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Nutrient management improves
water quality and profits

Too much of a good thing on a
farm can be bad. That includes
plant nutrients. John Will, Clean
Water Project Coordinator for the
lowa Great Lakes, says, "You want
to apply the correct amount and
form of plant nutrients to optimize
yields and minimize adverse
ympacts on water quality.”

John recommends first getting a
soil test, setting realistic yield
goals, and crediting contributions
from previous years' crops to
determine crop nutrients needs for
the next crop.

Then, prepare a nutrient
management plan to help you apply
nutricnis al the proper time and
ratle. Nutrient sources include
animal manure, sludge, legume
credits, and commercial fertilizers.
When . manure is used, it's
important to have it tested first, or
at least have the nutrient content

estimated to determing its nutricnt
content.

The following steps reduce the
potential for nutrients to go unused
and wash or infiltrate into water
supplies: .

Choose the best application
method - use broadcast, starter,
surface band, irrigation, or
injection,

Use a late spring nitrogen test,
when corn plants are 6 to 12 inches
tall,

Relfrain from applying nitrogen
in the fall except if the nitrogen is
associated with potassium
applications.

Avoid applying manure on frozen
or snow covered ground if possible.

Test soils once every three years.

Establish a winter cover crop if
there's a possibility of nitrogen
leaching because of a poor crop
yield.

As participants in the ASCS
Programs (Water Quality Incentive
Project and SP-53) can attest (o,
nutrient management plans can save
money and increase yields. Many
who have taken part in these
programs continue to have ;hmr
soil tested simply because it makes
sense. The savings in fertilizer
costs and increase in crop yield
more than pays for the cost of the
soil test, yet decreases nutrient
input overall, In summary, you
save money and help improve ‘the
environment.

SCS can help farmers develop a
nutrient management plan. The
plan is a good way to make sure
your crops will have enough of the
nutrients they need. Bul not more
than can be used. The plan will
also increase your profitability, an
important part of farming these
days.




District’'s 50th Anniversary

Celebrate 50 years at
SWCD Open House

By LEO PRESTON,
District Conservationist
USDA Natural Resources

Conservation Service

Two very special events will be
celebrate next Tuesday during an
open house sponsored by the
Dickinson County Soil and Waler
Conservation Distnict.

1994 is the 50th Anniversary year
for the organization of the
Dickinson Soil And Walter
Conservation Distnct (SWCD).
Fifty years ago the Dickinson
SWCD was chartered by the State
of Jowa and charged with the
restoration and conservation of the
sotl and waler relaled resources of
the county.

The history ol the Dickinson
SWCD will be featured at the open
house. Pictures of past
commissioners, scrapbooks
showing conservauon acuviues of
the past and exhibils showing
current activities will be on
display.

The SWCD is govemed by live
commissioners elected in the

general election who serve 1o sel
local policy and direction. These
officials receive technical assistance
in carrying out their programs from
the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (formerly
known as the Sol Conservation
Service,) Together this team
provides help to the public in soil
erosion control, water quality
planning, soils information and
conservation education.

The open house will also serve as
a way Lo thank hundreds of
Dickinson County Farmers for
their conservation progress in
protecting our productive soil and
clean water, December 5-11 was
proclaimed Conservation Farmer
Appreciation Week by Governor
Terry Branstad (o show appreciation
o conservation-minded farmers
across lowa. Many Counties are
holding similar gatherings in
observance of Conservation Farmer
Appreciation Week.

Celebrate 50 years

rom ANNIVERSARY, page 1

As a small token of appreciation,

farm owners and farm operators
attending the open house will
reccive an oval-shaped pewter
omamenl with a “thank you"
engraved Into a conservation scene.
lhey will also receive an
appreciation letter from lowa
senators Tom Harkin and Charles
Grassley, along with a thank you
card and a “proud 1o be a
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conservauon farmer™ window

sticker.

The open house will be held in
the Community Building on
luesday December 6th from ! - 4
p.m. Refreshments will be served.

The celebration is open to the
public. Come and celebrate S0
Years of Conservation and help say
thank you 1o all those conservation
farmers in the county,
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SCS is re-named |

Natural Resources®,
Conservation Service

The U.S. Department ol
Agriculture’s Soil Conservation
Service has had a name change 0
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service. The new agency was
authorized as part of USDA's
reorganization in. October by
Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy

“Our new name more accurately
reflectls what we do,” said Leroy
Brown, lowa's State
Conservationist for the Natural
Resources Conservauon Service.
“Our responsibilitiecs go farther
than soil conservation. they have
for some time.”

While the agency has focused on
soil conservation for the past 60
years, it has also been the key
federal agency to offer technical
he'n on private lands for
improvements to water, wildlife
habitat, woodlands, grasslands, and
other resources connected to the
land. More recently, the agency has
worked with the nation’s private
landowners o increase acreage of
grasslands, wetlands and woodlands
through USDA programs.

“More than two-thirds of the land
in this country is privately owned
Those pnvaie landowners are the
key to our environmental well-

L Suksle s Coniry ! e gy
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being,” Brown said. “"We will
continue to build on our 60 years
of experience with a unigue
relationship between the federal
government and those landowners,
as well as the conservation
partnership with local conservation
districts,” Brown added.

The new Natural Resources
Conservation Service will continue
o have responsibility for all the
programs of the former Soil
Conservation Service. In addituon,
several other programs have been
transferred to it, including the
Wetlands Reserve Program, the
Water Bank Program, the Forestry
Incentives Program, the Colcrado
River Salinity Control Program,
and the Farms for the Future
Program.

The Natural Resources
Conservation Service will
increasingly look at all resources
on privale lands as ils resource
conservationists help private
landowners on a voluntary basis,
“What's done on our vast acreage of
private lands encompasses so much
more than the soil resource - our
waler, our woodlands, our wildlife,
our air and our quality of life
should also be considered.™

Front (I-r): Ann Northey, Deirdre Braband, Damarys Mortenson

Back (l-r): Leo Preston, David Kohlhaase, John Wills

Front (I-r): Mark Ingwersen, Keith Van Kleek, Chris Hoffman

Back (I-r): Jared Herbert, Orville Berg, Maurice Dougal, Tim Hemphill
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TREES & SHRUBS
FOR SALE

Call Soon for
Best Selection!
~Limited Supply of Some Varieties—

Green Ash, 5'-8" (must be ordered in bundies of 10) . $1.70 ea.
Lilac, 2"=3" (must be ordered kn bundies of 10) | S.TU ea.
Redosier Dogwood, 3'-4 (must be ordered in bundies of 2 $.80 ea.

Hawkeye
Honeysuckle, 2'-3" (must be ordered in bundies 01 25) ... $.80ea.

Eastern Red Cedar, 18%24" .........cvvrernen.n. $6.00 2.
Colorado Blue Spruce, 15%18" ................. $7.00 ea.
Black Hills Spruce, 15"18" ....c.couvmeivvnnanns $7.00 ea.

Scolch PIng, 15%18" ...cocienreerusnsenrsanssenes $5.50 ea.
Other Sizes and Varielies Available.

ORDER BEFORE MARCH 14TH - CALL NOW!
This is just a partial listing of trees available. For more info, call

DICKINSON COUNTY SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT OFFICE

Hwy. 9 & 71 = Spirit Lake
Phone 336-2604 or 338-4912

KEEP OUR LAKES CLEAN: DJ Kohlhassa (center) won this year's
Soil and Water Consarvation poster contest for grades K-1. He Is Mrs.
Maahs' first grade class and the son of Dave and Deb Kohlhasse of
Spirit Lake. David Rodawig (left) of MHR Insurance and Mark
Ingwersen, district commissioner of the 8BWCD presented DJ with his
award. His poster will go on to the regional level where it will compete
with posters from 13 other counties. This contest was sponsored by
the Dickinson County 8Soil and Water Conservation District
commissioners and M-H-R Insurance. (Photo by Bue Laue)

Herberts named Conservation Farmers of the Year

By DORY MEARS pheasant and other wildlife policy changes. They also propose

Staff Writer populations through habitat and support conservation legislation

On Thursday, April 6, the improvement, public awareness and which benefits wildlife populations
Dickinson County Pheasants education, and land management gt botk the state and federal levels.

Forever held their 11th annual
banquet at the Expo Building at the
Dickinson County Fairgrounds.
Over 600 meals were served,
breaking last years record.
According to Don Lamb, co-
chairman of the board, a new record
was also set in net profits this year
as they exceeded $36,000. The
money raised this year will all be
spent in Dickinson County,
purchasing land for habitats.
Money will also be used to buy
trees.
Jared and Mary Herbert of rural
Lake Park were chosen by the Soil
Conservation Office as
Conservationist Farmer of the Year.
The Herbert's eamned this award as a
result of their extra efforts in soil
conservation and wildlife
nreservation. :
The organization is dedicated to the
prolection and enhancement of
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IOWA GREAT | Al

CLEAN WATER PROJ

W ';I?M i

i 18

W MENELEIT IR
Vi




Partners in Stewardship

and Water Stewardship Week, Ap

STEWARDSHIP WEEK
was the theme of Soil
il 24 - May 1,

1994

The purpose of Soil and Water Stewardship Week Is to
create a larger awareness of our responsibilities for
stewardship of the natural resources that susiain us
all. Stewardship observances can also draw public
attention to local resource problems, and efforts being

made in the

community to help solve them

This week has become a special iime (o remind

all people that these gifts warrant their best in

creative conservation and considerate management

The Dickinson County SWCD, which works

throughout the year on soill and water conservation
measures provided church bulletin covers, program
inserts, and children’s educational supplements free to
the churches in the county. The Commissioners also
furnished literature, educational materials, and posters
that describe how people are dependent upon and
interact with trees

Change comes slowly to
wetlands requlations

Two victories for landowners were
‘scored recently in the baltle over
‘wetlands regulations. One victory
‘was an agreement naming the Soil
‘Conservation Service (SCS) as the
lead federal agency for determining

‘wetlands on farmland, The other
‘was a decision to remove prior
converted cropland from wetlands
regulations.

In the late 1980s, regulatory
programs designed to protect
wetlands became a center of
controversy. With four federal
agencies involved, the enforcement
of wetlands regulations became
complicated, inflexible and
inconsistent. The controversy
caught the attention of President
Clinton, who formed an interagency
group 1o review federal wetlands

policy.

-~ A package of wetlands reform
‘initiatives from that working group
included the two victorics
‘mentioned earlicr. Farmers will
now be able to rely on SCS maps
for determining the extemt of
wetlands under both  the
swampbuster provisions of the
1985 farm bill and Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act

- Previously, farmers participating
in federal farm programs received a
wetland map from the SCS for
Swampbuster purposes. I that
Tarmer needed a Section 404 permit
for work in wetlands, the Corps of
Engineers or Environmental

Protection Agency required an
additional wedand determination. It

wasn't uncommon for a farmer 10
get different determinations [rom
different agencies.

The change in definition of pnor
converted cropland is also a rclicl
for farmers, For a time, land that
had once been a wetland fell under
current federal regulations for
wetlands. This ruling ensures that
the 53 million acres of prior
converied cropland will no longer

be subject to those regulations,

Despite the progress that has been
made, legislation is still needed. A
classification system necds to be
established that rates wetlands based
on function and values. Greater
protection is neceded for truly
unique, high value wetlands, while
less stringent regulations are needed
for low value and marginally wet
arcas.

SCS is now the
lead federal agency
for determining
wetlands on

farmland.
= = =% - — =i

Incentives to encourage voluntary
protection of wetlands are necded.
States necd to assume more
responsibility  for wetlands
protection. A simple and speedy
process for landowner appeals needs
0 be established. And provisions
need 1o be made for compensating

landowners for the loss of economic
usc of private lands.

During debate on reauthorizing the
Clean Water Acl, common sense
will need 10 be applicd as new
federal wetlands protection policies
are writlen.

Urban clean water
efforts pay off

To the editor:

The urban clean water efforts have
been very helplul for cleaming up
the lowa Greal Lakes. In the past 3
years, the Clean Water Project for
the lowas Great Lakes has been
focusing on the farmers located in
the watershed, It s true, the farmers
do produce a lot of pollutants.
However, pollution occurs in the
cities as well, because of fertilizer
application, pesucide application,
and other types of pollution in the
urban community.

Many wurban residents, for
example, may be putting up to 10
times more fenilizer per acre than a
farmer. Many times the fertilizer is
probably the largest problem in the
urban community as far as
pollution is concerned. A person
can take steps Lo avoid unnccessary
applications of fertilizer, One of the
best ways 1o know if more [erulizer
1s needed 1s o have your lawns soil
tested. The soil test will show if
your lawn is deficient in
Phosphorous, Potassium, or if the
pH is oo low or high. If you apply
your fertilizer according to the soil
test, you will be providing for the
needs of the grass but notl placing
unneeded fertilizer on the ground
where it may go inw the lakes,

Another imporiant step i1s Lo
apply the fertilizer only according
Lo the label instructions on the bag.
By not following the label
instructions you may be applying
too much fertilizer on your land.

Pestucides should be applicd only
il needed. For example, if you have
a problem with dandelions then you
should treat for dandelions. Many
pesticides are applied needlessly.
Many umes a pesucide is applied
every year because that s always
how its been done. You should first
idenufy the problem and then ueat
tor the problem.

Another great idea is o spol spray
only the problem areas. For
cxample, if you have a problem
with thistles in one area of your
yard you probably don't need Lo
spray the whole yard. You can get
by with spraying just the arca with
the thistles.

A common problem along the
lakeshore this tme of the year is
burning grass clippings and leaves.
When vegetation is burned, a large
poriion of what is left over is
phosphorous. Phosphorous is the
largest pollution problem in our
lukes, next to sediment. If you bum
on the lakeshore, you are giving
the phosphorous a direct uccess W
the lake. Buming on the shore also
destroys vegetation on  the
lukeshore which is needed to hold
the bank in place. Vegetatuon on
the lakeshore is one of the most
important ways o kecp your bank
from sloughing off into the lake.

You can also avoid polluting the
lake if you do not mow your grass
into the roads or the lake. Some
people also dump their bagged
grass into the lake. Grass clippings
carry a lot of phosphorous in their
lcaves, One pound of phosphorous
can grow up to 1000 pounds of
algae, So il there is one pound of
phosphorous in that bag of grass
that 1s dumped into the lake, around
1000 pounds of algae will grow
because of that

It all comes down (o thinking
belore you do something. If you
live ncar a lake just about
cverything you do will have an
impact on that lake. There are
many orgunizations and people in
e e ———

the Lakes Region who are willing
1o hielp or oller advice, II you have
a question Teel free 1o call or visit
wilh a prolessional landscaper,
lawn care specialist, ISU Exlension
Service, or your local Lake
Prolection Agency.
John Wills
IGL Clear Water Project




wkes Clean Water Project...

Wetlands preserve area for future

By SUE LAUE

Editor

Restoration of nature's beauty has
become a gift of many lowa
landowners. One such landowner,
the Braby's, have given back 1o
nature a parcel of land that was
tillable farmland a few years ago,
thanks to a conservation easement
that' is a part of the lowa Great

Foundation, National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, Dickinson
County Conservation Board,
University of Okoboji Foundation,
Okoboji Protective Association,
US Fish and Wildlife, the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources,
Iowa Department of Agrniculture,
the US Environmental Protective
Agency and the Clean Walter

own it," he added. Projects in the
program have perpetual easements,
He and his wife, Jean, spend time

working with both vegetative and

water control management. Plans
include the development of a
wildlife food plot. "We've got it
here, we just need o take care of
it," said Jean. More than a thousand
trees have been donated by Ducks

is owned by Bernie Sago and the
Brabys. This 24-acre arca provides
drainage for 100 acres.

Another area owned by them is in
operation in Graettinger with seven
wetland areas on site.

Wills explained there are three
ways to access funding for wetland
restoration, either through the

Lakes Clean Water Project. Alliance. Unlimited and Pheasants Forever to < ican Water Project, U.S. Fish and
Larry and Jean Braby own nearly  John Wills, Clean Water Project  provide food and cover on the site. Wildlife or the Wetland Reserve
100 acres east of Lower Gar Lake. Coordinator, said four easements Program, Larry and John concur

Two years ago, they entered 78
acres ‘into the project. This year,
they-added 24 more. The larger area
they fondly call Bear Paw, while
the other located nearby, 1s the
Timbers.

Funded' in part by the Area Soil
Conservation Service (ASCS), the
l[owa Great Lakes Clean Waler
Project is designed to turm smaller
parcels of land into buffer zones
protecting the area's lakes. Thanks
to the efforts by the Brabys and this
program, the area restored now

were completed last year, ranging
from five-acre parcels to the largest,
34.2 acres. He said that they prefer
to work with smaller areas in order
to try to provide a broader range of
project locations,

Restorauon of the Braby property
began with a 78-acre parcel.
Although larger than most of the
sites in the project, Wills
explained, "the biggest reason (for a
project this size) is the amount of
area that drains through it. We felt
it was a project well worth it. The

"Without those groups, we
wouldn't have been able 1o do
anything,” said Larry.

The ASCS office works with
property Owners (o improve
wetlands in the program. "We plan
to plant prairiec grasses at the
present location,” Larry added. "We
want to use the land as a learning
tool for schools. It's not 10 be used
for hunting."

Another wetland 1is being
developed just north of Bear Paw.
Two wetlands areas will be created

their easement works the best.
Wills explained the other two are
less restrictive and allow for
changes to be made later in the

programs.

The Clean Water Project works in
a cooperative effort with the
landowner to restore areas and
provide wetlands for generations to
come. "Water quality is extremely
important,” said Wills, "It's more
than promoung ducks and geese.

There's a lot more value than just

filters 300 acres of runoff before dollars per acre was cheap compared  there as well. Called the Timbers, it the wildlife.”
entering Lower Gar, ... to the amount of area we're
Other partners involved in this  protecting.”
project include Ducks Unlimited,  Braby said he got interested in the
Pheasants Forever, Dickinson program thanks to a tile blowout.
County Soil and Water [ called the ASCS office and they

Conservation District, Resource
Enhancement and Protection Fund

{REAP}. Soil Cnnservqliun true," he said. "We control il'., we

Service, lowa Natural Heritage walk around it and enjoy it, and we
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l)l( Kl I\%()‘\l

| 3 \ |OWA GREAT LAKES {4 |
' :gf \ CLEAN WATER PROJECT %% 3%
" £ P & o SR 1
3 .‘J.i: o &’; o @ .::;Fl‘.'. )
I e ; '}1- 53
i’ Gy . | ammm&m b ia:'
N R @ARR‘(& JEAN |
e 9 .‘ ..F!‘ ,_‘ 'I } ¥ : 3 A
A S R (A B e , )
. -

AERIAL VIEW: This shot overlooks Bear Paw from the east.

came and told me what they had
offer, It sounded too good to be

This

area was tillable farmland up until three years ago. It is now a 78-acre
wetland area for native wildlife.

CLEAN WATER PROJECT: Larry and Jean Braby on site at Bear
Paw. Their other wetland restoration project, the Timbers, can be
seen in the upper right hand portion of the photo. The Brabys really
enjoy their wetland, as they have gotten to watch It transform in just
two years to the beautiful area It is today. (Photo by Sue Laue)




49th Annual Conference
for Soil and Water
e onservation District
Commissioners of lowa

Awards Banquet
| Thursday, September 7, 1995
| Des Moines, lowa
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iIngwersen electen
{0 new position

49th Annual Conference
for Soil and Water

Conservation District
Commissioners of lowa

Awards Luncheon
Friday, September 8, 1995
Des Moines, lowa




Conservation

farmers honored

BY MONTE SESKER

or many vears Wartaces Farmer has been a

tireless advocate of sound soil and water con-

servation practices. To support that cause the

magazine has cooperated with the Iowa De-
partment of Agriculture and Land Stewardship in
recognizing the work of Towa's outstanding district
conservation Commissioners.

No-ull planting and the responsibility landowners
have to be good stewards of the soil are often topics
Ray Folkerts, Inwood, Towa, focuses on in casual
conversation or formal presentations. He has long
been a strong advocate of conservation practices and
has been a district commuissioner the past five years.

Folkerts uses no-till for all of his row crop acreage
and practices pasture management. He has installed
several permanent conservation practices including:
terraces, windbreaks, contours, grassed waterways
and grade stabilization ponds

A half-mile grassed waterway and establishment of a
farmstead windbreak are recent conservation projects
completed on the Tim Hemphill farm, Milford, lowa.
He also has created a wildlife habitat and a field
windbreak protecting the fragile soils on Conserva-
tion Reserve Progam (CRP) land.

Hemphill has been acommussioner for eight years
He serves as secretary for the district and on the
awards committee. He and wife Linda coordinate the
district’s 1995 tree sale campaign

State Winner,

Region 3
'ntil retiring Buford Floy, Thornton, lowa, practiced

no-till planting and conservation tillage on his farm.
He installed terraces and grassed waterways to con-
trol soil erosion. Combining his interests in soil con-
servation and wildlife protection. Floy restored a
pothole wetland and native prairne areaon CRP acres
to promote nesting and attract wildlife.

In 1993, Floy developed a multi-agency water
quality project for Clear Lake. He now chairs the 22-
member Clear Lake Enhancement and Restoration
Project which has begun a three-year $350.000 water
quality project. He has been a comnussioner for five
years and now serves as vice-chairman.

In 1985 Donald Schmitt, Holy Cross, lowa, was recog-
nized as the distnict'soutstanding conservation farmer.
He has implemented a vaniety of practices on his
rolling northeast lowa farm. Among these, he in-
stalled 9,000 feet of outlet terraces. 11,000 feet of
waterways, three ponds, 40 acres of stripcropping, 165
acres of contoured row crop. a farmstead windbreak
and two concrete manure storage structures. He also
uses mmmum tllage on all row crops.

s Farmer November 1995

In eight yvears as a commuissioner he has served as
chairperson, and is in his second term as vice-chair-
person. Active in education and finance committees,
he has hosted field days for college students.

-

Clint Goos usesterraces, waterways, tile drainage, no-
till planting and contouring on his 650 acres near
Treynor inwestern lowa. He has also installed a grade
stabilization structure which is used by both livestock
and wildhife.

Goos has been a commissioner for 23 years and
has served as chairperson and vice-chairperson. He
has been active in education, awards, watershed pro-
tection and legislative efforts for the district.

L -
L}

Kim Bates no-till plants his corn into soybean stubble
and uses minimum tillage for soybeans on his farm
near Scranton, lowa. He built and maintains a system
of grassed waterways, and had anextensive farmstead
windbreak until it was struck by a tornado.

During his term as a commissioner he served as
chairperson and vice-chairperson and has been active
in a variety of efforts. He is also a charter member of
the Greene County Conservation Club which was
organized in 1991 to promote conservation.

Region 7

Terraces, contours, trees, native vegetation plantings
and an improved timber stand all fit the program on
the Leland Roudybush farm, Muscatine, lowa.

He serves the district education committee by
promoting the tree sale program and helping local
teachers prepare soil conservation lesson plans.
Roudybush serves as vice-chairperson and has been
chairperson during his 14 years as a commissioner.

He 1s also the state chairman of the lowa League
of RC&D's, chairperson of the Louisa County RC&D
and serves on the Geode RC&D Board.

Region 8
Kenneth Caldwell has installed nearly 10,000 feet of

terraces and two ponds on his southwest lowa farm
near Creston. He uses no-till planting and contouring
to reduce topsoil loss.

In addition to farming 560 acres, he operates a
weed and insect control business. Starting his second
term as commissioner, he also serves as secretary for
the Three Mile Reservoir Agency.

i;mmid Avery, Ottumwa, lowa, protects his corn and

sovbean fields with contour terraces, water and sedi-
ment control basins, grassed waterways and conserva-
tion tillage.

He 1s active in many district activities, especially
forestry and legislative efforts. Avery is now serving
as district chairperson. During 18 years as a commis-
stoner he has also served as vice-chairperson and
treasurer. He was selected to represent the District
Board at the 1995 National Watershed Conference.

RECEIVES AWARD: Tim Hemphill (middle) of Miliord was one of the eight
regional finalist for the 1985 Outstanding Soil and Walter Conservation
District Commissioners presented during the 49th Annual meeting. Hemphill
has been a commissioner for eight years and serves as secretary and a
member of the awards committee for his district. Presenting the award Is
Monte Sesker, editor of Wallace’s Farmer and Jeanette Winegarden, Vice
President IASWCDC. (Submitted Photo)

Winner: Region 2 - Tim Hemphill, Milford, Dickinson SWCD

Tim Hemphill recently constructed a half-
waterway and established a farmstead windbreak o
nearly 800 acres. He also has created a wildlife ha
grasses and a field windbreak on his CRP

4 commissioner for eight years, and Serves as the secretary and a

m : ' '

L_er{rj]bu of the awards c-::-lmmmee for his district. He and his wife
Inda, coordinated the District’s 1995 tree sale |

mile grassed
n his farm of
bitat of native
acres. Hemphill has been

Hemphill has received awards rec
;:G conservation and agriculture, including: 1993 Conservation
armer of the Year Award from Pheasants Forever; 198] Kiwanis

, and the 1975 QOutstandin Youne M
Award from the lowa Farm Bureau Federatmi g Member

ognizing his dedication

CONSERVATION MEETING:

regular monthly meeting of the Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation
[?15!{1(:[ Cnmmissionets will be Thursday, Feb. 19 at 11:30 a.m. in the
dlt.jl.l‘lf.‘l office. A tentative agenda will include: approving the January
minutes, treasurer’s report, and bills, reviewing the mail, learning more
abut the {uwa Lakes RC&D from coordinator, Jeff Kestel. discussing
cost-sharing applications, reviewing CRP contracts, checking on the
district tree sale progress and planning the March meeting.
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OUTDOOR CLASSR OOM: The Dickinson County Soil

and Water Conservation District will be sponsoring the annual sixth-

grade outdoor classroom on Sept, 12 at the Kettleson-Hagsback area near
Spint Lake,

SWCD HONORED--The Dickinson Soil and Wales
Conservation District was the 1995 recipient of the
Goodyear-NACD Conservation Grand Award for the North-

e lowa Division. Jack Howells (right) representing the
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, presented the award w
Mark Ingwersen on behall of the District during the 50th
Annual Conference for Soil and Water Conservation District
Commissioners held recently in Des Moines, The award is
sponsored by the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company and
the National Association of Conservation Districts

WANTED:

Amateur photography
to be entered in a
National Contest!

To receive entry form
and rules call:
Dickinson Co. Soil &
Water Conservation
District (712) 336-2604.
May leave a message
after 5 p.m. Monetary
prizes awarded in the
categories of:
Conservation,
Education, Nature &
Youth only.

DEADLINE

DEC. 1, 1995
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BUSINESS & AGRICULTURE

Ag Lender

Over The Fence -

Bruce Keenan

R

The Farm Ball is passed. For the
next seven years the government
will try 1o get out of the farming
business by paying a reduced
subsidy based on corn production
acres. Elgible producers will be
allowed from May 1-July 20 of this
year to sign up 1o participate in the
new Farm Program. If you do not
sign up during this time frame you
will never have another chance to
jomn in. Al this ume the payment
will go with the land being enrolled
so long as the farm has been in the
program sometime within the last
live years.

Never again will there be a
disaster program that will pay
producers for lost production from a
natural disaster, Producers will
have 1o own disaster insurance in
the form of Multi-peril crop
insurance and hail insurance
protection or take the risk of going
oul of business when a disaster
strikes.

Concern about the ctfectiveness of
the new program runs high with
those at the local levels who
administer what Congress has put
together. Because this bill 1ssues
payments that are not ted to price
or production for the coming year
these payments will very likely
pass right by the producers into the
hands ol absentee cash renl
landlords. While these landlords are
nol ehigible to recerve the payment
without having an active interest in
the crop production one can assume
that cash rents will nse because
they will know that the producer
will be recetving an un-encumbered
government payment and they will
want some ol it, Producers in there

struggling to maintain a farming
base will have little choice but 10
pay or lose the land to someone
who will.

There is every possible chance
that this farm bill will go down in
history as the one piece of farm
legislation with the best intentions
for producers with the worsl
outcomes. All of these payments
will eventually pass through 1o
landlords and suppliers and serve
only to increase the cost ol
production to farmer producers.

Even so, the imnal mformation
out on this new farm bill suggesis

that all eligible producers should
sign up because the manner of
payment will nolt restrict
production. Therefore a tarm not in
this program will have a definite
disadvantage to a farm in the
program for the next seven years.
Just as a farm in the program will
be able to demand a higher rent, a
farm not in the program will not

even though production capabilines
could be the same. Producers will
have to market wisely in the future
just as now Lo remain competitive
and prolitable.

Just a short report on markets:
Please look back to history and
notice that in the short crop years
beginning with 1981, a common
theory was that markets were now
al a new plateau and we would not
see low prices again. Each time
the reasons were many as to why
we would not see prices fall 10 low
levels ever again. Each time
within two years input costs had
risen substanually and the markets
had fallen to levels near S2 per
bushel on Corn. Sometimes those
market drops were by the following
fall

We are currently looking at new
crop prices at or near S3 on corn
and 57.40 on beans. These are off
the combine prices. No storage and
minimum drying expense. It 1s
lime once again' to look at
production costs, farming goals and
pre sell some of the 1996
production. What if the markets go
higher? So what, you sull have
more o sell and 1if this 15 the
lowest price you receive for any of
your crop that s not a bad thing.

"Fair provisions"

by Ron Hook

ISU Extension Farm
Management Field Specialist

This is the third in a series of articles designed 1o explore and explain
the provisions of the 1996 farm bill - "FAIR",

The Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act (FAIR)
authorizes enrollment of up to 36.4 million acres in the program.

The "early out” provision for 1996 allows withdrawal of acres that
have been enrolled in CRP for at least five years. Land that is not
eligible for the "early out” has an erodibility index (EI) greater than 135,
CRP ecasement areas, field windbreaks, grass waterways, shallow walter
areas, filter strips, land within an average of 100 feet of a stream or
other permanent body of water, bottom land on wetlands, or acreage
under wetland eligibility cnteria dunng sign up penods eight or nine,

Requests for "early out” of CRP needed to be filed at the local FSA
office by May 31, 1966. If the request met the eligibility requirements
as determined by NRCS the participant received a prorated CRP
payment to the effective date of the request and was eligible for Market
Transition Payments as well.

After 1996, producers terminating a CRP contract will be able to
receive either the prorated CRP payment or the market transition
payment but not both. It is possible to remove a portion of a farm from
CRP leaving the environmentally sensitive land in the program. Your
local NRCS staff will help you with the details of such an arrangement.

Once approval of the early release has been granted the decision (o take
land out of the CRP cannot be reversed. There will be future sign-up
periods for enrollment in CRP but none has been announced by USDA
at this ume.

There was also an opportunity to extend for one year those CRP
contracts that expire on September 30, 1996. Application also needed to
be made by May 31 for that.

The Wetlands Reserve Program is continued with a maximum of
975,000 acres. Acreage is to be split evenly among 30 year easements,
permanent easements and restoration cost share agreements.

Cost share assistance for establishing conservation practices and waler
quality improvement practices is available under the Agricultural
Conservation Program (ACP). Cost share rates range from 50 to 75
percent and interested producers should contact their local FSA office to
get more details and to file an application. Application approvals will
be given to those having the most impact on environmental quality and
are subject to the availability of funds in the county.

Over the next six months ACP will be consolidated into EQIP
(environmental quality incentive program) a program initiated in the
new farm bill. EQIP was established by "FAIR" to deal with
environmental and conservation improvements on farms. Funding for
the program is $130 million in 1996 and $200 for the remaining six
years of the program.

One half of the funds each year are designated to be used to address the
environmental and conservation concems of livestock operations and
one half to address other conservation concems. The program will be
phased in over the next six months consolidating several environmental
quality programs,
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Testing pH levels n
water and identitying soul layers
may not sound hke the typical
things a teenager would do on a
day off from school. But, that's
exactly what 13 tcams of high
school students recently did dur-
ing the Nirst lowa Envirothon
I'he Envirothon, held at the
state 4-H Center Madnid,
challenges students to utilize
their criical thinking skills n
hands-on tests dealing with natu
ral resources, The contest, creat

nedr

ed by the Association of Soil and

Water Conservation District
Commissioners, focuses On
aquatics, loresiry wildlife, sonls
and current environmenial 15-
SUes

Out of 13 teams who compet-
ed in the lowa Envirothon, the
Waverly Shell Rock team was
named the overall and
will go on to represent lowa In
the national Envirothon, compe-
tition July 28- Aug. 2 near Ash
land, Neb. at Mahoney and Platte
River state parks. Team members
include: Thea Bauman, Amber

wWinnect

USDA advisory board

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Dan Glickman is soliciting nom-
inations to the new U.S. Dep-
antment of Agnculture 32-mem-
ber National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, Education and
Economics Advisory Board.

The board was created by the
1996 farm bill, which abolished
advisory panels on food and sci-
ence, users and science and tech-
nology review

Informant theft |

The Archer Damels Midland
Co. exccutive turned nformant
admits to taking more than 585
million from the company, 1t was
reported last week. The infor-
mant 1s ivolved in three ongo-
ing grand jury invesugations of
alleged price fixing among ADM
and its competitors.

Beef quality campaign

The National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association (NCBA) has
launched a nationwide advertis-
ing campaign promoting the pos-
itive impact of the Beef Quality

Assurance
(BQA)
program to
help assure 11 |T
consumer

confidence
in the safety and wholesomeness
of beef

The advertisement will reach
6.7 milhion readers and carries
the headline "There are over a
million reasons why Americans
can trust Amencan beef.” the
started running in the New York

Times, USA Today, the
Washington Post and the 'Wall
Street Journal on Apnl 25

Packer grant

The United States Depart-
ment of Agnculture has awarded
a $207,000 grant to help small
meat packers stant new meat in-
spection systems

The grant, awarded to a Texas
A&M-based foundation, 15 ex
pecied to develop the new In
spection systems based on mic-
robial testing for vanous bacte
ria. The designed system, Hazard

Analysis Critical Control Point,
will replace current site-and-
smell-based inspections, allow-
ing for a more high-tech sam-
pling of meat and poultry in
packing houses.

ISA membership

Membership in the lowa Soy-
bean Association grew |2 per-
cent this year reaching
7,900 members, Gary
Langel of LeMars, ISA

I
membership commil-
tee chairman, says

" [SA 1s the largest
I‘\ state affiliate of the
< American Soybean
Association

Members named

Wythe Willey, president of
the lowa Cattlemen’s
Association (ICA), has
announced the members of a
packing industry task force.
They include: Chairman Mar-
shall King of Boone, Dave
Nichols of Bridgewater, Gene
Wiese of Manning, Kent Pruis-
mann of Sioux Center, Carl Jen-
sen of Everly, and Wayne New-
ton of Blairstown.

The task force will work with
the city of Des Moines and Mon-
fort 1o explore scenarios (o re-
open the Des Moines Monfort
plant as well as seek other pack-
ing and processing opportunities,
Willey says the ICA seeks to
maintain a strong packing indus-
try and growing fed cattle num-

PFS defaults

Premium Standard Farms de-
faulted on $325 million in bonds

that were due March 15. How-
ever, a spokesman said they are

negotiating with their financial
partners and have delayed the
March payment until some i1ssues
are resolved

Pioneer expansion

Pioneer Hi-Bred International
has announced plans to purchase
25 acres in northwest lowa for
future expansion of the compa-
ny's soybean seed conditioning
capacity necar Cherokee. Con-
struction is expected to be com-
pleted in time for spnng 1998
planting.

Dilger. Anne Koemg, Laura

Koemg and Juhe Rick

Practical test

Team member Julie Rick says
her favornlte test site was the for-
estry unit which required the
leams 10 use a prism 0 measune
the number of trees in a certain
footage area, calculate tree age
and determune which trees could
be harvested

She says that she has become
more aware of environmental is-
sues through the team’s weekly
one and one-hall hour research
sessions for the contest

The team's advisor, Stacie
Newbrough, who teéaches sci-
ences and conservation of natu-
ral resources at Waverly Shell
Rock High School, says the
Envirothon 1s a wonderful way
to get groups of kids and their
advisors together who care about
and appreciate the environment.

“I hope the kids will think
through some of these i1ssues so

that when they are voters and ec-
anomic voters, through their dol-
lars, that they can make some
wise decisions about the envi-
ronment,” Newbrough says

Rick Robinson, director of
environmental
lowa Farm Bureau, helped orga
nize the event and says, “lt's
been said that these Kids are pio-
neers and nisk-takers for partici
pating in this contest. | know
they had fun and leamed a great
deal about the scientific relation
ships between our natural re
sources, agriculture and the envi
ronment

"My hope 15 that these kids
will also pioneer an attitude
among their peers that these is-
sues can be addressed in a win-
win fashion for all lowans.”

Maple Valley FFA of Maple-
ton won second place with team
members Jason Bauer, Eric Bu
mann, Al Kolbum, Angie Pithan
and Louwis Reed. Third place

affairs with the

ABOVE: Bub Hibhs, left, a district forester for the lowa
Department of Natural Resources, reviews the correct an-
swers Lo the forestry unit as students retraced their steps
alter the contest conclusion. The Envirothon units were de-
signed to give students hands-on experience in dealing with
natural resources. In the forestry unit, the students calcu-
lated tree age, thinning and section count. AT RIGHT:

Envirothon tests students’ natural resource savvy

went to West Central High
School in Stuart. Their team in-
cluded: Nathamel Wilson, will
Druery, Jamie Clark, Chnis
Baudler and Dustin Lantz

Envirothon honors

Each of the top three teams
received o medallion, a cenifi-
cate of participation and a plaque
to be displayed in their scheol.

Second and third place teams
also were given a monetary
award. Waverly Shell Rock will
have all their expenses paid for
the national Envirothon competi-
ton, Every participant received
an Envirothon T-shir.

The Envirothon was under-
written with an education grant
from the Resource Enhancement
and Protection (REAP) program.

Sponsors of the lowa Envi-
rothon include: The lowa Farm
Bureau, lowa Association of Soil
and Water Conservation District
Commissioners, lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, lowa
Department of Education, lowa
Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship-Division of
Soil conservation

Other sponsors are: Natural
Resources Conservation Service,
lowa Student
Coalitton, lowa State University
Cooperative Extension-4-H and
Heartland Area Education Agen-
Cy

Environmental
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Carisa Solberg, left, and Jenny Yeager, right, both of Terril High School, put their aquatics knowledge to practice
during a pond water testing at the lowa Envirothon. Teams were asked to check the pH level and dissolved oxy-

gen levels.—Photo by Vickie Rappe.

By Denise Sorensen

Stories of bottle feeding
lambs, canng for two acres of
sweet com, marketing hogs and
raising two young sons are sure
to fill the pages of this year's
farm wife's diary written by
Carol Brannaman of Mt Ver-
non.

The diary is featured in Farm
Bureau's associate member
magazine Family Living in
Farm Country in an effort to ed-
ucate people removed from the
farm about agriculture.

Carol and her husband, Jim,
have a diversified farm in east
central lowa with 1,600 acres of
crop ground, along with a 75-
ewe-herd and 500-head farrow
to finish operation.

Carol says their two young
sons, Michael, age 8, and Brett,
age 6, take an active role in farm
chores that are appropriate for
their development level.

Michael says his favonte job

Brannaman writes diary of farm life o help
inform the public about agriculture

is feeding the sheep and bottle
feeding lambs. The Brannamans
finished with two lambings in
mid March.

Carol and Jim work as a team
on their farm. "l love working
with the livestock and I'll do
everything but give shots,”
Carol says. “1 also run the trac-
tor quite a bit and haul the grain
during harvest.”

In addition to traditional farm
activities, Carol and the boys
spend quite a few summer hours
tending to two acres of sweet
corn that they sell to people in
the area.

“It started just because we
wanted to find some way to uti-
lize some land along the road,”
Carol says of their first sweet
com planting 1n 1985. "We just
put a sign up along the highway
to let people know we had it and
we sold everything.”

Carol uses the farm pianter
after all the field corn has been

cy development,

planted, and plants four sweet
corn crops spaced about a week
apart each. By July 4, Carol and
the boys will be busy picking,
Carol currently 1s serving as
the Linn County Farm Bureau
vice president. In the past she
has been a campaign manager
and treasurer and served on the
resolutions committee. This
year, Carol will work with poli-

Carol has also been active in
the Sheep Board and continues
to help the Linn County Cat-
tlemen’s Association and Pork
Producers with their barbecues.

Being raised on a farm, Caral
says that she is very happy to be
raising her kids on a farm.

1 love the freedom we have.
Jim and I work together. It's not
like he and I go off our separate
ways to go to work and we don’t
see cach other unul the end of
the day. It's really a team effort.”
Carol says.

e —

- - -

o,




Open house for cattlemen

The lowa Caitlemen’s Association
(1ICA) Packer/Processor Task Force
hosted an open forum for cattle
producers Lo discuss the current
condition of the lowa beel packing
industry. Producers from lowa,
Wisconsin and Illinois attended the
forum on Wednesday, June 5, as
well as representauves from lowa's
auction markets, the city of Des
Moines, the lowa Department ol
Economic Development, the
National Cattlemen's Becl
Association, the lowa Corn
Growers Association and meat
processors. ICA President Wythe
Willey served as moderator for the
cvent

1 was glad 10 see s0 many
producers and interested partics in
attendance,” said Willey. "ICA 1s
bringing all scgments necessary 1o
create and deliver a plan that will
help caule producers better sell
and/or merchandise their beel and
beel products.”

The ICA Packer/Processor Task
Force will continue 1o pursuc i
betier lowa beel marketing sysiem
through three avenues--traditional
producer/packer relationships,
producer coop network systems, and
non-traditional packing
relatnionships

OPTIONS FOR THE
FUTURE

The Dﬁckjnsoll County Soil & Water Conservation District has

organized a series of CRP sights to tour and a panel discussion group to
provide any person with an interest in CRP with a broader
understanding of the options available when land is eligible to come

out of CRP.

