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Victor Steege began Soil Conservation on his land in 1966, which son Jon and wife Kathy continue today. The Steege land was entered into an

FFA soil and water contest, winning second place at state.
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The 2010 West %
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included (front, Conto
I-r) Ray Drewelow, i
S Crin Hanson, Matt Conte
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Commissioners-
Pictured are the
2010 Fayette
County Soil and
Water District
Commissioners
Richard
Rozann
¢ h, John
Grafenberg, (back)
William Bennett,
and Paul Hoeger.
The 2010 Assisstant
Commissioners
are: Judy Bennett,
William Dallenbach,
Deb Dessel,
Dorothy Jensen,
Rod Marlatt, and
Joyce Trotter.
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| 2010 Accomplish FINANCIAL REPORT OF STATE FUNDS
»: nplishments
i ' { Practice Amount l“'v 1, 2009 533 llllle 30, 2010
Comprehensive Nutrient Manag Plan 1 Number
;’: ‘) Contour Buffer Strips 56 Acres IM Budget Allocation $2,400.00
f;'e f Contour Farming 141 Acres Supplefne.n!al Allocation $500.00
g | Conservation Crop Rotation 10,272 Acres o ssioner Fpcnscs 51.508.73
| L : Office Expenses $994.27
l gt rea Planting U Acres FY 2010 State Cost-Share Funds $45,281.34
LAy CRP Continuous 1,879 Acres Obligated $5,516.94
-« CRP SAFE Gaining Ground 806 Acres Spent $36,717.39
! CRP SAFE Neotropical Migratory Birds 79 Acres Balance $3,047.01
1‘ CRP General 1,282 Acres REAP Forestry/Native Grasses Allocation $19,355.70
} Fencing 1938 Feet Supplemental $9.830.70
: Filter Strips 132 Acres Obligated $1.575.00
' Forage Harvest Management 108 Acres St $26,6890
& gemen
Balance $916.50
RaC array L5 iy REAP Practices Allocation $17,347.36
{ Nutrient Management 399 Acres Supplemental $891.51
| Residue Management Mulch Tillage 117 Acres Obligated $2.267.75
Residue & Tillage Management No-Till 184 Acres Spent $16,190.73
|| Streambank & Shoreline Protection 1,324 Acres Balance $265.12
Terraces 13,134 Feet Migk Creek WSPF Funds Allocation $105,539.50
Timber Stand Improvement 187 Acres Obligated $27,363.00
Tree/Shrub Planting 88 Acres Spent Yargo2.7
e Balance $30,584.43
_f’ Underground Outlet 825 Feet Nutting Creek WSPF Funds Allocation $30,000.00
Waste Storage Facility 1 Number Obligated $6,101.25
Water & Sediment Control Basin 8 Number Spent $2.378.58
Wetland Restoration 2 Acres Balance $21,520.17
d‘ Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 2 Acres
|

| We Dig Deeper...
| |CeH-E*A+P-ER!| | mafios K Distorence

Talk to us about your
soil conservation plans!

‘ See us for all your...

TILING - TERRACING
PONDS - WATERWAYS

OUG EGELAND TWLING

11761 Sand Road » Ossian * 563-532-9369
35 Years Experience LICA Member

Thanks to all area landowners and
farmers for your efforts in soil
conservation, forestry and watershed
management. Your work will enable
Towa to continue to be an agricultural
leader, while providing an inviting &
clean place to live

=

T

and raise a family.

Les Lauer & Sons
Excavating & Grading
Serving this area since 1948 West Union ® 422-5430 [

HP Ag-Lime - cru%heu Rock - Rip Rap :
1] BRUENING ROCK PIIIIIIIIGTS

900 MONTGOMERY ST. - DECORAH, IA - 382-2933

BRUENIN
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FAYETTE SWCD ANN

UAL FINANCIAL

STATEMENT JULY 1,2009 - JUNE 30, 2010

District Revolving Fund

Beginning Balance
Receipts
Money Market Transfers — IM Funds
Money Market Transfers
Total Receipts
TOTAL
Expenses
ATV
Checks Printed
Donations
Education
GPS
Houg Property
IM Commissioner
IM Office
Meeting Expense
Nutting Creek
Office Supplies
Postage
Sales Tax
Water Quality Monitoring
Total Expenses
Ending Balance 6/30/10

A Brighter,

Kox

$1,897.74

$2.900.00
316,650.00
$19,550.00
$21447.74

$1,596.29
$11.50
$500.00
$3,660.02
$35.98
$1,601.50
$1,905.73
$994.27
4508.18
4184.53
$2,315.28
$794 .91
$371.40
$6,152.00
$20,631.59
$816.15

20 NS T

Férom left, Ag Specialists': Mark Moser, Dianne Schneberger,

Brent Tapper, Brian Reichter

and Carol

FAYETTE SWCD ANNUAL FINANCIAL
STATEMENT JULY 1,2009 - JUNE 30,2010

Money Market Savings

Beginning Balance
Receipts
CD Interest
Donations
Farm Bill 8 Funds — CDI
Farm Bill 9 Funds — IDALS
Fish Kill Restiution Funds
IM Allocation & Supplemental
Interest
Nutting Creek Advanced Payments
Nutting Creek Office Reimbursement
Soils Disk
Supporter Club
Technical Account Funding from Supervisors
Transfer from Watershed Account
Tree Sales(plant skyyd)
Water Quality Monitoring
Total Receipts
TOTAL
Expenses
IM Transfers to Checking
Transfers to Checking
Transfers to Technical Account

Transfers to Watershed Account
Total Expenses
Ending Balance 6/30/10

\ //

| For77 years, First National

\ Bank of West Unionflas

/I'been your financial phrtner,

and we’ll be proud to
continue that tradition with
your children and your
grandchildren; just as we
did with your parents, and

$45,983.15

$2,571.81
$11.81
$6,532.08
$37712.12
$1,241.17
$2,900.00
$783.26
$54,740.00
$184.53
$5.35
$9,169.00
$2,000.00
$8,000.00
$22797
$2,500.00
$94,579.10
$140,562.25

$2,900.00
$21,650.00
$6,000.00

$53,740.00
$ 84,290.00
$56,272.25

Greener Future Awaits

¢ Agri-Business Loans
+ Small Business Loans
+ Home Looans
‘s Online Banking
. * Phone Banking

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF WEST UNION

Helping You...
Local Ownership ~ Local Decisions

www.fnbwu.com &= “)FDIC 563-422-3883

TR R A

+ Save Time

*Save Money

* Plan for the Future
* Plan for Retirement
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STATEMENT JuLY 1, 2009 - JUNE 30, 2010 STATEMENT JuLY 1,2009 - JUNE 30, 2010

Watershed Account SR
Beginning Balance $22,896.51

Receipts
Interest $705.94
Total Receipts $705.94
Ending Balance 6/30/10 $23,602.45
CD2
Beginning Balance $20,926.60
Receipts

Beginning Balance $4,303.10

Receipts

Nutting Creek Section 319 Funding $54.740.00
Money Market Transfers $4.000.00

Total Receipts $58.740.00
TOTAL

$63,043.10

Expenses

Interest $645.21

Total Receipts $21.571.81

Expenses

Transfer to Money Market $2,571.81

Total Expenses $2,571.81

Ending Balance 6/30/10 $19,000.00

CD3
Beginning Balance $10,536.61
Receipts

Interest $185.10

$185.10

Accounting Services $225.00
$10,323.64
$4,209.60
$4,575.75
$31.200.00
$1,216.00
$8.000.00

Federal Taxes

Health
IPERS

Payroll

State Taxes

Transfers to Money Market Saving
Travel/Training $191.55
Total Expenses $59.941.54
Ending Balance 6/30/10 $3,101.56

lotal Receipts
Ending Balance 6/30/10 $10,721.71

Conservation Makes

A Difference

Viafield is proud to support the conservation efforts
of area farmers and land owners. Your hard work
will help benefit our agricultural community, while
preserving lowa’s unique ecological heritage.
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Growing opportunities
for producers and

e Toll Free 1-888-788-7671 5 £ 4
northern lowa & www.viafield.com VI q fl e ld

southern Minnesota. Growing Opportunity.
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Fayette SWCD thanks you for your support

The Fayette SWCD would like
1o thank all the people of Fayette
County and beyond that have made
contributions to the supporter ciub
for 2010. Our programs are made
possible by your continued support
and conservation efforts.

Supporter

Ralph W Adams
Steve Baker

Nellie Bartels

Mary Batterson
Roberta Brannon

Inez Brown

Mabel Burrack
Sandra Busta
Vern/Bernice Dietzenbach
Chris Dummermuth
Paul Fox

Dorothy Gilmer
Bernadine Granneman
Howard Hildebrand
Gene Hruska

Jim Hurley

Leonard Knipper
Robert Margroff
Harry/Mary Ann Martin
Marilyn Mihall

I'm saving money by
turning my water heater
down to 120°. What can

you do? Find out how the

little changes add up

at TogetherWeSave.com.

Ruby Miller

Ralph Moellers
Marvin Noska
Harold Popenhagen
Tim Recker
Laverne Ries

Joe Scheckel
Robert Scott
Mark/Joni Spies
Kevin Steffens
Richard Stubenrauch
Robert Traeger
Faye Warner

Vera Winter

Savers

Kenneth Baker
Janice Balk
Charles Baumler
Rita Baumler
Donald Blaker
Gary Bodensteiner
Killian Bodensteiner
Barbara Born
Kevin Bouska
Ronald Boyer
Stanley Boyer
Tammy Brownell
Jerald Burrack

WHEN IT COMES

TO WATER

 HEATING, MONEY
g BURNS AT 121

ALLAMAKEE
s CLAYTON

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

Jim/Sharon Burrack
Keith Carey

Kenton Cowles
Robert Cowles
Roger Dean
David/Terri Derflinger
Leonard Dolezal
Patrick Duffy

Tom Durnan

Don Durscher

Joe Ernst

Rollin Fink
Sheldon Fox

Paul Foxwell

Helen Franzen
Willys Fritz

Don Gableman
Gary Gibbs

Diane Granger
Chuck/Mary Gray
Gumm Farms Ltd
Norbert Hackman
Barbara Hagelie
Howard Hall

Dale Halverson
Tim Hamlett
Patricia Hanson
Suzanne Henn
Harry Henry Electric

Larry Hiemes
John/Linda Hoblit
Paul Hoeger
Phyllis Holmstrom
Richard Holt
Mark Imoehl
Leon Jacob

Glenn Janssen
Robert Johnston
Robert Jones
Kathryn Jones

Iva Jean Kaune
William/Joan Kauten
Patricia Koehler
Ronald Koester
Margaret Kramer
Raymond Kueker
E B Kunkle

L & H Ranch Inc
LaGracia & Sons Inc
Judith Lann

Keith Lansing
Herman Lenz
Sarah Lopez

Edith Mann

Doug Martins
Larry McClain
Howard Meaney
James Meyer

John T Michels
Scat Michelson
Jon Mitchell

Jim Moellers
David Naffziger
Merrill Nerem
Stanley Ney

Rick Nienhaus
Tim Nuss
Joe/Sharil Ogle
Joyce Oldfather
Darwin Peterson
Gene Pleggenkuhle
Donald Pliester

Ilo Mae Rau
Rausch Family Inc
RDR Farms

Clair Reid

Willis Ruff

Sean Salisbury
Mildred Sanders
Anna Mae Schlatter
D G Schmidt Farms
Lois Schuchmann
Marilyn Seedorff
Patricia Smith
Allen Stahr

lola Stannard

Continued on next page

SHOP ALL THREE MAJOR TRUCK

BRANDS...IN ONE LOCATION!

