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..Wetland ~- to ·expand 
.. 

. Miller Marsh to groW from 38 acres to 215 acreS . 
• e t I 

. . By JOHN MOLSEED 
· Messenger staff writer 

Afmost 200 acres 'of land in 
northeast Webster County is 
~etting 'a face lift. County con­

. . seyvation is expanding the 38-
acre Miller Marsh wetland to 
more than 215 acres. 

This · 
. move . will 

· restore the 
land to its 
pre-pioneer 
condition. 
Not be­
cause the 
retro look 
is in, but 
because it's 
part of a Matt 
plan to cut Cosgrove 
down on 
water pol­
lution and 
give water 
fowl and 
plants more 
room to 
flourish. 

Acquir- · 
ing the land 
was a com­
bination of 
good tim-
ing and · 

T.J. 
Lynn 

luck, said Webster County 
Conservation Director Matt 
Cosgrove. 

"With the price of land, I 
kind of figured we were out of . 
the land-buying bu ine s,'' 
Cosgrove aid. 

In July 2005 , T.J. Lynn of 
Web ter County Sotl and Wa­
ter Conservation was put in 
charge of the Brushy Lake wa­
tershed in the Bru hy Creek 
State Recreation Area. His po-
ition is funded by the Natural 

Resources Conservation Ser­
vices. Lynn has been building 
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Wetland 
buffer strips, restoring small 

. patches of wetland and working 
with farmers to prevent soil 
runoff. 
, The project sits at the north­
em tip of the drainage area from 
~hich the lake draws its water. 
; ''This is by far the biggest 
~roject we have for that whole 
~atershed," . said ~ynn. "~t's a 
Hot more than I expected to 
~ee.'' , 
,.. Wetland was a common sight 
~or early pioneers and settlers in 
'north central Iowa. The area was 
~ · . 

~own as the ''thousand lakes'' 
,region to early settlers, accord-

. :ing to the Iowa Association of 
!Naturalists. This 7.6 million­
:acre region, known as the · Des 
·Moines Lobe, was dotted with 
:prairie potholes arid lakes. 
:, Some lakes and ponds were 
·:drained. The plans for expand­
j pg the. wetland involve plug­
::ging a century-old drainage tile 
•and building earth dams that can 
:be used to control the water lev­
. ,els in the area. 
: ''This would be an old prairie 

Continued from Page lA 

pothole,'' Lynn said looking at a 
map of the area. " This will real­
ly impact the water quality at 
Brushy. " • 

Wetlands help filter and clean 
water before it enters rivers, 
streams and lakes, Cosgrove 

said. High nitrate content and 
other chemicals from farm 
runoff have polluted Iowa's wa­
ter over the years. The Iowa De­
partment of Natural Resources 
and NRCS have been taking 
steps to slow pollution and clean 
Iowa's waterways. 

" For what needs to be done, 
this is it,'' Cosgrove said, point­
ing to the Miller Marsh plans. 
"We need to let that water filter 
slowly and treat some of that 
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water. '' 
The Iowa Department of 

Transportation will shoulder 
most of the $780,000 price .tag 
of quintupling the wetland. It is 
kicking in $518 ,000 toward 
buying adjoining land from 

three property owners. 
The ·DOT had been looking 

for about two years for an ideal 
wetland project to offset the im­
pact of expanding U.S. High­
way 20 to a four-lane express­
way. Since the size of the proj­
ect is larger than the highway 
project required~ the DOT is on­
ly footing the bill for acquiring 
the land. 

A state Wildlife Habitat 
Grant is contributing more than 

$148,000 to the project. The 
money comes from state hunt­
ing license fees and goes to im­
proving habitat for wildlife. The 
Webster County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever is also con­
tribqting $25,000. 

Webster County Conserva­
tion is kicking in $50,000. That 
money comes from a conserva­
tion trust fupd. Webster County 
allows conservation to put mon­
ey left over from the end of the 
fiscal year into the fund. 

" We keep that money for op­
portunities like this, ' ' said Cos­
grove. 

This expansion makes the 
Miller Marsh the third-largest 
county-owned wildlife area be­
hind John F. Kennedy Memori­
al Park and the Bob Hay Memo­
rial Conservation area. 

The Millet Marsh is named 
after former Webster County · 
Conservation Director Charlie 
Miller. 

Contact John Molseed at (515) 
573-2141 or jmolseed@messen­
gernews.net 
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