-0 help the 1ICA Packer/Processor
fask Force rcinforce its goals,
lcaders from the city of Des
Moines, the lowa Department of
Economic Development (IDED),
and the Natonal Cattlemen's Beef
Associalion gave presentations at
the forum

“This open lorum gave us a lot ol
good information and teedback Irom
producers across the upper
Midwest,” said Marshall King, ICA
Packer/Producer Task
Charman. "It is really good o see
that Des Moines city officials,
caltle producers, corn growers, and
mecat processors can all sit an a
room and agree that a beuer system
for markcung a
agricullural product that will
ultumately help the lowa cconomy,”
said King

Force

value-added

The Federal Agriculturce
Improvement and Relorm ACL
(FAIR) authorizes enrollment of up
o 36.4 million acres in the
program, The "carly oul” provision
for 1996 allows withdrawal ol acres
that have been enrolled i CRP for
at least Nive years. Land that is nol
cligible lor the "early oul” has an
crodibility index (El) greater than
15, CRP ecasecment arcas, licid

windbreaks, grass walerways,

shallow walter arcas, hilter strips,
land within an average ol 100 feet
of a stream or other permanent body
of water, bottom land tmber on
wetlands, or acreage enrolled under
wetland eligibility criteria  during
sSign-up I'FCFIU..!\. L't_:l!ll or ningc
Requests Tor "early out” of CRP
must be filed a the local FSA
office by May 31, 1996. II the
request meets the  cligibility
requirement  as determined by
NRCS the participant will receive a
proratcd CRP payment Lo the
clfective date of the request and will
he cligible for Market Transition
Payments as well.  Alter 1996,
producers terminating a CRP
contract will be able 1o receive
cither the prorated CRP payment of
the market transition payment bul
not Both, It is possible @ remove
a portion ol a larm trom CRP
lcaving Lhe cnvironmentally
sensitive land in the  program
Your local NRCS swall will help
vou with the details of such an
arrangement. Once approval of the
curly relcase has been granted, the
decision to lake land out ol the
CRP cannot be reversed. Therce
will be (uture sign-up periods for
enrollment in CRP but none has
been announced by USDA at this
li11h_'.
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PROJECT REVIEW: The Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District and the Iowa Great Lakes Clean Water Project will
soon present the annual review for the project FY 1996. It will be a
review of what has happened in the project area over the last fiscal year.
The activities of the project will be covered, what will be done 1n the
next few years and the financial data of the project over last year. The
review will take place at the Spirit Lake Public Library on Thursday
Sept. 19 from 11 a.m. until a noon break. Afterward a limited number
of people will be able to attend a tour of several projects that have
happened since the last review. Those interested in attending should give
the Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District a call at 336-2604 10
inform them of attendance.
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What: Tour and Panel Discussion focusing on CRP
| W_hen: July 17, 1996 at 8:30 a.m.
Where: Dickinson County Fairgrounds Community Bldg.

Tentative Agenda:
9 a.m. leave the Fairgrounds
9:15 - 11:45 Sight visit

12 p.m. Lunch

1:00

Community Bldg — Panel Discussion
David Dukes (Farmer and No-Till expert)
Paul Kassel (Crop specialist — ISU Extension)
Tom Gould (Grassland specialist — NRCS)

Dennis DeWitt (Grazing specialist — ISU Extension)
2:00 Questions & Discussion




By DORIS WELLE

¢ 12th Annual Dickinson
County Pheasanis Forever Banguet
broke two records last Thursday
ngnt
The largest audience ever atiended
the event; 618 people caling pnme
rib and vying for a large selecuon
of prizes at the Expo Building n
Spirit Lake. The local chapter
netted $36,520; the largest profit
margin by over $300
"We were very pleased by the

Lamb and his co-chair Virg
Marchand were two of the onginal
board that began planning these
yearly get-togethers 12 years ago
They are retiring from the board and
were presented with appreciation
gifts during the evening s acuviues

Joe and lda Estes were chosen as
the 1996 Conservauon Farmer ol
the Year, They operate 918 acres of
cropland near Spirit Lake using
mulch-till and no-till erosion
control pracuces

The Estes’ were recognized

large turnoul and promise to put because of the 6,000 It of
that money to good use," said waterways installed in the last six
banquet co-chair Don Lamb months and the nine acres ol

3 d o (P . Lk - J ;
A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GROWING: the spring, as a follow up to
the Outdoor classroom they sfiended in the fall of 1996, all interested
sixth grade students are presented with a Green Ash tree from the
District Commissioners. A few of the students are pictured above with
their environmental gift. Front row from left: Cory Watkins, Dan
Boeticher and Jeff Ondler. Back row: Bill Stump, sixth grade SLMS
sclence teacher, Kate Dreeszen, Shelly Phillips, Mark Ingwersen,
district commissioner, Jetry Ingvall, environmental education
committee member working with the District Commissioners
Distributed for more than 15 years, many area parenis have a
reminder of their child's sixth year in school shading their yard

(photo by Meredith Daggett)

Record crowd at banquet

environmental priority land placed
in the Conservation Reserve
Program [or 1996, It will be seeded
to brome to maximize wildlife
habitat and minimize sou erosion

Approximately 500 acres of the
Estes land in part of the Water
Quality Improvement Project
currently underway in the lowa
Great Lakes Region

The Dickinson County Chapter of
Pheasants Forever is once again in
the top 24 chapters in the United
States: & disuncuon it has earned
several imes duning the past dozen
years ol its existence,

w, trails, wetlands, wild geese,

Taking a walk
on the wild side

Sixth-graders from all over
the county got to spend
last Thursday and discover
nature and the wonderful
aspects that help make up
the lowa Great Lakes.
This year, 235 students
came to the outdoor
classroom sponsored by
the Dickinson County Soil
and Water Conservation
District. The classroom_ was
held at Kettleson-
Hogsback, a wildlife area
just north of Spirit Lake.
S!udents studied topics
such as orphaned and
Injured wildlife, lines on the
land, recycling, nature

+ fish and fisheries, bird beak
benefits and a show on
Indian lore,

(Photos by Sue Laue)




EPA provides funding for
area wetlands

The lowa Great Lakes are assured
increased water quality protection,
thanks to wetland restoration funds
provided by the U.S.
Environmental Prolection Agency.,

So called "319" funds totaling
$38,600 have been expended to date
in the Great Lakes watershed, for
restoration and construction of
wetlands designed to intercept
runoff from uplands before it
reaches the region's important
recreational lakes.

The EPA is charged by the
national Clean Water Act with
assuring that nutrients and
sediments are kept out of the lakes
and waterways.

Working through a North
American Wetlands Conservation

Act Fund grant to lowa DNR and
the Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District, EPA has
provided funds to restore wetlands
on both public and private lands
over the last year.

Public lands where work on 22
wetlands recently was completed
include the Spring Run-Wetlands
Complex east of Amolds Park and
the Jemmerson Slough and
Kettleson Hogsback Wetland
Complexes near Spirit Lake.

Public lands here are owned by the
lowa DNR and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and all are managed
by DNR for hunting, fishing or
wildlife observation. Three
additional wetlands were constructed

on private lands east of Amolds
Park.

EPA recognizes research showing
that wetlands serve many functions
valuable to society. Foremost
among these is the ability to trap
nutrients and sediments which drain
from surrounding agriculture and
development lands.

Ongoing studies indicate that
wetland soils and plantlife may also
trap certain pesticides, including
known water-pollutants such as
atrazine, before they can
contaminate larger lakes and
streams.

Additional funds are in place for
more wetland restoration in the
watershed next year,
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National Association of Conservation Districts

recognizes

for

exceeding quota

contribution

1996

DATE

"GERALD VAP, NACD President
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CONSER ATION DISTRICT HONORED — The
Dickinson Censervation District represented, by Mark Ing-
wersen, above, of Spirit Lake, has been honored as a Grand
Award District in the 49th annual Conservation Awards Pro-
gram sponsored by The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company
and The National Association of Conservation Districts.

Ingwersen represented the district dunng a work/study
program for award winners Deg, 5-8 at the Cambelback Inn
Resort in Scottsdale, AZ

Since 1947, the Goodyear/NACD Conservation Awards
Program has encouraged and rewarded local effort to protect
and conserve soil, water forests, wildlife and other natural re-
sources, Winning districts are selected onthe basis of their
success in developing and implementing an annual plan for
delivering district programs and services.

“The suceess of conservation districts is vital to the pro-
tection of our country's naturnl résources,” said Goodyear’s
Tom Ford. marketing director for off-the-road and farm ures.
“This program assists local districts in their gffors 10 serve
thie community and recognizes those that have done an out-
standing job of delivering quality conseryation programs and
STVICLCS -

Dickinson was one of 57 local conseérvation districts cho-
sen as grand awiard winners based on their achievements dur-
ing 1995, Nearly 3,000 soil and waler conservaion districts
nationwide were eligible for the award
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Secretary ot Agriculture Dan Glickman recently announced a major
shift in USDA's Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). The focus of
the proposed CRP will be to conserve and improve our natural
resources. Through the proposed rule, the Department ntends to enroll
land that will yield the highest environmental benefits, and retum 10
production less erodible land better suited for planting Crops.

USDA is issuing a proposed rule that would expand the types of land
covered by CRP, and target the mosl environmentally sensitive acreage
for enrollment. Under the CRP, landowners who sign contracts agree 1O
convert highly erodible and other environmentally sensitive cropland to
approved conservation uses for 10 years. In exchange, participating
landowners and operators receive annual rental payments and may
roceive cost-share assistance with respect to the establishment of the
conservation use,

This major shift is iiended to build upon the successes of the CRP
with continued emphasis on the enrollment of acreage which would
notably reduce soil erodibility, improve wailcr quality, protect wildlife
habitats, encourage tree planting, and achieve other significant
conservation and environmental benefits. Controlling soil crosion is
still the single largest prionty of CRP because it not only prolects our
future ability to produce abundant food. but is also important n
protecting and improving the quality of our air and water.

Provisions of the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration and Related Agencies Appropnations Act, 1997,
effectively prohibit new extensions of expiring CRP contracts, must
submit bids for their land and compete with other bids.

The proposed rule ensures that the rates for CRP land are comparable
to local rental rates. Rental rates must be fair both to those entering the
program and to farmers and ranchers who must compeie with CRP in

renting land.

USDA has already implemented a conlinuous sign up systcm which
provides additional incentive paymenis for people who enroll their
environmentally sensitive land or put their land into the highest

environmental use possible, such as by using it o Zrow frer sips

npanan buffers and field wind breaks.

To provide the broadest range of conservation benelts
USDA proposes 10 expand cligibility cntena 10 X
wetlands, Enrolling wetlands in the CRP benelits everyo
soil, improving water quality and ensuring protection ol
most important wildlife habitat on prvale lands. It provi
an economically viahle option 1o properly manage their L
it easier to comply with other wetland profection measures

Some say that we must choose between modem producls

and the environment. The 10 year success and populant) § the CRd

among producers and the public prove otherwise. Producli
and increased farm income are absolutely compatible with
we all share for a clean and healthful environment

The CRP proposed rules are an effort 1 swrengthorflocaiyis
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conservation assistance” to landowners. While the pr
establish the basic policy goals and broad critenia for the ¢
producers, conscrvation districts, county COmimilEes, loc
FSA employees and the stawe conservation leadersh
ultimately be the most influential in enrolling prionity lan
The CRP rules were created together with the other
programs Lo maximize environmental benelis for every
well as serve landowners simply and efficiendy. These
become more apparent very soon once the rules for the |
quality Incentives Program (EQIP) are announced
conservation rules 1w follow shonly. To date, the Dy
announced rules for the Wetlands Reserve program a
Welands and Highly Erodible Land Programs, als
Swampbuster and Sodbuster, respecuvely.
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Clean Water Alliance covers wide range of topics

The Dickinson County Clean
Water Alliance met recently to
discuss changes and additions
within the county.

Ace Cory, of the Okoboj
Protective Agency, talked about
proposed zoning changes that the
county supervisors had passed called
ordinance No. 100, article five,
Agricultural District A-1, section
IWo.

Cory presented two letters that will
g0 10 the supervisors in opposition
to the zoning change. The letters
Interlake

are from OPA and
Protective Association. A lot of
discussion took place on this

subject with the potenual of adding
large amounts of sepuc systems to
the lowa Great Lakes Watershed as
the focus.

Wayne Northey, Dickinson
County supervisor, commented on
the decision of the board and the
language in the amendment. The
language in the amendment IS NOW
the same as the language in the new
ordinance that will be brought up
for comment in three weeks.

David Kohlhaase commented on

. Rl gl

the zoning change as the zoning
administrator. He stated that this
change in the ordinance will closc
some holes in the current way ol
doing things.

Currently, someone can buy 10
acres of land and have a larming
interest and not be zoned or need a
building permit because agricultural
land can not be zoned.

With the amendment the county
can start to control this type ol
building and have a say in wherg
the buildings, septic systems, elc
are going. Kohlhasse mentioned
since there seemed to be concern
about agricultural sensihive land
that there will bc no building
allowed on A-2 zoned lands. A-2
lands are environmentally sensiive
land

Phil Brown, OPA, commented on
the ordinance and stressed that the
‘main game' 1S o maimntain  the
biological integnity of our area

The Jowa Lakes RC&D has been
funded. The main purpose for the
RC&D is to assist groups and
people with natural resource type
deve lﬂDan[ projects

Silver Lake

project proposed

By BOBBIE McBRIDE
Growing
environment as well as water
quality has come into the
limehight lately in Lake Park. At
the recent Chamber of Commerce
annual dinner, the guest speakers
were Ann Ditsworth, Soil &
Water Conservation District,
Dale DuVal, NRCS District
Conservationist in Osceola
County, and Carroll Oskvig,
NRCS District Conservationist
in Dickinson County
Therr focus was for a potential
waltcr quahiy project, namely the
Silver Lake Watershed, According
o DuVal, "We are looking for
Just plain support from the
residents of Lake Park." Financial
support 1s necessary for the study
10 be completed, although there
arc some EPA| state, and NRCS
[unds available now. Bul funding
tor this project i1s contingent on
the showing of local groups who
arc willing to support the project
with both acton and funding. It
1S their hope that if the citizens
embrace the project and make it
their own, the project be
much more successful
According to the United States
Departmeni
(USDA) office; funding would be

through a 319 grant from the
Environmental Proltection

Agency and the REAP Water

concerns for the

will

0l Agricullurc

Protection Fund., These funds
will provide for an
Environmental Specialist, the

statl person who coordinates the
project. The lowa Department of
Natural Resources administers the
Section 319 funds.

The state-funded Resource
Enhancement and Protection
(REAP) program provides cost-
share for implementing water
quality structures and

management measures. The lowa
Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship, Division of
Soil Conservation administers
REAP funds Technical
assistance would be provided by
the UUSDA Natural
Conservauon Service

Jjust exactly
watershed? "It 1s all the land area

that contributes runoff to a
particular body of water. The
contours or hills and valleys are
what make up the shape of a
watershed and direct the water
flow towards the body of water,
which in our case is Silver
Lake," said Ann Ditsworth.

Dickinson Soil & Water
Conservation District 18
interesicd in pursuing this 15,000
acre waltcrshed as the focus of a
polenual water quality project.
Along with portions of
Dickinson and Osceola counties
IS a small portion of the
watershed lying in Minnesota of
approximately 1,280 acres.

With the threat by sediment and
nutnent runoff from both urban
and rural lands, the Silver Lake
Waltershed has been designated a
DTIOriLy lor l|'||::- USDA
Environmental Quality Incentives
‘rogram (EQIP). Runoff is
causing the lake 1o slowly fill in

and may also be responsible [or
excess algae growth in the lake

Therefore, efforts are now being
focused to create a plan for
improvemenl and a grant
proposal and application for
lunding 10 carry 1t oul

Potential projects include
waterways, held and farmstead
windbreaks, lerraces, storm sewer
stenciling, and lakeshore erosion
Deep valleys drain water into the
Big Sioux and eventually into

Resources

what 15 a

drCgd

see, WATERSHED, page 2

Brown suggested forming a group
1o look at solutions and partnerng

with the agencies that arc involved.
John Wills and Brown volunteered
to be a part of that group.

report on Eurasian Watermilfoil
was wrilten by Gary Phillips of the
lowa DNR. The report showed the
success of the program to date
Phillips and his crew were able (o
spend the entire $120,000 for
control this year. There is a new
bill board sign up on the east side
of Spirit Lake on Hwy. 9 that
warns of the dangers of EWM.

Tom Skilling, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, reported that the
organization will continue 1its
private land work in the Iowa Greal
LLakes this year.

Doug Harr, Iowa DNR,
commented on recent acquisiions
and three sales pending. A 79 acre
tract on Spring Run from the
Kimble family, 160 acres of land
from Marty Loos (there 15 a one
year provision for repurchase from
Loos), and an 80 acre tract from the
Segard family one mile west ol

Lally Lake

Proposed hoglot creates concern

taken under

April 9.

According to Gregory Olson,
DNR environmental specialist in
inspected
faciliues proposed site in Westport
township, everything there seems

Spencer, who

to have checked out.

By MEREDITH DAGGETT

Staff Writer
The board of supervisors has
advisement
concerns of some of Dickinson
County's residents pertaining 1o
the swine farrowing applicaton
Carrolls Foods has submitted to
the DNR and plans to respond by

He also said

The Fish & Wildhifc Service has
used all the funds from the
NAWCA |1l grant. The DNR s
planming to apply for one more
grant from this funding source.

The DNR will submit the grant
sometime this spring, Congress
1sn't allocating as much money for
this grant this year. Harr asked if
any organizations would be willing
to partner with this grant this year,
Letters of support are appreciated
but a donation of a mimimum of
$100 is more effective.

Those interested can contust Doug
or Neil Heiser with a support
pledge. The project will be a $1.4
million dollar project - because of
the rapidly rising cost of farmland
in Dickinson County. On a final
note Harr is serving on a mulu-
agency team to rate and evaluaie
Wetlands Reserve Program
Applications.

Carroll Oskvig reported that he
has been receiving a lot of interest
and discussion of starting a Clean
Water Project for Silver Lake. The
project 1s shaping up to be much

hhre th:: IGL Clean Water Project.

M
lhe
o LV
‘RP
The RC&D 1s interested in
helping to fund various projects o,
EQIP, a new federal program for ik
farming, will be shaping up over
the next few weeks as we go AL
through several mecetings and that
asking for public input for priorily d;d
arcas, funding cost's elc. Gar
Larry Lago, Farm Service Agency
director, reported that there are some :
things affecting federal programs at 5 oA
the national level. There are over > p.m.

15,500 acres in CRP currently in 3 Y.
Dickinson County. Over 10,000 ~
acres are eligible (o be released from

CRP this fall O

Those acres will possibly go into ‘\a
intensive row cropping. Individuals '__%
have the option o early out ol T‘;:
CRP at any ume. An arucle in the
Des Moines Register says thal the
government can modily or
terminate CRP contracts at any
ume.

Glen Peterson, [rom the sanitary %
district, reported on three projects ol N
interest. There 1s a S5 million N
bond for new lift stations in ¥

see, TOPICS, page 2 A

—Governor nholds the Key

T

exactly what it takes to

the
they could not be corrected

information sharing

have a
permit granted. It would be very
unlikely that il any mistakes
their application would be lfound

The Clean Waler Coalition, an
L'-'-m'“I‘
together for the protecuon ol the
lowa Great Lakes watershed and

led
'}Iy
ing

He also said that at these levels "“
water contamination could uccurj*fi_
and also that the land could be™
rendered  useless from  over 1"}
fertilization.

“It’s not that we're against hogs '/
if it's done right, but these people -
are not doing it right,” he said. 'S
“What I've been trying to do is

in

put

water quality, has cxpressed  notify as many people as pussib_lc t
serious apprehension about the  that we are literally powerless in
arrival of factory farms in  this situation. These people can do ;
the Dickinson County what they want, when they want *
The consensus ol representatves and we have to pay to clean up Ii_u: ‘l
expressing opinions at a recent  mess after it happens and 1t will °
meeting 1s that it i1sn’t so much hdpan f‘

the animals themselves that are the

“We work with the law as 1l 1S,

he doubted that DNR review be..
engineers in Des Moines would problem, it's the proposcd, and by not the way we'd like |..1 l{}‘ :
have looked at the rest of the law legal, manure management You have to go to the source of
application yet. They usually wait  plan. the law, the lﬂgllf-llllum and try Lo
for the complete applicauon Dwight Rutter, a larmer who have 1L uhangf:.d. i
package which would include the  owns land and lives just east ol a She also pointed out lhd.l all a;lgt‘
SUpervisor's comments, Carrolls Foods operation ncar  producers ar¢ not UTESPONSIDIC

However,

permits

unique, they know the system and

as the second largesi
pork producer in the United States,
Cairolls has filed many
and although each 15

Everly in Clay County,

said that

that in the past there have been

the amounts of nitrogen they plan  pollution problems with l*“""i
such 1o apply are about double those  farmers’, too, and that por
rg:mnnw.micd by lowa Siale see CONCERNS, page 3
Umiversity Extension i
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Clean Water Alliance covers wide range of topics

The Dickinson County Clean
Walter Alliance met recently to
discuss changes and additions
within the county,

Ace Cory, of the Okoboj
Protecuive Agency, talked about
proposed zoning changes that the
county supervisors had passed called
ordinance No. 100, article five,
Agriculwural District A-1, section
IwWo.

Cory presented two letters that will
£0 1o the supervisors in opposition
to the zoming change. The letters
are from OPA and Interlake
Protective Association. A lot of
discussion took place on this
subject with the potenual of adding
large amounts of sepuc systems (o
the lowa Great Lakes Watershed as
the focus.

Wayne Northey, Dickinson
County supervisor, commented on
the decision of the board and the
language in the amendment. The
language in the amendment 1S now
the same as the language in the new
ordinance that will be brought up
for comment in three weeks.

David Kohlhaase commented on
|

‘ By BOBBIE McBRIDE

Growing concerns for the
environment as well as water Soil
come into the
limelight lately in Lake Park. Al

quality has

the recent Chamber of Commerce the

annual dinner, the guest speakers Consg

were Ann Ditsworth, Soill & '

Water Conservation District, walce :
Dale DuVal, NRCS District that MANHATTAN BEACH
Conservationist in Osceola partif

in Dickinson County.

ETl

County, and Carroll Oskvig,
NRCS District Conservationist

Their focus was for a potential
walter qualiy project, namely the whi
Silver Lake Watershed. According Lak
o DuVal, "We are looking for
just plain support [rom the
residents of Lake Park." Financial
support i1s necessary for the study
10 be completed, although there

a3 Buisn
apduingy

ST

the zoning change as the zoning
administrator. He stated that this
change in the ordinance will close
some holes in the current way ol
doing things.

Currently, someone can buy 10
acres of land and have a farming
interest and not be zoned or need a
building permit because agricultural
land can not be zoned.

With the amendment the county
can start to control this type ol
building and have a say in where
the buildings, seplic systems, etc
are going. Kohlhasse menuoned,
since there seemed Lo be concern
about agricultural sensinve land
that there will be no building
allowed on A-2 zoned lands, A-2
lands are environmentally sensitive
land.

Phil Brown, OPA, commented on
the ordinance and stressed that the
'main game' 1S 10 maintain the
biological integrity of our area

The Iowa Lakes RC&D has been

funded. The main purpose for the
RC&D 1is to assist groups and
people with natural resource type
development projects.

Saturday

Silver Lakdiess
project pre

9:00-3:00

Sunday

T S ST OO AR e

Brown suggested forming a group
o look at solutions and partnering

with the agencies that are involved.
John Wills and Brown volunteered
to be a part of that group.

A report on Eurasian Watermilfoil
was written by Gary Phillips of the
lowa DNR. The report showed the
success of the program to date.
Phillips and his crew were able to
spend the entire $120,000 for
control this year. There 1s a new
bill board sign up on the east side
of Spirit Lake on Hwy. 9 that
warns of the dangers of EWM.

Tom Skilling, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, reported that the
organization will continue I1s
private land work in the lowa Great
Lakes this year.

Doug Harr, Iowa DNR,
commented on recent acquisitions
and three sales pending. A 79 acre
tract on Spring Run from the
Kimble family, 160 acres of land
trom Marty Loos (there 1s a one
year provision for repurchase from
[Loos), and an 80 acre tract from the
Segard family one mile wesl of
Lilly Lake.

Multiple
Listing Service

By Appointment
712-336-2790

The Fish & Wildlife Service has
used all the funds from the
NAWCA Il grant. The DNR is
planning to apply for one more
grant from this funding source.

The DNR will submit the grant
sometime this spring. Congress
isn't allocating as much money for
this grant this year. Harr asked if
any organizations would be willing
to partner with this grant this year.
Letters of support arc appreciated
but a donation of a mimimum of
$100 is more effective.

Those interested can contuct Doug
or Neil Heiser with a support
pledge. The project will be a S1.4
million dollar project - because of
the rapidly nsing cost of farmland
in Dickinson County. On a final
note Harr 1s serving on a mulu-
agency team 1o ratc and evaluate
Wetlands Reserve Program
Apphicauons.

Carroll Oskvig reported that he
has been receiving a lot of interest
and discussion of starting a Clean
Waier Project for Silver Lake. The
project 1§ shaping up to be much
like the IGL Clean Water Project.

- -Li ‘.—r--d—. e

producers  are  nol

lowa.

from CONCERNS, page 1

the only
corporate ag concerns interested in

UM
the
ow
‘RP
The RC&D s interested in
helping to fund various projects. Lo
EQIP, a new federal program for 031
farming, will be shaping up over A
the next few weeks as we go b
through several meetings and that
asking for public input for priority did
areas, funding cost’s cic. Gar
Larry Lago, Farm Service Agency ‘
director, reported that there are some .
: : ext
things affecting federal programs at NS

the national level. There are over
15,500 acres in CRP currently in
Dickinson County. Over 10,000
acres arc eligible (o be released from
CRP this fall.

Those acres will possibly go into
intensive row cropping. Individuals
have the option 1o early out of
CRP at any time. An article in the
Des Moines Regisier says thal the
government can modily or
terminate CRP contracts at any
lime.

Glen Peterson, from the sanitary
district, reported on three projects of
interest. There 1s & S5 million
bond for new lift statons in

see, TOPICS, page 2
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0 slop even more  concentrted

amounts of amimal waste possibly

contaminating not only drinking
water but the lakes as well.
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No work needed to enjoy this onel A
| completely remodeled. ¢

*with bunk house and |
whad . a storage building.

You can't beat this afford ;
enjoy the Lakes Area and West
Okﬂ'b{}j!. Deep lot, plank dock and near
new hoist. Call Larry Miller. A24

ute cottage

able way to

$103,000 EAST OKOBOUI

Call Marilyn. C5

It's on the lake and just what you woult
hope for inside! The usual with 3 bed
rooms, nicely done, and a lake room ke
no other, complele with windows galore
and a floor-to-ceiling stone & brick see.

through fireplace Designed for lake living

$189,901

i
Con
Iner
acre |
potel
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Presently there are plans in the
works for several dairy caule
operations coming into northwest
lowa and at least one poultry
group with 500,000 10 two
million layers at one site with
plans to build in northwest lowa.
Dave Kohlhaase, . the Dickinson
County sanitarian and zoning
commissioner, questioned whether
anything could be done legally
from a health standpoint.

Ned Bjomstad responded that
various. counties . throughout the
state. have  auempted through
Various means o assert control
over hog feedlots and confinements
such as the onc proposed for
Dickinson County withoul
SUCCEsS,

“The role our oflice was given
and the DNR was given was
defined by the legislature and we
can’t go beyond that," he said.

Ace Cory, a long tme water
clean-up advocate, said that it
doesn’t seem right that the county
has spent millions 0 control
human waste but can’t do anything

“After what I've heard, this has 10
be directed at (Governor) Branstad
on a grass roois objection basis,”
he said. “I think the problem
started with Terry (Bransiad) and |
don’t think bending (DNR director)
Larry Wilson's car or Jack
Kibbie’s or anyonc clse is going
to do any good.

I think Branstad has 10 know
that lowa is outraged with what we
can’t do.”

Cyndy Powers, chairperson, said
aL  their  last  meeting, the
Dickinson County Board of Health
decided 10 write a letter 1o the
supervisors and DNR cxpressing
their concerns and request a 12
month delay in granting the permit
until more data could be gathered
concerning  the  location  anxi
potential  environmental  damage
resulting from the facility that
could occur by proceeding 100
quickly,

They are in the process of drafting
that letter now and want it added to
the file the supervisors are
accumulating and plan 10 forward
to the DNR in Des Moines,




CONSERVATION FARMER AWARD: Spirit Lake farmaer Jelf Ashland, far left, receives a plague and
Presenting Ashland with the awards are Pheasants Forever board co
president. The

wildiife print lor his efforts in conservation
d Bob
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Sewell. Dickinson County chapter

't ,.”1 Dll-l:-\.rl_-_

*Jrf"l:; "*Hl-"

chapler recognizes

Chapter tops last year's output

By MIKE EARLY

Sports Editor

Over 600 people helped raise

537,241 lor the Pheasants Forever

Dickinson chapter last

Thursday at the group's annuasl
banguet Tundrinser

Owvier 1O ems were

for thi benefil ol

Dickinson County Ihe

Wirks wilh

County

auchioned ol
hunting in
_|.'H:I|,j;.-

CONSCErvauon agencics

in the county o provide habiat lor
pheasants and other wildlife in the
counly
[his wis the 13th annual banquet
u wnty chapler
AL the first banguel in 1985, the
group rawscd S9.000 with 180
people in attendande
i yvear the banguet drew 615
people and raised over $36,(XX)
W are the lorgest m number ol
maombern ind alwavs in th op
{hre or tour n dollars raised
(mone thi thaer ._I:.|.;|1|,.u: ) sai1d
yon Lamb, one of the lounders ol
the Duckms=on Coonty chapice find
chairman Of the chapter board
All o the money raised here
st vs In the county,” Lamb saucl

WOe Ve SIcadily prown every v

and we're expecting to ke a hit Oin

The \!I;i['-[(f also honors aren
tatmers for therr efforts in soil and
wildhile conservatuon at the banqugct

Fhis year Jell and Penny Ashland
b Spirit Lake received  ihe
Conserviauon Fammer Award

Fhe couple have been acuve Iin

windbreaks on thair
They planted a Tarmsiead

:IIHHIIIF]}‘_
larmland
vindbreak with approximatcly ong
acre ol rees and shrubs last year and
plan to add o L this year

Ashland uses both mulch-ull and
no-tll farming o help reduce sol
integrated  crop
duce chencal and

craosion and
inagement 1o re
ierud

ZCr application
He has also olfered 10 acres ol

Conscrvauon Reserve
1997

They also will be butlding 450
lect of grassed walerways and he has
bullt sediment basins in cnitical
arcas within the lowa Great Lakes
Waltershed

T'he Ashlands arc also involved 1n
the lowa Great Lakes Watershed
Integrated Crop Management
["I_!!_:“ﬂh

This project contributes to the
reduction of chemicals and
fertilizers on over 2,000 acres of
land in the watershed

The Ashlands were selecied for the
award by the Dickinson Soil and
Water Conservation District
Commissioners,

Frogram in

environmental prionily land into the

draws ol the
n ol a variaty of
jdipmant halp the
150N r.-'ril- r':"

Phot

in. Dick

Volunteers
vital to the
community

The Dickinson Soil and Waler

Conservauon  District has
announced that in honor ol
Natonal Volunteer Weck, Apnl

13 - 19, volunteers who faithfully
assist in the conscrvation elfons
within Dickinson County deserve
recogmuon.

One of the volunteers, Jim Bell
of Spirit Lake has been helping
with computer updating and during

the CRP .‘ilgn l:[" did soils
digitizing.
Also assisting with the CRP

Sign-up by digitizing soils was
Keith Van Kleek of Ternl

Maunice Dougal, Lakc
planning hus
this spring and summer in the Licld
ON VArious projects

Many members of the RS V. P
tcam have assisied by working on

Park s

volunicer  acuviles

the newsleiter amdd  program
announccent matlngs
According 10 DSWCD, these

volunteers arc a vital part of the
district’s  team  and  are  greatly
appreciated for donating ther timi
o conservauion etiorts

Earth friendly
projects

According to John Wills, th
lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
Project Coordinator, volunteers
arc being sought 1o partucipate
In an eavironmer.‘ally sensitive,
lake friendly lawn program
Wills has also indicated it's
ume (o stant the storm sewer
stenciling program
He said several storm sewers
can be labeled in as little as one
hour and that each 1s a step
loward protecting the lakes
Anyone, groups, organizanons
or individuals, that would be
inicrested in participating  can
call Wills ar 336-2604

Mayor proclaims a

week of Soil and

Water Stewardship

Soil and Water Siewardship Week
15 celebrated in the United States
to help remind all people of their
individual responsibilities w0 care
for soil and water resources

In pan the declaration of Soil and
Water Stewardship Week states
that human security depends on the
production of ample food, fiber and
other products of the soil

It continues to say that the
quality and quantity of these
products depends on the proper
managemenl and sustainable use of
soil and waler resources through
sound conservation praclces,

The roots of this observance are
deep in history. For centuries,
people have offered thanks 10 God
for the priceless gifts of soil,
water, air and sunshine. The world

as we know it could not exist
without frumitful agncultore  axd
[orestry

More than 15(K)
France, bad weather, fires and
ecarthquakes had  broughlt  crop
farlures and widespread hunger
The local bishop called for prayer

YCars ago in

and penance on the th
preceding Ascension Day
Filhing a need in the hears and
minds of the people, the practice
spread throughout France and then
to many other countries. Over the
years, the annual religious pracuce
became widely established
including in the United States

In 1946, the publishers of Farm
and Ranch magazine ook on
promouon of the observance. In
1934, the publishers encouraged
the officers of the National
AssoCiation of Conservauon
Districts (o take on the event as a
nationwide promotion

I'he National Association,
representing 3,000 local soil and

i.h}\

waler conservation distncts  has
sponsored this  observance since
1955

youl and Water Stewardship Werlk
imeld 1o councide with el of
Earth Week and the beginfiing o
the planung

the
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April 25 marked the 125th
! celebration of National Arbor Day -
r a day of tree planting by school

——— Thanks |

children, neighborhoods and

community groups across America. to the Middie School Students and Staff of
r The  holiday has endured, - — R
| according to John Rosenow, Harris-Lake Park, Okohoji, & Spirit Lake

President of the Nautonal Arbor
Day Foundation, “because young
trees, newly planted, are an
affirmation of the conunuity of
I life."

Arbor Day 1s celebrated 1n many
ways. Creative celebrations often
happen when several groups get

for helping to protect
our environment

together.
Arbor Day was the idea of J.
Sterling  Morton, editor of

Nebraska's first newspaper, who
moved 0 Nebraska City [rom
Michigan in the mid-1800°s. An
impassioned journalist and orator,
Morton held a deep personal
i commitment to bring new families
to Nebraska. He knew this would
be difficult in a place where just
threc percent of the praine was
' wooded. There were few trees for
| firewood, fence posts and - a
crucial commodity - lumber. His
message became, “plant trees.”
Morton was diligent, and In
1872, Nebraska became the f[irst
state to proclaim Arbor Day.
More than one million trees were
planted in Nebraska on that day,
By 1890, Arbor Day was
celebrated in every state, making 1t
one of the oldest formalized

Shore Patrol ‘91!

Proud Sponsors include:
e Arnolds Park Amusement Park e Boji Bay Water Park
e Buy Rite Foods e« City Meat Market » Coca Cola Bottling
e Dickinson Environmental Education Commitiee e Fareway
* lowa DNR e Lake Park Chamber of Commerce

- e L ocal Law Enforcement & Cig Crews e Sanifill

BT : .I '|':'

AN OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION: Spirit Lake Mayor Eric Nielsen
shown above with Ann Dittsworth, a representative of the Soil and

Water Conservation District signs the papers officially declaring April
27 - May 24 Soil and Water Stewardship week.

(photo by Meredith Daggett)

conservation observances in the
world. While many states celebrate
the event on the last Friday in
April, National Arbor Day, others
sel the dale 1o coincide with
planting season in their climate.
“Arbor Day celebrates 125 years
of successful tree planting and
environmental  stewardship, @
fiting tribute 1o the vision of
Morton who wrote, ‘Other
holidays repos¢ upon the past
Arbor Day proposes for the
future,””, Rosenow said.

AROUND THE LAKES

r,'l_ _I-'Jr,r rl(? = -.'Jp' il._

‘GREEN' LAWNS: The lowa Great Lakes Clean Waiter

Project is looking for volunteers 10 participate in an environmentlly
sensitive, lake friendly lawn program. Volunteers will receive
information and training on having good looking yards without all the
chemicals and fertilizers that are so popular, For more information call
336-2604.

A QUALITY ENVIRONMENT: The regular

monthly meeting of the Dickinson County Soil and Waler Conservation
District will be Thursday, April 10 at 11:30 a.m. in the distnct office al
2412 17th St. in Spirit Lake. The tentative agenda will include
reviewing the CRP-15 sign-up and discussions concemning the wree sale
and MAX program.

" A unique and spectacular event
' will take place on April 25 at
. Kenue Park, north of the town of
Okoboji.
" On that day, over 1,200 students
from Dickinson County’s four
| school districts -Harmis/Lake Park,
' Okoboji, Spnit Lake and Ternl -
will participate in an Earth
Day/Arbor Day event. The
students will be creatng a giant
recyclable tree on a field using
thousands of bags of paper they've
collected from home and school.
The ‘tree’ will cover two - three
acres and will be viewable from a
nearby trail overlooking the park.
An aircraft will be [lying over
taking photos and live video shots
of the spectacle. Students will start
armiving around 9 am. and the

A three t

on, two acre tree

project should be completed about
2:30 p.m.

The public is invited to come and
view the tree anytime dunng the
day, however, it will be dismantled
starting at 3 p.m.

The Dickinson
Environmental Education
Commuttee, consisting of
representative teachers from the

four school  distncts, the
Dickinson County Soil and Water
Conservation distnict and the
Dickinson County Conservation
Board and the ongnators and
promoters of this event.

Others that will be involved the
day of the event include Kenny
Ashland, who is providing the
awrcraft, the staff of the Dickinson
County Conservaion  Board,

County

coordinating the tree outhine
construction the day of the event,
and the Spint Lake Noon Kiwanis,
picking up and recycling the
collected paper.

The estimated three tons of paper
collected and used in the project
will not only save over 50
pulpwood trees, but will heighten
recycling and waste reduction
awareness locally and regionally.

In addition to participating in the
day's event, school children will
be involved in many other
conservation awareness programs
at school and at home.

e - -




Students enjoy Hogsbac

-

i)

| A PAPER TREE: In celebration of both Earth Day and Arbor Day, students from Dickinson County

joinea forces to bulld a tree. Made of paper stuffed in plastic bags, the tree was a reminder not only to
| recycle but also that paper is made from trees. Shown above, as the tree's outline is filled in, students
| marched up the hill for a look at their handiwork. The Spint Lake Noon Kiwanis dismantled the tree for

1 Tecyvcliing
| Lo A 1

Water Fest
'97 offers day
of family fun

Water, fun, and a ride on the
Queen I are the word for the day. |
The lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
Project, East Okoboji Lake
Improvement Corporation, Spirit|
Lake Protective Association. and|
the Okoboji Protective Association !
are sponsoring this fun activity,

Waler Fest '97 is planned for
August 2, at Emerson Bay State
Park on West Okoboji Lake.
Activities begin at 8 am. with a
scuba diving demonstration, em-
phasizing Eurasian Watermilfoil
dAWANCness

There will be many people giv-
ing information about topics which
are water related. The topics
include, but are not limited to,
boating safety, fishing, and runoff
polluton

There will be fun and games at
Water Fest '97. They will have
carmival style games and booths,
water balloon volleyball, and many
other fun water games. The firs
200 people will receive a free ride
on the Queen I1, hosted by Ken
Lang who is knowledgeable about
the ecological history of our lakes
Prizes will be given by Dickinson
Soil and Water Conservation
District, Boji Bay Walter Park, The
lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
Project, Three Sons of Milford
Queen [I, and Arnolds Park
Amusement Park, Prizes include
passes o the parks, baseball caps
swedalers, and other gifts

Doughnuts and coifee will be
provided, so parents bring your kids
and have fun with them. If you
have quesuons or comments call
John Wills at 712-336-2604
Ph ips ot 12-362-2604
Wil ey

A GLANCE

l<

AT
Even

« 8 am SCuba diving
gamansiration-Eurasion

1“1._1.':“”' l:! :‘l-'u'-‘i.r!":"!""_'-.-_‘

110:30 am.- Carnival
aAmes and booths

1Tam-12.30 pm.- Free
cruise on the Qusen Il hosted
by Ken Lang

Locals attend Ag Institu

L =4
Cari Dillehay and Jarrod Wallace are
Secretary of Agriculture Dale M. Cochran

Jarrod Wallace of Spinit Lake and  Prol
Can Dillehay of Hamris are - W
100 Iowa high school

selected to attend the 171

lowa Agricultural Youth

iIn Ames.

Wallace, the son of Steve

Wallace, and Dillehay, th

of Julie and Mark Dillechay
chosen based upon their leadership
activities and interest in agricultur
"Focused around the them
Agnculture A Rive
Opportunities’, the [AY] allin
students to gain information
waler quality and agnculturs
careers,” said Shannon F

IAY] coordinator for 1
Agncultural Des
Authority. “We're pl

parucipated n |

Celebration, a statewid

cifort recognizing

protection and

acuvities that hawe

sInce the lowa

By EMILY URBAN
Stalf Writer

Un Thursday, Sept. 6 the
Harris-Lake Park sixth grade stu-
dents all piled on a school Busg
and headed for Hogshack.

The Annual Dickinson ( \:uﬂ;{}-
sixth grade outdoor classroom
Was a nature excursion, The
students leamned things varying
from water o geese.

Al the first station Carroll
Oskvig, NRCS, Clarence Call,
NRCS, and Tom Koster.
NRCS, illustrated the various
aspects of soil by using three
pit sites’ which showed the

changes in soil types and tex
tures.

