-. . 

'2 
(0 

s 
Front row, left to right· . Jaci Steffener, Andrew Poggemiller, Zach Moehle, Tyler Rogers, UJ 
Andrea Larson. Back ·row: Allegra Crews, Brody Armstrong Nicholas''Anderson, Jared 
Schmidgall, Joey Burg us, Shannon Sisco. Photo submitted by Maureen Fosdick. ' 

Poster Contest Winners 
April18-24 was Soil and Water Stewardship Week. The theme for 2004 was ''The Living Soil." 

Each year the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District sponsors a poster con- -
t~st so that the youth have an opportunity to explore their ideas about conservation and express 
them in any art medium they choose. This year 190 entries were received. 

Several Mediapolis students submitted posters using "The Living Soil" theme back in March. 
Entries were judged using the following criteria: 

50% Conservation Message 
50% Visual Effectiveness 
30% Originality 
1 0% Universial Appeal 
The first place posters will be sent to regional contest with the opportunity to get chosen for 

state and national competitions. . 
The following students received a certificate of participation: AIJegra Crews, Brody Armstrong, 

Joey Burgus, Jaci Steffener, Zach Moehle, Andrea Larson 
The following students received a certificate and a check: 
Divison 1: Grades K and 1 · · 
Third Place Winner- Tyler Rogers- $10 
Division 2: Grades 2 and 3 

· First Place Winner- Nicholas Anderson $20 
Second Place Winner- Jared Schmidgall $15 
Third Place Winner- Andrew Poggemiller $10 
Division 3: Grades 4 through 6 
First Place Winner- Shannon Sisco $20 
Congratulations to these students. The conservation messages were impressive and their art­

vork was expressive. 
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Ka11fman 
cont'd from front page 

Kaufman is an active member 
of the Southeast Iowa 
Limbhangers, the local chapter 
of the National Wild Turkey Fed­
eration (NWTF). Working hand 
in hand with the Des Moines 
County Conservation Board, 
Kaufman made a presentation to 
the NWTF to receive a grant to 
aid in the purchase of the former 
Case Proving Grounds, which 
~ill used for public hunting. Due 
to his efforts, the board will re­
ceive $100,000 over a four year 
period. Proceeds received from a 
REAP grant will also be applied 
to the purchase price. Kaufman 
thinks it is wonderful that the new 
owners of the proving ground are 
doing this and stated, "I'm sure 
they could have sold this ground 
for a much higher price." 
.. ~aufman is partic_qlarly 
pleas~d that the area will be 
turned in to a place for public 
hunting. "This is one of the rea­
sons I am opposed to the Big 
Hollow project," he explained. 
"It will just drown the public 
hunting that goes on there." 

I I# .. 



. . Local landowners 
:fawards 

rece1ve conserv.ation 

~ The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 

Jq selected three landowners fr~ the 
~\1 Mediapolis area as district wtnners 
~ for the annual Iowa Soil Conser-
~ vation Awards Program and Wood-

~ 
land Owner of the Year. The Iowa 
Soil Conservation Awards Pro­

~ gram is co-sponsored by the Iowa 
~ State Soil Conservation Commit­

tee and Conservation Districts of 
Iowa (CDI) and consists of three 
divisions. 
Curtis Orr 

Curtis Orr of Mediapolis was 
selected as the winner in Division 
I. This Division is for owner-op­
erated farms on which the owner­
operator has established and main­
tained the most complete conser-
vation program. 

Orr explained that he recently 
did two different things to win 
his award. First, he added filter 
strips to a 100 foot border around 
a waterway. In order to qualify, 
this area had to have water there 
for six months and 1 day out of 
the year. His second project was 
to plant over 100 trees within a 
one acre area to serve as a wind­
bfeak. In order to receive cost 
sharing from the federal govern­
ment, these projects have tore­
main in place for a minimum of 
ten years. The owner must also 
practice weed control. 

"This is not the type of ground 
for conventional farming," ex­
plained Orr. "It's more suited as 
a grassy area to conserve the 
soil." 
Darla Chaddock 
Land owned by Darla 

Chaddock of Yarmouth was cho-

Clifford Hinson 
Clifford Hinson of Kingston 

was chosen as the local winner of 
the Woodland Owner of the Year 
Award. This award, co-sponsored 
by the Forestry Division of the 
Iowa DNR and Conservation Dis­
trict of Iowa, is designed to rec­
ognize individuals who are doing 
an outstanding job of woodland, 
management. Actually, the 

Hinson land is now under the man­
agement of Clifford's son Bob. 

Bob Hinson says one of the 
first steps in managing a woodland 
is to have a professional _forester 
come in and decide exactly how 
many board feet of each tree spe­
cies are needed. Armed with this 
information, Hinson explained a 
landowner can then evaluate what 
to do next. The Hinsons have done 

sen as the winner in Division III, 
which is for landowners who be­
come new district coop~rators 
(first time participants) after Janu­
ary 1, 2003. 

Chaddock's land is managed by 
her father Rodney Wallman also 
of Yarmouth. Wallman explained 
that he made a plan . for Darla's 
farm and is now doing whatever 
he can afford each year. So far he 
has put in drainage tiles and wa­
terways. Next year he plans to 
build whole terraces. The federal 
and state government will pay for 
65% of this work. 

Wallman explained his theory 
about farms. "When an owner is 
done with it (the land) it should 
be better than when he got it," he 
stated. Wallman says he learned 
this practice from his family, all 
of whom believe that land should 
be improved. 

chestnut, conifer and wildlife 
plantings and created wet lands. 
"We left the steepest part for wild­
life," said Hinson 

"We're not in this for the 
money," explained Bob. He went 
on to say his whole family, includ­
ing the grandchildren, loves the 
timber and is knowledgeable 
about it. 
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Local landowners 
chosen for 
conservation 
awards 

The. Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
selected five locallandown~rs as 
District winners for the annual 
Iowa Soul Conservation awards 
Progr~m and Woodland Owner of 
the Year. 

The Iowa ~oil Conservation 
awards Program is co-sponsored 
by the Iowa state Soil Conse~a­
tion Committee and conservatiOn 
Districts of Iowa (CDI) and con­
sists if three divisions. 

Curtis Orr, Mediapolis, wa~ 
selected as the winner in division 

· I. This Division is for owner-op­
erated farms on which the owner­
operator has established and 
maintained the most complete 
conservation program. 

Nancy Dunn, Burlington, and 
Larry's farm Supply Ltd., 
Burlington, were selected as win­
ners in Division II. This division 
is for tenant-operated farms on 
which the best conservation pro­
gram has been established and 
maintained by the tenant and the 
landlord. 

Darla Chaddock, Yarmouth, 
was chosen as the winner in Di­
vision III, which is for landown­
ers who become new district co­
operators after January 1, 2003. 

Additionally, the District chose 
Clifford Hinson, Kingston, as a 

fYLLpo 

. ~Thursday, July~~, ~004 
News froiD· Des Moines Co. 
Soil & Water Conservation 

. selected as the winner in Divi-
Loca) Landowners sion 1. This division is for owner-

chosen for operated farms on which the 

conservation awards 
. The Des Moines County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 
selected five local landowners as 
Distric;t winners for the ann~al 
Iowa Soil Conservation Awards 
Program and Woodland Owner · 
of the Year. 

The Iowa Soil Conservation 
Awards Program, is co-spon­
sored by the Iowa State Soil 
Conservation Committee and 
Conservation Districts of Iowa . 
(CD I) and consists of three Di--
visions. 

Curtis Orr, Mediapolis was 

local winner of the Woodland 
Owner of the Year award. This 
award, co-sponsored by the For­
estry Division of the Iowa DNR 
and Conservation District of 
Iowa, is designed to recognize 
individuals who are doing an out­
standing job of woodland man­
agement. 

