
Bentonians 11rged to consider 111inintu111 tillage 
TIMESNEWS-Benton farmers who 

Y.ant to plant earlier thts year to take 
advantage of what m01sture is in the sotl 
are being encouraged to consider "con­
servation till age " 

This type of system leaves crop rest dues 
on the soil surface .and requtres fewer tnps 
across a field before plantm~ Wtth some 
systems. plantmg IS the only operatton, 
says Floyd Peters dtstricl conservatiorust 
wtth the Sotl Conservatton Servtce m 

Benton County 
" To be able to plant ear her. you'\'e got to 

be 10 the fteld planting Y.hen vour netghbor 
ts plowing, disc10g, or harrowing, · Peters 
says The condition your soil is in, the 
amount of crop restdue you have to work 
wtlh , and the type of planter you have are 
1mportant pomts to cons•der 

The main pomt in dec1d10g when to plant 
1s tosart as soon as the soJIIs fit to plant10 

\s soon as the soli is warm enough and 

dry enough you 're ready to go with no-t•ll . 
slot planting or 1111 planting " says SCS 
Jgronom!St John Maddy " Some farm( -s 
shred cornstalks or dtsc hghUy ahead of 
planting with these systems " he says, 

but the 1deil 1s to plant m the row of last 
year s crop DJSc1ng can destory the 
y,arm dr) ~o1t 10 that crop row and deJa~ 
plantmg 
Ovcr-work111~ the ground before plan­

lin~ not only causes later planhng- 11 also 

covers crop rcs1dues Those res1dues are 
valuable m prevcnt10gsoil erosion by w10d 
a"'d water In soybean land m parhcular 
residues are eas1ly buned 'ThiS land IS 

1deal for a no-1111 or till plant system," the 
a~ronorrust says 

The sotl conservattontsts say that tC 
ft-rlthzer and herb1cide mcorpora'ion are 
nc<'ded. they recommend chiseling or 
lbM:ll'lg hgi'tly to leave as much res1due on 
the soil surface as posstble 