Kathleen Leopold, DCCB., had
the students following the water
cycle. The acuvity emphasized
that the cycle can vary and tha
clean water is ‘precious and few

Fhe third station was about
trees. Willard Punt, NRCS. and
Ned Bjomstad, Sibley NRCS

shared Iniormation about Lthe

rings ol a tree and their meaning
The students also discussed how
10 plant and care for the green
ash trees which every sixth grade
student will rec eive lnﬂ the
spring

Walking on the nature trail, the
fudenty were shown varnous na
tve plants. Tim Waltz, IDNR,
and Matt McKim, IDNR. ex
plained the unique aspects of the
Hogsback area

“"Enviroscape model, what is
that”™ one of the students asked

lohn Wills, DSWCD, explained
the importance ot the wetlands
and illustrated 1t by using g
Wetland Enviroscape model.

A lot of interest was shown at
the sixth station. DJ Ortman
wildlife animal rehabilitator. em.
| hasized the Care and ProteCuon
I domesuc and wild animals
The H-LP students were able to
vicw and interact with a parrot
that Ortman had brought along

Doug Harr, lowa Department
Ol Natural Resources, ook the

2|
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Classroom covers 1,895 acres

By MEREDITH DAGGETT
Staff Writer

The Dickinson County Soil and
Water Conservation District’s out-
door classroom was Sept. 4.

The event, wilich brings together
all of the counly’s sixth graders is g =&
I now in its 20th year, It took place S
at Kettleson Hogsback Wildlife
Management Area, located between
Marble and Hottes Lakes.

This unique area’s 1,895 acres
comprisé a varied terrain of grass-
lands, woodlands, wetlands and
lakes making it an ideal place for
the outdoor classroom. 1§

Nine different classes were on the
agenda for this year, each lasting | :
about 25 minutes. BN v < s g .

+ Soils presented by Carmoll e : -

Oskvig, NRCS, Clarence Call, gt ake kids are shown with John Wills using the DSWCD's new |

NRCS, and Tom Koster, NRCS. . : 4
SRR e o i okl o EnviroScape model to learn about prutechn? wetlands.

pects of soil by using three pit
sites 1o observe soil types and tex-
tures. :

» Water Cycle presented by Kath-
leen Leopold, DCCB volunteer.
Students followed the water cycle
and the importance for protecting
our drinking water supply.

« Trees presentied by Willard
Punt, NRCS and Ned Bjomstad,
Sibley NRCS. Students received
information about the rings of a
. tree and their meaning with special

emphasis on the Green Ash. Each

student will receive a tree to plant
in the spring.

« Nature Trail - a hike guided by
Tim Waltz, IDNR and Matu & _ ] | :
McKim, IDNR. Students observed  Doug Harr is shown with a group of Okoboji and Terril kids looking

| native plants and unique aspects of  for Canada Geese on Marble Lake.

the Hogsback area.

« Wetlands presenied by John
Wills, DSWCD. Using the new
Wetland Enviroscape model as il-

' lustrations, students discovered the
importance of wetlands.

» Wildlife presented by DJ On-
man, wildlife animal rehabilitator,
The care and protection of animals,
both domestic and wild, was em-
phasized. !

= Wild Geese presented by Doug
Harr, IDNR. Stwudents observed

“anada Geese and leamed about
their habits, -

* Composting presented by Ann
Ditsworth, DSWCD. Students
learned the various ways o dispose
of waste without sending it to the ~, R TR
landfill. P ey e . -

« Farm Safety by Joy | g : :

Janachovsky, ISU. Students A group of Harris-Lake Park kids takes their turn visiting with DJ
leamed to identify areas of danger Oriman's bird and learns about wildlife rehabilitation at the same
on a farm, time. (photos by Meredith Daggett)

= =
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DSWCD EnviroScape premiers

Children and adults are leaming chairperson, stated, “Sometimes SWCD
how to protect their community's water issues are hard to understand,
water, thanks (o an interactive, but now we have a way to show
portable watershed model that how our water can become polluted
dramatically demonstrates individual and how we can prevent it."
responsibility for water pollution
and 1ts prevention.

provides educatonal
information to the public through
the lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
Project, the Environmental
b Education Committee, Stewardship
Used at all levels within the Week, and the Annual 6th Grade

school system, EnviroScape® uses  Outdoor Classroom at Kettleson-

e : ‘rain’ from a spray bottle 10 show  Hogsback.
The Dickinson Soil and Water pollution coming from urban, rural ;

C{Il“!'il.(:l'\"aljnn District and the and industrial areas. The rain carries The District also assists the
Dl;k:nhon County Farm Bureau are  spil, fertilizers, pesticides and oil ~ county by offenng cost-share on
using the En\rimsvzﬂpc@ models 1o downhill to a lake., where the effects  ©Onservalon practices, approving
demonstrate waler pollution, of the pollution become plainly conservaton plans developed by the
wetlands and riparian issues 0 visible. The model then shows how Natural Resources Conservation
elementary, middle and high school 1o prevent the pollution. Service, working with farmers on a
muflcnls, as well as civic groups. In addition to the EnviroScape® ©One-to-one basis, and many other
Keith Van Kleek, commissioner demonstrations, the  Dickinson County-wide projects.

Thank You To
Farmers And Ranchers

Students at the Okoboji Elementary School are partici-
pating in a “Thank You” project this month to recognize
farmers and ranchers for conserving our natural resources
as they produce the food .we cat and the fiber for our
clothing. Some of the points emphasized include:

* Today, one American farmer provides food and fiber
for 129 other people. :

* To be a steward of the land means you are in charge
of taking responsible care of the land and to do what is
necessary to keep the earth healthy and beautiful.

* Today, 99% of US farms are owned by individuals,
family partnerships or corporations with fewer than 10
stockholders, Only 0.4% of farus are owned by non-family
corporations. e

* Four out of five acres in the US are nonfederal land.
Private landowners are responsible for the natural re-
sources on nearly all that land. s o .

* Agriculture is the nation’s largest employer, with
more than 21 million people working in some phase -
from growing food and fiber, to selling it at the supermar-
ket. : 4 SR

This project is sponsored by the Dickinson Soil and

_ Water Conservation District and USDA Natural Resources
- Conservation Service. The “Thank You™ project is impor-

tant to us all. America’s farmers and ranchers efficiently
produce abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber. But
they produce much more. Healthy farms and ranches pro-
duce bhealthy soil, clear water, pure air, and an abundance
of wildlife. These contributions lead to a pleasing land-
scape — benefits that all American’s treaspre!

e
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1998 TREE
ANTING PROJECT

29.000 Trees and Shrubs

were planted between
April 14 - May 6th.

Our County Chapter spent

$25,000 on this project!
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Claims about farmer’s role as poor

| couldn't help but note the
haostility in DK H;’_i:’|f1g'5 recent
letter that cniticized the efforts
of tarmers in protecting the
environment ("He questions
Farm Bureau's word.")

Rather than question his
credibility as he does Farm
Bureau's, I'll cite specific exam-
ples to standing up for Ameri-
ca's farmers and their care for
the environment

First. he asserts that most of
the progress made by farmers
to care for the environment Is
unsubstantiated, | beq to differ

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, crop pro-
tection proauct use on corn
soybeans and wheat was down
24 percent between 1982-1997
Insecticide use was down 56

PHEASANTS
FOREVER
Think HABITAT

percent and herbicide
down 19 percentl. Those are
real numbers

Second, regarding the quality
of our water, nitrogen-use effi-
ciency of U.S. corn grain (based
on five-year rolling average) Is
up nearly 30 percent. Last year
farmers applied an average of
only a pound of nitrogen to
grow a bushel of corn com-
pared to 1.3 pounds in 1984

Third, regarding protecting
the soil, the Environmental Pro
tection Agency finds erosion of
36.5 million acres of Conserva-
tion Reserve Program land is
down S0 percent to around a
ton per acre. Most sails natural-
ly regenerate at rates of 2 1/2
tONS per acre per year

Finally, his assertion that

use
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Musical talent

Rachaelle Larsen, grang
daughter of Thomas and Mar
lyn Newton and great-grand
daughter of Elda Lynn, all ¢
spint L ke, will perform &
prncipal flute with the Siou
Empire Youth Symphon
Orchestra Sunday, APril 29
4:30 p.m. at the Washingto
Pavilion of Arts and Science
in the Great Hall in Siou
Falls.

She 1s the daughter of Pete
and Vickie Larsen of Alcestel
SD
New members

Nine new members wer
welcomed into the Chi Chapte
of Delta Kappa Gamma o
April 7: Phyllis Anderson
Mary Frank, [lona Hennicksen
Dianne Hickerson, Chery
e

—— .

County

1998 TREE
PLANTING PROJECT

29,000 Trees and Shrubs
were planted between
April 14 - May 6th.

Our County Chapter spent

VOLUNTEERS AT WORK

L-R; Rod S

lim Sporrer, Larry Traughber

Gene Reynolds

$25,000 on this project!

Front: Virg Marchand, Ron Arms
Back: LeRoy Koep, Russell Arms

lim Studer of Milford coordinated the 15 Projects -

HELPERS

Man Stidar




18'10.5", placed third.

In the high jump, Josh Heikens
finished fifth with a leap of 5'8".
Rounding out the field events for
Okoboji was Gerritt VanOilterloo
who finished fifth in the shot put
with a throw of 44'10".

Okoboji showed its running abil-
ity with first place performances in
many events.

Brad Peter started off the evening
with a first place finish in the 3200
Meter Run with a ume of
10:31.27. Nick Fear also placed in

with a time of 2:14.12 in the 800
Meter Run.

The shuttle hurdle relay team fin-
1shed second with a ime of 1:10.91
while the 4 x 800 Meter Relay
team finished with a time of
9:15.72 1o take sixth.

The Medley Relay event ended
with Okoboji in third with a time
of 3:50.78 and the 4 x 200 Meter
Relay team sprinted to a second
place finish with a time of 1:34.38.
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irs Place In Envirothon

The Terril High School Envirothon team captured first place at the
third annual lowa Envirothon April 27 at the lowa 4-H Education and
Natural Resources Center in Madrid. Pictured with advisor Ma{c
Benedict (bottom left) are team members Lance Rouse and Eric
Buelte! (top row, left to right), Lee Heller, Shane Brant and Nathgn
Mart. The team now advances to the national competition In
Lansing, Mich., in July. Students participating in the contest were
challenged to sharpen their critical thinking skills while exploring
enviromental issues in five categories. These categories included

aquatics, forestry, wildlife, soils and current environmental issues

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSIONER

TIM HEMPHILL presented stewardship poster contest
winners Kay Oskvig, left, and Sarah Marsh, right, with prize
money of $20 each. The posters were judged according to
their conservation message, visual effectiveness and
universal appeal. Oskvig is a second grader and Marsh a
fourth grader at Okoboji Elementary. The third winner from
Dickinson County was Alex Miles, a first grader at Spirit
Lake Elementary. The posters have been forwarded to

regional competition with entries from 12 other
counties.(photo by Doris Welle)
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Staff of the Harris-Lake Park,
Okoboiji, & Spirit Lake
Middle Schools

for helping to protect

our environment!

00 Pirnol.

Thanks to the Students and

Proud Sponsors Include:
« Arnolds Park Amusement Park * Boji Bay Water Park
* Buy Rite Foods + Coca Cola Bottling
* Dickinson Soil & Water Conservation District
* lowa DNR * Local Law Enforcement & City Crews

* Local Media - Mid Continent Bottling * Sanifill
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

Once again this year the DNR is
accumulating leaves, branches and
other waste materials at Gull Point
State Park. It is bad enough that
this unsightly pile is in our back-
yard and visible to the park visitors.
Last winter they managed 1o set the
woods on fire when they left the
fire unattended.

The DNR should be more re-

To the Editor:

The Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District along with
the County Conservauon Board
sponsored Wonders of Wildlife
School Gardens events at each of
the Elementary Schools in the
County during Earth Week (April
20-24). The goal of the celebration
was "To establish a wildflower area
that will provide habitat to but-

¥

BANK MIDWEST OFFICERS CURT JOHNSON AND MARY KAY BATES 'wq‘tchgd as Oknbm;
Elementary third graders planted plugs and seeds in the "Wonders of Life" Wildlife Schoo
Garden at the elementary building last week. The plugs and some of the ﬁee:js were
cultivated by the students last fall from the flower bec}s at Bank MidWest in Okﬂbt?]l. *Dnckmgon
County Naturalist Rich Leopold supervised the planning and preparation of the wildlife gﬂt‘rrl en
which will provide an environmental learning area for the teachers, studenis an m;
famlilies. All the kindergarten through fourth grade classes helped with one or more phases o
the project from raking and cleaning the area to mulching after the planting and watering

were done. (photo by Doris Welle)
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sponsible for clean air and not be an
open burning participant. As
neighbors we resent the visual
pollution, the air pollution and the
disregard demonstrated with the
unattended fire,

James R. Rossie

To the Editor:

Parks Marina has been receiving
calls from irate people that live on
East and West okoboji concerning
the loud exhaust on boats. We do
not sell boats without mufflers.
We sold some five or six years ago
but we stopped because of the noise
pollution caused by them.

The boats going up and down East
Okoboji Lake with the loud ex-
hausts are not from our marina,
they are from another dealership on
the lakes. The DNR has laws mak-
ing certain levels of noise from
boats against the law. The cus-
tomer buying these units should be
aware that they will have to muffle
the level of noise or get fined. The

cost involved i1n quieting these
boats can be very expensive.

Snooki Parks

Parks Marina

Okoboji

terflies, food for birds, beauty to the
Schoolyard, and an environmental
learning area for the teachers, stu-
dents and their families.”

The event was a great success and
we would like to ‘Thank': Bank
Midwest, Ferguson's Nursery, the
Administration and Teachers of the
Harris-Lake Park, Okoboji, Spint
Lake and Terril Schools, Demuth

Okoboji, in the School's Courtyard

in Milford; Spinit Lake, along the

North-edge of the Enviroplay prairie

area; and in Terril, along the walk-
ways in front of the School.

hanks again to all involved.

Sincerely,

Ann Ditsworth

Dickinson SWCD




.

Thanks to the Students and
Staff of the Harris-Lake Park,
Okoboiji, & Spirit Lake
Middle Schools
for helping to protect
our environment!

X Pirmol.

n

Proud Sponsors Include:
* Arnolds Park Amusement Park * Boji Bay Water Park
* Buy Rite Foods * Coca Cola Bottling
* Dickinson Soil & Water Conservation District
* lowa DNR - Local Law Enforcement &. City Crews
LT Local Media - Mid Continent Bottling * Sanifill
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= To the Editor:

Starting today, let's put country
Side conservation 1o work in m:ll
yard.

We usually focus on what's
wrong with our environment. and

_ especially who's to blame But I'd

like to give some credit where credit
s long overdue. There are a lot of
Eroups in the conservation busi-

ness, but there are few who have
done 1t as well, day-in and day-out,
as farmers and ranchers,

It doesn't make the headlines,
but in the past 10 years alone
(thanks to new conservation tech-
niques such as conservation tillage)
erosion rates on cropland have
dropped more than 30 percent. This
makes our nation's farms not only
the most productive in the world.,
but also the most protected.

The project, titled Backyard
Conservation, takes smaller-scale
conservation practices that have
been used on American farms for
decades -- terracing, tree planting,
composting, wildlife habitat plant-

\ | Ing, nutrient and pest management,

and wetand and pond development -
- and demonstrates how urban resi-
dents can use them in their back-
yards. Through these practices,
backyard conservationists can pro-
vide important wildlife habitat
while saving soil and water -- just
like their counterparts in the coun-
ry.

The responsibility for taking

o ] |
BANK MIDWEST OFFICERS CURT JOHNSdON AdNDII Mt.;HT#:rL:gTjSL;;Fcﬁ?é I??eosk;hbo{g:
Elementary third graders planted plugs and seeds in the 4oy Jiesghoo
t the elementary building last week. The plugs and some o e seeds

S:l:ﬁfa?e; by the students last fall from the flower beds at Bank MidWest mi ?hkob?ljé,”[f)éckg:gzg
County Naturalist Rich Leopold supervised thg planning and preparation o : i!wnts ang men
which will provide an environmental learning area for the teachers. stude 1 one e
famllies. All the kindergarten through fourth grade classes helped with one or mor dpwaterin

the project from raking and cleaning the area to mulching after the planting an g

were done. (photo by Doris Welle)

LETTERS TO T

To the Editor:

Once again this year the DNR is
accumulating leaves, branches and
other waste materials at Gull Point

care of our planet begins at home,
in our own backyard -- whether that
backyard is a 500 acre farm or a
flower box on an apartment bal-
cony,

Make a commitment to make a
difference. It's easy to get started.
A Backyard Conservation Starter

Kit is available for check-out from
each City Library in Dickinson

County. It's simple to use, helps
the environment-and can bring a lot

of satisfaction to living.

State Park. It is bad enough that |

this unsightly pile is in our back-
yard and visible to the park visitors.
Last winter they managed to set the
woods on fire when they left the
fire unattended.

The DNR should be more re-
sponsible for clean air and not be an
open burning participant. As
neighbors we resent the visual
pollution, the air pollution and the
disregard demonstrated with the
unattended fire,

James R. Rossie

To the Editor:

Parks Marina has been receiving
calls from irate people that live on
East and West okoboji concerning
the loud exhaust on boats. We do
not sell boats without mufflers.
We sold some five or six years ago
but we stopped because of the noise
pollution caused by them.

The boats going up and down East
Okoboji Lake with the loud ex-
hausts are not from our marina,
they are from another dealership on
the lakes. The DNR has laws mak-
ing certain levels of noise from
boats against the law. The cus-
tomer buying these units should be
aware that they will have to muffle
the level of noise or get fined. The
cost involved in quieting these
boats can be very expensive

Snooki Parks
Parks Marina

Together, we truly can make our

cnvironment a better place to live,
one yard at a time!

|

Mark Ingwesen
Chairman, Dickinson Soil
and Water Conservation
District

‘i1sej £4q o sinoy oary 1o mno.g,

Landscape & Design, Local media,
and the many volunteers who aided
in site prep and maintenance.

If you haven't had a chance 1o

vis

the

it the Gardens, you will find
m in the following locations: at

Harris-Lake Park, across from the
School's Playground in Harris;

Ok

oboji, in the School's Courtyard

in Milford; Spirit Lake, along the
North-edge of the Enviroplay prairie
area; and in Terril, along the walk-
ways in front of the School.

‘anks again to all involved.

Sincerely,
Ann Ditsworth
Dickinson SWCD




Stevens, Voss,

By DORIS WELLE
Milford Mail Editor

Greg Stevens, a high school
teacher from Milford, unscated
Congressman John Greig, a farmer
from Estherville and lowa's State
Representative from District 7 in
Tuesday's election by a mere 27
voles.

Stevens, a Democrat, beat Greig
in Dickinson County by a slightly
larger margin, 3028 to 2966.

Two county incumbents were de-
feated. Democrat Linda Voss de-
feated Treasurer Marie Barrett 3457
votes to 2559. Voss was very
happy about her viclory. "1 was
hoping and my dreams came true! |
worked very hard going door to door
and people were very kind and gra-
cious (o listen o me.”

Voss says she respects Barrett,
for whom she has worked in the
Treasurer's office for many years. *]
commend Marie for her many,
many years of good service o ths
county and 1 will try o follow in
those footsteps.”

Barrett was gracious in defeat. 'l
congratulate Linda on her campaign
and winning, I will work with her
on the transiton to Jan, 1, I also
want to thank all who supported
me."”

Assistant County Attorney Ned
Bjomstad defeated County Attorney
Bethany Brands 3169 to 2798, He
credits part of his victory to the law
enforcement segment of the county.
“I commend the assistance from law
enforcement. | really appreciate all
they did for me."”

Bjomstad win

“Bethany ran a nice clean cam-
paign and I am impressed with the
way she handled the campaign,” he
added. “T think I have learned from
this election that residents wanl us
to focus our attention more on
criminal and juvenile prosecution
and less on civil matters. | intend to
follow their direction 1n this.”

In what was expected to be a
ughter race, incumbent County Su-
pervisor Dave Gottsche defeated his
Republican and Reform Party op-
ponents easily, He gamered 1289

votes to 607 for Marvin Anderson
and 75 for Vernon Wittler.

“1 really appreciate the support |
received from the constituents of
District #3 and the vote of confi-
dence. Now tomorrow morning !
can get up and continue on with the
work we have started. | really ap-
preciate everyone's help and com-
mend my opponents on a clean
campaign,” Gottsche said.

County Recorder Jan
Borischeller, a Democrat, was un-
opposed and won with 4634 voles.
Earl Maahs and Mark Fisher were
elected to the Dickinson County
Hospital Board of Trustees while
Orville Berg and Bill Northey won
the spots in the Soil and Waler
Conservation Distrnict.

Those elected to the Agricultural
Extension Council included Ricky
Baish, Sue Boeticher, Mark Ingw-
ersen, Nancy Radcliffe and Susan
Reiser. Alfred Klein and Jerry
Roskammer will serve as trustees

see ELECTION, page 2A
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Arnolds Park March 21

One of the state’s premier natural resource protection programs
will be the focus of 18 public meetings scheduled across the state
this winter. The meetings, called Resource Enhancement and
Protection (REAP) Assemblies, are held every other year to help
define and direct the program for the next two years. They are
designed to share information with the public and collect input and
ideas for the future. The assemblies outline what REAP has
accomplished since its inception in 1989 and where its funding
was spent. It also gives citizens the opportunity to identify poten-
tial REAP projects in their area.

The REAP meeting for Dickinson, Buena Vista, Clay, Emmet,
[Lyon, O'Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto and Sioux counties will be held
March 21 at Arnolds Park City Hall.

For further information, call Kevin Szcodronski, (515) 281-8874,
or Alan Foster, (515) 281-8874.

another excellent apportunity o offer 1o
enroll your most environmentalls sensitive
LHI{J into this cosl-eltective. 'u'lillit[m b |‘l1.'l.
gram,” said Bob Soukop, state executive
director for the Farm Service Arency
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Enhancing the existing seedine to pro-
“ide an approved mixture that benefits
wildlife

* Lowering the offer amount below the
maximum payment rate

® |} L] il s )
Developing d permanent wates source for

wildlite on acreage offered
* Restoring wetlands on the site
* Bstablishing wildlite food plots
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Lolishing cover that will provide

HARRISON
SWCD

000 TREE SALES

Entouraged to visit with USDA representa
LVES at the Service Center ( ifice w find out
ways 10 maximize their EBI points and
in€redase the chances that their land will be
accepted.

' I'he CRP is administered by the USDA
Farm Service Agency with technical 1IH\I;\»~
nce provided by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service. For more detailed

Intbrmation, contact your local USDA
Service Center

Brandon Griffin (left) of Spirit Lake and Kay RDER FORM

Oskvig of Milford were first-place winners
in the Region 2 Soil Conservation Post
Contest sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary
of the lowa Association of Soil
Conservation District Commissioners and
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company.
Brandon received a $35 cash award in the
division 1 (grades K-1), while Kay received
a $35 cash award in the division 2 (grades
2-3). The topic of the poster contest was
“In The Children’s Hands.” The contest was
* open to all students in grades kindergarten
through 12. Posters were judged on the
enry’s conservation message, visual effec-
: tiveness and universal appeal.
Representing Dickinson SWCD were Mark
Ingwersen (left) and Orville Berg.

ZIP:

JANTITY TOTAL
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PHOTO BY MINDY BAKER
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|:~;’ " ‘ “Prairie Jewels.” The first in a sertes of ‘

| At E articles on Dickinson C HIHH‘U wetlands
\ 3 restoration projects.
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East Pottawattamie \ﬁ%
SWCD k.
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GREG DREES
Name: = _ Phone: "
: 75 During any season, they bless the land with their special significance.
Address: . - R L B CI{}I:_ EL S L —_—— Now. with springlime oranded tnlo the landscape, they h'm}"{h&n‘{' o the
prairie, sparkling among the plains grasses {ike no other gems on
Evergreens Swe Price Quantity Total = earth. They are prairie wetlands, jewels so rich that their beauty is
[:‘Ut[ﬂ"ddﬂ BIU'I.‘.' bpl'l]l..-t.'li "\-IB 51300 F - iy | — H?if?f.':il.l\.’f‘.": Look ¢losely at them, and. Y Hj 1 “r: see why their r:'s'rrrr;:-
N Ko i 15-18” $13.00 o =N = I:}:rh:: !rjulxm ,f:‘.jl:,,r: l,f .;J treasures, why their preservation is the
Black Hills Spruce................ 15-18 $13.00 = =S — If vou are drawn 1o wild places, then surely wetlands are a part of
Scotch Pine.......covvnnmminannsnaness 15-18" $13.00 = _— your journey. Like the ducks and geese that are lured to their seductive
White Pine........cccermrenssaneseess 1 3=18" $13.00 = = charms, you know that wetlands are a part of a larger mysiery.
Cﬂn{}[]lﬂl' BAD: et G i ceaaiasre 13'2 s 51?00 3 i . — Whatever vestiges of wildness remain in s world, wetlands are a part
Red Cedar.......c.cismmsrion ..15-18" $13.00 W '} —| ofit | | |
t'Deudeuf. and shrubs are all bareroor) = The peaple who watch over them are ulso cut from a select cloth
e [arry and Jean Braby, whose lives have been fashioned by their love of
S i N the outdoors, are stewards of wetlands that have enriched their affini-
—  Deciduous [ — ty to the good earth
Green Ash.......ccocennns e ) 2-3" $1.00 o — == In pristine Towa, prairie wetlands were an important and prolific part
N Red O it 2-3" $2.00 BT T L e = of the landscape. With the coming of the Industnial Revolution and
Black Walnut.......cocuereremisisinid=d $2.00 LW "| intense agricultural practices, virtually all of our marshes fell to the tile,
V Red Maple...........ccnn LD $2.00 - Eds . 'I;. ;.‘.luf!u%tn U'[HI.II' in u.tq"x- d .\.-\ Irl.Llul*.w as “"waste areas” that could be
- drained and used for row crop production
2 p— Later in this century, as common sense and science began to rediscover
L Shrubs _ the virtues of wetlands as beneticial to wildlife and water quality, private
¢ Cotoneaster, Centennial.........2-3" $1.00 and public efforts began (o surface for their restoration, |
P I{‘:dmicri)ugwnl‘ld _________ a5 7B $1.00 [ - . - In Dickinson County, the lowa Great [Lakes Clean Water Project and |
n CommonLilac. ..o 2-3" $1.00 . : L_.._,.l Clean Water t.\lll.un'u 1!_1|.It|nr| :_'lrl.bup of consery Jlllunl 1_rrg'.mi‘£.;ilmni .;m! ll
a3 governmental agencies dedicated to protecting the lowa Great Lakes
¢ American( mnhc YBEE el SLOO ] : ' :.‘l.;ilt:ruhcd. have restored and pvun.mrnth prnhn;lml an impressive number
‘ Sub Total: S of wetlands and grassy uplands within the region
F Ll Y When Larry Braby was teaching biology at Pocahontas High School back in the L
6 % sales tax 5
o ; ‘ '‘60’s, he introduced environmental education when it was not yet chic to do so. |¥
€ [OTA - Having grown up in the time-honored traditions of hunting and fishing along the
g Make checks payable to East Pottawattamie SWCD. Deposit of 50 percent due with each order. Eg8 Des Moines River near Rutland, Braby's life revolved around the natural world | ]
Remainder due at pick up time. You ified when to pick up your trees When he met his wife, Jean, they began to share many outdoor experiences, ©1 8
i siectid et didn’t grow up in a hunting and fishing famaly like Larry,"” Jean recalls, “but his love &
of the outdoors opened a whole new aspect of my life that 1 have come to chensh.” |
In 1968, he became involved in the insurance and finance business and 1Uu:*'ln'n1 |

that burgeoning profession with his teaching duties untl 1979, when he retired a
an educator and devoted himself 1o business

After buying a vacation cottage on Lake Minnewashta in 1984 and becoming inte-
grated into the Great Lakes way of life, the Brabys began to look for land in the
vicinity where “we could walk and ease into the country life,” as Jean put it

In 1990 that opportumity arose in an 80-acre parcel of farmland east of

Minnewashta. After several heavy spring rains blew out the tile on the property,
Braby sought the advice of the local Soil Conservation Service, now known as the
Natural Resources Conservation Service, on how to solve the problem. “The end
result was that our land was the first to be enrolled into the wetlands program under

the IGL Water Quality Project,” explained Braby. “It became economically feasible
for us to realize a marvelous wetland and
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“Prairie Jewels.” The first in a series of
articles on Dickinson County wetlands
restoration projects.
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During any season, they bless the land with their special significance.
Now, with springtime branded into the landscape, they lend poise to the
pratrie, sparkling among the plains grasses like no other gems on
earth. They are prairie wetlands, jewels so rich that their beauty is
implausible. Look closely at them, and you wiil see why their restora-
rion is truly a resurrection of treasures, why their preservation is the
lifeline of our natural world

If vou are drawn to wild places, then surely wetlands are a part of
your journey. Like the ducks and geese that are lured to their seductive
charms, you know that wetlands are a part of a larger mystery.
Whatever vestiges of wildness remain in this world, wetlands are a part
ar i

The ‘Flt-'f-f'li'f‘ who waich over them are also cut fh}ﬂi a select cloth.
Larry and Jean Braby, whose lives have been fashioned by their love of
the outdoors, are stewards of wetlands that have enriched their affini-
ty to the good earth i

In pnstine lowa, prairie wetlands were an important and prolific part
of the landscape. With the coming of the Industnal Revolution and
intense agncultural practices, virtually all of our marshes fell to the tile,
as popular opimion viewed wetlands as “waste areas” that could be
drained and used for row crop production

Later in this century, as common sense and science began 1o rediscover
the virtues of wetlands as beneficial to wildlife and water quality, private
and public efforts began to surface for their restoration.

In Dickinson County, the lowa Great Lakes Clean Water Project and
Clean Water Alliance, an action group of conservation organizations and
governmental agencies dedicated to protecting the lowa Great Lakes

INGS {3

Larry and Jean Braby

| Paw that was christened *“The Timber" because of the
| two-acre stand of hardwoods at the back end of the
| property. Two wetlands have been established on this

land, with two more to be restored this summer, In
. | addition, a 20-acre tract of prairie has been seeded on

&

=

witershed, have restored and permanently protected an impressive number
of wetlands and grassy uplands within the region,

When Larry Braby was teaching biology at Pocahontas High School back in the
'60)’s, he introduced environmental education when it was not yet chic to do so.
Having grown up in the tme-honored traditions of hunting and fishing along the
Des Moines River near Rutland, Braby’s life revolved around the natural world.

When he met his wife, Jean, they began to share many outdoor experiences. “I
didn’t grow up in a hunting and fishing family like Larry,” Jean recalls, “but his love
of the outdoors opened a whole new aspect of my life that 1 have come to chenish.”

In 1968, he became mvolved in the insurance and finance business and juggled
that burgeoning profession with his teaching duties until 1979, when he retired as
an educator and devoted himsell to business.

After buying a vacaton cottage on Lake Minnewashta in 1984 and becoming inte-
grated into the Great Lakes way of life, the Brabys began to look for land in the
vicinity where “we could walk and ease into the country life,” as Jean put it.

In 1990 that opportunity arose in an 80-acre parcel of farmland east of
Minnewashta. After several heavy spring rains blew out the tile on the property,
Braby sought the advice of the local Soil Conservation Service, now known as the
Natural Resources Conservation Service, on how to solve the problem. “The end
result was that our land was the first to be enrolled into the wetlands program under
the 1IGL Water Quality Project,” explained Braby, “It became economically feasible

this land, with more planned.

With three parcels of land under their ownership, the Brabys began to enhance each
property with tree plantings and extended CRP contracts that have ennched the sur-
rounding uplands in brome and swilchgrass.

“I would guess that we have planted about 4,000 trees and shrubs on our three
properties,” Braby explained. “Each planting creates a wildlife area.” The land tracts
are enhanced with blue spruce, white spruce, red stick dogwood, nine bark, wild
plum, sand cherry and walnut trees.

An integral part of the Brabys' commitment to preserving wetlands and uplands is
the privilege of sharing the benefits with family and fnends. “It delights us when
people are able to observe the natural world on our land,” Braby said. The properties
are hunted, but Larry keeps daily journals to measure pressure, and none are over-
exploited. “The bigger pleasure is the total outdoor expenence that can be gained
from interaction on the land,” he explained

Iowa State University students, under the auspices of Lakeside Lab, are allowed to
do research upon the properties, which enhances their studies in wetlands and
flora/fauna/wildlife relationships that exist there, The Brabys' three daughters and
their grandchildren savor invaluable experiences on the land, and will eventually
inherit these priceless properties.

Larry participates in as many wetlands seminars as he can possibly attend, and is
quick to expound to anyone interested the boundless benefits of marshes and
uplands. The Brabys' commitment to pro- |

for us to realize a marvelous wetland and
surrounding switchgrass uplands on our
property.” The couple named the property
“Bear Paw" because from an aenal van- |8
tage point the one large and three tiny wet-
lands form the image of a bear’'s paw

Buoyed by the transformed aesthetic
beauty of their property and the immediate
benefit to wildhife, the Brabys bought 160
acres in Palo Alto County that they named
“Five Marsh” because of the onginal exis-
lence of five wetlands on the property
With help from the lowa Department of |
Natural Resources and the U.S. Fish and
Wildhfe Service, there are now seven
marshes on the land, with an eighth to be
added this summer

As the Brabys became even more con
sumed with the wonders of these natural
areas on their land, they added a third par-
cel, an inside 96-acre tract north of Bear

| Past and present esti- [ Wetlands are very dn'cr'ir:-'_an_dﬁm_n:jﬁlé'{ ecosystems ' The Clean Water Alliance is an action group of con-|
mates of wetlands and | \ ' that reduce and remove pollution from the environ-[~ servation organizations and governmental -"B'-'"“t“' 1
riparian arcas vary g @ W -T f.‘!- L ment by acung as efficient filters and sponges. They dedicated to profecting the lowa Great Lakes through| §
greatly, but suffice it % y ‘;i A reduce and remove pollution that enters them, thereby| 13 wide range of special efforts, among them the
o say that the country 1 : ‘;,’ : allowing water that enters (g leave in a muc h cleanes restoration  and ‘protection of -.u-ct]and; :md Lrassy
RRs Shnn dhe daenteniory . | condition. Wetlands can rergsove 90% of all contami- uplands in critigal drainage areas within the water- |
MOt of its once-natur - I]I | nants that enter them. and gre thus highly important| shed
al wetlands, due pn - elements within the watersheds of lakes, Improving! Among the groups and agencies that have pamicipat-
manly to agncultural | witer quality all the way arotind. ed in dozens offrestoration projects within the lowa
practices Wetlands have been provep 10 be some of the most Great Lakes waggrshed are |
In 1800, lowa (10 productive natural areas of ignd in the world — Y3% * Jowa Depargment of Natural Resources |
juse a sale cstimate) of all amimals will, over the gourse of their life cycles, * lowa Naturdl Hentage Foundation |
Lhad at least five m use them for food or water e 11.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
lion acres of wetlands By carly summer in this pag of the country, wetlands * Ducks Unlimited ’
By 1922, a USDA mventory showed that those acres| are virtual biology labs, teemng with life of all kinds * Pheasants Forever
!h.ui been redoced to YIOUKKL In 1950, only 422,000 and sizes. From tny invensbrates and other aquatic * Resource |- ghancement and Protection Fund
| acres of wetlands remaned in lowa Onlv Ohio and life to the larger birds and mammals that exist on and (REAP) |
California have lost more wetlands over the years than| around these environments, wetlands are an essential e University of Okoboj Foundation
lowa link to the preservation of our natural worid * Okoboji Profective AssOCiation ]
These are sobenne ficures. However, the last two e Dickinson Gounty Soil and Water Conservation '|
decades have scen menewed terests i wetlands Distnct
restozanon ad preservalyos \nd nowhere in lowa « Dickinson County Conservation Board
have eflorts been e ympresave than in Dickinson| ne) privale individuzls
County within the lowa Greatr Laks iershed. The Dazen fprojects begun with the Anspach|
Memorial Werlgnd in 1987, have enhanced the|
Okoboji Wetlagd Complex on public and pnivate
1

lrr'; ; o ] tecting the watershed of the lowa Great
| S Lakes chain is deeply seeded. Their “"Bear

M Paw" and “Timber" properties are in the
r | heart of the Spring Run Wetlands complex,
h all within the regional watershed. "The
water quality of our lakes 15 a complex
issue,” Braby explains, “but it only makes
sense to take care of the land in the water-
shed 10 ensure cleaner water.”

Braby's restored “Bear Paw™ wetland and lush surrounding uplands.

Although he will probably never retire
from the Central Financial Services in
Pocahpntas that has helped him build a suc-
cessful career and outside amenities, Larry
hopes that the future will allow him even
more time with Jean to enjoy the natural
wonders on their land.

Their stewardship is a shining star of con-
servatjon, They would rather leave a legacy
of wetlands than a treasure chest of jewels.
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- I'he Lakes Area, which had already been

Alliance, Wills will focus on a seven

“wounty

special 1o g ‘came e - 7 dIce .
P 10 me, became even more intriguing  area along the Missouri River floodplain. He

ds | discovered the deep conviction of the
people 1o the natural resources.™ Wills said.

“l developed some lasting
friendships with some of
these people.”

Fhat connection to the
land loomed large when the
Hills Alliance came
courting Wills® talents this

\pring

l LDESS

| was flattered when
thev asked me to apply for
Ine Job,” he explained, “but |
el too altached to my job to
consider leaving.” But when
\."HII|L_"'..

Ciolden

I rederic Ih‘iUT! 01
Hills

I[|l!“

Resource
. and
vevelopment became insis-

ieént her

| UNsery

upon pursuit of

Wills;, he began to give it
more  consideration. *|
decided that if ever | was to
leave my work here, now
was the night time,"” he said
*| am confident that I've left

As coordinator of the

B ———

the program in good shape for the right indi-
vidual to step in and carry on the job."

Loess

“The Loess Hills are a
unique and geograph-
wcally diverse area
that are in need of
protection.” |

—John Wills

Hills

will word with more than 70 different con-
servation groups whose mission is to

.
tect and preserve the “”[,ertjl
and natural resources of the
Loess Hills. He views the
move as a step toward his poal
10 get mmvolved 1n h1j..'.L!L’] L*.-llarl-
ronmental kfI'IIl”L'I']‘LEIL_:h. “The
Loess Hills are a unique and
geographically diverse area
that are in need of protection.”
he explained. “When | hiked to
the crest of one of the ridees
there and experienced the dif-
ferent habitats and wildlife. my
decision to take the job .aa:*i
made.”

Fhe lowa Great [akes.
however, will never be far
from Wills' mind. He plans (o
return often to see friends and
enjoy the area that has held
such importance to him for so
long. The good things that he
has endowed to the land -the

sparkling wetlands, the flowing prairies and
the clean water -will last forever
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Profile

- Who: John Wills
Occupation: Project Coordinator,
| lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
‘ Project, a program supported by
' the lowa Department of Agriculture |
and Land Stewardship, Division of
Soil Canservation, through funds
from the DNR with a grant from the
- U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.
Career Change: Soon to be the
Loess Hills Alliance Coordinator in
Oakland, lowa, in conjunction with
Golden Hills Resource
Conservation and Development
| Career Highlights: Taking the lowa
' Great Lakes Clean Water Project to the
height of respectability; the creation of
incomparable conservation easements

}ipland restorations; the dramatic
improvement of water quality within
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the lowa Great Lakes watershed; con-
siderable gains in Conservation

Reserve Program (CRP) sign-ups with-
in Dickinson County with wetland and In the county,

Slogan: “Let’s get one thing perfectly
clear.....water.”

A closer look at the Welch Lake Wetlands (

By Doug Harr

DNR WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST

If you've driven north on Iowa Highway 86 from its junction with
UU.S. Highway 71, west of Spirit Lake, you may have noticed new

1.8, Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) boundary signs along
farmland north of the railroad crossing.
These green-and-white "Waterfowl Produc-
tion Area” signs mark the boundary of new
lands acquired by USFWS last year.
Approximately 316 acres were purchased
by USFWS, linking together nearby lands
already owned by that agency or the Iowa
DNR. The former Okoboji Orchards site at
the south end now is owned by DNR and is

called Applejack Marsh Wildlife Management Area.

At the north end lies another USFWS property with wetlands
restored in 1996, This area is immediately south of DNR's Welch
Lake. On the west side of Highway 86 are additional USFWS prop-
erties housing several wetland basins restored in 1998. And at the
far northwest corner of these lands is a recently acquired 64-acre

tract of DNR land.

This large area, now collectively called the Welch Lake Wetlands
Complex, encompasses some 991 acres of public lands and waters.

lowa DNR is manager of the entire complex, through a letter of
understanding with the USFWS. While the federal agency purchas-

1 ¥ -\.'-'l
| | ; - F
¥ ! 7N
I !f |..\ t

they have agreed to let DNR conduct development and management
of their lands, making better use of both agencies’ ime and money.
The DNR currently is developing plans to restore several more
wetlands on the 316 acres of new USFW property, completing wet-
land development activities begun on the rest of the complex.

Drainage engineers with the Natural
Resources Conservation Service and a
local private engineering firm have been
secured to design a system of restoring
old, drained marsh basins without causing

' :rl L
hi i 3
A |
_l'_'.-’-r'..-l d iE

any harm to neighboring private lands.
Once the draft is completed, agency

officials will discuss with surrounding

landowners any potential unknown pri-

vate drainage tiles or other concerns that might result in wetness

work.

problems on neighboring lands. The system then will be modified
to alleviate these concerns and a final plan presented to the trustees
of Drainage District 26, within which the complex resides. Upon
trustees’ approval, work might then begin on' the actual restoration

[t is expected the entire process could take two years or more

before wetland restoration might be completed. Additional work

es small Waterfowl Production Areas across north central lowa,

will be done to seed down all erosive lands with mixtures of grasses
and prairie wildflowers, while leaving a few smaller crop fields tor
planting wildlife food plots. In the interim, an existing tenant will
continue to farm all tillable lands

The entire project should result
wildlife habitat, open for public
hiking and other compatible, non-
time, grassy uplands and restored
filter for surface runoff and ule
[Lake below the old orchard.