Brown S Salutes our conservatlomsis
for their hard work!

’“”'“"'””","""“ Flkader i=::.

ow

Sales & Leasmg

Wed H 5:30

563-245-2505 Thur 8

800-747-2505 <553
Vshuwdsiteawwwvms_wﬂ

Y

Gary St
Curt/Ce
Nick/Mi
Juck Tre
Herbert
Steve Vi
Renee )
\illiam
Berniec
Waterc!
Gloria
David
Wooda
Margar
Tupke

Stewa
JRAd
Paull)
Marjo
Jon/B
(ilady
Lane
Lam
Shirl
Joe/
Kol
Jrviit
Don/lo
Rona\d
Yen
Tom
Ron

-

| Via
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SWCD thanks you (cont. from

Gary Stauffer
Curt/Celeste Strong
Nick/Marilyn Teig
Jack Treloar

Herbert Vagts

Steve Valley

Renee Voshell
William Walenceus
Berniece Walsh
Watercress Run LLC
Gloria Whitcher
David Wireman
Woodard Insurance Agency
Margaret Wynthein
Zupke Sand & Gravel

Stewards

J R Adams
Paul/Jennifer Adams
Marjorie Allenstein
Jon/Barbara Anderson
Gladys Anderson FLP
Lane/Liz Ash

Larry Bachman
Shirley Bagenstos
Joe/Lisa Bahe

Robert Basset

Irvin Bateman
Don/Donna Baumler
Ronald Beermann
Kenneth Blockhus
Tom Bloom

Ronald Bodensteiner

Put one of these at the bnrmm A
of your well and your water
WOTTIES are over.

Paul Boess

Gertrude Bowling Farm Ptnshp
CM Bowling Farms
Bowling Heraty Hudson Farm
Jann Bowlus

Brehme Construction
Gary/Janice Brownell
Brownell Inc

John/Deb Bruihler
Veryl/Patricia Burghardt
Dan Burkhart

C & W Farms

Bruce Cannon

Tom Claassen

Bill/ill Clark

Jerry Cole

Ronald Corbin

Steve Crider

Sidney Crowe

D & J Pumping

Bradley Daniels

Alan J Davis

Stanley Diebel

Harold Diemer

Dave Drilling

Kim Dummermuth
Easton's Water Conditioning
Richard Egan

Don/Barb Ehlers

Fagle View Farms

John Falck

Barbara Fedeler

Fidelity Bank & Trust

the toughest pump in the world!
The Goulds GS Submersible:

Muscles of cast stainless. Guts of
space-age thermo-plastics. World class
performance. And environmentally 1
friendly for a safe water supply.

Sold and
[ (m { installed only
{ W 3 i! by your Goulds

(Te T
“ Te: 'm("mM\ I’?ANC.‘ Professional

Jeryl Fink

First State Bank — Fayette
David Fox

Edward Franzen
Eugene Franzen

Mike Friederich
Kenneth Friedly

Lorna Gage

John Grafenberg

Jim Grimes

Ed/Bobbie Gross
Roger/Connie Halverson
Tom/Karen Hamlett
Harrison Farm

Sharon Hartley
Thomas Hayes

Lois Heick

Randy Helgerson
Ken/Linda Hemesath
Bert Henderson

Heraty Hudson Farm Acct
Heying Firms Inc
Hillandale

lowa LLP

William Hogan

Mark Howard

James Ingels
Innovative Ag Services
Kyle Jacobsen

Kirk Jacobsen

Phil James

Violet James

Charles Jenks

previous page)

Richard Jensen
Fannie Johnson

Doug Johnson
Marilyn Juergens
Phil/Deb/Tatum Kahler
Pete Kalb

Alan Kamaus

Barry Kamm

Lynn & Bev Kelck
John D Kelly

Steve Kennon
Charles Kerns

Duane Kerns

Greg Kilcher

Eldon Knoploh

Ron Knudsvig
Dwane/Roni Sue Koch
Daniel Kuennen
Leslie R Lauer & Sons
Jean Leech

Sarah Lein

C J Lensing

Juanita Loftus

Anita Lundberg
Marian Mclntosh
Robert McSweeny
Thomas Meskel
Kenny/Becky Meyer
Kenneth Miller
Henry/Barb Miller
Bill/Meg Moellering
Jeff Moellers

Rodney Morse
Rodney Morse
Don/Marilyn Mueller
Gordon Murray-John
Lyle Ney

Gene Nuss

Ronald OKones

Art Oldenburg

John Orr

Owen Ott

Albert Pagel

David Palas

Robert Peterson
David Pleggenkuhle
Clifford Pleggenkuhle
Roy Post

Karel/Joyce Rawson
Penny Reed

James Richards

Sam Ridenour

John Riley

Larry Riley

Florence Robinson
Stephen Rourke
Everett/Vicki Rowlan

Melvin Schlatter

D G Schmidt Farms
Edmund Schmitt
Steve/Connie Schmitt
Fred Schneider

Jim Schneider

LeWayn Schrader Paul
Schuchmann
David/Karen Schutte
Judi Siebrecht

Eugene Sieck

Don Sieck Jr
Richard/Marjoire Smith
Ruth Smith

Smith Farms Inc
George Steinbronn
Floyd Stensland

J H Stewart

Elva Jean Stone

Robert Swenson
Eleanor Swent

Gayle Tellin

Town & Country Real Estate
Joyce Trotter

Frank Turner

Gerald Vagts

Varykino Inc

Marilyn Wagner

Steve Ward

West Union Dental Clinic
Joe Wingert

Dan Winter Jr

Kevin Winter

Allen Winzenburg

Sue Wolf

George Woodard Jr
Randy Woods

Ron Wymer

David Wynthein

Sustainers
Margaret Addy
Alan/Judy Albrecht
Shane Anderson
Araich Limited
Don Bahe

Jerry Bayness
Diane Beck

James Beeghly
William Bennett
LuAnn Berthel
Eric Boehm
Harold Bowman
Donald Buhr

Dale Calease
David Fox
Allen/Tim Chensvold

—
Gk Preasions wee  Dealer.

Smaims Asce atex

FOUR Luemcd Installers!
Becker Hardware, inc.

PLUMBING, HEATING & ELECTRICAL
101 W Main St., Ossian (563) 532-9120

Lucille Rueber
Dale Rueber
Daryl Ruff
Florence Sanders

Citizens Savings Bank — Hawkeye
William Claassen

Dan/Darcy Connely

Richard Conrad

Northeast lowa
or 125 Years!

Continued on next page
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SWCD thanks you

(cont. from previous page)

John Cunningham

Hugh Curtis

Lynn Darnall
Earl/Kathryn Drilling
DRM Family Partnership
First National Bank — West Union
Jack Frey

Glass Farms Inc

Grimm Farms

Gross Low Farm
Halstead Bros

Matt Hamlett

JDF Farms Inc

Lorraine Jeckel

Collin Jensen

Margaret Jespersen
Robert Kalb

Kerndt Bros Savings Bank — West Union
Alice Koempel

Gerald Kuennen

Larry Leyh

Lone Pine Inc

D A Martin

Maynard Savings Bank
Dennis McElree

Robert McMillan
McMillan Bros

Tom Murphy

Mary Beth Nagel
Myron Nagel
Northeast lowa Coop
Northeast lowa Realty & Appraisal
Nutri-Hose Inc
Doug/Leslie Poppen
Reliable Agency Crop Insurance
Dan Rosburg

Kathryn Roys

Sandra Lynne Schwan
Hans Siemers

David Smith

Darrel Steggal

Bill Strudthoff
TeKippe Engineering
Rick/Joyce Trotter
Gary Wilson

Jon Woltz

Don Woods Trust
Mary Beth Ziegler

Call today to schedule spring
construction projects _j

Soil & Water
Conservation
Benefits Us All

THANK YOU!

DSSIAN
LUMBER CO0.

203 E Main, Ossian
563-532-9165

Free

Estimates

GARVIN’S LP GAS ="

West Union 563-422-3671 or 1-800-632-2324

FAYETTE SWCD ANNUAL FINANCIAL
STATEMENT JuLy 1,2009 - JUNE 30, 2010

Technical Account

Beginning Balance $9.700.88
Receipts
Transfer from Money Market Account $6.000.00
Total Receipts $6'000‘00,
TOTAL $15.700.88
Expenses
Accounting Services $100.00
Checks Printed $10.69
Federal Taxes $2,443.60
IPERS $663.68
Payroll $10413.11
State Taxes $272.00
Total Expenses $13.903.08

Ending Balance 6/30/10 $1,797.80

HARDWARE FOR SPRING
HOME

ar

Viafield

Growing Opportunity.

Valley Paint
& Hardware

807 Mill St.
Clermont

563-423-5296

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Xact Vinyl replacement
windows by Metal Industries

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00
& Sat. 7:30-Noon

cooling systems!

For All Your Earth Moving Needs

e Waterways

e Driveways
* Ponds
GRANGER CONSTRUCTION INC.

e Jerraces

® Roads

o Water & Sewer
e Site Work

® Basements

e gep!icl Systems
e Demolition
(563) 422-3598 e Trucking

West Union, IA Late Model Equipment  Experienced Operators
A family tradition for over 50 years

B e N .m0 s o T
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Great Crop Production Year,
Not Great News for Conservation

Richard Sims
lowa NRCS State Conservationist

After several difficult cropping seasons
with record rains and difficult growing condi-
tions, 2010 was also a record-breaking year—
but for very different reasons. The 2010 grow-
ing season began earlier than the year before,
with three straight weeks of great planting
weather. In fact. during the last week of April,
USDA's National Ag Statistics Service report-
ed lowa corn planting was further along than
anytime in recorded history.

This followed with a speedy harvest. Ear-
lier planting dates led to earlier crop maturity
and an early harvest. By Oct. 25, 86% of the
lowa corn crop was harvested according to the
USDA. Harvest was 35 days earlier than in
2009 and 25 days ahead of the five-year aver-
age.

And harvest was less expensive because
of the extremely low grain moisture. By mid-
October, grain moisture averaged 14%.
Unfortunately all this great news wasn’t so
great for conservation.

With harvest complete in record time,
this left plenty of remaining good weather to
spend out in the fields---doing what I would
call “recreational” tillage.

In October, my wife and I visited South
Dakota. We took many county roads from

3 S -

s * Tire Re

Des Moines, weaving our way up to the north-
west corner of Iowa. And I was surprised and
disappointed by what I saw---many, many
fields were tilled. And staff from across lowa
reported similar sights in all four corners of
the state.

Was this recreational tillage included in the
conservation plans of all these farms? Most
likely not. So what affect will this have on
these operations?

Any benefits gained from previous no-till
farming will be lost. Gone with one pass of
the chisel. These producers will be starting
from scratch to regain the soil quality benefits
generated by their previous investments in no-
till.

And there is the compliance issue. It's
hard to believe that after such widespread
tillage that more lowa fields won't be found
out of compliance. When the winter snows
melt, and spring arrives, the results will reveal
themselves. And so will the mandated conse-
quences.

