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And Drainingof West Lake Reservoir

Earthwork has started on a
holding basin to hold some of
the water from the West Lake
reservoir as part of the dam
raising project

Dr. Fred Wood, chairman of
the Osceola Water Board,
reported that with the construc-
tion of a temporary dam on
property located immediately
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north of the West Lake dam,
water impounded in the reser-
.voir will be siphoned into the
holding basin for use by city
residents while the present
dam is being raised 12 feet in
height.

The project is designed to
increase the capacity of West
Lake reservoir and requires the
storage of existing water while
the work is being done to
rebuild the spillway and raise
the dam.

The holding basin will be
composed of several quarry
pits that already contain water
plus the addition of a tem-
porary dam to create a holding
basis for water that will permit
a 200-day supply of water to be
stored.

Dr. Wood explained that the
water in the holding basin will
be pumped back to the treat-
ment plant and thence back to
the water towers for city use
Residents should have no
interruption of service and it is
anticipated that pumping from
the lowered West Lake can be
continued after a berm is
constructed below the water
line.

Need for additional capacity
in the West Lake reservoir
became evident in 1977 when
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Begin Earthwork on Holding Basin,

southern lowa went for a long
period of time without rain and
the reservoir dropped to levels
that caused concern for resi-
dents. The reservoir was
designed to hold enough water
for an 18-month period if filled
to capacity. In 1977, the
combination of dry weather and
larger consumption caused
members of the Water Board to
purchase irrigation pipe and to
pump additional water from
quarry pits for a short period-of
time.

Plans were started at that
time to enlarge the reservoir so
that water users would not be
faced with a shortage in the
future. The water treatment
plant had been designed to
handle increased loads when it
was completed in 1956.

By raising the dam 12 feet in
height, capacity of the reser-
voir will be increased between
three and four times. It is
estimated that the initial
construction work will take
between two and three weeks
and water in the holding basin
can then be pumped back into
West Lake

Construction of the new
spillway is planned for this fall
and completion of the project is
ascheduled for next spring
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can begin on enlarging the dam. The project is of
more concern this year, with little rain and hot
temperatures reminding citizens of the value of
waler.

DRAIN LAKE: One of two pipes is shown
siphoning water from West Lake Reservoir down
to the holding basin below. If all goes as planned,
West Lake should be dry by next week and work
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WEST DAM PROJECT: In a photo taken August 11, results of
some earthwork are evident prior to raising the dam 12 feet in
height. A temporary dam, depicted by two lines, is shown in the
upper right hand corner of the photo. The area outlined by dots is
the holding basin that will result for water siphoned from the

West Lake. A 200-day supply will be held in the basin while the
area just to the south of the dam is being worked oo and then be
pumped back into West Lake. Present plans call for the entire
project to be completed by the summer of 1984.
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SHORELINE: The receding waters in West
Lake give the appearance of a hfnti‘l_——-ﬂlmﬂﬂt.
Siphoning of the water in "h,'" West LEIl](E
reservoir proceeded last week in preparation
for making the dam higher. As the water level

dropped, the shore line at the west EndL of the
lake became visible. Duck blinds in the
background were clearly visible with the drop

of the lake
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Editorially Speaking—

Policy Needed
To Control Soil Erosion

As world population increases. the
demand for an adequate food supply
for the increasing number of people
becomes more evident. This problem
I1s overlooked in many instances be-
cause the United States has pro-
duced more feed grains than they
can consume and sell

And along with this tremendous
amount of production on the part of
the American farmer. problems have
mounted along with the surplus that
has been stored and in some in-
stances, given away

A problem that is not given the
proper amount of attention in many
Instances Is that of what this tre-
mendous amount of production has
done to deplete the soils in the United
States. And the fact that if we con-
tinue to abuse our soils through lack
of attention to soil and water manage-
ment, we will not be able to support
our own population with food, much
less the peoples of the other coun-
tries

An article in the Des Moines Reg-
ister on Tuesday, August 30, by Wal-
ter Goeppinger of Boone, founding
chairman and first president of the
National Corn Growers Association,
addresses the problem that faces
not only farmers, but all Americans.

Goeppinger states in part that
while many people feel that expan-
sion of our export markets will solve
the farmer’s problems, the real solu-
tion is to come from maintaining our
ability to produce crops—and this
means that measures must be taken
iImmediately to conserve our soll

Goeppinger's solution is in part,
“What is needed is an implementa-
tion, as soon as possible, of a na-

fimmaml Jmoe, ai Vi

These set-aside acres should be
required to be seeded down for a
period of three years to legumes,
such as alfalfa and/or clover, along
with grasses, such as brome or or-
chard grass, using oats as a nurse
crop which would be clipped the first
year. No pasturing or hay-making
would be allowed. At the end of
three years, the land should then be
released for cropping and a different
20 percent of the farm similarly seed-
ed down for a three-year period—all
this to continue as a mandatory per-
manent program. Thus, in 15 years,
all of the cropland in the United
States would have had effective rest
and rebuilding. At the end of 15
years, the first 20 percent that had
been seeded down would again be
rested

Thus far, the soil-conservation
legislation and funding of this nation
have failed to control soil erosion
because it has always been a volun-
tary matter for the farmers. The eco-
nomic incentives have not been pro-
vided to participate in continuous
application of conservation princi-
ples. the “fence-to-fence, free-mar-
ket-oriented policy”" has turned into
economic disaster for the farmer and
and soil-loss tragedy for the nation.
A 20-percent cut in our crop acreage
would still produce more than enough
for the domestic needs of the United
States and leave ample quantities of
grain for export. Foreign cash cus-
tomers should be given first place at
our export-buying window and credit
customers could come after them in
buying any that is left.

This new long-range program that
should be put into law in 1984 and
become effective on 1985 crops must
meet the important requirements of

protecting both farmers’ incame and
——— ST P T RV TOTE T TETTVIE TE -

EBNY sel-aside of all corn soybean,
whoant, cottan, Barlay,. rye, oals, rnos,
grain sorghum and all other fiald
Crop acrooge—Iin other words, all
cropland soil that is warked with
machinaery from year to year. othear
than orchards

wlions in the southarn and eastoarn
LS. have lost all theair 1op soll. and
now thoe land will only grow troas
Conserving our soil for farmears to
form will kesp them on the land if
INcCome & adeguate.”
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Panoramic View Shows Work Underway at West Lake

il <%

=
. ::T P

e AF g : %’%--- ?
e e

Ay m—- —
i — s [T
..' Y ] - ‘ﬂi-:

=

—_— —— = w il o, ‘-I-'. w?’ . *'-

e R e
TSN “.'b'ﬁ-“m'n:?- " T

= "5;“;—. =

e

3 i }':f'.r-\_"-"'-;’_@ e Cda s

:.n " J;!. - ..-!-I;'F' 3 _-.--.',-‘-'I“'i.'
P \m..' e A i

;"'-l.‘ .‘Ii.'- 5 -

BEGIN ENLARGING DAM: Earthwork begins on enlarging the the water from West Lake was not drained. The (}nceola_ Wnl‘.gr
West Lake Reservoir as heavy equipment moved into the area this  Board asks that area residents try and conserve water during this

week. A small holding basin dam can be seen being built, as all of  period of time while construction of the new dam is underway.
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The lowa State Fisheries, helping with the project, reported that
they plan to kill the remainder of fish in West Lake and then to
restock when the reservoir project is complete,. Many area

residents have visited the dam,

watching the progresa of the
work,
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NATURE VISIT: Sixth graders from Clarke
Community, Weldon and Murray Community
Schools visited Goeldner’'s Patch last week to
study nature. Hikes along with group
informational talks were held with John Klein

County Sixth Graders
Enjoy Field Trip

of the Clarke Soil Conservation Board, Mike
McGhee of the lowa Fish Conservation Service,
Keith Edwards of the Soil Conservation Service
and others.
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Weldon and Murray Third
Graders had their fall fieldtrip
to the Redfern Timber Reserve.
The third graders were given
lessons on tree identification,
bird banding, sensory aware-
ness, pioneer skills, poison ivy
identification, and basics of soil
conservation. Exhibitors for

On Thursday, September 22,
Clarke County school sixth
graders had a chance to spend

private nature center just south

of Osceola. Exhibitors for the
day were: Melvin and Alverds

this trip were: Betty Webb,
Dorothy Baringer, Laura

h : _ Smith, Shirley Woods, Melvin
the school day in the great Goeldner, Gary and Vicky Goeldner, John Klein, Bill
{S"."tdm”; It was the annual Kimes, Mike McGhee, Beth Paynter, and Beth Brown.
Fffm 'Gtr:dﬁ Conservation Brown, Keith Edwards, Floyd Plans are now made for the
u:; c?ﬂF:ke at{.:::stnrgénmed by Hall, Bill Paynter, Dorothy QOsceola Third Graders to have
tion Board Su:ldg ta“”““‘“‘ Baringer, John Klein, and their Redfern Timber fieldtrip
listen to the Wi]dl‘fn Bi glar. %0 Melvin Moe. Approximately op Wednesday, September 28.
Fisheries Biologist, Soil Con. fieldtrip. " “wvended the  The third grade classes have a
v oty G M o 2, IR ol so T
ector explain g atch'’ in the spring.

different aspects of their
natural environment. In ad-
dition, they heard from know-
ledgeable volun teers, who gave
talks on lowa flora and fauna
the settlement of Iowa and
Clarke County, and the very
early fur trappers and hunters
that preceded gettlement. B

the end of the day, the students

€W some specifics

and animal life here, :;dpm
mankind’s role in the ch es
of the natura| system. This trj

was held at *'The Patch"’ 2
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SLOPES OF SAHARA DESERT: Not quite. The
earth work that is being done to construct the
dam at West Lake reservoir is a major
undertaking and is probably the major earth

ﬁ ! X . _J' 5 Jr.f

» ‘::'_ [ £ fL Hr—E T =T
™y 4 i’
A/ At 6,

1 " - --H:‘i:‘i-" | 1
: g, ST 2
T
/N 'd

N - " S T,
-t ] -y ! |- ':-_._tlr‘- !"i -E- --i

moving project undertaken in Clarke County.
Nine pieces of equipment are shown at work as
the dam is raised to increase the capacity of the
reservoir
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RC&ds to Join

State League

Five Resource Conservation
and Development Areas in
fowa took formal action Sep-
tember 23 to band together to
form a League of Iown
RC&D’'s. The newly created
body will seek associate mem
ber status with the lowa
Association of Soil district
Commissioners which provides
a strong voice for conservation
related activities

RC&D 1s a rural develop-
ment program initiated and run
by local people and is admini-
stered by the USDA/Soil
Conservation Service. Each
RC&D Area is headed by an
Executive Council which in-
cludes representatives of
County Boards of Supervisors
and Soil District Commis-
sioners as well as other
community leaders. Local ac-
tiviies include a wide range of
community and industrial
:Eﬂ".'vlﬂ:l[mn‘tﬂ projects, erosion
control on public lands and
other natural resource prrlj-v:'L-‘
that benefit the public

Elected to serve as repre-
sentatives to the new league
were Olhe Kaldenbert, Albia,
Chariton Valley RC&D: Don

Johnson, Fairfield, Pathfinders

RC&D; B.M. Baier, Atlantic,

Golden Hills RC&D: Adrian

Fuller, Osceola, Southern lowa
RC&D: and Bob Burchett.
Montrose, RC&D.
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Restocking of
West Lake
Is Underway

Hestocking of fish at West

Lake Osceola 13 well underway
According to fish biologist
..']Jll"'.L' :‘L'I'h {.-Pi-lt'r 1.'[ r.t':*' ]'"l"\ a
Conservation Commission
channel catnsh DiuggEu Ao

fathead minnows were stocked
in the lake several weeks ago
Total fish stocking numbers
and sizes to date are:; 20,000
channel catfish two inches
long; 100,000 bluegill one inch
long; and approximately 10
bushels of fathead minnows
one to two inches long. Future
stockings of largemouth bass
tiger musky and crappie will
take place

Once established, bluegill,
bass and crappie populations
will maintain themselves by
natural reproduction Annual
stockings of channel catfish
and tiger musky will be
ri-qmrn.—'d to mantain these
populations. Minnows were
initially stocked to provide
additional forage for the bass
and these minnows will even-
tually disappear from the lake
as the bass population de-
velops. The Clarke County
Fishing Club is also discussing
2 plan to annually stock walleye
in the lake

The fishery at West Lake
Osceola will take about three
years to develop and provide
catchable size fish for the
anglers. McGhee stated that a
14 inch length limit on bass and
a J0 inch length limit on tiger
musky will be established. The
Conservation Commission is
also exploring the possibilities
of building a concrete boat
ramp and gravel parking lot at
the lake

(hher area lakes have been
stocked with fish this fall. East
Lake Osceola and the Q-Pond
each received 1000 channel
catfish seven to 11 inches long
from the cage catfish program
and fish stockings from the
Rathbun Fish Hatchery. Ad-
ditionally, 150 white amur
{grass carp) were stocked into
@-Pond to continue to provide
aquatic vegetation control.
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Forestry Meet
Scheduled for

Landowners

Landowners wanting shade,
windbreaks, wildlife habitat,
erosion control, Christmas
trees and saw lumber are
invited to a special meeting
Tuesday night, November 29
Purpose of the meeting will be
to assist the landowners of the
county with their upcoming
spring forestry plans.

The meeting will be held at 7
p.m. at the north room of the
4-H Building on the Clarke
County fairgrounds. District
Forester Randy Goerndt and
Clarke County Conservation
Director John Klein will con-
duet the meeting. Topics will
include recommended species,
population density, weed con-
trol, planting methods and
harvest objectives. A slide
show will be presented and
pamphlets handed out.

Current private nursery
seedling catalogs will be
available for comparative
shopping and the newly re-
leased lowa State Nursery
Seedling Application will also
be available. Due to limited
supply of certain stock from the
state nursery, these applica-
tions should be completed and
returned as soon as possible

There are 24 tree and shrub

species listed on the state RESERVOIR FILLS: In a picture taken fro

: . m the ai
Tﬁ ]rl::'t I:;it] [théfi] :ea.; r;n d__, I'T;:r: Nmn:.b:: 25, the‘ :'e:: L;.k: ‘;:mnrnir appears :huv:, Eﬂ:i :ﬂeb: ﬁ::;'mdm'ﬁ:n;ﬂﬁhﬂﬂ 12 feet with the new spillway
{ S, o rains brought the level o reservoir up to the level | of the present spillway. Capacity of
supply were not listed but are prior to being drained for dam ool B L the reservoir will be between three and four tim
still available until that supply al construction. Final plans call for water previously held. L s L e
runs out. The two unlisted tree

species are hybrid poplar at =

$6.90 per hundred trees and () 7 [g . JLL-/
“hokecherry at $6.40 per ,./'...ad,-f_.{ﬂ--_{i CALr ﬂ(/ (ST

hundred. Of the listed stock, -O fap 2
these are available at $6.90 per : AMerte, -“v{{-r’- w ’/, :f:% ¢

) . .,hundred: white pine, scoich s
“ pine, red pine, ponderose pine,
};;__rj;u'h pine, red cedar, black
{ &% walnut, and new this year 15
norway spruce. At $6.40 per
hundred are these species
green ash, white ash, shagbark
hickory, silver maple, red oak,
bur oak, white oak, mixed oak,
russian olive, autumn ohve,
tartarian honeysuckle, amur
honeysuckle, ninebark, re
dosier dogwood, gray dogwood
and new this year is shellbark
hickory

There 15 a 500 tree munimum
for new orders directly from the
state forest nursery. This
minimum does not apply to
people who have previously
ordered trees and are now ]us:L
ordering replacements, For
those people in Clarke County
that wish to order less than 500
trees. but have never ordered
before, they may combine their
order With the Clarke County
Conservation Board order.

Equipment to help plant the
trees will be made available at
no charge next spring by the
Clarke County Conservation
Board. The Osceola Big Chief
Chapter of the Future Farmers
of America is currently con-
structing & new Lree seedling
planter for public use next

spring.
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Soil Erosion Survey Centers
On West Lake Reservoir

property and life. Homebuyers
and developers can use the soil
survey to avoid buving or
building on sites with soil
hazards., Also local ,I"Hn[iﬁl...-r-
pianners can identify suitable
areas for housing, business.
industrsy

un average abhoul 44 9N
ans of sediment with associa-
ted pesticdes and nutnents
enter West Lake annually
West Lake 15 the onlvy soure r.‘i.-!
water for the City |:I! Liscenln

i approximately 100 rural

users. Sediment reduces the municipal and in-
reservoir storage capacity and dustrial water supply, recrea
results  in  additional water tion, and on site septic
treatment costs, due W in- Systems

For most people, buying a
home is the biggest investment
decision they have made or will
make again. Few can afford to
make costly mistakes: so it is
important that they are well
informed about what they are
getting into, Unsuspected soil

creased back-tlushing of water
filters and the use of additional
amounts ol sediment settling
chemicals. In order to limit
sedimentation in West Lake.
land use planners and other
authorities will use soil maps
and soil data to identify sources
of sediment and to  develop hazards can cause major
plans for controlling upstream damage to a home in years to
erosion come. Wherever the homesite

Fhe Clarke County Soil 15 in Clarke County, the soil
aurvey will provide I'l'l:;’r]| g1l survey will show the extenl and
information necessary for con severity of any related soil
servation planning efforts. A hazard

primary purpose of the soil Flooding potential, season-
survey is to inform different ally high water table, and high
land users about soil-related shrink-swell potential are three

hazards ani ]|T'r]_-'_d:|“'|"ra, ]'""If homesite !'r:"|ﬂr_l".j gyl !'1‘11-‘1'-!,-|]'-.

land use decisions often lead Lo After a hE’ﬂ"-':-" rain, even a small
expensive correction measures, creek or stream can overflow
and sometimes o the loss of with destructive force. When
buving or building a home,
make sure that it is not in a
floodprone area. Many areas of

" F N ' , - :
(M - 1 % e
WL _“-_'..Ji A ST Pt A larke County have a sea
R sonally high water table. Asthe
e J 9SS water table rises during the wet

vezmdie 27, i spring months, the basement

may become flooded

High water tables can also
cause a septic tank absorption
field to fail; effluent may rise to
the surface and then runoff to a
lower elevation—possibly into
the basement or the neighbors
basement. These soils will be
indentified

Clay-type soils are also ex-
tensive in Clarke County.
These soils shrink and swell
greatly, with seasonal changes
in  moisture content The
foundation of a house may shilt
and settle unevenly if it 15 built
on certain clay soil types
Also severe cracks may develop |
in the walls, plaster, and]|
foundation

The soil survey will also help
developers and builders to
evaluate areas before construc-
tion. They will be able to
estimale the capacity of soils to

hear nads and anticinptae and
TPy TR T 11T L T T

ey will locote in advancs
irces ol vanned  and gEravil
Faorpemdral, mnd Ml malorial Thauny
vkl Rranw wodlE with sacdverris
rraapearilees, s uh i e Flasini |
Naanrcd hiwh [T PEl . Enksla
o8 il wolromE, Prresmivi
nnd hgrh shrink = warll l-.-:q-.|
Ll They will oalwso ddontify

aroms that redqguire surfece and

midhsurface wnlier coniroal
e ;hh‘lnuuu.{ wf rascraepiior

nrens in Clarke County shoold
eg Lisimaogd orn the sudtmbzilicy of
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Give Report on Use

Of County 'Haybuster’

The Clarke County No-Till
Drill Committee released fi-
gures for the Haybuster 1206
No-Till Drill. In 1982 a total of
38 landusers planted B75 acres
Of this total, 209 acres of
pasture and 82 acres of hayland
were improved by no-till
interseeding

Sixty-three acres of hayland
were no-till planted and 91
acres of warm-season gErass
pastures were established.
Fifty acres of wheat and oats
were seeded for grain and 66
acres of wheat and rye were fall
seeded as cover Crops, Eh.”{..-pf:‘d
for feed, and subsequently
no-till planted to com or
sovbeans in the stubble. No-till
'-\Jl.!..'lll‘.-iﬂ*c accounted for 314
acres

|98 usage totaled 522 acres
by 21 landusers. Sixty-six acres
of pasture and hay were
improved by no-till interseed-
ing legumes into existing sod

grassiand. Seventy-four acres
of L'!"'"r-!;ﬂ]"lt‘i were converted to
hayland. One hundred fifty-one
acres of winter wheat and rye
were established as winter
cover crops. Double crop no-till
soybeans accounted for 11
acres of the 196 acres of narrow
row drilled no-till sovbeans
Another new use included 35
acres of sudan grasses for
summer annual forage

Past chairman Fred Redfern
gtated that the committee i3
pleased with the response of 59
local conservationists applying
nearly 1,400 acres of no-till in
the initial two seasons

Keith Edwards, Clarke
County District Conservation-
ist, estimates that over 12,000
tons of soil have been saved
and over 1.000 acres have
adequate conservation treat-
ment since the Clarke)County
group organized and offered
the drill for soil conservation,
wildlife and production en-

i
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— opg &
hancement. : _ judgment. It was observed that
Alan Teel, Clarke County a tractor with better than an
Extension Director, ave a verage hydraulic system was
4 | = o

brief agronomic evaluation.
Our experience the past two
vears would allow us to meke
the following observations con-
cerning the use of the
Havbuster interseeder

1. The performance of the
interseeder has been excellent
Even under less than 1deal
conditions, seed pluuemﬂm WEHS
desirable. The greatest van-
ance was due to operator

Schedule Two

s

tricts,
#iomn Servics wil
Youth Laaderahi
Frogrom Lhi
! B EuUmrne

mlatewicde 3 Loy
vl o prn

A Pped for high

necessary to lift the machine.
We did not find it necessary to
use a large tractor to pull the
machine.

5 The soil erosion control
capability of this machine has
been adequately demonstra-
ted There does not seem Lo be
anv erosion down the seed
furrow even when used up and
down gentle siopes

hnueh the manage- . -
ma:nl; 21‘ interseeded acres dl:;ﬁ '.;‘p. ¢ been :a;‘t:a:::;r*:;jd;

o yoly directly Lo € pes a very ade jot
il:ltt-!'i:'ri{ﬂi’:ﬁ it does affect the placing -w‘i-‘dt‘:- mi:hi'::;{ij'};e;hme
syccess Or failure of the desired dr.-.p.h. A arac
interseeder program that proper manageme e
e A For soybeans goeded tices before seeding an H-I fﬂ
mlth-!;i:".v :nturﬁw;wjvr. the single emergence ‘-!:'1':! E-:! th;r::;der
most important HH“'I "-'-HHH a totally successiul 1n
adn te weed control, e- YOETAmM )
:11?;;1:111 the 6°' row rpumng. lhf;;:?‘;::?:] .;;i::x hs::’gﬁf;l::ﬁ
post-emerge L'm-n':u:ﬁ.a! ;L:; :’r:fnj d retal can 8 070 s
s re:nrrf?:l:ilu{%fxﬂp Conservation District office,
Emerﬁvnl—iiw pastures and hay 820A North Main Street,

ETL‘&H.- l.h;*w areas are of Osceola.

particular concern for success-

ful seedings

1)Proper site pr_upurut:un.

ie weed control, Lime ﬂ_IHl.

fertilizer, selection of species Lo
be seeded

2) Management of the

interseeded plants after emer-

~e and until they are fully

gence |
established [at_laast

Youth Sessions

The Cauanty

Caonsary
sardn. wWinliomn

Soll Conmarvation Dim-

and Coopuralive Exten
Co-nponsnT Lhn

P Conesuarvation

Progrmnm im -
Beh ol st
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Nomination Papers Filed

For Five County Offices

County residents may take
out nomination papers for
Clarke County offices that are
up for election this year,
according to Clarke County
Auditor Emil Rinderspacher.

County offices up for election
in the primaries Tuesday, June
9, will be the County Auditor,
County Sheriff, Clerk of Court,
County Supervisor for the
Second District and County
Supervisor for the Third
District.

Nomination papers have

dELILﬂlﬁ;séaaaibﬁbffuzﬁihna-
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been taken out by incumbent
Emil Rinderspacher, running
on the Republican ticket for
County Auditor; incumbent
Francis Winship, running on
the Democratic ticket for Clerk
of Court; incumbent John
Stearns, running on the Demo-
cratic ticket for Sheriff; incum-
bent Leonard Siefkas, running
on the Democratic ticket for

County Supervisor District
Three; and Ed Robins running
for County Supervisor District
Two on the Democratic ticket.

County Supervisor District
Two includes: Fremont, Wash-
ington, Osceola and Knox
Townships as well as Osceola
Ward One.

County Supervisor District
Three includes: Madison, Troy,
Ward and Doyle Townships as
well as Osceola Middle Ward.

County Soil Conservation
and Hospital Trustee positions
are also up for election,
however, no nomination papers
have been taken out as yet.

Primary elections are sche-
duled for Tuesday, June 5, in
the Clarke County courthouse
with winners of the two parties
running against each other in
the general election, slated for
Tuesday, November 6, 1984.

Filing date for turning in
nomination papers is Wednes-
day, April 11.
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Set No-Till
Show, Feb. 4

Farmers attending the
Southern lowa No-Till Show
will have a chance to use
computers to determine the soil
loss that is occurring on their
farm. They will also be able to
see what effect changing their
tillage systems will have on
their net profit. They can play
the Soil Loss Game to see if
they can beat the computer.

These are three of the
different computer programs
that will be available for farmer
use at the No-Till Show to be
held on Saturday, February 4 at
Southwestern Community
College in Creston. The doors
will open at 8:30 a.m. and the
speaking program will begin at
9:45.

There will be 26 commercial
and educational exhibits that
can be viewed in the moming,
over the noon hour, and after
the afternoon speaking pro-
gram concludes at 3 p.m. There
is no charge for attending this
meeting and lunch tickets will
be available at the registration
desk. _

Speakers during the day will
discuss weed control and
scouting for no-till farming, use
of the no-till drill for establish-
ing pastures and other crops, a
farmer panel discussing
sprayer operation, and four
different farmers discussing
their no-till operations.

Farmers interested in
determining the soil loss on
their own farm should bring a
soil map or farm plan or have a
good idea of the soil types and
slopes on their farm,

Sponsors of the show are the
Southern Iowa No-Till Commit-
tee made up of farmers from
Adair, Adams, Clarke, De-
catur, Ringgold, Taylor, and
Union Counties, and USDA
personnel and Southwestern
Community College.
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Schedule No-Till Show

In Creston Saturday

The third annual Southern
lowa No-Till Show will be held
Saturday, February 4 at South-
western Community College in
Creston. The all-day event will
begin with the speaking pro-
gram at 9:45 a.m.

A large number of farmer
speakers will make presen-
tations at the show. Ray
Powell, Creston area farmer
and farm consultant, will
discuss a ‘'No-Till Survey in
Adair County'’; Jerry Hall,
Decatur County farmer, will
talk about pasture renovation
with cool season grasses; Kelly
Tobin, Taylor County farmer,
and Dr. George Gates, Blue-
stem Seed Company, will
discuss no-till establishment of
WArm Season grasses.

"Cheap and Effective Ways
to Reduce Soil Loss on Your
Land" is the topic to be
addressed by farmer speakers
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Wearren Johnston, Adair
County; Ron Weller, Taylor
ounty; and Roger Schnoor,
Ringgold County. Farmers
Craig Harris, Page County, and
Bob Cerven and Deane Mec-
Cunn, Montgomery County,
will tell about their experiences
with spraying and spray equip-
ment. Richard Thompson,
Boone County farmer, will
discuss till planted soybeans
without herbicides.

Keith Edwards, Clarke
County SCS District Conserva-
tionist, will tell about their
no-till drill lease program. Stan
Murdock, Creston Area Exten-
sion Crop Specialist, will
discuss basic weed control and
then Murdock and Mike White,
Laverty Sprayers of Indianola,
will tell about their scouting
programs. Pete Brantner,
Adams County farmer, will
share his experience with a
scouting service.

There will be more than 30
commercial and educational
displays including computer
programs, that can be viewed
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and
continuing throughout the day
A limited number of lunch
tickets will be available at the
registration desk.

The show is sponsored by the
Southern Iowa No-Till Commit-
tee, USDA personnel and
Southwestern Community
College.

Schedule Two

Youth Sessions

The County Conservation
Boards, Soil Conservation Dis-
tricts, and Cooperative Exten-
sion Service will co-sponsor the
Youth Leadership Conservation
Program this summer. The
statewide program is de-
veloped for high school stu-
dents who are interested in
conservation. Two sessions will
be offered: June 25-28, which
will be held at the State 4-H
Center near Madrid and
August 6-9, to be held at the
Conservation Educstion Center
near Guthrie Center.

A maximum of 50 students
will be allowed to attend each
session. Cost of the four day
and three night program is $55.
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Loan Program
Deadline Set

Clarke Soil Conservation
District is now taking appli-
cations until March 10, 1984
for no-interest loans for the
construction of permanent soil
conservation practices

Landowners can borrow up
to $10,000,00 at no interest for
up to & ten-year period. Loan
funds received may not be used
in combination with any other
public cost-sharing or incentive
program for soil and water
conservation practices

To be eligible, a landowner
must have a net worth less than
£300.000.00, to be able to
secure the loan, and be capable
of repaying the loan in equal
annual installments

Legislation passed in the
1983 Session of the 70th lowa
General Assembly authorized
the program and i_‘lﬂ}\'l:dﬂd £l
million for this year and next,

Clarke Soil Conservation
District has $7,197.00 allocated
to the HRevolving No-Interest
Loan Program

Application forms and pro-
cedures are available at the
local county soil conservation
district office

i
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FOR SALE

A.C.4row No-Till
Planter, insecticige.

$250.00

Soil Conservation
Office

Osceola lowa Z
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Crop Clinic Set
For Febr. 22

Larry-over, fertilizer wvalue
from 1983, weed and insect
control on 'B3 PIK acres and
the aflatoxin problem will be
major topics of discussion at
the Crop Clinic to be held
Wednesday, February 22 when
lowa Secretary of Agriculture,
Robert Lounsberry will be the
featured speaker at noon. He
will speak about a very high
concern to all farmers, '"'our
soil’”” and how to keep it at
home

The meeting will be held at
the Osceola Eagles. A lunch
will be served and tickets are
available at the Clarke County
Extension and Soil LConserva-
tion offices. Tickets need to be
purchased before February 17

Program presenters will be
Handy Killorn, extension soil
scientist, who will discuss sail
fertility; Stanley Murdock, ares
extension agronomist, who will
discuss weed control, es-
pecially pre-plant application,
herbicide carry-over and pro-
blems on PIK acres; Keith
Edwards, district conservation-
ist, who will discuss some low
cost erosion control praclices;
Dave Foster, extension en-
tomologist, who will discuss
insect control

There will be commercial
exhibits by local ag chemica!
and fertilizer dealers. The
program starts at 10:30 a.m
but the doors will open at 10:00
a.Im

This program is sponsored
by the Clarke County Extension
Service and the Clarke County
Soil Conservation Service.
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Final Tree

Orders Needed

The Clarke County Conser
vation Board will send In =
supplemental tree seedling
order Frniday, February 17
Those 'A'|:-'~f'.lf'.g lree 36¢€ Liilﬂ,.{‘-
from the state forest nursery ir
Ames may be included in the
order

I'he state requires indivi
duals to have a minimum of 500
trees in their order. Many
people wish to plant trees, but
not that many. So the Conser
vation Board works as a
grouping agent to lump small
orders together, and also
provides free transportation for
the seedlings from Ames. Fifty
tree seedlings per species is
the Board's minimum order. A
new state nursery in Fort
Madison will provide much
greater supply of seedlings
than has beer:available in the
past

For a complete list of tree
seedlings available, pick up a
tree seedling list at the
Courthouse, Soil Conservation,
or Extension Offices. Then
formulate your order and call
John Klein at the Clarke
County Conservation Board
office on Friday morning
February 17.

The trees will be delivered to
Osceols in April, and may be
picked up at East Lake County
Park, one mile east of Osceola

The Conservation Board
does not plan to place any more
orders this season, so if you
want tree seedlings, order now
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Apply for no-interest conservation loans’ .~

Clarke Soil Conservation

District is taking applications
until March 10 for no-interest
loans for the construction of
permanent soil conservation
praciices.

Landowners can borrow up
to 310,000 at no interest for up
0 a l0-year period. Loan
funds received may not be
used in combination with any
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ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

Regular Monthly Meeting

other public cost-sharing or in-
centive program for soil and
water conservation practices.
To be eligible, a landowner
must have a net worth less
than $300.000, to be able to se

cure the loan, and be capable

of repaying the loan in equal

annual installments.
Legislation passed in the

1983 session of the 70th lowa
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Ceneral Assembly authorized-
the program and provided $1
million for this vear and next

Clarke Soil Conservation
District has $7,197 allocated to
he revolving no-interest loan
program

Application forms and pro-
cedures are available at the lo-
cal county soil conservation
district office.
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I o Be Held At The
High School Vo-ag Room On
Thursday Night, March 8th

E CLARKE COUNTY CATTLEMEN'S

All Members Urged To Attend!
TOPIC:

Forage Management - by

--ALSO FEATURING--
Clarke County Feeder Calves

At Humeston Livestock Auction On
Thursday. March 1st

Alan leel and Keith Edwards

|
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Student Essay
Contest Open W

“Trees—A Neglected Re-
source'' is the theme of an
essay contest open to Clarke
County students grades six to
12, The essay must be 500
words or less. The contest is
divided into two divisions. The
Junior Division for six through
eight grades, and the Senior
Division for nine through 12th
grade. On the local level, the
contest is sponsored by Fred
Diehl Insurance Center and the
Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion District. Deadline for entry
is April 15

Local entries will be judged
and division winners an-
nounced. A $25 U.S. Savings
Bond will be awarded to the
winners of each division by
Fred Diehl Insurance. Local
winners will then go on to the
regional competition and
possibly on to state contest for

cash prizes. SPILLWAY CONSTRUCTION: Work crews warmer te i

‘ | N . tures in sight. Th ilway i
For complete details on the begin work on the new West Lak ill i J i . b
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high school E -
high school English depart F 2B my [T, J’f‘f}l

ment or the Soil Conservation . . - .
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The Soil Conservation Dis- i - 5/ == :
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Ann and Fred Diehl for their 7, cRop cuulc

participation in this conserva-

tion education program. CROP PRODUCTION AFTER PIK AND DROUGHT
A, Eagles Club -- Osceola, lowa
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W shn o February 22, 1984
A 27 174 DOORS OPEN 10:00 A.M.

PROGRAM
10:30 - 11:15 FERTILIZER - Randy Killorn. Extension Agronomist
Camy over from drought
Following PIK
Broadcast vs. drnibble, hand or sirip
New L.S.U. recommendations

11:15 - 12:00 WEED CONTROL - Stanley Murdock, Extension Agronomis!
PIK acres
Early pre-plarit
Herbicide carmy over

Fost-emer qe

12:00 - 12:45 LUNCH & VIEW EXHIBITS

12:45 - 1:15 “YEAR OF THE SOIL” - Rober! Lounsberry. Secretary of Agriculture
1:15 - 1:45 LOW COST EROSION CONTROL - Keith Edwards.
Strip Cropping District Conservationist
Rotation

Contouring

1:45 - 2:30 INSECT CONTROL - Dave Foster, Extension Entomologist
Rotating rootworm chemicals *
.b{l.lkﬂ'lng for cutworms
Stalk borer & PIK acres

Armyworm problems

DISEASE CONTROL - Robery Nyvall. Extension Plant Pathologist
FPhytopthora in soybeans
Allatoxin - 1983 problem - 19842727

SPONSORED BY

Clarke County Extension Service
And Clarke County Soil Conservation District

LUNCH TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:
The Extension Office or Soil Conservation Office
PRICE: £4.50
Tickets Must Be Purchased By February 17th.
S e
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Big Chief Chapter Busy —

Build, Use Tree Planter

Thanks to the efforts of the
Osceola Big Chief Chapter of
the Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca, Clarke County now has a
tree planter with a trailer for all
citizens to use and the school
has a forest plantation of 2,200
trees.

This began last summer
when the FFA and the Clarke
County Conservation Board
jointly made application for
project funds from the lows
Youth Corp program funded by
the state. This program pro-
vides funding for worthy
projects with the stipulation
that the youth do the volunteer
labor. This F.F.A. project was
awarded $2,600 in grant money
to construct the planter and
trailer and to purchase seedling
trees for the school's outdoor
classroom. Building the planter
and trailer was a F.F.A. project
throughout the winter months.
The trees were ordered in
December from the State
Forest Nursery for spring
delivery.

By April, the planter was
ready. The schools tree order
was late, so private landowners
around the county were the
forest to use the planter. When
the school’'s 2,200 trees were
delivered, the Sophomore biol-
ogy classes then provided the
manpower to plant the trees
just north of the new football
field area. Doug Dougherty,
Doug Short, Sandy Pollard,
Michelle Christensen, Jim
Reasoner, Tim McKnight, and
Steve Duvall provided much of
the wvolunteer work in the
planting.

Leland Dolecheck, F.F.A.
Advisor, along with the F.F A_
Officers provided the leader-
ship to see this project
completed. Dave Johannes,

gl R,

VOLUNTEERS: These four students at CCHS
assisted in the tree planting. Shown with the
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Dougherty,

planter that was constructed are Doug Short,

High School Science Teacher,
planned and coordinated the
tree planting part of the
project. Barrett International of
Osceola provided free use of a
tractor for the tree planting at
school. Alan Teel, Keith
Edwards, Ron White, John
Klein, Dale Chidester, and
Dean Frantz provided adult
supervision and labor in the
tree planting.

The tree planter pulls behind
a catogory 1 or 2 three-point
tractor. It is available for free
use by all Clarke County
citizens. Interested parties
should contact John Klein at

the Conservation Board office
for scheduling.

Young men and women that
did the work on this project can
be proud of their effort and of
the upcoming trees that the
planter will provide across
Clarke County.

In other tree news, for Arbor
Day, April 27, the eighth grade
science classes in Clarke Junior
High, and their teacher,
Carmen Moore, planted 20
shade trees and two lilac hedge
rows on the Junior High School
grounds. Students were also
given two seedling trees to take
home and plant. Murray eighth
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Michelle Christensen, Sandy Pollard and Doug

grade students got seedlings
the day before.

The Conservation Board
provided the trees for these
Arbor Day activities.
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Conservation

Cost-sharing
Is Available

Local Soil Conservation Dis-
tricts are accepting applica-
tions for BHO% cost-share
funding to install permanent
soll and water conservation
practices. Clarke, Decatur and
Union Soil Conservation Dis-
tricts will each receive
£36,301.00 July 1 for summer
construction projects. If re-
quests exceed this funding
level supplemental funds will
be sought (o cover fall
construction reguests.

Priority for cost-shanng ben-
efits are given to practices with
long term effectiveness which
require significant capital in-
vestment by the landowner or
operator. Present approved
practices for cropland include
contour lerraces and sediment
and water control basins. In
pasture areas, gully control
structures, diversion terraces
and grassed waterways are
prionity practices

Any landowner can file an
application with the local Soil
Conservation District office
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anniversary. For all the beauti-
ful cards and gifts, thank you to
our family, Dianna and Doug
Robins, Kathy and Pat Flaher-
ty, Rachel and Amy, Kenny
and Doug O'Neall and to Mom
and Dad O’'Neall for making it
such an enjoyable afternoon.
Thanks  Deloris, Marilyn,
Helen and Waunita for taking
care of the kitchen. Marilyn
and Leota our gifts, and Peggy,
Bertina, Aunt Millie and Aunt
Alma for serving at the
reception table. It truly was an
enjoyable afternoon. God bless
you and thanks.
Larry and Martha O'Neall
s-30*
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Card of Thanks )

of West Garfield Street, Truro,
Saturday. Mr. and Mrs. Larry
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Bids will be taken on each of
the above items separately.
The board of Directors reserves
the right to reject any or all
bids.