Water from 4 square miles of p
will be cleansed of much of its nu
tural chemicals, resulting in a muc
lake. It's a project from which ¢
Lakes watershed will benefit, and
to happen to West Okoboji 1n year

Finally, to dispel some rumors ¢
ly, the DNR is not intending to ¢
their Applejack Marsh Wildlite As
were flooded by one of the wetl
apple trees may be removed and
rabbits or other creatures.

This past winter some of the ¢
desirable trees near the existing \
removed. These were considere
owls and crows that might result |
ing waterfowl, pheasants and song

There are no plans to remove
and sufficient larger trees may be
predatory birds.
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Name: Phone:
Address: City:
Evergreens Swe Price
Colorado Blue Spruce...........15-18" $13.0
Norway Spruce............coccreens 15-18" $13.Gd
Black Hills Spruce..................15-18" $13.00
SCOtCh PING..ccococciviscasncerrrons 15-18" $13.0
White Pine.........cccousee. .15-18" $13.0
Concolor Fir........ b diseienrnaRiai 18-24" »17.0
Red Cedar.........c.cccovevnnvuriinnns 15-18" $13.0

(Deciduous and shrubs are all bare
Deciduous
GrEel ASN......c.oicisssansassimiens 2-3" $1.00
Red Oak... SO IO T A i $2.00
Black WAL ..o s 2-3" $2.00
Red MBDIeG i s 3-4" $2.00|
Shrubs
Cotoneaster, Centenmial.......... 2-3" $1.00
Redosier Dogwood..........c..... 2-3" $1.00|
Common Lilac.........ccons 2-3" $1.00|
American Cranberry Bush......2-3" $1.00

Make checks payable to East Pottawattamie SWCD. Deposit

Remainder due at pick up time. You will be notitied when to p
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“Prairie Jewels.” The first in a series of
articles on Dickinson County wetlands
restoration projects.
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During any season, they bless the land with their special significance.
Now, with springtime branded into the landscape, they lend poise 1o the
prairie, sparkling among the plains grasses like no other gems on
earth. They are prairie wetlands, jewels so rich that their beauty is
implausible. Look closely ar them, and you will see why their restora-
ron s truly a resurrection of treasures, why their preservation is the
lifeline of our natural world,

If you are drawn to wild places, then surely wetlands are a part of
your journey. Like the ducks and geese that are lured to their seductive
charms, vou know that wetlands are a part of a larger mystery,
Whatever vestiges of wildness remain in this world, wetlands are a part
af il

The ..'?Enph-‘ who watch over them are also cut from a select cloth.
Larry and Jean Braby, whose lives have been fashioned by their love of
the outdoors, are stewards of wetlands that have enriched their affini-
ty to the good earth

In pristine lowa, praine wetlands were an important and prolific part
of the landscape. With the coming of the Industnial Revolution and
intense agncultural practices, virtually all of our marshes fell to the tle,
as popular opinion viewed wetlands as “waste areas” that could be
drained and used for row crop production

Later in this century, as common sense and science began to rediscover
the virtues of wetlands as beneticial to wildlife and water quality, private
and public efforts began to surface for their restoration.

In Dickinson County, the lowa Great Lakes Clean Water Project and
Clean Water Alliance, an action group of conservation orgamzations and| .
governmental agencies dedicated to protecting the lowa Great Lakes ey
watershed, have restored and permanently protected an impressive number
of wetlands and grassy uplands within the region.

When Larry Braby was teaching biology at Pocahontas High School back in the
'60's, he introduced environmental education when it was not yet chic 1o do so.
Having grown up in the time-honored traditions of hunting and fishing along the
Des Moines River near Rutland, Braby's life revolved around the nawral world. |

When he met his wife, Jean, they began to share many outdoor experiences, “I
didn't grow up in a hunting and fishing family like Larry,"” Jean recalls, “but his love @
of the outdoors opened a whole new aspect of my life that | have come to chensh.” |

In 1968, he became involved in the insurance and finance business and juggled U
that burgeoning profession with his teaching duties until 1979, when he retired as P
an educator and devoted himself 1o business !

Alter buying a vacation cottage on Lake Minnewashta in 1984 and becoming inte- 1

grated into the Great Lakes way of life, the Brabys began to look for land in the
vicimity where “we could walk and ease into the country life,” as Jean put it

In 1990 that opportunity arose in an 80-acre parcel of farmland east of
Minnewashta, After several heavy spring rains blew out the tile on the property,
Braby sought the advice of the local Soil Conservation Service, now known as the
Natural Resources Conservation Service, on how to solve the problem. “The end
result was that our land was the first to be enrolled into the wetlands program under

the IGL Water Quality Project,” explained Braby. “It became economically feasible
for us to reahize a marvelous wetland and
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* After improving the water
quality within the lowa Great
Lakes watershed, John Wills
has accepted an even greater
challenge—to help preserve
the Loess Hills of western
lowa.

By Greg Drees

PUBLISHER
His work has been a labor of love, and as he
moves on this week to pursue even greater environ-

menial challenges, John Wills’ legacy will be

the lowa Great Lakes Clean Water Project, Wills
has crusaded to improve the regional watershed through
the wise use of natural resources. Next week Wills will
be heading to work from his new home in Avoca. lowa.
as the newly created coordinator of the Loess Hills
Alliance. The move 1s a bittersweet one for Wills. who
built strong friendships and a distinctive conservition
cthic-while he Was here.

A native of Sibley, Wills spent a great deal of time in

sue hunting and fishing and other outdoor Interests, so

- the Lakes Area and nurtured an early affinity for the
I IMk at t region. “Okoboji and Spirit Lake were like a second
: home for me at & young age,” he recalls. *I began to pur-

I

'DNR WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST
If you've dnven nerthoon [ a Highway 86 from its junction with
% west of Spit Lake, you may have noticed new
U.S. Fish and Wildiife Servie (USFWS) boundary signs along

US. Highway 7

farmland north of the rallgad Crossing.
-I':hEVJ '-‘[L"Cﬁ-;i[‘.'.j U] .'HH,‘ Iil‘h” -l].l-g.]. PTU{IUL"
tion Area” signs murk the bdndary of new

ead by USFW S las) ear.
ands acquired by US! chas
Idﬂff‘f’;t?\.jnauie‘.m 316 acres yre purchased

By Doug Harr they hay the lakes held a natural attraction for me.”
: of their Buoyed by a growing fascination for the natural
The I} world and influenced by such mentors as DNR wildlife
wetland| biologist Doug Harr, Wills pursued a degree in environ-
land de mental studies at [LCC and went on to earmn a bachelor's
degree in biology at Northwestern College in Orange

any harm to neighboring private lands.

RCSUUICes COnservauon Service ana a
local private engineering firm have been
secured to design a system of restoring
old, drained marsh basins without causing

City. Armed with knowledge of life and physical sci-
ences as well as chemistry, he entertained thoughts of
teaching in the environmental field, but abandoned that
idea after some soul searching.

“The environmental field is a tough one to crack,”
Wills explained, “and | spent three years as a micribi-
ologist fof a swine vaccine company in Sioux Center,
wishing all the while for a chance to work outdoors”
That opportunity arose when he was asked to interview
with the lowa Department of Agriculture Land
Stewardship, a division of the Soil Conservation
Service in Spint Lake. Word had already spread through
conservation circles that Wills had foresight and a flair
for getting things done.

Wills was hired in May 1993 as coordinator of the
IGLCWP, a watershed pursuit that had begun two vean
earlier that had gotten off to an ambitious start but had
lost momentum. Wills was at the right place at the right

waicr mronr -r MYualc mrrens-wrp
will be cleansed of much of its nu
tural chemicals, resulting in a muc
lake. It's a project from which ¢
Lakes watershed will benefit. and

PHOTO BY GREG DREES

marked in the wetlands and uplands of Dickinson 99hN Wills, who spent the last six and a half years as coordinator of the lowa Great Lakes
County. For the past six and a half years, as head of C!@@n Water Project, stands near one of the many wetlands he helped restore.

time, retuming to a place of endearment in a job custom
fit tor his enthusiasm and expertise.

Within six months Wills had acclimated himself to
the county and organized a list of priorities that defined
the sub-watersheds he thought could be substantially
improved. Wills quickly earned a reputation as an astute
grant writer, enabling the IGLCWP to operate efficient-
ly. He educated private landowners on the benefits of
wise land use practices and began to establish conserva-
tion easements on critical watershed parcels. His ability
o restore wetlands with native grass upland buffers
became his trademark. Wills® work on private lands,
coupled with aggressive public wetland restorations by
the DNR and other conservation agencies brought dis-
tinction to Dickinson County.
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Areds across north central Iowa.
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Once the draft is completed, agency
officials will discuss with surrounding
landowners any potential unknown pri-
vate drainage tiles or other concerns that might result in wetness
problems on neighboring lands. The system then will be modified
to alleviate these concerns and a final plan presented to the trustees
of Drainage District 26, within which the complex resides. Upon
trustees’ approval, work might then begin on the actual restoration
work.

It 15 expected the entire process could take two years or more
before wetland restoration might be completed. Additional work
will be done to seed down all erosive lands with mixtures of grasses
and prairie wildflowers, while leaving a few smaller crop fields for
planting wildlife food plots. In the interim. an existing tenant will
continue to farm all tillable lands

to happen to West Okoboji in year

Finally, to dispel some rumors
ly, the DNR is not intending to ¢
their Applejack Marsh Wildlife Ar
were flooded by one of the wet
apple trees may be removed and
rabbits or other creatures.

This past winter some of the ¢
desirable trees near the existing y
removed. These were considere:
owls and crows that might result i
ing waterfowl, pheasants and song

There are no plans to remove
and sufficient larger trees may be
predatory birds.
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Personality Profile

Who: Wally Jorgensen

Home: Spirit Lake, |IA
Occupation: Soon to be retired
fisheries biologist, DNR, 41

vears of service
Family: Wife Sherry: Children
son 8rian 1ht '

Rodawig and h . iren Olivia
and Alexa

Career accomplishments: The
maintenance and progression of
the Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery as
the premier fish-raising station
in the state, as well as a place
of education in fisheries proce-
dures for youngsters and
adults; the introduction of the
ary Teeding metl i for muskie

ana walleayve b : { CKS

assistance 1o ! Ja ton
olate

the educat f gatherina

ing of walleyes for reproductive methods. o
. - Month in 1985, selected among all state bureau | pr
employees '@r of the Dickinson County Historical Society board of E;L_‘._ =
directors ' Service with the Spirit Lake fire department, the last six
years as ' . ‘ed by DNR director Larry Wilson to the board of the
lowa Gi lary District four year zone chairman for Ducks

Ue| I yWildlife in

HONnoOr=

LI:‘|||J"""|‘Tr = ] . W'Y

Hobb

g, running.
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: , thestew RN [ f T dt i AT Tariotria munner ite MOt N Corbet Butler of Spirit Lake was awarded top hon

ors in the Pre-K through 8th grade category of th:
All lowa Arts Contest: A Conservation Farm is a |
Thing of Beauty. Butler won $100 for a photo dis-
play of Duane and Esthela Wheeler's “High Grove
and Oakdale” farm by Peterson, lowa where .
Butler's grandfather, Richard Kracht, warks, The |
photos were on display at the Agricultural Buildir|
gazebo at the lowa State Fair on August 18.
The contest was sponsored by the Conservation |
Milestones Campaign with the assistance of the |
lowa Department of Cultural Affairs in recognition
of S100 million in state funds that have heen usec
for conservation on private lands and matched dc
lar for daollar by private landowners.
Conservation Milestones at the Millennium is a ce
ebration of the conservation efforts of lowa's pri-
vate land owners and the many local, state. and
national agencies which support their work.
Mjr S contest entry was in Region I, which

{ ) Uoh aed 19 northwest lowa cCounties.
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lowa Great Lakes i ngs, however,
have rema - Ik same. “For
instance, the gathent ! leye eges 1S basical-
v the same todn We have increased
the percentag 5 hut still the fish are
collected n ' h n has been
refined, but few chung ive occurred over the
YCurs

The most dramat wnees thit occurred
ovérithe vears! ' The chnstryctipp-of the'new fish

ments in other states
requesting details on
the procedure.

As a hifelong fish-
erman and hunter,
Jorgensen has also
witnessed firsthand
the condition of the
regional environ-
ment over the years.
“We have been suc-
enough 1n
our programs (o
maintain good fish-
eries within the lowa
Great Lakes over the
years,” he comment-
ed. “Conditions are
often cycheal, and
there have been
some ups and
downs, but for the
most part our lakes
are as productive
today as they were
4() years ago.”

cessful

From an environ-
mental standpoint,
Jorgensen teels
equally as encour- L

aged. “In the last 15
1,,:::”'3 we have seen a DNH ﬁﬁhEl‘iES biﬂlﬂgiﬁt WE"? JngEﬂEEﬂ re
resurgence of interest

in the health of our natural surroundings, “ he
said, “and interest in such things as the protection
of our Great Lakes watershed 1s at an all time
high.”

As an-outdoorsman, he has expenienced the evo-
lution that a lot of years in field and stream yield
to a person. “l take more time now to appreciate
the aesthetic values of being outdoors,” he said,
“because we all reach different plateaus in the
experience of the natural world.”

And how will he spend his time n retirement?
“I"1l hunt and fish more, of course, but | also look
forward to spending more time with my family-
my wife, children and grandchildren,” he said.
Jorgensen 1s not @ man to stand around and watch
the world go by, As a longtime runner, it 1s not in
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talks tall grass prairie |

On Sept. 17, the entire sixth grade ciass of the Spirit Lak: i.* il
School participated in the annual ouldoor classroonfevent
sponsored by the Dickinson County Soll and Water Cons & a|
District al Kettlesons Hogsback. Students 1ook part in a t il
and information gathering at seven different stations thre lohout
the day. Here DNR officer Tim Waltz explains to a o Jup
Slud-::znts the differences between various tall prairie [;--.- @
grﬂ'ﬂl‘lng in the darea (phota by Mke Jorden) I

e e = [
LB e T, o= '
- i sl Seamal i s |
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Picture perfect milestone |
Corbet Butler of Spirit Lake was awarde
ors in the Pre-K through 8th grade cates
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The USDA, Rural Utilities Service has received an applica
from Clay Regional Water. The proposed project consist
tion system and tower serving parts of northeast Dickin:
Counties (as shown on the map), using water from the C
ect passes through several important farmland, wetland, a
ever there will be no direct conversion due to constructi

As required by the National Environmental Policy Act
has assessed the potential environmental effects of the prop
mined that the proposal will not have a significant effe
ment and that an Environmental Impact Statement will |
of this determination is that the proposed project will co
and an elevated tank. The area will be returned to it’s orig
avoid or minimize any adverse environmental impacts,
will require the applicant to incorporate the following m
proposed project’s design.

Floodplain areas have been identified. A policy will be
service to any new construction in floodplains identified o

Potential wetlands have been identified. If a new ser
viously undeveloped parcel/lot which is identified as a pc
be asked to make an on site visit and wetland determinatic
site is a wetland, any acton that plans to convert a wetland
the date of this publication will result in denial of water
sion of the wetland is authorized by a Clean Water Act 5

Threatened plant species have been identified in the are
Copies of the Environmental Assessment can be reviev
USDA Rural Development Field |
1100B 12" Street SW,
LeMars, IA. 51031.

For further information, P'lease co
CDM Mitchell J. Sabin at (712) 54
A general location map of the proposal is sI

|
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‘ Patty Judge to spea

The lIowa Secretary of Agri- from the agricultural programs Neary Se

culture will be the featured
speaker at the annual Farm
Expo and Field Day on
Wednesday, Sept. 8 (10 a.m. to
| p.m.), at the lowa Lakes
Community College Farm
Laboratory, located five miles
west of Emmetsburg on U.S.
Highway I8

Patty Judge is slated to
speak shortly after noon. Also,
the college is honoring alumni

at college. Other dignitaries
and fnends of the college will
be in attendance as well

The event begins at 10 a.m.
and a free lunch will be served
at 11:30 a.m. Lunch and event
sponsors include: Ag Alumni
of lowa Lakes; Ag Processing,
Inc.: Rhone Poulenc Agrow:
Brenton Bank; Sioux Nations
Ag Center; J.B. Mertz and
Sons; Ag Partners, ILLC, Joe

Veterinar
Royal Buj
[owa: Wi
Company
ny; Cenex
lawn; and
Several
will be feq
event. Al
ble to reg
The d;
(8:30 a.r

of local farmers

By DORIS WELLE

STAFF WRITER
Dennis Hastert visited lowa Thurs-
day
It was his first visit here'since being
elected Speaker of the U. S. House of
Representatives. He conducted an agn-
cultural round table with U.S. Rep. Tom
Latham (R-Alexander) at the Lyle Ove-
rocker turm southeast of Miltord,
Clay and Dickinson County farmers,
ag lenders and business representatives

two vears we have appropriated $500
million tor export enhancement. The
Admimistration hasn't used it. It s very,
very frustrating.

Latham added, "1 am on the appropn-
ations committee. We worked to be sure
those funds were there. The final result,
however, i1s that the Administration has
not used the tools Congress gave 1"

Joe Simington of Milford voiced con-
cern about the dimimshing tree enter
prise system. “You will see one inde-
pendent grocery store and one indepen-

L1 A% | - i

t”' ;h ”[ inder dent pharmacy 1n Miltord as you pass
5 Ltltu ree P e R e through on your way to the lakes
with : : :

hrl]l;'ill Free L'HI:.'F[‘IFIH{' 1s los-
ing. The bundling system
scares me, Monsanto 1s an
example. And in the long
run the consumer 1S not
benehting either
Hastert and Latham
voiced concem about
the corporate upsizing
Fhey agreed with both
on the need for con-
gressional heéanngs on
monopohes But we
need to enforce the laws
already on the books hirst and
: then look at passing a law for-
bidding packers to produce, The jus-
[1Ce BUr enforcemeaent
agency, 18 not doing its job" Latham
emphasized

Hastert
and Lath-
am near a field TSR
of corn that i1s tuming

brown prematurely due to lack of rain.
But the lack of moisture was not the

department,

: i . Jim Chnstensen pursued the matter
topic of conversaton, The system .weé are seeing
Monopohies i o : , 0 ™
Mon polies, market buillt 15 & repeat ol histor

ing strategy and enforce-

Serfdom 1s returming. Soon we
ment of the law were key

tarmers will ‘be like the serts

4R 558 } >
m.uu‘ u.hlr‘tnui ({ th:.. 4 . - were, Large corporations will
congressmen Dy the [ realize poii- tell us what chemicals and
members of the round o s 1
table l.lt;u,'l.hnmn ) ' tics h'“’U_':-r il types of seed to use. how to
: ' . = ; lant it and we won't be able to
2etart 10 : long time. But |
) [[{ “‘[" s l"i_ ”]‘L_m' : ! f‘\ tree-market  our  products
realize most tarmers want e farmers Something must be done,” he
government olf their 7 ST AR it smpl red
|--' 1 L\."u L0 1IIL"\- can |:~|rll L I'-:I'FI . *‘1‘:‘*1 1|:r_ L II'T L”li 1WSILEL
55 o £ x P, i ' f Steve Hanson from Ternl
duce burt the markets POCKELS [0 oatl : : : , with the
have to be there. We've £y # ; voiced hus concem with, the
1 for the govern- tming. "l realize politics takes
glﬂ lots of compennon '}” ’Hf r? .f? a long nme. But we farmers
south of us, Brazil and S Ul

don't have deep pockets to wail
tor the government to do
something.”

'We are going to have to
have mandatory price-suppont-
Ing but to get this admimstra-
tion to focus on farming and
marketing 15 impossible. I told
you [ felt during the last elec-
tion campaign that the Admimstration

. LATHAM
Continued on Page 2A

Argenuna are able to pro-
duce our products and
that really concerns me.
"Times hard but
people need food. Per-
haps because we haven't
been as aggressive in our
MAKEUng 50 Others gop M —
their foot in the door,” the Speaker said.
Bill Northey of Spint Lake asked if
more money would be made available
for market assistance. Hastert replied,
"We've got the money. Over the past

something.”
-Steve Hanson,

are Terril Farmer
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NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT I?Iakers

The USDA, Rural Utilities Service has received an application for financial assistance
from Clay Regional Water. The proposed project consists of a rural water distribu-

tion system and tower serving parts of northeast Dickinsjun and nnrthwes&t Emmt:jt in to woes
Counties (as shown on the map), using water from the City of Estherville. The proj- ]

ect passes through several important farmland, wetland, and floodplain areas, how-
ever there will be no direct conversion due to construction.
As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, the Rural Utilities Service |
has assessed the potential environmental effects of the proposed project and has dpeter- YORIS WELLE
mined that the proposal will not have a significant effect on the human environ- \TAFF WRITER
ment and that an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. The basis ited lowa Thurs-
of this determination is that the proposed project will consist of buried water lines
and an elevated tank. The area will be returned to it's original condition. In order to
avoid or minimize any adverse environmental impacts, the Rural Utilities .Service
| will require the applicant to incorporate the following mitigation measures into the
proposed project’s design. |
Floodplain areas have been identified. A policy will be established to deny water
service to any new construction in floodplains identified on the environmental map.
Potential wetlands have been identified. If a new service is requested on a pre-
! viously undeveloped parcel /lot which is identified as a potential wetland, NRCS will
be asked to make an on site visit and wetland determination. If NRCS determines the
site is a wetland, any acton that plans to convert a wetland or converts a wetland after
the date of this publication will result in denial of water service, unless the conver-
sion of the wetland is authorized by a Clean Water Act Section 404 permit.
Threatened plant species have been identified in the area. These will be avoided.
Copies of the Environmental Assessment can be reviewed at the

two years we have appropriated $500
million for export enhancement, The
Admunistration hasn't used 1t It 1s very,
very frustrating.”

Latham added, "I am on the appropn-
danons commitiee. We worked to be sure
those funds were there. The final result,
however, is that the Administration has
not used the tools Congress gave 1t.”

Joe Simington of Milford voiced con-
cern about the dimimshing free enter
prise¢ system. "You will see one inde-
pendent grocery store and one indepen-
dent pharmacy 1in Milford as vou pass
through on your way to the lakes

tonight. Free enterprise is los-
ing. The bundling system
scares me. Monsanto is an
g example. And in the long
B run the consumer is not
benefiting either

Hastert and Latham
voiced concern aboul
the corporate upsizing
They agreed with both

here since being
e U. S. House of
onducted an agn-
ith U.S. Rep. Tom
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of Miltord
1 County farmers,
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then look at passing a law tor- *

bidding packers to produce. The jus- ,
department, sur enforcement

For further information, Please contact:

CDM Mitchell J. Sabin at (712) 546-5149.
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DSWC
to meet

The Dickinson Soil & Water
Conservation District

— g% i 'w:- #5:- EMMET €O event

uture Farmers of America

udents who have been invit
| I to attend a soil judging
orkshop hosted jointly by the

Laboratory, located five miles
west of Emmetsburg on U.S.
Highway |8.

Patty Judge is slated to
speak shortly after noon. Also,
the college is honoring alumni

e e Ll T T L TS T LAt AT TS
sponsors include; Ag Alumm
of lowa Lakes; Ag Processing,
Inc.; Rhone Poulenc Agrow;
Brenton Bank: Sioux Nations
Ag Center; J.B. Mertz and
Sons; Ag Panners, ILLC, Joe

T-31-99
rawlil, dina repsi.

Several agriculture exhibits
will be featured throughout the
event, Attendees will be eligi-
ble to register for door prizes.

The day will start earlier
(8:30 a.m.) for more than 100

ollege and the Palo Alto
{RCS. Participants are invited
to stay after the workshop to
join in the expo and field day.

For more information, con
tact the lowa Lakes Communi-
ty College Farm, 4145 360th
St, Emmetsburg, [A 50536.0r
call (712) 8B52-3027

Commissioners will meet at 7:30
p.m. Oct 15 in the District office.
The tentative agenda includes
approving the September minutes,
[reasurer's report, reviewing the
mail_, Cost-sharing applications,
receiving NRSC & Watershed
Project reports, 1999 Tree Sale and
planning the November meeting.
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By DORIS WELLE

STAFF WRITER

Dennis Hastert visited lowa Thurs-
day.

It was his first visit here’ since being
elected Speaker of the U. §. House of
Representatives. He conducted an agri-
cultural round table with U.S. Rep. Tom
Latham (R-Alexander) at the Lyle Ove-
rocker farm southeast of Milford.

Clay and Dickinson County farmers,
ag lenders and business representatives
sat down under a
shade tree
with

two years we have appropriated 3500
million for export enhancement. The
Admunistration hasn't used it. It 1s very,
very frustrating.”

Latham added, "I am on the appropni-
atons committee. We worked 1o be sure
those funds were there. The final result,
however, 1s that the Administration has
not used the tools Congress gave it."

Joe Simington of Milford voiced con-
cem about the diminishing frée enter-
prise system. "You will see one inde-
pendent grocery store and one indepen-

dent pharmacy in Miltord as you pass
through on vour way to the lakes
tonight. Free enterpnse is los-
ing. The bundling system
scares me. Monsanto 1s an
L example. And in the long
& run the consumer i1s not
benetiting either.’
Hastert and Latham
voiced concern about
the corporate upsizing
They agreed with both
on the need tor con-
gressional heanngs on
monopolies. "But we
need to enforce the ].mJ
already on the books hirst and
then look at passing a law for- *
bidding packers to produce. The jus- ,
tice  department, Bur eénforcement
agency, 18 not doing its job,"” Latham
emphasized

Jim Chnstensen pursucd the matter
"The system .we are seeing
butlt 1s a repeat of history
Serfdom is fetumning. Soon we
farmers will ‘be hke the serts
o . were. Large corporations will

[ realize p‘}h" tell us what chemcals and
tics takes a types of seed to use, how to
fﬂ”g time. Bul :ﬂ.:nt It .h:.nd we won't be able to

. ree-market  our products
we farmers Something must be done,” he

DSWC

Hastert
and Lath-
am near a held
of corn that 1s tuming
brown prematurely due to lack of rain.
But the lack of moisture was not the
topic of conversation,

Monopolies, market-
ing strategy and enforce-
ment of the law were key
i1ssues addressed 10 the
congressmen by the
members of the round
table discussion

Hastert told them, "I
realize most farmers want
government oft  their

'Patty Judge to speak at ILCC event

The lowa Secretary of Agri-
culture will be the featured
speaker at the annual Farm
Expo and Field Day on
Wednesday, Sept. 8 (10 a.m. to
I p.m.), at the Iowa Lakes
Community College Farm
Laboratory, located five miles
west of Emmetsburg on U.S.
Highway 18.

Patty Judge is slated to
speak shortly after noon. Also,
the college is honoring alumni

trom the agricultural programs
at college. Other dignitaries
and tnends of the college will
be in attendance as well

The event begins at 10 a.m.
and a free lunch will be served
at 11:30 a.m. Lunch and event
sponsors include: Ag Alumni
of lowa Lakes; Ag Processing,
[nc.; Rhone Poulenc Agrow:
Brenton Bank; Sioux Nations
Ag Center; J.B. Mertz and
Sons; Ag Partners, ILLC, Joe

Neary Seeds; Emmetsburg
Veterinary Clinic; McHugh
Royal Building Distributor for
lowa: West Bend Elevator
Company; Nauss Oil Compa-
ny: Cenex Propane and Green-
lawn; and Pepsi,

Several agriculture exhibits
will be featured throughout the
event. Attendees will be eligi-
ble to register for door prizes.

The day will start earlier
(8:30 a.m.) for more than 100

Future Farmers of America
students who have been invit
ed to attend a soil judging
workshop hosted jointly by the
college and the Palo Alto
NRCS. Participants are invited
to stay after the workshop to
join in the expo and field day.

For more information, con-
tact the lowa Lakes Communi-
ty College Farm, 4145 360th
St,, Emmetsburg, IA 50536,0r
call (712) 852-3027

to meet

The Dickinson Soil & Water
Conservation District
Commissioners will meet at 7:30
p.m. Oct 15 in the District office.

The tentative agenda includes
approving the September minutes,
Ireasurer's report, reviewing the
mail, cost-sharing applications,
receiving NRSC & Waltershed
Project reports, 1999 Tree Sale and
planning the November meeting,




Loess Hills Alliance coordinator begins work

by Joyce Bohnker

The Loess Hills. We've heard
their story. How the wind
formed them centuries ago,
heaping layer after layer of rich
loess soil that was left behind on
the river bottoms after the
glaciers retreated to the north

Most of us drive through the
hills on a regular basis, only
rarely stopping to appreciate
their unique beauty

John Wells is the new Loess
Hills Alliance Coordinator. It 15
his job to make us all start
appreciating them a bit more
often. Appreciate them enough
to make sure they don’t just
vanish.

As geology books tell us, there
is only one other spot on the
globe where nature formed
these mounds of rich loess soil
and that is in China. As Wells
points out, we can be pretty sure
that not many steps are being
taken Lo preserve those hills. So
it may be up to lowans to ensure
that at least one such tormation
remains in the world

Wells hopes to do just that, but
he also emphasizes that he

h'-'l"'u"- | (8] I..]‘-i it 1n an l;_'\_'|\1['l-:"|'lf‘|:";1!:-._

viable way. “The mission of the

allia 10 protect and pre

serve the natural and cultural
Hills and

uﬂaurrux:ﬂb-ﬁﬁu‘-hﬁ“!H} hie

said

Wells began his new job in
August. He is working in a
seven county area, including
Harrison and West
Pottawatamie to coordinate the
day to day activities of the
alliance. The lowa Legislature
set into law and funded the
formation of the alliance. It was
set up for one year, but will most
likely continue for more.

Wells has several projects
already in the works. He plans
to have a regular newsletter sent
to every landowner in the Loess
Hills. That mailing list includes
6,500 people. He will also
include on his circulation list
others who have indicated an
interest in his mission

He is planning a logo contest

with a $500 prize to the winner
He is hiring a part time media
specialist who will specialize in
news releases and public
relations projects. Wells is also
putting together a brochure on
the Loess Hills.

He is hoping to put together a
land protection packet, listing
every program from ever)
possible agency that can assist
farmers looking for economic
ways 1o preserve their land

“I'm hoping farmers will be
able to pick up a brochure and
find a program to fit their needs
and call that agency,” Wells
said

His first priority in his new
position is to educate people. He
believes that once people
understand the mission of the
alliance and that its purpose is
not to prevent people from
farming their land, he will gain a
lot of support and cooperation

He hopes to be able, with the
from the state. to
provide all seven Soil and Watei
Conservation Districts within the
alliance with enough money to
hire a part time employee. The

erant money

employee’s job would be to
contact Loess Hills landowners
and work with them to imple-
ment whole farn ‘.'-] 1ns

vhole farm plan s a stej

i C :1 1':‘_-\_ '.:‘.

.'.il.|l-.1 ii"\"!"-{' T"d": =
management, wildlife; imber,
native grasses and more, things
the districts don’t have time to
do rnght now.”

Wells grew up in Northwest
Jowa and received a degree in
biology from Northwestemn
College in Orange City. Before
accepting his new position, he
was with the lowa Great Lakes
Project in Spirit Lake.

He says he drove through the
lLoess Hills often as a child and
later came to appreciate them,
especially after he studied their
origins. “They grow on you,” he
added

When he talks about preserving
the hills, Wells admats that the
textbook answer that there are
only two of them in the world
may not be enough to impress
people of the need to preserve
them

“The more real answer,” he
said, “is go out and take a look at
them for yourself. Drive through
them, take a walk. They really

ire one of a kind.’

He emphasizes repeatedly
though that his mission is not to
save tiie hills on the back of the
farmers and landowners who
depend on them for their in-
come, “Farmers have to be able
We want a

10 MAKS Mmoney
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wins. The land 1s [“:-."I:_‘L'I-;,_i and
the farmers make money
Wells is enjoying his work and
soking forward to meating more
P Ir.! » as he pets 10 Know ]

area better. “I've been here
more than two months and ['ve
had no bad days on the job, he

says

lowa Envirothon:

I'he following is a sample question from the aquatic portion of the
lowa Envirothon test. Do you know the correct answer? if not,

the answers are on page 16.

4.Which best describes an aquifer”
a. It is an underground lake where water moves freely and rapidly.
b. A geographic area in which all the water drains to the lowest

point in the landscape.

c. An underground area that contains and yields enough water for

wells.

d. A surface body of water that supplies drinking water.

John Wells
Where Your Food Dollar Goes

Advertising $ .04
[ransportation $ .
Repairs & depreciation b .
Fuel, electricity, rent 3.
>ackaging $ .085
Interest. taxes, other % .105
[Labor $ .38
Farmers & ranchers $ .23
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County News for stopping out and spending some time With us

such a beautiful day
hY |

Vater Alliance and the Department of Natural
IResources — to name just two — have teamed to
restore these prairie jewels in great numbers,
which has dramatically improved the watershed
and the water quality in area lakes.

But trouble looids on the horizon. On Aug. 31,
Doug Harr of the DNR held a meeting with area
landowners and tenants of Drainage District 21.
He explained how the construction of wetlands on
the Pottoff Tract of Hales Slough Wetlands Com-
plex would proceed in compliance with a Wetlands
Reserve Project (WRP) contract. Two landowners
with property downstream from the project were
quite vocal in their objections, Josephine Gruhn,
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Loess Hills Allia

their story. How the wind
formed them centuries ago,
heaping layer after layer of rich
loess soil that was left behind on
the river bottoms after the
glaciers retreated to the north.

Most of us drive through the
hills on a regular basis, only
rarely stopping to appreciate
their unique beauty

John Wells is the new Loess
Hills Alliance Coordinator. It 1s
his job to make us all start
appreciating them a bit more
often. Appreciate them enough
to make sure they don't just
vanish

As geology books tell us, there
is only one other spot on the
globe where nature formed
these mounds of rich loess soil
and that is in China. As Wells
points out, we can be pretty sure
that not many steps are being
taken to preserve those hills, So
it may be up to lowans to ensure
that at least one such formation
remains in the world

Wells hopes to do just that, but
he also emphasizes that he

e Maaske brings soil,

hopes to do 1t in an economically
viahle way. “The mission of the
alliance is to protect and pre-
serve the natural and cultural
“the Loess Hills and

Coun
SWCD

to meet
Thursday

The monthly meeting of the
Dickinson Soil and Water Conser-
vation Distnct will be held 11 a.m.,
Thursday, Aug. 19, in the district
office.

The tentative agenda includes
approval of July minutes, the trea-
surer's report, bills, and discussion
of NRCS watershed project reports.
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Qich Maaske is the urban coordinator for south-
yest lowa. He brings his knowledge of conserva-

‘ion to the city.
«lowa Envirothon
orestry question from the

The following question 1s a sample nffomies
% Envirothon competition. Do you know the answer? Answers arc
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{---nn page 10. | R o
13. Which of the following are benefits of nparian buffers

al=" ;

hia. They reduce erosion |

orb. They improve tlkhl.‘l'.i'l:‘.f habitat

ccc. They improve water infiltration |

ard. All of the above are benefits., |

me. a and ¢ are benefits.
mioiten Mrace Sends - Wildflowers - Custom Seed Cleaning lf

Many made outdoor classroom a SUccess

To the editor: yard conservation. e
The Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District s and forestry; and Carroll Oskvig, NRCS. soils |
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and the water qurili?' in area lakes.
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Doug Harr of the DNR held a meeting with area
landowners and tenants of Drainage District 21.
He explained how the construction of wetlands on
the Pottoff Tract of Hales Slough Wetlands Com-
plex would proceed in compliance with a Wetlands
Reserve Project (WRP) contract, Two landowners
with property downstream from the project were
quite vocal in their objections. Josephine Gruhn,
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Qur presenters and their programmers were: June Shuttleworth extensively about the bountiful marshes that Lake watershed and that . downstream water qual- beauty. Let him do Im_ work in your neck of the
The monthly meeting of the and Hank Miguel of the lowa Lakeside Lab ler gu Lestr grace this very special part of the state. So 100 many Canada geese ity. In other words, we woods and you will be forever grateful. :
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was held Sept. 16 at the Kettleson-Hogsback Ared

1999 Dickinson County Sixth Grade Outdoor Classroo

ickins>n County has the remarkable
distinction as the home of more
restored prairie wetlands than any
place in lowa. I have already written

Resources — to name just two — have teamed to
restore these prairie jewels in great numbers,
which has dramatically improved the watershed
and the water quality in area lakes.

But trouble loonds on the honzon. On Aug. 31,
Doug Harr of the DNR held a meeting with area
landowners and tenants of Drainage District 21
He explained how the construction of wetlands on
the Pouoff Tract of Hales Slough Wetlands Com:
plex would proceed in compliance with a Wetlands
Reserve Project (WRP) contract. Two landowners
with property downstream from the project were
quite vocal 1n their objectuons, Josephine Gruhn,

i

who owns land on the west boundary of the Pot
tott tract and also half of the existing Sandbay
Slough, contended that the latter is enough protec
tion for the Big Spirit

Drainage vote watershed event for local conservation

northeast of Big Spirit Lake shows an obvious
drainage toward the lake. Any wetlands upstream
of the natural drainage will add filtration advan-

tages and 1mprove

other half of the Sand-

bar Slough, contended that the WRP project would
diminish the effectiveness of Sandbar Slough by
diverting water to the new wetlands. She also
expressed a desire 10 see the entire area planted
with wildflowers and trees.

Both Gruhn's and Estes’ contentions, although
probably based on honest beliefs, are nonetheless
erroneous. It 1s a well documented fact that a
drainage system into a luke or chain of lakes is
best served by guarding the watershed within that
system with as many punfying wetlands as possi
ble. A simple observation of the lay of the land

posed wetlands area
from the north the other morning, a flock of
Canadas rose Irom one of the _}__lr;p.,:-,l;u}d fields. The
overall numbers of geese in the area, based upon
DNR data, are down from past years. Concentra-
tons from the regional flock in any specific area
fluctuate due to teeding and disturbance factors
But believe me, having lived in areas with few
geese, this area 1s blessed 1o have them. Their
majestic light and comforting music are the things
of a healthy environment.
And Mrs, Estes, based upon the historic work of
the DNR in this county, you should trust that the

WRP project on the Pottoff tract would greatly
enhance your beloved Sandbar Slough. Doug Harr
has spent his entire career transforming the Dick-
inson County countryside into something of great

is a project that will only make more beautiful our
already renowned Great Lakes Area and make our
water cleaner

Doug Harr will again present the project pro-
posal at the Sept. 28 county supervisors' meetng,
at which time they will take formal action to
accept or deny a drainage district agreement.
Seems to me that a strong public attendance in
favor of the wetland project at this public forum
would speak volumes as to how we feel about our
natural places. :

Greg Drees is publisher of the Dickinson Coun-
ry News,
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by Joyce Bohnker
The Loess Hills. We've heard
their story, How the wind
formed them centuries ago,
heaping layer after laver of rich
loess soil that was left behind on
the nver bottoms after the
,L__’|L1L lers retreated to the north
Most of us drive through the

hills on a regular basis, only
rarely stopping to appreciate
their unique beauty

lohn Wells is the new Loess
Hills Alliance Coordinator. It is
hus job to make us all start
appreciating them a bit more
often. Appreciate them enough
to make sure they don't just
vanish

As geology books tell us, there
i1s only one other spot on the
globe where nature formed
these mounds of rich loess soil
and that is in China. As Wells
points out, we can be pretty sure
that not many steps are being
taken to preserve those hills. So
it may be up to lowans to ensure
that at least one such formation

reémains in the world
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0O meet
Thursday

The monthly meeting of the
Dickinson Soil and Water Conser-
vation District will be held |1 a.m..
Thursday, Aug. 19, in the district
office

The tentative agenda includes
approval of July minutes, the trea-
surer s report, bills, and discussion
of NRCS watershed project reports

and
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Rich Maaske is the urban coordinator for south-
‘yest lowa. He brings his knowledge of conserva-
;]:inn to the city.

fowa Envirothon

[he following question is a sample forestry question from the
= Envirothon competition. Do you know the answer? Answers are
: on page 16 ' | -,
13. Which of the following are benefits of riparian bufiers
hia. They reduce erosion
erb. They improve fishenes habitat
c.1 |1=:}- improve water infiltration
ind. All of the above are benefits

T
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Many made outdoor clasg

To the editor:

The Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District
Commissioners and the Natural Resources | onservation Service
would like to take this opportunity to thank th participants of the
1999 Dickinson County Sixth Grade Outdoor Cla
was held Sept. 16 at the Kettleson-Hogsback Area

Qur presenters and their programmers were' Jane Shuttleworth
and Hank Miguel of the lowa Lakeside Lab, water quality t
Barbara Tagami, Dickinson Ci unty Conservation Board Wi
Lakeside Lab, farm wildlife: Linda Hinshaw. « rphaned and injured
wildlife; Tim Waltz and Maury Muhm. lowa 1 nartment of Nt
al Resources, nature trail: Doug Harr, lowa Department of
Resources, waterfowl; Tom Koster, assistant
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ay attention during the Outdoor Classroom at the
Management Area.

A walk on the wild side

by MINDY BAKER

FEATURE EDITOR

On Thursday, the Kettleson-Hoesback Wildlife
Management Area was home to dozens ¢
grade school children during the |
Water Conservation District’s 2nnual Outdoor Cla

Kinson Soil

“They've been holding the Outdoor Classroom fo
a hittle over 20 years,” said Maxing
secretary for the Dickinson Cou
conservaton distnct. "I just started in
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PHOTOS BY MINDY BAKER

prior w accepting the _;nb at the soil and water con
servation district.

| was looking for a change. [ like the position. |
15 an 11]}[1HJ'1IJII=I15'; to work with people in the Dickin
son County area and with anyone who does conser
vation,  added Butler. | *This outdoor classroom i
tun. For a lot of kids it i their first experience of th
Kettleson-Hogsback ared.”