If we are fortunate to have a similar crop
production year in 2011, it is my hope tha
the tractors remain in the shed and the tillage
equipment off the fields. That would be a ban-
ner year for conservation.

—
FARMERS, GRAIN & LIVESTOCK HAULERS:

WE CAN SERVICE YOUR
TRUCK & TRAILER NEEDS

FAS

WEST UNION TRUCK
& TRAILER REPAIR

—

563-422-9335 . Hwy.i[JE. - West Union

Soil Corcervation

Protects Your Land & Investment

.And So Does

ADEQUATNS NSURANGE

See Your Nearest Agent

Bushman Insurance,
Ossian (563) 562-9207
bushmaninsurance@mchsi.com

Kelly & Miller Agency,
Fayette (563) 425-4569
kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net

Dan Miller Agency Inc., Kerndt Brothers-Agency,

West Union (563) 422-5810 Lansing (563) 538-4207
Don Anderson Ageiicy, kbia@kerndtbrothers.com
Cresco (563) 883-8012 Leslie White Agency,
donanderson@harmonytel.net Clermont (563) 423-5913
CIA Insurance Agency, insure@acegroup.cc
Cresco (563) 547-2382 Michael Ins.Agency,
ciainfo@ciains.biz West Union (563) 422-6081

Hintz-Ziegler-Miller Agency, michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net

Oelwein (319) 283-1555 NMI Agency,
lyle@hzml.com Decorah (563) 382-9695
B e Jimclarke@qwestoffice.net

Jim Clarke, Manager
SteveH ildebrand, Adjuster
Judy Ehler, April Hamilton

& Charity Kuboushek, Agents FAM’UZ”QﬂL‘é

NORWEGIAN MUTUAL
INSURANCE ASSOC.

119 East Water - DECORAH - 563-382-9695
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SWCD thanks you

(cont. from previous page)

FAYETTE SWCD ANNUAL FINANCIAL
STATEMENT Juty 1,2009 - JUNE 30, 2010

John Cunningham

Hugh Curtis

Lynn Darnall
Earl/Kathryn Drilling
DRM Family Partnership
First National Bank — West Union
Jack Frey

Glass Farms Inc

Grimm Farms

Gross Low Farm
Halstead Bros

Matt Hamlett

JDF Farms Inc

Lorraine Jeckel

Collin Jensen

Margaret Jespersen
Robert Kalb

Kerndt Bros Savings Bank — West Union
Alice Koempel

Gerald Kuennen

Larry Leyh

Lone Pine Inc

D A Martin

Maynard Savings Bank
Dennis McElree

Robert McMillan
McMillan Bros

Tom Murphy

Mary Beth Nagel
Myron Nagel
Northeast lowa Coop
Northeast lowa Realty & Appraisal
Nutri-Hose Inc
Doug/Leslie Poppen
Reliable Agency Crop Insurance
Dan Rosburg

Kathryn Roys

Sandra Lynne Schwan
Hans Siemers

David Smith

Darrel Steggal

Bill Strudthoff
TeKippe Engineering
Rick/Joyce Trotter
Gary Wilson

Jon Woltz

Don Woods Trust
Mary Beth Ziegler

call md‘zy to schedule spring
construction pra/er.‘ts 7

GARVIN’S LP GAS Estimates

West Union 563-422-3671 or 1-800-632-2324 cooling systems!

THANK YOU!

= S IR NN .

0SSIAN
LUMBER CO.

203 E Main, Ossian
563-532-9165

[ Soil & Watej
| Conservation |
' Benefits Us All i
| |
| |

Free

Technical Account
Beginning Balance $9,700.88
Receipts
Transfer from Money Market Account $6.000.00
Total Receipts $6‘000'00,
TOTAI $15,700.88
Expenses
Accounting Services $100.00
Checks Printed $10.69
Federal Taxes $2.443.60
IPERS $663.68
Payroll $10.413.11
State Taxes $272.00
Total Expenses $13.903.08

Ending Balance 6/30/10 $1,797.80

HARDWARE FOR SPRING
HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS!

i
afield

Growing Opportunity.

Valley Paint
& Hardware

807 Mill St.
Clermont
563-423-5296

Glidden Paint
& Paint Supplies

WINDOWS a0 DOORS

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Xact Vinyl replacement
windows by Metal Industries

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00
& Sat. 7:30-Noon

For All Your Earth Moving Needs

e Waterways

e Driveways

* Ponds

e Jerraces

® Roads

o Water & Sewer
e Site Work

® Basemenis

o gepficl _fyslems
e Demolition
(563) 422-3598 e Trucking

West Union, 1A Late Model Equipment = Experienced Operators
A family tradition for over 50 years
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GRANGER CONSTRUCTION INC.

s T T T R T TR T s B




-t~

February, 2011

Fayette SWCD Report

Great Crop Production Year,
Not Great News for Conservation

Richard Sims
Iowa NRCS State Conservationist

After several difficult cropping seasons
with record rains and difficult growing condi-
tions, 2010 was also a record-breaking year—
but for very different reasons. The 2010 grow-
ing season began earlier than the year before,
with three straight weeks of great planting
weather. In fact, during the last week of April,
USDA's National Ag Statistics Service report-
ed lowa corn planting was further along than
anytime in recorded history.

This followed with a speedy harvest. Ear-
lier planting dates led to earlier crop maturity
and an early harvest. By Oct. 25, 86% of the
lowa corn crop was harvested according to the
USDA. Harvest was 35 days earlier than in
2009 and 25 days ahead of the five-year aver-
age.

And harvest was less expensive because
of the extremely low grain moisture. By mid-
October, grain moisture averaged 14%.
Unfortunately all this great news wasn’t so
great for conservation.

With harvest complete in record time,
this left plenty of remaining good weather to
spend out in the fields---doing what I would
call “recreational tillage.

In October, my wife and I visited South
Dakota. We took many county roads from

* 0il Chan

Des Moines, weaving our way up to the north-
west corner of lowa. And I was surprised and
disappointed by what I saw---many, many
fields were tilled. And staff from across lowa
reported similar sights in all four corners of
the state.

Was this recreational tillage included in the
conservation plans of all these farms? Most
likely not. So what affect will this have on
these operations?

Any benefits gained from previous no-till
farming will be lost. Gone with one pass of
the chisel. These producers will be starting
from scratch to regain the soil quality benefits
generated by their previous investments in no-
till.

And there is the compliance issue. [It’s
hard to believe that after such widespread
tillage that more lowa fields won't be found
out of compliance. When the winter snows
melt, and spring arrives, the results will reveal
themselves. And so will the mandated conse-
quences.

If we are fortunate to have a similar crop
production year in 2011, it is my hope that
the tractors remain in the shed and the tillage
equipment off the fields. That would be a ban-
ner year for conservation.

SR S R Y DT R
FARMERS, GRAIN & LIVESTOCK HAULERS
WE CAN SERVICE YOUR

TRUCK & TRALER NEEDS

WEST UNION TRUCK

& TRAILER REPAIR

563-422-9335 - Hwy.dI3E. - West Union’

..And So Does

ADEQUATS NSURANGE

See Your Nearest Agent

Bushman Insurance,
Ossian (563) 562-9207
bushmaninsurance@mchsi.com

Kelly & Miller Agency,
Fayette (563) 425-4569
kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net

Dan Miller Agency Inc., Kerndt Brothers-Agency,
West Union (563) 422-5810 Lansing (563) 538-4207
Don Anderson Agency, kbia@kerndtbrothers.com
Cresco (563) 883-8012 Leslie White Agency,
donanderson@harmonytel.net Clermont (563) 423-5913
CIA Insurance Agency, insure@acegroup.cc
Cresco (563) 547-2382 Michael Ins.Agency,

ciainfo@ciains.biz West Union (563) 422-6081

HintzZiegler-Miller Agency, michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net

Oelwein (319) 283-1555
lyle@hzml.com

NMI Agency,
Decorah (563) 382-9695

Bocoani es jimclarke@qwestoffice.net
Jim Clarke, Manager

SteveH ildebrand, Adjuster
Judy Ehler, April Hamilton

& Charity Kuboushek, Agents FAMSC%ﬂL‘é

NORWEGIAN MUTUAL
INSURANCE ASSOC.

119 East Water - DECORAH - 563-382-9695
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Fayette SWCD tree sales

The Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) is
sponsoring their annual tree sales program. Trees are hardy, bare
root seedlings with healthy root systems. No guarantee is given
for seedlings or transplants sold as these prices.

There are no stipulations as to who can purchase the trees and
where they are to be planted. Orders will be accepted until March
31, 2011.

These trees are sold in bundles of 25 only for $45 per bun-
dle. The species available are: American Arborvitae, Black
Hills Spruce, American Cranberry, Black Cherry, Black Walnut,
Colorado Blue Spruce, Com-
mon Purple Lilac, Northern
Red Oak, Norway Spruce, Red
Osier Dogwood, Silver Maple,
and Swamp White Oak, =

One gallon available con-
tainers are: American Ar-
borvitae, Black Hills Spruce,
Caolorado Blue Spruce, Norway
Spruce, and White Pine. These
are sold individually and sell
for $14 per tree.

- If you are interested in plac-
mg an order, please contact the
Fayette Soil & Water Conser-
vation District at (563) 422-
3868 Ext.3 for an order form.

Regenerating Oaks with Fire

By: Dick Jensen

Consider this very brief writing
on the benefit of fire in your wood-
land as an invitation to come into the
NRCS offices for more information
and encouragement.

Prescribed fire is a tool utilized
under very specific and predeter-
mined conditions such as weather,
fuel load, and season to manipulate
the environment and achieve a de-
sired outcome. Historically, fire was
used by Native Americans to clear
forested under stories of saplings
and shrubs to promote open park-
like savannas dominated by grasses.
This combination of trees and grass
increased both overall game popula-
tions and access for hunting. Fires
helped to control unwanted pests like
mosquitoes, biting flies and ticks;
but also to increase safety around
the living areas by increasing the
visibility. Learning from the past,
land stewards now use prescribed
fire in forests to manage vegetation,
improve wildlife habitat and control
pest problems.

Removing undesirable trees and
invasive plants can be a time con-
suming and expensive task. In most
cases, treatments must be repeated
for several years in order to control
root sprouting and persistent seeds
that are dormant in the soil. In con-

Patrick B. Dillon
107 S. Railroad St., Sumner

(563) 578-1850

Agricultural Law
Taxation & Tax Preparation
Estate Planning

Dillon Law, PC

patdillon@50674law.com - www.50674law.com

General practice including but not limited to:

junction with mechanical removal
techniques, herbicide use is often
needed to kill unwanted or invasive
plants. However, if fire is used prop-
erly, it can greatly reduce unwanted
vegetation, without the need for ex-
tensive follow-up treatments. When
using fire to control invasive species,
it is crucial that the fire be timed
to coincide with a specific growth
stage of the target species. Plants
are usually most susceptible during
the early stages of the growing sea-
son. Burning during the proper sea-
son might also mean burning prior
to seed dispersal or when the non-
desired tree is young and lacking a
thick protective bark. The tempo-
rary disturbance caused by fire can
reduce competition, increase avail-
able nutrients and moisture resourc-
es; along with promoting vegetation
such as wildflowers, native prairie
grasses, forbs, and shade intolerant
trees such as oak.