Janelle Hunsicker,

Board Secretary
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS

SCICAP Inc. will be ac-
cepting bids from suppliers of
weatherization materials.
These materials must meet
federal standards as specified
in the Federal Register 10CFR
PART 440, published on
January 27, 1984. Materials to
be purchased will include solid
core doors, window sash,
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Secretary, Osceola, lowa up to
4:00 p.m. Thursday, August 9,
1984 for the following:

Insurance on twenty-four 48
and 54 passenger buses, two
pick-up trucks, (wo station
wagons, three suburbans, and
twenty-one Maxar two-way
F.M. Radios. Bids to include
employer non-ownership liabil-
ity coverage for 1 — 250 em-
ployees.

This insurance is to run for
one year, August 25, 1984 to
August 25, 1985.

The insurance is to cover all
buses on comprehensive for a
full year, other coverage for the
school term only, except on
eight 48 and 64 passenger

buses, and other vehicles
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Docket No. P-762
8-29,2

NOTICE OF PROBATE
OF WILL, OF APPOINTMENT
OF EXECUTOR, AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Probate No. 7684
IN THE
IOWA DISTRICT COURT
FOR CLARKE COUNTY
IN THE ESTATE OF MAX
HARLAN, DECEASED.

To all persons interested in
the estate of Max Harlan,
Deceased who died on or n_u.nﬂ_"
July 9, 1984:

You are hereby notified that
on the 16th day of July, 1984,
w._ﬂm J._E.. will and testament of

ax Harlan. dece i
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FROM THE AIR: Construction work on West Lake dam and spillway continues. Good
weather recently has permitted crews to work at full speed on pouring concrete for the
new spillway at Osceola’s reservoir located at West Lake two miles northwest of the
city. Time schedules call for the dam and spillway to be completed this year which will
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approximately quadruple the storage capacity of the reservolr. Construction of a new
bridge near the old Leland Shaw farm must be completed before the water level can be
raised. The object in the lower lefthand corner of the photo Is the shoe of the
photographer who took the picture from a paraplane.




To Fill One Vacancy on
Soil Conservation Board

The term of one Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Commissioner expires this
year. Successor will be elected
at the general election Novem-
ber 6. The term of John Klein,
Franklin Township, will expire
at noon on January 2, 1985.

The individual elected to fill
this vacancy will serve a six
year term. Any qualified
elector residing in the soil
conservation district, which is
all of Clarke County including
cities and towns, is eligible for
the office of commissioner,
except that no more than one
commissioner may be a resi-
dent of any one township.
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Incumbent commissioners
are Richard Carson of Jackson
Township, Adrian Fuller of
Osceola Township, Edwin G
Ratashak, Jr. of Ward Town-
ship and E. John Camp of
Fremont Township. Therefore,
residents in these townships
would not be eligible for office
at this time.

Prospective candidates seek-
ing the office of soil conser-
vation district commissioner
must file nomination petitions
in the same manner as for other
elective positions at the general
election, except that no politi-
cal party is designated. Nomin-
ation petitions can be obtained
from County Auditor Emil
Rinderspacher

The petitions signed by 256
eligible electors, must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Clarke County courthouse no
later than 5 p.m., September
12, 1984.

Soil conservation district
commissioners serve without
salary and guide the overall soil
and water conservation pro-
gram in the county. For further
information pertaining to the
responsibilities of a com-
missioner, contact the Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict office, 820A North Main
Street, Osceola
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WORK CONTINUES: Work on the spillway of the West Lake
dam praoject nears completion. Dr. Fred DeHaan can be seen

:1.9 1.

standing on the horseshoe shaped spillway that leads to the
large opening that will carry overflow water away from the lake.
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Hay Association Plans -
Organizational Meeting

T'he Southern Iowa Green- Wednesday evening, October
hills Hay Association will hold 17 at 8 p.m. with the public
its first membership meeting, invited. The meeting will be
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held in the Harvest Room at the
Farmers Co-op at Creston.

Purpose of the meeting is to
present the by-laws of the
newly formed association,
solicit membership, and to
elect the Board of Directors
Several hay producers from the
séven county MIDCREST—
RC&D area have met through
the summer to draft the
by-laws

The concept of the hay
association is to increase the
sales of hay and straw as a cash
crop through sirategic advertis-
ing, to increase the qQuality of
hay, and to encourage soil and
waler conservation.

The Southern Jowa Green-
hills Hay Association will
establish a uniform listing of
hay and straw and advertise
the product on behalf of the
producer. The listing will
contain information on the
type, volume, and quality of
the hay or straw. The member
will be responsible for negotia-
lng the price, conditions,
transportation and arrange-
ments for all listed hay or straw
sales.

The hay association will have
two classes of membership:
regular and affiliate members
Regular members will be any
producer ETOwIng hay or straw.
Affiliate members will be other
individuals or Organizations
that have an interest in the
purpose of the association.
Regular members are entitled
Lo vote whereag affiliate mem.-
bers are not. The association
will be operated by an eight
member board of directors, of
which four will pe officers of
the association.

Soi/l Losses

Soil loss to erosion may total a
whopping 25 4 billion tons a year on
a worldwide basis. Described as a
“quiet crisis’” in a study by the
Worldwatch Institute, the authors of
the report, Lester Brown and Edward
Wolf, claim the world is beginning to
mine its soils

The authors point out that unlike
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions or
other natural disasters, loss of top-
soil does not receive massive media
attention. Instead it gradually un-
folds

The reports shows that for each
inch of topsoil lost in the United
State Corn Belt, average yields are
reduced by six percent. Improved
tarming practices and an eightfold
increase in world fertililzer use since
1950 have masked much of the
worild s topsoll loss, reports the
Worldwatch study

The United States is exporting its
topsoil in an attempt to reduce trade
deficits, claims Brown. Othe mem-
bers of the world's food producing

community are also suffering mas
Sive topsoll losses, he says

Brown suggests that the costs of
reducing erosion are often greater
than shortrun gains. He says it may
make sense for society to invest in
soil conservation even when it is not
profitable for the individual farmer

The report does indicate that al-
though no nation’s soil is secured,
there are signs of progress. lowa
farmers are reducing their use of the
moldboard plow and are using more
minimum and no-till practices

Until now soil erosion has been a
local problem. However in today's
integrated global economy, food is a
global commodity

Continued loss of tapsoil may be
someday result in acute food short-
ages. When, and if this happens, we
will no longer be faced with just the
degradation of the soil. The stakes
will have risen to life itself

— Mike Harris




Order Nursery
Stock Now

“‘People that plan to plant
tree seedlings next spring
should be ordering that nursery
stock now,”’ said John Klein,
Clarke County Conservation
Director.

To help people in planning
what and where to plant, the
Clarke County Conservation
Board will hold it’s annual Tree
Seedling Meeting on Wednes-
day, November 28 at 7:30 p.m.
in the small room of the 4-H
Building on the Clarke County
fairgrounds.

Randy Goerndt, District For-
ester; Alan Teel, Extension
agent; John Klein, County
Conservationist and Keith Ed-
wards, District Soil Conserva-
tionist will answer gquestions on
windbreaks, selection of tree
species, walnut log production,
fuelwood or Christmas tree

Hay Ass'n Sets
Nov. 29 Meet;

The newly formed Southern
lowa Green Hills Hay Associa-!
tion will sponsor a meeting On:
growing high quality alfalfas
hay Thursday, November 29 at
1 p.m. in the Harvest Room at |
the Creston Farmers Co-opg
building. This meeting 18 for:
both the public and association .
members -

Paul Meyer of West Point, *
Nebraska will discuss growing:
and packaging alfalfa for the
national market. Meyer pro-
duces 2500 to 3000 tons of ¢
alfalfa hay annually with 954
percent of it marketed outside
of Nebraska. He is an active
member of the National Hay
Association and will discuss it,
Loo

In addition, the association
hopes to provide & speaker on
the fertilization of alfalfa. The
program is free Refreshments
will be served

B

Annual Tree Meeting
Slated for Clarke County

The annual tree seedling
planning and ordering meeting
will be held at T7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 28 at
the small room of the 4-H
building on the fairgrounds in
Osceola.

This meeting will provide
information on selection of tree
seedling species and sizes and
costs to meel a landowner s
particular needs. Windbreaks,
erosion control, firewood, lum-
ber, Christmas trees and
wildlife habitat will be addres-
sed at the meeting. Randy
Goerndt, District Forester;
John Klein, County Conserva-

tion Director; Alan Teel,

Extension Director, and Keith
Edwards, Soil Conservationist
will be present to ANsSWer
guestions

The meeting will be informal
and after an introductory
program on seedling propaga-
tion and windbreak planning,
the meeting will be open to
questions and answers On
specific situations, Re-
freshments will be served

The meeting is held in the
fall because this is the time of
year to order seedling stock for
spring dehvery, both from
private suppliers and the State
Forest Nursery in Ames

Applications for the state
trees are now available, and
will be at the meeting. The

Set No-Till
Show Febr. 2

The 4th Annual Southern
lowa No-Till Show will be held
on Saturday, February 2,
according to Kirk O'Riley,
show chairman. The show will
be an all-day meeting held at
Southwestern Community Col-
lege in Creston. F

Speakers will address the
topics of fertilizer sources and
placement and application
equipment, weed control and
the economics of no-till farm-
ing
There will also be commer-
t:tlal exhibits and educational
displays relaling to manage-
ment practices, products and
equipment

The show is sponsored by the
Southern lowa No-Till Commit-
tee, USDA agencies and
Southwestern Communty Col-
lege.

plantations, tree planting

methods, weed control, soil

selection and erosion control
Ordering lists from the State

Forest Nursery and a number .'Cd-{ ol A v&,’:d ¢ -r,j“-g“- nt

gpecies selection s very similar
to previous years. A total of 27
different species are being
offered. All conifers and black
walnut species sell for 87.60
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No-till show
slated Feb. 4

The third annual southern
lowa no-till show will be held
Feb. 4 at Southwestern
Community College in Cres-
ton.

Soil erosion and costs of
production continue to be
serious problems for farmers
and no-till 1s 2a method that can

| be used to help farmers re-

| duce soil erosion and the fuel
and time involved in produc-
INg row Ccrops.

The show is aimed at
helping farmers better under-
stand and use a no-till
conservation farming system.
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MAKE BIRDHOUSES: Members of Mike project is an annual event with the assistance of [RE/Es

Rowe's North Elementary class are pictured Conservation Director John Klein and the

fnﬂlunﬂ bird houses with assistance from Clarke County Conservation Board % e
instructors Mike Rowe and Adrian Fuller. The ] - [E‘;’ 20l

' SOUTHERN 10WA NO-TILL SHO
Feb. 2, 1985 - 9:45 A.M.

at Southwestern Community
College, Creston, lowa.

i Keynote Speaker — Don Muhm
(Fh e Topics to Be Discussed:
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oil loss comparison for no-till in So bean S
l
Low Cost No-till : goRle
Weed Control (favorite No-till Recipes)
Economics
. Slides and Tapes - Continuous Showing
"‘S‘JU‘“” larming Invisible Erosion :
prayer system for No-till S0 years of Soil Conservation
Lunch Tickets can be purchased 3
at ASCS Offices -
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26. The weather has been excellent the past few weeks for
planting and the classes planted some 800 new trees in the ground
behind the junior/senior high school complex.

P}.ANT TREES: Members of the Clarke Community seventh and
E:mth grade classes work with Soil Conservationist Keith Edwards
in planting trees for the celebration of Arbor Day, Friday, April

CONTEST WINNERS: Clarke County Soil
Conservation Officer John Klein presents
Ramona Houck of Van Wert with a $50 savings
bond for first place honors in the junior division
of the 1985 District Soil Conservation Essay
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Contest. Fred Diehl [far right] presents senior
division winner, Terry Edgington with a $50
savings bond donated by the Fred Diehl
Insurance Agency. The two winning essays will
be entered in the regional contest.

Edgington, Houck Win

iy Local Soil Essay Contest

The Clarke County Soil
Conservation District has re-
leased the names of the
winners of the 1985 District Soil
Conservation Essay Contest

Terry Edgington, a 10th
grade student at Clarke High
School, won the Senior Division
of the contest. Terry will
receive a $50 Savings Bond
donated by the Fred Diehl
Insurance Agency of Osceola

Ramona Houck of Van Wert,
an eighth grade student at
Clarke Junior High won the
Junior Division. She will also
receive a $50 Savings Bond

from the Soil Conservation
District.

The theme of this }'Eﬂr.!;
contest was '‘Clean Water —
What is the Answer’ . Four-
teen essays were entered from
both Clarke and Murray
Schools. A three judge panel
independently scored the es-
says on both content and form,
and selected the winners.

Second place hanors went to
Tim Heckman in the Senior
Division, and Scott Crandell in
the Junior Division.

The two winning essays will
be entered in the county
Regional Contest. If successful
there, the essays will enter
State competition

Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company, which the Fred
Diehl Insurance Agency is &
local member, sponsors the
regional and state contests,

Congratulations to Terry and
Ramona for their excellent
work in researching and
preparing their essays
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Set Soil Stewardship
Week tor May 12-19

The Clarke Soil Conservation
District will join the nationwide
observance of Soil Stewardship
Week during the week of May
12-19, Richard Carson, district
chairman, announced.

“Tommorrow Together'' is
the theme of the 1985
observance. As the 19856
booklet for the observance
points out, human survival
depends on other living things:
the grasses and grain, fishes
and birds, wild and domestic
animals.

In 1985, the soil conservation
movement in America marks
its 50th anniversary. During
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the Dust Bowl era of the '30s,
conservation districts, local
units of government, were
founded to take soil conser-
vation information and techni-
ques out to farmers and
ranchers. Today conservation
districts also work with urban
and suburban citizens and are
involved in work to clean up the
nation's waters.

Since 1955, the National
Association of Conservation
Districts has sponsored Soil
Stewardship Week, in coopera-
tion with the nearly 3,000
conservation districts, as one
way to emphasize the um-
portance of good stewardship
of our basic soil and water
resources.
especially de-
signed to carry the 1985 theme
are being distributed through
local conservation districts to
clergymen participating in the
observation. Information for
the 1985 observance of Soil
Stewardship Week is available
from the Soil Conservation
office at 820A N. Main, Street,
Osceola.



Editorially Speaking—

Soil Stewardship Week

This is Soil Stewardship Week,
observed nationally throughout the
United States.

And the purpose of the week is to
draw attention fo the need for every-
one 1o conserve the soil and water
resources of our country. The very
real need is becoming more critical
with each passing year as the most
valuable asset we have is being de-
pleated so rapidly

Many acres of prime land have
been under cultivation for 100 years
or less in the midwest and for less
than 200 years on the eastern sea-
board. During this period of time we
have seen the topsoil of the United
States being used and abused as if it
were andlass

The productivity of the United
States farmer has been phenomenal
and the amount of crops produced
have been the envy of the world. This
was done in most instances without
practicing soil and water conserva-
tion. What was the need? America’s
resources were limitless — sup-
posedly

Today we know better. We are
losing our ability to produce food
each year as soil is blown and
drained away through improper use
of the land. Much of this loss has
been offset by the fertilizers we use
and the improved strains of grains
produced and used
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The fact remains — we must re-
cognize the factthatthereisalimitto
the topsoil we have and that when it
IS gone, even the best fertilizers can-
not make up the difference._Itis afact
that not only farmers must be cog-
nizant of, but all Americans

A recent story concerning A, C
Benton, land baron and banking en-
trepreneur in the midwest, told of his
purchase of a farm that had many soil
conservation structures on it —
placed there over a period of years by
the owner who recognized the need
for such measures. Thefirst thing the
new owner, A C. Benton, did, was to
have bulldozers knock down all ter-
races and holding structures. His
explanation was that a farm needed
to produce and that it couldn’t be
productive with hinderances such as
lerraces, etc.

The fact that there are other gene-
rations to follow us apparently didn't
enter into his calculations. And the
need to get every bit out of a piece of
ground, regardless of the conse-
quences, shows glaring shortsighted-
ness,

So in spite of the A. C. Bentons of
the world, we need to recognize the
need for more soil and water conser-
vation, not less — for today and for
future generations.

THIRD  ANN
GOVERNOR'S VOLUN

L o .

Substance Abuse program in Clarke County.
Pictured with him is Dallas Minchin of the Drug
Abuse Advisory Council.

PRESENTS AWARD: Governor Terry Br_ll:!.!l!d
(right] presents an Outstanding Individual
Award to Steve Emst for his work with the
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Seek Applicants for Soi'l Mapping o f

Conservation Practice

“Don’t forget to take care of
vour soil,”’ warns Keith Ed-
wards. Clarke County Soil
Conservationist, **Soil is one of
the raw materials that runs the
farm factory. Soil conservation
is as important (o Erowing
healthy crops as vetennary
medicine is to producing pro-
fitable livestock’’

‘'] know many farmers think
they can't afford soil conserva-
tion right now'’, says Edwards,
““but soil erosion is unfor-
giving. The reservoir of nu-
trients and soil moisture
holding capacity of topsoil lost
to erosion will reduce future
profits."’

“Fven with lower land prices
farmers still have a lot of
money invested in their soil
resource. Farmers who main-
tain their soil through applica-
tion of soil conserving practices
are really protecting that in-
vestment’’, comments Ed-
wards

Monies are available to area
farmers to help with the cost of
the most-expensive Conserva

tion practices, such as terraces,
water and sediment control
basins, gully control struc-
tures, and grassed waterways.
lowa Financial Incentive Pay-
ments may be made to cost/
share up to 50% of the cost of
installing permanent conserva-
tion practices

“Due to

the depressed

economy in southern Ilowa
counties, we have more money
available at the present time

than applications’’, reports
Edwards. '‘Farmers need to
identify their critical erosion

areas and apply for assistance
through the Clarke Soil
Conservation District office at
420A North Main Street by
August 1.

In my 10 years working
with soil conservation ['ve
never seen this much oppor-
tunity to get i"w||'| with needed
conserving practices,’’ says
Edwards, ‘'‘and when you
consider the tax treatment of
soil conserving expenses it may
only end up costing a farmer
about 25% of the entire project

CoOst
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Asghar Chowdhery, Soil
Scientist, party leader, re-
ported that mapping of soils in
Clarke County is about two-
thirds completed.

When the Soil Survey for an
area is complete, a report is
published that includes the soil
maps (scale of 4 inches to the
mile), names and descriptions
of the soils shown on the maps
and statement about the suit-
ability of the soils for various
purposes. ''We hope to com-
plete the field work in Clarke
County by July, 1987. It will
take another two years or more
to finish checking, editing of
soil survey report at various
levels—Ames, Des Moines,
Lincoln, Nebraska (Midwestern
Technical Center) and then to
Washington for final publica-
tion,"' Chowdhery said.

Soil information is useful to
all people, directly or in-
directly. Its importance to
farmers, ranchers and foresters
has long been recognized, and
now city dwellers are begin-
ning to realize how much
influence it has on their
homelife and their businesses.
Some of the frequent users of
soil information besides farm-
ing are land appraisers, real-
tors, builders, engineers, cily
planners, foresters, bankers
and insurance companies

Land appraisers have found
that soil surveys provide ex-
cellent information on which to
base land wvalues. [In many
counties tax assessors have
revised the tax base after a soil
survey for the entire county has
been made. Here in lowa,
counties share the cost of the
mapping in order to speed up
the work. With the help of soil
survey information, the earn-
ing power of a tract of land or
farms can be estimated
through a system of corn suit-
ability ratings. Since the corn is
the main crop, it was decided
that corn production would be
used as a basis for determining
a value for each tract of land or

farms. Scientists from the lowa
State Experiment Station and
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture helped develop corn

suitability ratings based on
past yields of the different
soils.

Efficient farmers have often
complained that tax assessors
are unfair to them, since their
well kept, improved farms are
given higher wvaluation than
run-down farms. Using a soil
survey to help appraise land
avoilds such complaints. Since
the appraisal is based on the
soil rather than on the outward

appearance of the farms. Such
appraisals have proved popular
with farmers. One assessor
reported only one complaint
after a new pssessment was
made based on the soil survey.
Five years previously more
than 1,600 complaints were
filed.

Residential developers use
soil information to determine
what kinds of soils can be used
for fills beneath foundations,
for subgrades of roadways, for
foundations of structures.

Developers can benefit
greatly by studying soil maps
and locating the soils that suit
their purpose. Septic tank
effluent does not filter through
some soils that have a large
proportion of clay. Unstable
soils slip, making house foun-
dations and walls crack. Some
soils are subject to frequent
floodings. Some soils are sub-
ject to rare flooding, that is
once in every 25 to 50 years of a
severly damaging flood.
Realtors and homebuilders can
all profit greatly by the know-
ledge of soils ahead of time.

Engineers use soil surveys in
judging sites for buildings,
highways, airports, dams and
conservation structures. For
example, an engineer would
not want to use a sandy soil or
sandy substratum to build a
pond or dam. Soil surveys also
tell engineers if a soil is able to
support trucks or cars moving
across an open field. This
information is essential for
both wartime emergencies and
peacetime construction jobs.

If an engineer needs sand,
gravel or limestone, the survey
tells him where he can pro-
bably find it.

Foresters use soil survey
information to find out what
trees grow best on a particular
kind of soil and what kind of
conservation and other prac-
tices are needed to overcome
limitations, if any.

Soils directly affect the kind
and amount of vegetation that
is available to wildlife as food
and cover, If the soils have the
potential, wildlife habitat can
be created or improved by
planting appropriate vege-
tation or by maintaining the
existing plant cover.

A Frupeny of soil shrink and
swell potential depends on the
amount and kind of clay in the
soil,

Shrinking and swelling of
some soils can cause damage to
building foundations, base-
ment walls, roads and other
structures unless special de-
signs are used. A high shrink-

swell potential indicates that
special design and added ex-
pense may be required

Within recent years planning
agencies have come to need
soil information that is vital to
their job. Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia is an example. So great
has been the demand for soil
information for a wide range of
uses, including location or
roads, septic tanks, shopping
centers, foundations for large
buildings, and underground
utilities, that the county super-
visors appropriated money to
help complete the soil survey
started by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service and the Virginia
State Agricultural Experiment
Station and they hired a soil
scientist themselves. The soil
scientist and county health
officer ran percolation tests on
more than 100 soil sites in the
county. Today, the soil must be
suitable, or septic tanks cannot
be approved. Some soils cor-
rode pipes. Oil and gas com-
panies are now using a0il
information to prevent corro-
sion or cut down corrosion by
treatment of pipes

Soil information helps can-
neries and other food pro-
cessors locate their planis. Are
the nearby soils suitable for
growing Ssweet corn, peas,
strawberries, tomatoes, beéans,
etc.? Soil surveys provide the
answers to these questions,

Investors, banks, insurance
companies and building and
loan companies find seil sur-
veys helpful in determining the
soundness of proposed invest-
ments in land.

Even manufacturers of earth
moving equipment need soil
information for the design of
certain types of machinery.

Sanitarians use soil surveys
to help locate and develop
suitable soil areas for the
disposal of liquid and solid
wastes. Soil survey interprela-
tions show the soil limitations
for septic tank sewage absorp-
tion fields. Soil surveys are
helpful in locating and develop-
ing sanitary landfill sites for
the disposal of solid wastes

It cannot be assumed thal
just any piece of land can be
used for most of the recreation
activites, that is not so. Areas
that are on flood plains limit
their use for camps and recrea-
tion buildings, but such soils
are suitable for hiking, nature
study or other less intensive
uses

High water tables impose
severe limitations on use of
soils for campsites, roads and
playgrounds,
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Droughtiness makes it diffi-
cult to grow grasses. The
shrinking and swelling of soils
with high clay content may
damage floors and foundations
of recreation buildings.

Steep slopes limit the use of
soils for playgrounds, camp-
sites, buildings, etc. If bedrock
is at shallow depth, it is
difficult to level soil for play-
grounds and campsites,

Stones, gravel and rocks
impose moderate to severe
limitations on use of soils for
campsites, playgrounds, trais
and other uses that require
heavy foot traffic

“"We are flagging out some
of the problems (limitations) of
the soils for such uses. The
user (investor) should seek the
advice of an expert in the field
or have on site investigations of
the site before investing a lot of
money,’” he said.
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Clarke County Continues

STATUS OF SOTL
SURVEY

MAPPING COMPLETE
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~ SAVE Nutrients
SAVE Organic Matter
SAVE Fuel
SAVE Machinery Repairs
SAVE Time
SAVE Money °*

DONT TILL AT ALL

Try No-Till In ’86
“No-Tillers Are

Gaining Ground”

Sponsored By Southern Jowa No-Till
Committee & Your Local Soil
_Cq_n;g_rvatj on District
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“DON'TTILL THIS FALL

Tree Seedlings Meeting
To Assist Area Farmers

The Clarke County Conser-
vation Board will host a meet-
ing Tuesday, November 26 to
provide landowners with assist-
ance in ordering tree seedlings
sSpecial emphasis will be placed
on ordering seedlings trom the
State Tree Nursery, although
private tree nurseries will be
mentioned also, and order
forms will be available from
many

The meeting will be held
Tuesday night at 7 p.m. in the
small room of the 4-H Building
on the fairerounds in Osceola
Randy Goerndt, District For-
ester; John Klein, County
Conservation Director: Keith
Edwards, District Soil Conser-
vationist and Alan Teel, Exten-
sion Director, will provide the
program

Information to be covered
includes: what to ptnnt_ where
to plant, windbreak planning,
where to order trees, how to
use o tree planter, the econom-
ics of Christmas Tree produc-
tion, firewood plantations, and
lumber production, including
walnut plantations

Order forms from the State
Forest Nursery in Ames are
now available. Copies can be
picked up at the south entrance
to the courthouse in Osceola, or
any Soil Conservation Service
office, or from County Conser-
vation Board offices. They will
also be available at the Tues-
day meeting

Frequently, many of the
most desire species will sell out
by early December. So now is

the time to plan for next vear's
planting and now is the time to
order trees for next spring
delivery

This years slale nursery
order form is similar to previ
ous years, Five pine species are
offered. Walnut and eight
other tree species, along with
12 types of shrubs are also
available. Pines and walnut
sell for $B60 per hundred
trees. All others sell for $8 per
hundred. While this is a
modest increase over 1985
[."Fi.t‘l.‘*i_ the lowa tl['lr‘l'ﬁl'-r'\'"{ji![]
Commission has notified coun
ty conservation board's to
expect a layge increase in price
for tree orders taken next fall
The state is under pressure to
Increase [|"‘.i.']:' prices in rrr[lqlr Ly
fully pay for the tree program
and also to insure that thev do
not undercut the I1rn-.-~; of
private tree seedling nurseries

-\n}nru- with questions about
the planting of tree seedlings
should attend Tuesday's meet
g, or comtact the District
Forester in Creston or the
County Conservation Board

office

Oscsola. BrnTenik

7“1:',..-—3‘--1#:-1.1.; ":-f‘ / ?J‘j

- J{_r_, i Lc-,{.. o

T ——

Clarke County
Board of Supervisors
Proceedings

November 12, 1985 Osceola, lowa
The Board of Supervisors of Clarke County, lowa met pursuant
to law, the rules of said Board and to adjournment. Members
present: Chairman, Leonard Siefkas, Terry Robins and Floyd E.
Mason
The Board acted on the following resolutions since their
October meeting:

RESOLUTION

Moved by Floyd E. Mason and seconded by Terry Robins to
refund to Gary D. Sparks (Washington Township) the amount of
$114.00 on over-payment of taxes paid on bullding on leased
land for taxes payable in 1984-85. Also to refund to Gary and
Joyce McDowell (Knox Township) the amount of $633.563 on
taxes paid on an outbuilding that burned, for taxes payable
1082-83, 1983-84 and 1984-86.

Vote was: “Ayes”™ Leonard Siefkas, Terry Robins and Floyd E.
Mason. *Nays™ None.

Signed this 14th day of October, 1985.

Attest: Emil L. Rinderspacher Chairman: Leonard Siefkas
(Clarke County Auditor) (Board of Supervisors)

RESOLUTION

Moved by Floyd E. Mason and seconded by Terry Robins to
approve the Constitution and By-Laws of the Southern lowa
Hesource Conservation and Development Area Inc.

Vote was: “Ayes™: Leonard Siefkas, Terry Robins and Floyd E
Mason. "Nays"™: None.

Signed this 16th day of October, 1986.
Attest: Emil L. Rinderspacher Chairman: Leonard Siefkas
(Clarke County Auditor) (Board of Supervisors)

RESOLUTION

The Clarke County Board of Supervisors met Monday, October
21, 1885. Moved by Terry Robins that the meeting go inte closed
session. Seconded by Floyd E. Mason. Motion carried.

The Board met in closed session at 9:00 AM. on October 21,
1985. Jim Connell, County Engineer, discussed his retirement
plans and tendered his resignation as of December 31, 1986,
Moved by Floyd E. Mason to adjourn the closed sesslion and re-
open in open session. Seconded by Terry Robins. Motion carried.

Moved by Floyd E. Mason to accept the resignation of Jim
Connell, Clarke County Engineer, effective December 31, 1986,
Seconded by Terry Robins. Vote was: "Ayes”: Leonard Slefkas,
Terry Robins and Floyd E. Mason. “Nays": None.

Signed this 21st day of October, 1986,

Attest: Emil L. Rinderspacher Chairman: Leonard Siefkas
{Clarke County Auditor) (Board of Supervisors)
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Select Klein as

Speaker at SC

Clarke County Conservation
Board Director John Klein has
been selected to be a speaker for
Soil Conservation District Com-
missioners at their upcoming 41st
Annual Short Course on the Iowa
State University campus
January Z2.

Klein serves now as an
Assistant Commissioner and
Chairman of the Clarke Soil Con-
servation District's Education
Committee. He will present a
presentation on Conservation
Education in Soil Conservation
Districts and he will outline some
of the conservation education
programs that have been suc-
cessful in Clarke County.

Klein has served as the Con-
servation Board’s Director for
the past seven years, and is a 1975
1.S.U. graduate in Fisheries and
Wildlife biology.
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SOUTHERN I0WA
NO-TILL SHOW

WHEN: Saturday, February 1, 1986

WHERE: Southwest Community College

WHAT TIME: 8:00 - 9:00, View Commercial
Exhibits

9.:00 - 2:30: Program - major topics or discus-
sion; Soil compaction, fertilizer placement,

eco '
Doyce V. Miller conomics, farmer panel.

Doyce V. Miller, son of
Charles and Nellie Miller, was
born at Menlo, in Guthrie
County, lowa on August 23,
1905 and passed away at the
Clarke County Hospital in
Osceola, lowa on January 12,
1986 at the age of 80 years, four
months and 19 days.

He received his education in
the Menlo schools and the early
years of his life were spent on
the wheat farms in the Dakotas
and Nehraska.

On August 1, 1929, he was !
married to Doris Heldt at
Shenandoah and three children
were born to this union,

“Dutch’’ as he was known to
his friends, moved with his
wife, Doris to his present farm
in Clarke County in 1944 from
Memphis, Nebraska. Since that
time. he has operated the farm
as a farmer and a purebred
Angus cattleman.

“‘Dutch’’ spent his entire
lifetime serving in areas for the
betterment of the community.
He was a soil conservation
commissioner, both District
and State offices for the past 25
years. He served in leadership
positions in 4-H for the past 25
years - active in Farm Bureaun
work for the past 15 years - &
member of the Board of
Directors at Clarke County
State Bank for 25 years - served
on the local election board for
39 years - received the [owa
Master Farmer Award and
Skelly Agricultural Achieve-
ment Award - was President of
the R.C. & D. Rural Water
Board and organized the First
Rural Water District in Clarke
County. He was affiliated with
the First Christian Church in
Osceola, lowa. :

He was preceded in death by
his parents, his wife, Doris in
1972 and four brothers.

He leaves to cherish his
memory: son, Lyle Miller and
wife. Shirley of Osceola; son,
Jack Miller of Creston; daugh-
ter. Lorna LeRoy and husband,
Glenn of Madison, Kansas; six
grandchildren; four great
grandchildren; two sisters,
Lena Earls of Florida and Ruth
Miller of Washington, D.C., as
well as other relatives and a
host of friends.

Funeral services were held
Wednesday, January 15, 1986
at Kale 'Funeral Home in
Osceola, lowa. Rev. Neville
Clayton of Osceola officiated at
the service. Burial was in the
Maple Hill Cemetery at Osce-
In.

SAVING OUR SOIL IS IMPORTANT
— PLAN TO ATTEND —
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Hear Plan to Implement

Conservation Program

Implementation of an en-
vironmental awareness pro-
gram in the Clarke Schools was
one of the first order of
husiness at the Monday night,
January 27 meeting of the
Clarke Community School
Board. The regular meeting
was held in the lunchroom of
the East Elementary building
with all Board members pres-
ent

Clarke County Conservation
Board Director John Klein met
with Board members to de-
scribe the present program as
it exists in the school system on
a volunteer basis. A great deal
of attention has been brought
to conservation projects within
the county and he has worked
closely with both Clarke and
Murray schools

Klein presented a program
that would further draw aiten-
tion to all phases of conserva-
tion and proposed a program
that would involve a part-time
conservationist to work with
instructors. His program called
for an overall expenditure
of $7.000 with funding to come
from a $2,000 Soil Conservation
Board and Interseeder Man-
agement Committee grant;
$2.600 from the Conservation
Board and the final $2 500 to
come from the Clarke and
Murray school districts with
$2,000 from Clarke and $500
from Murray

Discussion was held concern-
ing possible funding with
Superintendent Robert siddens
stating that perhapa the money
might be available fro.» AEA.
No action was taken on the
proposal until further informa-
tion comes from AEA if such
money can be used for the
project

In other action the Hnﬂrd
approved minutes from the
previous meeting and the spec-
ial meeting held in the high
school media session Friday,
January 17

Minutes of the January 17
session  show that School
Attorney John Lloyd reported
on the outcome of the lawsuit

imtiated by the Board of
Education on Board Policy
S5 Sttoenarv T lawd ok o

the judge found the policy
ambiguous and it should be
construed as being against the
School District. Therefore the
Board was ordered to tender a
three-year contract effective
July 1, 1985 to Robert Siddens

Aitorney Llovd recommend-
ed filing an appeal in the hopes
that the Board stood a good
chance of having the decision
reversed

Following a closed session
the Board voted unanimously
to have Attorney Llovd to file
an appeal to the State Supreme
Court

Superintendent Siddens re-
ported the budget hearing has
been set for Monday, February
24. He stated thet it has been
reported to him from county
officials that there will be
approximately $10 million less
property valuation in Clarke
County for the coming vear and
that as such, there will probab-
ly be a zero percent growth for
the year in school funding. At
the present time he felt there

might be a £148,000 short fall

and a possibility of staff
reductions
East Elementary School

Principal Bill Young presented
two options to the Board
concerning an anticipated in-
crease enrollment at elemen-
tary level and the manner in
which the increases might be

handled

The first option called for all
sixth prade students living
within the boundries of the
district to attend classes at the
Naorth Elementary building.
Rationale for the proposal was
based on the fact that the cost
of one teacher could be reduc-
ed; the existing classroom at
the Weldon attendance center
would then become available
for art and music; and that the
special education load for the
principal at Weldon would have
more time for supervision. The
consideration would be
favorable for the District

COist

The second option would call
for all fourth, fifth, and sixth
prade students Eit'ing within
the Clarke School District to
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Crop Clinic Scheduled

Febr. 25 in Clarke County

neaucing crop  cost inputs
it lowering potential crop

vieclds, will he the theme for

WiLhoi

. crop climic, Tues-
Foebruary 2o at the 4-H
puding in Osceonla according,
' Al [ Ularke County
Extension Director I-'_-..rr}--rn;
concerned about the cost. of
relting in a ¢rop and we are
goung o share some wavs to
Keep those costs at a mini-
mum,” " savs Teal

I'he program will be present
et by state and area agronomy
speciahists. Dave Foster, |.S.U
Extension entaomologist, will
discuss the use of integrated
management to reduce

and vields
Weed control specialist,
Laenrge Czapar, will talk about
10w Lo best spend limited weed

control dollars

Doyl

consl imerease

reducing rates
ind substituting of herbicides.
DENAdINE vs

broadcasting, and
W many weeds are too many

-~ Y
T aArr o

Soil specialist, H*'L’{;_’;r Voss

will discuss how to best use

'!|=f|1h'1]' fr_lrn”:.'-'-r d-'-||":i.r~. are

st tests worth the monev, and
the mmportance of fertilizer
placement. Stan Murdock. area
arrongmist, will discuss law o
nn cost management
that can reduce crap
rotation effects, and alternative
I']'HI'I'-»

The 1986 Farm Program will
be discussed by ASCS director
Bart Griffith, and Dennis
Thomas, area Extension man-
apement specialist, will discuss
some of the economic implica-
of the 1986 Farm Pro
Keith Edwards, of the
S0il Conservation Service. and
District Forester. Randy
Goerndt, will discuss some 5011
saving applications for conser-
vallon reserve program acres

Commercial exhibits by local
ap chemical and fertilizor deal
ers will be available and lunch
will be provided. The program
starts at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday.
Febroary 25

practices

Ccosls.

tions

Bram

No-Till Payments to

Be Made Locally

lowa Financial Incentive Pro-

gram  funds are

available

tl1|muu!: the Clarke County Soil
Conservation District office for

no-till pl
for
ACres
Pavyment

Herg

Interested

Pkt parties
_.n]'l 3y the local S{‘aﬂ

bion District office FECﬁHS'E'Wﬂ'
Main Street Osceola, for infor-
mation on eligibility,
tons received by Mare
be considered at the

OA North

anting. Consideration
Approvals will be up to 40

pPer applicant

and the

rate will be $10 per

should
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Conservation Questions to
Be Answered at Meet

Farmers considering the new
Conservation Reserve Program
can receive information about
program details at a meeting to
be held March 11 at 1:30 p.m.
at the 4-H Building in Osceola
Bart Griffith, ASCS county
executive director, and Keith
Edwards, SCS district conser-
vationist, will present details of
the program and answer ques-
tions.

The CRP 1s part of the 1985
farm bill, and is designed to
eventually remove up to 40 to
45 million acres of the nation's
highly erodible land from culti-
vation for a decade or more. In
lowa, about 6.6 million acres
are eligible for the program,

Besides helping control soil
erosion, program goals include
helping adjust production of
some agricultural commodities
currently in surplus, helping
improve water' quality and
providing better habitat for fish
and wildlife,

Under the program, farmers
with eligible acreage can sign a
contract with USDA to with-

X . J.na
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draw such land from produc-
tion for 10 years and put it into
perennial grass, wildlife plant-
ings, windbreaks or trees. To
be considered for the program,
farmers submit ‘‘hids’’ to local
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service offices to
establish the annual payment
for which they would be willing
to idle acreage under the
Program

The CRP provides for ASCS
cost-share assistance in estab-
lishing the permanent conser-
vation practices. This cost-
share assistance is in addition
to the annual contract pay-
ment.

Signup for the 1986 crop vear
will be March 6 to 14 at local
ASCS offices. During this
period, farmers will submit
bids for participation in the
program beginning this year,
Following the signup period,
ASCS officials will determine if
a bid is accepted. Farmers with
successful bids will receive that
amount per acre each vear after
October 1 as payment, similar
to rent. Participants should be
aware that payment may be a
combination of cash or com-
modity certificates.

lowa State University Exten-
sion agronomist Steve Barn-
hart said most officials expect
wide interest in the details and
provisions of the CRP. ASCS
acreage contract goals are
lower for the 1986 crop vear
than for 1987, given that
farmers will have less than two
months to evaluate the pro-
gram for 1986, Signup for the
1637 crop year is expected
sometime this summeéer.

"“Owerall, the worksheet is
designed to establish a mini-
mum bid needed to offset the
net loss of income from removw-
ing the CRP acres from produc-
tion, Edwards said. "'The
worksheet also points out sey-
eral other considerations that

may affect the actual bid a
farmer submits.””

Ag Department Accepts Bids —

To Take Land from Production

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture accepted
bids from Clarke County land
owners and operators for the
Conservation Reserve Program
for 1986 covering B14 acres. An
additional 44 bids were reject-
od because they were above the
865 cut-off level. The total of 57
bids represented 4,132 acres of
eligible land.

