
Char-coal Incentive Seen 
d 2 brushland for wood 

rnArrt>al In stry could mean a $20 
per a re 1 t In a rrmer's land value, ac­
COI1ll C nty Ex nsion Vii ector William 
B 

n, possibility a charcoal industry 
b btJ:g c!lscussed a bur·county are a 
l::lu:itg Dnis. F4:ners supplying suit­
&llle woccl for such o industry would re­
ce!Ye S3 1 ton 157.~ a cord) delivered to 
tb cbarco1l manul :turing silo. 

l!: he tle of wood would not 
h t ~- the vc1 age farmer," 

be ns sigmf1cant over a pcnot.l of years as the 
mcrease m the land's \'aluc nnd utthty. 

Bvers sa1d that most of the Da\·is county 
llmbcl"land suitable fur cho.~rcoal production 
prubo~bly could not bl• dcared for croppmg 
purposes, but such :uens adapt eas1ly to pas­
ture usc. 

He sa1d the so1l type th.jt lS pre\·alcnt in 
these wooded areas (LmdiE.•w-Weller) IS not 
too productive, e\·cn when such land hes well. 

Farmers who ch•ar<'d wuodlands for char­
coal could consider these alternatives, Byers 
Sdtd. 

as Long Range Boost to Land Values 
9- .;l(.'-(.3 

e Clear completely or by selec tive cui­
ling, ll!lt lllf' s IT 11 ht through wh1ch will bring 
back a natur.tl stand of blue grass for pasture. 
Trees that arc c'ut should be cut low enough 
to permtt a hrush cutter to be used, or stumps 
can be chemll'ally pamted after cuttmg to ktll 
root svsterr. 

e Or clear and replant to conifers that 
wtll p ·oduc( mcome for pulp wood Ch11stmas 
trees, or the like. 

Crcatmg pasture ts an inexpensive way 
to broaden n It\ estock opcratwn im oh•ing 
datry cows, beef cattle or sheep, salli Bvcrs. 

" Many farme rs w ould give their 
w ood to someone who w ould cut and re­
move it-if they clean it up p roperly." 
said Byers. " And their big reason would 
be to increase the value of their land." 

A l·hnrcoal industry, wh•ch could bring a 
fanner $75 for cleanng one acre of well-stock­
ed woodland, could be an mccntive for increas­
mg land values and crcatmg pasture. 

Although financing a charcoal manufac­
turing plant ts not an inexpensive venture­
With some SlOO,OOO of bcgmning capital need-

ed- the btg question mark seems to be whether 
enough farmers are w1lling to commlt them­
selves to supplying cut wood. 

Frank Downing. who would set up a 
pellet·maklng plant which would buy raw 
charcoal from the m anufactur ing plant. 
said Monday night at Blakesburg that he 
needs definite assurance that he can obtain 
the necessary amouni of wood before be 
and his brother will invest in a processing 
plant. 

The malter IS sttll unde1· study. 