The specific effects of fire: con-
trols thin-barked, non-fire adapted
woody vegetation, promotes in-
creased light levels at the ground
level, decreases below ground com-
petition and increases rooting space,
increases water infiltration, reduced
litter layer allowing for increased
seed germination.

Burning the understory of certain
forest types and rangeland or savan-

na areas can improve forage quality
and quantity by returning important
nutrients to the soil that were locked
in the litter layer. Increased light
and soil nutrient levels can stimulate
growth of plants that have higher
nutritional values and are easier to
digest. Fire also promotes flower,
seed, and fruit production, which can
be a vital food source for wildlife
throughout the growing season, and
the fall and winter months. Changes
to vegetations” composition can pro-
mote insect diversity and overall
insect populations, and can provide
critical food resources in the spring
and summer months for many game
and non-game bird species and their
young. Ongoing work shows the
benefit of having a diverse, healthy
prairie type grass system for young
pheasant chicks to feed in.

Because of the complexity of the
forest, fire exclusion has given shade
tolerant species of trees and invasive
shrubs, brush and weeds the advan-
tage over the oak/hickory desired
stand. Without some management
intervention in our forests, oak re-
generation will be hindered or com-
pletely non-existent.

If you are interested in upgrading
or restoring your forest, stop in to
the Natural Resource Conservation
District (NRCS) office for more in
formation.

Don Rausch & Sons
Construction

can take care of your on-the-farm
construction needs. We are also
proud to assist in the efforts

toward proper soil conservation and

protecting our resources for the future.

Hertz Farm Management is proud to
Support our area conservationists.
Thank you for all your hard work!

Farm Management, Inc.

Carmg for You and Your Farm™

?

Waterloo, IA
319/234-1949
319/234-2060 fax
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Report on 2010
(DI Annual Meeting

By: Bill Bennett
Fayette SWCD

Conservation Districts of lowa held their annual meeting September
8th & 9th in Des Moines. Commissioners from across the state attended
to learn about new ways to better serve the people and resources in their
districts. Each year at these annual meetings the commissioners have the
opportunity to attend concurrent sessions, visit with experts at their dis-
plays and visit with other commissioners to learn more. They also met
with state and federal officials. This year Natural Resource Conservation
Services state conservationist, Richard Simms, Towa Secretary of Agri-
culture, Bill Northey, and Director of the Iowa Division of Soil Conserva-
tion, Chuck Gipp were among those in attendance.

Among those honored at award presentations was North Fayette Mid-
dle School teacher Sean Singewald as Conservation Teacher of the Year,
Ron & Carol Fullenkamp of West Point as woodland owners of the year,
and Gary Beyer retired DNR forester for all his work improving our forest
resources.

One of the things that commissioners got to see demonstrated was a
CAD (computer aided design) program that uses GIS, GPS & LIDAR to
design ponds, waterways and other conservation practices. This is a pro-
gram that the Fayette SWCD has purchased to do a faster and better job of
designing these conservation practices.

A soil scientist and two ladies in attendance put on another demon-
stration that was very interesting. The scientist had two pails of soil that
he had taken from a tilled field and an untilled field. The first thing he
asked the ladies to do was to pick up a clump from their pail. One lady
asked if her pail had rocks in it since it was hard and wouldn’t crumble.
The other lady’s clump crumbled easily, she had the no-till pail. Next two
large beakers were nearly filled with water and a netting was place part
way down in the water in each beaker, then the ladies placed a clump of
soil from each ones pail on the netting. In one of the beakers, instantly
fine soil partials started drop into and turn the water brown. In the other
the soil siayed intact and the water stayed clear, this was the untilled soil.
Then came another eye opener, when two sets of two glass pans each were
set up. The top pan in each had a screen type bottom and was then fill
with soil from the pails, next water was poured onto the soil. The results
were astounding. In one the water went right through and stayed clear (the
untilled soil), in the other one the surface sealed over and no water went
into the lower pan. It certainly made it easy to see one of the reasons we
have had so many floods lately when people continue to till the soil.

(0ur future depends on what we do today )

Clean water is a necessity for our future

State Licensed Well Contractor
Goulds & Sta-Rite Pumps ¢ Free Estimates

Serving the Area Since 1979
ERICKSON PUMP SERVICE, INC.
Elkader * 800-269-1698
k 563-245-1698 = 563-245-1684 J,

Proud to Support Soil & Water Conservation

P e =

UNION COOPERATIVE

Calmar - Fort Atkinson - Ossian - Waucoma - West Union

e X

Darby and Linda Jellings of rural Fayette won the Izaak Walton League Windbreak award this year. The developed

windbreak provides the family with a scenic view.

Jellings’ are Izaak Walton League
Windbreak Award winners

Darby and Linda Jellings of rural
Fayette were selected as the lzaak
Walton League Windbreak Award
winners last fall.

The intended purpose of the
windbreak was to promote energy
savings in their own home as well as
improve the wildlife habitat around
them.

Jellings utilized the Pheasants
Forever entity to plant their wind-
break of Ninebark, Highbush Cran-

berry, White Spruce, and Arborvitae
on the west side of their property in
exchange allowing for the release of
pheasants on their land in the com-
ing years.

On the north side of the Jelling’s
property, the windbreak is comprised
of Nanking Cherry, Grey Dogwood,
White Spruce and Arborvitae.

During the establishment years of
the windbreak, the couple mulched

and mowed around the trees. As the
years have gone by, nature has been
allowed to take its course as the grass
remains unmowed and the weeds are
spot sprayed only as needed.

Although there has been minor
deer and rabbit damage to the wind-
break, the Jellings family experience
few problems with rodents and the
family dog aids in keeping the larger
animals at bay.

Maximum Residue Thru-put

The Krause TL 6200 LANDSMAN® soil finisher is desigued specifically to manage high-
yielding Bt corn residue and prepare a superior seed bed. With 150-inch front-to-rear
shank spacing, it provides more residue clearance than competitive models. Choose from

sizes up to 45' wide to match the efficiency of high-speed planting operations.

(DEALER IMPRINT AREA)

139” - e

NEW
24/7°

Dual Range
Conditioner

Patented Dual Range
Conditioner features
constant down pressure
for optimum conditions
or “float” position for
higher soil moisture
operation.

24/7" Tine harrows
feature quick,
wrenchless tine angle
adjustments for
optimum agronomic
performance in

each field.

A Ask your Krause dealer about special low-rate financing*

Franzen Sales & Service

2724 State Hwy. 24, Fort Atkinson, IA » 563-534-2724

*With approved credit from Krause Agri-Finance
See your Krause dealer for eligibility requirements

www.krauseco.com
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Seventeen years ago Charles

“They were very conservation

Frieden wins Woodland Owner of th Year'_w

“Chuck™ Frieden set out to build a
hillside house outside of Elgin. Set
back just far enough off the road, the
house now sits surrounded by trees.

“In just 10 seconds I can be right
in the woods,” Frieden noted of the
strategically placed house.

In 2005, Frieden purchased more
timbered property. Of the 235 acres
owned by Frieden, 63 are timber.

“I've always been interested in
forestry,” Frieden said.

Because he sells timber for fire
wood, “I always had the thought of
replacing them.”

When he bought the extra proper-
ty in 2005, Frieden moved the cattle
off the land, and began a conscious
effort to replenish it with trees. The
previously pastured land began a
transformation when Frieden sought
professional advice.

Because of Frieden's many ef-
forts, he was awarded the Woodland
Owner of the Year award by the Fay-
ette Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict.

“I am humbled by this award.
I know there are several people out
there who do much more than I do.”

Frieden credits several friends
with inspiration, design, and support.
Among the many who helped Frie-
den achieve his goals were District
Forester Gary Beyer, Mark Webb,
Louis Christen, and Bill Bennett.

Also responsible for Frieden's
inspiration were previous owners of
adjoining property. Earl, Helen and
Hazel Rothlisberger lived on the
farm south to Frieden.

conscious. I hope to honor their ef-
forts. They influenced me a little bit
on this.”

Once a plan was in place, Frieden
seeded nearly 17 acres over the last
3-4 years. He planted mixed hard
woods including oak, walnut, cherry,
and ash. He also added in a few cedar
trees.

To keep the deer from ruining the
growth of the oaks, Frieden put up
several tree shelters.

Frieden has attended many for-
estry field days to keep up to date on
forestry practices. He said it is hard
to put a number on the amount of
time he's worked on his land.

“I just find myself going out to
look around or do one thing, and
just get caught up in it for hours at a
time,” the dedicated man said.

Although Frieden's efforts have
been successful and well-received,
mother nature isn’t always so kind. In
July 2009 the devastating hail storms
that swept through northeast Iowa
left nearly 150 mature trees damaged
beyond repair. Frieden had 50 acres
of salvage harvest from the storm.

The Emerald Ash Borer has Frie-
den a little worried as well.

“I've seeded a lot of ash, and an-
ticipate it will eventually be overtak-
en.

With woodland surrounding the
Frieden house, seeing wildlife up
close is something of a common na-
ture.

Woodland Owner
cont. on page 22

.....-l ik

Chuck Frieden received the Woodland Owner of the Year award after dedicating the last five years to forestry on his
property outside of Elgin.

This timber surrounds the Frieden house.
Recently finishing a five-year written plan to
develop the woodlands, Frieden hopes to
enjoy the fruits of his labor.
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Youth celebrate earth’s land and water

One-third of the earth is land, and
two-thirds of it is water.

To educate children on how im-
portant water and soil are to the sur-
vival of mankind, the Fayette County
Soil and Water Conservation District
took it upon itself to hold a Field Day
for elementary kids. That was 20
years ago.

Soil and Water Commissioners
Bill Bennett and Dick Jensen are
charter members of the FCSWCD
that had $50 in its pocket for the pro-
motion of what they were trying to
do. The group was formed 26 years
ago, long after soil and water conser-
vation came to the national forefront
after the “dust bowl” in the 1930s.

“We've come a long ways since

then, and so has the Field Day,” said
Bennett. “West Union and Valley
were the first two schools, and last
year we had no less than 14 schools
show up. It takes us three days to be
able to get the children through all
the learning stations.”

North Fayette, Valley, Starmont,
Oelwein, Postyille, South Winn, Pro-
tivin Catholic, Turkey Valley, West
Central, Fairbank, Sumner-Freder-
icksburg, Oelwein Sacred Heart, and
Postville third-graders attended this
year.

Jensen explained, “We picked
third-graders because the schools
told us that's the age when the minds
of boys and girls are most open to
new things. You know, as we get old-

We've been
lending a
hand to
farmers for
decades...