During the all-day classroom, the children stud
subjects such as backyapd conservation, native grass

A o

WILD SIDI



l ] ] [‘Ve

fAramie
Preb

lelii'-' |

orices

11|'..|“ ;”II
i r hel

Int
, farminE ®
o

il : |
¥ Iy &
urplt
! .!|||:'

the nt
y WE

urne{
ard

n -_:"
I'I-I

4]
:
|
]

(T

peEINE

ould fore "o fazilian farmers to expand soy-
{ acing our production here.

{oom and bust to farming, with

d rict, for example, soybean pro-

—_ EARMERS’ PLIGHT—

stingH O

munity College in Cedar Rapids.
The forums are designed to draw

by DUANE WINN

EDITOR ing farm crisis — and remind law
38 last week. _ bickering between political parties |
\es to turn his jet-black hair pre- ..o

El-5

ling

It's
hen
oun
tale

say,
Den-
that

Or1C
yol1-
1bsi-

1|‘|1,‘|4'!1'
tbur-
food
with
hing
S oul

"!||_'|i'...'| Ry

vesting soybeans on

by MINDY BAKER
STAFF WRITER

ly of the family farm ideal has
cures, according to Don Hofs-
lowa State Extension office in
of difficulties and concerns
of farmers. Since the 1900°s
now, which brings the price down!
pression, and high during the

‘rnational competition, volatile
er profits,

ninated government control of
is problem.

m’ act, the government con-
roduction, artificially keeping
ing farmers to keep fields fal-
boom-and-bust fluctuations in
ut.

half corn.”

only help the international market

»an prices,” stated Hofstrand.

the government 1s telling us

what to do, and that we should B on the free market.
‘Freedom to Farm’ bill was introdiged, and for the first two-to-three
years after that there was really a shortage of grain. The prices were
really very good, and the farmers §aid ‘At last,
we gol the government out of II:inE_-x now, and
things will be the way they should” Hofstrand
pointed out. “Then we moved int) a period of
excess production, and that's what we have

“The same people who were talking how
great “Freedom to Farm™ was at three- and four
-dollar corn, are complaining at a dollar-and-a-

Hofstrand says now the discussibnis whether
or not to continue with no involvement, or go to 5
a very limited involvement by the government.
He points out if the government attempts to
restrict production again, it would once again

find a buyer, but finding out
what the buyer wants. When
you get into the foreign market,
you not only have to deal with
economic instability, but-also ciil-

Hofstrand 1sn’t sure what options are left

“There is going to be a lot of public debate
much should we help farmers. Obviously, we don't have govern-
ment payments to the stores downtown
are going to do something, what are we going to do? How are we
going to help someone 1n the long term?” Hofstrand continued.

Number one, how

[he other question 1s, 1f we

tural differences.” Eley

T T TR T T T e

[hen the “One of the concerns that I have about all the money we re talking
about giving the farmers nght now 1s what are vou really going to
solve’?”

=5 One ot the lutions ol strand sug

Fesied wis al wlded ulture
o ' Value-added acncultun 1s when the
[t's no longer a progression of e I
§ G - o i [ArmMmer: YN oand are mnvo ved 1n the
HHTLL’HIN H””“J”””.\T and “f_l””.‘\r to product beyond the farm gates,” he said

Hofstrand continued to explain that com-
modities, such as grain, are a high vol-
ume, low margin business. “You can't

they just produce commodities.”
Hofstrand uses Dakota Growers Pasta
as an example of a value-added co-op
en thousand durham wheat farm-
| x.'!.'|".'-.! || cir Wi
and make
H\"1‘\

ers in North Dakot:
i -|I '!|'

and distribute

-Don Hofstrand AL e s

their own pasta.

trand said : ;
['he Dakota Growers Pasta Co-op packages pasta under their own

name, packages under store-name brands, and sells their product for

NEW IDEAS

Continued on Page 11A
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expect a lot of profits to go to farmers if

NRCS study:
Conservation
tillage declines

A recent survey indicat
in [owa may be

that efforts to protect soil and water resources
WAl

The survey, conducted by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
and Conscrvation Technology Information Center shows a 12 percent
decrease1n total conservation tillage methods and a 25 percent drop in the
use of no-ull from 1997 to 1998 in Jowa. Axubhequenl study conducted
Thuﬁlrnm.m [nc., in 1999 reveals no statistical change from 1998 to

I'he recent surveys results are particularly disturbing because soil ero-
sion 15 still considered to have the biggest negative Impact on water qual-
ity in lowa, according to the Department of Natural Resources,

As a result of the recent trend away from conservation tillage practices,
d new parinership, the lowa Residue Management Partnership, has been
tormed 10 address the concerns. IRMP members include Conservation
Districts ©f lowa, Inc., Conservation Technology Information Center, the
Division of Soil Conservation for the lowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship, lowa Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Soci-
ety, lowa DNR, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, Iowa State University,
Monsante, I vartis Crop Protection, Inc., Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Sociély, Inc. and the NRCS
__Surveyresults show that the drop in no-till farming was statewide, with
/7 of the® counties showing a drop and 44 having a decline of 25 per-
cent or more. There were 22 counties where no-till increased and the
counties with the highest percentage of no-till acres remains in the south-
ern portian of the state

Overall} sbout 51 percent of the corn and soybeans produced in 1998
utilized conservation tillage systems with at least 30 percent of the soil
covered with resid after planting 1n Iowa.

[he goal of the IRMP is to encourage Jowa farmers to leave ‘more
r:_'xl?hlt\' 1n|fie this fall by encouraging them to consider economic and
environmental implications of fall tillage. The group is currently develop-
Ing a prodi rvey o determine why producers have discontinued or

CONSERVATION TILLING |

i
|

'HOTO BY GREG DREES
A GREAT BLUE HERON stands in a reflec-

o il on Hales Slougp.
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L this type ol integrated system, the farmers S€as,

are - the owners and are involved all the way
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EDITOR The forums are designed to drawi national attention 1o the ongo-
ing farm crisis — and remind lawimakers, even themselves, that
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Dickinson SWCD’s
honored for conse

SWCD TO MEET:: There will be a monthly meeting

of the Dickinson County Soil & Water Conservation District, SWCD,
at 11:30 a.m. Nov. 19 in the District office. The tentative agenda
includes receiving NRCS and Watershed Project reports, discussing who
will atend the Fall Regional, the Clean Water Project agreement and
the Iowa Carbon Storage Project and planning the January meeting, A
SWCD Foundation meeting will also be held Nov. 19,

Integrated crop
management
conference at
Spirit Lake

An integrated crop management
conference will be held Wednesday,
Jan. 5, at the Dickinson County
Community Building in Spint Lake
The event begins with registration at
9:15 a.m. and concludes at 4 p.m

The cost 1s 310 for registrations
postmarked by Dec. 27. After that
date, participants are not guaranteed a
noon meal, The fee covers conterence
handouts. a noon lunch and retrech.

he national conservation summit
meeting held in Ames on Tuesday
was revolutionary in its scope, with
all of the speakers, politicians and
dignitaries in accord of the mission: To
involve aericulturalists at the torefront ol our
nation's natural resources management.

Over the last century, our conservation land-
scape has largely reflected the farming pracuces
f the times. Dunng the Soil Bank and Conserva-
ton Reserve Program years. for instance, several
million acres of lowa land was setl aside from
relentless row crop production and grown in
orasses that lent substance as wildlife cover and
water purtliers. Outher p-.-nmiu of the millennium
were less kind to the earth and the wildlife that

ks refuge there, retlecting the fencerow-o
fencerow tilling philosophy that our Congress
basically handed to our tarmers

Conservationists have turned more and more o

agricultural political

Husbanding open spaces
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should be trustees of the Amencan landscape and
not just agriculturnsts concerned with making i
|i‘-'l[15: A noble theory, 1ndeed, bul concery ithle
only if legislators change their historical outiook
on national farm pohicies. It conservation mcen
tives can be built into ag lemslauon with realistic
financial opportunities for fammers, there s greal
hni‘lu' far the rutore of prnvate land 'xf;"c..|r{i~h111

If natonal farm policy continues o slbsil Zi
failing ag etforts to the une ol $22 hillion, like
this vear, then conservalion ol natural resources
will never be an impornant iIssue among the coun
(ry s farmers

Ihe fact that the summil s participants [ocused
an the Farm ball &5 signihicant
before have agncultural practices taken a tromnl
seat in conservaton talks. I 1s particularly appro
priate for lowa, since :
our land 1s pnvately owned Who better, then, 10
dictate the health of our environment than the peo
e who own the land

owa farmers are linked

policy as the means 1o 3
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tates the condinon of the C : D 3 property supporting
nation’s conservalhon RE({ RE*‘S rich habitar and
elTorts i alile We imust
'he atmosphere of = remember that farmers
this week' s summil which was attended by re DUSINESs people just
L1 S Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman and 500 like the rest of us. Like it Or not, the condition of
other conservation and political delegates — our natural resources is linked (o mone
embraced this philosophy Glickman. for instance, money that 1armers could be making by plantin

noted that we have paid farmers tor decades to
grow crop and livestock commodities, a policy
protected by federal subsidies. Why not learn to
pay farmers 1o plant trees and prairie grasses
through federal and state programs that make it
economically feasible to do so? The nation’s farm
policy, he tmplied, needs to be overhauled o deal

with escalating soil erosion, water pollution and
in dwindling open spaces

lowa Sen. Tom Harkin e« hoed the sentiments ol
the pohitical representalives i attendance by say-
ine that more emphasis must be placed on conser
vation when national farm pohcy 1s debated. He

il el that more money must be 1I‘|]f"-lr:"l!!u.'llll'.'k1
ural resource development rather than com
wine within the agricultural legislation.
vision of the summit leaders 15 10 develop
in the country that land stewards

buffer strips, reintroducing wetlands and nurtue

ing shelterbelts

[t is quite simple. The Tature o rural Amenca
and its environmental health 1s dependent on the
wise authorship of future farm bills, just as the
conservation summit determined I'he conference
was a monumental step toward refashioning the
wayv conservalion laws ldre woiien It is nme o
: natural resource ;f?=|r-|.'||T'I!.‘“L
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Mark Ingwersen

Orville Berg

Dickinson SWCD’s Ingwersen, Berg
honored for conservation efforts

Dickinson Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District announces that Mark Ingw-
ersen and Orville Berg were recipients ol
awards at the Conservation Districts of
l[owa (CDI) annual meeting held last
month in Des Moines.

Ingwersen was not only named the
Outstanding Soil and Water Conservation
District Commissioner of Region 2, but
also received the Commissioner of the
Year Award.

A commissioner for over 10 years, he
is also the chain of the Dickinson County
SWCD. Previously, he has been vice-
president of the CDL

Ingwersen has been very active on
both the national and state level in the
promotion of conservation. He was one

Spirit Lake

An integrated crop management
conference will be held Wednesday,
Jan. 5, at the Dickinson County
Community Building in Spirit Lake
The event begins with registration al
9:15 a.m. and concludes at 4 p.m

The cost 1s $10 for registrations
postmarked by Dec, 27. After that
date, participants are not guaranteed a
noon meal. The fee covers conterence
handouts, a noon lunch and refresh.

of the founders of “lowa Watersheds,”
which was organized to promote water
quality and information shanng. He also
was among the founders of the Dickinson
County SWCD Foundation, which was
formed to ensure long-term environmen-
tal benefits for the county

He and his wife. Kim, farm 1,000
acres on which they produce both corn
and soybeans. Their conservation prac-
tices include no-till, mulch-ull, sediment
control basins, waterways and a farm-
stead windbreak. He also participates
the Farming for Maximum Efficiency
Program. The couple lives east of Spirit
Lake with their three ¢hildren.

Berg was the recipient of the Water-
shed Achievement Award, He has been

u PP

e Ll Lol SUUSLENCEe a5 wildire cover dand
water purifiers. Other periods of the millennum
were less kind to the earth and the wildlife that
seeks refuge there, reflecting the tencerow-to-
fencerow tilling philosophy that our Congress
basically handed to our farmers

Conservationists have tumed more and more to

instrumental in the application and orga-
nization of the lowa Great Lakes Clean
Water Project and the Clean Water
Alliance. He has chaired the alliance
since 1990, Currently, over 30 orgamza
tions are partners in the Clean Water
Alliance
Berg opérates a4 courier service in
Dickinson County. In addition to the
Clean Water Alliance, he 1s the treasurer
of the Dickinson County SWCD and has
served on the CDI state board. He also
: has played a key role/in the establishment
of the Dickinson County SWCD Founda-
tion. He represents the SWCD and chairs
the lowa Lakes RC & D Board. He is a
member of the lowa Great Lakes Rotary
He and his wife, Kay, live m Okobojt.

agricultural political

policy as the means 1o a
kinder natural resources
We have come (o
realize that the language
of the farm bills that are
passed in the halls of
Washington largely dic-
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A noble theory, indeed, but conceivable
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the future of private land stewardship
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rne tact that the summit’s participants focused
on the farm bill 1s significant, because never
before have agricultural practices taken a front
seat in conservation talks. It is particularly appro-
priate for lowa, since an incredible 95 percent of
our land is pnvately owned. Who better, then, to
dictate the health of our environment than the peo-

ple who own the land?
lowa farmers are linked

mpressions
Witk

to the land with & spe-
cial intimacy. And
oiven half a chance and
a monetary mcenhive 1o
do so, most would be
wnnderfil ctewarde




Mark Ingwersen
f | [

Dickinson SWCD’s
honored for conse

SWCD TO MEET: There will be a monthly meeting

of the Dickinson County Soil & Water Conservation District, SWCD,
at 11:30 a.m. Nov. 19 in th _ : ‘
includes receiving NRCS and Watershed Project reports, discussing who
will attend the Fall Regional, the Clean Waler Project agreement and
the lowa Carbon Storage Project and planning the January meeung. A
SWCD Foundation meeting will also be held Nov. 19.

Integrated crop
management
conference at
Spirit Lake

An integrated crop management
conference will be held Wednesday.
Jan. 5. at the Dickinson County
Community Building in Spint [Lake
The event begins with registration at
9:15 a.m. and concludes at 4 p.m.

The cost is $10 for regstrations
i‘!ﬂhltthl'['ht‘d by Llec After that
date, participanis 41c not _~._11I;|.L1|_|'l:.‘l:li d
noon meal. The fee covers conlerence
handouts, a noon lun h and refrech
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Foundation scholarships

S ——

for area high school seniors

The Dickinson SWCD Foundation announced
two $500 scholarships which will be presented to
Dickinson County graduating high schoel seniors
to be used to further their education at the college
level who are pursuing programs of study in any
field of agniculture or the environment,

One of the scholarship recipient’s application
will also be submitte@ to the Conservation Dis-
tricts of lowa and 1ts Auxiliary for consideration
of one of their three scholarships in the amounts
of $800, $400 and $200.

|

Bell
saluted

The Dickinson County Soil &
Water Conservation and USDA
Namral Resources Conservation
Service would like to salute Jim
Bell, Tom Koster, Maurice
Dougal, Clarence Call and the
RSVP Newsleuer Crew for the
invaluable work they provide to
the District throughout the year.

Bell was recently presented with
the Top Award in thc Ilowa
NRCS, he is the Earth Team

Volunteer of the Year,
The Earth Team Volunteer
1S o mTeR e od

Manns receive award

High school seniors must submit their typed
applications in duplicate to the Dickinson Soil
and Water Conservation District no later than
March 1, 2000.

Applications can be obtained from the high
school counselors at Hams-Lake Park, Okoboji,
Spinit Lake or Ternl high schools, or by contact-
ing the Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation
District at the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (nRCS) office in Spirit Lake at (712) 336-

3782, ext. 3. j‘JJ J5 - ff”

{photo by Mindy Baker)

.
p‘r,-l" =

Bob and Shirley Mann received an Izaak Walton Windbreak Award from Orville Berg, Dickinson Soil &
Water Conservation District Commissioner, The Manns were submitted for this award by the Dickinson
SWCD in recognition of the outstanding windbreak they have established. The windbreak is helping to
protect the Spirit Lake Watershed from runolf pollution, conserve energy, and enhance wildlife habitat.




specialist tor Dickinson County

Terrill, onginally from Kansas City, Kan.,
holds a bachelor of science degree in biolo-
gy from Winona State University, Winona,
Minn. He received an associate of science
degree from Rochester Community College
prior to his attending Winona State,

Upon graduation from college Ternll co-
owned a painting business in Winona, where
he became certified in lead abatement pro-
cedures

Terrill also worked at a water testing
facility in Storm Lake and was the green
coordinator for Wal-Mart there.

As green coordinator for Wal-Mart, Ter-
rill learned much about environmental con-
cemms. He started his own programs and
funded them through grants

Through his efforts, Wal-Mart was able 1o

JORDAN
lake

donate 51,200 to Storm Lake’s aeration system for the

Ternll said: “Working as a volunteer and with othes
volunteers helped me learn to work with people, It has

Phito by
MIKE JORDAN

| Tim Terrill, pictured
| here in front of a
map of the Lakes

| Region watershed
he will be working

| to protect, took
over as Dickinson
County environ-
mental specialist

Jan. 7.

enriched me
as. i pcr'nun L0
be a volunteer

| want to pass hme (o
that  experi- He sees the third aspect of his job as working with _ |
ence on to farmers in the watershed on conservation projects such ﬂm‘u tor a
others.” as terracing, as well as urban community conservation | 1978 to
As an envi- projects firm
ronmental Terrill worked successfully in Storm Lake on a project jren had
specialist, Ter- o help control the spread of the purple loose strife i farm and
rll sees his wetlands there |0 Retire-
work as being The three-year project involved the introduction of

a threefold
job, First of
all, he sees the
work started
on the source
water protec

tion project as being very important to the area. Identify-

e ———

Conservation program scheduled

Those interested in water conservalion
efforts are encouraged to attend Watershid
Works, a programt to build leadership and
facilitation skills for effective local mvolve
ment in watershed planning.

The lowa Farm Bureau Federation, alon;
with the Natural Resources Conservatioy
Service (NRCS) and Trees Forever. is spon
soring the program

“Agriculture is facing a serious regulatory
challenge with respect to water quality

said Rick Robinson, director of environ

mental attairs lor lowa

imperative that farmers

Farm Bureau. "It §
become
involved in watershed protechon efforts.”
Watershed Works consists of two sessiond
“Getting Started” and “Keep it Going
Session one will include an overview of th
locally-led planning process. working on
walershed basis and building an effecuy

activel

planning team. Session two includes mord

in-depth traiming
facilitation skills

on the leadership and

I'he seminar 1s open to all those interested

in watershed resources. 10 make your reser-
vations. call Carla Ruckels ol Trees
Forever, (800) 369-1269, or register on the
Internet, www.ifbf.org, Program cost1s $10
each session. |

Vista University Conference
Center (Storm Lake) is the site of a session
one class Wednesday, Feb. 16 (9 am. 10 4

p.m.). A session (wo class will be held there

I“‘:E I'!L:I'HIJH for
I'he Buena

ew environmental officer has
long trail of accomplishment

By MIKE

STAFF WRITER
On Jan. 7 Tim Ternll took over as the environmental

ing sewer systems that do ot run anywhere, wells that
may be uncapped and finding other potential pollutants
to the watershed are of utmost importance to Terrill
Secondly, he sees public relations as an equally impor-
tant component of his job. Helping Ducks Unlimited, the
[ssac Walton League and other conservation groups with
their activities are things he plans to devote much of his

European beetles to the purple loose strife plant, n an

effort to control the spread of this prolific varety.
According to Terrill: “One purple loose strife plant can

produce 2 million seeds. Not only that, but the seeds pro-
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TIM TERRILL

r files with sn
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Kinson
mn Dis-
2r just
2 step-

nd we
Team’

Ingw-

Junie 21, also from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. espe-
| ’{:lll of

o = e vorUNTeering through

ll}e Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
ETE F ich

he

EQIP sign-up period conducted until March 24

A priority area Environmental Quality
Incentives Program sign-up has been
announced for three priority I
Dickinson and Osceola counties. The sign
up began Monday and will conclude March
24. The three prionty areas are

* The lowa Great Lakes Watershed in
Dickinson County

» The Silver Lake Watershed in Dickinson
and Osceola counties.

» One mile on either side of the Litile

drcas

Continued on Page 2A

}ulll.i-‘ﬁ:

Sioux River and one mile on either side of
the west fork of the Little Sioux River in
Dickinson County

Farmers who have land located in the pn-
ority areas shown above may apply tor such
cost-share practices as rotatonal grazing
systems, integrated crop management, ler-
races. organic crop producton
waste systems, grade stabihization struc-
tures, stream bank stabilization,  grassed
waterways, wildlife upland habitat manage-

'i'u.,"\.[l ek

ment, wetland restoration, ponds, farmstead
windbreaks, field windbreaks, livestock.
waste systems and sealing abandoned wells. jgd
Cost share of up to 75 percent or incentive 41
payments are available to producers who
participate in EQIP nl.
For more information. contact the ['Hl).-‘af
Service Center in Spirit Lake, 336-8782, or

athe USDA Service Center in Sibley at(712)

745-2111 for more mformation

Madge Voss, volunteer, is shown
Mark Ingwersen, chair of DCSWCI
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the restoraton and enhancement of wetlinds. He alsc
the towns come together bn projects 0 he can co
ettorts through joint mwum.«.

Ternil eoncluded: “Once I learn this joband all its re
[ wouldlike to become proactive rather than re-active

“Lhopeto cain the insight and wisdomita see what w
oft problems betore they start. | believe gommumty |
the Key. In five to 10 years we will be
our efforts now.”

Ternll'still lives in Storm Lake withihis wate, Mi
employed home health care provider. and their 3-vear
\brvella C.‘. 1stian, The Temlls plan 1o move to the L.
nedr future, after the winter season

15 present above the water line rather than sub-surtace

Terrill plans to concentrate
on leamning his job and views
it in two parts

He continued: “As well as
environmental specitalist here
[ am also the project coordi-

duced stay viable tor 20 years. In other words. they can remain dor
mant tor 20 years and still become a plant in the nght
environment. The plants are also tall and fibrous. They
can grow in ditches and have flourished along the'ditch=
es of many of the interstate highways in lowa. They grow
close together and are very difficult to walk through.
They eventually overshadow other plant life in'a wet-
lands if not controlled.

‘In Storm Lake they were becoming a problem..We.
introduced the European beetle to the plants in Luttle

onsibilities.
STTLOTIOTS
Hes and head
|rl‘~ et 18
pars

1ihle to see posil e resull

‘4 hape fo gain the insightand wis-
dom to see what works and head off
problems before they start I'believe Aty ofthe Clean ‘Water
””””I”””” ”IE’L}II’L’”IEﬂf 1.‘5 Hﬁ" 'I\L,U' .. IILlr:h-:Ju!I[inr] to working

Storm Lake imitially. The I}a‘d]ux. although tiny. are tero- -Tim Terrill  with those presently involved

cious eaters. In two days we saw results. Many of the in the alliance. I hope to

plants that had been Intla tu.:lhn were reduced to stems encourage others to volunteer the

no longer able to ;‘hutna_amh S1Ze. to help Keep our waters clean
emll’s beetle project was a success. He hopes to sur- and identify potennal pollu-

vey the Lakes Region this summer to see if any of the plants are in atershed while doing city mapping.”

evidence. He likened the purple loose strife to milfoil. only this plant will bnng more emphasis on

aerviccTNEUS).

2lle, a sti
Id duageiier

Lakes w
oext five

tants in the lowa Great
lemll behieves the

YEArS

HE'HIIIE"mf!fE"f! o cstabileh &

Conservation program s Volunteerﬁles with SmUS

Ok )50

Those interested 'in water conservation
efforts are encouraged to attend Watershid
Works, a program to build leadership and
facilitation skills for effective local involys-
ment in watershed planning

The lowa Farm Bureau Federation, alom
with the Natural Resources Conservatio)
Service (NRCS) and Trees Forever, 18 spon
soring the program

“Agriculture 1s facing a senous regulatory
challenge with respect to water quality,
said Rick Robinson, director of environ

mental atfairs for lowa Farm Bureau. “It |
imperative that farmers become activel
mvolved in watershed protection efforts.”

Watershed Works consists of two se ss10n|
Getting Started” and “Keep it Going,
session one will include an overview of th
locally-led planning process, working on
watershed basis and building an effectiv
planning team. Session two includes mot
in EILI“h training
tacihitabion skills

Ihe seminar is open to all those intereste

on the leadership an

EQIP sign-up pe'rl*fochl conducted u

A prnonty area Environmental Qua
Incentives Program sign-up has b
announced for three priority areas
Dickinson and Osceola counties. The si

up began Monday and will conclude March

24, The three priority areas are:
* The lowa Great Lakes Watershec

Dickinson County. races, organic crop production, livestock
« The Silver Lake Watershed in Dickinson  waste systems, grade stabilization struce
and Osceola counties. tures. stréam bank stabilization, grassed

e One mile on either side of the L

lity

een the west fork of the Little
in  Dickinson County.

on-

cost-share practices as rotatonal

I 1n

L we roll over and

Stoux River and one mile on etther side of
Sioux River in

Farmers who have land located in the pn-
ority areas shown above may apply for such
grazing
systems, integrated crop management, ter-

waterways. wildlife upland habitat manage-

Iam e AVe e s cines

Madge Voss has volunteered hundreds
of hours,of her time to the Dickinson
County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict (DCSWCD). However, after just
more than a year there, she will be step-
ping down from her position.

“It’s National Volunteer Week, and we
would like to recognize our ‘Earth Team’
as we call them,” explained Mark Ingw-
ersen, chair of the DCSWCD. “But espe-
cially we want to thank Madge for all of
her hard work.”

Madge had been volunteering through
the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
(R.S.V.P)) managed by Joanne McCulloch
and the Voluntary Action Center (VAC).

Madge has enjoyed her work at the
Conservation District. She started in
Apnl 7, 1999.

“There are a lot of nice people here; I
like to work. and I have fun,” explained
Madge, whose position was clerical,
mostly filing and helping out. She will
finish her volunteenism at the end of April.

'Madge Voss, volunteer,

is shown here
Mark Ingwersen, chair of DCSWCD.

th
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New environmental
long trail of accompl

By MIKE JORDAN

STAFF WRITER

On Jan, 7 Tim Termll took over as the environmental
specialist for Dickinson County.

Terrill, originally from Kansas City, Kan..
holds a bachelor of science degree in biolo- ; i
gy from Winona State University, Winona, "
Minn. He received an associate of science
degree from Rochester Community College
prior to his attending Winona State

Upon graduation from college Ternll co-
owned a painting business in Winona, where

donate $1,200 to Storm: Lake’s aeration system lor the
lake

Ternll said: “Working as a volunteer and with other
volunteers helped me learn to work with people. It has
enriched me
as a person Lo
be a volunteer.
[ want to pass
that  experi-
ence on 1o
others.”

As an envi-
ronmental

AN -'._L_ =
Punt receives

Photo by MIKE JORDAN

Willard Punt ( pictured on
the right above) received two
awards March 16 from Mark

Photo by

MIKE JORDAN

Tim Terrill, pictured
here in front of a
‘map of the Lakes

Punt left the service for a
time beginning in 1978 1o
operate his own hog farm

When his children had

he became certified in lead abatement pro-
cedures

Termill also worked at a water testing
facility in Storm Lake and was the green
coordinator for Wal-Mart there.

As green coordinator for Wal-Mart, Ter-
rill learned much about environmental con-
cerns. He started his own programs and
funded them through grants.

Through his efforts. Wal-Mart was able (o

Conservation program s

Those interested 1n water conservation
efforts are encouraged to attend Watershid
Works, a program to build leadership and
facilitation skills for effective local involve
ment in watershed planning.

The lowa Farm Burean Federation, alom
with the Natural Resources Conservatio
Service (NRCS) and Trees Forever, 1s spon
soring the program

“Agricultare is facing a serious regulator)
challenge with respect to water quality.

Jan. 7.

_  Region watershed
& he will be working
' to protect, took
over as Dickinson
County environ-
mental specialist

speciahist, Ter-
rill sees his
work as being
a threefold
job, First of
all, he sees the
work started
on the source
water protec-

tion project as being very important to the area. ldentfy-

h

mental atfairs for lowa Farm Bureau “It
imperative that farmers become activel
involved 1n watershed protection efforts.”

Watershed Works consists of two wuﬂﬁnt
"If etting  Started™ and “Keep it Going
session one will include an overy 1ew of [I;
lv.u..'t”} -led [ﬂEiE]IHJI:_' Process, 'l"rllli.”].j: on
watershed basis and buildine an cffectiy
planning team. Session two includes mos
imn-depth training

on the IL'quI'l"I‘\Illl dan
tacilitation skills :

Ingwersen, Soil and Water Dis-
trict Chairman for Dickinson
County

Punt received a 20) Year ser-
vice award and a special per-
formance award from the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS)

The special performance
award of S300 was given to
Punt for his work while the
| NRCS searched for a new envi-
ronmental specialist for the

grown Punt left the farm and
managed the Christian Retire-
ment home in Sheldon

Later he moved to Colorado
and worked lor a national
retirement home company,
Holiday Retirement Corp,

He attempted 1o establish a
retrement home in Orange
City but returned 1o the NRCS
in 1996

Punt 1s a conservation tech-
nologist with the NRCS. He

cou HI}

- Punt began working for the

O U‘Eml Conservation Service in
1959, in Stoux County. He
worked there for over 17 vears
Madge Voss ha: In 1960 the Soil Conserva-
} : ervice became the Soil
County Soil and W and Water Conservation Dis-

D& )5~

of hours.of her t ;o §

trict (DCSWCD). 1, according to Punt.
more than a year |

works with people on food
plots, animal waste plans, |
waste storage facilities and
vegetation controls through the
Environmental Quality Incen-
tive Program (EQIP).

Punt would like to remind
the publie that sign up deadline
tor EQIP is March 24,

ping down from her

“It’s National Volunteer Week, and we
would like to recognize our ‘Earth Team'
as we call them,” explained Mark Ingw-
ersen, chair of the DCSWCD. “But espe-
cially we want to thank Madge for all of
her hard work.”

pPosiaunT

said Rick Robmson, director of environ I'he seminar 1s open to all thos interest
L L { Ll- L'HH f‘:

Madge had been volunteering through
the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
(R.S.V.P)) managed by Joanne McCulloch
and the Voluntary Action Center (VAC).

Madge has enjoyed her work at the
Conservation District. She started in
Apnl 7, 1999,

“There are a lot of nice people here, |
like to work, and I have fun,” explained
Madge, whose position was clerical,
mostly filing and helping out. She will
finish her volunteerism at the end of April.

EQIP sign-up peﬁb& conducted v

Sioux River and one mile on either side of ‘

A priority area Environmental Quality
Incentives Program sign-up has been
announced for three priority areas n
Dickinson and Osceola counties, The sign-
up began Monday and will conclude March
24. The three prionty areas are

* The lowa Great Lakes Waltershed in
Dickinson County.

« The Silver Lake Watershed in [hckinson
and Osceola counties.

* One mile on either side of the Liltle

the west fork of the Little Sioux River in
Dickinson County .
Farmers who have land located in the pri- |
ority areas shown above may apply for such |
cost-share practices as rotational grazing |
systems, integrated crop management, ter- |
races. organic crop production, livestock
waste systems, grade stabdizabon stroe-
tures, stream bank stabilization, grassed
waterways, wildlife upland habitat manage-

'Madge Voss, volunteer, is shown
Mark Ingwersen, chair of DCSWCI

t we roll over and  Tono svene s ... -
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. ' have to lowa Water Quality Dist
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contest, to pe

throughout Ilowa have

sixteen team

to the hitth annual lowd Envirothon

held Thursday, Apnl 20, at the Sprningbrook State
Park located north of Guthrnie Center

Students competing in the contest will test their
knowledge ol aguatics, torestry, soils, -.||1I_'.|Iu: and
environmental 1ssues at several stations through-

will FIVEe An

of the com

out the ;".hrlh In addition, the teams
oral presentitnon on
petition

ferrl]l Community School
Envirothon contest for their fifth vear in a row y

"We've always done very well ’.h:.‘{-:‘.
explained Mark Benedict, science teacher at ]_(..*‘.r
“Two vears ago we stile ¢ !;.ll]if‘ltulh

Benedict is proud of his teams, pointing out
that unhike athletic competition. there are not
school s1ze classes

“We compete against Des Moines u‘imnl.a.
other large schools, and we always place in
towards the top,” he added

He had taken two teams to regional compeli-
tion. Each team has five students. The team that
advanced 1n districts has Devan McGranahban,
Alex Langner, Crystal Yeager, Matt Fairchild and
Jeremy Langner

McGranahan, who is planning a career in biolo-
gy enjoys the hands-on learning experience.
" “The competition 15 all outdoors,” he explained

wetlands as i

cturning o the

were the

|

what we would do®

He used the example of computing a Basal area

of a stand of trees,

(t's (o determing hov
covered by tree trun
the management dekig!

out trees or not,"”

he team will gef two ¢ 1 . |

Sopringbrook gunrj will div ide their team based on ]I;_J'HIIE_'__: ifl".-fﬂl._l_ erc. Think of
L, LM v i | L ’

f lhey will only get 25 min- as a home owners

utes to finish the tekts, and meet back to agree on " he said.

individual strengths

results

Awards will be p_._'rl to the h1|1 three teams,
with the first-placelicam representing |*“:’“‘ at the
National Envirothon to be held in Nova Scotia in

luly.
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STAFF WRITER
Although at it glimpse Lake 'N
Lawn Saver THE| sounds like an

i whether vou need to thin

advanced course in how to save lakes
and lawns, itismt. What it 1S, how-
ever, 15 a course that many may wish
to take to beautify their-lawns and
save their lakes,

L.ake *N LawnSaver 7-0-1 is a 100
percent chemieall free natural soy-
bean meal lawn fertilizer that will be
avatlable i the Lakes Region next
week.

Developed by the Resource, Con-
servation and Development Corpora-
tion, & non-profif organization that
helps people prect and develop
their economie, Batural and social
resources, Lake'WN Lawn Saver is
under the directiin of Tom Koster,
program coordinglor for the project.

Koster explaingdl, “The reason we
started working an the fertilizer was
primarily for protéction of the lakes.

This fertilizer 18 100 percent natural,

Donna B
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public and
Moines atiy

ent) who

becomes effeciive July |
TAWOD 15 a way

vho ]i\g;* on
v much of a total area 1s

Ihat's used o understanc
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aples ol the test while at f4inage dist
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he plat
ies and organizations "¢ P
: | local ation.

‘ustees

SO AR TITO M Ly
Maritime Museum

comed DCTA members and the

i‘-.lIL‘I‘ to he
uality improvement "
t's

St method of creatine
iL’;‘.rC‘J]s.IL‘ﬂI L‘I‘H!H_‘». dedicated [

* Single purpose of Improving

state and tederal funding,” Dick
Ramsay said,
Dickinson Soil and Water Com-
missioner
Clean Water Alliance Commit-
lee, agreed. “We need money to
attract matching funds.”

Edible lawn
food is lake
saver: 7-0-1

It is a soybean meal fertilizer that is
lake friendly

“It1s 100 percentsate for the envi
ronment, It will npt harm wildlife,
fish, children or pets. It 1s a waler
insoluble product that slowly releases
tertthizer anto the soil, It provides a
longer lasting lawn feed, will not
burn a lawn and does not leach like
other fertilizers do

I'he soy bean granulated meal fer
tilizer is a by-prodget of soybean oil
production. It is theresult of an extru
sion process that uses no chemicals to
extract the oil fromisoybeans

I'he product is manufactured at the
lTerril elevator. It is pagged in plastic
hned paper bags that are manufac
tured in Sibley atthe International
Paper Company

Koster continued, *My part in this
initially was the research and eround
work., The Clean Water Alhance
12700 | AKE ‘N LAWN

Cantinued on Page 2A
e

uell, president,

wel land.

Introduced Des
mey Dick Ramsay wetlands.
“l..']
improve
district.

and

disg ussed the new

law  which

district of not
Tor [!L'H{'rh'
and near a f‘uh[_'n 4]
Ip pay for water
!(.i]]'lw.t}
similar to g
Oct, water district.

Uiation
A WOD can

tural land
'1""“‘11-.'11_

"A WQD is the

a local percent of all

L1er ow ners, or
Il‘.llht.’ii'r\ll'x‘l“ I

lirssy Ot

Orville Berg,

and Chair of the

R
PrOpEFes By a road or
can elect to form a WOD.
The district can purchase mate-
rals, create grass waterw

generally, any actvity to

water quality in the
It can levy a tax on first
and second tier properties in the

cents per $1000 of

ISsue regulations, adopt ordi-
HANCEs. exercise police powers.
condemn land, or tax agricul-

The process of establishing a
WQD begins when ;
first and second
25 individuals in
the proposed district (w hichever

won'
now'?

“We need to find out. To me,
that’s the heart of it. It's going
to be up to the community tn

and other activi-
/€  Slream, river.
“quality.

v property owners
touches a lake.
im, (“first tier"™)
(“second tier™)
vhose propertres
from first tier
public

ays or

employ person-

more than
assessed val-

25

not pass laws.

etther

25

are we doing today th
harm them (the lakes) so they
t be clean 80 vyears from
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wanted it developed because of their concern for water quality in
the Lakes Region. They wanted a long lasting fertilizer that is

I‘!h: ]HI“h.H ¢ 1ree

one that would not contribute o water pollution

= (] X ¥ =i 3 12
and algae production in the lakes through run-oft rersres
The value-added ag product is of food grade. I is edible. It p
vides a continuous long-lasting feed for lawns. The "ti”"-'-'-ll._I]La.In"'-L
nature of the fertilizer means it remains in the soil in a form that is

avallable ftor the grass to use as 1t needs 11

I'hat steady tlow of

nutrients means a lawn may need fertilizer but three III'I]E*:‘I-“ Ij. ear
once in the spring, once at mid-summer and again in [I.1:.1I.+.I "
Lake "IN Lawn Saver fertilizer will be available next week at the
Dickinson County Soil Conservation District Office. |
Anyone wishing to purchase the new fertilizer can also ask
about its availability from their favorite lawn care provider.
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Un May 11, lowa Governor
[om Vilsack signed the Watey
uality District bill (SF 2438)

On June 9 the concept
sented to the Dickins
laxpayers
(DCTA) annual meeling
Maritime Museum -

Donna Buell, president. wel.
comed DCTA members and the

II}L"\
Moines attorney Dick Ramsay

public and introduced
oW d Tull-time Spirit Lake res

ident) who discussed the new

lowa Water Quality District

(WQD/ district) law
hl.‘n.t"l]‘h.‘h eflectn - .lH]_\ ’

A WQD 1s a wav for people
who live on and near a body of
water to help pay -

which

fOr waiateg
quality improvement Ramsay
¢Xplained. “It's similar to g

drainage district. water district,

or lighting district. etc Fhink of

It as a home OWNErs associa-

non” he said, “A WQD is the
best method of creating a local
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A WOD can not pass laws,
ISsUe regulations,
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adopt ordi-
exercise police powers.
condemn land. or 1
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T'he process of uwl:ihilnhlny a
WOD begins when cither 25
percent of all - first and second
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the proposed
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Dick Ramsey Speaks to DCTA.
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-‘-3* on. hey wanted a long lasting fertilizer that 15
| * one :i;_':r would not contribute '-”..“ aler P[ﬂ]mlnn
duction in the lakes through run-ofl |
{ided ag product is of food grade. It 1s edible .]I_;:TH-.
! ious lono ].'.'~|It]i-_‘ leed tor lawns .T-I'IL' hl_i“'\'-'rt:'ii.?d\.i,_
i} rtilizer means it remains in the soil in a form that is
.'.' $$ 10 use as it needs 1. That *-h.‘;ld} flow of
i k.u:!m-:: may need fertilizer but Iflr;‘.c tumes all year
prng, once at mid-summer and again in the fall
} 1 ‘~Q wver fertilizer will be ‘n;uthl::_ next week at the

| Conservanon District Office.
ji' o purchase the new fertilizer can also ask
{ bi ‘I'a from their favorite lawn care provider.
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Under the law property owners

). Whose land touches a lake.
Taxpayer On June 9 the concepr was pre- river, Or stream, (“first tier”)
Continued from| °"'°d to the Dickinson County and adjacent (“second tier”)
laxpavers Association's land owners whose properties
meeling  within' 3 (DCTA) annual meeting at the are separated from fircs g
determine (1) it Maritime Muse um properties by a road or public
should be formed, Donna Buell, president. wel- land, can elect to form g WQU
trict’s  boundaries comed DCTA members and the The district can purchase mate-
whether or not thd public and introduced Des rials, Creale grass waterways or
hould b \IMH?U:J Moines daitorney Dick Ramsay wetlands. and employ person-
and that is not likd  (now a full. time Spirit Lake res- nel generally, any activity 1o
trom the district ident) who discussed the new improve water quality in the
With supervisor lowa Water Quality District  district It can levy a tax on first
district is establisf (WQDy district) law which and second lier properties in the
itter the firsy hear |‘*L'{HHJL"~ eftective fLJJ'» 1. district of not more than 25
IS also appoint ai A'WOD is a w: 1y 1or people cents per $1000 of assessed val-
provide specific who live on and near a body of wuation
bout the district: (| water o help pay for water A WOD can not pass laws.
of the distriet (plat) quality mm:m;nunr Ramsay issue regulations adopt ordi-
the land parcels ar explained. “It's similar to g Iinces, exercise police powers,
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wanted it developed because of their concern tor water L|LIH[H-} in
the Lakes Region, They wanted a long lasting fertilizer that is

;\1un|‘1h;|1r frce

one that would not contribute to water pollution

and algae production in the lakes H_n'uu_-__th run-oft. iyl
The value-added ag product is of food grade. It ‘I'~It:dlh|r [ pro-
vides & continuous long-lasting feed tor lawns. The '\I}T\\'TLILJ‘:L
nature of the fertilizer means It remains in Ihc‘_w_m] m a form that is
available for the grass to use as it needs it. That steady flow :.!I
nutrients means a lawn may need fertilizer but three 'FllI'il.“\. .111 ]j.f.ll
once in the spring, once at mid-summer and again in l]lLsId-l .
Lake ‘N Lawn Saver fertilizer will be available next week at the
Dickinson County Soil Conservation Distnict Office. o
Anyone wishing to purchase the new fertilizer can also as
about its availability from their favorite lawn care provider
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Continued from page 1

meeting  within 30 days to
(1) if a district
should be formed, (2) the dis-
trict’'s  boundaries, and (3)
whether or not the boundaries
should be changed to exclude
land that 1s not likely to benefit
from the district

determine

With supervisor approval the
district 1s established 10 days
atter the first hearing. Supervi-
sors also appoint an engineer to
provide specific information
tbout the district: (1) An outline
of the district (plat), (2) A list of
the land parcels and owners in
the  district and (3) The
assessed value of those proper-
Farm land is not included
in the district

Next, supervisors hold a sec-
ond heanng to approve the dis-
trict boundaries as set by the
engineer. They have 10 days to
approve or disapprove the plat
and demographic information.