Pegged by former Secretary
of Agriculture, John Block, as
the most significant part of the
Food Security Act of 1985, the
program is intended to he_ a
cost-effective erosion reduction
program with multiple second-
ary benefits including wildlife
enhancement, improved water
quality and increased com-
modity prices.

The current state of the farm
economy calls for a production
adjustment program to de-
crease supply and thereby
increase the prices received by
farmers. At the same time,
highly erodible cropland is
being farmed, thereby contrni-

buting to the nation's soil
erosion. The Conservation Re-
serve Program 1s a way to
achieve erosion control on
cropland over the long term
while immediately helping to

stablize farm income and the
overall farm economy
Successful bidders for 1986
will be compensated with an
annual rental payment, equal

to their bid, each fall for ten
consecutive years. Land that
was successfully bid in will
receive an established cover
which must be maintained for

the duration of the contract.
The local ASCS office will

cost share the vegelative estab-

lishment at a 50% rate of total

cost

Conservation reserve bids tentatively accepted

Tun number: Number ol farms
Bottom number. Number of acres
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Hay Ass’n Tells

Year’s Plans

The Southern lowa Green Hills
Hay Association (SIGHHA) an
nounced the results of their
“Bale Survev” taken at their an
nual meeting on March 11. One
thousand five hundred one tons
of hay were sold through March
11 at an average price of $60.40
per ton (that's about 100 semi
loads!)

The Hav Association was or-
ganized some 14 months ago
and has just kicked off their
1986 membership drive. With
the sponsorship of the Southern
lowa Ag Boosters, a second
membership in the National Hay
Association will be given to a
1986 SIGHHA member who
agreesto go tothe 1986 National
Hay Association Annual Meeting
in Florida. The purpose of his
going will be to promote South
ern lowa Green Hills Hay As-
sociation’s members hay. Steve
Wood, New Market. won the first
National Hay Association mem-
bership at the SIGHHA annual
meeting
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Lions,Conservationists Plan
Family Canoe Outings

'he Osceola Lions Clab, in
comunction with the Clarke Soil
Conservation District, is plan-
ning & series of canoe outings
for families this spring. These
outings will be educational in
pomting out the beauty of our
local rivers, and the problems
caused by soil erosion. In
addition, the trips are designed
to provide traditional recrea-
tion for families to interact
togrether

“Wa feel that in
families, particularly those
with both parents working,
there is just not enough time
for the family member to have
fun together., So we want to
provide an activity for family
participation. We hope to make
the trips fun, and educational,
and something unusual that the

so0me
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children in the familv can think
back on and see as a family
working a= a team, ' said Dave
Gorsline, Osceola Lions Club
President
Canoeing selected be-
mutual co-

was
cause it reqguires
operation  between  family
members to succeed. Paddlers
who don't work topether, don't
get very far. But once coopera-
tion and communication lines
are in place, the canoeing team
can tackle the obstacles and
situations that arise on the
river. At the end of the trip, the
families can share memories
and laughs, and take pride in
themselves as a working team

These outings are designed
for families, so at least one
parent, and up to two children
can po as a team. There are no
are limits. A hability
must be sigmed by everyone
Eight canoes are planned for
each trip, with a maximum of
three people in each canoe

Further details and sign-up
information will be released
SN

release

¢

.'j

Canoe Outings
Are Planned

The dates have been decided
for the first two of five family
canoeing outings planned by
the Osceola Lions Club and the
Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion Education Committee

Saturday, April 19, and
Saturday, April 26 will be the
first two Lrips will
meet at 12:30 p.m. at the
Osceoln Courthouse parking lot

Canoeists

‘and car pool to the river. Plans
are to be back in Osceola
around 6 p.m

These trips are free. The

trips will probably be on Grand
River, but the condition of the
water level may cause a change
of rivers at trip time. Eight
canoes with life jackets and
paddles will be provided.
These trips are designed for
family interaction. So it is open
primarily to parents with their
children, One both parents
may go, but no more than two

children can go with each
parent
There is no ape limit. but the

SpOnsors |,t|‘-.|'llllrdj_[4' I"‘ITIHHITIH
children under school age. All
canoeists must sign a hability
waiver for themselves and their
children

In addition to family interac-
tion, the trips will build family
bonds by providing adventure
type activilies that will be
memorable to both youth and
parents. The trips are also
designed to point out the
problems of soil erosion and
poor farming practices on our
water resources

To go on either of these two
trips, advance registration is
required. Reservations are first
come - first served,
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Offer Outings to

Conservationists

A conservation program for
high school students will be
held July 14 to 17, at the lowa
4-H Camping Center near
Madrid. The Youth Leadership
Conservation Program is a
state-wide program sponsored
by the County Conservation
Boards, Soil Conservation Dis-
tricts, and Cooperative Exten-
sion Service. Learning about
lIowa’'s natural resources, land-
use decisions, and conservation

careers are all a part of the
program. Students will be
actively involved in outdoor

sessions about forestry, wild-
life, soils, water, and leader-
ship

College scholarships will be
awarded based on leadership
skills and the results of a
written test given at the end of
the program

A maximum of 50 students
will be allowed to attend at a
cost of 855 each. High school
students interested in attend-
ing the Youth Conservation
Leadership Program should
contact one of the following
county offices by May 1 to
obtain further information
John Klein of the County
Conservation Board: Keith Ed-
wards of the Soil Conservation
District; or Alan Tee!l of the
Cooperative Extension office
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Mapping Soils in Clarke County —

To Be Completed this Year

Asghar Chowdhery, Soll Scie-
ntist, reported that mapping of
solls in Clarke County is about
three-fourths complete. Wea-
ther permitting, field work will
be completed by December 31,
1986. Xerox copies of the com-
pleted areas of individual farms
can be obtained from the Soil
Conservation Service district
office.

These soil maps show differ-
ent soil types, called mapping
units. These mapping units are
identified by symbol. For exam-
ple: 3648 - 364 signifies Grundy
soils and letter B shows steep-
ness of slope which is gently
sloping. So 3648 means gently
sloping Grundy soils. Another
example: 24E2 - 24 signifies
Shelby soils, E denotes 14 to 18
percent slopes (moderately
steep) and two denotes moder-
ately eroded.

These mapping units are se-
parated from each other on the
basis of important landscape
and soil profile characteristics.
Landscape is the lay of the land
and soil profile is vertical ex
posure of the soil with all the
layers (horizons) from surface
downward. There are three ma-
jor layers in the soil profile le,
the surface layer (A horizon),
subsoil soil (B horizon) and par-
ent material (C horizon).

Technicians study the im-
portant characteristics (pro-
perties) of each layer or horizon
which are important to plant
growth and other usues of soils
The main characteristics (pro-
perties) studied of each layer
(horizon) are:

1. Color; The color of the
surface layer generally relate
tothe amount of organic mat-
ter. The color of the subsoil is
an indicator of the air and
water relationships in the
soils, Well drained and moder-
ately well drained soils have
yvellowish brown or brown
mixed with streaks of grayish
brown colors. Poorly drained
soils have dark gray, olive gray
or bluish gray colors in their
subsoil

2. Texture: The propor-
tions of sand, silt and clay
particles in soil determine its
texture. Texture IS an im-
portant characteristic be-

cause it will determine water
intake rates, water storage in
the soil, the ease of tilling the
soil, the amount of aeration
(vital to root growth) and will
influence soll fertility

For example: Sandy soils
are easily tilled, have plenty of
aeration for good root growth,
water passes through rapidly
and takes nutrients with it
and also subject to droughti-
ness. High clay soils have very
small particles that fit tightly
together, having little open
pore space, which means
there is a little room for air
and water to move Into the
soils. This makes high clay
soils, difficult to till and dif-
ficult to drain.

3. Structure: It is the aggre-
gation of primary soll par-
ticles (ie, sand, silt and clay)
into compound particles
(clusters of particles) which
are separted from adjoining
aggregates by surfaces of
weakness, Structure s im-
portant because it deter-
mines the amount of pore
space between aggregates
and how easily plant rools
and moisture can penetrate
the soil and affects other
aspects of soil behavior under
crop management systems.

4. Consistence: Consistency
is tendency of soll to crumble
or stick together. Consistency
indicates how difficult it is to
keep the soil open and porous
under cultivation,

6. Reaction: Soll reaction Is
an indication of the acidity or
alkalinity of the soil and Is
measured in pH units. At pH
7. the soll reaction is neutral;
from pH 7 to 0, the soll is
increasingly acidic; from pH 7
to 14, the soll is increasingly
more alkaline. Soil pH Is avery
useful indicator of base status,
degree of weathering, amount
of leaching, avallability of
gome nutrients, and toxicity
to various plants. Soll reaction
is important in selecting crops
and other plants, in evaluating
soil amendments (liming) for
stabilization and fertility.

Landscape features such as
landscape position ie, upland
drainageways, terraces and
bottomlands and slope and

degrees of erosions are im-
portant characteristics®for
separating mapping units.

6. Slope: Steepness of slope
is measured on a percentage
scale and is ciassified into
slope groups. The percentage
scale tells how many feet the
elevation rises or falls per 100
feet of slope length, There are
seven slope groups: A) 0 to 2
percent - Nearly level, B) 2 to
b6 percent - Gently sloping; C)
5 to 9 percent - Moderately
sloping; D) 8 to 14 percent -
Strongly sloping; E) 14 to 1B
percent - Moderately steep; 4)
18 to 26 percent - Steep; G)
greater than 26 percent - Very
steep.

Slopes may be gentle or
steep, short or long and
smooth or variable. All of
these characteristics in-
fluence soil development, run-
off, erosion and land use but
only steepness is used as map-
ping unit differentiating
criteria

7. Soil erosion: Soil erosion
is the wearing away of the
land surface or detachment
and movement of soil or rock
fragments by water, wind, ice
or gravity

When people use land, they
usually disturb the vegetative
cover and thereby increases
the rate of erosion on sloping
lands. This induced erosion,
properly named as accele-
rated erosion, is what most
people mean when they speak
of erosion. Accelerated ero-
sion is deterimental because
it removes the black surface
soil and plant nutrients much
faster than the soil formation
processes replenishes them.,
The deterimental effects of
accelerated erosion are clas-
sified into erosion phases on
the basis of how severely they
restrict the use of the land.
These classes are; (&) un
eroded or slightly eroded —
land that has about same use
potential and management
needs as it had when the set-
tlers first began cultivating
the land. Surface layer 15
seven to 12 inches thick; (b)
moderately eroded — land
with use potential somewhat
impaired by erosion. The same
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use potentials are still avail-
able, but the intensity needs
to be reduced (few years ol
row crops); (c) severely
eroded — land with use po-
tential significantly reduced
by erosion so that some
choices are eliminated, as for
example, land that was form-
erly suited to row crops, is
now best suited to close grow-
ing crops or sod-based crops.
The surface layer is mostly
subsoll material which is high
in clay, difficult to till and has
low fertility and poor tiith

Farm production depends
largely on fitting soil manage-
ment practices to the soll pro-
perties as accurately as possible.

A soll survey can help you
determine how Intensively you
can use soil without damage. It
also helps in determining what
conservation measures Aare
needed to control erosion and to
maintain or to increase the pro-
ductivity of your farm.

SURVEY PROGRESS MAP
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Area Outdoorsmen Enjoy
Scenic Grand River Canoe Trip

Eighty-three year old Eldon
Allen enjoyed it. Two year old
Jamiel Shields was fascinated
Seventeen people of ages be-
tween two and 83 also had a
day of adventure and fun last
Saturday on the water

These 19 people participated
in the first of five canoe trips
that are planned for this
summer, This trip was on the
Grand River in southeast Union
County.

Water levels ranged from 18
inches to four feet in the river
A good current kept the canoes
moving well.

There were two portages
around log jams during the
three and one-half hour trip
Also a number of tight places
for the canoes to squédeze
through. Just before the end of
the trip, a fallen log hung
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LOOK AT "EM: County Conservationist John
Klein brought the canoes to the Sentinel-Tri-
bune office the other day for a picture and to
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ahove the river just at neck
level for the canoeists. They all
'‘limboed’” backward to slide
under

The second river canoe trip
will also be on the Grand River,
and it will put in where this trip
ended. This second trip will be
this Saturday, and will leave
Union County, cross the tip of
Ringgold County, and end in
Decatur County at the 'Casey-
ville Bridge'' north of Wester-
ville

Like the first trip, this trip
will also be free to families. It is
sponsored by the Osceola Lions
Club and the Clarke Soil
Conservation District Educa-
tion Committee. Sign-ups for
the eight available canoes are
full. However, if anyone wants
to join in the trip, and has their

own canoe, they are welcome to
come along. The group will
leave Osceola at 12:30 on
Saturday and car pool to the
river

The 19 people that attended
the first Grand River trip last
Saturday were Eldon Allen;
Ronny Shields; John and Holly
Klein; Richard, Sandi, Mark
and Kathy Mandell; Steve,
Carmen, Robin, Luke and
Amber Moore; Mike, Sondra,
Josh, Caleb and Jamiel
Shields; and Mary Ann
Shields

There are eight canoes avail-
able for these trips, with a
maximum of up to 24 people.
Although two year old Jamiel
went on this last trip, young-
sters below school age are not
recommended

whet the appetites of those who would like to
take a canoe trip. Those interested should
contact John for the upcoming canoe ride.
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Slate Second Sign-up for
For Conservation Program

A second sign-up and bid-
ding period will be held for
USDA's Conservation Reserve
Program. Applicants may bid
to enter the program for éi[her
1986 or 1987. Bids may be
submitted at the Clarke County
ASCS office between May 5-16.

Procedure will be similar to
the March Sign-up period:
producers will submit bids on
the amount of money they will
accept to retire highly erodible
cropland to grass or trees for
ten years. A 50 percent cost
share payment is offered to
successful bidders to establish
conservation cover on offered
land

Landowners eéntering the
1986  program must comply
from the time the ASC cnuntir

~~

i

committee signs the contract in
order to receive the first
payment in October 1986

If landowners choose to enter
the 1987 program, the contract
becomes effective the later of
October 1, or the date the 1986
crop i1s harvested. The first
annual rental payment would
be made in October 1987

New landowners, since Jan-
uary 1, 1985, will be required to
appeal to the County ASC
Committee to prove they did
not purchase land solely for the
purpose of placing land in the
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram.

The Clarke County Soil Con-
servation Service will make a
determination of eligibility
based on land classification and
ernzion factors,

Interested parties may check
with local USDA agency offices
for more details: ASCS for
contract rules; SCS for erosion
rates; and Extension for bid-
ding rationale,
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Canoeists Find Meaning

Of Term 'Portageing’

Logs, logs and more logs
were the obstacles on last
Saturday’'s Lions Club Grand
River Canoe Trip. Sunken-logs,
overhanging logs and total
river blocking logs kept the trip
exciting because the family
canoeists never knew what to
expect around the next bend.

Most logs wouldn't block the
entire river and the nine canoes
that went on this trip could
glide around or over. Twice the
canoeists had to literally go
through the branches of fallen
trees. Some logs were barely
under the water and the canoes
had to slide over. On two
occasions, the 22 people on this
trip had to portage around
entire logjams.

But there were no com-
plaints. The logs were a
beautiful part of this winding
scenic stream, and if they
provided a natural obstacle
course, then they were to be
enjoyed as well.

While there were occasional
deep spots on the river, the
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average depth was around two
feet. The water had dropped
almost a foot since the first
canoe trip Saturday, April 19.

The oldest canoeist was
again 83-year old Eldon Allen
who shared a canoe with his
grandson, Adam Coppock, age
11. The 20 other people were
Gene and Jaime Cook, Mike,
Cathy and Allison Wignall, Ben
and Barbra Bussman, Bud and
Scotty Hook, Willow Ross,
Richard, Sandi, Mark and
Cathy Mandell, John, Holly
and Hans Klein, and finally,
Norma, Toshia and Tonya
Baker.

This was the second of five
planned river canoe trips spon-
sored by the Osceola Lions
Club and the Education Com-
mittee of the Clarke Soil
Conservation District. Canoe
rentals for these trips are
provided through a grant to
develop family interaction and
outdoor education. Dates for
future trips will be announced
s00n
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Three-Day Canoe Trip,
Campout Is Scheduled

The third in the series of
canoe trips this spring will be a
campout as well. This trip will
be Friday through Sunday,
May 16, 17 and 18. The group
will travel to-lowa's most scenic
river, the Upper lowa River in
Winneshiek County near De-
corah. This river is the only
Iowa river on the National
Scenic Waterway list. High
cliffs and bluffs tower over this
river and provide excellent
SCenery.

Because of the travel time
involved, the participants on
this trip will leave Friday late
afternoon, May 16. Plans are to
camp both Friday and Saturday
nights near Bluffton on the
river. Saturday the canoeists
will travel upstream to Ken-
dallyille and canoe back to
Bluffton, eating lunch along

—

the way, This trip will take
about six hours, After camping
Saturday night, canoeists may
take a short canoce trip in the
morning, or may take a short
sight-seeing tour of some of the
northeast lowa sights

This trip is sponsored by the
Osceola Lions Club and the
Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion Education Committee. It is
designed to create positive
family interaction and teach
adults and children about their
environment. Travel will be by
car pooling of participants.
Food costs and camping ex-
penses will be shared by the
group.

Anyone interested in joining
in on this trip should contact
John Klein at the Clarke
County Conservation Board
office as soon as possible
Space is limited and reserva-
tions are required. There 1s no
age limit, but youngsters under
school age are generally not
long term canoeists

In case of threatéping rain
that weekend, the trip will be
rescheduled for a later date
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Canoeists Ready for

NE lowa Camping Trip

Canoes are ready and the
camping gear is coming out.
Final plans for camping and
canoeing in northeast lowa are
being made this week. On
Friday evening. Osceola area
residents will travel to the
small town of Bluffton on the
Upper lowa River in Winne-
sheik County. As the name
implies, Bluffton is adjacent to

(eecote

the river and across from high
river bluffs

This trip is the third of five
family canoeing trips. These
trips are sponsored by the
Osceola Lions Club and the
Clarke Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Education Committee,

While the other trips will be
on local rivers, this weekend,
[owa's most scenic river was
selected. Because of the travel
time, the group will go up
Friday evening and return
Sunday afternoon. The families
will camp out Friday and
Saturday nights,

Partial funding for this and
the other four trips comes from
a state pgrant titled '‘How to
Paddle your Children''. The
grant is to encourage family
participation and provide qual-
ity outdoor education exper-
IeNnces.

Anyone interested in going
on this trip should contact John
Klein at the Clarke County
Conservation Board office for
last minute sign-up.
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Canoe Quting
s Delayed

Miserable rainy weather
forced the Upper lowa River
Canoe Outing that was plan-
ned for last weekend to be
delaved one week. Now the
group of 25 Clarke Area people
plan to leave this Friday at 6
p.m. from the courthouse park-
ing lot in Osceola,

The group will make the trip
to northeast Iowa Friday night
and camp out both Friday and
Saturday. Members of the
group will car pool to save on
travel expenses. Plans are to
canoe from Kendallville to
Bluffton on Saturday. Further
canoeing on Sunday will be up
to the group.

[his trip is designed for
families and building family
experiences. It is the third of
five trips being sponsored by
the Osceola Lions Club and the
Clarke Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Education Committee.
Partial funding for the trips
comes from a grant entitled
“How to Paddle Your Chil-

dren’’. Besides building family -

bonds, the trips provide a good
learning experience about soil
erosion and farming practices.

“The Upper lowa River will
provide a good example for
comparisons in erosion, soil
formation, and farming with
our local Grand River. The
Upper lowa has much more
rock in the river, including the
rock bluffs. There are also cold
water trout streams flowing
directly into the river. I think it
will be an excellent environ-
mental education experience’’
said John Klein
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Upper lowa Canoeists

All reports back from the 15
people who went on the Upper
lowa River Canoe Trip this past
weekend said it was great.
There were eight adults and
seven youth on the trip. The
water was clear with a rock
bottom.

“No mud, just rocks, and
fast water'' was how seven
yoar old Joshua Shields de-
scribed it. Limestone bluffs
towered in vertical cliffs over
the river. Some of these bluffs
left standing chimney like
columns that stood hundreds of
feet tall, So besides canoeing,
the youngsters enjoyed rock
climbing and swimming in the
cold water

Mike Shields and John Klein
crawled over 50 feet back into
the bluff along the narrow rock
crack. In that space, the cave
changed angle twice, so it was
pitch black. They had a flash-
light that was low on batteries.
“The cave went on, but the
flashlight and myv nerves were
giving out. I didn't want to get
stuck in there. We found many
animal bones, and [ didn’t want
to corner a big coon with me
blaocking his exit. Next time
maybe we will go further
because we were certainly not
at the end.”" said John Klein.

Another feature of the trip
was crossing 4 185 foot suspen-
sion bridge that hung 30 feet
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Enjoy Weekend Trip

CANOE TRIP: This picture shows part of the group canoeing on
Grand River Monday, April 19. The picture was taken at Paul
and Helen Selsor's farm at a spot known as Reynold's Ford.
Deloris Moran snepped the picture.

above the river. The group
camped Friday and Saturday
nights and returned Sunday
They toured Fort Atkinson
State Preserve on the way
home.

The trip was sponsored by
the Osceola Lions Club and the
Education Committee of the
Clarke Soil Conservation Dis-
trict. It was the third of five
river canoe trips planned for
this summer,
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Oldest on this trip was B3
vear nld Eldon Allen of Osce-
ola. The youngest was five year
old Caleb Shields of Grand
River. The others were: Gene
and Jamie Cook, Matt Jackson,
Brion Wolfe, John Neeley and
Jennifer Arndt, all of Osceola.
Also in the group were Mike,
Joshua, and Mary Ann Shields
of Grand River, Arin and Jerry
MecBroom of Weldon, and John
and Holly Klein of Woodburn.
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INSPECT HAY: Lynn George, a member of the Extension Director Alan Teel. Both are

Southern lowa Greenhills Hay Association,
inspects his hay crop with Clarke County

promoting hay in the county as a way to farm the
ground profitably.

Local Hay Association to Attend

First State Hay Exposition, July 2

The first statewide exposi-
tion devoted to hay and forage
production and marketing will
be held Wednesday, July 2,
near the town of Alleman in
central lowa. The one-day
event is co-sponsored by the
lowa Forage and Grassland
Council, Towa State University
Extension Service and Wal-
laces Farmer magazine.

The Hay Expo is an excellent
opportunity for those interest-
ed in hay, pasture or forages to
see everything from seeds and
seeding techniques to the
finished bale in one location
Commercial  exhibits will
feature the lastest equipment
in  harvesting and feeding,
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alfalfa and grass seeds, pesti-
rides, preservatives and other
products. Educational exhibits
include a program by ISU
extension and research forage
specialists

ISU agronomists will talk
about various aspects of hay
production and management to
produce top vyields of high
quality forage. ISU entomolo-
gists and plant pathologists will
talk about trouble shooting and
control of pest and disease
problems. An ISU ruminant
nutritionist will discuss forage
sampling, testing and feeding
and will answer questions from
farmers ISU's  alternative
crops research effort will also
be discussed and available to
view as part of the tour of the
field plots

Representatives of [owa's six
rerional Hay Producer/Mar-
keting Associations will be on
hand to answer questions and
provide practical information
based on their experience in
making hay and forage a more
profitable crop. For example,
one hay association will pive
several demonstrations during
the day showing how they
visually ‘‘grade’’ or evaluate
their members’ hay, and ex-
plain the importance of quality
from a marketing standpoint
Hay association people will also
share ideas on how they solve
transportation=problems, how
they decide how much their hay
is worth, as well as cutting
management and use of preser-
vatives and drying agents.

The Soil Conservation Ser-
vice will have an expert to
answer questions about warm
and cool season pasture prass

management, and the lowa
Department of Soil Conserva-
tion will have useful informa-
tion on using forages for soil
conservation purposes, A hay
marketing specialist from the
lowa Department of Agricul-
ture will explain that agency's
programs available to help
farmers do a better job of
marketing hay. How hay prices
are gathered and reported in
lowa will also be explained.

Expo hours are from 8:30
am. to 4:30 pm. with the
morning hours open for visiting
the booths and displays and for
listening to speakers. Starting
at 1:00 p.m., field demonstra-
tions will highlight the after-
noon, including mower-condi-
tioners, tedders, rakes, balers,
and chopping oatlage.

Food and drink will be
available. The event will be
held rain or shine. If it rains,
plans have been made to move
exhibits and equipment in-
doors. The Hﬂ_"-' F,I{}I'L will be
held on the Holland, Twedt,

and Stall farms at Alleman. |

lowa, which is halfway between
Ames and Des Moines. The
site is located just east of
Alleman along NE 142nd
Avenue, You can turn east
from US 69 at Alleman, or turn
west from 1-35 onto NE 142nd
Avenue

(Clarke County is a member
of the Southern Inwa Greenhills
Hay Association with board
members— Chuck Busse, Lynn
George, Larry  Fitzpatrick,
Richard Barr, Edith Brown,
Jack Callison, John Camp, Bob
Cooley, Victoria - Denman,
Ernie Hoeck, Darrell Mateer
and Tom Samuelson.

~ Second Sign-up

Adds Acres
To Program

Clarke County farmers have
volunteered 3348 additional
acres of highly erodible farm-
land for entry into USDA"s new
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram. The first sign-up penod
was conducted March 3
through 14, during which 814
acres were pledged.

The program commits farm-
ers to stop growing crops on
such acreage and plant it to
grass or trees through 10 year
contracts with the USDA.

Thirty farmers have submit-
ted bids stating the rental
payment they would accept to
convert highly erodible crop-
land to permanent vegetative
cover. Thirteen additional bids
were rejected, being above the
$70 per acre accepted level.

Participants also will receive
50 percent of eligible costs of
establishing grass or trees on
the acreage placed in the
reserve

Funding by the Food Secur-
ity Act of 1985, gives farmers
an incentive to participate early
in the five year bid period. Only
the first two years expenditures
were approved, (1986-1987)
Remalning years (1988 through
1990), are dependent on new
appropriations or Commodity
Credit Corporation surplus
funds.

Annual rental payments will
not be affected by any federal
budget cuts, nor will it be
adjusted for :_'nHl-nf-Ei".'ing
changes, The Secretary of
Agriculture by discretion, may
make rental payments each fall
by cash of PIK Certificates

Those desiring further infor-
mation should contact Clarke
County ASCS, D. Bart Griffith.
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Clarke Countians, barely
keeping their heads above water,
suffered another deluge late Sun-
day night and early Monday
morning. This one, however, was
accompanied by hail and tor-
nado-force winds in some areas
of the county.

The result was downed power
lines, uprooted trees, damaged
buildings and farm fields that
looked as though a mulcher had
gone through. County streams
again flooded adjacent lowlands
as super-saturated soil simply
could not absorb any more
moisture,

As often is the case in summer
storms in Jowa, this one
devastated some areas, touched
others only moderately and skip-
ped some altogether. The city of
Osceola fell into the middle
category with some tree damage,
minor building damage, and elec-
trical service interruptions

reported.

A mile-wide swath in the south
part of the county, however, was
bombarded by two-inch
hailstones that scythed corn from
tall-standing tassled specimens
to six-inch high stubble. Motor
vehicles suffered pounding by the
hail that dented exteriors and
smashed out windshields and
windows. Homes also reported
windows smashed out by hail and
siding dented.

Iowa Southern Utilities
manager Robert Toland said that
repair crews from Leon and
Creston assisted the Osceola
crew all night Sunday and during
Monday. Hardest hit in the ISU
service area was a section seven
miles west of Osceola where
three poles were downed and two
more completely snapped off.
Falling tree limbs and trees hit
lines in the Murray area and in-
terrupted service there. But all
service to ISU customers was
restored by 5:15 a.m. Monday,
Toland said.

Richard Cline, line superinten-
dent for Clarke Electric Co-op,
said REC crews also worked

' throughout the night Sunday with

five members of the Humeston
crew helping out. Cline said a
total of 10 poles was lost by storm
action. Repair crews worked in
the Murray area, north of Weldon
and west of Leroy and by 3 p.m.
Monday had service restored to
most co-op members.

Although power interruptions
inconvenienced home-owners,
the storm's effect on Clarke

AFTERMATH: This Clarke County cornfield,
which Sunday held promise of a bountiful harvest,

Savage Storm Lashes
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stubble.

looked this way Monday afternoon, following the

County farmers was catastrophic
in some instances. Alan Teel,
Clarke County Extension direc-
tor, said the storm left the most
extensive damage in its wake of

any storm in the 12 years he has
lived in the county. Worst aspect
was the wide area covered.
Farmers hit by the hail and
wind did not lose just a part of

destructive storm which reduced the field to mere

b - i

See map of storm path on page 6.

cropped area, but lost a major
part and in some instances the
total crop. Teel estimated that 25
percent of the county’s cropland
was affected by the storm with a

significant percentage of crops
totally destroyed.

The storm followed a path
roughly northwest to southeast,
through Murray, southwest of
Osceola and on toward Weldon
and Leroy. Teel drove over af-
fected areas Monday and said the
worst hit was an area six miles
south and one and one-half miles
east of Osceola where cornfields
were literally leveled; stalks that
had been more than waist high
are now no more than three to
four inch stubs.,

Homes in this area reported
smashed windows, missing
shingles, dented siding, with
glass and leaves imbedded in in-
terior walls, ceilings and car-

Some Difference

What a difference a year
makes!

Last July most Clarke Coun-
tians were praying for rain.

This year they are praying the
rains stop.

During the first two weeks of
July nearly nine inches of rain
have fallen at the Sentinel’s unof-
ficial weather station—8.8. That's
almost a fourth of the normal
precipitation for the entire year.

Compare that 8.8 with the 2.5
inches recorded during the first
two weeks of July last year and
it's easy to see why farmers can-
not get into the fields and why the
landscape is brilliant green,

Clarke County

peting. Many outbuildings in the
storm path suffered varying
amounts of damage

But as costly as the physical
damage wreaked by the storm
was, even more important to
area farmers |s the financial loss
they will almost certainly suffer.
Teel said that crop damage
estimates will probably total
$8.5 millions. Teel said some
operators, already buffeted by ef-
fects of the farm crisis, may find
it impossible to overcome the loss
of crops so badly needed to shore
up finances.

Some indication of the
widespread damage of the storm
comes from Duane Yount of
Yount Wallpaper and Paint In
Osceola, who said that he
replaced approximately 50 win-
dows on the north sides of homes
and buildings in an area south
and west of Osceola to Lacelle
Road. Yount worked till late
Monday evening, then moved into
the Murray area on Tuesday. He
reported that some houses had
leaves, chewed up by hail and
blown by wind, plastered against
their sides; houses with older
wood siding, he said, appeared
riddled by hail pock marks.

Among Osceola firms vic-
timized by the storm were Mc-
Donalds, where extensive sign
damage was reported, and radio
KJJC, which was knocked off the
air for eight hours.

But with all the widespread
damage, there were no personal
injury reports, for which county
residents can be thankful.
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Soil Survey in Clarke
County Now Underway

The Clarke County Soil Sur-
vey Comprehensive Field Re-
View 15 NOow n prni.:ﬂ-'w,
August 11 through 14 Monday

afternoon and Tuesday maorm-
ing were spent In the field. The
remaining time nas been
scheduled in the Soil Survey
office. reviewing the le rend,
manuscript, and other areas re-
lated to the Soil Survey. Repre-
sentatives of USDA and other
cooperating agencies Are nt-
tending this review
Soils Correlator, Dick Base
represents the SCS Mid-
western National Technical
Center located in Lincoin,
Nebraska. Assistant State Soil
Seientist, Doug Oelmann re-
presents the lown SCS State
Office: Professor of Agronomy,
Dr. Tom Fenton represents
lowa State University; Area
Conservationist, Erwin Aust
represents the SCS Area Office
at Shenandoah; District Con-
servationist, Keith Edwards re-
presents the SCS Osceols Field
Office: Extension Director Alan
Teel represents the Clarke
County Extension Service; and
Soil Scientists, Asghar Chowd-
hery and Steve Emst represent
the Clarke County Seil Survey
land management and pro-
ductivity, recreational develop-
ment, engineering properties
and classifications, soil and
water features, sanitary facil-
ities. building site develop-
ment. construction materials,
and surface water manage-
ment.
The Soil Survey is more than
80 percent complete; soil map-
ping is expected to be finished
Ly the end of September Each
anil type has been described
and interpreted for its use and
management, and a first draft
of the manuscript has been
compiled. The Advance Report
of the Clarke County Soil
Suryey should be available for
public use by the spring of
1987: and the final publication
is expected in two or three
years.
Copies of the Advance Re-
port will be available at the SCS
L] [ -
N .= office stall at those 1ens
tions will provide asslstAnce Ln
using this preliminary report
Lo anyano who roguoesis L. This
roport will contain deotmilod soil
‘-":1-1"1-:;:1:::.- nF- I.Il-r-‘ :-uru-.: X ;‘tqu':l._\i
midd interpreiations off oemch =0l
tvpo for various uUsen It will
alpo contein a gonoral woll meag
and o brief duscription of sach
soil nasociation, s solls legend,
tho acrenge and extont of vach

woil type and the identificotion
of prime farmland

Fach sail type has beesn ritiod
for m variety of land uses; thane
il LAFiEE S e based on the limita
tions and restrictive fonturoen 1
anch soil type. Soiln are rontod

for tho following umos; wiosid

It is expected that farmers
and those who work with
farmers: foresters, game man-
agers, and sportsmen; engi-
neers and builders; land use
planners and other government
agents: local merchants and in-
dustrial planners; and future
land users will find these soil
interpretations a valuable tool
for making land use decisions
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To Elect Two District

Soil Commissioners

The terms of two Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Commissioners expire in
1988, Successors will be elec-
ted at the general election to be
held November 4, 1986. Terms
of Richard Carson, Jackson
Township, and E. John Camp,
Fremont Township, will expire.
Individuals elected to fill these
vacancies will serve a six year
term commencing January 2,
1987,

Any qualified elector resid-
ing in the soil conservation
district, which is all of Clarke
County including cities and
towns, is eligible for (he office
of commissioner, except that
no more than one commis-

sioner may be a resident of any
one township

incumbent commissioners
are Adrian T. Fuller, Osceola
Township; Edwin G. Ratashak,
Jr.. Ward Township; and Terry
L. Boles, Doyle Township;
therefore, residents of these
townships would not be eligible
for office at this time.

Prospective candidates seek-
ing the office of soil conserva-
tion district commissioner must
file nomination petitions in the
same manner as for other
elective positions at the general
election, except that no politi-
cal party is designated. Nom-
ination petitions can be ob-
tained from County Auditor
Emil Rinderspacher

These petitions, signed by 25
eligible electors, must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Clarke County courthouse no
later than 5 p.m. September
10.

Soil Conservation district
commissioners serve without
salary and guide the overall soil
and water conservation pro-
gram in the county. Those
desiring further information
pertaining to the responsibil-
ities of a commissioner may
contact the Clarke County Soil
Conservation District office,
&'Eluﬂ North Main Street, Osce-
ola.
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Two Seats Open
For SCD Post

The terms of two Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Commissioners expire this
year. Individuals interested in
seeking the office of soil con-
servation district commissioner
are reminded to pick up nomin-
ation petitions from the County
Auditor. These petitions must
be filed with the County Audi-
tor at the Clarke County court-
house no later than 5 p.m.
September 10.

For further information per-
taining to the responsibilities of
& commissioner, interested
parties should contact the
Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion District office, 820A North
Main Street, Osceola,

Plan Two Canoe Outings
For Area Sportsmen

Two canoe outings are being
planned in the near future that
are open to the public to enjoy.

On Wednesday, September
17, a canoeing safety and be-
ginning instruction class will be
held at East Lake County Park,
one mile east of Osceola on
Highway 34. The class will
begin at 6:30 p.m. Everyone
will have a chance to discuss

K;;-:i-"f_.{,ﬁ'{'ir Jﬁ"/;_m{éf - -.}/?,1,:#1—45-,-\_&?_ R
,‘(Z'/ﬁ ?:_nu‘.{?{ . 5{ /;}‘}V({

safe and proper handling of a
canoe, and they will get a
chance to (ry canoeing on East
Lake.

After sunset, canoeing films
and shared experiences ‘will be
held indoors. The evening of
canoeing is free and open to all
ages. This program is provided
by the Conservation Awareness
Project in Clarke County. All
residents of Clarke and sur-
rounding counties are encour-
aged to attend.

The second canoe outing is a

scenic fall cance trip to the
Upper lowa River on October
10 through 12. Plans are to
leave Osceola after work on
Friday, October 10, and car
pool to Kendallville in extreme
northeast lowa near Decorah.
The group will camp Friday
and Saturday nights there, Sat-
urday is canoe day with most of
the day spent floating the scen-
ic river. The Upper lowa is the
state’s most scenic stream with
tall towering limestone bluffs,
native pine trees, natural caves
and springs and beautiful tim-
ber. Sunday will be sightseeing
day in that area. The group will
see a natural ice cave, cold
springs flowing out of rock
walls and a state trout hatch-
ery. The group will return
home Sunday afternoon.

This trip is sponsored by the
Osceola Lions Club and the
Clarke Soil Conservation Dis.-
trict Education Committee,

Sign-up is required in ad-
vance Lo reserve a spot on this
trip and entire families are
encouraged to go. Interested
parties may contact John Klein
for more information,

Both of these cance outings
will provide recreation and ex-
perience to the outdoors people
in these last remaining days of
nice weather.

Canoe Trip
Announced

The sixth and final canoe trip
of the season will be leaving
Clarke County this weekend.

Nine canoes holding 28
adults and youth will travel to
the Upper lowa River to camp
at Kendallville after work Fri-
day night.

After a brisk October night,
the group will canoe Saturday
on the most scenic river in the
state.

Besides canoeing, the group
plans to go caving, rock climb-
ing and touring springs that
pour directly out of rock walls.

This trip is the sixth public
canoe outting to be held this
year, The trips have been or-
ganized by the Osceola Lions
Club and the education com-
mittee of the Clarke Soil Con-
servation District. Canoes

come from the Clarke County
Conservation Board. Program
funding comes from a grant
from the state to conduct family
interaction activities. This pro-
ject was titled ‘'How to Paddle
Your Children'' and was de-
signed to help build family
bonds by providing mutual out-
door adventures. A secondary
benefit is the environmental
education the participants re-
ceive, particularly in soil ero-
sion and water quality.

lﬂ'd{uw’f’-‘& )l',‘_;pj:d;‘ Jﬂ:ﬁiﬁﬂ{_

Set Canoe

Date Sun.

Last weekend's rain forced
cancellation of the Upper lowa
Canoe Outting that was plan-
ned by area residents.

To compensate for that trip,
sponsors have planned a one
afternoon canoe outting this
Sunday, October 19, This trip
will be on Grand River in
Decatur County. Specifically,
the trip will go from Shew-
maker County Park, just south-
east of the town of Grand
River, down to Highway 2.

Sing-ups are being taken for
interested canoeists. Osceola
residents will meet and leave

from the courthouse parking lot
at 12:30 p.m. Sunday. Others
will meet at Shewmaker Park at

1 p.m. _

There is no cost for the trip
and families are especially en-
couraged to attend. Canoes,
life jackets and paddles are
provided. The trip is sponsored
by the Osceola Lions Club and
the Clarke Soil Conservation

Education Committee. Eight

canoes are provided by tne

Clarke County Conservation

Board that can hold up to 24

people. The cances will be

reserved on a first come-first
served basis

“'These canoc Lrps S§erve
many purposes and we hope to
hm‘t‘: a gm:d response from the

public,’” said John Klein,

Chairman of the Education

Committee.