A&J Petersburg Agency
Decorah, IA
563-382-3627

Doug Beier
Indpendence, IA
319-334-6066

Brown-Lane Insurance
Independence, I1A
319-334-2534
Butikofer Insurance, LLC
Elgin, IA
563-425-5306
Indpendence Insurance Services
Independence, IA
319-334-4991
Kelly & Miller Insurance
Fayette, IA
563-425-4569

Wanda Kress

Farmers Mutual

Insurance Association F
135 S Main, Fayette (563) 425-4176 Insurance s for Town and Farm

...yielding strong protection

FARMERS MUTUAL INSURANCE ASSOCIATION
FAYETTE, IOWA

Nuss Insurance Agency
Hawkeye, IA
563-427-3419

Sloan Insurance
Waucoma, 1A
563-776-7190

Smith Insurance, LLC
Lamont, IA
563-924-2816

Smith-D&L Insurance
Independence, IA
319-334-6066

Sorg Insurance Agency
Independence, 1A
319-334-7089

Vogel Insurance Agency
Oelwein, IA
319-283-1836

Wegner Insurance

Independence, IA Sumner, 1A
319-334-2378 563-578-8076
Steve Brentner
Rowley, I1A
319-938-2262

er we get a little stubborn, thinking
there’s only one way to do something.
Kids aren't like that and are better
listeners.”

Bennett and John Olds presented
a program on forestry. Dick taught
the kids how to prevent soil erosion
and how important land is to the
growing of food.

Bob Fassbinder spent three days
teaching children the importance
of bees to growing things that have
blossoms. Joe Wingert gave a wild-
life presentation, and Eric Boehm
was on hand as a soils scientist.

The sixth presenter was from
the lowa Department of Natural
Resources, who taught the children
about fisheries.

Bennett added, “We can’t begin

to thank all the people who volun-
teered their time to make the three
days a learning experience for more
than 500 boys and girls.

“From state SWCD secretary
Lori Kohlmeyer on up, without their
help the event couldn’t take place. All
five soil commissioners and assis-
tants were on hand to help.”

Jensen also added, “Doug and
Jane Easton of Easton Water Condi-
tioning made water available to all
the children. Randy Helgerson bar-
bequed a lot of pork burgers as we
fed all the children, too.”

Bennett pointed out that the FC-
SWCD Cooperators Club paid for
all the meat and also paid for the
required transportation costs of the
schools, including bus driver salaries,

Jensen continued, “You can’t put
a price tag on caring for the land. Soil
and water are the most important re-
sources we have.

“It’s our objective to give children
a joyful and emotional experience out
there and to make them better stew-
ards. I receive much more than [ give
by seeing all their smiling faces.”

He ended, “People must have an
affection for where they live, whether
it be here or in another state. If we
can instill that affection at an early
age, our land and water will be the
benefactors.”

It is estimated that the Field
Day has instructed more than 6,000
youngsters in its first 20 years.

A5

Dick Jensen watches as West Union Elementary

third-graders chase a tire, which represented a

raindrop washing down a hill. It was their assignment to stop the rain and the erosion that occurs
when land isn't tilled properly. The raindrop never had a chance as the boys and girls caught it before

erosion could occur.
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Beekeeper Bob Fassbinder (left) was one of six pi

Conservation District Field Day on the Dick Jensen farm.

resenters at the 2010 Fayette County Soil and Water
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sieeges named Conservation Owners of the Year

By Rich Holm
Elgin Echo News Writer

The Fayette County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District has present-
ed Jon and Kathy Steege of Maynard
its Conservation Owners of the Year
Award for 2010,

The couple started farming in
1972, two years after they were mar-
ried. Kathy was from Castalia and
graduated from Valley. Jon was a
1966 graduate of West Central.

It was the same year Jon's parents
Victor and Dorothy started practic-
ing contour farming on the 160 acres
Jon’s grandfather settled nearly a
century ago.

Victor's contouring was so im-
pressive it was entered into a FFA
soil and water contest, winning sec-
ond place at state. The Steege land
has been a winner ever since.

Like father like son, Jon Steege
has carried on a family tradition of
caring for the land. As a young boy
John had a vision of farming an en-
tire section of 640 acres.

That dream never came true,
but more importantly, his vision for

four out of the five farms now on
the square mile came into focus.
Those four farms practice what Jon's
dad started with contour and buffer
strips.

Jon was humbled by the county
award saying, “At one time I was
the only farmer that contoured and
stripped farm off the blacktop from
Hawkeye all the way to Highway 3.

“Now I am proud to say that I
can’t say that anymore.”

The Steeges have no trouble go-
ing to asleep at night because they
rest assured knowing that their land
will continue to practice conserva-
tion methods long after they are
gone.

Jon and Kathy placed their farm
into an Irrevocable Trust in 2002.
That guarantees the Steege home-
stead will be farmed on the contour
using set-aside or CRP programs
when available and following con-
servation plan with the FCSWCD as
overseers.

Steeges
cont, on page 20

Practices (polygons)
Practice code

[l 332 Contour Buffers

B 412 Waterway

-~ Existing Grassed Walerways

g

48

Jon and Kathy started farming in 1972. They were awarded the Conservation of the Year Award for 2010.

Jon and Kathy placed their farm into an Irrevocable Trust in 2002. That guarantees the Steege homestead will be

farmed on the contour using set-aside or CRP programs when available and following conservation plan with the

FC®WCD as overseers.
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Northeast lowa RC&D Busy in All of Northeast Iowa

Northeast lIowa Resource Con-
servation and Development (RC&D)
has been busy with over fifty proj-
ects during the past year. Those
projects include natural resource and
economic development projects that
benefit Fayette County and the entire
region. Some of the ongoing RC&D
projects include the Turkey River
Water Trail Project, for which the
RC&D secured funding, developed
a signage plan, and designed the
Turkey River Water Trail Map and
Guide in partnership with the Fay-
ette and Clayton County Conserva-
tion Boards. In 2010, the RC&D also
partnered with the Fayette and Clay-
ton County Conservation Boards,
Clermont, Elgin and Elkader and
other partners on the Turkey River
Recreational Corridor Project. The
RC&D was able to help these part-
ners by writing and securing over
$1.2 million in Statewide Enhance-
ment and Vision Iowa funding for
land trail development in the Turkey
River Recreational Corridor.

The RC&D also continued to
work on improving the water and
land resources in the region through
water quality monitoring and GIS
analysis. In 2010, the RC&D part-

* Demiolition
* Water and Sewer
* Terraces

* Waterways

* Ponds

nered with
Fayette
SWCD  and
several other

partners to se-
cure funding
for the Turkey
River Water-
shed Project.
More specifi-
cally, NE IA
RC&D se-
cured a grant
from a private
foundation to
monitor  wa-
ter quality at
forty-five sites
in the Turkey
River and its
tributaries in
2011 and 2012.
The RC&D
will also co-
ordinate the project, use Geographic
Information Systems to analyze the
watershed, and provide assistance to
the Fayette County SWCD to use the
results of the projects in future fed-
eral and state grant applications.
Northeast lowa’s forest resourc-
es have always been important to

(563) 864-7515

152 S. West Street, Postville
Terry Szabo, President

available at...

£ Schroeder Feed & Seed

Hawkeye ¢ 427-5310

IS CHARGE

of your
bottom
line with

Technology That Yields®
HERCULE)('I

Insect Protection

The Better BT

Pioneer® brand corn hybrids with
HERCULEX' | INSECT PROTECTION

the RC&D.
In 2010,
the RC&D

continued
to  provide
technical as-
sistance with
monitoring
and  control
of invasive
species in the
region,  in-
cluding moni-
toring for
Gypsy Moth
and  Emer-
ald Ash Bore
and assisting
with research
studies to
control  gar-
lic  mustard
and Japanese
knot  weed.
The results of these studies were
made available at public meetings
and through community presenta-
tions. In January of 2011, the RC&D,
in partnership with the US Forest
Service and the lowa DNR Forestry
Bureau, began working on two new
forestry projects, the eight-county

Forest Stewardship Project and a
four-county Call Before You Cut
Initiative. The Forest Stewardship
Project was started in response to
research that documented thousands
of landowners participating in lowa’s
Forest Reserve did not have Forest
Stewardship Plans but were respon-
sive to education and information.
The research documented as many
as 38% of those woodland owners
responding positively to outreach
about the benefits of managing their
forest and having a plan to reach
their goals. The Call Before You Cut
Initiative was developed as a result of
research that documents woodland
owners bull dozing or high grading
timber without consulting a public or
private forester. Both practices can
cost the woodland owner money in
the short and long term as well as
degrade forest health at a time when
Northeast lowa’s woodland resourc-
es are highly susceptible to invasive
species.

The RC&D is very active in
several regional tourism initiatives,
They facilitate the Northeast lowa
Tourism Association, of which Fay-
ette County Tourism is a member.
Over the past few years the RC&D

has been helping this six-county
group develop a new regional bro-
chure and website. The RC&D se-
cured grants and facilitates the pro-
cess. The RC&D is also working
with dozens of partners on the River
Bluffs Scenic Byway Project. The
River Bluff Scenic Byway is a State
of lowa Scenic Byway that meanders
through Fayette and Clayton coun-
ties. The RC&D leads this initiative
in partnership with the lowa DOT.
In 2010 a River Bluffs Scenic By-
way (RBSB) Board was developed.
Through this project, the RBSB
Board, as well as dozens of stake-
holders, helped develop new River
Bluffs Scenic Byway signs that will
be installed in spring or summer
2011. They also secured professional
photographs of the byway and be-
gan development of a new web-site,
outreach materials and a Corridor
Management Plan that will help the
stakeholders secure National Scenic
Byway Grants. Given the fact that
Iowa Welcome Centers report that
the number one request for informa-
tion is for information about lowa’s
Scenic Byways, this project is ex-
pected to help Fayette County’s tour-
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Invasive pests threaten NE lowa trees

Two invasive insect species, the
emerald ash borer and European

gypsy moth, are threatening all of

northeast lowa's trees, public and
private, rural and urban. The 2008
US Forest Service Forest Inventory
Assesment estimates Fayette County
has 5,968,063 trees that may be im-
pacted. Both insect’s main methods
of movement are via human trans-
port of infected firewood and nurs-
ery stock, or hitching a ride on ve-
hicles.

The by now well-known emer-
ald ash borer was first identified in
2002 in southeastern Michigan, and
discovered on a Mississippi River is-
land near New Albin in Allamakee
County in May, 2010. The emerald
ash borer infests and kills all species
and sizes of ash by larval tunneling
under the bark, eventually girdling
the tree and cutting off its water and
nutrients. There are currently no ef-
fective controis for an infestation ex-
cept annual treatments of individual
trees.

State-wide monitoring for the
emerald ash borer has been conduct-

ed in lowa for several years. Visual
surveys of ash in public & private
parks, sawmills, and firewood pro-
ducers, large purple traps hung in
ash trees, and “sentinel tree traps’™*
were all negative for 2010. Because
of the closeness to Fayette County of
the New Albin find. Northeast lowa
RC&D, partnered with IA DNR For-
estry Bureau, established sentinel
trees in Fayette County parks for the
first time in the fall of 2009. In the
fall of 2010 the sentinel trees were
cut down, bark peeled. and inspect-
ed for borer larva, No emerald ash
borers were found, and new sentigel
trees were prepared for fall of 2011.