For more information on the 
awards program, please call the 
SWCD at 53-6221. 

owner-operator has established 
and maintained the most com­
plete conservation program. 

Nancy Dunn, Burlington, and 
Larry's Farm Supply Ltd. 
Burlington, were selected as 
winners in Division II. This di­
vision is for tenant operated 
farms on which the best conser­
vation program has been estab­
lished and maintained by the ten­

. ant and the landlord. 
Darla Chaddock, Yarmouth, 

was chosen as the winner in Di­
vision III, which is for landown­
ers who become a new district 
cooperators after January 1, 
2003. 

Additionally, the District 
chose Clifford Hinson, 
Kingston, as a local winner of 
the Woodland Owner of the Year 
award. This award, co-spon­
sored by the Forestry Division 
of the Iowa DNR and Conser­
vation Districts of Iowa, is de­
signed to recognize individuals 
who .are doing an outstanding 
job ofwoodland management 

For more information on the · 
awards program, please call the 
SWCD at 753-6221. 
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Page 6 -- Des Moines County ~ews . 

Corman receives Gary 
Wagner Memorial Award 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District, 
·with the assistance of the Des 

Moines County Conservation 
Board and Partners for Conser­
vation Foundation, is happy to 
announce that Wayne Corman 
of Sperry has been chosen as the 
recipient of the annual Gary 
Wagner Land Stewardship 
award. 

Wayne is a conscientious 
farmer who not only utilizes wise 
farming practices such as tillage 

and residue management but also 
implements strong conservation 
ethics when it comes to the non­
cropped areas of his farm. 

Through his hard work, the land 
will be left in better shape for 
future generations. 

Wayne will receive a $250.00 
cash award to be used for a con­

Carman receives Gary . servationorenhancementproject 

Wag. ner Memorl·al award ,.,. , n ~ ((lofiJ . and a plaque recognizing his ef-
, {_,1 "'~ -f1~u.b forts. These will be presented at 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District, with a later date. · 
the assistance of the Des Moines County Conservation Board and 
partners for Conservation Foundation, is happy to announce that Family and friends of Gary, 
Wayne Corman of Sperry has been chosen as the recipient of the to honor his memory and rccog­
annual Gary Wagner Land Stewardship award. 

Wayne is a conscientious farmer who not only utilizes wise farm­
ing practices such as tillage and residue management but also imple­
ments strong conservation ethics when it comes to the non-ctopped 
areas of his farm. Through his hard work, the land will be left in 
better shape for future generations. 

Wayne will receive a $250 cash award to be used for a conserva­
tion or enhancement project and a plaque recognizing his efforts. 
These will be presented at a later date. 

Family and friends of Gary Wagner, to honor his memory and rec­
ognize his· personal conservation efforts and to encourage others to 
follow his example, developed the Gary Wagner Land Stewardship 
award~ The award is given to individuals demonstrating a personal 
commitment to the protection and enhancement of Des Moines 
County's natural environment. 

To be eligible for the award, a nominee must own property in Des 
Moines County, show long-term dedication and commitment to con­
servation and environment in the areas of wetlands, woodlands, wild­
life, prairies, conservatimi awareness/education, and farming prac­
tices, and show commitment to conservation/environment through 
personal accomplishments, not professional work. 

For more information about the nomination process please call the 
Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District at 319-
753-6221. 
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nize his personal conservation 
efforts to encourage others to 

follow his example, developed 
the Gary Wagner Land Steward-

ship award. The award is given 
to individuals demonstrating a 

personal commitmeni to the pro- , 
tection and enhancement of Des 
Moines County's natural envi­
ronment. 

To be eligible for the award, a 
nominee must own property in 
Des Moines County, show long-

term dedication and commitment 
to conservation and environment 
in the areas of wetlands, -wood-

lands, wildlife, prairies, ·conser­
vation awareness/education, and 
farming practices, and show 
commitment to conservation/ 

environment through personal 
accomplishments, not profes­
sional work. 

For more information about 
the nomination process, please 
call .the Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
at 753-6221. 
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Four Soil Conservation 
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4 Commissioner terms expiring 

..., t .U1 •••• 1111 ....... .,.... ..... , ....................... . 

..., ' ,,. ............ ,.. .. "...................... ..... 
J\J .. • • r • • • • • • • • • • • • ... • ~ - • II - .... • • ....._ 

The terms of four Des Mounes County Soil and Water Conserva- .-: • • • • .. • · • • • · • · ... - · · · · • · · • • • •..,. ~ -····-tion District Commissioners will be on the ballot for the 2004 general --• 
................. -...... . ' ............. .. 

election. The terms of Todd Heckenberg, Benton Township; Don 
Lounsbury, Pleasant Grove Township; and Ron Snyder, Burlington, 
will expire on January 3, 2005. The term of Bob Hinson, Tama Town­
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ship, will expire on November 2, 2004. ·"'' 
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Any qualified elector residing in the soil and water conservation · .. 
district, which is all of Des Moines County including cities and towns, ·.~: 
is eligible for the office of Commissioner. No more than one commis- ;:; 
sioner may be a resident of any one township. Incumbent commis­
sioner is Maureen Fosdick, Franklin Township; therefore, residents "' 
of Franklih Township would not be eligible for office at this time. 

Prospective candidates seeking the office of soil and water conser­
vation district commissioner must file nomination petitions in the same • 
manner as for other elective positions at the general election, except ~ 

. th:at no political party. is designated. Nomination petitions can be ob- ' 
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tained from the'County Auditor. 
· These petitions, signed by 25 eligible electors, must be filed with -

... .. . .. .. -..... •• •1 ... .-- ......... . 

• I ..- • .a • • • • ._ • 

the County Auditor at the Des Moines County Courthouse no later " 
than 5 p.m. on August 25, 2004. 

..... ..,. ..... . .............. . 
Soil and water conservation district commissioners serve without 

salary and guide the overall soil and water conservation program. in ' 
the county. For further information pertaining to the responsibilities oj 

of a commissioner, contact Des Moines County Soil and Water Con­
servation District office, 3625 Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington, or call 

. .. -.. -......... . ............... ...... 

319-753-6221. 
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......... ,. • the program to the elementary stu- instructor Dallas Massner for mak:-
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vation was covered by Maureen 
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Becoming 'ag-literate' 
On Monday of this week, students at Mediapolis Schools 

were immersed in all things agriculture to help students be 
"ag literature." The full day of activities - entitled 'Ag in 
the Classroom' - was sponsored by the Des Moines County 
Farm Bureau. Farmers and farm wives presented informa­
tion in 15-minute presentations on everything from poul­
try to pork to Mediapolis elementary students Monday 
morning. FFA students and advisor Dallas Massner brought 
in farm animals in the afternoon for students to see and 
touch up-close. Farmer Pat Edmonds parked his tractor at 
the school for s_tudents to see. Carol Messer, who orga­
nized the event for the Farm Bureau, presented two books, 
"Life on a Cattle Farm" and Life on aPig Farm" and a 
video to the school 's library. 

The students really seemed to enjoy the presentations 
and view into the world of agriculture, as their morning 
was filled with information and hands-on activities. Those 
helping students to become ag-literate were: Catherine 
Miller and Dawn Pulford - ·beef by-products; Carol Abel 
and Martha Kulow - pork; Tom Rappenecker and Jennifer 
Meller - dairy; David Eberhardt and Emily Ivins- sheep; 
Tom and JoAnn Steiner- poultry; Charles Pilling, Kelly 
Keitzer and Amanda Abel - soybeans; Paul 'Beckman and 
Cheryl Hillyard - com; Carol Messer and Chad Kuntz -
water and soil; and Maureen Fosdick - trees and garden. 