Sign up for the canoe trip by
calling the Clarke County Con-
servation Board office.
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Four Year Project Ends —

Soil Survey Completed

A four-vear project to in-
ventory the 274,496 acres of
land in Clarke County will be
completed Tuesday, November
4 at 10 a.m. with a "'last acre
ceremony’’ to be held at East
Lake Park

This project was started in
1976 with the signing of a letter
of intent by the Clarke County

£68.000. This money coversd
approximately one-third of the
cost of the field work. The state
and federal government each
contributed approximately one-
third of the cost of the field
waork

The mapping started in
August of 1982 and was com-
sleted in October of 1986. Soil

clay, and the available water
holding capacity. The availabil-
ity of phosphorus and potas-
sium also is given. Also, farm-
ers can use the soil survey to
plan and develop & soil and
water conservation plan.
Engineers, land developers,
realtors and home builders can
find answers to the limitations

Seedling Trees May Be
Ordered from State Nursery

Tree seedling order forms
from the State Forest Nursery
are now available, The Clarke
County Conservation Board
will again consolidate small
orders fnr persons wanung Lo
plant less than 500 trees

are many people with special-
ized needs that we can help by
lumping their orders together
We know that even the small-
est plantings are beneficial to
wildlife, particularly for non-
game birds, and we want to

Board of Supervisors. The  scientists who did the mapping and potentials of the soil, Ed- Anvone can order trees dir- encourage everyone Lo be in-
county’s investment has been  were Asghar Chowdhery, party wards said. The soil survey ectly from the State Forest volved in habitat improve-
I?udur:‘ and Stephen Erest. report rates each soil type for Nursery. But their initial order ment,"” said John Klein, Direc-
Some 33 soil series were iden- road fill and highway location, must be at least 500 tree tor of the Conservation Board.

tified with 95 soil mapping

for foundation suitability, for

seedlings. Any year after their

Tree order applications are

: _ units identified sources of topsoil, sand and initial order, they can order available at the Extension of-
.‘-.-‘*, el‘l ] --f-L n,.r‘ifl ] __Jf__g_h,ﬂ{ The completed soil survey of gravel, for septic tank disposal !I‘n;*[ﬂl.?l.li‘-"i.ht*lll stock with less fice, Soil Conservation District

L] /) L . - & 5] ; r -, o " Sl .
JAra W, = 21 5P/ Clarke County has the potential fields, and for sewage lagoons. than 500 trees, but they must office or Conservation Board
Elf o Tl =a, [ 7d & for & large number of agricul- Other information presenied in o dacin uhits 6F 100 shop at East Lake park. Klein

tural and non-agricultural uses,
reports Keith Edwards, distnet
soil conservationist. The farm-
er can use the soil survey to
obtain specific information for
planning crop production sys-
tems. For example, the soil
survey report is useful for plan-
ning herbicide application
rates, tillage systems and soil
testing programs.

For each soil type in the soil
inventory, information is pre-
sented for the range of organic
matter, range of soil pH, the
presence of absence of Lme,
the amount of sand, silt and

No-Till Show February 7
Features Wayne Fredricks

The Sixth Annual Southern

mittee, a group of farmers from

the soil survey which is im-
portant for non-agricuitural
uses includes depth to water
table, natural internal drainage
of the soil and potential of the
soil to being flooded.

Other groups which use the
soil survey report include land
appraisers, banks and land
credit agencies, oil and gas
companies, public officials and
planning groups,

Local assistance in using the
soil survey information is pro-
vided by the Soil Conservation
District and the Clarke County
Extension Service.

Accept Aps
For Cost Share

I'he Clarke County Conser-
vation Board will help those
people who have never ordered
from the State Nursery before
but don't want to start with 500
trees. The Board will take
arders in units of 50, instead of
100. and will put all small
orders into one big order

‘We encourage people to
order directly from the State
Nursery for both initial and
replacement stock. But there

urges anyone who 1s consider-
ing planting trees seedlings
next spring to pick up an
application and call him for
more information. They also
have numerous catalogs from
private nurseries that offer
species of trees that the State
Nursery does not carry

Klein encourages everyone
to plan now and order early to
get earliest delivery and best
planting next spring.
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Sod Buster

No-Till Show Is

Slated February 7

The sixth Southern lowa No-

Meet Feb. 2

Till Show will be held Saturday,

L . - - February 7 at South
lowa No-Till Show is scheduled Adair, Adams, Clarke, Deca- s | F d 0o S Y . . Ce o wouliwestern
for February 7 at Southwestern  tur, Ringgold, Taylor and OI un Ing () por Ot Ji o listl — o bane Farmers who intend to break hel:ilﬁlij:;}i;fgifge ki)
Community College in Creston.  Union Counties. Soil Conserva- =\ s 1957 oufnr-plant '8 ToR (XoPL O to be covered 'D ?r(? !31911‘5
This well attended, all-day tion and Extension staff assist The Clarke County Soil Con ygn - XL, 11C ground that is presently in sod AoRaies of !\;g-']"i”l'r'u Hﬂe Eco-
event is presented by the in planning and conducting the servation District is accepting X should attend the sod buster Pioneer Hi-Bred' esults of
Southern lowa No-Till Com- meetling applications until January 27 oy Mongay, ¥ eDrusty Plots"', and "er .Tllluge
Farmer experience 1s the for 50 percent cost-share fund- 2 at 1:30 p.m. at the o Till™". This will hl'-f:lf'l}i?::i hnn-
theme of this yvear's show. Two ng to install permanent soi1l H"flldmg in Osceola. ane]l di eyt el £
. ' e - 5 The sod buster provision is P 1scussion by several
well known farmers, Wayne and water conservation prac- T area no-till farmers s
Fredricks of West Branch and tices for spring construction only one part of the ''Highly A limited numl:;
Francis Howard of Zearing, Present approved practices for Erodable’” land use iaw, o tickets will be avai;rarhfi lunch
will discuss their experiences cropland include contour ter- acted in December of 19&'{?' door. Interested 2l
over the last several Years with races and sediment and wator Hnwwer. the sod hu;rtar -me" contact the exte F?ﬂlﬂs g
no-till farming. A farmer panel control  basins. In pasture . sion becomes effective in the more informati nsion office for
of local no-tillers will briefly areas, gully control structures, 1987 crop year. The sod buster T
discuss and answer questions diversion terraces and grassed portion of the law would make
about their operations. waterways are priority prac- producers who “'sod bust _ in- Ouwcocka ool - Iditioma
Also.on:the program will be e eligible for any government v fad e
Bruce  Erickson, Southwest (o lowa Pinancial lncentive Pro- program. This is not to say that u-any o, LTLT
e A B e e T P T ™ Howiver. in order to do s, the —1
;l_“_l:'::;_’"“r_;;:;::";;:;._ -F?I B : J :-_‘-:” 1 L l- |j-!-.-|.!-.J1 er must {'-5-”'Z'¥'- an ...!l.l'
Project. This involves 20 If ::;-r.‘. :.l.,:r::::‘;.“ rf:.:;.t ulﬂlil..'“ '“;l’ “_::l:*r HE N oo oroar —wr—m—rme
-'JJ:‘-I-:'":”{T:?.H:ll,uhhwcm Iowin and Tt f;rn“‘ll'lr than allowed by ithe Y
tho corn I:-.I-J: Ehoasizhe rest of Applications  for BUFTLTT T -3 L

Farmors ars encouraged o
pitend the sod buster mesting
on Mondny, ]"“vl,,'lt.:ll,"l.l.lill')I T ar 130
y.m. ot the 4-H DBullding in
M aneibin

construction on  &et ~eimbcds  and
fall construciion can be moda mt
any time. Land ownars can file
wiith the local Soail Consorvation
Diptricet office, B20DA M Muain
Streesl . Dacoaln

Commorcinl exhibits and din
frinyn will bes myvailanble Ffor viow
LD g lll‘l'.t |.|i-n'r|r|_‘-r|rrr| with
Jrn Y roprosentatives The
l’.!'iH'H"'l will b aopan at 8 a.m

Saturcdny morning, Februnry 7
and tho el e E h{-ﬂ'inn o D30
. m
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Dist_RE‘rPi‘gef
Money for i« CRP Program

Conservation

Shortage of Brome
Plagues Farmers

Like other counties in 1UWH,

Program Set
Conservation . 05 B nceting Tuesdsy

FFTRT R Foh T L.LJ.I-..'L..:Ii':_'h B A

— — e .-..,I. JELAIL I -

weld July 13 througt | S i v
. NOUuEn . I 7 F Ll . r ——
t . I!il L:HEHP :“\|||| Lonservalion | H Hll':lhﬂ'-b' in i |"-I.i.'|'|1'| LI Il “war AAans B

u.I! the Conservation Edu alion
(_vntt_‘r near Guthrie Center
Students will be actively in-
vf-h'vd in outdoor sessions
aboul forestry, wildlife, soils
waler and leadership .

Top students in the pro-
gram will divide $1000 in col-
h:-_;.:tr scholarships donated by
Pioneer Hi-Bred International
_unri three conservation organ-
1Zations

Che Youth Leadership Con-
servation I'["'j—'f]",'”“ is a state

wide 3
€ program sponsored by the

District has received lowa
Financial Incentives Program
supplemental allocation from
the Division of Soil Conserva-
tion, lowa Department of Agri-
culture and Land Stewardship

Landowners may apply at the
Clarke Soil Conservation Dis-
trict office, 820A North Main
Street, Osceola, for either per--
maneent 'illll :i”lj waler con-
servation or annual manage-
ment practices

I'he program will pay $10 per
acre for no-till planting, $6 for
contouring and $156 for contour

Purpose of the meeling 18
expedite the paper work that
must be completed before the
contract and associated bene-
fits can be effected. Producers
have received a tentative ac-
g‘r-pl;’:n["_- of their 1’1'.!.1_ howeser,
they must complete the process
of filing the paper forms and
signing the contract This pro-
cess can be completed al the
Tuesday meeting

Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram bids tentatively accepted
total 166 bids encompassing

16.578 acres and totaling ap-

Clarke County 1s expenencing
a shortage in brome grass and
brome gruss seed as a result of
the idling of approximately
15,000 acres of farmland.

According to Alan Teel,

Clarke County extension direc-
tor, approximately 15,000 of an
estimated 35,000 acres of corm
and soybeans were idled in
Clarke County during the
fourth sign-up period for the
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP).

An unusually high demand

for brome grass seed due to the

llt"iplli' {}'p- |_11H'-| lli hf“ln{"
grass, one benefit of the idling
of crops 18 the money the
federal government returns Lo
the farmers in Clarke County
and surrounding communities,
according to Teel.

The average amount farmers
in Clarke County and surround-
ing areas are receiving for the
idling of crops is $70 per acre,
according to Teel

As a result, Clarke County
and other areas could receive
an estimated $1.6 million from
the CRP program for the 15,000
acres idled during the fourth

':_”"”i“-' Conservation Boards
."-:mH onservation Districts u;i.i
iIIr-::'_m-rmi\;r Extension ."-h:-r:l.iru
he cost is $565 for each SLu
dent. High school students in
terested in attending the Youth
Conservation Leadership Pro-

gram should contact John
]

] - . J . e Sl v
Klein [O1 flil’“‘lt'r m[”flﬂﬂllun, K ,?_.. gl ;._,-c.( e r

/7 et {f\ f:;"# /{J"i /

CRP sign-up and bad weather
conditions led to the shortage sign-up period, according to
of brome grass and seed, ac- Teel.
cording to Teel. “'The government could be

*“It's hard to pin it down to pumping-in a million bucks into
just two factors, said Teel. this county for 10 years, said
“‘But, there is a shortfall of Teel. '“There is the potential
brome grass and seed across fora lot of dollars to be brought
the area.'’ into this county by the CRP

Brome grass, according to program. "’

sirip cropping. Fifty percent prrlii'“m'—‘l:" $1,077,670.
cost-sharing is available on
waterways, terraces and other
permanent erosion control

structures

(laeraln. R T _ f ' Teel, is a perennial grass which
7 g s Aerak AR grows during the cooler months
Nk, 7 & / ’ = 7 of the year such as April, May,
: October, i ' ¢
June, September and October, T "‘_2;;*“ 2 j,hd oy L

and forms a sod over the | 'ie: o E
ground. ' EkQ“—t I A 4
However, the shortage of
. brome grass and seed is not a
SOII B”S Tour severe crisis, according to Teel.
“It's not a monumental
problem,’’ said Teel. "'It's not
one we can’t overcome. There

's Offe rEd o e ol ARRIS are other alternatives to brome
Thank you from CUlnarke grass '

County Conservation District Teel said timothy, ordhard,
for taking part in our conservu- (,-, : fescue and bluegrasses could (
tion tour of consérvation aware oy be used in 'i'J!BIC'E' of brome * eyl
F]l_a'_-;HtItHT. I.J.-I'I-Il'[, j.‘].::[l”[l;_‘:_” .-.n.n.-i !L‘ 1 g‘rﬂﬂﬂ. H'I)WE‘IH:‘I‘. lhl‘._'."h-' HFBHHHH

' ; junction With' S0l SWeWEK / are not as great an alternative
office , 77 & 3 - : - 2
G *i :’;r.ul by HH'-I}I}’ Becker, / ({';.l //:, 4 /ﬁ} A week. . as brome grass.

Ifmm uver, who is in charge Adrian Fuller “Timothy is not as vigorous
:;re:p;::dmmmg activities in Commissioner a grass as brome,"’ anid Teel.
. ' “Orc isac -type grass

Ministe : Orchard quudump ype
have | ters of area churches that doesn't form a sod. Fescue
mltl;“:t-em contacted to draw has a fungus that affects the
Watse :.IL! “ NiH:;:una] Soil and livestock,””

'r stewardship Week and h luti ha
local eve . - Another solution Lt_) Lhe
mote : Lifdm' 's planned to pro- brome grass shortage might be

A ::L_!I:nnal iy a mixture of brome and other

J g . . n
parties i ”huri fimi fm“'“"“""d grasses, according to Teel.

L 28 18 scheduled for Thurs 5 T =

‘ we accept a mixture
;l.JI::,,n;fi“T. 21 when a tour is made up of 25 percent brome
st H” the Adrian Fuller and another grass, this gives us
;“-“ ju.;j;j T 1||'~\'!11=.h1|J Good a mixture that is acceptable,
iH"l n u‘; p[?i:jh.r I;lrui;ute:; DAve said Teel

> ) ed to the Fuller furm \ : h - :

: ! Another side effect ol the
over a 30 year period. These large CRP sign-up is the in-

crease in the number of soil
qm’ﬂph"i sent to lowa State

J\:;-If: ’rtn.- shown and discussed by
eith Edwards, head of the

University in Ames to be an-
|||_\.- {.i.'d

I[L;:riﬂ ."u,llr! ﬂnqjii Water District
HIice, wno will serve as g -
: 8 guide :
Teel said the number of soil
gamples sent Lo lowa State has

An awareness of Soil and

Water Stewardshi f
e ship Week is -
being promoted by the Clarke (('7{ Lol i . d: ,b,f,u- {/ ;ﬂ LJ{;.-n,{

County Soil and Conservation

I'he bus will leave from the

Sotl {.xr'lnwt-nnlmn office located
on North Main Street at 8:30

doubled, resulting in a delay in
the return of the soil samples to

a.m. and will return before
noon following the tour, The
bus will be able to handle about
40 passengers for the tour

the farmers :

The CRP program, according
allows for a farmer Lo
the

to Teel,
make an agreement with

United States Department of
Agriculture whereby the farm
or would only plant seeded-
down crops which form a sod
for a 10-year period,
The results of this prm_'-_uduﬂ-
are a drop in the production of
corn and soybean crops and a
reduction of :a'iml erosion, ac-
ording to Teel.
L“[l{‘li-lliﬁfy,llllﬁ acres idled in the
fourth sign-up period exceeds
by 10,000 the number of 'L:_ﬂ:ll
acres idled during the first
three CRP sign-up periods n
T S \{,rch, May and August of
~ o 1986, according 1o Bart Grif-
fith, Clarke County executive
| director of the Agriculture
B Stabilization and Conservation
Service (ASCS).
Griffith attributes the
ease in sign-ups to @ bonus
offered by the federal govern-
ment 1n which farmers would
receive an extra $2 per bushel,
based on established vield for
the acres of reduced corn base
The next CRP program Sign-
up is scheduled for July 20,
according to Griffith, and there
will be more sign-ups until the
United States reaches its goal

in-

CT




Invite Area Farmers to

-

No-Till Show Febr. 6

No-till farmers, SCS and
ASCS specialists, an agrono
mist, and a well known western
lowa farmer will be featured at
the seventh annual Southern
Iowa No-Till Show. The all-day
show will be held at South-
western Community College in
Creston Saturday, February 6.

Three area farmers will dis-
cuss their no-till operations
They are Ernest Burke, Cres-
ton; Don Dalton, Bedford: and
Ben Kern, Norwalk. These far-
mers all have many years of
no-till experience. o

‘Tracy Cameron, Agronomist
for Crestland Coop, will discuss
management practices for
weed control in no-till.

Larry Beeler, Resource Con-
servationist for SCS and Stan
ohrock, Program Specialist for
ASCS will discuss the prowvi-
sions of the 1985 Farm Pro-
gram and explain how no-till
may be used to help keep
farmers eligible for program
benefits

Varel Baily, Anita farmer
and Chairman of the Board,
National Corn Growers As-
sociation, will wrap up the
show with comments on farmer
compliance with farm program
requirements and how no-till
can be the key for keeping
farmers eligible

Commercial companies will
have displays and exhibits,
with the doors opening at B
a.m. and the program begin-
mng at 9:15

This program is sponsored
by the Southern lowa No-Till
Commitiee, representatives of
SCS and ISU Extension Service
and Southwestern Community
College.

 To Elect Two SWCC
Commissioners Nov. 8

The terms of two Clarke these v

County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District Commissioners
expire this year. Successors will

elected at the general elec-
tion November 8, 1988. Terms
of Adrian T. Fuller, Oscegla
Township and Edwin G. Rata.-

shak, Jr., Ward Township, will
expire. Indjﬁdua!aehcﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ]l
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ary 3, 1989,

~ Any qualified elector resid-
Ing in the soil and water con.
servation district, which is all of
Clarke County including cities
and towns, is eligible for the

office of commissioner, except
zmr no more than one commis-
oner may be a resident of any

Lone township.

L e Incumbent commissioners
are Richard Carson, Jackson
I"pwnuhip. JoAnn Sickels, Knox
Tawnship and Terry L. Boles,
Doyle Township: therefore, resi-
dents of these townships would
not be eligible for office at this

time.
~ Prospective candidates seek-
ing the office of soil and water
conservation district commis-
sionermust file nomination peti-
“10ns in the same manner as for
other elective positions at the
general election, eéxcept that no
political party is designated,
Nﬂmj;utmn petitions can be ob-
taine from @ f
Auditor. : ety
These petitions, signed by 25
eligible electors, must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Clarke County Court House no
later than 5 p.m., September 14.
Soil and water conservation
dllz-itrif:t. commissioners serve
without salary and guide the
overall soil and watareonserva.
tion program in the county.

L % -t

acances will serve a six
YEar term commencing Janu-

Seek Petitions

For District
Commissioners

Terms of two Clarke County
Soil and Water Conservation
District Commissioners expire
this year. Individuals interested
in seeking the office of soil and
water conservation district
commissioner are reminded to
pltk up nomination petitions
from the County Auditor. These
petitions must be filed with the
County Auditor at the Clarke
County Court House no later
than 5 p.m. September 14,




plague was presented

i The
' rulle seek re-election. :
Adran S s at the annual dinner meeting and program

FULLER HONORED:

EROSION CONTROL: Lloyd Querrey, using six inch smooth steel pipe and anti- sented a plague by mmerce and Develop-
owner of land in Smlion}zl of War}r’l seep collars. The dozer is bringing back- ok u“ﬁ‘g‘:ﬂt‘[g:;ilﬂi years seryice to gthf %hamrf:t?:fﬂheld at the Osceola
Township, 2 /2 miles west of Osceola, fill material for placement around pipe. Richar d Wamr-mﬂtﬁﬂfc“lﬁ““ is cur- "'_"'F'dﬂ January 3L
looks over the erosion control dam pro- The purposes of the project Were erosion the Soil anc n of the district. Fuller Eﬂ?ﬁ‘- Tuesday,
ject under way on his property. Andrew control, livestock water, fish and wildlife rently ehairma cently and chose tonot”
Brothers installed a principle spillway habitat and recreation. | il finished his term e
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Edwards Tells of Projects ,, ., | . , 7 | Feebeiiety

Farmers have always hf*t'nl things we can be doing 1s pro- Yiu Fﬂu{"r_‘-u ,-%f: f{'f_, i
encouraged to practice good tecting our soil and water re -"—":/ﬂ-/ =
canservation methods, but the sources—not just for us, but for
1985 Farm Bill was "historical all Americans who will follow
legislation” that imposed some us,” said John Klein of the
nonetary penalties for non- Clarke Soil and Water Conser-
compliance, according to Keith wvation District.

Edwards, district conservation- "We have a heritage we
ist with the Clarke County Soil want to take care of. Millions of
Conservation District. acres are being conserved wise-

The conservation compli- 1ly by farmers and ranchers
ance provision of the Food right now. We'd like to recog-
Security Act of 1985 dis- nize their efforts, and invite
courages the production of others to join in because there's
grops on highly erodible crop- still much to do.”
land where the land 18 not The effort to increase know-
carefully protected from ero- Jedge about conservation 1s
gion Farmers who produce especially important right now,
grops on such fields without an  Klein said. "Under the 1885
approved conservation system Farm Bill, farmers and ranch-
could Tose eligibility for certain  ers need to develop a conserva-
USD A program benefits. tion plan by the end of next

Some of these "entitlement” year to stay eligible for USDA
programs farmers could lose benefits. This eampaign is one
are: phice and income supports, important way Wwe will &y to
crop insurance, Farmer's Home  get that message aeross.”
Administration loans, Commod-
ity Credit Corporation storage
payments, farm storage facility
lnans, Conservation Reserve
Program annual payments and
other programs under which
USDA makes commodity-re-
lated payments.

Special emphasis was given
conservation last week as the
naton observed "Soil and
Water Conservation Week "

Edwards said approximately
87 percent of Clarke County
farmers take part in govern-
ment programs. Of the 13 per-
cent who don't, he said many of
them are also complying with
measures to "save the land.”

Edwards said some of them
say they "never got anything
from the government,” but they
do su ppart conservation

Animportant step in comply-
ing 18 development of a conser-
vation plan for highly erodible
fiel

-

as

Edwards said about 50 per-
cent of area farmers have com-
pleted their Conservation Plan.
The plans are due by January
1, 1990, The plan must be fully
operational by January 1 of
1985,

Edwards said his office has
added employees to help with
this project.



under way on his prope

Conservation Week —

Edwards Tells of Projects

Farmers have always been
encouraged to practice good
conservation methods, but the
1985 Farm Bill was "historical
legislation” that imposed some
monetary penalties for non-
compliance, according to Keith
Edwards, district conservation-
ist with the Clarke County Soil
Conservation District.

The conservation compli-
ance provision of the Food
Security Act of 1985 dis-
courages the production of
grops on highly erodible crop-
land Where the land i1s not
carefully protected from ero-
gion. Farmers who produce
erops on such fields without an
approved conservation system
could Tose eligibility for certain
USDAprogram benefits.

Some of these "entitlement”
programs farmers could lose
are: price and income supports,

n insurance, Farmer's Home
Administration loans, Commaod-
ity Credit Corporation storage
payments, farm storage facility
loans, Conservation Reserve
Program annual payments and
other programs under which

commodity-re-

hasis was given
week as the
Ii‘;' 1] J‘l”.“i:

them are also compl
measures to "save the land.'
Edwards said some of them
y they "never got anything
rom the government,” but they
do support conservation -
Animportant step in comply-
Ing is development of a conser-
vation plan for highly erodible
helds
1d about 50 per-
armers have com
pleted their Conservation Plan
The plans are due by

added emp
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£nsive measures to take.
tour farming
fective in redue-

When farmers go the Sml
District office to make their con-
servation plan they can get
someé outstanding information
on their land. There are aerial
maps that give almost all the
base data known about the
!ﬂnd, Edwards said. All of this
information has been provided
th I'l.nii_:h tax money.

Clarke County Soil and
Water District Commissioners
are: 'I'nr'r_',' Boles, Doyle
ship; Richard ( :

Adrian Fuller, Osceola Town
ship; Ed Ratashak, Jr.. Ward
Township and JoAnne Smith
Knox Township. .

Ratashak and Fuller are not
seeking re-election. Mark Gib-
son and Luella Pontier have
filed for election.

Public Service Campaign

A new national public serv-
ice campaign on soil and water
conservation 18 now under way
in Clarke County. The year ]nn}:
"We Owe It To Our Children”

Y23 =1:.T

1T

things we can be doing is pro-
tecting our soil and water re-
sources—not just for us, but for
all Americans who will follow
us," said John Klein of the
Clarke Soil and Water Conser-
vation Dhstrict.

"We have a heritage we
want to take care of. Millions of
acres are being conserved wise-
ly by farmers and ranchers
right now. We'd like to recog-
nize their efforts, and inwvite
others to join in because there's
still much to do."

The effort to increase know-
ledge about conservation is
especially important right now,
Klein said. "Under the 19B5
Farm Bill, farmers and ranch-
ers need to develop a conserva-
tion plan by the end of next
year to stay ﬂ!g‘ll‘.ﬂ]ﬂ for USDA
benefits. Thi§ Eampaign 18 one
important way we will try to
get that message BOTOSS."

et e ki ntr livestock water, fish and wildlif
thers installed a principle spillway hobitat and recreation.
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Some Rain Helps, But —

Water Hauling Is Tedious Project

The .5 of rain that fell 1
Clarke County Saturday helped
the top soil moisture a little, but
it had little effect on the dry
wells and pondsin the area

Alan Teel, extension director,
gaid it would take siX 0 eight
inches of rain to make a “real
change,” especially for well
water. And the moisture that
comes had better be in the form
of Tain, as snow contains little
Water.

“It would take 10 inches of
snow to equal an inch of water,”
Teel said. Snowfall does little to
help soil or wells, however,
because it tends to fall on frozen
ground it does help the streams
and ponds when it melts and
runs off. “It just takes so much,”
Teel said

Many people in this area are
continuing to haul for
their ponds and wells. "They ve
been hauling water all winter
and its continming to get
'.-.u]'h!:'*,' Teel said.

In Osceola alone some
120,000 gallons of water are
being sold each week to the
many pick-ups lined up at the
water tower in downtown Os-
ceola. Dean Torreson, city ad-
ministrator, said water sales
have doubled over last year.

The city of Osceola uses ap-

water

proximately 800 000 gallons a

day, not counting the extra
water being sold. Torreson said

there isn't any great danger ol
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HAULS WATER: Jack Harrell of rural Os-
coola was busy filling a water tank Mon-
day, January 30 at the water tower in
Osceola. Harrell, owner of an acreage six

J
h":_éf;? £

aFo an engineer claimed that
there would be adequate water
for at least lour years with no

[Continued on back page]

running out of
time.

water at this

He said when the dam
raised at West Lake a few years

WIils

miles north and east of Osceola, said he
has been hauling water since last spring
when his well went dry. He hauls three
loads a week.

rainfall. However, Torreson
said it i possible with a couple
of more dry years there could
be some "serious problems®
'"Another « hore”™ 1s how Dﬂn
Wagner, manager of Humeston
1.',‘-'!."-5-11I:t Auction, Inc., de-
scribed how farmers are taking

it in their stride as they haul
water each day
He said the thing that has

probably made it tolerable so
far is the mild winter.

Wagner said there arent a
lot of cattle being sold because
hauling, only an
isolated case or two.

ul water

He explained that some peo-
ple are selling hogs rather than
haul water as the prices are
"soft” right now. However, cat-
tle farmers aren't in a huity to
liquidate their herds, consider-
ing the calf market i1s very
good.

Wagner said he heard of n
farmer near Murray who has
been hauling water for 200
cows and 200 calves since Au-

gust,

Wagner- said just about
every other pick-up around
now seems t0 have a water tat K
attached.

I've talke d to people who
iave lived here all their lives
and they say they can only
recall once before when 1t was
so dry,” Wagner said

While hauling water 15 a

chore for the farmers, Teel said
the period from February ]
through June 1 is going to be
erucial for adequate rainfall

“If it doesn't rain were going
to see some people have to do
extra planting, going to crops
that tolerate a lot of drought,
Teel added.

Ideally the area should have
six to t'tght inches of moisture
by June1 in order to get the sub-
soil recharged. If that
happen, then the growing sea-
son will need rain every two to
three weeks or crops will have
stress, Teel said.

doesn t




Osceola Water Towers

Half Full, Half Empty?

Are the water towers in
Osceola "half full or half
empty?” The answer appears to
be in how one understands the
hydraulics of the system, ac-
cording to Dean Torreson, city
administrator.

Currently the new 300,000
gallon water tower east of
town, financed largely through
federal and state grant monies,
is filling 18 feet out of a possible
30 feet.

Torreson said the 500,000
gallon tower at the Industrial
Park doesn't fill all the way
either, making it to 11 feet out
ofa pﬂr:l-sthE J30.

The downtown 300,000 gal-
lon tank fills all the way be-
cause it fills first and a control
shuts off the pumps at the plant
when it is full. The downtown
tower doesn't have the demand

|
.-II. — -'—.

that the Industrial Park tower
has, with the Jimmy Dean Meat
Company using 40 percent of
all the city's water.

All three water towers in
Osceola are at the same eleva-
tion.

Once the downtown tower
has filled to capacity and the
main pump shuts off, likewise
the other two towers also shut
down.

The new water tower east of
town also doesn't have a chance
to completely fill before the
pump 18 shut off by a control
mechanism at the downtown
tower.

The eanst tower is fed
through an eight inch pipe that
runs to East Lake, with that
emptying into a 10 inch pipe at
the lake. The eight inch pipe
restricts the flow and there is

A 7
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not enough flow to fill the east
tower before the downtown
tower shuts off the system.

“When the system shuts off,
things start to equalize. We're
always playing catch up,”
Torreson said.

He said there is no problem
with any of the towers, as it is
not necessary that the East
tower be full. He said there is
more than adequate water at
the level it is currently filling to
serve Woodburn, all the eastern
city customers, and even the
new Campbell's Soup Com-
pany that plans to locate near
the new water tower.

The city currently collects
around $9,000 each year from
the city of Woodburn for water.

Torreson said if there
weren't any water users from

[Continued on back page]
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“all the towers would be full.

Torreson emid~ the city
definitely didn’t construct "too
big a tower” as far as the East
water tower. He said costs for
towers get marginally less in
price as they increase in size.
Should another water user
locate near the Campbell's Soup
Company, Torreson said it is
possible some "looping” of line
or automatic restriction valves
around town would have to be
completed.

"All three towers are the
same elevation. A smaller tank
must be at the same elevation,
but would fill only to the same
level,” Torreson added.

The waterline and tower
east of Osceola cost $630,000,
however the cost to the city was

*$130,000, with the remainder
coming from grant monies, The
grants were received by the city
based largely on the soup com-
pany locating here.

Torreson said officials of the
soup company are still plan-
ning to bunld in Osceola, "proba-
bly in the next two or three

years.” 5 . -

-

Urge Farmers to Submit
Plans for Conservation

Keith Edwards, the Clarke
County Soil Conservation Serv-
ice, reminded farmers that they
have less than a year to get a
conservation plan approved for
their highly erodible acreage.
Farmers must have such plans
approved by the end of 1989 to
remain eligible for USDA pro-
gram benefits. .

Most farmers participating
in USDA crop programs al-
ready have obtained USDA
approval for their conservation
plans. SCS estimates that about
800,000 plansare needednation-
wide. _

Some farmers are holding
off because they are afraid the
rules for erosion reduction were
too rigid, but that's a miscon-
ception. The final rule provides
for flexibility in reaching accept-
able erosion reductions based
on local conditions and stand-
ards in field office technical
' guides.

*  Under provisions of the

Food Security Act of 1985, any-
one who farms highly erodible
land must develop a conserva-
tion plan for the land and have
it approved by December 31,
1989, by their local soil conser-
vaton district in order to remain
eligible for USDA farm pro-
gram benefits.

Those benefits include pnce
and income supports, crop in-
surance, Farmers Home Ad-
ministration loans, Commodity
Credit Corporation storage pay-
ments, farm storage facility
loans, Conservation Reserve
Program annual payments, and
other programs under which
USDA makes commodity-re-
lated payments.

Producers who do not get
their plan approved in time wall
forfeit USDA program benefits
on more than just their highly
eradible acres. Loss of eligibility
applies to all of the land that a
ible acres.




Need ‘Lots of Catching Up’

To Replace Lost Moisture

“We've got lots of catching
up to do,” said Keith Edwards,
district conservationist with the
Clarke County Soil Service,
when talking about needed
moisture in this area

While the sub soil moisture is
not at the zero capacity, it is

SNOWCOVER MELTS: This picture of
Whitebreast Creek taken south of Osceola
shows water running again following an
entire winter in which the creek was com-

pletely dry. The limited amount of snow

definitely lower than normal,
Edwards said.

The extremely dry fall sea-
son, along with lack of any real
moisture in the winter m:mlhs,
have made for some very dry
soil conditions, as well as empty
ponds and wells in the area.
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mivud during February will not keep picture,

M

Edwards said it is possible
the area could “catch up" with
some heavy rains during April
and May, with basically two
types of rains needed, He said
slow, long periods of rain are
needed in order to give water
time to percolate through the
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the flow for long without additional rains.
County bridge and road crews were able
to work through January on repair of
bridges and waterways. Underbrush was
cleared on both sides of the bridge in this
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soil. For the empty creeks and
ponds “run-off” type producing
rains are needed, such as comes
with thunderstorms in a fairly
quick period of time.

Wells take a long time to fill,
as the rainfall has to percolate
through the depth of the soil.
"Under pretty normal condi-
tions, they won't respond com-
pletely for two years. Of course,
it depends on the type of well,"
Edwards said.

[deally, Edwards said, April
and May would produce some
‘nice soaking raing.” Then in
late May, when hopefully there
is crop cover, the heavier thun-
derstorms could come to help
fill the ponds and wells.

Even if thia spring and sum-
mer are normal,” which Ed-
wards says is the best to be
hoped for, he sees lots of people
still having problems as far as
hauling water and crop success.

Edwards predicted that if
the coming planting season is
anything like last summer,
conditions will be at least four
times worse.

“We lived off our reserves
last year. The ponds were full,
the creeks were running and
the groundwater was in good
shape,” he said,

He said farmers should be
watching the weather closely to
consider adjusting crop plant-
ing levels this spring.

Edwards said "normal” wea-
ther has been predicted, at least
for the next month. "That's the
best we can hope for," he added.




CRP signup underway

The US. Department of
Agriculture has announced the
ninth sign-up for the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP)
for the period of July 17
through August 4, 1989. The
previous eight sign-ups have
resulted in 31.500 acres desig-
nated for CRP in Clarke Coun-
ty, according to Keith Edwards,
district conservationist.

The Conservation Reserve
Program pays landowners rent
every year for ten years to idle
highly erodible cropland, filter
strips along streams, floodplain
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areas subject to scour erosion,
and certain wetland and
farmed wetlands that meet
cropland criteria as identified
by ASCS. Landowners replace
crops with perennial legumes,
grass, trees, shrubs, or a mix of
these,

The 30.5 plus million acres
contracted under the CRP now
exceeds the 28,7 million acres
that was in the 1960 Soil Bank
program, making CRP the
largest long-term cropland re-
tirement program in U.S. his-
tory.

The contracts pay Clarke
County farmers more than $2
million annually, have reduced
topsoil ‘erosion by 1/2 million
tons annually, and provide im-
proved water quality and wild-
lifa habitat.

Landowners will be asked to
submit sealed bids during this
sign-up period. These bids must
State their per acre price for
idling the land. The USDA then
decides where to set the limits
for bids.

Prior to submitting a bid, the
landowner must contact his
local SCS. The SCS will deter.
mine whether land is eligible
for CRP based on all USDA
criteria.
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Edwards said that thjs Sign-
Up presents an opportunity for
landowners to bid wetland and
floodplain areas that were not
eligible prior to the last slgn-up.
The Food Security Act of 1985
requires the designation of
farmed wetlands and wetlands
for preservation and protection.
These wetlands, if they were
cropped during the period 198] .
1985, may be eligible for CRPE.

Edwards says this sign-up
period and the next, tentatively
scheduled for February of 1990,
may be the last opportunity for
entening land into CRP, The
original five year period for
CRP ends Dec. 31, 1990,

\ serva-

IRD CONSTRUCTION: Beth Brown, consery :

3 FEEEEE:: program director, along wrth‘ rmmmru?;{:;
Sl bers of the Clarke County Conservatio

helpers and members =

Board, assist fifth-graders at North Elementary
ard,

1 i Students were given
tion of bird feeders Friday. : S ghvi
20515:1?11: ;?zuet and sunflower seeds to begin their bird

feeding stations.




A videotape to help Clarke
County farmers do much of the
soil conservation work needed
to keep them eligible for USDA
program benefits is available.

The videotapes are available
for loan at 16 different places in
the county. The people and busi-
nesses who have agreed to help
loan the tapes are LuElla
Pontier, Rick Oshel, JoAnn
Sickels, Terry Boles, Richard
Carson, SCS, ASCS, FmHA,
Clarke County Extension Ser-
vice, Osceola Public Library,
Clarke County Farm Bureau,
Circle D Ag, American State
Bank, Osceola Farm and Home,
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Soil video available

Hy-Vee and
State Bank.

The Osceola Public Library
and SCS will provide a viewing
station for anyone who does not
have a VCR.

“The tapes include basic in-
formation for anyone interested
in taking better care of the land,
but they will be especially use-
ful for farmers who want to
stay eligible for USDA program
benefits,’ Keith Edwards,
Clarke County Scil Conserva-
tion Service district conserva-
tionist says

Clarke County
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DONATES SOIL SURVEY: Dale
Chidester of the SCS presented the

recently-published soil survey of Clarke

e
-
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County to the Osceola Public Library.
Shown is Librarian Joyce Turner and
Chidester.
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To distribute
soil surveys
at meetings
The
Service

survey
Monday,

lowa State Extension
will hold three
distribution meetings

March 26 and

sail

Tuesday, March 27 to discuss

the rtecently published soil
survey of Clarke County and
discuss uses of the report.

The survey contains maps
and tables showing the location
of different types of soils
throughout the county, crop
suitability, drainage character-
istics and other information
about the soils in the county.

Alan Teel, Extension agri-
culturist/county director, said
the survey is a valuable tool not
only for farmers but for
engineers and builders

Experts will at the Murray
Community Center at 10 a.m,
Monday, and at the Woodburn
Legion Hall at 1:30 p.m.

Two meetings will be held at
the 4-H building at the Osceola
fairgrounds Tuesday at 1:30
and 7 p.m

Copies of the survey will be
listributed to those in atten-
dance. A copy has also been
donated to the Osceola Public
Library




Forestry

funding for area
landowners

Clarke County landowners
may qualify for special cost-
share assistance involving
forest establishment, re-foresta-
tion and woodland improve-
ment according to provisions in
the Resource Enhancement and
Protection Act.

Cost-share assistance will be
available for tree planting,
timber stand improvement prac-
tices, site preparation for na-
tural regenerations of logged or
grazed woodlands, rescue treat-
ments (rodent, deer control and
re-planting), and fénding topro-
tect tree plantings and wood-
lands from damaging grazing.

Basic cost-share levels and
practices are listed below:
*TREE PLANTING

—LCost-shared at 75 percent
of actual cost for establishment.

—Maximum payment: $365
per acre.

—Minimum sign-up: three
acres.
«TIMBER STAND IM-
PROVEMENT PRACTICES

—LCost-shared at 75 percent.

—Maximum payment of $75
per acre (includes thinning,
pruning and seedling release).

—Minimum sign-up: five
acres.

*SITE PREPARATION FOR
¥%T§M REGENERA.
(of logged or d
woodlands) B
—Cost_—shared at 75 percent.
—Maximum payment:

ranges from $75 to $120 per
acre.
—Minimum sign-up: three
acres.
*RESCUE TREATMENTS
—LCost-shared at 75 percent.

—Maximum payment: $15
per acre, rodent control: $£24
per acre, deer control: re-
planting in failed planting, $365
per acre; establishing vegeta-
tive cover for weed control, $60
per acre.