With supervisor approval of
the district’s boundaries, dis-
trict property owners are able to
vole to set the district tax levy
and choose the three trustees
1".';11u must be properiy owners
in the district). Thereafter one
new Lrustee i1s ¢ every
And every eight years dis-
(ricl volers must vote to contin-
ue the district and re-
the tax levy
business

L1es

ected
YAl

approve
[rustees transact
the district and
compensation for

LOr
rcccive no
their trustee services

General discussion followed
attorney presenta-
Lion It suggesied that
water quality protection activi-
ties and cost should be a greater

Ramsay's
WAS

community concern than a resi-
dential concern “The mer-
chants on Main Street are the
ones who benetit the most from
clean water in our lakes." said

Darryl Halling of Milford
“They're the ones making
money from the lakes’ (as a

valuable) asset.”

A  similar inference
oftered by another attendee
“The whole Lakes Area should
become a WQD so that the (1)
tax levy would be relatively
smaller for each taxpayer and
because (2) shop owners and
service providers should pay
their fair share of the cost tor
keeping the lakes clean so
tourists would keep coming and
they (merchants) could contin-
ue making money."

“The WQD is a way o gel
local seed money to qualify for
state and federal funding,” Dick
Ramsay said. Orville Berg,
Dickinson Soil and Water Com-
missioner and Chair of the
Clean Water Alliance Commit-
tee, agreed: “We need money to
attract matching funds.”

Jane Shuttleworth, Environ

mental Coordinator at Lakeside
Lab. said.

Wwas

we need tunding for
water quality improvement edu
cation. Sometimes ignorance of
the subject (water quality
improvement) 1s more damag
ing than the pollutants.”
Another attendee, Tim Ter
rill, Environmental Specialist
for the Dickinson Soil & Water

Conservation District agreed
with Shuttleworth, asserting,
“There needs to be more

emphasis on informing urban

are; ople W o

understand the importance (to
the Lakes Area) of improving
and maintaining lakes water
quality. It's important that the
whole community. not just
those who live around the lakes
understand that the lakes are all
In one watershed system and
that all of us need to help keep
them in good condition if we're
o continue to grow and pros-
per.”

Garnette Anderson, Arnolds
Park city council member,
added, “The Clean Water
Alliance has done a lot, but we
need to step up the pace if we're
going to protect these lakes.
And the question is not how
bad are the lakes, but how long
can we keep them sustainable.
Even if they're good quality, are
they going to be that way 80
years down the road? And what
are we doing today that will
harm them (the lakes) so they
won't be clean 80 years from
now?

“We need to find out. To me,
that’s the heart of it. It’s going
to be up to the community to

decide if it (maintaining waler
quality of the lakes) is impor-

tant to them or not. If the local
people don’t treasure them and
take care of them you're going
them (the lakes) —
you're going to lose your peo-
ple and and your towns and the
whole ‘shebang’. That’s the
heart of what this is all about.”
she concluded

Taxpayers Association mem-
bers took no action on the WQD
proposal, but in other business
elected DCTA directors for the

to lose

rec
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Sixleen leams throughott l- 4 have advanced
to the fifth annual lowa 'l 1*.'.|l'-11’_r1|~:'| contest, o pe
held Thursday, Apni 20, at the Springbrook State
Park located north of Guthre Center

Students competing in the contest will test their
knowledee of aguatics, torestry, soils, wildhie and
environmental 1ssues at several statior S ti.mulgh
out the park. In addition, the eams 'J-_H]I_u_:-uf. an
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Although at firs
Lawn Saver 7-()-
advanced course 11
and lawns, it i1sn’
CVer, 1S a course tl
0 take to beautif
save their lakes.

Lake ‘N Lawn S
percent chemical
bean meal lawn fe
avatlable in the |
week

Developed by 1l
servation and Devi
tion, a non-profit
helps people pro
their economic, 1
resources, Lake'D
under the directio
program coordinat

Koster explaine
started working on,
primarily for prote

This ferulizer is HTDq
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determine (1)

|DSI‘VCH district winners

The Dickinson Soil & Water
winners of the Soil & Water

"Community Waters”.

received in the Kind
Kay Oskvig, daughter of C

. of the district (pla

should be formed|
trict’s boundarig
whether or not ¥
should be changi
land that 1s not i)
from the district
With supervis
district s establ
atter the first he
sors also appoing

home schooled student.
Fourth to Sixth grade

who participated in this
The two posters will be
Shown: Kay Oskvig, Co

Conservation District an nounces two district level

Conservation Poster Contest, co-sponsored by
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance

| Districts of lowa. This year's themes were “

Dana Potter, daughter of Stuart
student at Spirit Lake Elementa

ergarten to First grade division.

arroll and Martha Oskvig of Milford, is a fourth grade
Kay's poster was ch
division.

Dana and Kay were presented with Distri

year's poster contest.

sent on to be judged at Regional level. 2SR
mmissioner Orville Berg and Dana Potter.

Company and

the Auxiliary of the Conservation
In the Children’s Hands” or

and Lissa Potter of Okoboji, is a first grade
ry. Dana’s poster was chosen from entries

osen from entries received in the

provide specifie

about the district: (

the land parcels
the district,
assessed value o
Farm land i|
in the distriet,
Next, superviso!
ond hearing to ap
trict boundaries &

engineer. They ha

L1es.

approve or disapprove the plat
and demographic information,
With supervisor approval of
the district’s boundaries, dis-
Irict property owners are able to
vote to set the district tax levy
and choose the three trustees

WIO TIve on ana near a poay or
water to help pay for water
quality improvement.” Ramsay
explained. “It's similar to a
dramnage district, water district.
or lighting district, ete. Think of
It 45 a home owners associa-
ion™ he said. “A WQOD is the
best method of creating a local
independent entity dedicated to
the single purpose of ImMproving
water quality in the district’

Ramsay said.

missioner

s Jless
stare"and tederal funding,” Di
Orville Berg,
Dickinson Soil and Water Com-
and Chair of
Clean Water Alliance Commit-
lee, agreed: “We need money to
attract matching funds.”

Maimur,

A WQD can not pass laws.
Issue regulations, adopt ordi-
HNCES, exercise police powers,
condemn land, or tax agricul-
tural land,

The process of establishing a
WQD begins when either 25
percent of all first and second
tier owners, or 25 individuals in

the proposed district (whicheyer
|

' S 1 w3 mEeEw

ck are we doing today that will
harm them (the lakes) so they
won't be clean 80 years from
now’’

“We need to find out. To me.
that’s the heart of it. It's going
to be up to the communitv 1

the




he U.S
Agriculture (UUSDA) 1s offering
new Reserve

Proeram (CRP) incentives for

Department of
onservanon
landowners to mnstall conservi-

along streams, wet-
nd other environmentally

tion butfers
|..Jlr'.lw il
Sensiave areas

he imcentives include signing
and more money for
mstalling and mamntaiming con-
practices. They are
the USDA's
new Sign-up period 22 for the
continuous CRP sign-up offer.

New CRP incentives are:
i1 ] p-iTont bonuses of $10 per
acre 10r even full year the con-
tract covers, This amounts to
3 100 to $ 150 per acre at the start
of the contract to defray installa-
tion costs Lor filter stnps, npan-
grassed waterways,
windbreaks, shelter belts,
and ving snow fences.
) Payments equal to 40 percent
f the installation cost of all con-
tinuous CRP practices, including
ontour buffer stnps and shal-
low water arcas for wildlife
in addition to the 50 per-

nt cost-share paid by USDA
for establishing certain approved

pPracuces

i MUses

sErvalon

enhancements 1n

an bulter.

field

hic 1
I s 1

3) Increases in mantenance rate
incentives for tree planting.
fencing, or water development
and updated marginal pasture
land rental rates to better reflect
the market value of these lands
(In most cases rental rates in
[owa increased slightly with this
update.)
4) An increase of 20 percent on
the average widths of filter strips
and npanan buffers to allow
farmers to square off field and
buffer boundanes for more etfi-
cient farming

Sign up perniod 22 began Apnl
6 and will continue through
September 30. Up to $100 mul-
lion will be provided (national-
ly) in signing and practice
bonuses in the current sign-up,
with $125 million each for fiscal
years 2001 and 2002, according
to Bob Soukup, State Executive
Director for the USDA Farm
Service Agency (FSA) in Towa

“Unlike the regular CRP the
continuous Sign-up program
allows producers to enroll elig:
ble highly environmental senst-
tive land at any time without
wailting for a sign-up penod or
competing against other otfers,”
Soukup said. “We're encourag-
ing landowners to consider
buffers as part of their conserva-

ton system.”

USDA offers new CRP incentives doctor concerned about

Conservation buffers prntuctaSEd farm cancer rate i

streams and nvers by keeping
sediment and nutrients from

entering the water, providing _

cleaner drinking water, enhanc->€€1MS to be environmental. It is Prﬂ‘f}ﬂbhf due to

Ing recreation,
wildlife habitats.
In announcing the new incen-
tives Leroy Brown, state conser-
Vatiomst  for the Natural
Resources Conservation Service

and improvingdsure to pesticides and herbicides.”

Dr. David Christ,
Northwest Iowa Urologists

INR{‘R] ."*i”ii. -11.1‘..".']..{: Plfﬂ-‘sf[] 'IHM

have more incentives to attract
more farmers to the program

By LAURA COONLEY

lowa farmers lead the way 1n the SPECIAL TO THE DCN
country in acres of buffers and!P Increased nsk of prostate
number of contracts in the con-© @ new Mayo Clinic study.

tinuous sign-up of CRP, but we'Wed 1,177 cancer-free males

ards from lifestyle factors.

Prostate cancer is the second leading cause of
death in men. It is more common in older men
but ¢an be found in men as young as 40), Christ

says says that life expectancy had a sigmiticant
etfect.

have thousands of miles of ™ Atthe end of the study, 8.5 !

streams that can be improved € In 10, of the farmers got
with buffers and at the same'nly 6.2 percent of the non-
time offer very fair incentives to €IS over the age of 70 were
likely to get prostate cancer

farmers.”

More than 25,000 lowa

landowners have entered more lemographics, build, tobacco
than 195,000 acres into the pro- AMily history of cancer and
gram. lowa has also provided ccount, The study concluded
new funding for buffers as part BVE a greater nsk of prostate
of the state’s $11.2 million water Prolonged exposure to farm
quality initiative passed by the [0 lifestyle factors like diet

legislature !
Landowners with questions and
interest should contact their
local USDA Farm Service
A_!:.."EHL'}
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Guest Editorial

tes Area soil testing

h*. anced Biology

Integrated crop management'

“More people are dying from prostate cancer
because people are living longer,” he said, “The
gtrf.?ulr:r a man s lite, the greater chance 1o have
|

The American Cancer Society estimates that
179.300 men will be diagnosed with prostate
cancer 1n- 1999, About 37.000 men die from
prostate cancer each year. Only lung cancer is
more deadly :

It is now possible to detect prostate cancer
before It becomes untreatable by chec King
Prostate Specific Antigen levels. which are pro-

students embark
an environmental project:

taking an active

S‘ urball Effects il“'f”'[\. LD |'|.l'1]:‘l

)

[0-H-0D

By Tim Terrill
Environmental Specialist

Many farmers know where
the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) is
located and what programs
are being offered, but few
understand the impact those
programs have on the envi-
ronment n the city,

A good example is the
Integrated Crop Management
(ICM) program that pays
farmers to use only the cor-
rect amount of fertilizer, her-
bicides, and pesticides on the
farm. It takes into account
past applications of phospho-
rus and reduces the economic
constraint on the farmer by
reducing the excess applica-
tion of tertlizer
But how does this eco-

nomically and environmen-
tally help the city dwellers?
Reducing the amount of
phosphorous will help con-
trol the algae blooms 1n our
lakes. This economically
attects the cily because clean
lakes generate economic
prosperity.

I'he other etfect ICM has
on the urban area 1s that 1t
can reduce health problems,
Herbicides don't just kill
plants; they often can cause
health problems. Many peo-
ple assume that the NRCS
only improves water quality,
but we also are in the busi-
ness of helping people.

For example, Atrazine 15 a
chemical that can have possi-
ble long-term effects on
humans such as liver and
kidney damage. It is also

believed that this may be a
carcinogen. The NRCS rates
atrazine and other chemicals
o determine if they are at a
high or low nsk of leaching
into ‘the soil or the wind. If
they are, a more environmen-
tally fnendly chemical is rec-
ommended

However, most of these
dangerous chemicals are on a
restricted use list anyway,
and are only used 1n trace
amounts. No one can know
all the possible long-term
eltegls 01 every combination
of eyery chemical, but we
can know the etfects some
chemicals have on certain
organisms. By treatng and
respecting nature, we are
proteeting the entire ecologi-
cal halance around us

water quality in
reat Lakes. The
i their project
eck

nedict. Terril's
ihigh school sci-
her and his

Bio studegts in
with the Natural
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) are offering o
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[his project the
trying to help
Prmine the exact
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I'he soil samples are being
gathered by the Terril stu-
dents and analyzed by the
Soil Testing Lab at lowa
State University,

According to Benedict, the
students have discovered that
one of the main chemical
pollution sources for the
lakes 1s excess fertilizer
runoff, particularly phospho-
rous from lawns

Considering the average
soil in Dickinson County has
two to three times the phos-
phorous needed for a healthy
lawn and much of the excess
that 1s applied goes directly
into the lakes during rains, it
is important to keep tabs on
the phosphorous levels with-
in vour lawn,” Benedict said

Benefits from this type ol
information include
improved water quality in the
[owa Great Lakes and direct
savings to consumers who no
longer need (o pay for unnec-

essary fertilizer.”

The students began sam-
pling soils on Thursday,
Sept. 28. Additional testing
will be done on an as-needed
basis. Those interested in
having their soil tested
should contact the Terril
School office at (712) 853-
ObIl1l.

“If you are unaware of the
exact nutrient levels in your
lawn, we highly recommend
vou take advantage of this

free service,” Benedicl
added.

The testing 1s funded by a
grant received from the

Carver Excellence in Educa-
tion Fund, which was
secured by a team of teachers
last spring. They included
Benedict, math instructor
Jean Wyatt and English
instructor Jennifer Geelan
Additional funds for the test-
ing are being secured by the
NRCS.




USDA offers new CRP i

he UU.S. Deparntment of
Agnculture (USDA) is offering
new Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) incentives for
landowners to install conserva-
tnon butfers along streams, wet-
lands and other environmentally

sensilive areas,

'he incentives include signing
bonuses and more money for
installing and maintaming con-
servation practices. They are
enhancements i1n the USDA's
new sign-up period 22 for the
continuous CRP sign-up offer.

New CRP incentives are:

1) Up-front bonuses of $10 per
acre for every ftull year the con-
tract covers, 1This amounts (o
$100 to $ 150 per acre at the start
of the contract to defray installa-
tion costs for filter stnps, npan-
an. buffer, grassed waterways,
field windbreaks, shelter belts,
and living snow fences.

2} Payments equal to 40 percent

f the installation cost of all con-
nunuous CRP practices, including
contour buffer stnps and shal-
low water areas for wildlife,
s 15 1in addition to the 50 per-
cent cost-share paid by USDA
for establishing certain approved

Pracrces.

3) Increases in mamienance rate
incentives for tree planting,
fencing, or water development
and updated marginal pasture-
land rental rates to better reflect
the market value of these lands.
(In most cases rental rates in
Towa increased slightly with this
update.)

4) An increase of 20 percent on
the average widths of filter strips
and npanan buffers to allow
farmers to square off field and
buffer boundanes for more effi-
cient farming.

Sign up peniod 22 began April
6 and will continue through
September 30. Up to $100 mil-
lion will be provided (national-
ly) in signing and practice
bonuses in the current sign-up,
with $125 million each for fiscal
years 2001 and 2002, according
to Bob Soukup, State Executive
Director for the USDA Farm
Service Agency (FSA) in lowa,

“"Unlike the regular CRP the
continuous sign-up program
allows producers to enroll eligi-
ble highly environmental sensi-
tive land at any time without
waiting for a sign-up period or
competing against other offers,"”
Soukup said. “We're encourag-
ing landowners to consider
buffers as part of their conserva-
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Guest Editorial

Area doctor concerned about
increased farm cancer rate -

[t seems to be environmental. It is probably due to
exposure to pesticides and herbicides.”

Dr. David Christ,

Northwest Towa U rologists

\

By LAURA COONLEY

SPECIAL TO THE DCN

Farmers have an increased risk of prostate
cancer, according to a new Mayo Clinic study.

Examiners followed 1,177 cancer-free males
in lowa for 10 years. At the end of the study, 8.5
percent, almost one in 10, of the farmers got
prostate cancer. Only 6.2 percent of the non-
tarmers did. Farmers over the age of 70 were
more than twice as likely to get prostate cancer
than non-farmers,

hey also took demographics, build. tobacco
and alcohol use, family history of cancer and
eating habits into account. The study concluded
that farmers may have a greater risk of prostate
cancer because of prolonged eXposure to farm
chemicals and not to lifestyle factors like diet
and exercise. )
; 'I_t seems to be environmental,” said Dr.
David Christ of Northwest lowa Urologists. “It
15 probably due to exposure to pexticiﬁi::s and
herbicides,’
~ Chnst provides specialized clinic services in
Storm Lake. where medical officials are also
seeing what appears to be i relatively high rate
of certain cancers, including patients from the
rural area.

Previous studies have found some connection
hem--.:en__t'armmg and prostate cancer, but this
was the first study to separate occupational haz-

ards tfrom lifestyle factors.

Prostate cancer is the second leading cause of
death in men. It is more common in older men
but can be found in men as young as 40. Christ
Says says that life expectancy had a sigmificant
efiect.

“More people are dying from prostate cancer
because people are living longer,” he saud. “The
greater a man s life, the greater chance 1o have
it.

_'T he American Cancer Society estimates that
179,300 men will be diagnosed with prostate
cancer in 1999 About 37,000 men die from
prostate cancer each year. Only lung cancer is
more deadly |

It is now possible to detect prostate cancer
t’;crurc It becomes untreatable by checking
Prostate Specific Antigen levels, which are pro-
duced in high amounts in prostate cancer cells

"It used to be that we couldn't find it until i
h)u‘d spread,” Christ said. “Now we can detect
PSA levels and detect it before it spreads out-
side of the prostate.”

sept. 20-26 is Prostate Screening Week, und
Christ suggests taking the time to be tested
Farmers are especially encouraged, but all men

over the age of 45 should be tested vearls
Appointments can be made with family doctors
for an exam and blood tests. Any abnormalities
can be then referred 1o a specialist

Integrated crop management's u

By Tim Terrill
Environmental Specialist

Many farmers know where
the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) is
located and what programs
are being offered, but few
understand the impact those
programs have on the envi-
ronment 1n the city,

A good example 1s the
Integrated Crop Management
(ICM) program that pays
farmers (o use only the cor-
rect amount of fertilizer, her-
bicides, and pesticides on the
farm. It takes into account
past applications of phospho-
rus and reduces the economic
constraint on the farmer by
reducing the excess applica-
tion ot fertilizer,

But how does this eco-

nomically and environmen- beli
tally help the city dwellers? carc
Reducing the amount of atraj
phosphorous will help con- 10 d
trol the algae blooms in our high
lakes. This economically into
atfects the city because clean they
lakes generate economic tally
prosperity omi
[he other effect ICM has H
on the urban area 1s that it dang
can reduce health problems. rest
Herbicides don't just kill and
plants; they often can cause anu
health problems. Many peo- all
ple assume that the NRCS effe
only improves water quality, of ¢
but we also are in the busi- can
ness of helping people. che|
For example. Atrazine isa  orgé
chemucal that can have possi-  resj
ble long-term effects on prot
humans such as liver and call

Kidney damage. It is also

Terril Advanced Biology
students are taking an aclive
role in efforts to help
improve the water quality in
the lowa Great Lakes. The
first step of their project
began last week

Marc Benedict, Terril's
junior high/high school sci-
ence teacher and his
Advanced Bio studegts in
partnership with the Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) are offering a
free soil test to resident of
the Lakes Area north of Mil-
lord,

Through this project the
students are trying to help
residents determine the exact
level of phosphorous, other
essential lawn nutrients
(nitrogen and lime) and pH
in order to assist them n
making the most effective
and environmentally sound
fertilizer application deci-
S10NS

The soil samples are being
gathered by the Terril stu-
dents and analyzed by the
Soil Testing Lab at lowa
State University.

According to Benedict, the
students have discovered that
one of the main chemical
pollution sources for the
lakes 1s excess fertilizer
runoff, particularly phospho-
rous from lawns.

“Considering the average
soil in Dickinson County has
two 1o three times the phos-
phorous needed for a healthy
lawn and much of the excess
that 1s applied goes directly
into the lakes during rains, it
is umportant to keep tabs on
the phosphorous levels with-
in your lawn.” Benedict said.

Benefits from this type of
information include
improved water quality in the
lowa Great Lakes and direct
Savings o consumers who no
longer need to pay for unnec-

essary fertilizer.”

The students began sam-
pling soils on Thursday,
Sept. 28. Additional testing
will be done on an as-needed
basis. Those interested in
having their soi1l tested
should contact the Terril
School office at (712) 853-
6111.

“If you are unaware of the
exact nutrient levels in your
lawn, we highly recommend
vou take advantage of this
free service,” Benedict
added.

The testing s funded by a
grant received from the
Carver Excellence in Educa-
tion Fund, which was
secured by a team of teachers
last spring. They included
Benedict, math instructor
Jean Wyatt and English
instructor Jennifer Geelan.
Additional funds for the test-
ing are being secured by the
NRCS.




USDA offers new CRP i

The U Jepartment of
Agnculture (USDA) 1s offering
new Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) incentives for
landowners to nstall conserva-
tion buffers along streams, wet-
lands and other environmentally
SENsSIve areas

[he incentives include signing
bonuses and more money for
installing and maintaining con-
servation practices. They are
enhancements in the USDA's
new sign-up penod 22 for the
continuous CRP sign-up offer.

New CRP incentives are;

1) Up-front bonuses of $10 per
acre for every full year the con-
tract covers. This amounts to
100 to $150 per acre at the start
of the contract to defray installa-
tion costs tor tilter strips, ripari-
an buffer, grassed waterways,
field windbreaks, shelter belts,
ind Living snow fences.

2) Payments equal to 40 percent
of the installatnon cost of all con-
tinuous CRP practices, including
contour buffer stnps and shal-
low water areas for wildlife
Ihis 15 10 addition to the 50 per-
cent cost-share paid by USDA
for establishing certain approved
praclices

3) Increases in mamntenance rate
incentives for tree planting,
tencing, or water development
and updated marginal pasture-
land rental rates to better reflect
the market value of these lands
(In most cases rental rates in
lowa increased slightly with this
update. )
4) An increase of 20 percent on
the average widths of filter strips
and nipanan buffers 1o allow
farmers to square off field and
buffer boundanes for more effi-
cient farming

Sign up period 22 began Apnl
6 and will continue through
September 30. Up to 5100 mil-
lion will be provided (national-
ly) in sigming and practice
bonuses in the current sign-up,
with $125 million each for fiscal
years 2001 and 2002, according
to Bob Soukup, State Executive
Director for the USDA Farm
Service Agency (FSA) in lowa,

“Unlike the regular CRP the
continuous sign-up program
allows producers to enroll eligi-
ble highly environmental sensi-
tnve land at any time without
walting for a sign-up penod or
competing against other offers,”
Soukup said. “We're encourag-
ing landowners to consider
buffers as part of their conserva-
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Guest Editorial

Area doctor concerned about

increased farm cancer rate

It seems to be environmental. It is probably due to
exposure to pesticides and herbicides.” :

Dr. David Christ,
Northwest lowa Urologists

\

By LAURA COONLEY
SPECIAL TO THE DCN

Farmers have an increased risk of prostate
cancer, according to a new Mayo Clinic study

Examiners followed 1,177 cancer-free males
tn lowa for [0 years. At the end of the study. 8 5
percent, almost one in 10, of the farmers got
prostate cancer. Only 6,2 percent of the non-
farmers did. Farmers over the age of 70 were
more than twice as likely to get prostate cancer
than non-farmers. h

They also took demographics, build, tobacco
and alcohol use, family history of cancer and
eatng habits into account. The study concluded
that farmers may have a greater risk of prostate
cancer because of prolonged eéxposure to farm
chemicals and not to litestyle factors like diet

irvel (ol Kl ada e

ards from lifestyle factors.
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Prostate cancer 1s the second leading cause of
death in men. It is more common in older men,
but can be found in men as young as 40. Christ
Says says that life expectancy had a significant
effect.

: h!'uh.r[f. people qre_dymg from prostate cancer
ccause people are living longer,” he suid, “The
greater a man's lite, the greater chance to have
It.
I'he American Cancer Society estimates that

179,300 men will be diagnosed with prostate |

cancer in- 1999 About 37.000 men die from
prostate cancer each year. Only lung cancer is
more deadly ‘
It I1s now possible to detect prostate cancer
Bumrc It becomes untreatable by checking
rostate Specific Antigen levels. which are pro-

Terril students embark
on environmental project:

Lakes Area soil testing

e
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Integrated crop management's u

By Tim Terrill
Environmental Specialist

Many tarmers know where
the Natural Resources Con-
servanon Service (NRCS) 1s
located and what programs
are being offered, but few
understand the impact those
programs have on the envi-
ronment in the city.

A good example 15 the
Integrated Crop Management
(1CM) program that pays
farmers (o use only the cor-
rect amount of fertilizer, her-
bicides, and pesticides on the
tarm. It takes into account
past applications of phospho-
rus and reduces the economic
constraint on the farmer by
reducing the excess applica-
tion of tertilizer.

But how does this eco-

nomically and environmen- beli
tally help the city dwellers? carc
Reducing the amount of atraj
phosphorous will help con- to d
trol the algae blooms in our high
lakes. This economically into
affects the city because clean they
lakes generate economic tally
prospenty omiy
The other effect ICM has H
on the urban area is that it dang
can reduce health problems. rest
Herbicides don't just kill and
plants; they often can cause ami
health problems. Many peo- all
ple assume that the NRCS efief
only improves water quality, of ¢
but we also are in the busi- can|
ness of helping people. che|
For example, Atrazine 1s a  orgé
chemical that can have possi- resy
ble long-term effects on prof
humans such as liver and call

kidney damage. It is also

Ternl Advanced Biology
students are taking an aclive
role 1n efforts to help
improve the water quality in
the Towa Grear Lakes, The
first step of their project
began last week.

Marc Benedict, Terril's
jumor high/high school sci-
ence teacher and his
Advanced Bio studepgts in
partnership with the Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) are offering a
free soil test to resident of
the Lakes Area north of Mil
ford.,

Through this project the
students are trying to help
residents determine the exact
level of phosphorous, other
essential lawn nutrients
(nitrogen and lime) and pH
in order to assist them in
making the most eltective
and environmentally sound
fertilizer application deci
51005,

The soil samples are being
gathered by the Terril stu-
dents and analyzed by the
Soil Testing Lab at lowa
State University.

According to Benedict, the
students have discovered that
one of the main chemical
pollution sources for the
lakes 1s excess fertihzer
runoff, particularly phospho-
rous from lawns.

“Considenng the average
soil in Dickinson County has
two (o three times the phos-
phorous needed for a healthy
lawn and much of the excess
that 1s apphied goes directly
mmto the lakes during rains, 1t
Is important o keep tabs on
the phosphorous levels with-
in your lawn,” Benedict said.
‘Benefits from this type of
information include
improved water quality in the
lowa Great Lakes and direct
savings to consumers who no
longer need to pay for unnec-

essary fertilizer.”

The students began sam-
pling soils on Thursday,
Sept. 28. Additional testing
will be done on an as-needed
basis. Those interested in
having their soil tested
should contact the Terril
School office at (712) 853-
6111.

“If you are unaware of the
exact nutrient levels in your
lawn, we highly recommend
you take advantage of this
free service,” Benedict
added.

The testing 1s funded by a
grant received from the
Carver Excellence in Educa-
tion Fund, which was
secured by a team of teachers
last spring. They included
Benedict, math instructor
Jean Wyatt and English
instructor Jennifer Geelan.
Additional funds for the test-
ing are being secured by the
NRCS.
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Integrated crop management conference

An Integrated Crop Man-
agement Conference is to be
held at the Dickinson County
Community Building, Spint
Lake on Wednesday, Jan. 3,
according to Joy Jana-
chovsky, Dickinson County
Extension Education Direc-
tor, and Paul Kassel, ISU
Extension Crops Field Spe-
cialist. The conference
begins with registration at
9:15 a.m. and concludes at
4:00 p.m. _

Several highly qualified
presenters from lowa State
University, ISU Extension
and the private sector are on
the program. This year Ses-
sion 1 & Session 2 will be
presented to the all the par-
ticipants. During Session 1,
Dr. Robert Hartzler, ISU
Extension Weed Manage-
ment Specialist, will discuss

weed management issues for
the coming growing season.
In Session 2, Dr. Richard
Carlson, ISU Climatologist,
will discuss weather expecta-
tions for 2001. There are
nine sessions on crop pro-
duction'to help you integrate
the latest crop production
information economically
into your operation.

Presenters and their topics
will include:

Dr. John Sawyer, ISU
Extension Soil Fertility Spe-
cialist, nitrogen management
Issues; Dr. Martin Rice, ISU
Extension Entomologist, a
look at new insect manage-
ment issues; Ron Hook, ISU
Extension Farm Manage-
ment, marketing strategies
for crop year 2001; Kris
Kohl, NW Iowa Extension
Ag Engineer, manure issues

S|apuspy ‘Buueay 1eq) 1y

Seek to establish water quality district

By Mike Jordan
Staff Writer

One of the long term goals
of the Clean Water Alliance
1s 10 establish a water quality
district for the lowa Great
Lakes watershed.

According to Donna Buell,
board member of both the
Okoboji Protection Associa-
tion and Friends of lowa
Lakeside Lab, that goal may
soon be a reality,

Through the work of Dick
Ramsay, @ Big Spirit Lake
home owner and retired
attorney from Des Moines,
the members of the Clean
Water Alliance will be peti-
tioning the Dickinson Coun-
ty Supervisors to establish a
walter quality district for the
lowa Great Lakes watershed.

Buell said, "Dick Ramsay,
working as an attorney/lob-
byist, got the state legislature
to pass legislation allowing
the establishment of recre-
ational lake districts around
the lakes within the state of
lowa in an effort to provide
funding for additional recre-
ational amenities near lowa
lakes, such as more boat
ramps.”

The Clean Water Alhance
visited with Ramsay indicat-
ing their feeling that the

recreational lakes districting
addressed too broad an area
and talked with him about
returning to the legislature to
work on a sub-category of
the recreational lake districts
that would address water

~ quality.

“Dick Ramsey got the
state legislature to
pass legislation allotw-
ing the establishment
of recreational lake
districts around the
lakes within the state
in an effort to provide
inding for additional
recreational amenities
near lowa lakes.”
-Donna Buell

Ramsay, through his lob-
bying efforts, got the legisla-
ture to allow for the estab-
lishment of water quality dis-
tricts within the state of lowa
for the water sheds of its
lakes.

The purpose of the water
quality district, according to
Buell, 1s to establish districts

update; Paul Kassel, NW
lowa Extension Crops Spe-
cialist, managing problems
related to high pH: Dr. Mar-
lin Rice, ISU Entomologist,
Corn Rootworms-New Eval
uation Tools & Products; Dr
John Sawyer, nitrogen and
phosphorus-theirnmpact on
water quality. Joel Delong,
NW lowa Extension {.Tl"ll'l
Specialist, finding useful
intemet intormanon

Registrations must be
postmarked by Dec. 26, Aller
that date, participants are not
guaranteed a noon meal

The fee covers conference
handouts, a noon lunch and
refreshments,

For more information
about the conference contacl
the Dickinson County Exten
sion Office at 336-3485.

that could serve the water
quality projects in the Lakes
Region by providing the
matching funds usually
required from grants received
by taxing the landowners
within the water quality dis-
trict; Those who normally
benefit the most from good
water quality.

On Jan. 2, 2001 the Clean
Water Alliance will petition
the Dickinson County super-
visors to establish a water
quality district around the
lakes of the lowa Great
Lakes Region watershed.

The purpose of its estab-
lishment will be 1o provide a
funding base for nceded
matching funds for grants
received for water quality
projects in the area

The water quality district
will include only the first two
tiers of property owners back
from a lake's shoreline.

Prior to a vote to establish
a water quality district, in
addition to the petition, two
public hearings must take
place on the issue. The first
one 15 hoped to be held in
mid-January followed by a
second in early spring. The
Clean Water Alliance hopes
to have the i1ssue put to a vote
sometime in May of 2001, It

EQIP applications sought

The USDA encourages state
landowners to apply for $3.3
million in conservation-cost
share  funds through its
Environmental Quality
Incentives Program to improve
land, water, and other natural
resources. Applications will
taken at USDA Service Centers,

About one-third in EQIP funds
are designated for statewide pri
ority resource concerns, includ-
Ing soil erosion, water quality,
manure management and orass-
lands, and will be available in
the statewide sign-up until
March 3. and based on how well
planned conservation work and
address statewide resource con-
cerns.

The remaining $2.3 million of
lowa’s EQIP funds are designed

for 46 geographical priority
arcas across the state. Local

work groups., which consist of
conservation agenciles and orea-

I = 1T N =13

the 1ssue passes a water qual-
ity district would be estab-
lished for the lowa Great
[Lakes watershed. Taxes to
provide funding for water
quality projects would not be
collected until 2002 Buell
indicated.

Only those property own-
ers who are registered voters
living in the first two tiers
back from the lakes within
the watershed would be vot-
ing on the water quality dis-
trict’s establishment. They,
loo, would be the only prop-
erty owners affected by the
fax.

“A five member board of
trustees will govern the water
guality district, two appoint-
ed by the lTowa Department
of Natural Resources and
three coming from within the
water quality district,” Buell
said

'‘Everyone will benefit,”
Buell added. "Although the
Water quality district will not
thitiate any projects; they
will allocate funds for the
yarious projects within the
watershed regarding water

uality. For example, Mil-
prd’'s city water company

'i WATER QUALITY
Continued on Page 2A
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ed in the sign-up are encouraged
to mquire about other L't'nl—'-.l"::.irc
options.

Under EQIP, USDA provides
technical assistance, up to 75
percent cost-share on certain
structural practices and incentive
payments to producers who
enter five to l0-year contracts
based on conservation plans.
There is a $10.000 per year
limit, with a total limit of
550,000,

EQIP practices include but are
not limited to grassed water-
Wways, manure management
tacilities, terracing, pest man-
agement, ag drainage wellhead
protection and pasture manage-
ment, Other practices include
tree planting, windbreaks, strip |
cropping, conservation tillage,
wildlife habitat management and
wetlands restoration, enhance-
ment or creation.

Producers who have land in the
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Integrated crop management conference

An Integrated Crop Man-
agement Conference is 0 be
held at the Dickinson County
Community Building, Spint
Lake on Wednesday, Jan. 3,
according to Joy Jana-
chovsky, Dickinson County
Extension Education Direc-
tor. and Paul Kassel, ISU
Extension Crops Field Spe-
cialist. The conference
begins with registration at
9:15 a.m. and concludes at
4:00 p.m.

Several highly qualified
presenters from lowa State
University, ISU Extension
and the private sector are on
the program. This year Ses-
sion | & Session 2 will be
presented to the all the par-
ticipants. During Session 1,
Dr. Robert Hartzler, ISU
Extension Weed Manage-
ment Specialist, will discuss

weed management issues for
the coming growing season.
In Session 2, Dr. Richard
Carlson, ISU Climatologist,
will discuss weather expecta-
tions for 2001. There are
nine sessions on crop pro-
ductionito help you integrate
the latest crop production
information economically
into your operation.

Presenters and their topics
will include:

Dr. John Sawyer, ISU
Extension Soil Fertility Spe-
cialist, nitrogen management
Issues; Dr. Martin Rice, ISU
Extension Entomologist, a
look at new insect manage-
ment issues; Ron Hook, ISU
Extension Farm Manage-
ment, marketing strategies
for crop year 2001; Kris
Kohl, NW Iowa Extension
Ag Engineer, manure 1ssues
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Seek to establish water quality

By Mike Jordan
Staff Writer

One of the long term goals
of the Clean Water Alliance
15 to establish a water quality
district for the lowa Great
Lakes watershed.

According to Donna Buell, |
board member of both the
Okoboji Protection Associa-
tion and Friends of lowa
Lakeside Lab, that goal may
soon be a reahty.

Through the work of Dick
Ramsay, a Big Spint Lake
home owner and retired
attorney from Des Moines,
the members of the Clean
Water Alliance will be peti-
tioning the Dickinson Coun-
tv Supervisors to establish a
water gquality district for the
lowa Great Lakes watershed.

Buell said, "Dick Ramsay,
working as an attorney/lob-
byist, got the state legislature
to pass legislation allowing
the establishment of recre-
ational lake districts around
the lakes within the state of
lowa in an effort to provide
funding for additional recre-
ational amenities near lowa
lakes, such as more boat
ramps.”

The Clean Water Alliance
visited with Ramsay indicat-
ing their feeling that the

recreational lakes distncting
addressed too broad an area
and talked with him aboul
returning to the legislature to
work on a sub-category of
the recreational lake districts
that would address water
quality.

“Dick Ramsey got the
state legislature to
pass legislation allow-
ing the establishment
of recreational lake
districts around the
lakes within the state
in an effort to provide
funding for additional
recreational amenities
near lowa lakes.”
-Donna Buell

Ramsay, through his lob-
bying efforts, got the legisla-
ture to allow for the estab-
lishment of water quality dis-
tricts within the state of lowa
for the water sheds of 1ts
lakes.

The purpose of the water
quality district, according o
Buell, is to establish districts
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update; Paul Kassel, NW
[owa Extension Crops Spe-
cialist, managing problems
related to high pH: Dr. Mar
lin Rice, ISU Entomologist.
Com Rootworms-New Eval-
uation Tools & Products; Dr
John Sawver, nitrogen and
phosphorus-theirampact on
water quality; Joel Delong,
NW lowa Extension Crop
Specialist, finding useful
ipternet intormation

Registrations be
postmarked by Dec. 26. Altel
that date, participants are not
guaraniecd a noon meal

The fee covers conlerence
handouts, a noon lunch and
refreshments,

For more information
gbout the conference contact
the Dickinson County Exten-
sion Office at 330-3488

must

that could serve the water
quality projects in the Lakes
Region by providing the
matching funds usually
required from grants received
by taxing the landowners
within the water quality dis-
trict; Those who normally
benefit the most from good
walter quality.

On Jan. 2, 2001 the Clean
Water Alliance will petition
the Dickinson County super-
visors to establish a water
quality district around the
lakes of the lowa Great
Lakes Region watershed.

The purpose of its estab-
lishment will be to provide a
funding base for needed
matching funds for grants
received for water qualhity
projects in the area,

The water quality district
will include only the first two
tiers of property owners back
from a lake's shoreline.

Prior to a vote to establish
a water quality district, in
addition to the petition, two
public hearings must take
place on the 1ssue, The first
one is hoped to be held in
mid-January followed by a
second in early spring. The
Clean Water Alliance hopes
to have the issue put to a vote
sometime in May of 2001, If
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EQIP applications sought

The USDA encourages state
landowners to apply for $3.3
million in conservation-cost
share  funds  through its
Environmental Quality
Incentives Program to improve
land, water, and other natural
resources. Apphcations will
taken at USDA Service Centers.

About one-third in EQIP funds
are designated for statewide pri-
onty resource concerns, includ-

g soil erosion, water quality,
manure management and grass-
lands, and will be available in
the statewide sign-up until
March 3. and based on how well
planned conservation work and
address statewide resource con-
cerns.

The remaining $2.3 million of
lowa's EQIP funds are designed
for 46 geographical priority
arcas across the state. Local
work groups, which consist ol
conservanon agencies and orga-
nizations, will hold sign-ups for
producers who live within the
respective areas. Apphications
will be ranked locally and select-
ed for funding based on how
conservatton work will address
locally dentihed priorities
Most local SIEN-Ups will be held
this spring,

Producers who are not accept-

ed in the sign-up are encouraged
to inguire about other cost-share
options.