Above: Dawn Pulford (left) and Catherine Miller show cattle by-products, in­
cluding baseball mitts, Jello and marshmallows. Lower right: Paul Beckman 
talks about Southeast Iowa being "King of CORN." Lower middle: Amanda Abel 
(back) and Kelly Keitzer distribute samples of soymilk to kindergartners. Lower 

left: eighth graders cuddle with a lamb with 
help from FFA members. 
Upper left: a student makes a wild bird treat 
with peanut butter, pine cones and bird 
seed. Photos by Kendra Jahn & Joyce 
Swafford. 
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oster contest 
entries sought 
The HawkEye 

The Des Moines County Soil 
~d Wate~ Conservation District 
IS sponsonng a poster contest for 
all students in Des Moines 
County. 

Celebrate Conservation 
posters should focus on the bene­
fits con.servation has brought to 
~he Uruted States or how it has 

. Improved people's lives. 
. Poste~ will be judged accord­
I-?g to therr message, visual effec­
tiveness, originality and univer­
sal appeal. 

Posters must be made . on 
poster paper ranging in siZe from 
~Y~-by-11 inches up to 22-by-28 / 
mches. Any artistic medium can 
be used, including paint magic 
marker, pencil, cut and paste or 
crayon. Three-dimensional ef­
fects are not aceepted. 

Posters sh9uld he completed by 
the competing student only. . 

The first-place winner from 
each division will be submitted 
for ~e regional competition. The 
regiOnal first place winner from 
each division will be submitted 
for the state competition ahd the 
five st:ate winning poste~s will be 
s~bnntted to national competi­
tion. 
.~~ions for the contest are: 

DiVIsion 1, kindergarten and first 
gr~de; Division 2, second and 
third grades; Division 3 fourth 
through sixth grades; Di~sion 4, 
seventh though ninth grades· 
and Division 5, lOth through 
12th grades. 

The deadline for the contest is 
March25. 

For additional details, contact 
the SWCD at (319) 753-6221 or 
(319) 753-3625. 

SWCD chooses Teacner ot Jne Year 
The Des Moines County .Soil and Water Conservation District chose 

Notre Dame High School teacher Kjrsten Bobb as the local winner in 
Division 2 of the 2005 Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program. 

The purpose of the award is to recognize public or parochial school 
teachers who are performing outstanding service in creating public 
awareness of the need to safegurd our heritage of natural and human 
resources. Division 2 consists' of teachers in grades 7 through 12. 

The SWCD chose Kjrsten as their local winner because of her teach­
ing philosophy. She feels students need to experience nature frrsthand. 
Kjrsten said, "Firsthand experience with nature makes student learn­
ing unforgettable and this is the heart of the conservation education 
program. Students grow into citizens and decision makers who will 

' continue and expand conservation practices in the future." 
For more information about the· awards program, please contact the 

SWCD at 319-753-6221. 

Local landowners chosen 
for conservation awards 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District has 
selected three local landowners as District winners for the annual I 
ow a Soil Conservation Awards Program, which is co-sponsored by the 
Iowa State Soil Conservation Committee and Conservation Districts 
of Iowa (CDI). ' 

Jon Williams and Kory Klenk, both from Mediapolis, were selected 
as winners in the division for tenant operated farms on which the best. 
conservation program has been establishd and maintained by the ten-
ant and the landlord. ' 

William Totemeier, New London, was selected as the winner -in the 
divisio~ for owner-operated farms on which the owner-operator has 
established and maintained the most complete conservation program. 

If you know a landowner or producer you fell is doing a great job of 
conserving natural resources,please call the Soil & Water Conserva­
tion District at 319-753-6221 to nominate them! fYie{XJ ~l-<i 

·Poster r.:-~nte~¥oS · 
celebrates 
conservation 

Ag sc~olarship offered by:tsmw~c~0-----------
. Des Momes County Soil and Water . 

The Des Moines County Soil 
~nd Water Conservation District 
Is sponsoring a poster contest 
"Celebrate Conservation," for a1i 
students in Des Moines County. 

Divisions for the contest are 

I?g a schol~rship to a local student w;~ns~rvatwn District is offer­
field o~ ag':culture or natural resources wll pursue a career in any 

Appllcatwn packets are available at .. 
l?r offices or call the Des Moines C high s~hool guidance counse­
twn District at 753-6221. ounty Sod and Water Conserva-

EQIP applications now taken . 
The Natural Res?ur~es Conservation Service has be un t . . 

~:!~e~J~~i ~1}bcatwns for Environmental Quality 1nce~O: ~~ 
vation practi~es ~:~~~=~lyo~e~~~~s~:dareAto ilinsta~l certai.n conser-
cepted t'l D 1 · PP catwns will be ac-un I ec. . Please contact the NRCS ff , 
to schedule an appointment. 0 Ice at 319-753-6221 

. Divis.ion 1 - grades kindergarten 
and first; DivisiOn 2 _ grades sec­
ond and third; Division 3 _ grades 
fourth through sixth; Division 4 -
grades seventh though ninth: and 
Division 5 -grades lOth thr~ugh 
12th. 

The deadline to complete the 
~osters is March 25. For detail 
mformation on rules, judging cri­
tena and awards, please contact the 
SWCD at 319-753-6221 or 3625 
Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington. 

.... . ............. . 
:···~·········,~············· . 
----------------·----------~ 
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Coo-kbooks for Sale 

The Des Moines-County Soil and Water Conse;vatio·n District is in the process of compiiing a t·~ste 
tempting cookbook with recipes coming from· our past and present District Corninissioners~ Assistants 
arid office personnel. The cookbook will feature ·a three-ring-binder cov~r -and conta~n over 3oo recipes 
including appetizers, main dishes, desserts and more. It will ~sell for $14.00 (pl~s shippit:tg and handling 
if not -pic"ked up)_. Copies will be available in June. All proceeds fr9m the 'sale of_ the cookbooks will be 
used for our educational and scholarship programs. To reserve a copy of the cookbook, call J·amie at 
319-753-62'21. ,. , . 
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book 
Authors hope to raise education ffioney 
By Tim Hoskins 

Iowa Farmer Today 

B URLINGTON - Members of the 
Des Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation Distnct (SWCD) are 

hoping sales from a cookbook will fill the 
gap in funds for their scholarship and 
educational efforts . 

"We needed the scholarships," says 
Maureen Fosdick, a commissioner for 
the Des Moines County SWCD who 
grows corn and soybeans. 

The scholarships fund not only stu­
dent scholarships but also scholarships 
for teachers, she explains. 

Proceeds from the cookbook also will 
fund some award programs, such as its 
annual poster contest, which students 
make with a conservation theme. 

FOSDICK SAYS they normally award 
cash prizes for the top three and honor­
able mention in five categ0ries. 

This year, the county had three region­
al winners. 

The county winners advance to are­
gional competition and then to state 
com petition. 

In 200 1, Fosdick says they had one 
entry for the poster competition. Last 
year, they had 150 entries. 
.=·"It has grown," she says of participa­

tion in the poster contest. 
The cookbook contains 16 cooking 

hints, such as measurement and mi­
crowave advice. 

"There are helpful hints," says Fosdick. 
"For the really creative person, we 

have napkin folding." 

THE RECIPES are submitted by family 
and friends of people associated _with the 
SWCD. 

Fosdick contributed her Hawaiian 
Ham recipe to the cookbook. 

Her mother found it in another cook­
book, and then she tweaked the recipe. 

Lori Heckenberg, whose husband Todd 
serves as a SWCD commissioner, sub­
mitted a muffin recipe she makes for 

Maureen Fosdick, Lori Heckenberg 

Pumpkin Sheet Cake 

get-togethers. 
The ·Heckenberg farm includes corn, 

soybeans an& a registered_ Polled Here­
ford herd. 

Jamie Grimes, who works for the Des 
Moines SWCD, submitted her pulled 
pork recipe. 