The European gypsy moth was in-
troduced in Massachusetts in 1869
in an attempt to improve native silk
worms for the silk industry. The
gypsy moths escaped and have been
spreading west, south and north ever
since. It is the caterpillar stage that
is destructive. The caterpillars feed
on the leaves of over 300 species of
trees, shrubs, and plants. They have

a preference for oaks, but will feed
on whatever

is available. When

UGA1241011

present in large numbers, the cater-
pillars can defoliate trees over sev-
eral years, weakening the trees and
allowing other diseases and pests to
invade and kill the stressed trees.
Gypsy moth monitoring has been
ongoing in lowa since the 1990s,
including Fayette County. North-
east lowa RC&D has worked on
the monitoring since 2006. Recent
expansion of the moth into western
Wisconsin and western Illinois has
placed eastern lowa on the leading
edge of the gypsy moth invasion. In
2009, less than 90 male moths were
captured statewide. In 2010, 2,260
male moths were captured, the ma-
jority in Northeast Iowa, 3 times the
next highest yearly total. Though
several were captured in Fayette
County, the highest numbers were
in a band from Decorah to Waukon.
Approximately 65,000 acres in Win-
neshiek and Allamakee counties will
be treated with female pheromone
flakes in May-June in an attempt
to disrupt the moth’s mating cycle
and reduce the population before
it reaches destructive levels. 2011
trapping will begin in late May with
the placement of the traps which will
be picked up and inspected for cap-
tured moths in September.

If you think you've found one of
these pests or for more information
on these and other pests that threaten
our woodlands check the lowa DNR
Forestry Bureau and ISU Forestry
Extension websites, or contact Rich-
ard Kittelson, NE IA RC&D Forest-
ry Outreach Coordinator at 563-864-
7112, kittelson@northeastiowarcd.
org.

*"Sentinel tree traps” are usu-
ally 4-8 inch diameter ash trees, lo-
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cated in public or private parks close
to campgrounds. Larger or smaller
trees may be prepared if no 4-8 inch
trees are available. The trees are
girdled in the fall by removing 6-8
inches of bark, tagged with a notice
stating the purpose of the girdling,
and GPSed. If present in the area,
the emerald ash borer adults emerge
from their winter feeding in late May
to mate and lay eggs. The female

borers are attracted to the girdled/

stressed trees first and lay 60-80 eggs
in bark crevices. When the larva
hatch, they burrow to the cambium
layer of the tree and begin to feed in
S-shaped galleries that eventually go
complelely around and kill the tree
in 2-3 years. The sentinel trees are
cut down the following fall and the
bark is carefully peeled with a draw
knife. All larva found are collected
and sent to [A DNR for identifica-
tion.
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Funding Awarded for the
Nutting Creek Watershed Project

Carrie Davis
Project Coordinator

Nutting Creek is a 17,246 acre watershed
located in northern Fayette and southern Win-
neshiek counties. A watershed is the area of
Jand that drains into a particular stream, lake,
river, or ocean. This project is designed to be
a three-year project intended to improve the
water quality of Nutting Creek. Landowners
and operators in this special watershed may
be able to take advantage of increased cost
share, up to 75%, and incentive programs to
improve water quality by implementing cer-
tain conservation practices.

Nutting Creek has been listed on lowa’s
2004 303(d) list of Impaired Waters for aquat-
ic life impairment. Recent studies conducted
by the DNR TMDL. staff indicate that aquatic
life is not longer a limitation in the watershed;
however E. coli levels have been documented
as high as 730,000 colony forming units/100
ml of water after rain events. This is signifi-
cantly higher then the EPA’s recommendation
for body contact.

The goal of the watershed project is to
improve the water quality of the stream and
reverse the negative impact that fecal coliform
bacteria and sediment is having on the eco-
system. The District believes these can be ac-
complished by promoting several cultural and

structural best management practices (BMPs)
that contain livestock runoff and reduce or
trap sediment and manure from entering the
stream.

Cultural BMPs include no-till farming,
rotational grazing and nutrient management
while structural practices include animal
waste structures, terraces, and grade stabili-
zation structures. These practices can reduce
bacteria and sediment loads by slowing down
and filtering sediment and manure laden run-
off from crop fields before it reaches streams.

The Nutting Creek Watershed Project is
supported in part by the Jowa Department
of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, Divi-
sion of Soil Conservation, through funding
from the Watershed Protection Fund and by
the fowa Department of Natural Resources
through a grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency under the Federal Non-
Point Source Management Program (Section
319 of the Clean Water Act). Technical as-
sistance is provided by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

Individuals interested in the Nutting Creek
Watershed Project can contact Carrie Davis at
the Fayette County NRCS Office, 563-422-
3868 ext 3.
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Walker joins Departement
of Natural Resources

On Sep- | grown up in Jefferson, and gradu-
tember 13, ated from lowa State Universily
2010 the in 2004 with a Bachelor of Sci-
Charles City ence degree in forestry. Prior to

his lowa DNR employment, Jason
spent 6 years employed as a for-
ester with the Minnesota DNR, and
worked just across the border from
the Charles City district in SE Min-

district of the
lowa Depart-
ment of Natu-
ral Resources
gained a new

District  For- nesota.
ester.  Jason o0 Walker J_asop will !)e. s.pem!mg much
Walker  has of his time assisting private land-

owners in the management of their
property. Jason, his wife Laura,
and 3 year old son Bryce reside in
Charles City.

replaced longtime district forester
Gary Beyer, who retired this past
spring.

Jason is a native lowan, having

tough to plow through...
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Nutiing Creek Water Quality Monitoring

By Rick Klann
Upper lowa University

Upper lowa University has com-
pleted two years of water quality
monitoring on Nutting Creek as part
of a Fayette SWCD project to im-
prove the water quality in the wa-
tershed. Monitoring occurred from
March through October. Samples
were collected monthly from three
sites along the creek. Additionally,
samples were collected immediate-
ly following significant rain events
(more than 0.6 inches of rainin a 12
hour period).

Each sample was analyzed for
the following physical and chemical
parameters of water quality: tem-
perature, pH, conductivity, dissolved
oxygen and turbidity are measured
on site; while samples returned to
the lab are analyzed for suspended
solids, fecal coliform bacteria, am-
monia, total nitrogen and total phos-
phorus.

Twice a year (May and Sep-
tember), each site was sampled for
benthic macroinvertebrates (primar-

ily aquatic insects and other small
organisms that live on the bottom).
Since different species of benthic
macroinvertebrates vary with re-
spect to their ability to tolerate pol-
lution, they can be very useful as in-
dicators of water quality.

The monthly sampling regime pro-
vides a snapshot of the water qual-
ity at that one point in time, while
the benthic invertebrates live in the
stream year round and are thus ex-
posed to water quality conditions
throughout the entire year. There
are some interesting conclusions that
can be drawn from the two years of
monitoring.

First, while Nutting Creek may ap-
pear to be a fairly pristine stream
between periods of rain, the water
quality is greatly impacted following
rain events. A tremendous amount
of sediment and organic pollution
(nitrogen and phosphorus) is intro-
duced into the stream by runoff. It
is not unusual for levels of ammonia
and phosphorus to quadruple fol-
lowing a significant rain event. Fe-
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cal coliform levels tend to be high
throughout the monitoring season
and increase to stratospheric counts
following significant rains. Only
rarely are bacteria counts within
the range acceptable for primary
contact (swimming). The physical
and chemical parameters of water
quality all indicate a stream that is
degraded by sediment and organic
pollution.

Of course, this is the reason Fay-
ette SWCD has initiated a project
to improve water quality in the wa-
tershed by working with landowners
to implement land-use improvement
practices that would reduce the input
of sediment and organic pollution
into the stream. The second year of
monitoring indicates that this project
may be having an impact on.the wa-
ter quality of Nutting Creek. At all
three sites, analysis of the benthic
invertebrates indicates that there are
more mayflies and caddisflies (which
are relatively intolerant of organic
pollution) and fewer midges and
blackflies (which are much more tol-
erant of pollution). However. there is
still a relative scarcity of organisms
that are very intolerant of pollution.
Hopefully, the data from a third year
of monitoring will indicate whether
this improvement is an actual trend
or just natural variation in the ben-
thic invertebrate community

It appears that the climate in lowa
is changing, and we are seeing more

intense rains that deliver a large |

amount of precipitation in a short
period of time. Light rains allow
the water to percolate through the
ground. This water is filtered before

it returns to the surface at a spring |

or seep. Heavy rainfalls saturate the
ground. Any rain that falls after the
soil is saturated will not be able to
percolate and be filtered. Instead, it
flows directly into streams as runoff.
Runoff from bare ground strips top-
soil (and the chemicals it contains)
and carries it to the stream. Buffer
strips are so valuable because they
can perform the function of filtra-
tion, limiting the amount of sedi-

ment carried by runoff. Ponds can |

also trap this sediment.

Heavy rains led to a tremendous
amount of .sediment introduced to
Nutting Creek by runoff. Many or-
ganic pollutants (nitrogen and phos-
phorus) were washed in, as well as

fecal coliform bacteria from ‘live- |

stock and septic systems.

Land-use improvement practices
are the key to improving the water
quality of Nutting Creek. While
there are tentative indicators this
may be occurring, it is clear that ad-
ditional efforts are needed to reduce
the sediment load carried by runoff
and to make sure that runoff is fil
tered of organic pollutants.
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The Big Bad Wolf is coming!

Greg Heidebrink
Iowa Department
of Natural Resources

By now many of you have heard
of the many new threats facing North
East lowa's forests. First it was the
Gypsy moth, now we have the Em-
erald Ash Borer and Bur oak Blight
and in the future it may be 1000 Can-
kers Disease on walnut. I thought it
would be a good time to give you an
update on where we stand on all of
these forest health issues today.
Gypsy Moth-

The Gypsy moth was introduced
to the United States in 1869. It was
first brought to Boston for silk pro-
duction and has been working its
way across the United States ever
since. The gypsy moth is a great
hitchhiker. It lays its egg masses
on boats, camper, nursery stock etc.
These items are then moved around
the United States and the moth
spreads.

The state of lowa has been sur-
veying for the Gypsy moth since
1972. Up until recently it has not
been a big threat to lowa's forests.
Before last year, the most moths ever
caught in. lowa traps were around
600. During the 2010 season how-
ever, over 2200 moths were caught
state wide, with the bulk of them
caught in North East lowa.

What does this mean to North
East lowa’s Forests? The Gypsy
moth feeds on the leaves of many
different tree species but oak is by
far its fayorite. Repeated defoliation

along with many other stresses like
pasturing, oak tatters and drought
make the trees susceptible to other
insects and diseases. This multi fac-
eted attack eventually kills the trees.
Currently about 26% of lowa's for-
ests are grouped into the white oak,
red oak, hickory group. This group
of trees has declined from 37% in
1990 to 29% in 2003 and as I men-
tioned above, it now stands at about
26% today.

This decline is a result of many
different things (succession, Oak
wilt, grazing etc.) but adding another
pest into the mix will only make it
worse. This is why an area between
Decorah and Waukon and a small
portion of Yellow River State For-
est will be treated with pheromone
flakes (small pieces of paper that
smell like female Gypsy moths) this
summer, There will be some infor-
mational meetings on this process
later this spring. Locations and dates
are yet to be determined.

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)-

The EAB was found in the De-
troit area in 2002, It is thought that
it came to the United States in ship-
ping crates from China. Since it was
found, it has spread to Illinois, Indi-
ana, Kentucky Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, West
Virginia, Wisconsin, Virginia and
most recently lowa. In May-of 2010,
a larva of this beetle was found on an
island in the Mississippi River in Al-

lamakee County. Allamakee County
is now under an lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship
and USDA-APHIS-PPQ quarantine.
This quarantine prevents the move-
ment of firewood, ash nursery stock,
ash timber, or any other article that
could further spread EAB.