Under EQIP, USDA provides
techmcal assistance, up to 75
percent cost-share on certain
structural practices and incentive
payments (o producers who
enter five to [0-year contracts
based on conservation plans.
lhere is a $10,000 per year
limit, with a total limit of
530,000,

EQIP practices include but are
not limited to grassed water-
Ways, manure management
facilities, terracing, pest man-
agement, ag drainage wellhead
protection and pasture manage-
ment, Other practices include
tree planting, windbreaks, strip
cropping, conservation ullage,
wildlite habitat management and
wetlands restoration, enhance-
ment or crealion

Producers who have land in th
lowa Great Lakes or Silver Lake
watersheds or have land within
one mile of the Little Sioux
River or one mile from the west
fork of the Little Sioux River are
located 1n an EQIP Priority Area
Watershed. The sign-up for pro-
ducers located in priority areas
will be held in February.
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hed Gonservation Distriet. said WATER QUALITY Pat Boddy, Des Moines, facilitated tha latest of water
quality meetings in Dickinson County.

teria, Y could apply for grants 1o Continued on Page 2

=re e . 1 e P T (N . s e 1 L 1 ‘ALM_




001

“Letters to the Editor

Water quality L]!‘\[!lLl 1N L{llLH[IUH

' the article arding the potentia
Quality [}:-mi,r

i .
.'r‘\.l.rl.i
Waler =L!|||.|||!"- distric

Wednesday

| |*~[|L 15C0E gstab

|!hri:l|1. “1II|"f._"'\iu s daccept

petition ) on the front page of voul

P ediion. However

the article nention that the district

||~r|--r and a number of other
distnict, For instances

lnuars | was dismaved that

chidd naot n question 15 a
i tted critical J\[‘-L'-Lf‘w 4]
such i WY 18 0T
not!

I'he Water Quality Tax District in question s an ill con
cerved |?-|~Iii O TAISC X 1T MY irom the Property owners in
the district with some exceptions. That distriet is .all land
which touches the lake, river, or stream and land which but
tor a road or public land touches the lake, river or stream
(lawver 10 by th!fla,lfllt
(hirst f1ier) and the seci
back) that will be in the

O acuvities to monitor and improve the

1 the distrnict and who 1s

'ﬂl"L':!L ST10TE ||”:.'

property

i1 1S ‘,|||,'
mnd el

cdhistrict

PROPErTY
owners (one
1 Vanen
widler quality of the
lowa Greal Lakes, The exception is farm property owner
I wias thought the Farm Bureau people
not support such a tax!

[he lowa Great Lakes belong
and abused by people trom all over lowa . the Midwest and
other pans of the country, The residual and active ineredients
Oof years of artificial rertithzers i1-c-‘|]L:--|.J'L‘- and
land has drained into

poart trathic, t

UWNErNs

road taxed 1o fund

exempred, s would

to lowa, The lakes are

used

herbicides,
ed on farm
plethora of
ards o the nuilsance el

hydrod

tuncides spraved and dust
and polluted the water. The
) horse power outbe

rom the
K15, have
irectly anto the water

10 the waie

emitted lnerally wons ol arbons .o

Fhe storm sewer run off from properties rsfied has

! |"1I1 L|L'-'L‘-':_'1"i'|1,*-, 15-

to hist but a tew pollu-

Irom dnve-way ca

and lawn termbzers

wiashed evervthing

carded antitreeze

tants, into the waters. The vears of beautiful fire works dis
plays over the waters have allowed detnmental amounts of
[|‘|| ~1":--r||- and mitrates. as well 1OXI1C heavy metals. 1o
nate the wiale Iromically, the Spirit Lake Prot y
SRC1AtON spends approximately /5% of their yearly budeet

on tire works and at the same nme advocates 1
lawn tertihizer!), And, 1o add insult 1o njury
countless lakes residents using septic tanks
yvards of the shore line!

My point 15 that to charge the shore and near shore-line
property owners with the onus of responsibility for providing
funds, through taxation, to monitor and improve the water
quality of the lowa Great Lakes 1s ludicrous! There are
equitable and fair ways to raise moneys o support
the water gquality, A commumnity that can raise $7 milhon to
Save the Park can certainly enough money o Save and
Protect the Lakes Park would not

exist!

10N phosphorus
there dare stll

some within 200

countless

ralse
without which the even
[he designers of this scheme maintain 1t s neht to tax the
property owners as it 15 they that profit trom hav-
ing quahlity water! [They are wotally i1s the tounst
industry; the motels, réstaurants, mannas. gas stations, etc

that profit from the people who come (o stay It 1s the
eal estate agents that won't be making commissions if the
water goes bad Eurasian Watermiltoil and/or

Zeb hose are st some ot the tolks and oregam

| v
ks i
e RL ‘*!In.'.._

wrone. It
a while

with ¢-coli
bra mussel
151 YE s !=I||- LA VLY | 14 .\,||,
high standard ot water quality
| encourage all the property owners included i the pro
posed Tax Distnct to attend the January 16 meeting and to
bring their thoughts on the mattes You may want o repre
sent your neighbors out of state folks that will not be allowed
to vote sounds a bit like taxation without representation! The
quality ot our water 1s very important and the maintenance
and improvement of that water i1s the responsibility ot all ot
us that enmjoy and appreciate the lakes !
DK Halling
20320 232nd Ave
Milford, lowa 51351
he water

EAIOrs note; -or comy

. ole { 'II:'; :'n._.

Y =111+
gLain
"*f.;.'.l{'-' i"...‘-':.'"-j':'.;'!,'.

update afier the January 16
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Continued from Page 1

Fhree of those trustees
would be elected from resi-
dents within the distnct. The
other two would be appont-
¢d by the DNR and would
have o own property within

the district

| Ajde

| 3

[LJ{II Sinee watel I..|‘.Ix=hl'~ ayen-
u"”.l LLLH already exist in the
W08 s |.akes Reeion to deal with

Bf app most water quality activities,
:ﬁ'ﬁ{ the water qu l!m district here

\1932) would not be a 'doer’ but a
‘tunder’ for water gquahity
W oumn : _ :
—_ activities. That 1s 1ts purpose
For every dollar received
e — 2

within the district
funds could be
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of the pubhic he:

then up to the Sups

decide, with 1n

ti oned
whether or not to

the water quality dige—=

If the supervisor
o0 ahead with the
ment of a water (U
trict they would thegs 3
an enginecr o '!TL[}
liminary plat of thel Y
boundaries within 3§ @
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“Is it fair to
tax only thos
B nronuer

r r
1

DCN Photo by Phil Brown
concerned citizens.
nces, exercise police powers or con-

land. There would be five trusiees for
'['H“-t"..i water qlmhl‘, distnct
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lished for
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funding
ished there late
the
approved urban renewal plan
will be used as

to implement fire protection ome residents to leave the
for the homes in those add, well maintained road the
nons Wy 1t 1s

The supervisars held a Fven thoueh DIEVIOU K

public hearing on the |

(fron

surtaced
Dan Bckert, Dickinson
County | stated that
trathic counts on the

Lake Ih'u'!willn-_ 11
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arca and road

Kelly's Beach, have sought to  were under 60 vehicles nes
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arity 1ssue for the

PLel X HRneErgiment |

a low pn
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Supennsors approve Llrban

By Mike Jordan streel road project that runs  promised * :
Staff Writes from Lake Park to Highway as far bacl
I'he Dickinson County 50 10 the north west CLO .f the presen t
supervisors, after holding a  the county i 10 loolint
public hearing on the i1ssue \lthoueh thes oI res feasibilit r .
approved an Urban Renewal dents in attendance at the | nilh I SUPERWSOHS
Area Il plan for addivons meectine both for and acaindt — — ontinmd
'th"!l'_,’ East Okobaopn Lake's Lhi paving ol (e ro 'r i .
amllh and eastern shore line .|~_'r-.'|. ment wis reached as o
lhose additions residents when or even ot the road wil
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By Mike Jordan 2/~ % 7-ol

Staff Writer

Steve Anderson has been named
to the position of coordinator for
the Silver Lake Watershed Project
by the Dickinson County Soil and
Water Conservation District

In this new position 1t will be
Anderson’s job to write a grant to
fund water gquality activities for the
project, He will also be responsible

for educating the public regarding
the project, all public relations for
the project and meeting all the
requirements tor the 319 EPA gramt
application.

The 319 EPA grant 1s both a fed-
eral and state tunded grant from
conservationists and the Depart
ment of Natural Resources accord
ing to Anderson

Anderson’s position is funded by

__Ht-;lrnl. East
Okobon Lakes

Clean Water Alliance
develops natural allies

By Jane Shuttleworth
Correspondent

Keeping our water c¢lean
has been the focus of a van-
ety of interest groups. The
collaborative efforts of these
groups 15 paramount to their
success. They seem to be
achieving that

The Clean Water Alliance
held 11s winter meeting on
Wednesday, January 17 at the
Waitt Water Quality Lab at
lowa Lakeside Laboratory.
Present were representatives
of the Department of Natural
Resources, Dickinson Coun-
ty Soil and
Water Conser
vation Distriet,
Dickinson
County Con-

servation

Improvement
Corporation,
Friends ol
Lakesiade Lab,
Inter-lL.akes
Protective
Association
lowa Natural
Heritage Foundation, Natural
Resources Conservation Ihs-
trict. Okobon Protective
Association, Spirit Lake Pro
tective Association, and the
11 S Fish and Wildhife Ser-
Vice
The Clean Water Alhance
is 4 watershed-partnership
oreanization that formed 11
"n.L"I-'H_\ dae0 10 Llllii_"l. and avoud
;iupm;u-lwu of water quality
protection efforts in the lowa
Great Lakes region. The
Alliance now mcludes over
two dozen private and gov-
ernmental organizations.
Meetings are held quarterly
and are open 1o the public
Tim Terrill, Environmental
Specialist, kicked the meet-
ing off with a progress report
on the year 2000 accomplish
ments of the Alhances Lone
Ranee Waler {Jtl;lhl\ Protec-
tion Plan
The long range plan, com
pleted in 1999.15 the mosl
Ct‘-'l]'l["'h'”’t'“”“"‘kl walcl m}|H.1|!'II_‘n
protection document evel
'F:rndl.lw-.'l for the lowa Greal
Lakes, and the first such ]ﬂ.’IH
of its kind 1n the entire state
ol lowia
Walter guality proteciion
requires the ”-mh:_m'ti and
gomplimentar) efforts ol
public awareness water qual-
18’

The plan
coordinates and || or
simplifies the task of | ot

water quality

profection by
listhag specific gonls,
and objectives. ACTES I'he

monitoring and research,
and implementation of best

management pracliices such
as conservation agriculture
practices and urban runoft
control. The Plan highlights
the complexity of ndividu
als, orgamzations and gov-
ernment agencies needed to
implement water guality pro-
tection efforts

At the same tume. the plan
coordinates and simphifies
the task of water quality pro-
tection by listing specific
goals and objectives and the
lead organizations (o accom-
plinll those ':!u.'ih_

To date, Terrill indicated
several major
goals ot the
plan have been
accomplished
mitiated
Over 60 acres
wetland
were restored
[0 control nutri
eénl runoil
hieher than the

targicted vear

20N 5._"11_‘!] (%] 51)

DickinsiOn
County Soil
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict worked with the lowa
LLakes Resource Conservi-
tion and Development
agency to develop a local
brand of lake-friendly, zero-
phosphorus lawn fertilizer,
'Lake n Lawn Saver”, now
avatlable at local nurseries.
The Cooperative Lakes
Area Monitoring Program
coordinated by Lakeside
Laboratorys Waitt Walter
Quality Lab, continues m 1its
second year and volunteer
participation in 2000
increased from 28 to over 4()
volunteers. The Dickinson
County Conservation Board,
[owa Lakeside Lab, Iowa
Lakes Community College
and local schools have devel
n.:i‘.-';l.i wiatel f_itj.'ii'li‘_\ currici-
lum for middle school chil
dren. However, the t:"L1i'| 15 o
latement ol _!-.".ﬂk and 15 not
a funding source. Many goals
remain outstanding and exist-
ing '1:L-|.u_"._1‘~ are 1n \1;1”.'."'{] 0l
being discontinued due Lo
lack of funding. Local fund-
ing sources are needed to
.1“}.1L| government arants {o1
wetland restoration and other
caonservation ;11__1ruullmu
practices
Traditionally, non-profit

CLEAN WATER

Continued on Page 2

a grant that was written (hree
months ago but not awarded l_mlll
January 16. Anderson has frormthat
date until April 16 10 complef@ the
grant and have it delivered 1gies
Moines

"This is a clean water project
grant. It is due April 16. It includes
all of the watershed for Silverlake
the lake situated next to the ity ol
Lake Park in Dickinson Caunty

g =
—

——
=T

L

B

MirrE{odd T\

Anderson named watershed coordinator

Sixty-five percent of the lake's
watershed 15 1in Dickinson County
Thirty percent of Silver Lakes
watershed 18 in Osceola County and
five percent of its watershed lies in
Jackson County in Minnesota. This
grant applhicathon, however, only
covers the two countes 1in lowa,”
Anderson said

Anderson plans to hold public
intormational meetings at the end

of January or the first of February
10 begin an extensive public rela-
tions campaign to find out what the
people in Silver Lake's watershed
want and need in regard to dealing
with water quality concerns and
issues for their lake.

WATERSHED

Continued on Page 2

Don’t miss DCCB’s
Sandhill Crane To

Sandhtll Crane Tour will
be held March 16 -18 in
Grand Island, Neb. March 3
is the last day to sign up.

Each spring some 500,000
Sandhill Cranes gather along
the Platte) River:"Staging
Area ‘during their northward
migration, Add 7-9 million
geese and ducks, thousands
of songbirds, a few Bald
Eagles and Whooping Cranes
and you have a truly spectac-
ular wildlife phenomenon!

Other highlights of this
tour include

* Pioneer Park Nature
Center-with lhive raptors, buf-
falo, and elk plus more at
Lincoln, Neb.

* Crane Mcadow Nature
Center and guided bus tour

* Special Dinner program
“Crane Lore” will be given
by Naturalist Eric Volden of
the Crane Meadows Nature

Center

* Hastings Museum of
Natural and Cultural History
and IMAX Theater

* University of Nebraska
State Museum and Mueller
Planetarium

» A Sandhill Crane Sunrise
on the Plat& River, plu}
much more '

COST: $90 per person
plus motel. Cost includes:
transportation, entrances fees
to Crane Meadow Nature
Center, Hastings Museum,
and University of Nebraska
State Museum, Friday night
dinner and naturalist pro-
gram, and IMAX Theatre
admission.

For information contact
Barbara Tagami, Naturalist
for Dickinson County Con-
servation Board at (712) 338-
4238.
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lowa Great Lakes Watershed Long Rang:
Water Quality Protection Plan Summary
Goal 1: Education aboul waler guality istues is the o
o3l effective method of pollution prevention. It is @ Ll
long process, and must use both miormal and i rnal met
ods including the media, public educallion progiems a
chool and college cumculum, Focus: mban and agnouitu
al pollution sources, best management fra
'u:a.P(L.['-l!.l{.." u RN

i.-'__.];;'.t.::...::--l- i i
Board, lowa Lakende Lab, lowa Lakes Communiry (
lege, Department of NMatural Resources, and the Iowa G
Lakes Clean Wiater Project

Goal 13 Decrease the mmount of wrban poliution enteris

"D player dong

Don’t mi
Kiwanis. Four
® remote control
Sa.n by Radio Shack

top prize donati
Additional p
awarded, includ
gories of priz
pame high sc¢

youth through

the lowa Greal Lakes, including phosphorus from lawns as
golf courses; need (o add new residences to Jowas G
| Lakes Sanitacy Sewer Syslem; (o develop county=-wid
storm water ordinance and management plan; watershe
[

witle sdoplion of county shoreline and silt fence oidinance

Sandhill Crane Tour will
be held March 16 -18 1n
Grand Island, Neb. March 3
is the last day to sign up.
] Each up\ring some 500,000 hge category th
Sandhill Cranes _‘-.5:1[!:1:.‘[ alongl.™ .s1or Gan
the Platie River Sldg"“g-gumﬂs donated
Area’yduring their northward

Lead organizations: Dickinson County Loning Boa
Dickinson County Soil and water Conservation Distn
lowa Greal Lakes Seaitary. Sewer District, Inter-Lake Pro
BLlivE ALY I-_|.||.|-\.'I|....-'\.I.':II||.II Rewounce Conservalion Servis

Goal 3: [mplement a hazardous spill protection plan
traffic accident involving vehicles transporting hazardo
maternals could Creatg an instant r:u;.:c-.l-.- and cnsis for U
waler gquality of the lown Gireat Lakes, Need: develop
emerpency spill management and prevention plan

Lesd arganization: County Emergency Manageme:

| 3
) - 1O A
¥ -0

Icam

nnd ( -t"iﬁ'n nviEs

Goal & Expand sall 1o effcciiyedyaddiess Adliance gon

migration. Add 7-9 muillion

Electronics and
duions. In the

geese and ducks. thousands

irstL prize 1s a
esart weker
ackage of thi
wo nights and
gift certificate.
1s a Brooks go
four rounds of
a cart.

of songbirds, a few Bald
Eagles and Whooping Cranes
and you have a truly spectac-
ular wildlife phenomenon!

Other highlights of this
tour include:

» Pioneer Park Nature
Center-with live raptors, buf-
falo, and elk plus more at
Lincoln, Neb.

* Crane Meadow Nature
Center and guided bus tour

« Special Dinner program
“Crane Lore” will be give
by Naturalist Eric Volden o
the Crane Meadows Natur

Lead organization: Dickinson Countly Sobl and Wate
Comyervation Dhstngi

Goal 5: Eswblish lowa Greal Lakes walershed and lak
maonitoring program: need for comprebensive and loog tem
commitment o waler guality monitonng and resecarch 1
maonitor healih of lowa Great Lakes, identify pollutio
sources and develop best management praciaces

Water quali
By Steve Anderson Sedi
Silver Lake Clean Water known
Project Coordinator are filli
This is the second in a ally lake
 series of four articles that  up with
will rtalk about concerns with
' lakes and watersheds with a
| special emphasis on Silver
| Lake and the Silver Lake
. Warershed.

Sediment is a natural pol-
lutanl iﬂ our |ﬂkﬂ5. In the tillage, mstallation of long-term bulfer stnps, and other pro
Silver Lake watershed, sedi- Once a 4 grams
ment iS a primur}.r ]J'U”u{iinl Ufr[;liﬁ pe Lead organization: Dickinson County Soil and wate

- - ['H Canservation District, Natural Resources Conservation Ser
i - l =R ke
lhat 5 5[0“"'}" ““l“m _up bll WIII Ir:"’ re Yico., Eh:p.uluu:nr of Notwural Resources, Farm Service B .

Lead organizations: Waitt Waler Quality Lab, Jlowa Lake

side Lab; Cooperative Lakes Area Monitoring Projec
CLAMP), courdinated by Waitt Lah

Goal 6: Creale permanent funding mechaniym for Clear
Water Alllance scuvilics o the lowa Crreat Lakes. Need fo
funding to implement plan goals. Rescarch possible funding

jundds

soufces, aod wass 1o malch Jocal wilh EOVETnimcnl
Lead o stions: Natural Heritage Foundation, R(
| &D, Chamber of Commerce. Dickinson County 501 ams
| Warer Conwervalion [J'."-!:l.f.
Goal 7: Continue (o decrease agncultural pollutio
IIJ’||"I.||.:r"'| cxpanded implementation of Consccvation agricul

ture Program such as weland restoralions, conservalor

spmr 1 ol c

| 3t Wepdatsumranak Sy o4 Agency, lowas Natural Heritage Foundation
eiaueut) pue digsiopes] UASISUOD [EY Ascocy, Jowa

Goal B: Incresse local invalvement in Clean Wate

Alluance and add new members

Lead organization: Clean Water Alliance moembers
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Staff Writer
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fund water quality actiX

: 1£¢ depth was 30
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ddded.

It could be six
months
Anderson
whether the grant
application has been
accepted and the pro-
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Clean Water Alliance &

develops natural allies

By Jane Shuttleworth
Correspondent

Keeping our water clean
has been the focus of a van-
ety of interest groups. The
collaborative efforts of these
groups 1S paramount to their
success. They seem Lo be
achieving that.

The Clean Water Alliance
held 11s winter meeting on
Wednesday, January 17 at the
Waitt Water Quality Lab at
lowa Lakeside Laboratory.
Present were representatives
of the Department of Natural
Resources, Dickinson Coun-

management practices such
as conservation agriculture
practices and urban runofl
control. The Plan highlights
the complexity of individu-
als, organizations and gov-
ernment agencies needed to
implement water quality pro
tecton eftoris

Al the same time, the plan
coordinates and simplifies
the task of water gquality pro-
tection by listing specific
eoals and objectives and the
lead organizations to accom
plish those goals.

To date, Terrill indicated
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By Steve Anderson
Silver Lake Clean Water
Project Coordinator

This is the second in a
series of four articles that
will talk abour concerns with
lakes and watersheds with a
special emphasis on Silver
Lake and the Silver Lake
Watershed.

Sediment is a natural pol-
lutant in our lakes. In the
Silver Lake watershed, sedi-
ment is a primary pollutant
that is slowly filling up Sil-
ver Lake, So what is sedi-
ment?

Well, sediment can be just
about anything that can be
carried in the water and can
be suspended in the water for
any period of tume. Sedi-
ment 1s usually thought of as
muck or mud, or in other
words, soil. Organic maten-
al can also be considered
sediment. Organic materials
would be like plant matenials
that are breaking down,
Usually organic materials
will break down quickly but
still leave particles that will
settle out and what 1s left is
sediment. Sediment can be
classified as a pollutant.

Larger then natural sediment
loads can limit fish habitat,

lower dissolved oxygen lev-
els, lower water clarity, and
also increase nutrients which
in turn cause large algae
blooms. So what sediments
are 1s a type of pollution,
which means that soil and
dead plant materials like,
yard waste, are all polluting
agents.

The plan
coordinates and
simplifies the task of
~ water quality

protection by

several major

Sediment 15 commonly
known as the matenrials that
are hilling up the lake. Usu-
ally lakes will naturally fill
up with sediment and it usu-
ally takes thousands of vears.
Yet most of the lakes in lowa
are filling up faster then they
would naturally, The sedi-
ments dare entering the lakes
at very high rates and it is
due to human contribution
Once a lake gets filled (o a
certain point usually people
will try removing all the sed-
iment in the lake otherw)se
known as dredging. Dredg-
ing a lake is usually a mult
million-dollar process that
can take up 10 vears or more
to accomphish, Yet dredging
1S @ worthless process if
practices are not done to pre
vent the sediments from
coming 1nto the lake. So
where does the sediment
come from and what can be
done to prevent sediment
from getting into the lake”

Well the Silver Lake
Watershed 1s about 16,000
acres 1n s1ize and about 76%
ol those acres are agncultur-
al cropland, which, con

tnbutes to the sediment com-

ing into the lake. Yer, the
Cily storm sewers also

attribute to the sediment
loads entering Silver Lake.
Other sources of sediment
can come from shoreline ero-
sion and any other type of
runoff that will enter the lake
or a stream coming into Sil-
ver Lake. These are the
areas that will be targeted by
the Silver Lake Watershed

epals of
plan have
accomplished
or initiated
Over 60 acres
of wetland
were restored
to control nutr
ent runott

hicher than the

the

heen

Clean Waiter Project that the
Soil and Water Conservation
District of Dickinson and
Osceola counties are work-
ing to establish

From the agricultural side
of the watershed a Clean
Water Project could help 10
minimize the sediment delis
ery to the lake by working
with the landowners and
operators 1o establish proper
conservaton practices. The
practices that would be to
use are hke filter strips along
the drainage ditches that
drain into Silver Lake
[here could be some areas
where grassed waterw dys
could be established to mini-
mize erosion. Also terraces
could be established to mini-
MIZE CrOSION N sOmMe are:s
W etland restorations would
.’.|‘~r- ti:'i[‘ to slow the ~.|.'|_{I
ments coming into the lake
as well. Working with the
landowners in the watershed,
the Silver Lake Clean Water
Projects goal will be to limit
soil movement in the field
and prevent 1t from getung
into the tiE,|il‘..|;:1f ditches so
that it doesnit eet 1o the lake

As ftar as working in the
city of Lake Park the con-

cerns that will be addressed
have to do with storm sewer
drainage and with shoreline
eroston. The storm sewers
that drain into Silver Lake
are emptying the water from
same of the streets ol Lake
Park. Just think of the dir
the sand, the leaves. and
what ever else you have seen
gu tltl'n. N a8 s1orm
drain

Also, think about the stuft
you may have poured down
a storm sewer draan’? Well 11
may have gone to the lake or
It may have gone to the nver
never the less it did empty
into and it could have conta-
minated a water body. A
Clean Water Project would
ke 1o mimimize the amounts
of sediment entering the
lake Most of this would be
done with public education
about where the storm sew-
ers 2o and why things should
not be poured down the
drain. A program to stencil-
ing the storm drains that go
1o the lake would be created
to show where the drain
empties. Also through the
Clean Water Project the area
of sediment catch basins
could be L‘\l‘llﬂﬂ."ki

sCWer

A sediment catch basin i1s
an area that wall slow down
water (o allow
(o tall out of the water and
allow only the water to get to
the luke

|

Fhese steps will
prevent the sediment from
getting mto the lake and wall
clean up the lake slowly

Shoreline erosion will also  in
bt addressed through the Sil-
ver Lake Clean Walten lhe
Clean Watei Project would disse
Eredle o
ng people on current meth
ods to preventing shoreline
erosion.

Methods of erosion con-
trol plantings that would
hold the soil in place would
be L'mph:rml

POl 1O |_'|]I:'. at

In some cases,
placing field rock on the

W xanww

Don’t mi
Sandhill

Sandhill Crane Tour will
be held March 16 -18 in
Grand Island, Neb. March 3
is the last day to sign up.

Each spring some 500,000
Sandhill Cranes gather along

the Platte: Kavers Stagin

"D player dona
Kiwanis. Four
remote control
by Radio Shack
top prize donati¢

Additional p
awarded, includ
gories of priz
game high sc
vouth through
age category th
a color Gam
samas-donatiad

lt'|uality: what is sediment and what is its function?

shoreline or, ripraping the
shoreline, can be done to
heep the waves from slowly
eating up the shoreline.

By holding soil back on
the land, mimimizing the sed-
iment delivery from storm
sewenrs and preventing shore-
line erosion the water quality
Silver Lake would
increase significantly. Fish
habitat could be restored,

lved oxy gen [

the sediment

4 “.l.\_‘
would increase, and water
clanty would increase

With cleaner water there
maybe more recreational use
and value that will come to
Silver Lake. These are some
of the goals that the Silver
l.ake Clean Water Project is
hoping to achieve.
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Jane Shuttieworth

country writing impact statements on endan-
gered species, wetlands conditions and other
environmental 1ssues

At least once a year, however, Okoboji
drew her back. "I always maintained my
bonds with the Lakeside Lab and my grand-
mother’s cottage.” she explained. “It was
always a way to reflect on what I was doing

in life and how it fit into the whole scheme of a

things.”
About three years ago, Shuttleworth took a
leave of absence from her job and returned
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graduation from ISU, and was eventually pro-
moted to assistant hatchery manager. In 1992,
Muhm transferred out to the wildlife unit at the
Hogsback, a move he feels helped shape his
career as a habitat specialist

His new assignment as a wildlife specialist for
Clay, Dickinson and Osceola Counties is a one-
year appointment to help promote government
programs that are conservation-related. “There
are a lot of good programs out there,” Muhm
explained, “sponsored by the USDA, that the
Soil and Water Conservation Service just doesn't
have the manpower to promote. It's my job to get
the word out and to assist the NRCS staff with
what they need and also talk to people about a lot

promote soil and water quality, with the wildlife
benefits as an added bonus.™

Providing financial incentives to farmers and
rural landowners 1s critical to the success of any
private lands conservation programs, and Muhm
teels the new “Wetlands in CRP" provides just
that. “"The future of wildlife in lowa is on private
lands,” he explained. “and this project fits into
the continuous CRP sign-up. It targets problem
wet spots in row crop areas that can’t be tiled out
or get tlooded with any sigmficant rainfall ™
Besides the obvious water, soil and wildlife ben-
efits, the financial incentives are also there. "
will be searching tor potential sites in the nexi
couple of weeks, and I anticipate the interest will
be keen,” Muhm continued. “The USDA will pay
for S0-percent of the restoration, and a 40-per
cent additional cost-sharing assistance 15 avail
able for the sign-up, adding up to a 90-percent
payback incentive. This includes the upland
seeding costs and any tle and dirt work neces
sary for the project.”

Sign-up contracts will be for 10 and [5-year
durations, with an upfront 310 per acre per yea
of contract. Muhm expects the timetable 1o take
another 60 days for final rules acceptance, fol
lowed by a month of training for NRCS staft,
and sign-up sometime in June. That would leave
actual field work to begin after next fall's harvest
and to resume next spring. Muhm said up to 70-
percent of landowners who have restored wet-
lands in the area under different programs have
renewed their contracts upon expiration

The new “Wetlands in CRP” program 15 also
beneficial to the lowa Great Lakes watershed
Muhm expects the undertaking to be highly suc

~acrbul and sanfhveinaree the work 10 ha r't'H"IIlf'lll'“J

Signup period near end for EQUIP

The second signup peniod for cost-share
funds from the Environmental Quality
Improvement Program (EQUIP) will end
March 30. The Natural Resources Conser-
vation Services (NRCS) in lowa is offering
the second signup after it received a sup-
plement EQUIP funding of $900,000, for a
total of $1.9 million available for
stalewide resource concerns. Signup is al
local USDA Service Centers

EQUIP offers cost-share for installing
conservation practices, generally at a 50
percent rate, as well as incentive pay-
ments. According to Leroy Brown, Stale
Conservatiomst for the USDA- NRCS, the
three statewide resource concerns for 2001

are 1) livestock manure management and
grazing lands, 2) soil erosion, and 3) prior-
ity lakes, municipal water supply
impoundments, lakes, agricultural
drainage wells and DNR priority cold
water streams

Any applications not funded during this
signup can be held until additional funding
1s available, said Larry Beeler, an NRCS
conservationist helping administer the
EQUIP program

Applications eligible for statewide
resource concerns funds are primarily
those from arcas outside of the 31 funded
priority areas. However, some apphications
within a prionity area that address one ol

the statewide resource concerns may also
be eligible, said Beeler. To be sure,
landowners should stop by their local
USDA Service Center to see if they are
cligihlc

Conservation plans, including compre-
hensive resource treatment, must be devel-
oped for the entire area that will be includ
ed in the EQUIP contract. Under EQUIP.
USDA provides technical assistance, up to
50 percent cost-share on certamn structural
practices and mcentive payments to pro
ducers who enter 5 to 10 year contracts
based on conservation plans. There is
$10,000 per year limit, with a total himit ol
$£50,000, Landowners should expect a fall

construction date for conservation prac
tcesiancluded in contracts LrI1F‘_||'{11.-L‘,.I UU”“&
thi§signup

Statewide EQUIP practices in¢lude bu
argnot limited to: grass waterways
manbre management facilities. terracing
pest management, ag dramnage wellheac
profection and pasture manacement. Othe
praetices include tree planting, wind
bregiks, stripcropping, conservation tillage
oregnic crop production and wildhife habi
Lat management

For more information or Lo iii‘["‘i_‘* fo
EQUIP. contact your local USDA Servic
Center. (Spirit Lake 336.3782 Ext, 2)

03-2% ~0i




By Greg Drees
Correspondent

Wherever her early travels took her in
search of the nght causes, and whenever she
needed an anchor to ease her apprehensions.
she could find solace on the shores of Des
Moines Beach on West Okoboji. Her grand-
mother's cottage was always there, a fanmily
place where the intrinsic bonds of the lowa
Great Lakes could be further enhanced

And always there has been the need to
seek answers to the environment. Jane Shut
tleworth is now 1n her element, working tire-
lessly to unearth the answers to water quality
Certainly she is not alone, as a cadre of con
work 'Lt"::._"lilul for the rigint
Gireat

cerned cibiFzens

solutions to water i1ssues in the lowa
Lakes Region
Shuttleworth, wh
coordinated public environmental programs
i assocration with the Lakeside Lab, has
championed clean water causes and sought
educational avenues to betier inform the pub-
lic of the needs for water quality eftorts
'hrough private grant monies, she coordi
nates campaigns that emphasize water stew
ardship through education, research and
monmtornng. Shuttleworth recruits and super
volunteers who monitor waters
on |l regional lakes, and directs guided

for two vears now has

VISES OVEr <L)

Thl-l'd jn a serEESlil D) _j O J-

CLEAN WATER

Everybody wants it, but at what cost?

an everlasting search

nature tours in a new phase of integrating the
resources of Lakeside Lab with the overall
goals of water quality

Shuttleworth was an ardent supporter of
the onginal concept of establishing a water
quality distnct that would raise project rev-
enues through a first and second tier
landowner taxation, but after a pair of public
meetings she and other proponents are now
open to alternative fundraising methods and
are researching the best opportunities. “We
needed to create a forum and form a body
that could raise local monies and attract goy-
ernment money to address water quality
1ssues,” she explained. "Whatever tums out
to be the best way o achieve that consisient
source of local revenues, we will find 1t”

Shuttleworth’'s ties with environmental
causes are deep-rooted. As an annual visilor
to her grandmother’s cottage, she developed
an early and eternal affinity for the lowa
Greal Lakes, While earming a degree in envi
ronmental studies from Hampshire College
in Amherst, Massachusetts, she received an
invitation to spend a summer 1in study at the
akeside Lab on West Okobojt. “That expen
ence gave me a deeper understanding of the
ecology and landscape of the area,” she said.
T became immersed in the living concept of
the prairie, the wetlands, the geology of the

region.”

While helping her fathes
achieve slate preservation sta-
tus for the family farm, which
1s now the renowned “Ochey-
den Mound™, Shuttleworth
rubbed shoulders with promi-
nent naturalists and biologists
on the preservation commit-
tee who encouraged her to
seek a naturalist position. *l
was trying to figure out what
to do with my life, and that
sounded like a pretty good
idea,” she recalled. “At that
time (1980), only 17 countie§ in lowa had
naturalists, so 1 wrote the othd@ 82 counties
and one that responded was Dkinson Coun-
ty.”

Shuttleworth spent only tig:] summer n
that position before packingther bags for
Panama and the Smith Tropieal Research
[nstitute.

She spent the next eight yélrs in Central
America 'n several jobs that stighed the ecol-
ogy of rain forests and the reiroduction of
iguanas into tropical habitats

Back in the states, Shuttl@vorth landed
work with an environmentallengineering
company. She spent seven yea traveling the

Signup period ne:

The second signup period tor cost-share
funds from the Environmental Quality
Improvement Program (EQUIP) will end
The Natural Resources Conser-
vation Services (NRCS) in lowa 1s offering

March 30

the second signup after it received a sup-
plement EQUIP funding of $900,000, for a
total of $1.9 milhon available tor
statewide resource concerns. Signup 1s at
local USDA Service Centers

EQUIP offers cost-share for installing
conservation practices, generally at a 50
percent rate, as well as incentive pay-
ments, According to Leroy Brown, State
Conservationist for the USDA- NRCS, the
three statewide resource concerns for 2001

are 1) livestock manure management and
grazing lands, 2) soil erosion, and 3) prior-
ity lakes, municipal water supply
impoundments, lakes, agricultural
drainage wells and DNR
water streams

Any applications not funded during this
signup can be held until additional funding
is available, said Larry Beeler, an NRCS
conservationist helping administer the
EQUIP program

.—"L}‘!p]if;illllll= t']i_E_!ih]L' for statewide
resource concerns funds are primarily
those from areas outside of the 31 funded
priority areas. However, some applications
within a priority area that address one of

priority cold

Jane Shuttleworth

country wnting impact statéments on endan-
gered species, wetlands conditions and other
environmental issues

Al least once a year, however, Okoboj
drew her back. "l always maintained my
bonds with the LaKeside Lab and my grand-
mother's cottage.” she explained. "It was
always a way to reflect on what I was doing
in life and how 1t fit into the whole scheme of
things.”

About three years ago, Shuttleworth took a
leave of absence from her job and returned

~ CLEAN WATER

Continued from Page 1

ate a lot of dialogue among
concerned groups and indi-
viduals

“We need to educate peo-
ple,” she smd. "For instanee,
many foiks don’t understand
that the huge majorily ol
state water quality funds are
spent on agricultural land use
1ssues. That's fine, and 1t
doesn’t exempl the farmer
from facilitating good envi-
ronmental practices. But we
also need monmes lor 155ues
nol [I".'nilllnlhln”} addressed
like evasive species threats
and urban water management
issues hike sanitary sewer
districts and urban wet-
lands.”

Shuttleworth will continue
her work of water monilonng
and education awareness in
conjunction with the Lake-
side Lab, and will research
with other concermed cifizens
the best way to provide logal
revenues for water quality
projects.

In s0 many ways, her work
has come full circle. She can
remember, as a young girl,
looking out on West Okoboj
and sensing a special affinity
for what she felt and wit-
nessed. She wants other chil-
dren to share that same sen-
sation she enjoyed in her
youth, as she does now.
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By Greg Drees
Correspondent

They grant incredible beauty and ecological
diversity to the landscape. More and more,
wildlife biologists and nature lovers aré seeking
places to restore wetlands, with the knowledge
that these praine jewels are enhancing the earth

_in ways once not understood,

Recently Maury Muhm, habitat specialist for
the Department of Natural Resources, announced
another wetlands program that will certainly
attract the attention of regional rural landowners.
Muhm, who works out of the Big Sioux Wildlife
'Unit office at Kettleson Hogsback, will serve as
a private lands wildlite specialist for the United
States Department of Agriculture’s “Wetlands in
CRP” program. Although finals detdils and
approvals await official declaration from the
Bush administration, Muhm wishes to make the
qualifications known to property owners who
have an interest in establishing or restoring small
wetlands.

The program is designed to enroll wetlands
and surrounding upland buffers into the continu-
ous sign-up Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP). lowa is one of only six states (Minnesota,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska and
Montana being the others) that will participate
This geographic outline comprises the historic
“praine pothole”™ wetland landscape where the
program will be tested. About 150,000 total acres
will be restored to wetlands and surreunding
uplands.

Several requirements are mandatory for land
to be eligible. It must have a wetland, of a poten-
nal wetland, as defined by the USDA, and that
basin may not exceed five acres. The property
must also have been cropped in three of the last
ten years. The proposed wetland may not impede
existing neighbonng drainage, and the adjacent
buffer may not exceed three times the size of the
restored wetland. A five-acre wetland, for
instance, may have 15 acres of surrounding
grassland buffer, for which a CRP annual rental
is paid, plus a bonus incentive payment al sign-
up.
Muhm, who was born in Omaha and raised in
Des Moines, earmned a fish and wildhife degree
from lowa State University. He was raised in a
hunting and fishing family and nurtured an athin-
ity to the natural world at an early age. Two sum-
mers of working at Gull State Park on West
Okoboji enamored Muhm to the lowa Great
Lakes Area. He took a full-time job with the fish-
eries crew at the hatchery in Spint Lake after

on available for

EQUIP program
as incentive pay-

USDA- NRCS. the
¢ concerns for 2001

Applications eligible for statewide
resource concerns funds are primarily
those from areas outside of the 31 funded
priority areas. However, some applications
within a priority area that address one ol

graduation from ISU, and was eventually pro-
moted to assistant hatchery manager. In 1992,
Muhm transferred out to the wildlife umt at the
Hogsback, a move he feels helped shape his
career as a habitat specialist,

His new assignment as a wildlife specialist for
Clay, Dickinson and Osceola Counties 1s a one-
year appointment to help promote government
programs that are conservation-related. “There
are a lot of good programs out there,” Muhm
explained, “sponsored by the USDA, that the
Soil and Water Conservanion Service just doesn't
have the manpower to promote. It's my job to get
the word out and to assist the NRCS staft with
what they need and also talk to people about a lot

Maury Muhm

Muhm will direct the new “Wetlands NCRP"
program.,

of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife and DNR programs
that are available to rural landowners. Four
wildlife technicians have been temporanly trans-
terred to the Little Sioux Wildhfe Umt to assist
Muhm in the private lands project.

Muhm explained that Pheasants Forever has
been instrumental in the undertaking of many of
these programs. “We have about 20 people
across lowa in Americore positions, funded
through the DNR by PF,” he said. “When PF saw
the continuous CRP sign-ups with the butfer stnp
program, they really jumped on it and promoted
it. They were smart enough to see it as a way (0

Any applications not funded during this l
signup can be held until additonal funding |
is available, said Larry Beeler, an NRCS |
conservationist helping administer the

DCN Outdoors News
New wetlands program enhances CRP

promote soil and water quality, with the wildhife
henefits as an added bonus.”

Providing financial incentives to farmers and
rural landowners is cnitical to the success ol any
private lands conservation programs, and Muhm
feels the new “Wetlands in CRP" provides just
that. *“The future of wildlife in lowa is on private
lands,” he explained, “and this project fits into
the continuous CRP sign-up. It targets problem
wet spots in row crop areas that can’t be tiled out
or get flooded with any sigmificant rainfall.”
Besides the obvious water, soil and wildlife ben
efits, the financial incentives are also there |
will be searching for potential sites in the next
couple of weeks, and | anticipate the interest will
be keen,” Muhm continued, “The LUSDA will pay
for 50-percent of the restoration, and a 40-per
cent additional cost-sharing assistance i1s avuil
able for the sign-up, adding up to a 90-percent
payback incentive. This includes the upland
seeding costs and any tile and dirt work neces
sary for the project.”