The cookbook has 350 recipes in a 
three-ring binder with plastic stand. 

The cookbooks cost $14 plus $4.95 for 
shipping and handling. 

For more information, call Grimes at 
the Des Moines County SWCD, 319-753-
6221. 

Slow-Cooked 
Pulled Pork 

(above) 
1 medium onion, coarsely 
chopped 
Y2 C. cider vinegar 
Y2 C. ketchup 
1it C. light molasses 
1 T. sweet paprika 
1 T. spicy brown mustard 
2 T. Worcestershire sauce 
Y2 tsp. cayenne pepper 
Y2 tsp. black pepper 
1 tsp. salt · · 
1it tsp. liquid smoke flavoring 
1it C. water 

' 4 lbs . boneless pork roast 
In a slow cooker, stir onion, 

·vinegar, ketchup, molasses, pa­
prika, mustard, Worcestershi re 
s.auce, cayenne pepper, black 
pepper, salt, liquid smoke and 
water until combined. 

Add pork to sauce mixture and 
toss to coat. Cover and cook on 
lOw setting 8-1 0 hours . Transfer 
pork to a large bowl. 

Pork will be very tender and 
fall apart. Pour sauce into a 
medium bowl and set aside . 
Shred the pork and return to slow 
cooker. Skim fat from sauce. Pour 
sauce over pork and toss to com­
oine. 

Pumpkin _Sheet Cake 
2. C sugar 
4 eggs 
1 C. oil 
2 C. flour 
Y2 tsp . salt 
2 tsp. cinnamon 
2 tsp . soda 
2 C . pumpkin . 
Beat eggs· and add rest of in­

g fiedients. 
Bake 30 minutes at 350° in a 

15 1/ 3- X 1 0 1/ 2-inch sheet cake 
pan. Frost when cool. 

Frosting: 
1, 3-oz. package cream 

cheese 
1, l-Ib. box powered sugar 
1 stick butter, softened 
1 tsp . vanilla 
Mix well or until fluffy. Spread 

on cake. Garnish with chopped 
pecans, if desired . 

Grilled Ham with 
Hawaiian Sauce 

l-inch center-cut ham slice 
Y2 C. pineapple juice 
lit C . brown sugar 
1 T. vinegar 
1 T. mustard 
Y2 tsp. ginger 
Place ham slice in a glass bak­

ing dish. Combine pineapple 
juice, brown sugar, vinegar, mus­
tard and ginger. 

Pour over ham . Let stand 1 
hour at room temperature or sev­
eral hours in the. refrigerator. 

Broil over medium coal about 
15-20 minutes, turning and 
brushing with sauce occasional­
ly. Heat remaining sauce and 
pass with ham . 

A.M. Delight Muffins 
3 eggs 
Y2 C. vegetable oil 
Y2 C . milk 
l Y2 tsp. vanilla 
2 C . flour 
3it C . sugar 
2 tsp . baking soda 
1 Y2 tsp. cinnamon 
Y2 tsp . salt 
2 C . chopped apples 
2 C . shredded carrots 
Y2 coconut 
1/ 2 C . raisins 
Y2 C . slivered almonds 
Combine eggs, oil, milk and 

vanilla . Add flour, sugar, baking 
soda , cinnamon and salt. · Stir in 
apples, carrots, coconut, raisins 
and almonds. 

Fill muffin cups half full. Bake 
20-25 minutes at 375o 
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Cookin' DM Style 
Submitted By Jamie Grimes 

As you all know, the Des Moines County Soil and 

Water Conservation District has been selling 

cookbooks since May 2005 as a fund raising 

project. Here's the rest of the story: 

How did the idea come about? Meeting after 

meeting, the SWCD talked about ways to raise 

money but there was never anything that jumped 

out at them. Then one day, an employee, who is 

also a cookbook collector, was avidly researching 

ideas and came upon an article about selling 

cookbooks - how easy it was and how you could 

make a lot of money. The idea was presented to 

the board, and they agreed to give it a shot. 

Was it easy? NO! Letters were sent requesting 

recipes (trying to find descendants from original 
10r deceased board members and employees was 

time consuming), along with a form a recipe could 

be copied onto and returned to the SWCD. The 

SWCD, in turn, would collect the forms and submit 

them to the company creating the cookbook. 

Sounds simple - until the recipes starting rolling 

in and you couldn't read the handwriting, or 

ingredients were left out or listed but never told 

when to incorporate into the dish. So the same 

Area 5 QST Newsletter-March 2006 

Cookbooks are still available if 

you would like to purchase one! 

They are $14 and can be shipped 

for an extra $4.50 or delivered at 

meetings. just call Jamie at 319-
.__ ______ _..J 753- 6221. 

employee with the great idea ended up reading, 

calling contributors with questions, typing all 

350 recipes that were contributed, and proof 

reading the final copy. 

Although deciphering recipes was difficult, it 

was also very interesting to see all the different 

ones that we got. Of the 3 50 recipes 

contributed, there were only 2 duplicates. We 

also received several recipes from the 1 BOO's 

and some very unique recipes - ever heard of 

cheese mush? 

Have we made a lot of money? A lot - no - but 

we have passed the break even point and are 

making a profit every time a cookbook is sold. 

Once all the books are sold, we will probably 

make enough money to make it worth it. The 

profits are being used for scholarships, poster 

contest, awards, and educational projects. 

Early Rain for Iowa & Johnson County SWCD's 
Submitted By james Martin 

In November 2005, a new computer CD, The Rain on 

Your Roof, was presented to each Soil and Water 

Conservation District in Iowa. The CD was developed 

by the Clear Creek Watershed Project of the Johnson 

and Iowa County SWCD's. The contents include 

rainwater management activities for all ages. 

Production was made possible with help from the 

Conservation Districts of Iowa and the Natural 

,... nurce Conservation Service. 

Middle-school students through adults can use the 

Residential Rainwater Audit to compare run-off from 

a l-inch rain using current practices and best 

management practices. An illustrated story of two 

water cycle journeys by Clark Raindrop may be 

printed and read to lower elementary age children. 

A field guide for 12 wetland activities is designed 

for use with upper elementary ages. Both a 22 

minute video and a publication on how to build a 

rain garden are included. 

The public may purchase copies of the CD at the 

Johnson County District Office for $2.00. Further 

duplication of the CD for non-profit use (libraries, 

schools, etc.) is encouraged! 



Plants on sale in the 
name of education 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis­
trict is selling landscaping 
plants and spring bulbs. Each 
packet is $5. Proceeds will go to­
wards scholarship and educa­
tional programs. 

There are 17 different plants 
and bulbs including several 
types of lilies, everbearing 
strawberries, orchids and much 
more. Each plant and bulb is 
guaranteed to bloom or it will 
be replaced for free. 

To place an order, contact 
your local commissioner or stop 
in the SWCD office at 3625 
Flint Ridge Drive, Burlington. 
Money is due when the order is 

· placed. For directions or if you 
have questions, call . J amie at 
(319) 753-6221. 

-·-·-~~ ... ·-

52!!es~~!~h~?rn ~~!i~t~~~~g (CSR) on ~~?an~1 
The De.s Momes County Soil and Water Conservation District 
has available a CD that contains soil information for Des Moines 
County. 

The CD includes three sections: 
. · S~il Survey data tables such as prime farmland, yields, build­
mg .site ~evelopme~t, hydric soils, soil features and properties, 
engmeenng properties and more. ~ 

·An. Interactive Soil Survey Program that allows you to figu~e 
the smls, CSR and topography for specific areas. 