—Minimum sign-up (each
practice) three years (tree plant-
ing must be from three to 30
years old and in need of
improvement).
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Lake study to begin
in Clarke County

Potential sites for a new
multi-purpose lake in Clarke
County will be studied in detail
as part of a massive federally
funded s:tudy of Red Rock
Reservoir and three of its
tributaries: White Breast Creek,
South River and Middle River.

The study, which will take
approximately two years, is an
effort by the Soil Conservation
Qervice to stem the flow of
sediment into Red Rock.

Experts say that currently
the reservoir is filling with
gediment at a more rapid pace
than anticipated, with a large
portion of the sediment coming
from the three tributanes.

Several sites along White
Breast Creek will be studied
taking into account the county's
future needs for flood control,
erosion control, recreation and

water for municipal, industrial
and rural areas.

Oscecla and portions of
rural Clarke County are
presently served by West Lake,

a 360 acre reservoir. Officals
said the lake should meet local
water needs for at least 20
years. The Red Rock survey
may provide the planning basis
to start work on a new lake that
should meet local water needs
until the middle of the next
century.

Osceola City Administrator
Dean Torreson said the aty
would like the SCS to look into
the possibility of a mult-
purpose recreational lake
which would include boating,
camping and swimming as well
as fishing.

Another possibility is that the
water could be pumped
between the proposed lake and
West Lake to serve the water
needs of the community.

In order to qualify for SCS
funding a water shed must
produce a positive cost/benefit
ratio after the study is com-
pleted. Local funding would
also be needed to complete such
a project as well as other state
and federal monies.
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To elect two

district

soil commissioners

The terms of two Clarke
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District commissioners
will expire this year, it was
announced today.

The term currently being
served by Terry Boles of Doyle
Township will expire Jan. 1.
His successor will serve a six-
year term beginning Jan. 2,
1991.

Rick Oshel's term will expire
Nov. 6, with the person to fill
this position to serve a four-
year term, beginning after the
Nov. 6 election. Oshel is
presently serving Green Bay
Township.

Any qualified person resid-
ing in the soil and water con-
servation district is eligible for
the office. Prospective candi-
dates must file nomination
petitions, available at the Clarke
County Auditor’s office.

Ask farmers
to leave
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Commissioners will be elect-
ed during the general election
in November.

For more information con-
tact the Clarke County Soil and
Water Conservation Distnict
office, 342-2917.
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Nominations due
Aug. 29 for soil,
water conservation

Nomination petitions must

be filed with the Clarke County
Auditor no later than Aug. 29
for those interested in becoming
county soil and water conser-
vation commisoners.

For more information. con-

tact the Clarke County Soil and
Water Conservation District
office, 820 A. N. Main St., Os-
ceola.
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Soil Conservation
commission seeks
public input Nov. 13

Ihe Clarke County Soil and
Water Conservation District
Commissioners will ask for pub-
lic input at a meeting Nov. 13.

The commission seeks help in
prepanng 1ts long range pl;
which will :dcnltl’yb;md p%nnqiﬁg
soil and water conservation
needs, and formulate goals for
the district. i

The mecting will be held at 6
pm. in the 4-H building at the
Clarke  County Fairgrounds,
Contact the Soil Conservation
Service for more information.
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Unused REAP

funds available

for Clarke farmers
The Clarke County Soil and
Water Conservation District has
over $11,000 unused REAP
funds available for Clarke County
landowners, the local office has

announced.

Any agricultural landown
er in
Clarke County can receive up to

75 percent cost-share

for a

number of tree, grasses and

conservaion  cover
including fencing,

projects,

Interested persons may
] _ y contact
the Soil Conservation Service in

Osceola
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Red Rock Council

seeks candidates

The Red Rock Resources
Council, a non-profit group that
has been organized to protect soil
and water resources in the 6,500
square mile uncontrolled water-
shed below Saylorville Lake, is
seeking volunteers to fill two
vacancies on its Board of
Govemors.

The board is comprised of
representatives from 10 counties
draiming into Lake Red Rock.
Richard Carson of Woodburn is a
member of the board.
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1990 farm bill Conservation funds still available

'New farm bill trigégr_sﬂ
Swampbuster’ prevention

_The signing of the 1990 farm
.l:)ll[ changed the trigger on
SWampbuster” violations, and
cnnscwuuc_magcncicssayit‘snnw
CVEN more important for landown.-

Crs 1o check with them before wet

dreas are drained or altered.
Before November 28, 1990

landowners receiving USDA ben-

efits could drain a wetland as lon

as they didn’t plant a cnmmndﬂ%

Croponit. Thatisn’ttrue anymore d

says Jeffrey Vonk, State Conser-

vationist for the U.S. Soil C;nn-
Servation Service (SCS) in Towa

~ "Now, the act of draining, fill-
mg.dredgmgormhcmfisc dltering
a wetland is the trigger for a
HI‘-"E;‘T’I[']hUS[EI‘ violation,” ‘

1€ Swampbuster ISions
the 1985 ;mdpi 990 Fgﬁvgilﬁ?z?g
dimed at discou raging the coriver—
sion of wetlands for agncultural
ﬁg ﬂiﬁ?eﬁ as;;impbps_ter viola-
: 2
o bcnc?im, ze eligibility for

The SCS is in the process of

:dcnu'rying wetlands across the
Slate, I'Wc'vc located wet areas or
polential wetlands, Our local of-
fices will be sending maps out to

satellite conference

is January 11

The 1990 farm bill will be the
subject of a satellite conference
originating from the WOI-TV
studios at [owa State University on
Jan, 11 and carnied live at the Clarke
county Extension Office, 117-1/2
South Main, Osceola.

landowners this spry j

: S s spring. We'll be
askm_g landowners to get back to
us with their drainage records,”

Vonk says.

l‘ We dm:u 'twant 1o see more wet-
ands rlr;mud. but we also don't
want 1o interfere with production

on lands that wer '
x . E
Sy previously
3 'he SCS estimates as many as
40,000 wet areas have been lo-
r}n‘[c;d. Many of those areas were
drained prior to the Swampbuster
provision, however, and wil not
be considered wetlands if Jand-
OWners can show adequa ]
drainage. G
Vonk adds thatswampbusterhas
n? do ""'”.{] draining or altering
;:L}ands. Wetland areas can stil]
ammed if they aren't altered.

We want to be
clearo '
says. nthat," Vonk
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The in-depth program is de-

signed to be of interest to practic-

ing attomeys, lenders, farm man-
agers, farmers, and individuals in

agribusiness, as well as personnel

from the Agricultural Stabilization

and Conservation Service (ASCS),
Soil Conservation Service (SCS),
the Farmers Home Administration
(FmHA) and Extension.

There will be a two-hour long
presentation session followed by
an hour-long answer session dur-
ing which participants can lele-
phone their questions

The registration fee for the con-
ference is $30, which includes a
book containing a copy of the bill
from the Congressional Record,
and outline of the presentation and
a conference committee report. The
fee without a copy of the matenals
is $10. Registrauon deadline is Jan.

" For further registration and
downlink information, contacl the
Clarke County Extension Office.

The Clarke Soil and Water
Conservation District has funds
available from two sources 10 as-
sist landowners in applying con-
servation practices.

Terraces, ponds, and other
structural practices can receive up
10 50 percent cost-share assistance
under the Iowa Financial Incen-
tives Program (LE.LP.).

The Resource Enhancement
and Protection (R.E.A.P.) fund
provides up to 75 percent cosl-

)
(Cfﬂ»*t Z ,u.,lE’J o J\Tb,ad-';-’c, -

sharing for tree planting, wind-
breaks, native grass pla;'lhng. and
fencing to protect existing wood-

lands.
Funds from both sources arc

limited and iandnwpt:rs should
apply as soon as possible.
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Ask farmers O e oot DBarlinel

& CF D
to leave ot Bl  FPRE
residues on

top of socil

Soil conservationists are u:‘giz%
Ty farmers 10 les ‘!
E:E%t:ng Egyg::m residucs on the

it e sail,
‘u'jr‘hi':u:n an cxccllent time o

i the conservation tillage
::Erg:g';nm that's in most Pm_u_!_
Security Act conservation plans,
says District Cmmtrvutmms-_u
Keith Edwards of the U.S. Soil
I".-.‘h nnnnn e ¥l : :

CAwards says most conserva-

tion compliance plans call for
use of crop residues to combat
soil erosion. "These plans will list
a specified ge of the
ground to covered with

ing," Edwards says, "and
;pﬂr;:g will list a tillage system that
would be expected to leave, the
assigned amount."”
Clarke County farmers could
lose US. Department of Agn-r
" culture benefits if they don't
follow their conservation compli-
ance . "One thing some
farmers don't understand is that
they don't have to use a specified
System of reduced tillage, If they

residue, usually 30 percent or
greater, that's the bpttom line, "
Edwards says.

Alan Teel, Clarke County Ex-
lension Service Agriculturist, says
Soybean fields are most vulner-
able 1o soil erosion if they're tilled
after harvest this fall "That
soybean crops has already loos-
¢ned the soil. Any kind of fall
tillage will €ncourage erosion

¢ other consideration is that the
evidence points to no economic
advantage to fall tillage of soy-
bean ground," Teel says.

Teel says adequate comn
residues can be left on the soil
surface, even with tillage, if the
Crop yield is high, and a properly
equipped and adjusted high
residue machine is used.

We're suggesting to farmers
that now is the time to do some
Cxperimenting with residue Je-
vels," Teel says, "Measure your
residues after Planting, find oyt
what level of residues your tillage
Systems leave, and adapt as you
need to for the requirements of
tonservation compliance.

Clarke County landowners
who agreed to implement cop-
S€rvation plans to stay eligible for
most U.S. Department of Agri-
culture  programs are  being
advised by the US, Soil Con-

plans in detai].

"We know in some cases there
IS confusion about what was
wrtlen in  the plans,” said
Edwards. "we also know many
of the plans were written within 3
short tme frame and that farmers
were asked to make decisions
that they may want o change."

"The plans were NEver written ,
10 be in concrete,” Edwards says, |
"We EXpect 1o revise many
plans,"

However, unless plans are
revised farmers are €xpected 1o
adhere to the implementation, |
schedule they agreed 1o, !




Soil video
available

A videotape to help Clarke
County farmers do much of the
soil conservation work needed to
keep them eligible for USDA
program benefits is available.

The videotapes are available for
loan at 16 different places in the
county. The people and businesses
who have agreed to help loan the
tapes are LuElla Ponuer, Rick
Oshel, JoAnn Sickels, Terry Boles,
Richard Carson, SCS, ASCS,
FmHA, Clarke County Extension
Service, Osceola Public Library,
Clarke County Farm Bureau,
Circle D Ag, American State Bank,
Osceola Farm and Home, and Hy-
Vee.

The Osceola Public Library and
SCS will provide a viewing station
for anyone who does not have a
VCR.

"The tapes include basic infor-
mation for anyone interested in
taking better care of the land, but
they will be especially useful for
farmers who want to stay eligible
for USDA program benefits," Keith
Edwards, Clarke County Soil
Conservation Service district con-
servauonist says.
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WINNER Hans Klein of

Woodbum was the winner in the
Clarke Soil and Water Conserva-
tion poster and received a cash
award.
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Plan dry hydrant

meetings Tuesday

Two informational meetings
concemning installation of dry hy-
drants in rural areas will be con-
ducted Tuesday, Dec. 10 in Cre-
Sm’?"hc sessions will be at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. at the Crestland Co-
op under sponsorship of the Cre-
ston Fire Department and the
Southern lowa Resource Conser-

vation & Development Area.

Dry hydrants arc non-pressur-
ized pipe systems permanently in-
stalled in lakes and ponds 1o pro-
vide water, if needed, for fire
uu%se meetings are open to the
publi¢. .
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Funds available
for planting
roadside flowers

Southern lowa counties and
communities have until Dec. 31 10
file applications for Living Road-
way Trust Funds.

Dennis Hilger, coordinator of
the Southern Iowa Resource Con-
servation and Development area,
Creston, said $45,000 remains in
the Trust with top priority given 1o
applications for purchasing native
wildflower and grass seeds.

The Trust, established by the
lowa legislature in 1988, can be
used to finance planting roadside
vegetation, purchasing equipment,
conducting roadside vegetation
inventories and starting commu-
nity gateway projects.

To be eligible, counties and
towns must have an integrated
roadside vegetative management
plan adopted by the board of su-
pervisors.

Counties and communities
wishing to apply may contact the
Southern Iowa Resource Conser-
vation & Development office in
Creston, 782-7058.

The area is compnsed of seven
area counties including Clarke,
represented by Jo Ann Sickels and
Decatur County, represented by
Rebecca Lane.
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ON THE MOVE: offices ofthree federal agencies recently moved to anewly constructed building behind

Mci?onald’s on Highway 34. While the agenices are all open for husinese, an open house isn't planned until
they're all settled in a few months from now.
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Clarke soil, water
conservation officers

attend training

Clarke County Soil and Water
Conservation District Commis-
sioners recently attended a state-
wide training conference, Creative
Thinking in Breaking the Time and
Money Bamers, Commissioners
attending the conference at the
Clarke County Extension Office
were: Donald Bennink, Terry L
Boles, Richard Carson, LuElla
Pontier, and JoAnn Sickels.

The conference was presented
by lowa State University Exten-
sion, Division of Soil Conserva-
tion, lowa Department of Agn-
culture and Land Stewardship, the
Soil Conservation Service and the
lowa Association of Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District Com-
missioners. The conference was
presented in Ames and linked by
satellite to county extension of-
fices across the state.

"A lack of ume and a lack of
money were identified as the two
biggest problems facing district
commissioners across the
state.This program was designed
to help our local commissioners

Uniq
Osceﬁ_r /

find new ways to address local
concemns despite those bamers,”
said Carson, chairman, Clarke
County Soil Conservation District
Commissioners.

Outline plan to clean
water of contaminants

DuPont joms coalition making an effort to
eliminate Atrazine from Osceola water supply

BY JOHN EBERLINE

One possible solution to the
problem of contaminants in
Osceola'sdnnking wateristoelimi-
nate the source of contaminants.

That plan of attack was pre-
sented to community leaders in a
meeting in Osceola Thursday af-
temoon and to 50 of the 75 opera-
tors in West Lake Watershed at a
meeting in Murray Thursday
evening.

Problems with Osceola’s drink-

ing water are traced o the use of

Atrazine and Bladex by agncul-
tural operators in the West Lake
watershed.

The U. S. Environmental Pro-
lection Agency has indicated that
consuming dnnking water for a
lifetime containing less than 3.0
parts per billion should not result
in any adverse health effects. That
1S the government way of saying if
you drink a lifetime of water with
Atrazine levels above 3.0 parts per
billion, you run the risk of suffer-
ing adverse health effects,

Beginning in May, 1987
Osceola's drinking waterhas tested
above the health advisory level on
numerous occasions. The first time
(May, 1987) the level was 5.2, but
thenitdroppedto 1.3in Oct., 1987
and stayed below until June, 1990
when it jumped back to 15 PPB.

Tests in 1991 showed levels of
3.0in April,4.9inJune, 6.7 in July,
7.3 in August, 6.2 in September
and 4.9 in Oclober.,
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'L LAGCER YA ))l ujf niAd u-'ltgh' LE

As a result of high levels of
Atrazine and Bladex, the Deparnt-
ment of Natural Resources has put
Osceolaon athree year schedule to
bring i1s treatment facility toalevel
that Atrazine levels go below and
stay below the health advisory
level.

Whichearly estimates say could
cost in the area of $5 million,

Officials conducting the Osceola
meetng Thursday included Alan
Teel, Clarke County Extension
agent, Ed Zahnow and Gary Sams
of DuPont and Kevin Bishop of the
Clarke County Soil Conservation
Distnict.

DuPont officials are in Osceola
on their own and, Arthur Miller,

——
“DuPont feels some
responsibility for
the problem and we
have a corporate
policy . . . to clean
up the water.”

ARTHUR MILLER
Public affairs consultant

-
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Senior Public Affairs Consultant
said his firm is here because, "We
are supporting the elimination of
Atrazine from the Westlake water-
shed.

"We are in Osceola because,
first, situations like the Osceola
problem are starting to appear in
other agncultural watersheds.

"DuPont feels some responsi-
bility for the problem and we have
a corporate policy related to stew-
ardship that tells us to clean up the
walter.

"Third, 1t1s a great leaming ex-
penence. We will know how to
deal with water problems in the
future.”

DuPont has been testing the wa-
ter and sending representation 10
Osceola at its own expense.

As a result of studies, and meet-
ing of a coalition of people from
DuPont, the extension service, city
water officials, commercial deal-
ers and soil district representatives,
an action plan was created.

In a nutshell it calls for elimina-
tion of Atrazine.

The West Lake Action Plan is
to:

1. Voluntarily eliminate the use
Atrazine and reduce the use of
Bladex.

2. Introduce altemnative herbicide
programs which are environmen-
tally compatible in terms of water
quality. Avoid switching to herbi-
cides that may cause contamina-

tion again in a few years.
3. Continue to implement and en-
courage conservation tillage and
soil saving practices. Such as no-
till, contouning and strip-cropping.
4. Continue to monitor (test) for
pesticide contamination.
5. Continue to communicate
progress to Incal and state authon-
Lies.

It was explained at both meet-

| ings that Atrazine can be elimi-

lowered 1o safe levels bol cost s
the Tacuor,

Different levels of Altmzine ox
iIst. The least expensive ame the
ones that are least safe. The higher
priccd herbicides, with Alrazine
ingredients are higher.

The cost of using herbicides
ranges from $25 per acre, for the

least safe, to $45 per acre for the
safer herbicide.

Also discussed were ideas to
help operators in the watershed to
afford the cost of the more expen-
sive herbicide.

Ideas were discussed ranging
from using money aimed at putting
$5 million of equipment into the
water treatment plant fora subsidy
for farmers, to lenders allowing
lower interest rates on operating
loans to farmers for herbicide.

Alrazine levels arc currently yvol-
untary
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Officially the W
Quality Planning Project is a joint
effort between the Division of Soil
Conservation, Iowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship,
Soil Conservation Service, United
States Department of Agriculture,
and the lowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources in cooperation with
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency to improve
water quality in West Lake.

What all that really means is,
the West Lake Water Quality Plan-
ning Project, better known as "the
project” is a unique method of en-
couraging farmers to change their
methods of farming.

There are 6,300 acresinthe West
Lake Watershed. About 3,000
acres were used for continuous row
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Other methods include con-
touring and terracing.

Dono-till and contouring work?

"The average soil loss was 9.7
tons per acre, per year before the
project.” Bishop said. "That's a
bunch of soil. Last year, for the
people coming into the project, the
loss was three tons per acre per
}'Eal’,"

If you remember that example
of ten dimes equaling the loss of
top soil in the watershed, you can
remove the top seven now and that
is the amount of dirt lost annually
per acre for land in the project.

"Our goal is to have at least
2,000 acres involved in the project
before we're done,” Bishop added.

Bishop explained the project is
funded for five years and produc-
ers are paid to enter their land into
the program.,

"Farmers are businessmen,”
Teel said. "They've made a living
out there for 30 years. What we're
asking them to do is change their
practices. We're asking them (o
stop using the cheapest and most
effective herbicide.”

"In order for this to work it has
to remain profitable,” Teel noted
"What we're doing i1sn't any dif-
ferent than someone going 1o
Robinson's and telling them, they
can't use their adding machine
anymore, but they're supposed 10
use this type of machine which
they have never used and may not
be as efficient,”

"It has to remain profitable for
the farmers, Teel said.

Producers sign up for five years
and are paid up front to put land
into the project. They are bound to
the project, by contract, for five
years. If they discontinue the prac-
tices required, they are forced to
pay the money back.

"Producers change their prac-

tices in this project,” Teel said.
"Especially if you go to no-till.
The first year or two the producer
expects some problems. By year
three their patience gets a little
thin. We figure if we get a guy to
stay in this program five years, it is
the best chance we have of getting
him to use this practice perma-
nently."

Bishop noted the project is
unique and has the attention of alot
of people.

"This is a pilot project,” Bishop
said. "It has never been done be-
fore. Agencies have never come
together to do something like this
before. We've had four visits from
officials out of Washington, D.C.
and we constantly have state people
reviewing this project. There are a
lot of proposals, in a lot of places,
for a project similar to ours."

Teel added, "The thing to stress
here is, it is a volunteer project.
The EPA could come in here to-
morrow, if they wanted to, and tell
farmers that herbicides are re-
stricted. The chemical levels at
West Lake have already tested high
enough, long enough, the EPA
could do that."

"The words water quality and
regulation are synonymous, but
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there is no regulation,” Teel said.
"Kevin doesn't go out there with a
regulation in his back pocket say-
ing we have to do this. We have
producers wanting, voluntarily,
without regulation, to improve
water quality.”

"I think i1t is remarkable they
didn't run us off with a gun,” Teel
noted. "I don't think people realize
the effort West Lake Watershed
producers are putting into this
project.”

The bottom line could be, ac-
cording to both Teel and Bishop, is
a savings in dollars at the water
treatment plant.

"The project was designed to
stop sediment going to West Lake,
butif we keep the soil in the fields,
we keep the chemical in the fields,"
Bishop said.
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Unique plan to clean up
Osceola water source gets
lots of federal, state attention

BY JOHN EBERLINE

It may have started as a dream
over a cup of coffee, but the West
Lake Water Quality Planning
Project has become the center of
attention for numerous state and
federal agencies, and a key ele-
ment in cleaning up Osceola's
drnnking water.

Officially the West Lake Water
Quality Planning Project is a joint
effort between the Division of Soil
Conservation, lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship,
Soil Conservation Service, United
States Department of Agriculture,
and the lowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources in cooperation with
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency to improve
water quality in West Lake.

What all that really means is,
the West Lake Water Quality Plan-
ning Project, better known as "the
project” is a unique method of en-
couraging farmers to change their
methods of farming.

Thereare 6,300 acresin the West
Lake Watershed. About 3,000
acres were used for continuous row

crop farming prior to the develop-
ment of the project.

Prior to the project beginning,
the annual soil loss in the watershed
was 9.7 tons per acre per year, If
you cannot get a grasp on how
much topsoil 9.7 tons per acre per
year is, imagine ten dimes stacked
on top of one another, Those ten
dimes measure the same as 9.7
tons of topsoil spread across an
acre of land.

So how did this project begin?

"It started as a dream," Clarke
Courty Extension Agent Alan Teel
said. "Keith Edwards and 1
dreamed it up over a cup of coffee
when we were talking about sedi-
ment problems."

The drcam started in 1978.
When Iowa initiated the REAP
(Resource Enhancement and Pro-
tection) funds through lottery
monies, Teel and Edwards decided
to write a plan and apply.

The onginal project was de-
signed to work primarily on silt-
ation problems at West Lake.

“We gol started talking about
this during a real dry year. The

lake was down and there were alot
of problems at the lake. The basic
reason for loss of water was siltation
and that sparked this project, " Teel
said.

“In 1987 we hit a year, like last
year, when we had a lot of rain and
a lotof run off," Teel noted. "Then
chemicals came into the picture.
This project is basically designed
lo keep top soil from leaving the
ficlds and ending up in West Lake,
but it can also, as a side benefit,
decrease the herbicides going into
West Lake."

When the project received
REAP funds, Kevin Bishop was
hired to head up the program in
Nov. 1990. Bishop's first meeting
wilth walershed farmers came in
Jan. 1991,

And what has happened since
has amazed state and federal offi-
cials and even Teel.

“We thought if we had 500 acres
sign up the first year it would be a
smashingsuccess,” Teel said. "The
farmers accepted this thing very,
very well, which is evident in the
sign-up. We thought it would be

West Lake Watershed Invoives
the cooperation of farmers to
reduce chemical run-off into city
water supply.

three or four years before we got to
the 65 percent sign-up level."

The first year 949 acres of wa-
tershed acreage was committed to
the project and another 300 acres
came in on a volunteer basis.

To sign up, producers had to
agree o go to adifferent method of
farming from row crop. The most
common, and the one Bishop en-
courages is no-till. It means just
what it says. The field is not tilled,
which is a drastic change from
normal Iowa farming methods.
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Look at more reservoirs

to prepare for Clarke's future

Osceola will add 2,000 people by year 2030;
look for new lake sites to supplement West Lake

BY JOHN EBERLINE

While most attention the past
few months has been focused on
contaminants in Osceola'’s drink-
ing water, plans for development
of a new reservoir to supplement
storage at Wesl Lake have been
developed.

City officials and its waterboard
know they must solve contaminant
problems in the water, namely low-
ering Atrazine and Bladex levels,
and they know they must have
chemical levels back to safe drink-
ing levels within a given time frame
demanded by the Department of
Natural Resources.

But that has not slowed plan-
ning of future water needs and
someume in the next ten years,
plans call for construction of anew
Meservoir, not to replace West Lake,
but to supplement it.

The reservoir will be built at a
yet undetermined site, but six sites
have been tabbed as likely loca-
tions.

Three potential sites are located
in the Whitebreast Watershed and
three in the Squaw Creek Water-
shed,

Why, when the city is likely
facing millions of dollars of work
and in equipment to get chemical
levels down to safe dosages, is
consideration being given to new
water storage facilities?

Because a study shows the
present water system will not be
able to keep up with demand into
the year 2030,

Keith Edwards, former District
Conservationist for the Soil Con-
servation Service in Osceola, now
heads the Red Rock Resource
Council in Indianola and explains
how things started.

Edwards said in March, 1988
the Soil Conservation Service was

requested by the soil and water
conservation district commission-
ers from six districts to identify
and present information concern-
ing water and related land resource

problems in the drainage area of
Lake Red Rock.

A study of the Lake Red Rock
Basin, which includes Clarke

County, was initiated 1o provide a
concentrated investigation of the
uncontrolled drainage area up-
stream of Red Rock Dam and res-
ervoir. Particular concemns invest-
gated included flood damage, soil
erosion, lack of watersupply, infe-

rior water quality, and sedimenta-
tion problems. Lack of adequate
water supplies are primarily a re-

sd[nfunjfunnlypourquajity aqui-

fers, which leaves most of South-
em lowa, including Clarke County,

dependent upon surface reservoirs.

West Lake, Osceola's storage
reservoir, was built in the 1930s
and has a withdrawal capacity of
1,513 acre-feet, which means the
reservoir has a storage Capacity of
about two and a half years of de-
mand.

A preliminary engineering re-

port by Howard R. Green Com-
pany, consulting engineers for
Osceola, showed the currentl y 306
acre West Lake will not adequately
meet Osceola's water needs past
the year 2030,

Population predictions show a
growth for Osceola of 2,000
people, plus any added industry
will put more strain on the current
walter supply and storage system,

Edwardssaid Osceola requested
the Soil Conservation Service,
Water Resources Planning Staff
investigate surface waterimpound-
ments for future water for the muy-
nicipality.

“We approached the study, first
from a water storage need,”
Edwards said. "We asked what the
needs would be in 20-10-30 years,
what the population will be and if

current water systems could be ex-
panded to meet needs in the fu-
ture.”

The answers said Osceola'’s wa-

lersystem would need Supplemen-
tal help from of an additional res-
ervoir.
: Three sites were selected
in the White Breast Creek Water-
shed. One ig located two miles
southwest of Osceola, while the
other two are dpproximately fiye
miles southeast of Osceola.

Three sites on Squaw Creek are
located west of Interstate 35 about
Seven miles northwest of Osceola.

The Squaw Creek sites have
been tabbed as likely favored Spots
for the reservoir because the drain-
ageof the 12,000 acre walershed s
primarily timber and pasiure, while
White Breast Watershed is 80 per-

cent row crop,

Plamca]lfnrancanhdam o be

constructed at which ever site 1S
selected.

No decisions have been made
onwhenorwheretolocate the dam
and reservoir, but the study gives
the city the option of making a
decision before demand outstrides
supply.
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Teel accepts
West Lake
Project job

Decisions have not been made
yet on job description details for
the Clarke County Extension agent
yet, but the good news is AlanTeel
is back in the local office 100 per
cent of the me.

Teel accepted a position April 1
with the West Lake Water Quality
Project, the pﬂmpmgramhehc]ped
create that has goals of eliminating
silt and water contamination at
West Lake.

Teel's work load will consist of
35 percent time on the watershed
project and 65 percent on exten-

sion, work.
CORNERS . "T'll be coordinating the crop
Sony. from Iﬂwalgr?nELEdEHEMONY: Ma- industrial park th e management portion of the
bum lodges, conducted ge, Osceola and Wood-  offices and a pri at houses three federal agricultural project,” Teel said. "We'll be tak-
emony Friday at a new D?ﬁconw!stpne laying cer- was built he ﬁﬂv‘ait: accounting firm. The building ing a look at a number of areas in
ce building in Osceola’s ceola. andy Short Construction Co. of Os- : Eﬂppgﬁgumiq& lf‘nrcxmnphclwegl
working with farmers and 100K-
{) A - ing at fertility. One of the things )
: jfé’c_r&,‘da, /})_ , VF.L | e g we'll be doing is taking soil [ Zd# .-Ai/_ :
iy "\-{. o ("' . ; ¥ - - [ -~
: . A A samples.WeliwurkWimme farm- /; o d ,-X— \Ju(-’c;
ﬂ)‘{?ﬁ,.‘, / & 3 17 __f;;;‘.- 7.7 ers on fertility needs of the soil. Lol e ~

We'll be doing the same with weed I o 27 /97>
control and insect control and other '*{/3“-( 50, . ?/-"i
areas. The idea is to cut production
costs without cutting productiv-

ity.”




Watershed group
plans field day
on no-till

The "how-to’s” and "how-not-
to's” of no-ull and reduced tillage
crop production will be the topic of
a field day to be held Friday, June
12

'he field day will be sponsored
as part of the West Lake Water-
shed Project and will begin at 10
a.m. one quarter of a mile north of
Jack Nish's house---approximately
I 1/2 miles west and 1/2 mile north
of the Osceola water treatment
plant.

Topics to be discussed and ob-
served are no-till and reduced nll-
age practices, residue measure-
mient, and control of troublesome
weeds

Resource people will be pro-
ducers, ag-chem dealers, and Ex-
tension and Soil Conservation
Service personnel.

NO-TILL FARMING: jack Nish (kneeling) talks a
farming procedures he and others in the West Lake watershed have
adapted which has reduced the flow of silt. Nish, John Webb (right),
Marlow '‘Bub’ Peterson (second from left) are members of the West Lake
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bout no-till

Water Quality Planning Project steering committee, Steve Reynolds is a

farmer from south of Osceola who is changing to no-till procedures

Alrazine used on crops in the West Lake watershed was reduced to eight

gallons this year

Change on watershed farms
helps quality of Osceola water

West Lake project off to fast start in reducing chemical levels

BY JOHN EBERLINE

If silt levels and chemicals con-
tnue to plague Osceola’s water
supply at its source, West Lake,
statistics show itis going to be very
difficult to point a finger of blame
at producers in the watershed.

And therein lies a success story
that has caught attention of gov-
emment officials from Des Moines
to Washington, D.C

It 1s a well known fact that
chemical content at West Lake has
exceeded levels the government
consider as hazardous, but it is a
lesser known fact that much has
been done to solve the problem
and it has been done through the

cooperation of farmers in the wa-
tershed

Two years ago the West Lake
Water Quality Planning Project
was started. Its goal was to change
the methods farmers used in their
fields to save soil, thus reduce silt
flowing to West Lake.

The program was designed as a
soil saving project. The attention
to chemical problems came after
the program was initiated.

How has it worked?

Statistics show the levels of
Atrazine and Bladex, the two big-
gest herbicide culprits, have been
reduced significanty. Test con-
ducted at the lake show Atrazine
levels at 2.4 (May) and 2.5 (June)
P.P.B. The level considered haz-
ardous is 3.0 parts per billion
Bladex levels were 4.0 in both May

and June The narardous level 101
Bladex is 1IDOPPRB

}.-_ eI moTr l;‘.’_.]_rl.".'__"‘.‘-||-.':-'n -*.'l_"ll
the pro nas worked towards the
. [

goal for which it was onginally
m T”"f!_ IT.B3 LOns Ll-r. h-;- ~.|;r|l
peracre flowed to West Lake from

3.743 acres producers worked in
thc Wexg L.ak: o i Iinn 15452
that level dropped 1o 7.70 tons of
:_L|]_r-.-|l'F|v\F o

T'he reason?

Moew Tarming: psractic CICOL
.:I"'_'l:'ni b3y i West Laka YWontlei

Quality Planndnisg Froject and 1

his time on the project, said, "This
1S NOt an easy thing to do. Itis a
different way of doing things. Itis
more complicated than justbuying
a new planter to go to the no-till
Sysiem. You adapt to the weather
You adapt 1o soil conditions.
Timing becomes the key factor.”

John Webb, a member of the
project's steering commitiee, was
familiar with no-till practices. "I
had some hill land I didn't want to
plow and I gotinterested init about
ten years ago."

Webb added, "I started no-till
on the project because of soil loss.
When I leave, I want to leave the
soilin better shape than I found it."

Jack Nish, also a memberof the
steering commuttee,, said, "In the
com I'm sausfied with no-till. I'm
not satisfied withit yetinthe beans,
because of weeds.

“Thisiseveryone's problem, not
just the farmer. Ididn't start no-till
just because of the water condi
tons. SCS pushed no-till, but the

- e m—

“When 1 leave. 1

want 1o lecave the soil

chemical problem out. My com
cost me $31 an acre for weed kill
this year. Last year it costs $17.50
an acre.”

Nishis talking about 84 acres of

corn and the cost difference going
from conventional row crop
farming to no-till and post apph-
cation Extrazine, is $1,134.

Post application Extrazine is a
chemicalthatis put on weeds when
they start to grow, rather than put
into the soil when land is tilled.

Bishop says the no-till effort is
being watched, not only in Des
Moines and Washington, D.C., but
by other producers in Clarke
County,

"There are 15 or 20 producers
who have grasped the concept of
what we're doing out here. Some
have gone to no-till and others are
thinking about it," Bishop said.

One such producer i1s Steve
Reynolds, who lives south of Os-
ceola and not in the project

Revnnlds <aid. "I'm not in the
PrOeOT T Ut T I O O
POst application herbicide) next
vear. I don't like Atrazine, And 1
don’t like depending on rainfall
Accent docsn't need rainfall o

acuvale. Alvo, | read somewhere n
day ortwo afler vou Yhray Ax

T,

IL 1% gOne
201l loss coan be prevenied i
no-1ll farming oiractice X )y ||.-|,“

higherpercentage of watercoming
from surface sources than wells,
Most water systems [o the south
and east of us have quit using their
systems and gone to rural water
from Rathbun. The problem wasn't
so much chemical as their lakes
were silting in.

"New water projects, like the
Three Mile Lake west of Murray,
start working on silting and
chemical problems before they fill
the lake. Most try to get no-till and
other systems started ahead of de-
velopment of the lake,

"QOurproblemistreatable. When
you get into wells for water sources
you have a problem. You don't
know how much 1s in the well or
where it is coming from. It 1s hard
to find a source of contamination
because of filtering through the
soil. I think surface systems are

- -
AasieT o wrnrk anth

“OTSIIOp aooen, o nmake 1t

simple, Nearly everything south
ol Interstate 80 is having prob-
lems. Siliation problems or

chemical problems. Just all kinds
of problems.”

S0 what about the chemicaly?

Producers in the Wesy Lake
pProject used 442 gallons of Al

azine for weed control in 1991,

officials, will restrictions on Atr-
azine be avoided or are restrictions
on their way?

Teel said, "We already have
some restriction on the use in some
areas, I think that was a first step.
My opinion is, if you have a
problem that even smells of car-
cinogens and cancer, use will be
restricted.”

Nish added, "Atrazine use is
down already. If farmers don't cut
down, they probably will put a
limit on us."

Reynolds said, "I think they will
restrict it. Public opinion dictates
and when the public sees it in their
food and water, it will probably be
restricted.”

Teel noted, "There is a provi-
sion in the 1990 farm bill requining

people to record amounts of E:gd-
uct they buy and use. WE know

product makes Il 1o a restncuve |

uselabel, that willbe the triggenng
factor. Inthe next five years youll

scc a lotof restncions put on that

ype of matenal”

Mish added, "People need o
realize 1t is everybody's problem,

not just our problem ™

Bishop added, "The problem is

main noew practice iy no-ull Gurm .
ing i better shape than 1
When Kevin ll-:ulu:-p wias hared
o head the project the poal was 1o
gct 2. 35(N) acres sipgned upy A
working within lNve vears Fusi
IwO years afler the project started,
ovoer 1,700 acres, or two thirds the
orriginal ozl have signed on

projecihas proven, bat whiat about
chemicals in the waley (

Teel Raldl, I he

oL unigque o just West Lake and

wilth cooperation clsewhere, like
we've had from e

e lmnm n
Uhe West Lake wale ;alotcan

De done towards solvin A |

In 1992 that figure dropped o
an amazing eight gallons.
ithe WestLake projectis being
walched so closely by govemment

sOuthoem vwo
ners Oof countic

. & . i Loowgy RVeE §
found it o AR &

—John Webh
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Atrazine level at
West Lake is high

again. Or is it?

Chemical levels at West Lake
have been lower in 1992 than in
1991 and Atrazine levels were be-
low federal hazardous levels until
June.

And the June reading has offi-
cials who are working with
Osceola's water scatching their
heads.

Readings of Atrazine were be-
low dangerous levels in May (2.5
PPB) and April (2.4 PPB) and
barely above the 3.0 designated
danger level in March at 3.8 PPB.

What has officials involved in
the project scratching their heads
is the fact Atrazine levels rose at
all. There was very little rain in
May to cause runoff and Atrazine
usage in the West Lake Watershed
was been cut dramatically.

For over a year DePont has also
been testing water at West Lake
and their readings have matched
the test labs readings, until the last
test.

DuPont's testing showed Atr-
azine levels below 3.0 PPB.

ATRAZINE LEVELS

(Parts per billion)
Month 1991 1992
June 4.9. 5.6
May 3.0 25
April 4.7 24
March 6.0 38
February 6.0 4.5
January 8.4 43

Will elect two Clarke
soil commissioners

Terms of two Clarke County
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict. Commissioners expire this
year,

Successors will be elected at the
general election. They will serve
six year terms beginning January
1993.

Any qualified elector residing
in Clarke County, including towns,
is eligible for the office of com-
missioner, except thatnomore than
one commissioner may be a resi-
dent of any one townshup.

Incumbent commissioners are
Donald Bennink, Green Bay
Township; Terry L, Boles, Doyle
Township; and LuElla Pontier,
Ward Township. Therefore, resi-
dents of these townships would not
be eligible for office at this time,

Prospective candidates seeking
the office must file nomination

petitions in the same Manner as for
other elective positions at the
general election, except that no
political party is designated.

Nomination petitions can be
obtained from the County Auditor.
These petitions, signed by 25 eli-
gible electors, must be filed with
the County Auditor at the Clarke
County Court House no later than
S p.m. on Aug. 26.

Soil and water conservation
district commissioners Serve
without salary and guide the over-
all soil and water conservation
program in the county.

For further information about
the responsibilities of a commis-
sioner, contact the Clarke County
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trictoffice, 709 Fumas Drive, Suite
3, Osceola.
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Reports
flow in

on crop
damage

BY RANDY BROWN

County, state and federal offi-
cials are still working at the bottom

linein assessing damage caused by
flash floods in the Clarke County
area earlier this month.

One of five counties originally
named in a disaster proclamation
issued by lowa Gov. Terry
Branstad, local officials say dam-
age in Clarke County was signifi-
cant, but could have been much
worse,
 Theeight countics now included
in the disaster proclamation in-
clude: Adams, Clarke, Decatur,
Lucas, Monroe, Ringgold, Union
and Wayne counties,

"We didn't have the dramatic
things like Chariton and Corydon
had,” said Bart Griffith, Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Conserva-
tion Service county executive di-
rector. "We didn't have trains
floating off their tracks, and we
weren't flooded-in on four sides."

Still, Griffith said, damage 10
Clarke County crops and agricul-
tural structures was “tremendous.”
He estimated 5,000 acres of agn-
cultural Jand was affected by the
flooding, with 80 percent of the
crops in that area lost or damaged.
The flood plain centered on the
White Breast Creek arca: most
damage occured in the southem
half of the county.