You would think that this beetle
is a great flyer due to the fact that it
has invaded all of the states listed
above since 2002, but this is not the
case. In an average year the adult
beetle will only fly a few miles, but
like the Gypsy moth, EAB is a hitch-
hiker and usually moves in firewood.
With this type of movement in mind,
a new Administrative Rule was
passed requiring specific labeling on
firewood sold in fowa.

As of January 1, 2011, all pack-
aged firewood for sale, sold or dis-
tributed in fowa must include the
harvest location of the wood by
county and state. This rule also in-
cludes bulk firewood, requiring the
harvest location to be included on
the delivery ticket. For questions on
the new firewood rule, contact Robin
Pruisner at the Iowa Departinent of
Agriculture & Laud Stewardship,
515-725-1470.

Bur Oak Blight (BOB)-

Bur Oak Blight or BOB is a new-
ly named leaf spot disease in lowa.
This leaf disease causes V shaped
brown sections between the veins
on the leaves in late summer. These

infected leaves then hang on the tree
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through the winter and infect the
newly emerging leaves the following
spring.

Unlike some similar leaf spot-
ting diseases, BOB affects enough of
the leaf to cause decline, branch die
back and eventually mortality. Not a
lot is known about BOB at this time
but there are many different agencies
working on this disease.

1000 Cankers Disease-

Black walnut trees have been
dying in the western states since
the early 1990’s form a walnut trig
beetle that carries a fungus on its
body. This is very similar to the re-
lationship that the Elm Bark Beetle
has with Dutch elm disease. The
beetle’s larva bore under the bark
in the cambium which then spreads
the fungus throughout the tree. The
initial thought was that this was only
on stressed western walnut trees, but
it has been recently found in Knox-
ville, Tennessee.

Iowa is currently not known
to have this disease, but introduc-
tion would be devastating to lowa's
wood products industry. Towa has
some of the best walnut trees in the
world. Currently there is no control
for this disease but as with BOB and

all of the other disease and insect
problems out there, the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Forestry
Bureau, lowa State University and
the United States Forest Service will
continue to try to find solutions to
these problems. If you are interested
in learning more about these insect
and disease problems, please take a
look at “lowa’s Forest Health Report,
2010" at www.iowadnr.gov/forestry/
files/fhr2010.

With so many old and new pests
out there, I can't stress enough how
important it is to properly manage
your woodlands. Trees that are over-
crowded and stressed are going to be
much more susceptible to disease
and insect damage. It is important to
develop a management plan for your
woodlands that looks at your long
term goals, the current conditions of
the woodlands and what you can do
to improve your woodlands. Your
District Forester can help you de-
velop this plan. There are also many
cost share programs out there to help
cover some of the costs of these man-
agement activities. If you are inter-
ested give your District Forester or
county Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service a call.
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Steeges (continued from page 14)

The Trust ends when Steege’s
grandson turns 60. At the same time
the Trust was established, the family
entered into a conservation easement
with the FCSWCD.

Kathy said, “We wanted to pro-
tect the agricultural integrity of the

land, prohibit certain practices and
large livestock confinement build-
ings. This allows us to farm in a man-
ner consistent with our soil conser-
vation plan, our wildlife goals, and
objectives.”

The Steeges continue to farm on
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the contour with contour buffer strips
seeded to mixed natives. Jon has
experimented with no-till but is not
equipped to do so.

Jon uses mulch tillage in the
spring allowing more residue after
planting. Some of his waterways are
enrolled in the CRP program.

The Steeges saw a problem con-
trolling runoff from their yard and
building. It was solved when they
constructed a water and sediment
control structure. They currently
have a Tier I1I Conservation Security
Program contract.

In 1986 the Steeges planted a
new windbreak to replace the one his
grandfather planted. In 1995 the fam-
ily planted a backyard wildlife habi-
tat consisting of Ninebark, Siberian
crabapple, Midwest crabapple, Nan-
king cherry and American cranberry
bush.

Many songbirds enjoy the secu-
rity and available food in addition to
using the Steege birdfeeders. Pheas-
ants regularly roost in the trees and
two years ago four wild turkeys win-
tered on their property despite living
quite a distance from timbers.

Kathy watches her husband out-
side saying, “Jon’s biggest challenge
is the upkeep and repair work on wa-
terways. He loves to be outdoors and
do as much work himself. He main-
tains good fences around the farm
and keeps the weeds controlled in
the fence line. Without a large timber
nearby, Jon's windbreak is habitat for
wildlife.”
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In addition Jon is a big promoter
of wildlife in the county, making sure
the CRP acres are planted to mix na-
tives and maintained for the contract
years.

The Steeges have two children.
Son Paul and wife Kaye reside in
Cedar Rapids. Daughter Larissa
and husband Troy Rassmussen are
at home in Jackson, Minn. Jon and
Kathy have two grandchildren.

The couple together has been
stewards of the land for 41 years. It
was by chance when they first met,
and Jon was glad a buddy of his
didn’t know his way around Water-
loo.

Jon explained, “My friend wanted
to visit his girlfriend in Waterloo but
didn’t know the city, but I did. He
asked me to drive him there.

“Kathy happened to be this girl-
friend’s roommate, so when we got
there we were introduced, and I
guess the rest is history. Kathy was
attending Gates Business College at
the time.”

Kathy Steege has been employed
with the Fayette County Extension
Service in Fayette since 1981.

After selling his dairy herd in
1989, Jon Steege began working for
the Fayette County Conservation
Board as the roadside vegetation
manager.

But Jon Steege is much more to
the people who know him best. He
was one of 15 charter members elect-
ed into the Pheasants Forever Hall
of Fame. For the past 25 years he
has been Pheasants Forever Habitat
chairman.

He has been an Jowa Hunter safe-
ty instructor for 31 years. His list of
conservation activities includes State
Preserves Advisory Board, Section

208 Clean Water Planning Com-
mittee, member of the three county
wide conservation clubs, certified
backyard habitat planner, and Volga
Valley Conservation Club tree com-
mittee member.

Community activities include
past AMPI district 75 chairman, and
past 4-H Safety Education Shooting
Sports leader.

Kathy Steege is a past Dynamite
Clover Kids 4-H club co-leader. past
Harlan 4-H Club leader, and she vol-
unteered for the SWCD when Belva
Bauer retired.

Together Jon and Kathy hosted a
clergy breakfast for Soil Stewardship
Week, handed out bulletin inserts for
Soil Stewardship Week. and were
Fayette County Farm Bureau Envi-
ronmental Resources chairpersons.

And for the people who awarded
him his latest honor, Jon Steege has
served the Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District as a commissioner for
six years. He also initiated both the
Soil & Water Stewardship Week and
Tree Sales Program for the SWCD.

When the Steeges received their

award, Jon stated, “Kathy and I are
doing what we feel is necessary to
ensure a future for generations of
farmers to come.

“The value of soil and water con-
servation is something my father
taught me at a young age. It's a mes-
sage that all of us have to pass on to
the generations of boys and girls to-
day who will be caring for our land in
the future.”

He ended, “And our practices are
working. Look around the county
and you will see. There are many
more landowners out there doing
what Kathy and I are doing, and they
should be saluted too.”

Hen Steege, RPH

We're Proud to Salute
All Our Area Landowners
Who Practice Conservation

Soil - Water - Wildlife - Timber - Wetland

THANK YOU!

119N, Vine,
West Union
PHARMACY (563) 422-3151

M-F 8-6 & Sat. 8-4
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For All Your Showmobile, ATV

New expanded
location in

Maynard!

Kuennen’s House of Power
455 West Main - Mayn d‘(563) 637-2870

Freedom Bank salutes lowa Farm families,
and looks forward to working with you. We
appreciate your importance to the economy
and understand your business needs.

>
e —————— 5
FreedomBank

YOUR Community. YOUR Finances. YOUR STYLE.

Elkader Monona Postville
245-2522 539-2015 864-7441

www.myfreedomaccount.com

Ground Engagement
Residue sizing infinately adjustable
to meet different field conditions/
requirements
Low-concavity disks, spaced 7-1/2"
for effective slicing
- Variety of 10" sweeps
- TruPosition™ standards
Attachments
3-bar coil tine harrow with hydraulic
lift rolling basket
- 3-bar spike-tooth harrow with single
rolling basket
5-bar coil-tine harrow
- 6-bar spike-tooth harrow
- and much more

CLERMONT
IMPLEMENT

121 Mill St., Clermont 563-423-5206

Key Features:
- 80% Residue Cap
- Leads market with most
compact tranportation size
Depth Control
- Single-point, simple one-location
depth adjustment for entire machine
Frame Configuration
- Widths available to match acreage &
horsepower requirements 18'9-49'9
- LeveHift hitch
Maintenance free bearings
- Walk-Over™ wheels
- Heavy-duty implement tires

Let us
help with
all your
implement

JOHN DEERE needs!

(an conservation wait?

By Jim Gillespie

In this ever changing world and state, what does the future hold for conservation and agri-
culture? Commodity prices are high, land values are high, rents are high, inputs are high, and
the list goes on.

But can conservation of the soil and water wait? That has to be a good question everyone
should be thinking about. With more demands being placed on soil and water resources to
produce more food for an ever growing population in the world and with changing technology
and genetics to allow different forms of production in agriculture CONSERVATION CAN NOT
WAIT.

Every land owner and farm operator should take the time to contact their local Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service office to see what
they can do for conservation on their land. Look at this as an opportunity to protect the land
that is the basis of your farming business. Everything that comes from your operation depends
on the land that you own or operate. You are left to manage your land as well as you can to be
as productive as possible. But you will need the soil and water resources that you have for a long
time, so protect them so they can support your operation well into the future.

Consider practices such as residue management, structural practices, and nutrient management
to protect the productivity of your operation as well as protect water quality. Keep your valuable
soil in place to maintain good soil quality that will enhance and maintain production. Control
the water that falls on your land by reducing compaction and try to absorb as much as possible
to reduce runoff. Water is valuable to production and protection, so try to use it so that it will
be available when needed by the plants.

When you look at the definition of “Conservation” in the Webster’s Dictionary it states “a
careful preservation and protection of something: esp: planned management of a natural re-
source to prevent exploitation, destruction, or neglect”. That says a lot and gives us all a large
responsibility.

Accept that responsibility and put CONSERVATION at the top of your business plan. Be
the best land and farm cperator you can be and conserve your soil and water resources so your
agricultural operation will maintain itself for a long time.

CONSERVATION
MATTERS TO
ALL OF US

FAUSER

NERGY RESOURCES
Elgin, lowa 426-5811
TOLL FREE 800-328-7371
ELGIN MOTOR SUPPLY 426-5529

Water. Too little or too much
and it’s a problem. Cover
yourself against the extremes
with multi-peril crop insurance.
Call your agent today!

N

N
NAU Country Insurance Company

=z AT NS

LLAUER & 13NV
ER West Union
LAll (563) 422-3871

INSURANCE AGENCY, LTD.

NAU Country Insurance Company is an equal opportunity provider
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Woodland Owner
continued from page 12

“We have deer and turkey walk right through the back yard.”

As for hunting, Frieden has allowed some friends access to the land,
hunting deer, squirrel, and raccoon.