·A user's guide with step by step directions. 
To i~quire about prices, shipping, availability or additional in­

formatiOn, please contact Jamie at the Des Moines County SWCD 
at 319-753-6221. __ 

EQIP Federal cost-share available 
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service is accept­

ing applications from Des Moines County landowners who want 
to apply for cost-share funds from the Environmental Quality 
Improvement Program (EQIP).Q EQIP is a federal cost-share pro­
gram for installing conservation practices on privately owned farm 
ground.Q EQIP is available for the installation of soil erosion con-

.-~-~~--~-~---...... .....---.--------. servation structures as well as other practices that relate to live-
stock and plant and water quality. , 

To sign-up, please stop in the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service office.Q If you have any questions, contact NRCS at 319-
753-6221. 

Linkins ·receive Gary Wagner 
Memorial Award 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District, 
with the assistance of the Des Moines County Conservation Board 
and Partners for Conservation Foundation, is happy to announce 
that ·Rod and Carol Linkin of New London have been chosen as 
the recipients of the annual Gary Wagner Land Stewardship award. 

Rod and Carol's commitment to the land is shown through the 
projects they have comple~ed that are beneficial for wildlife, soil 
and water conservation such as native grass plantings, food plots, 
terraces, and timber management practices. Through their hard 
work, the land will be left in better shape for future generations. 

The Linkins will receive a $250.00 cash award to be used for a 
conservation or enhancement project and a plaque recognizing their 
efforts. These will be presented at a later date. 

Family and friends of Gary developed the Gary Wagner Land 
Stewardship award to honor his memory and recogriize his per­
sonal conservation efforts and to encourage others to follow his 
example. The award is given to individuals demonstrating a per­
sonal commitment to the protection and enhancement of Des 
Moines County's natural environment. 

To be eligible for the award, a nominee must own property in 
Des Moines County, show long-term dedication and commitment 
to conservation and environment in the areas of wetlands, wood­
lands, wildlife, prairies, conservation awareness/education, and 
farming practices, and show commitment to conservation/envi­
ronment through personal accomplishments, not professiopal work. 

For more information about the nomination process, please call 
the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District at 
753-6221. 

• • I P. I! •. . ........ 
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Cattlemen take -tour 
Rural New London farmer Don Lounsbury( 2nd from left) discussed the EQUIP project with interested cattlemen, 
during a tour of his farm operation last Wednesday afternoon. His farm was one of two sites selected for the 
annual Des Moines County Cattleman's Tour. EQUIP (Environmental Quality Incentives Program) helps farmers 
with assistance in managing mud and manure in their farming operations. The USDA program offers financial 
and technical help to install or implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land. 
Helping him discuss EQUIP-is Dale Schmeiser, of Des Moines County Soil Conservation (3rd from left). Photo 
by Charlie Jahn. 
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Todd Heckenberg 
Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation District 
1104 Derek Lincoln Dr. 
West Burlington, lA 52655 

September 4, 2001 

Dear Mr. Heckenberg: 

My name is Jesse Wooldridge. I want to thank you very much for the scholarship I 
received. It will do much to help me meet my goal of owning and operating my own 
cow/calf operation. 

Thank you again for your assistance. 

Sincerely: 

~w~ 
Jesse Wooldridge 



Des Moines County Soil 
And Water Conservation District 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, lA 52655 

September 19, 2006 

Dear Mr. Heckenburg, 

I would like to thank you for the scholarship I received from the Tri-State 
Agricultural Education Foundation. It is an honor to be recognized for my hard 
work and this scholarship helps me focus more on my school work and worry less 
about money. 

Your generosity has made a profound difference in my life and I am truly grateful 
to be a recipient of this scholarship. 

Thanks again! 



Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
3625 Flint Ridge Drive 
Burlington, lA 52655 

September 19, 2006 

Dear Mr. Heckenburg, 

I was chosen to receive a scholarship from the Tri-State Agricultural Education 
Foundation this year, and I am writing to express my sincere gratitude for this 
award. '· 

Your generosity has made a big impact on my life and I look forward to working 
hard to complete my education at sec. 

Thank you again! 

Sincerely, 

fkaA 
Josh Corman 
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Poster contest 
announced 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis­
trict is sponsoring a poster. con­
test, "Conservation's Power," 
for students in Des Moines 
County. 

The deadline to complete the 
posters is March 26. For infor­
mation on rules, division cate­
gories, judging criteria and 
awards, contact the soil and 
water conservation district at 
(319) 753-6221. . 

DMC SWCD sponsors poster contest 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District 

is sponsoring a poster contest, "Conservation's Power", for all 
students in Des Moines County. · 

The deadline to complete the posters is March 26. For detail 
information on rules, division categories,' judging criteria and 
awards, please contact the SWCD at 319-753-6221 or 3625 Flint 
Ridge Drive, Burlington. 

• 

2007 Des Moines County Soil & Water 
Conservation Poster Contest 

This year's poster contest.tp..€me is "Conservation's 
_Power." Everyone wants to help 
improve the world . But sometimes 
the scope of the world's problems 
seems beyond the reach of one 
person. This theme helps to remin.._· . ·"-'""'·••,:,;;. 
us of the power of each person to 
conserve natural resources and 
improve the world. When people work together, that 
power grows and grows. And as these good deeds 
multiply across the nation, the results can be spec­
tacular! The contest has 5 different age divisions. 
The poster must be made on regular poster paper--­
size 8.5"X 11" up to 22"X28" only. Monetary prizes will 
be given and the deadline is March 26, 2007. Please 
call the Extension office (31 9-754-7556) for more 
specific information and an entry form . 

· is spo so iin a poster contest, 
"~ons rva- ion's Power," for all 
student , in Des Moines ~ounty. · 
The deadline to complete the post-

Conservation Poster Contest ~ 0 

"Water Wise" is the theme for the 2006 Soil & ~I 
Conservation Poster' Contest. Water is vital to our life. 
Water makes up more that 60°/o of our body and 
about 75°/o of our brain. It helps make possible our 
every movement, thought, and feeling. We some- . 
times take water for granted. But this precous re-
source may become increasingly scarce as we place 
more demands on fresh water sources. 
Posters will be judged on the entry's conservation 
message (50°/o ), visual effectiveness (30°/o ), univer-
sal appeal ( 1 0°/o) and originality ( 1 0°/o ). There are five 
divisions for youth in grades K-12 and cash prizes for 
top winners! For complete rules and entry form, 
contact the Extension office or call Jamie at 319-753-
6221. Entries are due March 27 at the Des Moines 
County Soil & Water Conservation District, 3625 Flint 
Ridge Drive, Burlington. 
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( Mediapolis High School Envirothon 2007 

Mediapolis High School2007 Envirothon Team: (left to right) seniors Angela Kuntz, 
Victoria Taffe, Michael Fosdick, Caleb Robb, and Elizabeth Weyer. 

On Monday, March 12th, five seniors from Mediapolis High 
School participated in a regional Envirothon competition held in Iowa 
City. The team was sponsored by the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. The students have been preparing for the 
competition since for the past few months, studying forestry, aquatic 
ecology, wildlife, and soils. 

The team competed against nine other teams from Iowa City 
West, Muscatine, Bellevue, Preston, and Lin-Mar. The team worked 
together to answer a series of questions about each subject. They earned 
top honors in the soils division. From the regional level, the top fifteen 
teams in the state advance to the state competition held at Springbrook 
State Park in Guthrie County, Iowa. 

A special thanks goes out to all who helped get the students 
prepared: Mr. Kaufman, Mrs. Carter, Gretchen Cline, and Kim 
Perlstein. 
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Low interest loans available 
The Local Water Protection Program (LWPP) is a new source 

_ of low-cost financing available to rural landowners and adminis­
tered through the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conserva­
tion District. This opportunity is available specifically to assist 
and encourage landowners to address non-point source pollution 
of Iowa streams and lakes. 