"Beans are just gone," said |
Gnffith. "Com is a maybe — if it |
Starts smelling in a week, we'll [
know it's gotten down into the |
husk "

County Extension Director Alan
Teel said Clarke County as a whole
usua]lysplitsnulal4[lpcrﬂcmsny~
beans and 60percentcom, although
whether those percentages apply

*I:r? u11e I:It?c-t_] plain area 1s unclear.
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waters bent and twisted a 10-foot culvert under the be paid for by Clarke or Decatur county. The outlet
county-line road east of Weldon. County officials end (see picture at left) appeared undamaged.

MORE ON CROP

FROM FRONT, SECTION A
drying weather. Some may have to
wait until after frost to harvest."

Looking for some silver lining
to the Clarke County cloudburst,

Teel said soil erosion was mini-
mized both by the season and by
farmers themselves.

"If we had to get 16 inches of
rain, it was one of the better times
o get it in terms of erosion. We
were pretty much at maximum
foliage," Teel said. "First. it stopped
or broke the force of the raindrops
hitting the ground. Then, we had a
lot of matenial to slow the force of
the water running."

Farmers who implemented soil-
saving techniques also limited po-
lential damage to their fields, Teel
said.

"Those farmers that did con-
touring and put strips in, it's going
to be a lot better for them," he said.
"Those methods work, even under
severe conditions — though not
quite as well."”

Teel said farmers will have to

TEORIed Crop Management € oor-

d.ln;_l_:nr for the recion Ooctober 1

_ Farmers should wartch their

fieclds for signs of stalk el and
mold in coming weeks, Tee! said.

The com would have had (o have

been really Erecn and Light 1o k ccp
the water out,” he said.

The 1992 harvest, already weeks
behind schedule, has been pPrished
by the fooding even further back
on the calander. "The problem is
getung in al the crops,” Teel saicd

We're just not going ro have good

“CONTINUED FRONT SECTION B
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extent ol their emosion problems,
"Ive ot a feeling that farmers are
going 1o find ditches where they
haven't before,” he said. "It's going
to be dirty, and there's going to be
a lot of debris in those fieclds. ™
Hayfields werg not affected by

the flooding, Teel said, unless al-
falfa had been cut and left to dry.
"If there were cut hay laying out,
that'd be the third cutting and that's
gone. The plant itself should have
survived,” Teel said. "If the water
had stayed for a week, it'd be dif-
ferent.”

Gnffith said baled hay either
floated downstream or was de-
stroyed. "We didn't think they'd
float, but some did," he said. "Oth-
ers got soaked and sank, and are
unusable."

There have been no reports of
lost livestock resulting from the
flooding, Griffith said.

"I don't know of any livestock
that have been lost, but there's a
few guys out there that haven't
quite found all theirs vetr" Teel
said. "Some cattle got back in the
timber."

Ron White of the Osceola Vet-
erinary Clinic said while he was
not aware of any cattle deaths
caused by drowning in flood wa-
ters, lightning strikes during the
storms did cause over 10 animal
injuries and deaths in the area.

be ab increased nisk for discase
because of the Nood=, "To have
any problems with disease, you
neced standing water,"” he =ald
"Standing water for us menns
maybe a month or more ™
Structural damage caused by the

flood is difficult to get a handle on,
Gnffith said. "It's hard to evaluate
something until you can see it," he
said. Gniffith is attempting to col-
lect damage reports on structures
such as terraces, ponds and wells.

The ASCS office continues to
collect reports of crop, cattle and
structure damage at 342-2162,
Gnifith said people should report
specific numbers of acres or ani-
mals affected, or specifications of
structures damaged by the flood-
ing.
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Crews ar
on county

BY RANDY BROWN

Clarke County crews arc work-
ing overtime 10 gel Clarke County
back on the road again.

Assistant Clarke County Engi-
neer Richard McKnight said Crews
have worked extended hours and
weekends in an attempt Lo repairas
quickly as possible roads and
bridges damaged 1n this month's
flooding.

McKnightsaid 251030 milesof
county road were damaged by the
water, "200 to 500 feet stretches at
a time." A total 47 bndges werc
damaged by the flooding, he said.
Six bridges, five public and onc a
private dnve maintained by the
county, were washed away com-
pletely.

County Supervisor Steve Smith
said, "We've really got10 handitto
[County Executive Secretary|
Harold Saddoris, the county engi-
neer, and all our secondary road

Tuesday.

HEAD: Clarke County Supervisor Steve Smith
bridge during another flood damage assessment

e awash in repair effort
's bridges an

McKnight said crews had al-
ready reopened six bridges as of
"With any luck, and if
the weather bears with us, wecould
get all the bridges repaired by win-
ter," he said, "but that's optimis-

tour. "I've pu
Forty-seven bridges were damag
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Clarke bus dnvers werc issued
maps of the county with damaged
areas marked.

After bus routes, CrEws worked
to establish access 10 residences
isolated by flood damage. "They
may have to take the long Wway

nc.
/
« We could get all the bridges repaired

by winter — bult that’s optimistic.”

—Richard McKnight

Assistant Clarke County engineer

Damage to the bnidges varied,
McKnight said, from erosion al
one or both ends, causing gaps
from four to 40 feet wide and two
to 20 feet deep.

School bus routes were repaired
first, McKnight said, to cut down
on travel time and tax dollars spent
on fuel, Before school bus service

around forawhile,” McKnight said,
"but they can get ouL.”

McKnight said Clarke County
residents should continue to dnve
carefully on secondary roads. "ln-
stead of the usual 50 mph speed
limit, itmight be wisertodoitat35
or 45 — especially at night,” he
said.
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d roads

heen marked, McKnight said,
drivers shouldn't take achance that
someone has moved a barricade
__ or that the barricade isn't there
for a reason.

"Some people decide the barri-
cades would be something neat 10
have and walk off with them,” he
said. "Then, they later decide they
aren't so neat and we find them in
a ditch somewhere.”

Also, while roads and bridges
may be repaired, McKnight said,
settling may causc unexpected
drop-offs in the dnving surface.
Any such condition may be re-
ported to the county engineers
office at 342-2716.

Repair estimates for the county
are not yet available, McKnight
said, though he predicts the final
Clarke County total at approxi-
mately $1.5 million. "It COSIS
$1.500afoottoputin abridge,and
we're talking bnidges of upto S0 or

60 feet," he said,
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Victims work
to reverse
flood’s effect

Police officer and wife help
neighbor escape during storm

BY FRANK MORLAN

Four Osceola families are try-
ing to put their lives back together
today after their homes were rav-
aged by flood waters of South
Breast Creek.

The task will not be easy.

For the Larry and Rhonda
Hamilton family it will mean liter-
ally starting over after their house
was damaged be-

"She didn't want to leave,” he
recalls. "Now we're glad she did."

Lewis drove her car to higher
ground. By the time she and Ham-
tlton left she was pushing water
with her headlights.

"l was behind her in a four-
wheel drive. I could have pushed
her if the car stalled,” he said.

She went to the home of her son,

Dale, and his

yond repair.
For Dorothy

Lewis it means uShf:f dldn‘t want

recuperating

fromfloodwaters | {O leave.

19 inches deep in
her home on the

southedgeof 0s. | LNOW we're glad

ceola.

For Lewisitis | She did.”

aparticularly dis-
couraging task.
Her house was

— Larry Hamilton
Police officer, flood victim

wife, Brenda in
Osceola. Another
son, Richard, and
his wife, Denise,
came from Run-
nells to aid the
family members
in the clean ap.

"They've all
been wonderful,”
she said.

"“This week has
been something

also damaged by
floods in 1981,

She doesn't want to move. Who
would guess that the two worst
floods 1n a century would happen
within years of each other?

"What's a person to do?", she
asked as she shrugged her shoul-
ders and looked at the carpets and
fumiture drying on the lawn,

She and her husband moved to
the acreage in 1975. He died three
years ago.

While property damage was
¢xtensive, no one was hurt or
drowned.

It could have easily happened.
Hamilton, an Osceola police offi-

cer got off duty at 11:30. At mid-
night the familv decided thev had

TR R e
The Hamiltons have four chil-
dren: James 11, Joseph B, Joshua
6. and Jemica 2.
Hamilton, aftermaking surc his
f.umll'y Was secure, wont to the
Lewis home,

clse,” she said
looking back at the storm which
dumped up to 16 inches of rain in
the White Breast Creek watershed.

Officially, Osceola received
12.34 inches of rain since Sept. 14,
1992,

Hamiltons stayed with a friend,
Mary Britt, until they could move
a travel trailer to their homestead.
They will probably attempt to re-
place their mobile home, "We like
the location,” Rhonda Hamilton
said.

The Hamilton's home was
pushed ol its foundation. Allwood
in the structure buckled. "The floor

1s like a roller coaster,” Rhonda
said.

Furmnitim fall anart at the came
T TITHIWETY sworiremrsnor— _———

Rhonds Hamilion attempited to
save as much clothing as possible.
"I washed for three straight days.”
she said.

The families have no insurance

coverage for Mood damage,

DAMAGED HOME: Belongings of Dorothy like a new water heater that had not been hooked up,

Lewis of Osceola were pulled from her water-logged were lost. The Lewis home is located on hi
house. Some articles will be saved she said. Others, on the south edge of town. B




He loses crops,
she loses house,
they feel lucky

Couple takes on Inch
tal es of
water during Clarke floods

This has not been
a
for Jeanene L;_lib and Mgl?fdGif;ar
i;ma-;lheg a4 wind and hail stﬂﬁ:n
sfashed through the New Virginia

area this summer hi i
rectly in the palhr,hls 0

:II“?F Crops were lost.
Uus week he and Laib ar
" T 1' E -‘
ixcs.:s:ng the damage caused wh?n
fer house had more than eight

through their home,

"It started coming i
R ( in
g clock. By 4 it was Elmil?g:[ :
ack down. " Geis said. .5

He was tryi
house Frida;,rr.1mrlg S il

Laib his fiancee, w 1

Y » Was at he
rllhc Area Education Agencyrjugl'ﬂ
a5 worked for the AEA f;::r 19

inches of cars,
and ﬂﬂc?l!ir?;::amr soaked the carpet ; The water came withi
1 ) : 1thin I
Ricould have been worse i ng thehouse's elctrica
sie¢ and Terry o g
door ﬂeighhors,n-t{u?dﬂgi} "f-'-‘:jt Fornowitisa matter of i
closer to the White Breast Crz‘:k the house dried. e

After lookin
house, Geis wasg i
were lucky."

On the south edge of Osceola, had

the Morri
more than four feet of water go e

able to say "We

Couple weathers plant closing
only to lose everything to flood

Elsie and Terry Morris sal in a
truck on Highway 69 and watched
as more than four feet of rampag-
ing water flowed through their
house on the south edge of Os-
ceola.

The Department of Transporta-
tion truck provided a shelter for the
Osceola family while keeping mo-
torists from driving into the flood
walers.

The couple lost everything ex-
cept a few clothes.

"] worked at Jimmy Dean. Now
this," said Elsie Mormis.

"This year has been like one,
two, three strikes and you're out,”

"We had just bought some new

appliances. We had just paid off
the washer and drycr,” she said,

Nothing, except a few clothes
was saved, Water llowed overthe
kitchen stove. A miCrow.ive oven
was full of water. Fumace and water
heater were ruined. Fumiture, in-
cluding some antiques were badly
damaged.

Her husband is employed at
Highway Lumber. A company
truck, along with Morris' car and
pickup were destroyed by the
floods.

He was hurt when he tried to
move the car. Flood waters jammed
the door against his leg.

The couple were probably the
first in the flooded area to realize
there were going to be problems. It
was still daylight Monday when I
saw the water coming,” she recalls.

Nothing escaped the damages.
The couple's well was contami-
nated.

She and her husband movedto a
dog kennel in the back yard. It was
on higher ground. The water kept
climbing. They found safety in the

e e W, s

7/24/72

DOT truck where they spent the
night.

They have temporarily moved
into an apartment above Dr. Harris'
dental office. Their daughter,
Sherry Watson, and three grand-
children live in Osceola.

"We'll have to move back. We
don't have any other choice. We'll
still have to make payments evenif
we moved. And now I haven't got
a job," she said.
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Clarke County road crews continue to work overtime to
repair bus routes and access roads to isolated homes and
farms. Forty-seven bridges were damaged during the
floods, with six bridges washed away entirely. On the

4

-

map above, missing bridges are marked in red. Sites J-1
and DS-11 are I-beam bridges that are missing decking.
Site L-4 is a private driveway that is maintained by the
county.
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Crews were busy repairing
the Burlington Northern rail-
road tracks at Lucas this week.
Last week's floods pushed rail-
road cars off the track. They
can be seen behind the repair
crews of lTowa Southern Utili-
ues.
The damaged line forced |
Amtrak to be rerouted. The
tracks did provide a type of
levy however, saving Lucas
from another ten feet of water
coming into tow.

The flood wateralso closed
highway 34 near Lucas.

White Breast Creek over-
flowed at Osceola closing
highway 69 onthe southedge
of town (at left).
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DAMAGE SURVEY: statc Rep. Jack Beaman and Clarke County

Supervisor Steve Smithsurvey the outlet of a 10-foot culvert damaged by
flood waters. While the pipe appeared to be unscathed from this end, the
inlet (see picture at right) presented another story.

USDA announces more
'90-'92 disaster relief

An additional $775 million in emergency funds for agricultural
disasters was recently released by the federal govemment, U.S. Depan-
ment of Agriculture officials announced.

The funds may be applied to crops losses incurred from 1990 to 1992,
and is in addition to $995 million in disaster assistance for 1990-91 Crops
announced last January.

Application period for disaster claims for fall-seeded program crops
planted in 1991 and harvested in 1992 will begin Sept. 8 and end Oct, 2,
1992.. Application period for producers of other 1992 crops and for
producers with 1990 and 1991 crops will begin Oct, 13, 1992 and end
Feb. 12, 1993,

“Producers will be eligible to apply for assistance for 1990, 1991 or
1992 losses," said Secretary of Agricuiture Edward Madigan. "However,
if producers received assistance for any of those years, they may not
receive further assistance for that Crop year. Producers who receive
payments for fall-seeded program crops will only be eligible for assis-
tance for 1992 crop losses."

Producers with crop insurance must have losses greater than 35
percent to be eligible for the relief. Those without insurance must have
losses greater than 40 percent.

Oducers interested in applying for relief should contact their county
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service.




Governor re
$3.6 million

lowa Goy Terry Brans
. ranstad an-
gnuna:_d he will ask for more lJ'?aI}}
33.6 million in federal aid to help
dnulh Central Towa recover from
dma £
mumhg.E Caused by floods last
The aid would pe la
,. : eted 1o-
;:grd public strucruresrgsuch :s
: ndges and roads, Crops, homes
and businesses would be covered
under other relief programs
Bran_:-:rad has said he w-ill re-
quest aid from the U s, Depart-
ment of Agriculture for farmers'
Irln.xr and damaged crops. If such aid
Wds provided, farmers who lost

Owners — could seek low.i
) W-i
federal loans through the F:nlilr:ﬂ
Home Adminisu‘aliun. ‘

qQuests over
for damage

Other business and home
;.:rs n‘m}r qualifiy for Iuw-inlg:;lt
0ans and grants offered by the
State Department of Economic
Dc;clnpmcm.
late Disaster Services direct
E.:Ii:ﬁ: ’E;nrgnn predicted a ﬁngir
mti]iu%, lotal may be more than $5
The Red Cross assista
ler set up in the Usceni:cgeg?{?r
Ccn[pr has closed up shop, orga-
nization officials unmuunccﬁ RLcd
Cross support is still available ei-
ther by Contacting the Des Moines
gfflc.:c. or the Clarke County
heriffs office, During its two-
week operation, the Red Cross

gathered data i
homes, on 51 damaged

A flood of h;oney

Iowa Gov. Terry Brandstad announced he will ask for $3.6

million in federal disaster aid following the flash floods that

ravaged South Central Iowa in September. The money would

be used to fix bridges, roads and other public structures.
Here's how the funds would break down by county:

CLARKE: ...c.icindsisnmurmsrmiinininna 020,000
DECALUT ....oeevvevevereenesseersseserssreeennseens D1, 16 million

L ICAS o i rssarstevsiviasssitornas e 3202:000
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DI OM i i cassanssscnivssassassisnanssinicns N inasinsone e 326000
VTR s o) sonnass ks remmasesrearsarnisra sntoen oz endd D LLOUN)

State disaster services officials estimate the final damages
will total more than $5 million.

ravassrennss 3307 1,000 I

The $3.6 million is the first estimate of damage caused by |
flooding, and includes only damage to public structures. |

|
I

L

(‘[:r P a0 ly 972

(('\)::.‘Lc.c,&“é/ﬁﬁ ‘S*’j';-ﬂg = {'j?'tg"‘



.

s
Lo

Interagency

forum scheduled

A forum to identify environ-
mental issues and problems unique
1o this area has been scheduled for
Thursday, Oct. 15,7:30 p.m. at the
Clarke Electric Cooperative meet-

INg room.

The forum is being sponsored
by the Clarke County Soil and
WaterConservation District Com-

missioners.

The public is urged to attend.
This idea-sharing session is a first
step in attaining the ultimate ob-
jective: securing a future of qual-
ity production and an increase in
the valued resources of Clarke
County said Lisa Cooper, district

soil conservationist

Areas that the Conservation
District can have an impact in-
clude soil and water resources,
recreational and wildlife resources,
land management practices and
the overall quality of life in south-

em lowa.
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County plans
road project

Board learns

some highway

assistance won'’t be available

BY RANDY BROWN

The Clarke County Board of
Supervisors moved this week to-
ward the possible condemnation
of some properties along the Neely
road, Project No. L-22E, in south-
eastern Osceola Township.

Plans call for the existing road
to be expanded from 40-foot to 80-
foot of right-of-way, and from 16
feet of dnving surface to 22 feet,
by spring 1993,

“The purpose of this project is
to make this road safe for travel,"
said County Assistant Enginner
Richard McKnight. "It definitely
solve the problem for school
buses."”

The county will buy permanent
easements on the properties at 2.5
times the assessed value of the
property, McKnight said.

McKnightsaid propertyowners
along the project have been con-
tacted regarding the project, which
will double the width of the road.
He said most of the property own-
érs.are walling to go along with the
project, without condemnation
procedures.

Property owners include: Craig
and Terri Barcus, Gary and Frances
Swanson, John and Pauline Neely,
Harold Fitzpatrick, Mary L.
Cummings and Maxine Page.

County Attomey Gary Kimes
said the condemnation process
would mirror procedures used
during the Star Line project. The
chief district judge will appoint a
commission of five members to
considerthe condemnation, he said.

McKnight said some property
owners wanted money up-front for
replacement of their existing
fences, and whether or not they
intend to replace the fences,

"We do not consider the fee
we're paying as damages to take
out a fence," said McKnight. "We
consider it a fee 1o assist with put-

- ting it back in."

The county will pay from $9 to
$11 a rod for fence replacement.
"That's about $1.50 less than it'd
costto putinnew," McKnight said.
Materials from old fence could be
reused, he said.

Supervisor Dennis Cheney said,
"Eleven dollars will still putitback
in if you use some discretion."

McKnight said the project will
ultimately help property owners in
the arca. "They're going to get the
fence rows cleaned out, but they're
also going to get a good road,” he
said.

“That's going 10 help properny
values."

FLOOD DAMAGE

Assistant County Engineer Ri-
chard McKnight told the board a
dollar figure for damage to county
roads and bridges caused by Sep-
tember flooding should be avail-
able by early November.,

While disaster assistance will
help with some projects, other as-
sistance from the federal highway
administration will not be avail-
able for second ary roads,
McKnight said. County officials
had hoped the damage caused by
the September floods would total
more than $500,000 to meet guide-
lines for such assistance,

McKnight said damage to such
areas in Clarke County will be ap-
proximately $250,000to $300,000.

SEPTIC LINES

The board also considered adis-
pule regarding septic line and tank
placements between Barb Green
and Jeff Webster. Both parties
contacted the state Department of
Natural Resources, board assistant
Harold Saddoris said, and were
referred (o the county.

The board moved to contract
with the Warren County sanitarian

I 1o invcstirgam the claims made by e

e contractor on Green's sSCp
bC project said he had stopped wark
unuladeterminationcould be made
as 1o whether the project could be
completed under code.

Supervisor Steve Smith said,
"I've had a couple of contraclors
tell me they won't go into a county
that isn't zoned and build just be
cause of situations like this ™

I'ne Clarke County Board ol
Health is currently investgating
whether or not 1o recommend the
creation ol a sanitartan position in

Clarke County

Clarke County farmers
working for better water

As the month of October is cel-
ebrated as National Clean Water
Month, farmers across the state are
voluntarily changing the way they
farm to reduce pollution and im-
prove water quality, according to
Lisa Cooper, District Conserva-
ponist in the Soil and Conserva-
tion Service in Clarke County.

On Oct. 18, 1972, Congress
passed the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act amendments
known as the Clean Water Act. In
honor of the 20th Anniversary of
the Clean Water Act, President
George Bush and Congress pro-
claimed October 1992 as Clean
Water Month and 1992 asthe Year
of Clean Water.

"West Lake Water Quality Pro-
tection Project is one of 50 water
quality projects across the state
that are working to protect, restore
and enhance lowa's lakes, streams,

nvers and reservoirs,” says Coo-
per. |
"Farmers are using less chemi-
cals, testing their soils, reducing
fertilizer use without reducing
yields and keeping field-to-ficld
records all in the name of better

water on their farms downstream.
The West Lake Project is a coop-
erative effort between several fed.-
eral, state and local agencies which
provide both technical and finan-
cial assistance and Clarke County
farmers who volunteer their time,
land and resources,” she adds.
Some of the agencies involved
include: Soil Conservation Ser-
vice, lowa State University Exten-
sion; lowa Department of Natural
Resources; Iowa Department of
Agniculture and Land Stewardship;
Division of Soil Conservation; and
the Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service.
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Q-Pond dam could put
bite on city for $82,000

ty must rehabilitate or eliminate

Dam failure imminent: C1

BY RANDY BROWN

The Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources will require the city
of Osceolato drain Q-Pond because
of an imminent dam failure caused
by flood damage in September,
city officials said.

City Administrator Dick
Blecker recommended to the
coungcil that the city begin to breach
the dam as early as today, Nov. 5,
.0 comply with a DNR letter dated
Oct. 26, requiring such action
within 10 days.

The city will then have 20 days
to determine whether it plans to
rehabilitate or remove the dam.

The Clarke County Soil Con-
servation Serviceis currently con-
ducting core sample tests on the
site for repair estimates. Blecker
said he will file for an extension
with the DNR 1o allow time for
those estimates.

"We're really not too sure of
what this i1s going to cost us,”
Blecker said.

Q-Pond, deeded to the city in
the 1950s, was originally created
by the CB&Q Railroad as a
reservior for servicing steam
locomotives at the Osceola stop.
Anunused 8-inch steel watermain
still runs from the lake, in the city's
northwest quadrant, to the Osceola
railway depot.

From the 1950s, community
volunteers tended Q-Pond until the
area became an official city park in
the late 1970s.

Floods overtopped the Q-Pond
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A BIG BITE: september floods washed outlarge damaged in 1987, was repaired at the time with

portions of the backside of the Q-Pond dam. The dam, materials the statc now considers unsuitable.

dam Sept. 15, washing outupto 12
feet of material from the down-
stream face of the embankment.
According to a DNR field inspec-
tion report, the water exposed a
significant amount of material
unsuitable for dam construction,
such as wood, shingles and plastic
debris. The reportnoted that much
of thismaterial was apparently used
to fill a washout in 1987.

“This material probably came
from the city's attempt to flatten
the downstream embankment face
with whatever material was avail-
able," wrote Dave Allen, an in-
spector for the DNR's flood plains
section.

A scparale survey by Federal
Emergency Management Agency
inspectors found the core of the
dam to be acceptable, Blecker said.

While the DNR says failure is
imminent, Blecker said. its condi-
tion does not pose a threat to either
nearby residences or Interstate-35.

The council was aware of potential
need to bring the dam up to current
state standards before the Sep-
tember floods, he said.

"It's not pure earth. There's a lot
of flotsam and jetsam. It's sand, it's
gravel, it's plastic, it's concrete,
and it's held in the past,” Blecker
said. "But what worked in the past
may not be sufficient — as we
found out with Grade Lake."

In 1990, the DNR required the
city plan to bring the Grade Lake
dam, south of Highway 34 and
within the Osceola city limits, up
to state standards. In 1991, a group
of private citizens pledged more
than $100,000 toward the reha-
bilitation of the lake and dam, with
the city donating $30,000.

When bids on the Grade Lake
project came back over original
estimates, council members opted
to delay letting bids. The council
plans to re-let hids in late winter.
With the twin demands of Grade

Lake and a municipal budget al-
ready stretched to the limit, Blecker
expressed concern about the city's
ability to pay for rehabilitating the
Q-Pond dam. )

"It's a useful commumty re-
source right now," he said. "The
decision we need to make is, what
kind of price do we want to put on
that?"

That price could be high.

PAYING THE PRICE
Assuming federal and state di-
saster aid would apply toward an
estimated $150,000 of emergency
repairs, Blecker said, the city's
potential share of the costs to bring
the dam up to pre-flood conditions
would be approximately $22,500,
or 15 percent of the repairs.
Assuming the Q-Pond project
would cost slightly more than the
rehabilitation of the Grade Lake
site, Blecker estimated the poten-
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While Blecker cautioned has
figures are based more On guess-
work than on-the-ground engi-
neering estimates, he said his
numbcrﬁpmmmapolenlial costof
$20 per city resident to rehabilitate
the dam.

And that's his best-case scenano.

"Pointis, thisis nolsomc mythi-
cal $82,000 that's sitting out there.
1t's something the people of Os-
ceola will have to pay for,” he said.
"We don't have thatkind of money
lying around.”

Osceola could fund the dam
project by raising a levy, using a
special assessment allowable under
current state-mandated tax freeze,
or by private donation, Blecker
said.

City Parks and Recreation Su-
perintendent Joe Grossman said
whateverthe price.msidtnlsshnuld
considerrehabilitating the Q-Pond
dam. "Even $80,000 is a drop in
the bucket when it comes to park
development,” he said.

"I'd hate for people to paint this
doom-and-gloom picture about Q-
Pond.” Grossman said. "People
raised the money privately for
Grade Lake, and now we have a
park that's been in existence for
over 10 years in need of repair.”

*There's no good time to fix a
dam. but at least we have an op-
portunity for some matching funds
right now," he said.

WETLANDS OPTION

If the city decides not 10 reha-
bilitate the Q-Pond dam, Blecker
said, options on use of the land are
limited. The area has little if any
commericial value, he said, Since
the lake is spring-fed, and could
never be drained completely.

The Delaware Street lift station
also feeds into Q-Pond whenunder
heavy storm water loads, although
that will change after the cross-
town sewer projectis completed in
1995.

One possibility would be to al-
low the lake to revert to a wetland.
Wetlands are shallow, intermittent
water areas such as marshes, and
are often protected by state and
federal statute.

Grossman said Q-Pond park has
more potential than the Grade Lake
area for either further recreational
development, Or usc as a non-de-
veloped wildlife area. The larger,
145-acre Q-Pond area is already
partially developed, with four
shelters, a parking area and play-
ground equipment.

The lake is stocked annually by |

NEW SHELTER:

the DNR, Grossman said, with fish
ranging from bass and bluegill, to
walleye and catfish.

Although he'd prefer lo se¢ the
park maintained as a lake, rather
than as a wetland, Grossman said

Members of the United
Methodist churchin Osceola recently teamed up with

= i
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both types of areas would serve
recreation functons. Re-creating
Q-Pond into a wetland might limit
both city land management rights
and public access 10 the area, he
said.

the local Lions Club to finance and construct a NEW
60-person shelter at

Q-Pond.

"It serves more purpose for the
public as a park,” he said. "Wet-
lands are usually developed out-
side city limits. Itd become a na-
(ure area, primarily forbird watch-
ing — probably no fishing.”




as B. Cox, Rt 4, Osceola, was
ted for failure to yield at a stop
gn. His 1980 Dodge had $100
5 amage. The other vehicle, a 1991

driving. Her vehicle was leftina .
private driveway and she was re-
leased on her own recognizance
pending appearance in magistraie

Su

An estimated $2,000 damaged vic

: b A'hevrolet driven by Randy James  cqun.
; ; “';} j P YcBride of 130 North Park, had
N Sl 1 g 400 damage.

¥ Thomas Lee Wills of 214-172
4. Jefferson, reported that his resi-
M llence had been burglarized. Noth-
feing was taken.

SNov. 6 _
#8  An attempted burglary was dis-
% tovered at the Clarke Community
figh School. Thieves failed in an
S attempt to gain entrance 1o a.stor-
age room in the office area. About
S 100 damage was done to the door.
&It is not known how entrance was
gained to the building.

occurred in a collision of two ve-
hicles at the entrance to Hardee's p
on Highway 34. A 1986 Forddriven
by William John Slayton of La-
moni had $500 damage. A 1985
Pontiac, registered to Walt and Jef-
frey Paschell and driven by Emily Lu
Sue Paschell was damaged an est-
mated $1,500. No injunes were T
reporied.

Clarification: Police say Chris-
tine Hatfield has requested a cor- Ce
rection and clarification of aninci-
dent involving her lost or slolcn'
billfold reported in last week's re- a1

o Tanya Lynn Sook _n[‘_ﬁ.’%u N. port. Heraddressisnow Van Wert,
M Fillmore reported an incident of 141215 East Washington, Osceola.
. criminal mischief. Windows were  The reported $700 loss was $200 w
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Council orders
dam cut per DNR

BY HANDY BROWN

The city council ordered the Q-
Pond dam breached and lake
drained following an Oct. 26 letter
from the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources requiring the
city remove the structure because
of safety considerations. The DNR
judged the dam unsound after Sep-
tember floods overtopped the
structure and washed-out much of
the downstream side.

"Once we breach the dam and
drain it, the DNR really isn't too
concermned with how fast we reha-
bilitate it, as long as we have a
plan,” City Administrator Dick
Blecker said. By the DNR order,
the city had 10 days to breach the
dam, and another 20 days in which
o formulate a plan either to reha-
bilitate or destroy the dam.

The city has applied for federal
and state assistance to rehabilitate
the dam. Pending a decision to
rework the dam and lake to current
state standards, such assistance
would pay up to 85 percent of the
funds necessary to bring the dam
up to its pre-flood condition. Other
funding would be sought through
other agencies, Blecker said, to
cover the additional cost of im-
proving the dam (o current stan-
dards.

Blecker's initial, shotgun esti-
mate of the city's potential bill for
such a project is up to $82,000.

Improvements to the lake itself
would also be possible. "As long
as we've got itdrained down, we'd
probably get a blade in there and
get some of that muck out of there,
make it a decent depth to repro-
duce fish," Blecker said.

Water released should travel
through Squaw and Red Rock
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creeks, Mayor Gerald Clark said.
"T'd say all the water will stay within
the stream beds," he said. Workers
began draiming the lake Monday,
and are controlling the rate of wa-
ter release to prevent flooding, and
1o allow DNR workers to harvest
and transport fish from Q-Pond to
East Lake.

Regarding the city's other dam
project at the Grade Lake site,
Blecker told the council he had
achieved a verbal agreement in
face-to-face discussions with the
DNR, allowing the city until Feb-
ruary 1993 to re-let the bids for the
project. On the first bidding, the
city received only two bids, each
significantly higherthan the county
engineers esimate.

"The DNR seemed surprised that
we had only received two bids, and
agreed that we'd probably get a
better price in the winter,” Blecker
said. The DNR also agreed to relax

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3-B
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sources fisheries biologist Mike McoGhee pulls a few  porting Nish from the draining Q-Fond o East Lake

BY RANDY BROWN

In an effort to salvage some of
the fish population from Osceola’s
Q-Pond, Iowa Department of
Natural Resources workers are
stunning fish with electricity, and
transporting them to East Lake
Park, just east of the city limits.

Last week, after judging the
structure to be an immediate safety
hazard, the lowa DNR ordered the
city of Osceola to breach the Q-
Pond dam, which had been par-
tially washed-out by floods last
September. City officials continue
to investigate the possibility of
repairing the dam using federal
and state assistance.

The dam was cut Monday, and
county engineering workers as-
sisting the city tried to control the
draining over a period of days.

“They're going (0 try (o control
the rate of the drop,” said Mike
McGhee, aregional DNR fisheries
biologist based in Mount Ayr.

"What we find is that they fight
the current as much as possible,
until the water gets down to about
10 to 20 percent of what it was.
Then they really start coming out.”

That gave McGhee a few days
to transport fish.

His first trip landed more than
75 bass, as well as crappie, bluegill
— even some perch.

"The system is 50 old that there’s

- 3 little bit of everything in there,”

'DNR salvages
fish from lake !
as dam is cut

Bass, other fish transported
to East Lake by biologists

McGhee said.

"Everybody else helps you out
when it comes to stocking fish," he
said. "We've had some people tell
us they stocked some walleye, but
just beause something is stocked
doesn't mean it's going to take.”

The DNR has stocked Q-Pond
annually for at least 7 years,
McGhee said, with bass, grass carp
and channel catfish. Catfish and
carp were not sampled at first dur-
ing the electro-fishing effort,
McGhee said, but are expected 10
show as water levels decrease.

McGhee predicted grass carp
numbers would be small — the
DNR hasn't stocked carp in Q-
Pond for years — but that indi-
vidual fish could be quite large.

"Grass carp can get from 20 to
45 pounds," he said. "It's kind of
like wrestling a hog. They're just
physically so strong, handling them
1s really hard.”

McGhee plans to transpont fish
as long as he can access the lake
with his boat. Toward the end of
the week, he said, the DNR will
open the lake to "promiscuous
fishing," allowing fishing by any
method other than electrical,
physical or chemical shock.

"What you find onthese salvage
type things, however, is that it's
often more work for a person (0 g0
out there in the mud and get fish
than what it's worth,” he said.
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Q-Pond dam could put
bite on city for $82,000

Dam failure imminen

BY RANDY BROWN

The lowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources will require the city
of Osceolato drain Q-Pond because
of animminent dam failure caused
by flood damage in September,
city officials said.

City Administrator Dick
Blecker recommended to the
council that the city begin to breach
the dam as early as today, Nov. 5,
.0 comply with a DNR letter dated
Oct. 26, requiring such action
within 10 days.

The city will then have 20 days
to determine whether it plans to
rehabilitate or remove the dam.

The Clarke County Soil Con-
servation Service is currently con-
ducting core sample tests on the

W gite for repair estimates. Blecker
- said he will file for an extension
amE b the DNR to allow time for
those estimates.

"We're really not too sure of
what this is going to cost us,”
Blecker said.

Q-Pond, deeded to the city in
the 1950s, was originally created
by the CB&Q Railroad as a
—— reservior for servicing sleam
____ locomotives at the Osceola stop.

An unused 8-inch steel watermain
— still runs from the lake, in the city's
northwest quadrant, to the Osceola

@ m railway depot.
ol From the 1950s, community
-~y Yolunieerstended Q-Pond until the
15 areabecame an official city park in

- the late 1970s.

Floods overtopped the Q-Pond
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A BIG BITE: September floods washed outlarge  damaged in 1987, was repaired at the ime with

portions of the backside of the Q-Pond dam. The dam, materials the state now considers unsuitable.

dam Sept. 15, washing outupto 12
feet of material from the down-
stream face of the embankment.
According to a DNR field inspec-
tion report, the water exposed a
significant amount of matenal
unsuitable for dam construction,
such as wood, shingles and plastic
debris. The report noted that much
of thismaterial was apparently used
to fill a washout in 1987,

“This material probably came
from the city's attempt to flatten
the downstream embankment face
with whatever material was avail-
able,” wrote Dave Allen, an in-
spector for the DNR's flood plains
sectuon.

A separate survey by Federal
Emergency Management Agency
inspectors found the core of the
dam to be acceptable, Bleckersaid.

While the DNR says failure is
imminent, Blecker said. its condi-
tion does not pose a threat to either

nearby residences or Interstate-35.

The council was aware of potential
need to bring the dam up to current
state standards before the Sep-
tember floods, he said.

"It's not pure carth. There's a lot
of flotsam and jetsam. It's sand, it's
gravel, it's plastic, it's concrete,
and it's held in the past," Blecker
said, "But what worked in the past
may not be sufficient — as we
found out with Grade Lake."

In 1990, the DNR required the
city plan to bring the Grade Lake
dam, south of Highway 34 and
within the Osceola city limits, up
tostate standards. In 1991, a group
of private citizens pledged more
than $100,000 toward the reha-
bilitation of the lake and dam, with
the city donating $30,000.

When bids on the Grade Lake
project came back oyer original
estimates, council members opted
to delay letting bids. The council
plans to re-let bids in late winter.

With the twindemands of Grade

Lake and a municipal budget al-
ready stretched to the limit, Blecker
expressed concemn about the city’s
ability to pay for rehabilitating the
Q-Pond dam.

"It's a useful community re-
source right now," he said. "The
decision we need to make is, what
kind of price do we want o puton
that?"

That price could be high.

PAYING THE PRICE

Assuming federal and state di-
saster aid would apply toward an
estimated $150,000 of emergency
repairs, Blecker said, the city's
potential share of the costs to bring
the dam up to pre-flood conditions
would be approximately $22,500,
or 15 percent of the repairs,

Assuming the Q-Pond project
would cost slightly more than the
rehabilitation of the Grade Lake
site, Blecker estimated the poten-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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MORE ON
Q POND

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

tial cost of the project at $140,000,
bringing the total potential bill to
more than $160,000. State funds
might matchup to 50 percent ofthe
project, bringing the city's tota
potential bill to approximately
$82,000.

Blecker noted, however, that
disasterservices havenotobligated
themselvestohelp fund the project.

"The DNR is really trying 10

help us, because they know we can

L B

figures are based more on guess-
work than on-the-ground engi-
neering estimates, he said his
numbers point to a potential costof
$20 percity resident to rehabilitate
the dam.

And that's his best-case scenarno.

"Point s, thisis not some mythi-
cal $82,000 that's sitting out there.
It's something the people of Os-
ceola will have to pay for," he said.
"We don't have thatkind of money
lying around."

Osceola could fund the dam
project by raising a levy, using a
special assessmentallowable under
current state-mandated tax freeze,
or by private donation, Blecker
said.

City Parks and Recreation Su-
perintendent Joe Grossman said
whateverthe price, residentsshould
considerrehabilitating the Q-Pond
dam. "Even $80,000 is a drop in
the bucket when it comes to park
development,” he said.

"I'd hate for people to paint this
doom-and-gloom picture about Q-
Pond,” Grossman said. "People
raised the money privately for
Grade Lake, and now we have a
park that's been in existence for
over 10 years in need of repair.”

"There's no good time to fix a
dam, but at least we have an op-
portunity for some matching funds
right now," he said.

WETLANDS OPTION

If the city decides not to reha-
bilitate the Q-Pond dam, Blecker
said, options on use of the land are
limited. The area has little if any
commericial value, he said, since
the lake is spring-fed, and could
never be drained completely.

The Delaware Street lift station
also feeds into Q-Pond when under
heavy storm water loads, although
that will change after the cross-
town sewer projectis completed in
1995.

One possibility would be to al-
low the lake to reyert to a wetland.
Wetlands are shallow, intermittent
water areas such as marshes, and
are often protected by state and
federal statute.

Grossman said Q-Pond park has
more potential than the Grade Lake
area for either further recreational
development, or use as a non-de-
veloped wildlife arca. The larger,
145-acre Q-Pond area is already
partially developed, with four
shelters, a parking area and play-
ground equipment.

The lake is stocked annually by

NEW SHELTER: Members of the United
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the local Lions Club to finance and construct a new

Methodist church in Osceola recently teamed up with 60-person shelter at Q-Pond.

the DNR, Grossman said, with fish
ranging from bass and bluegill, to
walleye and catfish.

