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ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
Burns, Figaming

January 31, 1241,

Max Nauke
State Center, Icva.

a rambling sket
with the hope that

This is, cf course entirely from
no rocorde.relating to business,and all of the Sil
sone froem State Centor for 40 vearc. I will medify : ate
meat a little, for I stili have a niece living thore, [n it
Riii. If you should hanen to contact her, kiﬂﬁéjrfg' e y the
;’bleys and the Pughs are well, having cscancd tife 1, & that €
Thad Cunningham, vho was the butter maier, celewurated his 99th hirth-
tiay November 1st, end is feciing fine. As the Covdh oy says "he is win-
terinzg fine". : :

Yours very truly,

U -
Stephen e Sibler—,— Tt orney
urns, Wyomluc.

Presented by Helen Whitehill
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STATE CENTER CRTAMIRY.

In the early spring of 1379, my father, C. V. Sibley, who was a
“isconsin Gairye-mman to th:e lanor horn, and would rather milk a covw
than do anything else on the [arm, moved his family from seven miles
sorth of Newton, Jasper County, Iowa, where he had been farning and
lairying for "several years, to State Center where he established the
State Cenbter Creamery, the first creamery on the "gathered crean”" plan
tc be oncnew in larshall county.

We had f{cermerly lived near Ldenville (row il:odes) vhere the family
wWas engaged for several years in Terming and dairying, and my father
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n Stvate Center and the surrounding distri
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was firm 1in his bhelief that cculd measure cuite accuratly t:e snlen-
Gid developument of the dairy industry in the district &f ic was nrop=-

erly encouraged,
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e was aiso well acquainted with the Dunikileberger IDros., wo
o hasement rcom in Stote Center, and was deing what they termed a

" Ladle Pack" butter business by buying roll butter from the house-
wives and from the merchants in the different towns along the railroad
at a very low pricejg putting it on the sorting table and subjecting it
a uniformly mild cdegree of heat they softencd the rolls, added a little
coloring matter to make it uniform, reworked, packed in firkins or tubs
and sent to mariet a procduct for which there was é demande But what

about the price to the housewife for her labor, or encouragement to

the dairy industry?

He rented roem in a brick building on Fast Main street, State Conter,
on the YNeorth side of the Street, equipped it with a small power plant,
large cream vat, box churn, roller worker arnd on or about May &, 1879,
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ed his plant for business and the State Center Creauwery became an
cstahiished manufacturing plant,

He had previously canvassed the territory discussing with the farmers
and their wives the posibilities of the dairy industry as a weckly cash
income producer, and the advantages to be gained in price by handling

.
the perishable product of crecam in quantities and under strictly san=
itary conditions. He placed amonz the farmers who agreed to become
patrons, a milk can or contairer holding several galons of milk, with
a dust tight ccever and a gracuate glass in tl.e side for measuring the

v

number of units o

F

crean raised cn thie milk, the can eof nilk to be sct

it at an even

et

in a tank of fresh well water tc cool the milk ard hold
temiperature until the cream was lifted by the driver, or cream hauler,
whe covered his route once each day six days a week. Ile estanhlished
f'ive gathered cream routes, anda the veolume of busincss done the Tirst
six months exceecded his highest hores Tor the venture.

During the susxer he purchased 410n5 frame building which had Deen
built some years before for a cheese [lactery but never completed, and
moved it down to the Dudley property in the south nart of tcwn, which
he had lcased, and later on purchased, and there established the per-
manent home of the "State Center Creamery". I presume that the plant
is still located on that site, though it has been fifteen years since
the writer visited the old "‘jome Range".

My vather was somthing of a chewist. He knew the dairy business
thoroughly. Ee knew goed hutter and he knew how to make it. He en-
gaged Te ue Shaunce who had worked Tor Dunizleberger DBros., and in=
stalled him as assistant butter maker, and he surc made a first class
butter maler cut ef Tom. He also educated his son-in=law, T. A, Cun-

ningham, who become e real expert in bhutter making, winning a number
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o0f "Slue Libbons" on state Center Creawery Dutter, exhiibited at the Iowa

state air, and at several airy Conventions.
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Buring thie '80's the wairy industry in larshall and story ccunties
made a repid growth, and especially in the Tast and Vest part of the
cocunties, and to wect the deuniand two cream routes running cut from
Rhodes, and two running out from St. Anthony were organized and the
crean trausferred to the home plant. Later on when the Leparator made
itg§ appemrance, separator stations vere estavlished at St Antiony,
Lamoile, and VanCleve a little station south of State Zenter on the

"o

Grinnclic and lontazuwa Ry., nicli-nnmed in those days the "Get-mutceh".

cut tihe large volume of business was from gathered crean.

My fatiici never passed up an opportunity to seil on tracl, cven at &
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narrcow mar-in on a rising market, for he w
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01d adage that "one bird in hand was wortli two in the hush". Howvever
thousands of peounds of putiter had to be ceonsizned, and Jtate €enter

Crecamery hutter was an established brand in the eastern markets.

There were scme "hecetice" times in business in the later '83's and
especially in 1S90, and the creamery and dairy business haa its full
share, A remnedy was heing sougint, and the spirit of coopcration was
growing ameng the varmers. It had taken Wisconsin, iiinnesota, orth-
ern Iowa and was moving south. In Dccember 1390 it reached State Center,
and some meetings of the farmers were held. In January 1891 a cormittee
vas appointed consisting of (if my memory serves me correctly) Alex
Dobbin and V. He. VWhitehill, who negotiaied the deal with C. . Sibley
for the sale of the State Center Creamery poperty to the Tarmers Orzan-
ization in January, 12391.

This rambling sketch is from the memory lecaves of Stephen He Sibley,

son of C. ¥. Sibley, the founder and promoter if the State Center Crean-

(3)



Stephen FH. Sibleg
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW -
Lirme, Nlgoming

ery, an while hazy in soa@e respects, it is never t

correct in detailsand I trust will answer the purnose for wlhich it is

asked., rifty years is quite a period of time, and memory may grow weak,
languish and {ade, and there is no law upon the statute bock where by

it can be recvived, but a corporation with good mmanagment and proper at-

sizght can
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tention to its Charter may g0 on forever, so {ar as human for

SCCoe
Gentleiwien, I thank you.
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