Iowa's largest contributor to water quality problems is polluted 
runoff. Although there are hundreds of sources of polluted runoff, 
the LWPP is intended to target those related to agricultural opera­
tions - specifically the delivery of sediment and nutrients into 
Iowa waters. 

Virtually all practices eligible for state and federal cost share 
are eligible under the LWPP .. These practices may include but are 
not limited to terraces, grade stabilization structures, water & 
sediment control basins, Waste storage structures, pasture and 
hay land planting, grassed waterways, filter strips, field· borders, 
windbreaks and riparian forest buffers. 

Practices installed through the LWPP must be built to Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) specifications. 
Additional details about the loans include: 

-Loans from $5,000 to $50,000 
-Terms up to 10 years 
-Can fund up to 100% of actual costs 
-Interest rate up to 3%- fixed rate 
-Funding is available when you need it 

. -.f\pplications are accepted year-round 
-No penalty for pre-payment 
-Linked deposit loan structure · . 
If you have questions or would be interested in applying. for a 

loan, stop in the Des Moines County SWCD office or call 319-
753~6221. . -==-t 

..... 
.. ...... , .... .... 

Cost share available for future work 

Conservation District 
seeks nominations 
The Hawk Eye 

Des Moines County Soil &~1 
Water Conservation District is 
requesting nominations for 
the Gary Wagner Land Stew­
ardship Award. 

This award is presented to a 
Des Moines County landowner 
who ~as shown long-term ded­
ication and commitment to 
conservation and environment 
in the areas of wetlands, wood­
lands, wildlife, prairies, con­
servation awareness/educa­
tion, and farming practices, 
and has shown commitment to 
conservation/environment 
through personal accomplish­
ments, not professional work. 

For more information on the 
nomination process, contact 
the Soil and Water Conserva'­
tion District office at (319) · 
753-6221. 

\ 

Th.e USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Des 
Moi~es ~ounty Soil and Water ConserVation District is accepting 
apphcatwns for federal and state cost share to install conserva­
tion practices on privately owned agricultural land for fall 2007 
or spring 2008. 
. Both programs offer up to 50% cost share for conservation prac­

tices such as terraces, water and sediment control basins, grassed 
waterways, grade stabilization structures, field .borders, pasture 
and hay land planting, and more. - . 

If you have any questions or would be interested in applying 
for cost share, stop in the NRCS/SWCD office or call 319-753- . 
6221. . . 



Nine farms honored with conservation awards 
Nine farm families from all 

regions oflowa have been honored 
for their environmental efforts to 
protect the soil and water. 

The nine farmers received 2007 
regional soil conservation awards 
last month at the district meetings 
of the Conservation Districts of 
Iowa (CDI). 

The awards are sponsored by 
CDI and the Iowa Farm Bureau 
Federation (IFBF). 

"These awards show that farm­
ers are the true stewards of Iowa 
land and water. They are tak­
ing the initiative to prevent soil 
erosion and nutrient runoff into 
streams, ponds and lakes," said 
Rick Robinson, IFBF environ­
mental policy advisor. "We need 
to take time to thank these folks, 
and all farmers, for their efforts." 

One of the regional winners 
will be selected as the 2007 state 
soil conservation award winner. 
The award will be announced in 
late November at the CDI annual 
meeting in Ames. 

Here is a list of this year's win­
ners and some of the conservation 
practices they have installed: 

. , 

Region 1 
Roy and Todd Folkerts of 

Inwood in Lyon County. 
The Folkerts are firm believ­

ers in no-till farming. Roy has 
been no-tilling for 15 years and 
has passed that belief on to his 
son, Todd. Along with their no­
till farming, the Folkerts have 
installed a number of conservation 
structures, including grass water­
ways, narrow and broad-base ter­
races, contouring, buffer strips 
and settling basins. They have a 
cattle operation and have estab­
lished a comprehensive ·nutrient 
management program. 

Region 2 
Randall Burt of Rowan in 

Wright County, operator; John 
Burt, owner. 

Randall and John Burt have 
both established windbreaks 
around their homes. Randall Burt 
has established wildlife cover in 
several locations on the edges of 
fields. 

Region 3 
Leland and Russell Meyer of 

of • I l 

·::::! ... ~ 

Aplington in Butler County. 
Most of the conservation work 

by Leland Meyer and his son, 
Russell, involves a feedlot where 
they finish cattle. They moved 
a portion of the feedlot fence to 
exclude an area where a concen­
trated flow of water would flush 
out manure aft~r a rain. They built 
a solids settling basin and a filter 
channel to clean runoff water. 

Region 4 
Kevin Bergman, operator, of 

Sumner, and Kim Pleggenkuhle, 
owner, of Waucoma in Fayette 
County. 

Pleggenkuhle has enrolled 
a portion his farm into the Con­
servation Reserve Program ( CRP) 
to control erosion, enhance wild­
life and protect streams and lakes. 
Bergman has adopted no-till farm­
ing methods. The two men address 
nutrient and pest management by 
keeping records and using soil tests 
to determine farming procedures. 

Region 5 
David Dickinson, operator, 

and Donald Dickinson, owner, of 

.. ill 4 ; .. .; t • 

Logan in Harrison County. 
Dickinson has been a no-till 

grower for years. The farmers 
have been planting com no-till 
into soybean stubble for 15 years, 
and beans have been no-tilled into 
com stalks for three years. The 
farm also has brome pastures for 
its cow-calf pairs. For the past 
several years, the Dickinsons have 
planted several acres of oats in 
areas that needed to be terraced, 
allowing terracing in the summer. 

Region 6 
Marc Halbloom, operator, and 

Allan and Michelle Illum, owners, 
of Haverhill in Marshall County. 

The Illums work hard to 
update and maintain their farm. 
The family plants trees on ripar­
ian buffers. A sediment basin has 
been installed to keep sediment 
and nutrients from reaching the 
ponds. 

Region 7 
Mark and Janet Dimit of 

Grinnell in Poweshiek County. 
The Dimits plant row crops on 

their best ground and seed other 

• 'f I ... .. .. . . • I .... 

acres to grass hay or wildlife habi­
tat. They have installed contour 
grass strips and seeded grass on 
critical slopes. · 

Region 8 
Gary Boswell of Coming in 

Adams County. 
Boswell began no-tilling his 

highly erodible land in 1984 to 
conserve soil, and then went com­
pletely no-till in 1996 because he 
found that the practice was effi­
cient on non-highly erodible acres. 
When he acquires new farmland, 
Boswell works with the owners to 
install conservation practices and 
is especially conscientious about 
planting grass on headlands. 

Region 9 
Jack Strawhacker of Burling­

ton in Des Moines County. 
Strawhacker pursues many 

programs offered by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
including CRP quail borders and 
a biomass program through the 
EQIP program. He takes good 
care of his farm and pride in pre­
serving the environment. .. , .. . . : 
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Local farmers chosen 
for conservation awards 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water <?onservatio~ District selected five local landowners/ 
prQducers as winners for the annual Iowa Soli Conse~at10~ A~~~s Progr~. . . . . 

Jack Strawhacker, Burlington, was selected as the wmn~r m DivisiOn~· ~Is diVISion Is for owner­
operated farms on which the owner-operator has established and mamtamed the most complete 

conservation program. . . . 
Dale and Julie Bartelt, Me.diapolis, and Mike and Jason Hmson, ~ngston, were selected. as wm-

ners in Division 2. This division is for tenant-operated farms on which the best conservation pro-
gram' has been established and maintained by the tenant and the ~an~lo~d. . .. 

Additionally, Jack Strawhacker was chosen to represent the Distnct m regional competition for 

Region 9 in southern Iowa. . . 
The Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program IS co-sponsored by .the Iowa Stat~ ~~11 Conserva-

tion Committee and Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI) and consists of three Divisions. 