Although he'd prefer 1o see the
park maintained as a lake, rather
than as a wetland, Grossman said

both types of areas would serve
recreation functions. Re-crecating
Q-Pond into a wetland might limit
both city land management rights
and public access to the area, he
said.

"It serves more purpose for the
public as a park," he said. "Wet-
lands are usually developed out-
side city limits. It'd become a na-
ture area, primarily forbird waitch-
ing — probably no fishing.”

‘Yoeg

OOUNT QNI Yoreasay.

Oririle Junoirl ~ Frbuint



I..f-’_ Q{t )ﬁ;mf‘;'ﬂﬁ
=

A e~
I 7 grpermhit

i:‘n%up approacies county on
flood control possibilities

Whitebreast Creek could be target of project to contr‘ol floods,
soil erosion — if people in four counties will maintain system

BY RANDY BROWN

The floods of September aren't
water under the bndge, Keith
Edwards told the Clarke County
Board of Supervisors. In fact, they
may have helped point the direc-
tion for a new flood control and
soil conservation project in the
Whitebreast Creck watershed.

Keith Edwards, representing the
Red Rock Resources Council, Inc.,
told the Clarke County Board of
Supervisors that flood waters
showed a potential need for con-
tinued efforts to control flooding
along the waterway — possibly
with anextensive network of small
dams in Clarke and Lucas coun-
lies.

"If we use flood control tech-
niques in the upper two-thirds [of
the watershed], we could eliminate
flooding," Edwards said. "We'll

#
- A
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still have problems, but they won't
be flooding."

The council’'s mission 1S (0
maintain and improve Red Rock
Lake near Knoxville, and water-
sheds into that lake. The council is
currently canvassing Supervisors
and soil commissioners in a four-
county area regarding the possi-
bility of a flood management plan
in the Whitebreast Creek water-
shed, The group plans to hold public
meetings in January or February
1993.

Soil Conservation Service Dis-
trict Coordinator Lisa Cooper and
Clarke County area soil commis-
sioners also attended the meeting
with the Clarke supervisors.

Earlier Whitebreast studies and
flood control efforts, started in the
1960s, have run their course,
Edwards said, leaving the council
open to public input on what should
be done to answer current needs.
“This could be an accelerated plan
with the increased interest caused
by the recent floods,” he said.

"l don't think we'd be where we
are if it weren't for the floods,”"
Edwards said. "Of course, we're
not sure we need to wait for the
statistics, or if the public wants to
wait for statistics before starting to
do something."

A Whitebreast project wouldn't
eliminate all problems at Red Rock
Lake, which suffers from siltation
and other pollution problems,
Edwards said. Much of the flow
into the lake is uncontrolled. In the
Clarke County area, Squaw Creek
and Middle River, which also
flooded during the September
floods, flow into Red Rock. In cen-
tral Iowa, tests have detected anti-
freeze and motor oil pollution from
the Polk County area.

"Anything that doesn't flow
through Saylorville is what we've
defned as an uncontrolled drain-

“This could be an
accelerated plan

with the increased
interest caused by
the recent floods.™

~— Keith Edwards
Red Rock Resources Council

Currently, the Red Rock Re-
sources Council is seeking public
opmnion regarding the potential
support for a Whitebreast Creek
project. Edwards said suchaproject
would benefit the Clarke County
area by mitigating floods and con-
serving soil through a series of
small dams and other structures.

"Most of the tlood management
systems in lowa consist of large
dams, but we can't be building these
big, large projects when theyre
just not popular,” Edwards said.

The federal govemment will pay
for 100 percent of flood control
construction, Edwards said. Local
entites can also contnbute fund-
ing to such construction for the
purpose of "buying" extra scrvice,
such as creating increased water
capacily or recreational resources.
Cost-sharing might also be avail-
able for those projects.

Edwards said he contacted the
Clarke board because counties
would bear the responsibility for
operating and maintaining, if not
funding, watershed projects. Other
Red Rock Resource Council rep-
resentatives have talked with su-
pervisors in Lucas, Warren and
Manion counties. Edwards urged
the Clarke board to consider sup-
pomn'g fu.tun: efforts to improve

"The lIowa Code says supervi-
sors are 1o protect and preserve the
rights, privileges and property of
the county or of its residents ...""
Edwards said. "Obviously, the
Whitebreast Creek interrupted
some of those things when it
flooded Sept. 14."

“The idea is that you take the
peaks out. I can't say that we'd
never have out-of-banks flow
again," he said. "This wouldn't be
a flood elimination plan, this would
be a flood control plan.”

Edwards said county seats such
as Osceola, Charitonand Knoxville
should also have an interest in a
Whitebreast project, as a potential
means {0 increase water quality
and availability.

"Chariton's a lot like Osceola,”
Edwards said. "There’s no man-
date for 'we need more water to-
morrow,’ but if there's going to be
industnal growth, there's got to be
Wﬂ[ﬂ'!’_”

"Some industries would require
a very high quality of water. And
from a public health standpoint, it
makes sense, 100."

While surveying opinion in the
region, the resource council is con-
tinuing two studies in the
Whitebreast Creek area. One study
seeks to map the watershed by ero-
sion characteristics, while the other
secks to update the current flood

model for the creek.
"We knew we had a lot of areas

that were farmed, as well as a lot of
wooded areas,” Edwards said.
"What we didn't know ishow much
of these areas are mixtures of the
two. Now, we can rank which are
the more erosive and which are the
least erosive sub-watersheds.”
Edwards said whatever the
studies' results, local residents will
have to decide whether a project is
justified, and whethersuch aprojzct
would be targeted toward flood

control or soil conservation, or a
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Winter no reliech;r farmers

Corn harvest delayed 2 to 3 weeks — maybe even months!

8Y RANDY BROWN

Farmers in the Clarke County
region aren't dreaming of a white
anything.

Continued precipitation has
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further hampered area farmers' ef-
forts to harvest this years com
crop, said Alan Teel, an Osceola-
based ISU Extension Service field
specialist in integrated crop man-
agement. He estimated up to 80
percent of this year's area com
harvestis sull stuck outin the fields.

“There are justalotof fields that
haven'thad a combine in them," he
said. "Tremendous numbers of
fields just haven't been touched."

Statewide, however, Iowa Sec-
retary of Agriculture Dale Cochran
estumated 80 percent of the com
crop has been harvested.

“The com harveststill isonly 80
percentcomplete, whichis up from
74 percent a week ago, but far
behind the normal 99 percent,”
Cochran said. "What little harvest-
Ing activity occurred last week pri-
manly took place in northwestem
lowa, where only a trace of pre-
cipitation was reported.”

HEAVY MACHINERY
TOO HEAVY FOR SOIL

Bart Gnffith, Clarke County
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service executive
director, said fields are too satu-
rated with moisture 1o allow heavy
machinery to work.

"We're just at a standoff," he
said. "You wouldn't want to put a
combine or a piece of heavy equip-
ment in the fields right now.
Temperatures of 45 degrees for
twodaysorso, followed by afreeze,
would do a world of good."

Griffith said farmers could
damage slopes by trying to use a
combine before the ground is either
dry or frozen,

"On a lot of those slopes, there
are minimum-till agreements," he
said. "If you cut the ground up

badly with a combine tire, you
could lose your residue rating. This
weather really works against you
twice."

A WORST-CASE YEAR'S
WORST-CASE SCENARIO
Southern lowa's soil situation
1sn't necessarily because of
September's floods.
In its latest weekly crop and
weather report, the Iowa Depart-

“... we could see
corn in the fields
in January

or February ...”

— Alan Teel
ISU Extension Service

ment of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship's (IDALS) Statistics
Bureau said topsoil moisture is
excessivein 81 percentofthe state,
which 1§ contributing to harvest
delays. Sixty-two percent of lowa
has adequate subsoil moisture and
28 percent of the state has surplus
subsoil moisture reserves.

Still, southem Iowa seems to
have had more than its share of
storms and snow,

Teel noted that snow from be-
fore Thanksgiving had yet to melt
off stalks. "Even if they could get
out there, the snow'd just bog up
the combines," he said.

Cochran said, "Farmers will
have to wait until the snow melts
off the stalks because the wet snow
will plug the sieves of combines

and cause the comtoride overonto
the ground.”

Snow insulates the ground, pre-
venting the soil from drying out.
Melting further moistens the soil,
so what's needed is sun, above-
freezing temperatures and wind to
eliminate the snow on both the
comn and the ground, followed by a
constant freeze.

“This has really been a worst-
case year," Teel said. "We had an
early frost, acrazy growing season,
firstdrought and then flood, cloudy
weather — you name it."

"Even if the snow melted and
the ground froze tomorrow, my
guess 1s that we'd be 2 to 3 weeks
away from harvest,” he said.

So what's the worst worst-case
now possible?

"With continued ground cover,
we could see com in the fields in
January or February," Teel said.
"A mild winter would just be a
killer,"

ELEVATOR STORAGE:
UPS & DOWNS

Cochran said that statewide, 21
percent of the unharvested com is
suffering from moderate lodging,
while one percent has suffered
heavy lodging. The remaining 78
percent has no damage or very
light lodging," the secretary said.

“The snowstorm tumed out to
be a help to some elevator opera-
tors because it enabled them to dry
and ship grain to make more stor-
age room available for farmers.
Some of the piles of com that had
built up around the state are start-
ing to disappear,” Cochran said.
"Sixty percentof the state now has
adequate grain storage space,
which is an improvement from 53
percent last week."

contrmol or s0il conservalion, or a



Whitebreast Creek Watershed
meetings planned for this month

A series of meetings for land-
owners in the proposed
Whitebreast Creek Watershed will
be held next week.

Officials from the Soil Conser-
vation Service in Des Moines will
discuss the small watershed pro-
gram and its potential to alleviate
future flooding problems.

The public 1s invited to discuss
aspects of the proposed plan that
could include public water sup-

plies, recreational opportunities,
and other benefits including flood
control.

The schedule:

Jan. 19, 1:30 p.m. Woodbum
Community Building; 7 p.m. Lucas
Community Building. Jan. 20, 1:30
p.m. Lacona Co-op; 7 p.m.,
Melcher-Dallas High School.

For more information contact
the OsceolaSoil Conservation Ser-
vice office.

[

Agency leaders convene

Soil Conservation

needs volunteers

The Soil Conservation Service
(SCS)in Osceolaneeds volunteers,

Lisa Cooper, district conserva-
tionist in Osceola, said the hours
are flexible and most of the work
would be in the office or in the
home.

She said volunteering would be
a way 1o get job experience and
help the environment.

SCS helps farmers in the county
apply soil conserving practices,
Theyalsohelplandownersimprove
water quality and work with stu-
dents to teach resource conserva-
tion.

teple dontrnef

|{ ‘f'-

y 4% I

b ;..'.'il:' LA

v

to chart bold vision for
future of Clarke County

BY TAD JOHNSON

A farmer walks across his field
to survey the damage left by the
drops of rain that tumed into a
raging river. The damage has been
done. Thereisnothing he cando to
save his crop.

There is nothing to do, but plan
for the future,

"A lot of things can get people
motivated to do something.
Sometimes it is something tragic
like the floods," said Mary Foley, a
community development special-
ist, referring to the floods that
ripped through the southern lowa
last September.

Foley was the ring leader at an
inter-agency forum among Clarke
County environmental resource
groups Jan. 21. It was the second
meeting of the group.

"The first meeting reminded me
of a kindergarten class who got
through the Dick and Jane book
and wanted to geton to something
else nghtaway,"” said Don Reasoner
of the Clarke Electric Co-op, Inc.

The agencics came together to
plan for the future and prepare for
events such as floods, and the havoc
they create for arca farmers, wet-
lands and wildlife.

"We need to get into visioning
and planning," said Foley. "[Each
branch of Southern lowa Resource
Conservation and Development
Area Inc.] is doing a vision meet-
ing 10 give us an idea what direc-
tion we should be taking, where we
should be, what should we be fo-
cusing on, where do we think
Clarks County is going."

Oor mingalc disasters such as the
September floods was the main
thrust of the mecting. One project
menbtoned was the proposed fMood
conirol  project along the
Whitcbreat Creck watershed
"We all recall the raing in Sep
fember, " salid Iiza Warper, Clarke
Exil district conservationist. “Tie

recent damage and the work thar

—— R W

have projected about 250-300 small
farm pond dams will be built. The
soil conservation service will cover
100 percent of the cost for installa-
tion. All the farmer has to pay for
1§ the equipment — the pipe."

YOUTH MOVEMENT

Those attending the meeting also
discussed county needs for in-
cluding youth in addressing envi-
ronmental, recreational and agri-
cultural development.

"Youth are excited about the
future,” said Michele Maguire
Beck, county extension education
director. "There has been some
need assessment for recycling and
they have expressed the need fora
clean environment."

The agencies realize the need
for investing in the future. They
believe that their long range goals
should be made with the goals of
young people in mind.

“Young people should have
some input into this," said
Reasoner. "We need to get some-
thing out there so we can have their
input.”

"I'’know that Jon Pedersen, [vo-
canonal agriculture instructor at
Clarke Community school], is in-
terested in building a greenhouse
(o get the kids down in the grade
schools thinking about farming and
agnculture,"” said Anita Foland of
the Clarke County conservation
board.

“"We have been doing
compostng and some farming at
East Elementary," said Beth Brown
of Osceola )

OTHER CONCERNS

Agency representatives
brainstormed on concems for the
luiture. Five major cot gOories wens

meduced fmom a pool of (ificen. In
future Mmeectings, the
Eroup will nddreas

m Warer supply anad cjualicy
A balance betweon agricu lburmil

Hilcr-agency

and non-agriculiural jobs
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went into radlroads, public lands
and private lands. There is interest
in the Whitebreast project in
Warmen and Maron Counties ™
"The board of supervisors are

Eoing oul to get a feel for the public
reaction,” said Cooper. "Farmers
hive been real willing (o help. We

® Educaiion

=B HKocrocation

= Susiainable and non-polluting
agriculiune

The group's next mecting,
planned for next month, will ad
dress both issues and implementa
uon ol selutons
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Whitebreast watershed
meetings rescheduled

Farmers’ atrazine reduction in

West Lake watershed featured
in national news publication

The reduction in atrazine in Osceola's dnnking
water was featured in the recent edition of EPA News
Notes, published in Washington, D.C.

The article, distributed nationally, advised readers
to contact Alan Teel of the Extension Service in
Osceola or Lisa Cooper, district conservationist in
Osceola, for more information.

The article, reprinted with permission, follows:

"During 1991 and early 1992, atrazine levels in
dnnking water from West Lake in Osceola, Iowa,
exceeded EPA's maximum contaminant level (MCL)
of 3 parts per billion. For the 1992 cropping season,
farmers in the lake's 6,340-acre watershed dramati-
cally reduced their atrazine use from an estimated 440
gallonsin 1990 to only eight gallons in 1992, reported
Alan Teel, Extension Service field specialist in inte-
grated crop management. This reduction appears to
have significantly reduced the atrazine levels in water
treated for dnnking.

"The atrazine problem is one of several being
addressed by an ongoing project to implement agri-
cultural BMPs to protect the lake. The 325-acre West
Lake is the source of drinking water for the cities of
Osceola and Woodbum and for about 500 rural water
users. The lake's water quality is impacted by runoff
from its agricultural watershed. Sediment, nutrients,
and pesticides are major concems,

"Elevenof 13 water samples taken from West Lake
by Osceola Municipal Water Department and the
lowa Department of Natural Resources between June
1990 and Aprl 1992 exceeded EPA's MCL for atr-
azine. In contrast, following the drastic reduction in
atrazine use in the watershed, only one of the samples

collected has exceed the MCL. However, monitoring
over a longer peniod will be necessary to determine if
atrazine levels remain this low.

"To protect the lake, a comprehensive nonpoint
pollution control project emphasizes education, in-
formation and voluntary adoption of BMPs by farmers.
The project also offers financial incentives for
implementing BMPs, such as residue management
and other soil conservation praclices on the land,
according toLisa Cooper, SCS district conservationist
in Osceola. The project has already cut soil loss on
cropland from an estimated 11.8 tons per acre in 1990
to 7.7 tons per acre in 1992. The project is receiving
EPA section 319 funds as well as state funds, according
to Julie Elfving, NPS coordinator, EPA Region VIL.

"To address the atrazine problem, farmers in the
watershed, afarmeradvisory board, the Osceola water
board, the Cooperative Extension Service, the Clarke
County Soil and Water Conservation District, local
agricultural chemical dealers, and chemical companies
held several meetings. The group reached a consen-
sus to greatly reduce the use of atrazine and cyanazine
in the watershed for the 1992 cropping season. More
than 90 percent of the watershed’s farmers voluntanly
agreed to reduce or eliminate use of these products in
1992.

"Teel said that he i1s doubtful that farmers will
continue to restrict their use of atrazine to 1992 levels
in the future. Unfortunately, economics are forcing
Osceola's farmers to again consider using atrazine.
Participating farmers said that using alternative her-
bicides increased costs about $10 an acre, while com
prices fell to $1.85 a bushel,"
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Two meetings for landowners

and the public in the proposed

whitebreast Creek Watershed have

¢ resc led.
bR 11 be held Feb.

The meetings Wi
53 1:30 p.m., at the Lacona Co-0p

and 7:30p.m.atthe Melcher-Dallas
igh School. i
El]%hhie meetings Werc ongma'ﬂ%
ccheduled in January but we
canceled due to an 1€ storm. ’
Officials from the SmllCnEu,c‘n
vation Service in Des M{;nn.ch m‘-
discuss the small watershed prc

: blic is invited 1O
e R 11 for control-

iccuss the potential 1U .
tljlbr?; flooding, developing ppb‘}':ﬁ
water supplies and n:s_:reatfoi .
opportunities as well :1‘5 {;.ﬂ:\é,r .:;
pects of the small watershed p
gm‘?ﬁre more information contact
the Osceola Soil Conservauon

Service office.
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Residue management
session scheduled
at Southwestern

Area fammers and land owners
are invited to attend Residue
Management for the Future on
March 2, at 9 am. in the Instruc-
tional Building, Southwestern
Community College, Creston.

Exhibits by 22 vendors, plus an
educational program, will highlight
the day.

Program topics will include
conservation tillage and no-till,
nerbicide placement, residue
management, soybean row spac-
ing, no-till as a control and life
after CRP.

The day will end with a panel of
area farmers from five counties
telling their experiences in residue
management.

Those wishing more informa-
tion should contact yourlocal SCS
office, Extension office, or the
Southwestern Community College
at 1 (800) 247-4023. Pre-regis-
tration by Feb. 26 is necessary
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Conservation
group offers
scholarships

Towa Association of Soil and
Water Conservation District
Commissioners Auxiliary will be
awarding three college scholar-
ships to Iowa high school seniors.

Three scholarships will be given
in the amounts of $500, $300, and
$200. Criteria considered will be
service, character, leadership,
scholastic achievement, and need.

The Clarke Soil and Water
Conservation District Commis-
sioners will select one application
for the county to be submitted to
the regional level of competition.

Applications are available from
the guidance counselors in the
Clarke Community School and
Murray Schools and at the local
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict office at 709 Fumas Dnve,
Suite 3, Osceola.
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BY RANDY BROWN
Clarke County com producers
can take some of the credit for
reducing Bladex and atrazine lev-
els found in the Osceola city water
system from 1991 to 1992, said
Iowa State University Extension
Field Specialist Alan Teel.
Some credit, but not all.
"We've done a lot of things out
there that reduced run-off, that
slowed the water down and al-
lowed the water to percolate into
the ground,” Teel said. "The more
we move water through the soil
profile, the less will eventually find
its way into the lake.”
In 1991, the city of Osceola was
cited by environmental protection
officials for cyanazine contamina-
tion up to 16 pars-per-billion in
the city’s finished water supply.
Cyanazine is a major component
in the herbicide marketed as
Bladex, Teel said.
By federal mandate, maximum
contamination level is 10 parts-
per-billion. In 1992, however,
Cyanizine contaimination ranged
from 9 pans-per-bilion to only 1
part-per-billion.
Steady rainfall pattens in 1992
helped mitigate anv sudden swings
in contamination levels, Teel said.
By the time flash floods hit the
Clarke County region in Septem-
ber 1992, he speculated, both
Bladex and atrazine had been bro-
ken down sufficiently by environ-
mental factors.,
"In 1992, what we had was abig
spike in rainfall right after we had
put that material down,” Teel said.
"And we had putalotof that mate-
rial down."

Bladex and atrazine do break
down, given:

m Ingestion by the weeds the
chemicals are designed to kill.

m Bactenal activity.

m Exposure to air, sunlight and
extreme tempuratures,

Heavy rains immediately fol-

lowing May application of herbi-
cides can carry more chemical
downstream than into the soil, Teel
said. Once inthe watershed, Bladex
and atrazine can move into the
West Lake reservoir, then into the
city water supply.

The bottom of a lake is a perfect
place to store the chemicals, Teel
said. Without sunlight, bacterial
activity, oxygen and extreme
temperatures, the chemicals that
silt the bottom of West Lake never

“I’'m not saying
we’'re going to get
plumb away from

herbicides ...”

break down.

The watershed project is facing
three challenges:

®m Reduce the amount of herbi-
cide in area water through limiting
use of the products or improved
soil conservation techniques.

m Reduce the amount of herbi-
cide currently stored in the West
Lake reservoir.

m Mitigate the costs of imple-
menting new soil conservation and
herbicide application practices in-
curred by area com producers.

Fourteen Clarke County com
producers are participating in a
five-year project investigating
methods of reducing herbicide run-
off. There are 44 landowners in the
watershed.

Teel said many of the partici-
pating farmers just stopped using
Bladex and atrazine, opting forless-
stable, more expensive post-
emergent herbicides.

" A lot of the producers out there
just stopped- using - the product.
They conscibusly made the deci-

Clarke farmers, weather
decreased herbicide levels
in 1992 area water supplies

Many factors helped mitigate contamination,
according to ISU field specialist Alan Teel

sion to do that," Teel said. "What
the guys did out there was admi-
rable, but it was also expensive."

"A good number of them have
experienced an increasc in cost,
because they did not use the cheap-
est product available," he said.
"That's really hurtusin this area, in
a year when prices so low."

Teel said participating farmers
get no compensation for working
to improve their area's water
quality, other than goodw:1l.

"We need all the goodwill we
can get, because right now, that's
about all they're going to get," he
said.

Still, an ounce of prevention is
worth ten times that 1n environ-
mental regulation. Teel said federal
and state agencies have the au-
thonty to prohibit use of given
herbicides within specific regions.

By expenmenting with differ-
ent herbicide application rates, and
using soil conservation methodsto
retain run-off in the fields rather
than the water supply, Teel hopes
the project will eventually deter-
mine the optimum level of Bladex
and atrazine use for the watershed.

Said Teel, "The question is: how
much herbicide can we use out
there under good crop manage-
ment practice and not have it show
up in the lake?"

"We need to look at how weeds
grow, and what we can do to get
around them. We've used herbi-
cides because they were quick,
cheap, easy and effective,” Teel
said. "I'm not saying we're going to
get plumb away from herbicides,
but we can't have bad water, either.”

One solution might be for farm-
ers 1o use Bladex and atrazine on
only a core percentage of their
crops, using other herbicides on
their remaining lands.

"If you've got to go in and res-
cue something," he said, "at least
you don't have to rescue the whole
farm.”
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Joel Fry :
Fry's application
advanced to

regional comp:tztlo? 1
The application of Nelson Jo€
Fryhas bﬂgn selected by the Clarke
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict Commissioners to advanceto
' compelition.
mg}ggla-la senpi‘gr at Clarke Com-
munity High School, is the son of
Nelson and Sharon Fry, Osceola.
One applicationwillbe selected
from the regionto advance tostate-
wide competition.
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Clarke ag-operators under fire as
water continues to delay planting

Farmers try to stay flexible while facing some tough decisions

BY RANDY BROWN

South-central lowa farmers are
stuck in the mud, unable 1o plant,
uncertain of whether they should
change plans or hold fast underthe
deluge that has brought more than
inple the weekly average rainfall
this season.

Still, there is one silver lining to
the current weather, said Alan Teel,
integrated crop management spe-
cialist for the lowa State Univer-
sity Extension Service. "If we could
ever get the cropinand roots down,
we'd have enough to keep us going
a long ways," he said.

No matter how much moisture
farmers start with, however, soil
quality in the Clarke County re-
gion will still require some mid-
season rains to be optimal. "It's
hard to say nght now, but we will
need some rain in July or August,”
Teel said.

The trick will be to get the crops
in before that.

Numbers released this week by
lowa Agricultural Statistics indi-
cate that only seven percent of
lowa's expected 12.6 million acres
have been planted this year, com-
pared to more than 80 percent
planted at this time last year, Five-
year average is 65 percent.

The Clarke County region may
be less than the state average.
"Everybody's working spots, but
there are that many spots to be
worked," Teel said. "We're pretty
much sitting at zero."

The window of opportunity for
planting is normally quite wide,

Area fleld

Teel said. The challenge farmers
currently face is to maintain as
much flexibility in scheduling as
possible. In a normal year, for ex-
ample, farmers would have already
had a chance to put down pre-
planting herbicide to help control
weeds during the first half of the
growing season.

"We have the ability to get crops

and feedlots have been saturated by rainfall th
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planted in 5 to 10 days across the
state,” Teel said. "It's just all the
other activity that goes along with
it."

"What we're going 1o be seeing
1S the workload has become ex-
tremely compressed,” he said.
"We're going to be trying to con-
trol weeds and plant seeds at the
same ume."
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CHALLENGES & CHOICES

Debates between no-till and
tullage farmers over who's in a bet-
ter position may be a wash, Teel
said. "In a year like this, there are
advantages to both sides," he said.
No-till fields stay cooler longer,
and dry out slower. On the other
hand, no-till farmers require fewer
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7




Farmers face continued rainfall

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

passes to prepare fields, and crop
residue may allow farmers toenter
their ficlds withmachinery slightly
sooner.

“We hesitate to say that,” said
Teel, "because we don't want no-
tillers out there too quickly.,"

Facing continued planting de-
lays, Teel said farmers may have to
choose between planting shorter-
term com hybrids or switching
fields over to soybeans. Farmers
could make the decision to plant
short-term hybrids as late as May
25, Teel said, and (o change o
soybeans as late as June 1.

If many farmers opt for short-
term seed, Teel said, seed avail-
ability will also become a factor.
“The question then is going to be,
how much seed is going to be
available?" he said, "For the kind
of acreage we are seeing across the
state, [ don'texpect that there would
be enough for everybody."

Farmers opting to switch over
[0 soybeans would also need 1o
locate seed. "That would be the
biggest chore,” Teel said. "Some
of them will have some concem
about herbicides that they ran last

year, but with the amount of water
we've pushed through the soil
profile, I don't think that would be
a problem."

CATTLE OPERATIONS
AFFECTED BY RAINS

Clarke cattle producers are also
affected by the record rainfall, with
muddy feedlots running potential
weight-gain off cattle and in-
creasing disease factorsinthe field.

Operator Sam Halvorsen said
that even moving cattle out to
pasture was a chore this year. "We

had to drive them out from the
road,” he said. "We couldn't get
them in there by truck."

As with com and beans, sowing
oats for feed has also been delayed.
Producer Mike Patterson said he
usually puts oats in during early
winter warm spells. With the wet
weather this winter and spring,
however, he predicted whatever
oats he finally sows will be hayed
out.

With only 20 percent of his op-
eration in row crop, Patterson said
his situation may be better than
those of other operators. Still, he's

concemed.

"I can't remember a time when
we didn't have something done in
this fields by this point,” Patterson
said. "I haven'ttouched a ficld since
last fall.”

FLASH FLOODS STILL
AFFECTING FARMERS

The effects of recent weather
cannot be separated from last
September's flash floods, which
both washed away and silted-in
crops, as well as preventing har-
vest of other fields until late winter
and early spring. Unable to get out
to condition and repair those ficlds
damaged last year, Teel said, some
Clarke area farmers may sacrifice
another growing season on low-
laying ground.

"I don't think they knew what
they were going to do with them
until they gotthere, and they haven't
been able to get there,” he said.
"They'd be hard just to work with
In a dry year. In a wet year, they'd
be about impossible "

Teel estimated that about five
percent of Clarke County ficlds
might be so affected. "Even though
It's not major for the county as a
whole, it's major for the opera-
tors,” he said, estimating some
farmers might have as much as 40
percent of their ficlds silted-in.

Most of those fields damaged
by silt were in soybeans last year.

ABOUT THE WEATHER

In coming weeks, the ideal
weather situation for farmers would
be approximately 10 days of tem-
peratures warmer than 70 degrees
Fahrenheit, Teel said, with dry
winds out of southwestermn climates
around 10 to 15 mph.

Teel noted that the south-central
lowa usually receives annual pre-
cipitation of approximately 33
inches. "It's how the moisture is
spread outoverthe yearthat makes
or breaks us,” he said.

Given the amount of precipita-
tion early this year, then, farmers
could see a situation similar to last
year, Tecl said.

"It was down into May when
got down into the fields,” he said.
"Then, in June, we were talking
about drought.”

Ohessle Jusitindh - Snihecne.
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TOUR WATEFISH ED: The schedule of World

Pork Expo in Des Moines last week included a tourof
West Lake and its watershed. The watershed has been
in the national spotlight because of the success in
reducing farm chemicals going into the Osceola water
system. Julie Elfving, of the Evironmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Kansas City, said the Clarke County
experience was especially pleasing to EPA because it
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involved the cooperation of several agencies and
farmers. The group toured the Osceola water treat-
ment plant and the Jack Nish farm. During a noon day
pause at Q-Pond Park Alan Teel of the Extension
Service (left) visits with Chris A. Novak, director of
environmental services and policy education for the
National Pork Producers Council.

W 12 ATES

Offer tour of
White Breast
watershed

A bus tourof persons interested
in the White Breast Creek water-
shed is scheduled July 13

The tour will feature water sup-
ply and flood control improve-
ments near Chariton, wetland im-
provements, watershed structurcs
near Blakesburg and other water-
shed treatment alternatives.

The event is arranged by Red
Rock Resources Council, Inc., In-
dianola. KeithEdwardsof Osceola
is coordinator.

White Breast Creck drains
275,200 acres in Clarke, Lucas,
Warren, and Marion counti¢s and
is part of the uncontrolled drain-
age arca upstream of Red Rock
dam.

Red Rock Resources Council,
Inc. works with federal, state and
local agencies to solve problems
of sedimentation, erosion, im-
paired waterquality, and flooding.

Flooding is a major problem
along White Breast. Preliminary
investigation show about 16,500
acres are damaged annually at a
cost of $1.5 million. The water-
shed had extensive damage from
flooding in September 1992.

For further information contact
the Clarke Soil and Water Conser-
vation District office in Osceola,
Clarke County Board of Supervi-
sors, or Lisa Cooper, District Con-
servationist.
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ains force
larke onto
isaster list

stad adds
wa counties

emergencies in dealing with flood
waters that are threatening lowa
from border to border.

As soon as information is avail-
able on the disaster process it will
be released, she said.

Clarke was named a disaster
area last September when rains
otaled over 16 inches in 24 hours
devastated southemn lowa.

RELEASE SOME ACRES

The Clarke County ASCS of-
fice Tuesday aftemoon received
notice that ACR (set-aside) and

CUPAY acres have been released
for haying and grazing.

While these are positive SIeps,
it is the hope of the Clarke ASCS
county committee that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture will re-
lease Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) acres for grazing and
haying.

Clarke County, usually an €x-
porter of hay, will need roughage
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to sustain its important beef herds
this winter.

Farmersinterested inusing some
of the released acres must contact
the Clarke ASCS office o com-
plete 1993 certification and sign
the register before haying or graz-
ing these acres.

WET HOMES

Many homes are experiencing
water in basements. Rental wet
vacumns have a waiting list and
dehumifiers have been hot sellers.

Noletupis in sight. Wednesday
moming brought more heavy rains
to Clarke County.
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Clarke

hard

hit but we're
still fortunate

Just a week after Clarke County
was declared a disaster arca resi-
dents were counting themselves
fortunate after seeing rampaging
water roar through wide sections
of Des Moines and its suburbs,

Clarke's destroyed crops and
damaged road system areindeed in
the disaster category but no homes
have been flooded and water and
clectrical services have beenmain-
tained.

That's not the case in Des
Moines. Clarke countians, many
with friends and relatives in the
capital city area, were glued to
their television sets Sunday
watching the destruction.

Des Moines residents rushed to
Clarke County Sunday moming,
Some 1o escape the worst flood in
the state’s history, some to buy
supplies (see separale story), some
to use showers and laundry facili-
ties of relatives.

Meanwhile Clarke countians
have been going to Des Moines to
help with sandbagging efforts
there,

ROADS DAMAGED

Travelinthe rural areas of Clarke
County has not been casy.

County Engineer Rich Mc
Knight told the Clarke Board of
Supervisors thatapproaches to over
20 bridges were washed away lasl
week.

Two major culvens, one a five-
foot culvert in Ward Township
north of Lacelle, were washed out
by flood waters.

The culvents were less than a
year old. They had been built after
last September’s disastrous floods,

McKnight said road shoulders
have been damaged in dozens of
areas and he asked motorists to use

ala bl SN
“WETE dOTNE our Best Evers
thing is s0 wel. even the rock.” he
sand
County olficials have not heard
details of federal aid that mav be

coming to help with repair cosis
In the meantime repairs are be
ing made as fast as possible and
with detailed costs being kept in
hopes that the county and its

farmers will receive some assis
tance

The supervisors and cnginecr

expressed concemn that officials
know if there are special medical
concems of residents.

They'll make sure these bndges
get the first attention so residents
can receive medicine or nursing
care.

If you are in such a condition, or
know a person who is, McKnight
asked that his office be nonfied.
The engineer will in tum share the
information with the shenff's of-
fice.

He says the county road crews
try to do this also in the winter
when snows may isolate farm
homes where medical help is
needed.

Some farmers have developed
their own methods of coping with
the soggy transportaion system.

One, for example, has a vehicle
oneachside of awashed outbndge,
with a plank for walking across the
stream
VOLUNTEERS

McKnight said the county can
usc the help if anyone has the time
to volunteer to help with road and
bndge repair,

"We have the work. We'll find
something for everyone who can
help,” he said.

Another problem facing road
repairs is lack of dry clay. He also
told the supervisors that Martn
Marictta’s quarry has been hit by
high water and not all sizes of
matenals are available until things
dry out.
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CRP ground
released for
hay, grazing

Cost will be about $35 an acre,
too steep for many farmers

The federal government has re-
leased 39,000 Conservation Re-
serve Program acres in Clarke
County for emergencying haying
and grazing, the Clarke County
ASCS has announced.

Clarke County farmers and
ranchers, desperate for forage for
the county’s cattle herds, will be
allowed to harvest one-cutting of
hay off CRP acres in Clarke
County. Decatur County CRPacres
were released last week.

The CRP ground can be owned
by farmers who harvest the hay or
fan‘nersmaymntCRPgmund from
neighbors, Bart Griffith, county
executive director of the Agricul-
ture Stabilization and Conserva-
tion Servicein Osceola, explained,

Fifty percent of the annual rental
payment will be deducted for acres
actually harvested.

COST TOO HIGH

Observers say 50 percent, so far
a state-wide rate, will be oo high
for many Clarke Count y ranchers.

The 50 percent rate translates to
dn average costs of about $35 an
acre in Clarke County.

Agricultural and business lead-
€IS are urging people to contact
Washington in an effort to get the
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50 percent rate reduced. Last year,
when Clarke County was also rav-
ished by floods, CRP ground was
released for about $20 an acre.

Steve Smith, Clarke County
Supervisor, said a fear of govem-
ment leaders is that the county's
famed cattle herds will be sold off
because of lack of roughage.

"Some of these herds are a life-
umeinvestment,” Smithsaid. " You
Just can't sell off one year and get
back in the next. We could lose a
vital pant of our ag economy if
something isn't done."

The Clarke County ASCS
Committee was one of the first in
lowa to appeal for release of CRP
acres for haying or grazing. The
state ASCS committee passed the
Clarke request on to Washington
without its recommendation.

ther restrictions of the gov-
emment in releasing the CRP
ground include:

® All requests must be made at
the County ASCS office before the
harvest begins.

® Twenty-five percent of the
total CRP contract must be left
unharvested.

® Grazing will be according to
an SCS approved plan
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Flood
damage
to roads:

$130,000

arke County's road system has
sugined an estimated $130,000
damage from the unmerciful rains
that have drowned Iowa this year.
The county has already paid out
$50,000 and the $130,00 estimate
does not include losses still hidden
floodwaters. )
2 ngﬂﬂﬂl}’ the county will re-
ceive help from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.
Clarke County ‘%{t_}gmeer Rg::ll:l
c¢Knight and his office manager,
?l‘{[indy ‘i’f:sr.. met with FEMA offi-
cials Monday conceming the ap-
ication process. £
pml:??uad cﬁews continue repainng
washed out approaches as high
creeks and streams regularly sweep
acrossthe valleys of Clarke County.
Most serious damage has oc-
curred 1o "Race Track Bridge” in
Knox township. A tree smashed
into the structure, knocking pil-
ings loose. Exact amount of dam-
age can't be determined until wa-
ters recede. Damage could be in
the thousands of dollars.
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Good news

for flood aid

Dates extended for O/92,
price change for CRP usage

Clarke County farmers, among
the hardest hit by wet weather this
Spring, received abig helping hand
irom Washington, D.C. with an-
nouncement of an extension in the
0/92 program and a reduction in
cost of harvesting hay or grazing
CRP acres.

Farmers will have until Aug. 31
to decide whether to harvest their
crops or destroy them and take
advantage ofthe O/92 price support
program.

Declaring the land as /92
makes aproducereligible to receive
guaranteed deficiency paymentson
up to 92 percent of a farm's maxi-
mum payment acreage.

The usual deadline for deciding
[0 join OM2 is in the spring but the
adverse weather that struck the
Midwest this planting season
caused the need for adjustment.

Bart Gniffith, county executive
director of the Clarke County Ag-
ricultural Stabilization and Con-
servauon Service, said the exten-
sionto Aug. 31 will provide ASCS
offices additional time to fully in-
form farmers of their options.

[notherhelpful news, the United
States Department of Agriculture
announced a reduction from 50
percent to 25 percent in the 1994
annual rental payment for acres
hayed or grazed on CRP acres.

There are approximately 39,000
CRP acres in Clarke County and
with a shortage of forage for the
county's cow-calf herds, the CRP
land could be a tool in providing
feed.

Neither haying nor grazing can
be done after Sept. 30 under ex-
1sting rules.

Congressman James Ross

Lightfoot (R-Iowa) announced this
week that he is asking the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to permit
livestock producers be allowed to
take more than one cut of hay and
they be allowed 1o hay or graze on
this acreage into the winter months.

Rep. Lightfoot said he had
sought the CRP buyback percent-
age be lowered to 20 percent or
lower. "Certainly however, a re-
duction to 25 percent was a big
help," he said.

The Iowa State ASCS Office
reminds farmers of program
changes recently announced by the
ASCS. In addition tc the ones
mentioned above, they are:

= Deadline for entering the
FarmerOwned Reserve (FOR)has
been extended 10 Aug. 31. Shelled
com currently under a nonrecourse
loan is eligible for the program.

mlowa farmers with 1992 wheat,
oat, or feed grain loans that mature
inJune, July, or August, have been
given the opportunity to extend
such loans to Sept. 30.

= Emergency funds are available
forrestoring damaged farmland and
conscrvation measures.

sFarmers suffering asevere loss
of livestock feed should contact
the ASCS office, Assistance may
be available to purchase the feed
needed for livestock.
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Hay arrives from New York

A truck load of hay from New York was divided among four area farmers AUug. 14 at the ASCS
office in Osceola. it is the first of ﬁvc_: trucks and 115 tong of hay contracted for arrival in Clarke

ASCS. Contractor Gary Sweeney of Central Tractor in Des Moines and semi-driyer Gary Fujak
of Pitisburg, Pa,, at right, discuss the long haul from the €ast coast 1o lowa According 1o the
NewYork office, the truck was loaded by Pnison inmates. SENTINEL-TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY FRANK MORLAN
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Methodist hospital
honors Beth Brown

The following, written by Nancy O 'Brien, appeared
in the lowa Methodist Medical Center’s publication
Scope. It is reprinted with permission

Kittens and puppies are frequent visitors to lowa
Methodist Medical Center (IMMC) and now, thanks
to Beth Brown of Osceola, birds are coming to cheer
and educate patients and staff.