Frieden has recently completed all the plans outlined in his written
management plan. However, for a forester, the work is never quite done.

“The work is always on-going.”

While Frieden says he doesn’t have immediate plans to take on more
woodland endeavors, “The thought is always in the back of my mind."

Frieden enjoys his time in the woodland he’s help create.

“I enjoy just being outside and discovering new trees growing. Hope-
fully I'm leaving something for future generations.”

As Frieden and his wife Deb sit in their sun room, the couple merely
has to glance out to see how all the handwork has paid off.

Make NAPA your first stop | a =
(R X

when looking for parts!
Quality parts, Filters, Accessories, Tools & Suppliey ’ \\
Cars * Trucks * Farm Equipment * Imports S

NAPA Auto Parts

112 E Elm, West Union 422-3896

Associated Milk

Producers Inc.

Jerry Johnson, Manager
Arlington Division * 3281 40th St.,
Arlington 563-933-4521

Dirt cheap

By Richard Jensen

Dirt, soil, ground, call it whatev-
er you want, it is everywhere we go.
It is the very root of our existence;
supporting our feet, our farms, cities
and homes. Unfortunately we are
running out of dirt and far too few
folks are concerned about it.

So what is dirt? We try to keep
it out of sight, out
of mind and out-
side of our image
of clean. We spit
on it, denigrate
it, and kick it off
our shoes. In our
speech we often [ -
use this word to
describe  some-
thing disgusting | -
or disgraceful; P
but in the begin- |3
ning all things
come from it and
at the end, all
things return to |
it. If that doesn’t
earn dirt a little

and food resources were exhausted
these early civilizations evolved into
tillers and planters, enabling them
to grow food for themselves. This
soil-man-food relationship was born
nearly 10,000 years ago. Fertile soil
was the most fundamental resource
that would determine the failure or
future of the human race. In order to

still continues today. Land use prac-
tices were accelerating soil erosion
. beyond the replacement rate. Ex-
posed to rain and wind these fertile
virgin soils eroded bit by bit slowly
enough to be ignored in a single life-
time but fast enough over centuries
to limit the lifespan of a civilization.

Many well developed societies did
xw i fail; in part due to hun-
ger brought about by im-
8| paired food production
o from the abused land.
The human suf-
fering that results from
d soil exhaustion in re-
gions that long ago com-
mitted ecological suicide
is regularly seen on the
nightly news. Environ-
mental refugees, driven
| by hunger and in search
1 of food or" productive
soil to grow it on are not
d uncommon. Regrettably
they are victims of gen-
J erations of humans who
4 failed to appreciate or

respect, consider

how profoundly soil fertility and soil
erosion has shaped the course of hu-
man history.

For thousands of years, our hunt-
er-gatherer ancestors were able to
thrive by living from the land that
was within their walking distance.
Little wonder that the land occu-
pied such a central spiritual spot in
their lives, but as populations grew

satisfy the increasing number of food
consumers of each civilization addi-
tional land had to be found. These
early village dwellers could and
would easily pack up the necessities
and move to soil-rich sites, leaving
behind damaged and depleted soils.
With hoes, spades, and the overgraz-
ing by goats, man was leaving his
signature on the landscape. That

value the essential natu-

ral resource under their feet called
dirt.

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said,

“A nation that destroys its soils, de-

stroys itself.” Global history proves

this to be true but in our land of ex-

cessive goods and groceries, folks

are not much concerned about a van-

ishing resource called dirt. Are you?

» Spring Clamp w/Edge Bent C-Shank i

+ 20" Concave Disc Blades 7-1/2" Spacing

+ 10" Sweeps
+ Soil Deflector/Spray Shields
+ Walking tandems on center section

Conditions at planting time are all-important to crop yield and soil and seedbed
preparation are a major factor. Leveling, incorporating and bringing the soil to a

PRESCRIPTION

FREE DELIVERY
& MAILING!

nearly-perfect seedbed condition in one trip is what the Tilloll is all about. Save
field trips and you will be saving fuel, operator labor and equipment dollars

(on all Models except 15F)

+ 5-Blade 16 Incorporating Recls
+ Spring Loaded Scrapers

» Rock Flex Mounted Disc and Reel
+ 3-Bar Tillol! Spike Tooth Harrow
» T-Type Hitch

Scott Pharmacy BAUMLER IMPLEMENT |

FAYETTE 563-425-4530 or 800-246-0024 1306 Hwy. 150 S., West Union (563) 422-3835

# www.scoftrx.com !

Combining field trips also conserves moisture and provides a firmer scedbed.
The soil is worked fewer times, depositing erosion resistant residue and coarser
soil on the surface to prevent sealing. Chemicals are successfully mixed
throughout the seed bed strata in a singie high-speed field trip.

Mart.

PHARMACY
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www.decorahchev.com

Certified

USED YEHICLES

CERTIFIED
PRE OWNED
CTS » Escalade
DTS « ESV » SRX

Silverado * Impala
Malibu * Sierra

1.9% for Acadia * Enclave * G6
36 months 1.9% for
2.9% for 36 months
60 months 2.9% for
60 months

A\ DECORAH

CHEVROLET =
CADILLAC

563-382-3619

www.decorahchev.com
1815 State Hwy. 9 E, Decorah, IA
563-382-3619 + 800-319-3619

Shop 24/7

Henn bestowed 2010 District
Conservation Scholarship

Jonathan Henn was awarded the
Class of 2010 District Conservation

Scholarship. Jonathan, the son of

Rob and Jean Ann Henn of Hawk-
eye, is a North Fayette graduate.

“Jonathan has been involved in
many projects over the years,” said
SWCD Commissioner Bill Bennett
during the annual banquet in Sep-
tember. “He has already contributed
so much and we expect to see a lot
more from him in the future!”

Jonathan said that the $500
scholarship would go toward his
NICC tuition.

“I am greatly appreciative of the
scholarship.” said the college fresh-
man. “In addition, I would like to
thank Fayette County Soil and Water
Conservation District for the work
that the entire staff does in promot-
ing conservation practices.

“They (commissioners and staff)
played a special part in helping
with the development of the North
Fayette Conservation Area in West
Union, while T was attending high
school.”

Jonathan Henn, a Northeast lowa Community College student and
a 2009 North Fayette graduate, was the recipient of the 2010 Fay-
ette County Soil and Water Conservation District scholarship. Henn
was bestowed the honor by SWCD commissioner Bill Bennett dur-
ing the annual banquet in September.

A Northeast lowa Community
College (NICC) student. Jonathan is
currently participating in the local

a career in the ag implement field
following college graduation.

community college’s John Deere Ag
Tech program. He plans on pursuing

(
| -
Protect your hottom line
ith The Power of AgMax®
AgMax Crop Insurance is great for America's farmers. See ‘
how our federal crop, crop hail and livestock options can
benefit your business.
!
| |
‘» Jim Mitchell Phil James  LorenB eneke
107 E State St., Fayette 14 - 1st Ave NE,
(563) 425-3333 Waukon
Jim cell (563) 380-0607 (563) 568-4125 =
The NEW 2011 RAM PICKUPS are Phil cell (563) 920-8640
here and they’re ready to work!!
Torkelson'’s is proud to salute the
SWCD for their conservation efforts! Ag M a xo
ELGIN WAUKON Crop Insurance -
rontieny . 560 5084507 www AgMaxinsurance.com
RAM - DODGE - CHRYSLER - JEEPe Wa&pmmmum%\'lm gricukural insurance Company, an equal opportunity provider. © 2010 FBL
www.torkelsonmotors.com ]
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NI [eacher provides next generation lessons in

By Bill Bennett

lowa Conservation Teacher of

the Year Sean Singewald, a teacher
at North Fayette Middle School, was
singled out this past year for the out-
standing way he is teaching our next
generation.

Mr. Singewald uses a hands-on
approach in his classroom, whether
It 1s an indoor or outdoor classroom:.
He makes learning a fun experi-
ence, and his students take part in
the activities in a way that they re-
tain much more of the lessons. He
1S teaching his students to think of
what to do to be successful not only
today and tomorrow, but during their
entire lifetime.

I have watched him work with
his students and have seen him dis-
play dedication to the profession that
doesn’t come from just doing the job.
You can see him instill in his classes
the tools students will need to live
good, responsible lives.

Students learn to care for not
only themselves, but for each other,
and that is something that many
young people today do not see. All
around them these young people see
adults taking, but see very little giv-
Ing; in Mr. Singewald’s class they see
giving, not only to them, but also to
future generations.

8th Annual

Fayette SWCD Report

[n addition to working alongside
his students in enhancing the North
Fayette Conservation Area in West
Union, Singewald developed the
first-in-the-state Trout in the Class-
room program at the local school.

T'he hands-on educational expe-
rience began in January 2010 and
culminated with the release at Echo
Valley State Park in May.

The class received an estimated
180 trout eggs from the Manchester
Fish Hatchery on Jan. 11, 2010, and
the educational process began al-
most immediately.

The students used math exercises
to predict the hatching date, which
was correctly identified as Jan. 19.
Following the hatching, it ‘was fur-
ther calculated that 20 percent of the
€ggs were not fertilized.

Environmental science skills
were utilized daily to test if the fish
tank was at its opportune tempera-
ture of 59-62 degrees Fahrenheit.
Meanwhile, water quality was moni-
tored every other day.

While studying the life cycles of
trout, the students utilized their anat-
omy lessons to investigate the cause
of death of fingerlings.

This year’s students can count on
similar experiences. In addition to
continuing Trout in the Classroom.

r b --hJ‘." - -
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Singewald intends
to INncorporate
more plant stud-
les, raising prai-
rie grass/flowers
from the seed, and
possibly other res-
toration activities
Into his curricu-
lum.

[t you have not
had a chance to
watch Mr. Singe-
wald at work, it
would be great
if you could, as
long as it doesn’t
interfere with his
classes. We can
all learn so much
from him. Maybe
we, too, can do a
better job of set-
ting a good ex-
ample for young
people to follow.

When you see
Mr.  Singewald,
join me, Bill Ben-
nett, 1n saying
“thank you” for
what he 1s doing.

February, 2011

enhancing the environment
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North Fayette science teacher Sean Singewald identifies plants and seeds to stu-
aents (I-r) Jenna Bemiss, Chloe Johansen, and Kasandra Rosenbum while the
Sixth-grade class collected seeds in the school’s conservation area in West Union.

Thursday

"~ PARTS
» EQUIPMENT DISPLAY - SPECIALS
» VISIT OUR SALES DEPT. - 2/28-3/5

We invite you to come for the deals, the fdod,
the information, and the fun! Maybe even a
prize if you are actively engaged in farming!

LUNCH 9:30 am-4:00 pm

g ple_nty of péople in our parts department so you shouldn’t have to wait long in
the parts line. These will be the best prices all year on filters, oil, planter parts and sweeps.
Turn in your order when you come in and the guys will fill it while you visit.

 SPECIALS

If your purchase exceeds $750, you will receive 90 days no interest, no payments, using your
Commercial Revolving Account.

Come see the display of equipment in the shop and visit with the sales department for
special prices. Company reps will be on hand to help answer any questions you might have.

New Hampton Red Power, Inc.

2205 240th St., New Hampton

PH 641-394-3178 FAX 641-394-2013

www.redpowerteam.com CASE Cﬂﬁbﬂ'
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