Strawhacker receives award 

Landowners honored 
The Hawk Eye 

Five local landowners/producers have been selected as winners 
of the annual Iowa Soil Conservation Awards Program sponsored 
by Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Jack Strawhacker of Burlington was selected/ as the winner in 
Division 1. This division is for owner-operated farms on which 
the owner-operator has established and maintained the most 
complete conservation program. 

Dale and Julie Bartelt of Mediapolis and Mike and Jason Hin­
son of Kingston were selected as winners in Division 2. This divi­
sion is for tenant operated farms on which the best conservation 
program has been established and maintained by the tenant and 
the landlord. 

Additionally, Strawhacker was chosen to represent the district 
in regional competition for Region 9 in southern Iowa. 

jack Strawhacker, of Des Moines County, is the recipient of the Region 
9 Des Moines County Soil & Water Conservation Award. jim Flinspach 

is the Farm Bureau representative from jefferson County presenting the 

award. The award was presented Sept. 4. · 

DMC Sqil and Water Regional 
Award winner announced 

The Des Moines County Soil and · 
Water Conservation District Com­
missioners ate pleased to announce 
that Jack Strawhacker, Burlington, 
has been selected as the regional 

· winner of the Iowa Soil Conserva­
tion Awards Program for Region 9. 

Strawhacker was selected by the 
Des Moines County SWCD as a 
local wiriner in the owner-opera­
tor division of the awards program. 
His score sheet and conservation 
plan competed with 13 counties in 
Region 9. The state consists of nine 

regions, and each regional wirmer 
will be sent on for state competi­
tion. 

Strawhacker was judged on 
four categories: land adequately 
treated, conservation practices ac­
complished, community service, 
and general farm, husbandry. Des 
Moines County Farm Bureau 
would like to congratulate Jack 
Straw hacker on his award. 

For more information about the 
awards program, plea~e contact the 
SWCD at (319) 753-6621. 



Strawhacker advances to state 

jefferson County Farm Bureau Past President jim Flinspach presented an award to jack Strawhacker of Des 
Moines County c:>n Sept. 4 in Fairfield. Strawhacker received this award for being Region 9 Outstanding Conver­
sationalist and will advance to the state level. This award is sponsored by Iowa Farm Bureau. 

·Strawhacker receives 
regional award 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners are pleased to 
announce that Jack Straw hacker, 
Burlington, has been selected as 

· the regional winner of the Iowa 
Soil Conservation Awards 
Program for Region 9. 

Straw~acker was selected by 
the Des Moines County SWCD 
as a local winner in the owner­
operator division of the awards 
program. His score sheet and 
conservation plan competed 
with thirteen counties in Region 

9. The State consists 'Of nine 
regions and each regional 
winner will be sent on for state 
competition. 

Strawhacker was judged on 
four categories: land adequately 
treated, conservation practices 
accomplished, community ser­
vice, and g-eneral farm hus­
bandry. 

If you would like more 
information about the awards 
program, please contact the 
SWCD at 319-753-6221. -------------------~ 

Strawhacker wins 
T~e Hawk Eye 

Jack Strawhacker of Burlington was the regional winner of 
the Iowa Soil Conservation awards program for Region 9. 

Strawhacker was selected by the Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District as a local winner in the owner-oper- · 
ator division of the awards program. 

The farmer was judged on four categories - land adequately 
treated, conservation practices accomplished, community service 
and general farm husbandry. · 

For more information about the program, people may contact 
the conservation district at (319) 753-6221. 
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2008 EQIP applications · 
due this fall 

To be considered for funding 
in fiscal year 2008, applications 
for the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) will 
be due at local- USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) this fall. 'This ~s about 
four months sooner than previ­
ous years, according 10 USDA 
officials. The exact ~utoff date 
will be released as soon as 
USDA officials make the final 
date decision. 

"We know this deadline will 
come at a busy time for most 
farmers," said Rick Van 
Klaveren, Iowa NRCS state con­
servationist. "So we are encour­
aging producers to come in 
sooner, before harvest, rather 
than later." 

Statewide EQ IP practices 
include, but are not limited to: 
grassed waterways, waste 
storage facilities, terracing, pest 
management, ag drainage well­
head protection and pasture 
management, tree planting, 
windbreaks, stripcropping, 
conservation tillage, organic 
crop production and wildlife 
habitat management. This list 
will vary from county-to-county 
based on local resource con­
cerns. 

Heavy rains this spring and 
. summer might have exposed 
some previously unknown areas 
of resource concerns, according 
to Van Klaveren . There may be 
financial assistance through 
EQIP to help address some of 
these problem areas. One of 
these opportunities may include 
financial assistance for repairing 
terraces breached or damaged by 
the spring and summer heavy 
rains. 

EQIP was originally estab­
lished under the 1996 Farm Bill. 
It provides technical and finan­
cial assffitance to landowners to 
voluntarily address soil, water 
and related natural resource 
concerns on private lands. 
Conservation plans must be 

developed for the entire area that 
will be included in the EQIP 
contract. 

NRCS provides leadership in 
a partnership effort to help 
people conserve, maintain and 
improve our natural resources 
and environment. 

cost-share avail­
able_ 

The NRCS is now accepting 
applications from Des Moines 
County landowners who want 
to apply for cost-share funds 
through EQIP. As crops are har­
vested this fall, producers are 
encouraged to think about con­
se~ation on their farms. Heavy 
rams throughout the growing 
season may have caused areas 
of erosion in crop fields. EQIP 
is available for the installation 
of soil erosion conservation 
structures (such as terraces and 
~onds) as well as other prac­
tices that relate to livestock and 
plant and water quality. 

To sign-up, please stop in the 
NRCS office. If you have any 
questions, contact NRCS at 
319-753-6221. 

lll):fLVII 

EQIP 
federal 
cost.;.share 
·available · 

Attention Des Moines · County 
Fann Bureau members: The NRCS 
is now accepting applications from 
Des Moines County landowners who 
want to apply for cost-share funds 
through EQIP. As crops are harvested 
this fall, producers are encouraged 
to think about conservation on their 
farms. Heavy rain; throughout the 
growing season may have caused 
areas of erosion in crop fields. EQIP 
is available for the installation of soil 
erosion conservation structures (such 
as terraces and ponds) as well as 
other practices that relate to livestock 
and plant and water quality. , 

To sign up, please stop in the NRCS 
office. If there are any questions, con­
tact NRCS at (319) 753-6221. 

· · · _ : Farmers encouraged to think about 
conservation thi$ harvest season 

As crops are harvested this fall, producers are encouraged to 
think about conservation on their Highly Erodible Land. Heavy 
rains .throughout the growing season may have ca~sed a~eas of 
erosion in crop fields, but producers should check with the~r local 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser\rice (NRCS) before domg any 
tillage to repair the problems. . 

Producers found to not have enough crop residue or washed out 
areas are risking losing benefits from all USDA pr?grams. _These 
programs include, but are not limited to: Commodity Credit Cor­
poration Storage. Payments, Conserv~tion Reserve Program .C<?RP), 
Direct an·d Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), Loan Deficiency 
Program (LDP), Price Support Loans. . , ' . 

As farm operations and technologies change, It s a _good Idea to 
keep conservation plans updated as well. Please. stop m your loc~ 
NRCS office to make sure you're doing what It takes to remam 
eligible for USDA program payments. Call the Des Moines County 
office at 319-753-6221 or the Louisa County· office at 319-523-
6411 to set up an appointment. 
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2009 EQIP applications 
due March 27 

To be considered for the first 
round of funding selections, 
ag producers must apply for 
Environmental Quality Incen~ 
tives Program (EQIP) financial 
assistance at local USDA­
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) offices by 
March 27. EQIP is offered 
through a continuous signup, but 
NRCS periodically makes fund- · 
ing selections as program dollars 
allow. 