Brown, a wildlife rehabilitator, rehabilitates injured
and/or orphaned birds. Her specialty is raptors, or
birds of prey. She has been bringing her feathered
friends to the hospital for almost three years and is a
regular part of programming in rehabilitation.

This year, the recreation therapy department
nominated Brown for the lowa Parks and Recreation
Outstanding Lay Person Award. This award promotes
recreation, leisure and conservation and seemed a
perfect way to honor Brown for volunteering her
services and dedicating her life to helping birds. She
was commended and presented with the plaque.

"I'm humbled," said Brown. "Many people are
doing great work...the thanks from contemporaries
keeps us going..."

Brown is one of 25 licensed wildlife rehabilitators
in Iowa. In order to work with birds, both state and
federal licenses are required. Brown apprenticed un-
der Gladys Black, a premier omithologist and RN,
During this time she learned how to give shots, mend

broken bones, and care for injured birds, While much
of the care she can do herself, she works closely with
local velennarians.

Brown's main interest is in healing, rehabilitating
birds and sending them back to their natural envi-
ronments. She also teaches others about animals and
their habitats. Birds who cannot function safely again
in the wild due to their injuries or imprinting become
her educational partners. Educational birds are used
as "teachers" to introduce the public to the species,
increase awargness, dispel preconceived ideas and
promote betterunderstanding about the birds. A Barred
Owl, Bam owl, Screech owl and a Kestrel accompa-
nied her during their last visit. The arrived in pet taxis
and onleashes, ready and willing to do their work. The
entourage has made about 20 visits to IMMC alone

Last year Brown housed 68 birds. More than half of
those birds were released or placed with educators.
She works alone, with the exception of help from a
very understanding husband, and does all her work as
a volunteer. All wildlife rehabilitators in Towa are
volunteers, even at the wildlife care clinic in Ames.

Brown says everyone can help her cause by sup-
porting rehabilitation and research in lowa, support-
ing the Iowa Natural Heritage, nature conservancy
and the lowa Conservation Board.
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HIGHWAY 69 FLOODED: misprigucor e .
south side of Osceola, over %ife?réﬁng:gf;f[;ﬁ ship and Bee Creek in Knox Township are closed

Highway 69 was one of several fl
after 5.35 inches of rain fell Wed ooded or damaged

: nesday evening, . unty engineer
8. Bridges over Squaw Croek Wa.ghingl;rr:gl‘;vfﬁ: office manager. Murray reccived an unoffic
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SCS to purchase

flooded croplands

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Emergency Wetlands
Reserve Program began recently
to give landowners the option of
converting qualifying flooded
cropland to wetlands.

Land damaged by floodsin 1993
are eligible if the cost of reclaim-
ing the cropland orrepairing levees
1s more than the easement value of
the land, the land was used for crop
production at least once in the last
five years and can be restored to a
wetland.

Easement values for Clarke
County are $388 per acre, district
conservationist Lisa Cooper said.

"We think some farmers hit by
this year’s flooding will find this a
good option to trying to restore and
farm wet, flood-prone land," said
Jeff Vonk, state conservationist for
SCS. "They can save the expense
of restoring cropland inflood plains
and the environment will benefit."

Farmers need to visit their local
field office to sign up.
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New York donated hay
termed a ‘morale booster’

BY FRANK MORLAN

Four railroad cars of hay, raised by New York
farmers and loaded by inmates of a prison, arrived in
Osceola to boost the spirits and hopes of Clarke
County farmers battling more than a year of floods
and adverse weather conditions.

The railroad cars, loaded duning the week in which
most Americans paused for Thanksgiving to count
their blessing, are the first of eleven scheduled to
arnive in Osceola in the next few
weeks,

The donation, valued at an esti-
mated $24,000, is being sent to lowa
to repay Clarke County farmers who,
afew yearsago, senthayto New York
when the East Coast suffered from
drought, Clarke County at the time
was green and had bountiful amounts
of hay.

The roadway shipment of hay from
New York “went really well” said
Bant Griffith, executive director of
the Clarke County Agricultural Sta-
bilization and Conservation Service

“It's a symbolic
gesture, but

1t's one that is
appreciated”

JIM OSWALD
Clarke County Farmer

New York area farmers, arrived in Osceola and is
appreciated.

“It"s not going to save someone from going under,
but every little bit helps,” said Don Byerly, who with
his wife and partner, Kathryn, operates a medium-size
farm nine miles south of Truro.

This year the Byerlys had only one cutting of poor
quality hay, did not plant any soybeans, and saw what
com they managed to raise cut for
silage.

“It'sbeenprettytough,” Kathryn
Byerly said.

Nommal culling of their cattle
herd “will be deeper” this winter,
Don Byerly said. “And it's going
to get worse before the winter is
over,” he said.

The New York hay was given
to dozens of different size Clarke
County farming operations rang-
ing from Sharon Becker's sheep
flock to the Jim and Shelly
Oswalds' 1,000 head cattle opera-
tion.

who worked tirelessly with his ASCS
counterpartin New York state to arrange the shipment
of hay

Earlier this fall a semitrailer load of hay was sent
from New York and group of young farmers from
Indiana also sent a semitrailer load of hay 10 Osceola.

Arrangements for the railroad shipment weren't
easy. Several railroads were involved including
Burlington Northern and Conrail. There was red lape.
But, despite problems, the hay, raised by Ellicottville,

“It's a symbolic gesture, but

IU's one that 1s appreciated,” said Oswald, who finds
his operation short not only of hay but also of com.

Oswald has bought hay for $110 a ton from South
Dakota and is looking at buying $3-a-bushel com
from the local elevator.

He remembers when Clarke farmers sent hay to
New York.

“This is their way of repaying us for something we
CONTINUE ON BACK PAGE

Four rallroad cars of hay arrived In Osceola from New York farmers.
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Clarke’s conservationist

Flood of knowledge helps Lisa Cooper conserve soil

BY LAURA TIGGES

Lisa Cooper, district conservationist, leamed
first hand how to handle a flood distaster when
she started at the Soil Conservation Service in
Osceola in December of 1991.

"Once the flood was over, once the creeks
went back in their bank, it was soon forgotten,"
Cooper said. "So SCS and other agencies im-
mediately went out to collect economic infor-
mation on erosion damages and housing dam-
ages for a true assessment of how southern Iowa
was affected by the floods."

FLOOD CONTROL

Some projects have come about from the last
two years of flooding.

A flood control plan is being developed for
80,000 acres in Clarke County along Whitebreast
Creek, Cooper said.

The plan consists of a series of small flood
control dams throughout Clarke, Lucas, Warren
and Marion counties all the way 1o Red Rock to
help control the high peak flows on the creek.

Another project that came about is the
Emergency Watershed Program authorized by
congress and administered locally by county
supervisors and other local officials in lowa and
other flood-damaged states.

Clarke County was recently awarded $60,000
for road and bridge repair work. SCS works
closely with the board of supervisors and the
county engineer on the project.

“Clarke wasn't hit as hard by this year's rains
as some of our adjacent counties," the conserva-
tionist said. "Last year hit us harder than this
year did.”

The disaster this year was that farmers were
unable to plant their crops and the crops that
were planted were drowned out by excessive
rams. Two years ago it was more of an upland
Erosiomn.

"Had it been 10 or even five years ago the
erosion would have been triple what it was in
1992 and 1993." she said. "Primarily there is
IEHE st land because of the work farmers

have done to apply conservation plans."

Cooper and six other staff members at SCS
help farmers apply conservation praciicesto the
land, suchasterraces, ponds, waterand sediment
control basins, no-till farming and crop residue
farming.

VOLUNTARY TO
REGULATORY TRANSITION

In 1985 the Food Security Act went into
effect, changing SCS from a voluntary to a
regulatory agency.

Under the act, every farmer with highly
erodable land is required to have a conservation
plan to bring soil losses down to acceptable
limits, Nearly 80 percent of this county is highly
erodable land

The transition added a huge work load to the
Job, Cooper said. In this county, 1,400 conser-
vation plans had to be developed in a short
period of time, requiring SCS 1o see that compo-
nents of those plans were installed to SCS stan-
dards.

"We've had extreme difficulties the last two
years with what the weather has done to the
producer’s ability to get the practices applied
and also his financial abiltity to pay for the
instaliation of the practices," she said. "Clarke
County is blessed with producers that have areal
sense of stewardship when it comes lo conserva-
ton.”

ROLE OF SCS CHANGING

Cooper said the role of SCS and conserva-
tionists is changing.

Because of the transition from voluntary to
regulatory conservation practices, SCS deals
with alarger customer base, Many farmers have
been practicing conservation all of their lives.
but now they must prove it.

She has seen adecrease in the political power
of agricultural concems due to the decreased
farming population.

Traditionally, SCS worked with farmer cli-
ents, but as the number of farmers have de-

creased, the SCS works more with city officials,
local businesses and the Clarke County Devel-
opment Corporation.

Erosion on construction sites and applying
sediment control structures in the industial park
are current 1ssues they are facing,

SCS is also delving more into urban resource
concems.

“Urban growth hasn't affected Clarke to a
greatdeal, but there are areas that lose thousands
of acres of prime farm land to developers,”
Coopersaid. "SCSis becoming active in working
with developers to protect the resources.”

INTERESTS

Cooperdeveloped aninterestin conservation
while growing up on a farm near Randolph.

"My father and grandfather were very con-
servation minded. I think that's true of most
farmers because they want o protect what was
handed to them so they might preserve it for who
might be following in their steps."

She and her husband Jim Cooper, Resource
Conservation and Development coordinator in
Centerville, and their children Brandon, Dustin
and Evin farm nearRussell. Theyhave 120 acres
of hay and pasture land, 10 sheep and 8 horses.

Finishing their new house has been their big
project this past year \

ENJOYS WORK

Cooper is one of six female conservationists
out of 99 in the state.

“I've neverhad negative feelings about being
a woman in a traditionally male-occupied field
You're seeing more women in extension and ag-
oriented fields. Ten years ago it was something
new, now it's a way of life.”

Cooper, who was a soil conservationist in
Page County for two years and Mills County for
IwO years, said she enjoys the staff and clients
she works with in Clarke County.

"Wehave very responsible, very conscientious
producers in Clarke County who want to do
things night and have been for a long time."

Lisa Cooper, SCS district conservationist
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MARKET FOR PEST: There ma

for pesky redcedar trees which thrive in southem lowa. The trees grow
everywhere from ditches to choking valuable pasture land. See story.

Redcedar marketing
meeting planned

A meeting with landowners and
wood industry representatives in-
terested in the Cedar Phase Il
project, the harvesting and mar-
keting of Iowa eastem redcedar,
will be held Jan. 20 in Creston.

The meeting at the Southem
Iowa Resource Conservation and
Development Area, Inc. office at
10a.m.1safollow-uptoastatewide
meeting.

Steve Campbell, the procure-
ment manager for the Arkansas
Division of George C. Brown Ce-
dar Company, will speak about the
company's potential for using
lowa's eastem redcedar resource
and how landowners and sawmill
operators can work with the com-
pany.

The Cedar Phase 1 project,
funded by a $50,000 grant, con-
cluded that 39,000 acres of the
trees are available in a 15 county
area in lowa.

A $54,000 grant was provided
for Cedar Phase II to establish
markets for the trees.

Campbell is looking for 200,000
to 800,000 board feet of redcedar
and a log yard site in lowa for the
industry which manufactures ce-
dar closet limings.

Campell and Carol Jones, direc-
tor of the Cedar Phase 11 project,
will be among those touring east-
ern redcedar sites throughout
southem lowa. They will assess
the timber stands and attempt to
link interested Towa landowners
with sawmill operators,

"Marketing research into the
uses of redcedar oils and woods
has indicated the market for
redcedar wood will be steadily
increasing both domestically and
intemationally over the next sev-
eral years," Jones said.

"This growing market opens up
a rare opportunity for lowa land-
owners and wood industry busi-
nesses to meet and visit with major
redcedar manufacturers,” she
added.

The public is invited to attend
the meeting.

— GRADES 5 & 6 —
Topic:

Soil and Water Conservation
CONTEST AWARDS | The posters should be reqular poster paper, mini-

((.I._. P y 4 { ":(u":;.i"-"l... X 1.£"II_ -..g"'-"f'ut
g o & & &

A L7 mum size 14" x 22", maximum size 22" x 28"

Students may create their posters using paint

magic marker, pencil, cut and paste, crayon, or

Local Winners ‘
whatever they choose.

GRADE 5 - $20, $15, $10 for 157, 2N°, 3% places
GRADE 6 - $20, $15, $10 for 157, 280, gfo places
OVERALL WINNER ~ $50 U.S. Savings Bond '
and advancement to Regional Competition |
(9 regions in lowa)

Deadline: Entries must be deliveredto the Clarke
Soil and Water Conservation District office by
March 15, 1994,
Reglonal Winners ‘
$35 for regional winner and advancement
lo State Competition

Poster will be displayed locally, and winning en-
tnes willbe displayed at the Annual Conference for
Soiland Water Conservation District Commission-
ers in September 1994. State winners will be

| qubmltled to the National Competition, with na-
tional awards to be presented at the National
Convention in 1995.

IOWA Assoclation of Soll and Water Conservation District Commissioners

e — —_—

State Winners
$50 for state winner and advancement
to National Competition
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URPOSE

Clarke County volunicer fi rc departments conducted d controlled bum Saturday moming on the38-
acre Coyote Canyon natural resource arcanorthwest of Osceola. The wildl; fe area, funded by hunting
permit stamps and maintained by the Clarke County Conservation Board, is burned every three years

as a natural renewal p

rocess, said conservationist Anita Foland. Hunung is permitted in the area.

— —

BY LAURA TIGGES

The Clarke County Supervisors
have signed an application re-
questing planning assistance for
the four-county Whitebreast Creek
Watershed project.

The supervisors and the Clarke
County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District Commissioners sub-
mitted the application to State
Conservationist Jeff Vonk of the
Soil Conservation Service and Jim
Gulliford of the Jowa Division of
Soil Conservation.

The Whitebreast Creek Water-
shed encompasses 241,300 acres
cquivalent to 377 square miles in
Clarke, Lucas, Warren and Marion
Counties,

SCS conducted 2 study over
scveral years, which determined
the economic and environmental
needs and teasibility of the project.

This area covers upland and
Noodplain acres from the creek’s
headwaters, five miles west of In-
lerstate 35 ncar Osceola, to the
lower end of the watershed, about
seven miles south of Lake Red
Rock.

The purpose of the project is to
prevent fMoodwater damages 1o
Crops, pastures, agricultural fa-
cilities, roads, railroad tracks,
homes, businesses and to prevent
the loss of recreation at Lake Red
Rock.

Major floods have Ooccurred in
thearcain 1947, 1962, 1981 , 1982,
1990, 1992 and 1993

According 1o the reporn com-
piled by the SCS. average annual
Noodwater damages to cropland
and pasture land is $905.000 and to
farm roads, bridges, fences and

$12 million
offered for
watershed

other agricultural facilities is
$543,000,

The project includes the instal-
lation of 200 dams to contro run-
off from 92,500 acres,

"The SCS is prepared to build
dams 5-40 acres in size, given the
topography of the arca and the
drainage needed," District Con-
servationist Lisa Cooper said.

No specific structure sites have
been identified yet.

The total installation cost is €s-
limated at $12,216,700 to be paid
100 percent by the SCS, minus the
$1,925,400 estimated valye of the
land farmers agree o donate for
casements on their propeny.

The cities of Osceoia and
Chariton are discussing the possi-
bility of installing a dam for water
supply, similarto what was done at
the Twelve-Mile Reservoir,

"They could work together 1o
find a common site," Cooper said.

If large impoundments are in-
stalled for purposes other than flood
control, local groups will have to
pay for it, she added.

No local funds will be used for
the project, but the board of su-
pervisors may choose to levy taxes

for the operation and maintenance
of the dams,

In 15-20 years, minor mainte-
nance such as adding np-rap or
removing trees could be required,
Cooper explained.

At this time, SCS is developing
plans, identifying sites and han-
dling other administrative tasks.
Dam construction will begin in 3-
S years and could take up to 15
ycars to complete.

SRy




POSTER CONTEST WINNERS

Clarke students and winners in the Soil and Water Conservation stewardship poster contest were, fron
row, left to right, Jennifer Reynolds and Nichole Reynolds. Back row, Erin Nennig, Eddie Lundquist
Colton Cummings.

SENTIMNEL-TRIBUNE PHOTO BY TAD JOHNSON
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OSTER CONTEST WINNERS

Murray students and winners in the Soil and Water Conservation stewa rdship poster contest were, front

row, left o nght, Heather Dunfee, Tara Halls and Stefanie Cowden. Back row, Sarah McBumey, Ben
Wamer and Michelle Gamer. SENTINEL- TRIBUNE PHOTO BY TAD JOHNSON

—

—

L

i




Cooper to new position

Lisa Cooper, Clarke District Soil Conservationist, has resigned that
position 10 accept a post as coordinator for the Heartland Resource
fvation and Development (RC&D) agency based in Indiann}a.
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BIRDHOUSES
Murray Campfire Kids recently built bluebird nesting houses
under the supervision of Clarke County Conservationist Anita
Foland and Beth Brown of Osceola. The boxes were placed on the
Harold Schrodt farm. Left to nght are, Kendrick Renken, Foland.
Cale Johnson, Le Ann Renken, Brown, Kimberly Akers and Ashley

Ross. Not pictured are, lcaders, Tammy Fulkerson and Donna
Johnson.
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Water quality, soil conservation unite

West Lake water quality project continues in it’s

BY LAURA TIGGES

The West Lake Water Quality
Planning Project continues in its
third year in Clarke County

Area fammers along with Soil
Conservation Service, U.S. Envi
ronmental Protection Agency, the
Department of Natural Resources,
Department of Agnculture and
Land Stewardship, lowa State
University Extension and DuPont
Agricultural Products arc working
together to reduce siltation and
chemical levels in West Lake

Builtin 1934, the lake supplics
dnnking water to Osceola, Wood-
bum and many rural Clarke County
residents.

Recently, Jack Nish, a farmerin
the West Lake watershed, was rec-
ogmized for his contnbutions to the
management of waler quality in
West Lake.

Nish played the lead role in
collecung weather data in the wa-
ler shed for the past three years. As
part of the recognition Nish re-
ceived, DuPont presented him with
a ncw weather monitoning station.

“Jack’s spirit of cooperation and
support has been recognized by all
those involved in this cffort. It
symbolizes the contributions of all
the farmers in the watershed who
have changed their crop and land

management practices to help ad-
dress the water quality issue,” said
Tom Koranck, local DuPont ficld
dgronomisL

THE RESULTS

Since the West Lake watershed
management program began in
1991, a number of successes have
been achieved including

® Major reductions in soil cro-
ston, No-ull was used on 80 per-
cent ol the com acres in 1993,
comparcd to 20) percent in 1991
No-tll was also used on 80 pereent
ol the soybean acres in 1993,
comparcd 1o 100 percent conven-
tional trillage used in 1991

® Contour no-till practices re-
duced soil loss by 61 percent

® Contour buffer stnps reduced
soil loss by 55 percent.

® Usc of terraces reduced soil
loss by 76 percent.

® The level of atrazine and
Bladex fell below the Maximum
Contaminaic Level by 1992

For land contracted in the pro-
gram, the average soil loss was 9.7
lons per acre a ycar before the
project. Since the project, the loss
has been three tons per acre per
year

Looking at the water shed as a
whole, soil loss went from 20.4 1o

-

Teol and K.C Killkenny

6.2 tons per acre.

“Through all these efforts.
valuable information has been
gamncd to help farmers operate
profitably and implement new
practices which help reduce runof
of soil, nutnents, and crop protec-
tion products,” Koranck said. All
the farmers in the watershed have
contnbuted to this effon."”

A charcoal filtering system was
installed at the West Lake waler
plant to help control the chemical
level.

West Lake 1s at a safe level, but
the wateris monitored regularly so
1 the chemical level is high, more
charcoal 1s added to filier the
chemicals out of the waler

Nish momitors rainfall in the
watershed, to explain why chemi-
cal levels may have peaked at cer-
lain iumes. Also farmers alent SCS
when they apply atrazine and
Bladex so more charcoal 1s added

“Rainfall works hand in hand
with runoff and difference in water
quality,” Vicki Flahenty, West Lake
Project Coordinator, said. "In the
spring the levels are higher when
larmers are putting crops in and
with heavy rain, there's more run
off."

PROGRAM BACKGROUND

Flarherty said the project staried
to control the high siltation prob-
lem, then DuPont got involved
when the levels of Bladex and
airazine were high.

DuPont’s role in the project was
lo conduct studies and advisc
larmers on herbicides and pesti-
cides for the best management
practices in the watershed

The West Lake project is onc of
Lthree water quality projects in the
Midwest in which DuPont is in-
volved 1o establish a data base

The program is completely vol-
untary, but the farmers reccived a
onc-time payment for the number
ol acres put under contract for five
vcars

The payments are designed 1o
help pay for converting to no-till
farm cquipment

Twelve farmers have contracted

3.000) acres inthe watershed project
and conscrvation practices arc used
on an additonal 1,100 acres not in
contracts.
By joining the project, farmers are
cducated and trained about best
management practices so they can
continue to protect the lake after
the project ends.

~This is not a narrow focus. If
YOu want a pecrmanent change, they
have 1o understand what they're
doing as well," Alan Teel, field
coordinator of integrated crop
management for the Extension,
said.

SOIL SAMPLING

SCS and the Extension provide
scouting and soil sampling for the
participating farmers.

Becky Harris, integrated crop
management consultant for the
Extension, checks the land under
contract for insects and weed
growth to assist farmers with the
best management practices for
profitability of the land.

With the information gathered,
tarmers can spot spray ficlds rather
than spray the entire field to reduce
the amonnt nf chemirale send

TYATTTS Arsor taKes soil Sampies
lor the Exiension which are then
tested for nitrogen, phosphomus
and polassrum, putrients necded

lor Crops=, but are pPotentially un-
healthy in watcer

CHANGING
FAEM PRACTICES
"IT's been a sacrifice for the
famers,” Flaheny said. “"With the
witather and obstacles Ihcy'rc had
13 overcome, we re happy with the
changes that have been made ™
K.« Kilkenny, one of the 12
larmers parucipating in the project,

has 320 acres contracted in the

third year in Clarke County

walcr shed

I'he two biggest changes he has
madc 15 swilching 1o no-tll and
contour planting

The main benefits he said. are
keeping soil and herbicides out of
the lake. As a farmer, another
benefit he has experienced is an
increased number of canthworms
in the soil

"The advantage is you get the
carthworms to do the ullage for
you," he said

Notincluding last vear's Nooded
crops, his farm yiclds have stayed
about the same using the conser-
valion practices

Kilkenny said he is commitied
L0 continuing the conservation
practices after the project is over
because he has changed his ma-
cry and the conservation practices
arc working well

Contrary to what many farmers
believe, the no-till and conserva-
tion farming has not been more
expensive.

"Herbicide costs are up, but I'm
nol suve I don't make up for it in
saved fuel and reduced hours spent
in the field,” Kilkenny said.

Less hours spent in the field
means slower depreciation of trac-
tors, costing $85,000 to $150,000,
whichis anothersavings, he added.

Kilkenny said there is no doubt
more farmers will be adopting these
farm practices, in light of the new
farm bill.

No-tll bean drilling has ex-
ploded. What was once used by
only one or two farmers in the
county 1s now practiced by 15-20
farmers,

The biggest sacrifice a farmer
makes he said is in the change of
attitude.

"It's kind of scary 1o change the
ways you've been doing things for
15 years," he said.

Teel said the types of weeds
they deal with changs and hey
have w0 adapt 10 planting in 5 no-
tilled field bed. In adcition, some
lcave buffer strips when they used

TSome say that's not woo bad, but
iry dnnking a cup of colfee with
the other hand for two wecks and
scc how it feels,” Teel said. ""This
I8 ot just the pleasure of coffoe.

but the way he's making a living
and fecding his family "

Holh famers in the walershed
and consumers of the wisler have a
Slake m this project, Teel said. The
waler consumers have had o pay o

price axs well

Overthe entire lile span of West
raiscd threo
umes al the cosLio consumers duc

Lake, the dam was

L siltation Nillinge the lake

The lake can't be mised again
wilthoul broadenine the base and

o ki ™
FARMER’S EFFORTS APPRECIATED: Jack Nish rc-

ceived a weather monitonng station from Tom Koranck, DuPont ficld
agronomist, for collecung weather data in the water shed.

walersined, show it can be done
profitably so others will adopt those
practices. \

Tcel anucipates continued
monitonng of West Lake's water
quality after the 5-year project 1s
concluded :

“Water quality is a big issue
nghtnow,” he said. "My feeling is
all water sheds will be monitored
for along time to come, but I don't
know how. It's an imporant issue
and 1t's not going away."

silt can't be dug out, Teel said
“No onc wanted to invest in a
soil conservation program until this
came along,” Teel said. "Some-
Lthing should have been done after
the dam was raised the first ime

CONSERVATION
PRACTICES CONTINUE

Not all farmcrs inthe waler shed
have chosen to join the project, but
Teel hopes that the farmers who
use conservation practices in the




Commissioner election slated

Two Clarke County Soil and
WaterConservation District Com-
missioners will be elected Nov_ 8
during the general election.

Any elector in the district is
eligible for the SiX-year term com-
mencing Jan. 3, 1995, but no more

One commissioner can reside
in one township.

Incumbent commissioners are
Terry L. Boles of Grand River,
Doyle Township; Dale Chidester
of Weldon, Franklin Townshipand
JoAnn Sickels of Weldon, Knox
Township.

Prospective candidates seeking
to fill the offices previously held
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by Donald Bennink of Osceola,
Green Bay Township and LuFlla
Pontier of Osceola, Ward Town.-
ship, must filenomination petitions
available at the auditor's office
The petitions, requinng 25 signa-
tures, must be filed by § p-m. on
Aug. 31,

Soil and water conservation
district commissioners serve
without salary and guide the overall
soil and water conservation pro-
gram in the county,

For more information on the
position, contact Clarke County
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
tnct Office at 342-2017.
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Curtis Donohue

Tama man
named head
of soil service

Curtis Donohue, previously of
Toledo, recently filled the district
conservauonist position at Soil
Conservation Service that was va-
cated by Lisa Cooper.

Donohue was a soil conserva-
tionist at the Toledo field office in
Tama County for 5% years and soil
conservation technician at the
Knoxville field office in Marion
County for 2 years. He received a
bachelor of science degree in wa-
ler resource management from the
Universtiy of lowa.
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Soil, water
commissioners
terms expire

The terms of two Clarke County
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
tnct Commissioners expire this
year,

Individualsinterested inseeking
the office of soil and water con-
scwal_inndismctmmmi.ssinmrcan
pick up nomination petitions from
the County Auditor.

These petitions must be filed by
4:30 p.m. on Aug. 31,

For information contact the
Clarke County Soil and Water
Conservation District office.
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Cost share Program available
for manure handling structures

Pork producers are €ncouraged
l0 take advantage of 3 program to
help share the cost of installing
Mmanure handling and storage fa-

cilities.

The new program, called the
Organic Nutrient Management
Fund, is being administered by the
lowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship Division of

Soil and Water Conservation.

—

It was initially adopted by the
lowa Legislature and signed by the
Govemorin 1993 It is designed to
Provide incentives for the benefit
of the environment.

Interested producers should
coniact their local Soil and Water
Conservation office, or call the
department of agniculture at 515-
281-5321,
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Town and country relations workday organized

BY LAURA TIGGES

A Town and Country Relations
Workday has been organized in
Clarke County to improve relation-
ships among the two groups.

A Town and Country Relations
Committee was organized by an
inter-governmental relations group
In the county

Steve Smith, member of the
committee, said the workday 1S a
revival of the farmer-businessmen
dinners that were annual events that
ended about 30 years ago

Bul instead of just meeung for a
meal, receiving awards and listen-
Ing to speakers, this program goes
further.

Participants go 1o work with an-
other person for a day to see whal
their typical work day is like

"Inmy age group, almost every-
one had farm roots, but the next
generation doesnot have farm roots
to know what it's like on a farm,”
Smith said. "A lot of rural people
don't know the challenges business
people face. The program shows
the needs and concerns of both
sides.”

Participants were paired up ran-
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domly last winter at a chali supper
In February, the group will meet at
a dinner tentatively scheduled with
the Soil Conservation Service
awards banquet. At the banquet,
members of the group will share
theirexperiences working on a farm
or spending a day at an office or
business in town

Dennis Page, manager of
Hardee s, said the program IS an
excellent idea that should be con-
tinued next year. He will go to work
with Richard Barr and will have
Condon Clark go to work with him
al Hardee's

"It's a good leaming experience
to see what someone else does. It
might surprise someone 1o see an
area they're not familiar with," Page
said.

Emd Kendall, another partici-
pant, spent a day on the David
Cumes farm, She enjoyed the day,
having been raised on a farm, and
leamed how farming hasprogressed
and become more technical over
the years.

Kendall went to the Cumes’ farm
this fall on a chilly, rainy moming.

“"Weather doesn't stop a farmer,”
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kKendall said. "1 hived on a farm for
many years and we didn't ehhminate
the chores because the weather was
undesirable.”

She went with David Cumes
son Kelly Cumes 1o feed cattle in
umber-pastures. By the ume all the
cattle were fed, 1t had stopped
raining. David’s wife, Connie
Cumes, prepared an early lunch so
they could go out to the field

While the meal was being pre-
pared., Kendall saw the office
equipped with a compuler (o store
farm records and to receive daily
weather reports from the National
Weather Bureau

After lunch, she rode in a cem-
bine to watch the com being har-
vested. One of the highlights was
seemng deer come out of a field

"In my mind, | was comparing
the harvesting of com in previous
years. Horse drawn wagons, farm-
ers hand-picking the com ear-by-
edar and row-by-row. Then tractors
pulling two-row pickers," Kendall
said.

"1 saw how large the machinery
15 and how they can farm more
ground moreefficiently,” she added
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"I was especially impressed with
the Cumes's. They are really up-to
date.”

Terry Cummings will be spend-
ing a day with Kendall at the
recorder's office in the courthouse
She plans to show him her daily
responsibilitics as well as those of
Treasurer-elect Kim Reynolds and
Auditor Anita Chandler

Kendall said 1t is important to
see how others work

“It's imponant for us 1o interact
with each other. They say, 'If I ran
the office, I'd do this and that' and
we think the same thing about
farming,” she explained. "We need
more cooperation.”

Farmer Mike Patterson is slated
(o attend work with Kevin
Klemesrud at Amenican State Bank.
Murray Schools Superintendent
Lynn Padellford was selected to
visit the Patterson farm,

“In my opinion, spending one

day with someone won't give much

insight into their jobs but gives you
an opportunity (0 meel someone
and leamm their views,” Patlerson
said

Clarke County farmers
honored for conservation

Ina first-of-1ts-kind effort, more than 175 Clarke County farmers will
be recognized for their soil and water conservation accomplishments.

An open housc has been organized by the Clarke County Soil and
Water Conservation District Commissioners and the Osceola Field
Office of the Natural Resources Conservation Service. The open house
EI]_] be held Dec. 7 from 2-4 p.m. at the USDA building at 709 Fumas

rve.

The open house 1s being held in association with the govemor's
proclamationof Conservation Farmer Appreciation Week, in an effort 1o
recognize the conservation efforts of farmers in Clarke County,

Selected farmers will receive an invitation to the open house; a thank
you letter from Senator Charles Grassley (R-lIowa) and Senator Tom
Harkin (D-lowa); several environmental, conservation and sporting

invited to the event,
_lowa conservation farmers have accepled the conservation practices
1ssued by Congress in the 1985 and 1990 farm bill. The result is record-
PrOEress in resource protection. Soil erosion on cropland has been cut by
35 percent since 1982, according to the National Resource Inventory. No
till farming was used on 4.3 million acres of lowa row crops in 1994,
jcven iimes more than in 1984

Many other conservation practices such as grassed walcrways, con-

lour faming, stripcropping and grassed field borders are now visible on
the landscape.

Y ; groups and the program sponsors. Community leaders have also been
NenZrel Suibicos




FARMERS RECOGNIZED

District Conservationist Curt Donahue of the
center, talks to Clarke County farmers who were

practices.
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SENTINEL-THIBLUNE PHOTO 0Y LALRA THaGES

o

. " . / f &+ B -
Qe pe. NorZrcl-Tintc

F - - I:—f-f?
"J',, pe2anlien K”{ 177 ?Z

Workshops will be conducted

A two-pan, "hands-on" grant
search/grant wniting workshop will
be conducted by Southem lowa
Resource Conservation & Devel
opment Area, Inc. (RC&D), Jan
28 and Feb., 25 at Southwestem
Community College in Creston

The workshops will run from 8
am. 1o 5 p.m, cach day

The first workshop will show
how [0 conduct a grant search,
dpproach aprospective funder, and

‘win” the interviewing process.
Participants will be divided into
groups and will be asked to select
a sample community project.

The second workshop will in-
Clude how to get community sup-
port, prepare a budget, and write a
proposal.

Instructors will be Dennis Hilger
and Lana Pals of the RC & D.

For more information and fees
call the RC & D, 515-782-7058.

BY LAURA TIGGES

Do cattle walking in pasture
streams effect the quality of our
drinking water?

That question is being answered
Dy a study administered by Natural
Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS)ina 16-county area in South
Central lowa.

Becky Harnis, soil conservationist
and project coordinator, said the four-
year Southemn lowa grazing/water
quality project was developed to
determine the impact of cattle oraz-
ing along warm water stream banks
1o water quality.

The Clean Water Act of 1977
drew attention to the need to identify
non-point sources of pollution in
lowa’s water supply, Harris said.

Non-point sources are those that
can't be seen directly going in the
water. Sedimentation from fields and
pastures in streams that drain to a
waler source 1S one example.

To conduct the study, three to six
demonstration sites will be set up in
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pastures in the region. So far, three
farmers in Clarke, Marion and Union
Counties have been comtacted and
show interest in the project.

The pastures used as demonstra-
uonsites have tomeet Department of
Natural Resources critena and have
a stream running through the land,
Hammis said.

Atthe demonstrationsites, cattle's
access o streams will be limited
through a pasture management Sys-
lem such as rotational grazing, An
altlernative water source will be used
suchasa pond or waterpumped from
the stream.

Al the same time, the farmer will
be able to maintain or improve prof-
itability through altemative man-
agement practices,

There are two major components
1o the study.

The firstisa watermonitoring and
evaluation program to determine the
impacts of grazing, if any, on the
physical, chemical and biological
characteristics along the stream
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banks. Second, a forage and herd
Management program will be devel-
oped 1o assist the farmer,

Northem Iowa grazing/water
quality projects have indicated that
grazing along riparian areas, orstream
banks, does have a negative Impact
on water quality in warm water
streams.

Some of the problems related (0
grazing riparian areas are erosion,
organic enrichment and decrease of
wildlife habitat, Harris said.

"However, research has also
shown that by applying suitaple
Management practices to pastures,
many of the undesirable conditions
can be minimized," she said.

Funds are available to the farmer
to assist with materials needed 1o
C4ITY Oul management practices
which control where the catile graze.

These materials include fencing,
ponds, seeding, and walenng sys-
tems such as pumps and hydranis,
A cow-calf study was conducted
by the University of Missouri that

showed profitability was increased
by using altemative warer sources,

Hamis said,

Some cattle drank from a stream
where the cows were allowed to walk
in the stream, which stirs up the
sediment. Other calves dranksclean
water and their weaning weight in-
creased by 50 pounds per calf.

“That could really increase the
farmer’s profitability,” Harris said

Harris, who also works on the
Lucas County Lakes Warter Quality
Project , said the project will not cut

off total access (o streams, but limit
dCCESs Lo see ifit reduces erosion and
gives farmers economical benefits,

"Our goal is not 1o regulate farm-
ers, but to study limitations to see if
they have any economical or envi-
ronmental impacts," Harris said

"I think there is BOINg 10 be more
focus on waterquality. It's just begin-
mng now and we're here 1o help
farmers prepare for it."

Becky Harris
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Same services offered locally

by reorganized USDA agencies

The reorganization of U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA)
agencies will not have much effect
on faémers in Clarke County, a
local official said.

The reorganization is expected
to result in better service and save
taxpayers $3.6 billion nationwide
over the next five years.

USDA agencics have been re-
named to reflect the services they
offer.

The Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service (ASCS)
is now the Consolidated Farm
Service Agency (CFSA). Farm
lending programs of the former
Farmer's Home Administration
(FmHA) will be transferred to
CFSA in the coming months.

Soil Conservation Service has
been renamed Natural Resources
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Conscrvation Service (NRCS).
Bart Griffith, director of Clarke

County's CFSA, said local farmers

will not experience any change in

operation because ASCS, FmHA

and SCS were under one roof be-

A lot of the reorganization tak-
ing place across the nation does
not apply to programs offered in
Towa, he said.

NEW CROP
INSURANCE PROGRAM

In addition to the reorganiza-
tion, a new law was passed called
the Federal Crop Insurance Re-
form Act of 1994,

This act combines the old USDA
crop insurance program with the
disaster assistance programs pre-
viously administercd by ASCS.

This law will better scrve those

effected by losses duc (o disasiers

like the floods of 1993 _
forc. The same services will be

£ offered in the same building now,

but under different names.

No one is losing jobs at the
Clarke County offices, Gnffith
said. Most of the reduction in
workforce is from those taking
carly retirement, but no onc in
Clarke County was cligible.

Applications due
for conservation
cost share aid

The Clarke Soil and Water

Conservation District is currently
accepting applications for cost
share assistance for soil conserva-
tion work.
~ Ehgible practices include no-

tull planting, contouring and con-
lour stnp-cropping, windbreaks,
grade stabilization structures, grass
waterways, pasture and hayland
plantings, terraces and water and
sediment basins.

Please contact the district office
at 709 Fumas Drive, Osceola.

Applications will be accepted
all year, but those prior to Jan. 27

will have a better chance for ap-
proval.
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REAP cost-share

applications available

The Clarke Soil and Water
Conservation District is accepting
applications for cost-share assis-
tance through the lowa Division of
Soil Conservation Resource En-
hancement and Protection (REAP)
Act Program.

Some of the practiceseligible in
Clarke County are stnp Cropping,
critical areaplanting, field borders,
filter strips, pasture and hayland
planting and farmstead wind-
breaks. Cost-share rates arc maxi-
mum of 75 percent.

Practicescligible only inside the
Whitebreast Creek Watershed wesl
of Interstate 35 arc grassed water-
ways, grade stabilizaton Struc
tures, terraces, water and sediment
control basins, diversions, and
animal wasie management Sys-
tems. These practices are available

al amaximum cost-share rate of 50
percent,

The district can requcsl
additonal funds from the Divison
of Soil Conservation for applica-
tions made befnrrs Marchﬂ'_!. To

1 by the distnct office al
% %m E)ﬁve. Osceola or call
§15-342-2917.
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According to this law, farmers
must sign up for at least the cata-
strophic level of crop insurance
coverage to be cligible for USDA
programs and bencfits such as
Acrcage Reduction Programs in-
cluding deficienty payments,
commodity price support loans,
Conservation Reserve Program
payments and FmHa loans,

Any crop accounting for 10
percent or more of a producer's
farm income must be insurcd.

"This 15 4 nsk management
policy similar to thosc written by
independent insurance agencies,”
Griffith said. "Independent agen-
cies can offer a mgher buy-up
policy as in the past.”







TO THE PARENT: Encourage your child
to create pictures and designs. It can be a
lot of fun!

Have a good assortment of crayons,
pencils, or felt tip markers for this activity.
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