EQIP _offers financial assis­
tance to · nstall conservation 
practices. Statewide EQIP prac­
tices include, but are not limited 
to: grassed waterways, manure r 

management facilities, terracing, 
pest management, ag drainage 
wellhead protection and pasture 
management. Other pnictices 
include tree planting, wind- . 
breaks, stripcropping, conserva-
t ·on tillage, organic crop produc­
tio and wildlife habitat man­
agement. 

Conservation plans must be 
developed for the entire area that 
will be included in the EQIP 
contract. EQIP was originally 
established under the 1996 Farm 
Bill and is reauthorized in the 
2008 Farm Bill. It provides tech­
nical and financial assistance to 
landowners to voluntarily ad-

dress soil, water and related 
natural resource concerns on pri­
vate lands. Congress included · 
new provisions in the 2008 Farm 
Bill setting aside 5 percent of 
EQIP fmancial assistance dollars 
to assist beginning fanners and 
another 5 percent to assist social 
disadvantaged farmers. 

For more information or to 
apply for an EQIP contract, con­
tact your -local USDA Service 
Center. _NRCS provides leader­
ship in a partnership effort to 
help people conserve, maintain 
and improve our natural re­
sources and environment. 

Not welcomed 
;- Because of the request from 
JY · the state veterinarian 
·s John Schiltz, Barb Bryant, 
.- Joyce Young and Laurie Ward­

:;, low established an emergency 
.. _ rescue animal shelter for local 
t - flooded communities along the 
w Des Moines and Mississippi 

">r rivers at the Lee County Fair­
:e grounds in Donnellson. 
cd Their dedication to sheltering 
7 dogs and cats should be com­
:d mended by the southeast Iowa 

area. I witnessed hard work by 
v- the people/animal disaster 
.s, groups from all over the United 
to States and the Iowa Depart­
. ment of Agriculture and Land 
e Stewardship volunteers. 

l1' The only unfortunate actions 
Je toward the shelter were the Lee 're County Fair Board membel"$ . 

continual harassment. 
Basically, the emergency 

shelter was pushed out before 
the July 5 deadline. These 
members were petty and un­
compassionate to these ladies 
efforts. Only one of the 18 mem-
bers was willing to help with 

l.O the shelter. 
If the Mormons in 1846 had 1 to stop in Donnellson and deal 

· .-, with these board members for 
:r shelter, they would have found 
o shelter elsewhere. :=-
;o KIM HANSON 
N Animal Disaster Volunteer 
lS Peoria, Ill. 

()ur choices·· · · 



Soil & Water Conservation 
Poster Contest 

The Des Nioines County Soil & Water Conservation 
District is offering a poster contest open to all youth 
in Iowa. Posters will be judged on the entry's conser­
vation message, visual effectiveness, universal appeal 
and originality. Divisions will be based on age. Win­
ners will receive cash prizes with honorable mentions 
receiving gift certificates from Pizza Hut. 
The theme of this years poster contest is ''Water is 
Life". The absolute undeniable fact is that physical life 
cannot exist on planet Earth without water. Simply 
put no water, no life. Poster should.relate to this 
theme. 
For more information and poster entry form call the 
Extension office at 754-7556 or 800-914-1914. Entry 
deadline is March 28th. 



Deadline nears for tree planting program 
Landowners who are interested in establishing trees in their 

CRP fields are able to receive up to 75% cost-share assistance for 
the planting. To be eligible, landowners need a general CRP con­
tract in the project area (which includes most of southeast Iowa.) 
A minimum of three acres must be planted by June 30,2008 and 
should consist of a mix of hardwood trees. Conifer~ and shrubs 
are allowed as well. Trees for CRP will not affect current CRP 
payments or the length of the contract. 

Many landowners have taken advantage of this program and 
the benefits it offers. This past year, Trees for CRP established 
over 575 acres of trees in southeast Iowa. These trees are provid­
ing wildlife habitat and a financial investment for the future. The 
program can be used to connect timbers to expand wildlife travel 
corridors , extend timber draws, or to plant entire CRP fields . 
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Brockways receive Gary 
Wagner ·Memorial Award 

The Des Moines County Soil 
and Water Conservation District, 
with the assistance of the Des 
Moines County Conservation 
Board and Partners for 
Conservation Foundation, has 
announced that Brockway 
Family LLLP of Burlington has 
been chosen as the recipients of 
the annual Gary Wagner Land 
Stewardship award. 

According to a news release 
from the Des Moines County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, "Mark and Terry are 
dedicated land stewards who are 
developing impressive 
.conservation areas that benefit 
wildlife, water, land and people. 
Through their hard work, they 
will leave· the land in better 
shape for future generations." 

Mark and Terry will receive 
a $250 cash award to be used for 
a conservation or enhancement 
project and a plaque recognizing 
their efforts. These will be 
presented to them at a later date. 

Family and friends of Gary 
Wagner, to honor his memory 

and recognize his personal 
conservation efforts and to 
encourage others to follow his 
example, developed the Gary 
Wagner Land Stewardship 
award. The award is given to 
individuals demonstrating a 
personal commitment to the 
protection and enhancement of 
Des Moines County's natural 
environment. 

To be eligible for the award, 1 

a nominee must own property in 
Des Moines County, show long 
term dedication and 
commitment to conservation and 
environment in the areas of 
wetlands, woodlands, wildlife, 
pratnes, conservation 
awareness/education, and 
farming practices, and show 
commitment to conservation/ 
environment through personal 
accomplishments, not 
professional work. 

For more information about 
the nomination process, call the 
Des Moines County Soil and 
Water Conservation District at 
753-6221. 



lhunday, April n, 1004 

''The Living Soil'' 
SOil Stewardship Week 

April25- May 2, 2004 
While most of us seldom 

come in daily contact with soil, 
we all depend on soil for our 
daily survival, according to or­
ganizers of the 2004 Soil and 
Water Stewardship Week obser­
vance, set for April 25 - May 2. 
"In generation after generation, 
it is important to bring attention 
back to the ·central theme - the 
living soil sustains all life on 
earth," said Don Lounsbury, 
chairperson of the Des Moines 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District. "Without the soil, 
nothing lives. Our conservation 
district works to protect healthy 
soils that in turn support a 
healthy environment, and 
healthy environments support 
healthy life," he added. 

Modem farmers and ranchers 
who practice soil conservation 
are doing their part to keep the 
living soil alive. Lessons from 
the past, such as the catastrophic 
"Dust Bowl" of the 1930's, have 
shown what can happen when 
the topsoil is not protected.from 

wind and water erosion. Today, 
private land managers employ a 
host of conservation practices, 
such as minimum tiliage, to pro­
tect the topsoil that feeds the 
nation. 

Soil health becomes more 
important wh.e11 you learn that 
millions of beneficial organisms 
are going through their daily 
routine of eating, breathing, liv­
ing and dying in the soil. One 
cup of fertile soil may contain 
as many bacteria as there are 
people on Eartl1. In o 
an area abouL f " foot­
ball filed - there may be a ton or 
more of · ,.:: scopic bacteria. 
That's equal to the weight of two 
full-grown cows! 

We e t ~he food, drink the 
water, breath ti e air, and enjoy 
the views, but only a few of us 
walk the fields and forests on a 
regular basis . and understand 
what those lands need from us 
in order to susta1ln the Eving soil. 
However, i.he local district iJas 
suggested three thin s each of us 
can ,do in o own backyards to 
be better stewards of our soil 
resources: 

· 1. Protect the soil from wind 
or water erosion by keeping 
healthy plants growing on the 
surface. .. 

2. Restore and maintain or­
ganic matter in 1the soil, such as 
grass clippings or trr:e l eav~s 
(compost). 

3. Protect soii life by using 
the least amounts and least toxic 
materials to control pest prob­
lems. 
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