Sign-up contracts will be for 10 and 15-year
durations, with an upfront $10 per acre per year
of contract. Muhm expects ihe timetable 1o take
another 60 days for final rules acceptance, fol
lowed by a month of training for NRCS staf
and sign-up sometime in June. That would leave
actual field work to begin after next fall’s harvest
and to resume next spring. Muhm said up to 70
percent of landowners who have restored wet
lands in the area under ditterent programs have
renewed their contracts upon expiration,

The new “Wetlands in CRP" program 15 also
beneficial to the lowa Great Lakes watershed
Muhm expects the undertaking to be highly suc-
cessful and anucipates the work to be continued
well beyond the first pilot year, resulting in more
permanent positions for similar programs. He
hopes to inform as many landowners as possible
about this and other wetland restoraticn pro
grams. “There are other alternatives out there
also,” he said. “The Wetlands Reserve Program,
for instance, offers similar soil, water and
wildlife benefits and pays up to 100-percent
reimbursement for restoration costs, It lets
landowners retain control of access and remain
the owners of the land. They may use 1t for theis
own recreational uses and allows them to sell the
land at a future date, including any easements
It's a win-win situation,”

Landowners interested in the “Wetlands in
CRP” program or any other wildlife enhance-
ment projects may call Muhm at 336- 14585 or
330-2562, or he may mailed at
<mdmuhm @ rconnect.com=

be ¢




14C Profiles 2001

Baptist
-worship
leader
ministers
indeed

By Mike Jordan ©23-3/-ol

Dickinson County News

t was not a banner year for

Tom Koster in 1995,

It was in June that Koster

started having severe lower

back and leg pain. He

thought at first the pain was
the result of his working in his back yard.

"I had been working to put a fence up in
our back yard. For three or four days after
that | experienced intense pain in my legs
and lower back. It was not really debilitating
pain, but severe enough," Koster said. "I
though 1t was from the fence work.

"I was working in floor care and mainte-
nance at Dickinson County Memonial Hospi-
tal. The pain was still there at work and |
went 10 see Dr. Donovan about it. He ordered
an MRI at work that mght. Donovan contact-
ed me with the results’of the MRI. 1 had a
tumor around my spinal cord,” Koster contin-
ued.

"Donovan contacted the Mayo Clinic to
see what to do next, The following week |
went to Rochester. There they gave me more
tests, more MRIs. I talked to a neurosurgeon.
I had the choice of eventual paralysis and

pain or surgery with a chance of paralysis but
removal '{'l! 'Ijl'll Frn“ﬂnr canccrous tumor,

"Koster sard:

“They removed the tumor in pieces. They
got 85 to 95 percent of the tumor out dunng
the surgery. Radiation therapy was used to
remove the rest of it," Koster declared.

After spending a month at St. Mary's Hos-
pital in Rochester, Koster returned to his
home in Spint Lake, He started therapy at the
hospital here and continued his radiation
therapy for six weeks after that,

Koster had worked as an athletic trainer
and exercise therapist in rehabilitation at the
Dixon Chiropractic Clinic in Spirit Lake
prior to his working at the hospital.

He knew a lot about physical therapy and
realized his chances of walking again were
not good. That fact was confirmed by the
doctors who told him he would probably be
confined to a wheel chair for the rest of his
life.

Although Koster has some feeling in has
legs and his muscles work, he has difficulty
controlling his balance without his crutches.
However his crutches allow him to walk — a
major milestone over the doctor's initial pro-
jecuons. He can also stand unassisted and
drives a van which is equipped with hand
controls.

"People wave to me when I'm dnving. |
suppose a lot of them think I'm stuck up
because | don't wave back. They don't real-
1ze, | guess, that I'm busy using my hands to
drive my van,” Koster laughed

After many long hours of therapy and
rehabilitation, Koster began to teach chiro-
practic assistant courses at Jowa Lakes Com-
munity College in [997.

He also began téaching CPR classes at the
hospital with the emergency medical ser-
ViCes.

With the help of Vocational Rehabilitation
Services out of Spencer, Koster began look-
ing at starting his own business in 1997 also.
In 1998 he got it up and floating.

That business, "Adaptive Fishing," is
designed to allow people with disabilities the
opportunity to fish

Based in Spirit Lake, Koster takes his
Adaptive Fishing pontoon boat to the lakes of
the lowa Great Lakes so just about anybody
can go fishing.

The specially designed pontoon boat has
plenty of room on board The boat is easily
boarded via a folding ramp system and once
a person 15 on board the widely spaced seat-
ing allows for easy maneuvering of wheel
chairs, too.

An avid and knowledgeable fisherman
Koster has his Adaptive Fishing boat
equipped with a fish/depth finder, automatic
anchor control, an outboard motor with
power trim and tilt as well as an electric
trolling motor for precise control to the
hottest fishing spots.

Koster has worked with YMCA's Camp

Foster providing fishing camps for kids. He
has also provided private guide service and
worked the paralyzed veterans of Amenica
fishing tournament two years mn a row. Koster
has taken both boy and girl scouts fishing as
well as several church camp attendees.

But Koster hasn't stopped there, He is also
a part-time project coordinator for the
Resource Conservation District. He works in
computer recycling, is instrumental in devel-
oping and marketung Lakes n Lawn Saver

“My perspective changed.

Their son, Paul. is 10 and the voungest
daughter, Cierra, 15 six.

"This has been stressful on my family,
especially Allison and Paul. They knew me
when 1 could do what other dads do. Cierra

was 1o young to remember. She only knows
her daddy in lis wheel chair or walking on
crutches,” Koster stated

"When I got home from Rochester,
and | had to decide where we would
here

Paula
20 from
This has been so stressful for her. We

[ realized that money

not always the important issue, now. I have learned
to enjoy the simpler things like a

beautiful sunrise, flowers and rainbows. I know
now that you don’t try to do it alone. Regardless of
your situation, put your trust in Christ.

Give your situation, whatever it 1s, to Him.”

environmentally-friendly lawn fertilizer, and
runs a backyard conservation program.

Koster has also worked in data entry for
the Dickinson County Soil and Water Con-
servation Distnict and 1S an assistant comnis
sioner with them.

During his busy schedule at work Koster
found time, evenings and week-ends, to take
a lay mimster traiming program. That pro-
gram lasted many months but culminated last
July in his being named the worship leader at
the Spirit Lake Baptist Church, the oldest
church in Dickinson County

Koster and his wife, Paula, have a young
tamily. Their eldest daughter, Allison, is 12.

decided we could give up or fight on,” Kostes
added

"Before 1 got home people had already
made the changes in our house so | could get
around in it. They built a ramp for my wheel
chair and changed doorways so | could get
where | need to be in my own home lirL_*.
were incredible

"1 was looking at being 1n a whee!l chau
the rest of my life but God beat that one. He
had a better pl.l.«.e for me. Here [ am walking
with crutches,” Koster declared.

Hmlplr C hurc\ like lawn mowing and
scooping snow, many of the little things 1 did
before and took for granted, I could no

longer do."

"The prognosis for me was not good. They
basically told me, 'get used to being in a
wheel chair, you'll be there for life.' I remem-
ber the first step | ook with braces on. [ was
using parallel bars and my arms for support.
Fhe muscles came back. I didn't know 1f they
would. A lot of prayers were said to make the
connections, The majonity of my leg muscles
still work but | can't feel them,” Koster
emphasized.

As far as a career goal, Koster has one, or |
should say several. 'l plan to continue in the
direction I'm headed now with Adaptive Fish-
ing, my work with environmental concerns
and RC&D as well as leading the Spint Lake
Bapust Church,” Koster L\.;‘-Ltlllul

However Koster knows full well the tumor
could grow back. "God was pruning me. He
wanted to get my attention and He did. You
can look at this two ways... Just give up.or
the second way, which can be found in I
Thesolonians 5: 16-18; "Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, in everything give thanks;
for this 1s the will of God in Chnst Jesus for
you

It 15 an attitude thing," Koster reiterated,

'My perspective changed, | realized that
money 1s not always the important 1ssue,
now. | have learned to enjoy the simpler
things like a beautiful sunnse, flowers and
rainbows. | know now thar vou don't try to do
it alone. Regardless of your situation, put
vour trust in Christ. Give your situation,
whatever it 1s, o Him. It 1s a faith question.
God is always there. He takes away worry.
We are not supposed to worry about the
thines of hife l.-.u:n'.uJI!} when You accepl
things, and go forward, your attitude

changes. You put your trust in Christ and
;'\.Lr'l.,IhLIJL goes a lot better. Prayer is a big
part of it,’ ' Koster concluded,
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Harkin holds ag-bill hearing

Bv Phil Brown
Staff Writer

U.S. Senator Tom Harkin
beld a “field heanng” on agricul-
tural and rural community i1ssues
for a standing-room-only crowd
crammed into & meeting room al
The Hotel in Spencer at 1:30 p.m.
on Saturday

Harkin is chairman of the
U.S. Senate Commiittee on Agri
culture, Nutrition and Forestry. He
opened the hearing by inviting
audience participation: saying,
“Your comments, ideas and rec-
ommendations will be a great help
o my colleagues and me as we
work to write new legislation and
Improve programs affecting agri-
culture and rural communities,’

The intent of the new farm
bill is to address the “broad range
of farm and rural issues” and to
“improve both farm income and
conservation,”

Representatives of six ag-,
related organizations presented
their views on “'broad range”’ com
ponents of the proposed farm bill;
Dr. Neil Harl, ISU economist:
Joan Blundall, Director of the
Seasons Center for Community
Mental Health, Spencer: Don
Mason, President-Elect of the
lowa Corn Growers Assoc.: Mark
Hamilton, Positively Towa, (and
publisher of the Times-Citizen
Newspapers), lowa Falls: Duane
Sand, Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation, Des Moines: and Phil
Sundblad, lowa Farm Bureau Fed-

eration, Albert City.

Presenters commented on
agricultural-related economics.
energy, natural resource preserya-
tion; rural community social prob-
lems caused by low commodity
prices; farm market and distribu-
tion concentrations; and global
food and agriculture policies,

Neil Harl, noting Harkin's
assertion that “farm families and
rural communities in lowa have
not shared in our nation's prosper-
ity,” (referring to the 1996 farm
bill) he listed the “loss of the safe-
Ly net protection against low

prices™; the higher proportion of

farm income coming from gov-
ernment programs (as income
talls more government money is
needed to replace it): and the loss
of the U.S. domination of world
commodity markets among his
concerns. “The problem, in short.
15 100 much production of basic
agncultural commodities”

Among other remedies he sug-
gested a policy of less direct sub-
sidies, raising the CRP (Conserva-
ton Reserve Program) to 45 mil-
lion acres (from 33,5 million
acres), and restructuring govern-
ment policies. Referring to the
emergence of corn and soybean
production in Brazil and China. he
advocated that a “global food and
agriculture policy” be negotiated
in addition to a national one,

Relating to Harl's reference
to the “,.uncertainty for produc-
ers and input suppliers, storage

and marketing firms and ship
pers”, Joan Blundall said,
“unless there 1s a way to stabilize
farm income as well as income
related to agricultural businesses,
there will (continue to be) a toll
on the health and well being of
rural citizens.”

Underscoring the statement.
she cited some anudotal cases
showing how unstable, low farm
income can effect rural people
enumeratung mental health prob-
lems caused by stress and depres
ston, the loss of family farms and
businesses, lack of medical care
and counseling funds, higher than
average suicide rates in the nipe
county N. W. lowa region (17.3
per cent compared with 11.6 per
cent tor lowa and 11.4 per cent for
the nation); the depletion of retire-
ment savings; and the need to sell
land and family heirlooms for liv-
ing and medical expenses.

She said most rural health pro
grams are based on urban models,
and are therefor less applicable, A
relative lack of health care insur-
ance for rural families adds o the
dilemma, as well as the need for
more mental health professionals
in rural America,

To cope with the sitation she
declared that “health care reform
15 critical” and that tax relief pro-
grams for loan repayment, contin-
ued support for rural Health Net
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The lowa Great Lakes Glean Water Alliance

[owa’s
Pro-Active
[eader 1n
Water Quality
Stewardship

By Jane Shuttieworth

Correspondent

0 3- 3/-0l

he lowa Great Lakes region
1s unique in lowa for its
cluster of beautiful, natural
lakes and ii]'ll!lf._" :.'l'.hl.:'
topography. These natural
features have made the
region a popular recreational
area and vacation spot for over one-hundred
years.

A lesser known fact of the region’s history,
however, 1s the inspirational role it has played
in the formauon of lowa’s conservation
movement

From the turn of the rwentieth century to
1

the present new mullennium, the Iowa Great
[Lakes region has 1nspired conservation
.l-...'l'!;"- emenits raneine rofmi the wrnting i the

first fish and game laws to the establishment
of public parks; from the first private/govern-
ment partnerships to restore wetlands for
wildlife and water quality to the hirst large
scale infrastructure to manage wasle-watei
treatment

Today, the Lakes Area continues to be a
pro-active leader in environmental leadership
under the umbrella of the Clean Wiler
Alhance. Organized in 1990, the Alliance 15 a
partnership ﬁ;;unmhnﬂ including over two
dozen private and governmental groups that
formed to increase cooperation and avold
duplication of watershed protection efforts in
the lowa Great Lakes

Since its establishment. member organiza
tions of the Alliance have worked together to
restore over 200 wetlands, to implement con-

servation easements and grassed waterways,
raised funds to build the Waitt Water Quality
Lab, developed a local brand of lake-triendly
lawn fertilizer, established a watershed-wide
lake monitoring program, and the list goes
on. Yet these are only recent accomphsh-
ments. To examine the history of the
Alliances member organizations 15 10 exam-
ine the history of lowa's conservation moyve-
ment
lowa Lakeside Laboratory

Conservation begins with education and
awarenes: late 1800's the Lakes
Areca attracted the curiosity of lowa’s found-
ing educators, scientsts and conservatuonists
A\mong them was Dr. Thomas MacBnde,
who grew up on a farm and became a
professor of botany, geology and
200logy. A man ol many
accomplishments D1
MacBride imtiated Iowa's
park and preserve sys
tem, was a founding
member of the lowa
"'l.'-.-lLiL'.rF‘-‘_- ol acience,
and was the first
president of the
University of lowa

MacBride also
left a special gifl
for the people ol
lowa 1n the lowa
Great Lakes
region. MacBride
and his colleagues

and i tne

conducted many
-;"'I.F'l-'.'u!ilt-"il'u O
Morthwest [owa to

explore 1ts lakes
wetlands, praines and
woodlands. Impressed
by the concentration of
s0 many different ecosys
tems 10 such close proximi-
ty, MacBride and his col-
leagues dreamed of establishing
a permanent outdoor classroom In
the lowa Great Lakes region for the people of
lowa to "learn about nature in nature”. Back
then, such an 1dea was unheard of, but In
1909, MacBnde's dream came true with the
establishment of lowa Lakeside Laboratory
on the shores of Lake West Okobopn. Lake-
side was one of the first biological tield sta-
tions established in the United States, and
over the years has attracted students from
every state in the union and from all over the
world

Today, Lakeside plays an active role in
water-quality monitoring, research and edu
cation, thanks to the efforts of the local lake
associations and the non-profit group, Friends
of Lakeside Lab. Together these organizations
raised funds to build the Waitt Water Quality
Lab and Classroom, the first year-around
teaching facility at Lakeside. Now K-12 stu
dents can visit the Lakeside, thanks to collab
orative efforts between the Dickinson County
Conservation Board, lowa Lakes Community
College and Lakeside. Lakeside also con
ducts watershed research and coordinates the
Cooperative Lakes Area Monitoring Program
(CLAMP), a group of over 40 volunteers
from eleven lakes that are trained to collect
water samples for lab analysis
Okoboji Protective Association
Even before Lakeside offered
IS first courses, however, a
group of local and sum
mer residents had
formed perhaps what
was the first non-prof
IL Conservaulon orga
nization 1n [owa
the Okobopn Protec
tive Association
Founded in 1906,
the goals of the
OPA are as perti
nent today as
when the organi
zation was estab
lished almost 100
yedars ago. o pro
tect and monitos
water guality, Lo
sapport -',.E!I. i1
rescarch and public
awareness about the
lake ecosystem, and to
prevent |'.L]“|HL'.II!'..' prac-
tices harmful to water qual-
Ity
The first environmental issue (o
be tackled by the OPA and others in
the lowa Great Lakes region was the problem
of human and hvestock sewage disposal
Although the OPA played a leading role n
bringing attention to the problem, in the early
1900's there was still no such thing as sam
lary engineenng, public health departments,
water treatment plants or government pro
grams to promote the development ol such
infrastructure. Excerpts from old OPA bul-
letins not only document this concern over a
torty-year period, but the wrniting style of the
Limes:

1906: "Sewage disposal and the best meth
ods 1o prevent the con-
tammnation of Wesi. |

TITI.;' I.."Ikl"“

A e COIIHAIMIUCESs || o

mission having the same power that a city
council would have over sanitation. public
safety, etc." (19277)

lowa Great Lakes Sanitary Sewer System:
the "Eighth Wonder of the World"

In 1936, the first version of the lowa Great
l.dkes Sanitary Sewer Commission was
established with representatives from each
lake town. It was no simple task to determine
the financial responsibility of each town and
the'county, and the project would take several
decades to be completed

Today the Towa Great Lakes Sanitary
Sewer System may well be the "eighth won-
der of the world”, not only because it accom-
plished the elimination of a major source of
pallution from the lakes region, but due to the
so€lal, financial and political obstacles that
had to be overcome before it could be con-
stiucted or even conceptualized, The system
15 Also a major engineering feat. Constructed
oVer relatively level terrain. the system
includes 63 lift stations 100 miles of
ravity and pressure sewers and a 3.8 mullion
__*.illnn-p;':r-{ja} capacily W dsle-waler treal-
ment [‘ﬁhmi that fluctuates between serving
10,000 people during winter months to over
H0,000 people in summer months
I'he East Okoboji Lakes Improvement
Corporation

"Twenty years ago, I remember the water
wils so thick with algae, I'd throw a board on
the water and it would bounce like it was on
the ground!", recalls Dick Harmon, board
meémber of the East Okoboj Lakes Improve-
mént Corporation. "Nowadays, thanks to the
sanitary sewer district, this lake 1s much
¢leaner!”

in the 1950s, the East Okobon Lake
tmprovement Corporation was
improve the water quality of the East Okobop
chain of lakes, including East Okoboy, Upper
Gar, Minnewashta and Lower Gar. Extending
the sanitary sewer district around the perime-
ter 0of these lakes was an instigating factor in
the formation of the EOLIC

Since then, members have cost-shared
numerous other water quality projecis that
havé greatly improved the water quality of
the East Okoboji chain of lakes. Example
projécts include sediment basins, terracing,
erasswaterways and livestock waste disposal
projects. Each of these projects improve
water quahity by reducing the input of nutri-
ents and sediments mto the lake from urban
and agricultural runoff. A recent grass water
way project, for example, 1s estimated as pre-
venting the annual loss of 300 tons of top soil
from entering the East Okoboji Lakes!

[he EOLIC is fortunate 1o have a profes-

sional biologist as 1ts

OVE]

formed to

mni ||r.'-,|arr"r'|l_ f--;,'|I'L

" W Phillips. Nr. Phillips

Okoboji Lake were the | » F R — | illir
major concerns dis- | 1O hf‘ d ]'}H]'HL“\'C IdeCI 1N { influence on water
ussed at the hirst e L i i = o B t;l..:hlu protection
:I::-::}wt [}[:,-"I., in environmec I“.—.l] ]defrhhlp extends well bevond
1906, 5 1Ay = =10l = the watershed of the
1912: "No swine unael IhL “l]]h‘IL“tl {]f [hL lowa Great Lake He

should wallow on the
shores, cattle have no
business standing in |
the shallows; of course
the very thought of the
entrance ol sewage
into the waters of the
lake is abhorrent to the
fine sense of property
of every right-thinking
man."

1912: "Every lake
dweller should make
sanitation his hobby.

By 1930, the impact
ol raw Sewagc and
industrial waste on
l[owa lakes and
streams had become a state-wide concern.
However, scientific understanding and juris-
dictional responsibility remained vague, and
progress on the matter stagnated like the
stench of untreated sewage.

Enter the ancestors of the DNR. Interest-
ingly enough, it was the State Conservaton
Commission (today the Department of Natus
al Resources) and not the Public Health
Department that led the charge to address
lake pollution from sewage.

In 1932, the Board of Conservation and the
Fish and Game Commission, the predecessor
organizations to the State Conservation Com-
mission, jointly funded Lakeside Lab to
investigate the IL‘|.'JEI:HH\|'H[‘I between noxious
aleae blooms and sewage pollution. By then,
sewage treatment lechnology was being
developed, and William Woodcock of the
Board of Conservation began to promote the
idea ol a treatment plant for the lIowa Greal
Lakes to protect the waters for fisheries. Al
that time, the 1ssue was defined not as a pub-
lic health g*r‘uhlrm but as a lake |:1'._'||;,|3:|.'|111_'l'||
issue, and the Department of Public Health
still considered the dumping of waste into
lakes and streams as a leginmate use of pub
lic waters

In the mad-1930s
tion and the Fish and Game Commission con-
solidated into the State C

IMISS10N, an

efforts 1in the

the Board of Conserva-

onservation Com-
action which reduced the govem-

ment agencies involved in the problem. How-
ever, the need 1Or sewaoe :_}j\{"l'—w.;: was nol
concentrated 1n a single community but dis-
persed around the shoreline of the entire greal
Ir A novel .'.i'j"‘-'.:l._!l Was "\.\.-'-:::\.'l-t a4s 'to
now 1o fund and administer such a system.
I'he approach that would be adopted 1s dis-

cussed in another OPA bulletin excerpt: "M,
Badgerow (OPA Board member) is in favor
ol the lowa Great Lakes Com-

créaton ol an

Clean Water Alhance,...
a partnership organization
including over two dozen
| private and governmental
groups that formed to
increase cooperation and
avoid duplication of
watershed protection |

lowa Great Lakes.

15 an CXpert i aguati
plants and coordinates
lowa's slale-wide
Eurasian watermilfoil
monitoring program
ASs an educator, he
heads the Environmen
tal Studies Program at
[owa Lakes Communi
Ly l'.ll.‘l||l.';_'|.._ leads Elder
Hostel natural histon
outings, and 1s creator
of middle and high
i school level environ-
mental studies curricu-
lum, 1ncluding the
Middle School Outdoor
Education Program at
Lakeside Laboratory
Spinit Lake Protective Assoctation
Although the Spirit Lake Protective Asso
cidtion beean in the 1940's, it did not formal-
1Ze as an oreanization until 1959, Again,
extending the sewer line around the lake was
an I::~1|;_-:4.u:'|: factor. Such a project was diili-
cult 10 finance without federal assistance. In
the 1970s. Northwest lowa had in a motivated
representative in Washington named Wiley
Maine. "I remember the day he called ITo3
Washington D.C. to tell us he had secure
funding for the sewer project,” recails Stey
Weed, who was the organizations secretary
the time. "It was August 8, 1972 It was su
an exciting, joyful day! Such good news |
our lakes!" :
Inter-Agency Team Work: NRCS, SWCD
and lowa Great Lakes Clean Water Project:
In addition to human and livestock waste,
soll erosion quickly became a major water-
qualty concem ot nnt} in lowa but nation-
wide In the mid-1930's, for example, it was
not uncommon during the early spring 1or
black clouds from the Dust Bowl region to be
SWEDL 1Into the ;|[||:||_:|-,p|"|g‘fl._' and h.iiirrlL'Lj LILT}'IH‘\
the Midwest to the Atlantic \L‘glt“l.ilﬂl.l Soil
erosion pollutes water by transporting phos-

phorous, organic matenal and other nutrients
into the water that feed blue-green algae
blooms. Soil erosion also harms .!l.]“-i“k' life

by smothering fish eges and lake bottom

habitat. Suspended soil particles reduce light
péictration and thereby cut down on photo-
synthesis and the production ol OXYge.

Soil erosion prevention and water quality

improvement are the joint focus of the Natur-
al Resource Conservation Service, the Dick-
inson County Soil and Water District, and the

CLEAN WATER
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CLEAN WATER
Continued from Page 2A

lowa Great Lakes Clean Water Project. The
NRCS 1s a federal agency that works in part-
nership with landowners to provide leader-
ship and technical assistance to help people
conserve, sustain and improve soil and water
resources. The NRCS works on a local level
with landowners and through the Soil and
Water District. Program monies for conser-
vation agriculture and other soil and water
projects are administrated through the Farm
Service Agency and by elected District
trustees.

The lowa Great Lakes was one of the first
watersheds in lowa to receive a Clean Water
Project grant after Congress reorganized the
Clean Water Act to focus water-quality pro-
jects on a watershed basis, The Clean Water
Project began in 1990, and emphasized pub-
lic/private partnerships to address water
quality issues, To this end, the Clean Water
Alliance formed the same vear to strengthen
partnership efforts and to raise local monies
from private conservation groups for federal
and state matches, The lowa Natural Her-
itage Foundation, & non-profit organization,
helped organize the Alliance in 1ts first years,
An environmental specialist position was
created and first held by John Wills, In 1999,
Tim Terrill replaced John Wills. Ternll also
works 1n partnership with the NRCS and the
Soil District, but in addition to the mostly
agncultural work conducted by those agen-
cies, he also works on urban-pollution prob-
lems. He consults with farmers and urban
landowners, writes grants to fund conserva-
tion practices and conducts education cam-
paigns. "One of the greatest enjoyment in my
job is listening to people describing their
needs and finding a program or information
that can help them." says Terrill.
Center Lake Improvement and
Preservation Association

One of Terril's most recent projects was to
help Center Lake residents learn about lake-
fnendly lawn care. Terrill and Soil Commis-
sioner Tom Koster visited with Center Lake
residents during their annual picnic last sum-
mer to tell them about the importance of test-
ing soil before applying fertilizer to lawns.
Soil data collected by Terril High School stu-
dents and citizen volunteer Hank Miguel in
the lowa Great Lakes region demonstrated
most lawns have sufficient levels of phos-
phorus to grow good grass, Koster explained
that "phosphorous is the main nutrient
behind the excessive algae blooms that occur
in lowa lakes each summer, and lawn fertil-
1zer runoff can be a major phosphorus source
in small, urbanized lakes like Center Lake."
Ternll and Koster discussed lawn-care alter-
natives, including the availability of "Lake ‘n
Lawn Saver”, a local brand of zero-phospho-
rus fentilizer developed by the Soil District
that is even edible!

Center Lake residents are in the process of
formalizing the newest lake organization in
the region, the Center Lake Improvement
and Preservation Organization, The organiza-
tion's goals are to work on a lake-friendly
lawn care campaign, to implement storm
water management practices, and conduct
water quality monitoring,

Drinking Water Protection

We often think of fishing, swimming and
boating when we think of the lowa Great
Lakes, but the lakes also supply the regions
drinking water. Four water utilities are locat-

ed in the lakes region. Wahpeton, Central and
Milford water works have intakes in West
Okoboji, and Spint Lake Water Works has an
intake in Big Spint Lake. The water utilities
are very concerned about keeping the lakes
clean and providing a dependable drinking
water supply. To this end, they recently com-
pleted a Source Water Protection Assessment
of the Towa Great Lakes Watershed to identi-
fy potential pollution sources and 1o target
watershed management needs. The utilities
not only treat but routinely monitor water for
contaminants but, as Milford Water Supenn-
tendent Dave Coleman states, "an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure: to keep
water rates down 1t 1s cheaper to keep a
healthy watershed than to treat a polluted
water supply!”

Volunteers Make Things Happen

This has been a whirlwind tour of the his-
tory and variety of Clean Water Alliance
members and their past and present accom-
plishments, and by no means has it been
complete. However, this article cannot be
concluded without mentioning the invaluable
contribution made by individual volunteers
to protect the water quality of the lowa Great
Lakes. Again space limits the examples that
could be given, but certainly the pnze must
be given to Harriet Ostermann and Jean
Hanby. In the early 1980's, this two-woman
team raised the alarm about the devastating
effects of construction erosion on water qual-
ity and campaigned for the county-wide
adopuon of silt fence ordinances

Despite the fact that by the 1970's
progress had been made on the problems of
human and hvestock waste, soil erosion and
agricultural runoff, little attention was paid
this menace which can cause 100 umes the
pollution of agncultural run-off. Ostermann
and Hanby recognized the problem. They
also recognized construction erosion could
be controlled by the installation of a special
type of cloth fence, called a silt fence,
around construction sites to trap soil. They
began a campaign for the adoption of silt
fences ordinances in each of the lakeshore
communities, "It was not any easy task!"
recalls Ostermann. "People did not under-
stand what we were talking about, and we
had to work hard to educate them about the
need.”

Mother Nature chimed in on the campaign
atter the two women had convinced a
lakeshore owner to install a demonstration
silt fence around the home he was construct-
ing on the shores of Big Spint Lake. A rain-
storm came and filled the fence with tons of
dirt, even though the fence was not properly
installed. "That really helped us get our point
across, and from then on we did not have
such a hard ime getting the ordinance adopt-
ed." said Ostermann. Thanks to the efforts of
these women, today silt fences are part of the
landscape wherever there is a construction
project.

A Look to the Future

The lowa Great Lakes provide a source of
recreation, drinking water and aesthetic
enjoyment for residents and visitors. Good
water quality drives the region’s lake-based
economy and enhances the quality of life for
those who live and visit the region,

Human and lLivestock waste have been
nearly eliminated as water quality concerns,
but excessive nutrient influx and sotl erosion
from agricultural runoff remain a concern,
New challenges lie ahead, including increas-
ing amounts of urban nutrient and sediment

runoff, invasive species threats such as
Eurasian watermilfoil and zebra mussels, as
well as potential hazardous spills.

Water quality protection is a complex,
multi-layered process that requires innova-
tive thinking and the cooperative efforts
between individuals, government agencies
and non-profit institutions on local, state and
national levels. To this end, the lowa Great
L akes is fortunate to have in place the Clean
Water Alliance to coordinate these etforts
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nformation, turning on and off the various
layers using a base map, o see exactly what
a person would want 1o see on a particular

The important thing, with the establish-
ment of a GIS system, according to Bendix-
en. is to determine who the players are, those
entities that are interested in using the sys-
tem. and by inter-connectivity of servers,
share that information.

The supervisors will work between now
and their next meeting, April 9, to identify
the players for the county’s GIS system, 0
determine the best means to form a coopera-
tive effort toward establishing a GIS system,
and to plan how to begin base mapping.

With the state coordinates established, the
system could also be used by realtors to iden-
tify exact real estate descriptions. It could
also be used by road construction contractors
to determine road make-up and matlerlals-
costs as well as by surveyors to determine lot
lines exactly. .

The main GIS system advantages lie in
time savings, management and maintenance
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fowa q el ind to live by the/l moute
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. ronments that suppo
s through their youth ults.
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4-H really helps * pri
:;’eftclliuﬁ because it giw.:s. peo ;;Illl::l that
Water [ for their lifeume

Smith knows thigithand. As

vation a : ~heep fort
: showeEEP '
pl’ﬂjﬂﬂls m?lluj.u.hlsuwlll.l::t:lawu l.uu!lﬂgh the

Service Agency and by elected D
trustees.

The lowa Great Lakes was one of th
watersheds in lowa to receive a Clean
Project grant after Congress reorganize
Clean Water Act to focus water-quality
jects on a watershed basis. The Clean
Project began in 1990, and emphasized
lic/private partnerships to address
quality issues, To this end, the Clean
Alliance formed the same year to streng
partnershup efforts and to raise local m
from private conservation groups for fe
and state matches. The lowa Natural

itage Foundation, a non-profit urganizatiu‘n.

helped organize the Alliance in its first years.
An environmental specialist position was
created and first held by John Wilis. In 1999,
Tim Ternll replaced John Wills. Temnll also
works in partnership with the NRCS and the
Soil District, but in addition to the mostly

Ol ST e sy Wi ICEIONS
dfinking water. Four water utilities are locat-

/Editor

Continued on Page 2

Spiril [ake school di

_ Lakes Area residents may <
graduated ‘]‘:ﬁ,rf"‘.. ' generator to the east of this
government Studies. will vote Monday on approv

:-.1-::;1:::25;(1“;“ l::;,f}'f the kilowatt output of this g¢

tive issues to help inter-
pret governmental con- |

cepts for newspaper |

reAdChie 3
-tﬂ"mﬁré'r the water quality
Lakes. Again space limits
could be given, but certain
be given to Harriet Oste
Hanby. In the early 1980's
team raised the alarm abo
effects of construction erosi

By Mike Jordan
Staft Writer

The Dickinson County supetvisors heard a
presentation by Todd Wee. Dickinson County
land surveyor, on Global Infermation Sys-
tems (GIS) for the county. H

Wee presented information on the GIS Sys-
tem that Webster County has put in place
over a four-to-five year Lime period at a cost

3 lion
S ;H:ILLI :‘E;:urh:d that much of the information
on the GIS system is available on the Inter-
net. Webster County spent $110.000 alone on

markers, a fly-over and locatog for their sys-

; l'!;'Ihn: basic equipment neededito access GIS
information is a P.C. But, Wee stated, that
‘nformation can be accessed atany ime.

Most everything the county-gocs regarding
land 1s based on location. this system,
any piece of land in the county can be refer-
enced in about 30 seconds, on the informa-
tion about the land 18 entered il the system.

An individual map of anyjarcel of land
could also be made n just a fel seconds.

The county could use the IS system to
map culyerts, paved and ggpaved roads,
drainage districts, or be usedfgr locating any
particular spot of land in the conty.

With new information placedin a GIS sys-
lem, voling precincts and sangary districts
could also be designated. _

Bob Bendixen, a land surveygr with Juuu.t.v-
son-Westergard and Associates, suggestc i!
the county conduct a future meeting W ith GIS
in mind. e

He also suggested that with CAD, the Lr!ﬁ‘:
can draw layers upon layers ol mapping

-

upervisors consider GIS *
system for Dickinson County

O o¥ D\

information. turning on and off the various
layers using a base map, to see exactly what
a person would want to see on a particular
ma :
"Fh:: important thing, with the establish-
ment of a GIS system, according to Bendix-
en. is to determine who the players are, those
entities that are interested 1n using the sys-
tem, and by inter-connectivity of servers,
share that information.

The supervisors will work between now
and their next meeting, April 9, to identify
the players for the county's GIS system, to
determine the best means to form a coopera-
tive effort toward establishing a GIS system,
and to plan how to begin base mapping.

With the state coordinates cﬁlubhﬁhcq, the
system could also be used by realtors to iden-
tify exact real estate descriptions. It could
also be used by road construction contractors
to determine road make-up and materials
costs as well as by surveyors to determine lot
lines exactly. [N

The main GIS system advantages lie 1n
time savings, management and maintenance
ISsues. _

In other business, the supervisors approved
the purchase of two new (‘;L:L'r_[‘ll_lur :11;;0:‘
eraders for the county at a cosl of fh.ff-f...? .

" They also extended a hve-year le;ue for

the Neppl Pit to Arco Dehydrated a‘t an

nerease of 43 percent in revenue (o the coun-
wr $96.77 per acre. 1

: :;': Srniw [i'?lius application by Ternl Tele-

phone for the extension of home service lines

GIS SYSTEM

Continued on Page 2
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1bsent.
Commissioners and the
NR were concerned thal

A dinner theatre, complete
vith an elegant meal and a
imeless theatrical perfor-
ance will be held n
stherville later this month.
lowa Lakes Community
‘ollege, in cooperation with
everal sponsors, will host
he lowa Touring Theatre
‘ompany in a performance
f “The Rainmaker,” Friday,
farch 23.

“The Rainmaker” 1s the
tory of Lizzie Curry’s hife,
[he play 1s set during a
frought that mirrors her
omantically unfulfilled life.
When all seems lost, a color-
1l flim-flam man named
Starbuck appears, promising
that he can bring rain within
P4 hours, for a mere $100.
Starbuck concentrates his
attention on Lizzie while he
huts the men to work on
Leemingly useless tasks
“The Rainmaker,” 15 a
lassic of the American the-
klrt:. It's raucous, charming

i
t
lh.ppmlemrrbm‘

tect our natural resources,”
sagd Spint Lake High School
principal Sheryl Hall. "And
that gives us the opportunity
o teach the kids that this 18
the right thing to do. There

CasCHIITL,
She said this would be a
good use of thelpier. "The

ainmaker to appear at lowa
akes Community College

and sweet — a “feel good™
story for all ages.

Seating for the dinner will
be at 6 p.m. The performance
will follow. Cost for the meal
and play is $30. The dinner
includes a choige of either
orange roughgy or an lows
chop. Individuals are asked
to have their dinner choice
ready at the time reservations
are made. _

Seating is limited and
reservations are fequired. To
reserve tickets, please’ con-
tact the lowa Lakes Commu-
nity College Boundation
office at (712) 362-0491. The
performance will be held in
the gymnasium uf the college
at Estherville.

Also in conjubction with
this event, studems in several
college clubs sell raffle
tickets fom nowidhrough the
performance. Stifen Furni-
ture of Spencef donated a
recliner to be raffied 1o bene-
fit student scholaghips.

X ?Fx"e‘lﬂ Depan

ment of Natural'Resource
which was paid offin 1998 |n
The turbine I8 now prqre
ducing, on-averdge; 100 per®
cent of the electdeity used by
the elementaryischool. The
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Erosion, nutrie
still water qual:

By Jane Shuttleworth

used to target areas
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CLEAN WATER

 Everybody wants it, but at what cost?

Water source management becomes vital

By Greg Drees
In Iii.'hl of the clean waler debales
that have raged in the Towa Great Lakes
Area for decades, and the recent rebirth
of those issues with the proposed estabs
lishment of a water guality district, 1018
necessary in the whole scope of things
to look at municipal utilities that man
age and sell water resources. Recently
water superintendent David Colemaf
and general manager Bob Sewell of
Milford Utilities sal down with The
Dickinson County News to explain Lheir
role in the stewardship of clean waler.
Who doesn’t take potable water for
granted”? We turn on the tap and expeet
quality water to automatically pous
forth. Sure, 1n recent years tap waler fil-
ters and bottled water have becomg
chic. but for the most part we turn it of
and drink it. cook with it and bathe in 1§
And never think twice about 1l .
At Milford Utilities, Coleman ang
Sewell spend each working day 19
ensure that their single source of wat
from West Luke Okoboji 18 safeguarde
Milford Utilities has long been a me
ber of the lowa Great Lakes Cleaj
Water Alliance and has been known as
leader in water quality manageme
within the watershed. Coleman an
Sewell are both personally committ
to the establishment of a funding sour
to drive clean water projects, whether i

|

David Coleman and Bob Sewell

be a water district or some alternative
revenue-raising method.

“What people might not understand
s that Milford Utilities is already indi-
rectly funding clean water efforts,” said
Sewell, “We volunteered for and pro-
moted the Department of Natural
Resources’ request for the delineation
and assessment of our watershed.
Through the cooperation of other
municipal water utilities, we got the
arant money for the study and David,
among others, has spent over 60 hours
on the project that maps out potential
spill problem areas within the water-
shed and illustrates the locations of
storm sewers and farm tiles that can
help prevent them,” he added

Tim Terril of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service has also worked
to complete the delineation project,
which is a collection of software with &
laver of maps. Phase one of the under-
laking, which is the data collection for
source water protection, has been com-
!‘-|{1L.'-J. The second ;ﬂhtu’. which will be
the management strategies, will get
underway if more grant monies are
available. The first grant application,
which was written with the help of lowa
Natural Heritage Foundation consultant
Duane Sands, was rejected last Novem
ber. A similar application will be made
again in April. “There 15 tremendous

competition for

these grant
monies,” Coleman
sand

Milford Utilities,

which is a part ol

the City of Milford

but governed by a

separate hoard ol

{ directors, sells
witer to the munic-
ipalities of Milford,

Wesl Okoboj,
J Wapheton and also
to Osceola Rural
Water. They
will soon sell water

="

to Clay Regional Water. Twenty-seven
percent of the water they gell goes back
to people around the lake. West Lake
Okoboji is also the souree of water [or
Central Water, whichunder a 28E
agreement sells water 1o the towns of
Arnolds Park and Okobdjy, Big Spirit
Lake is the only source of water for the
town of Spirit Lake. “Our thipking has
always been that all mopicipalities in
the watershed, if their source of water 15
the lake, should help protect that water-
shed and participate like everyone else
in environmental-friendly protection,”
said Sewell.

But how best to further fund local
water quality projects? “We need a fair
solution.” said Coleman, “one that
involves everyone who benefits from
the lakes but is not burdensome on any-
one. After all,” he added, “should a
senior citizen in one of ‘our communi=
ties on 4 fixed income pay the same fog
clean water protection as the million
dollar house owner on West Lake’ 1§
you polled area residents they’d say,
sure, they'!l help finance water quality
projects. But it needs to be fair 1o every-
one.”

Before former water superintendent
Mel Berryhill left Milford Utilities, he
and Sewell were both instrumental in
the passage of a bill that controls chem-
ical usage around docks on area lakes.
Essentially, persons must have & certi-
fied applicator’s license before they can
use chemicals that might affect the
lakes around their homes and cottages.
“Why let people put something in the
water that we and other utilities have to
remove before it's safe for customers 1O
drink?" asked Sewell

“For example,” Coleman added,
“people might want to use an algaecide
to kill all the weeds around their dock
in hopes of attaining a nice sandy
beach, but what are they doing to the
water?" Each of the men, however, feel

CLEAN WATER

Continued on Page 2
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Plan to levy tax to
m fund water quali by
'OWA, MINNESOTA GROUPS PLEDGE TO WORK ToGE

Erosion, nutrlqnt load efforts withdrawr,
still water quality conc

What we came up with is
Staff Writer O ‘:’(- ;g-at the idea of a 28F T"Lil’]dlﬂ'_—.f
| t} used to target areas for conservation mc{:):t in L; ik ] O TR (in. e idea o 2 28E fu JLJD“
~g . d to targ X RuAle? onna dns 1o levy a tax greemen 7 ik
ane Shuttleworth : . © programs. He explained onn: ‘ounty 1o finance lake governmental entitie
Blf] ; di-*!‘ILL!HurL i\ﬂ_!%". -dAn save farmers ceémed Cit sOn County finance IJ: . ) l ‘:;T s quum}.
Cﬂntnbutrng Writer how these Programs -..*;! : d fertil- an update water quality efforts have been in the s T
: adino are ' by reducing soil loss and ferul- a _ i Bl .
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Soil crosion dnd__ ;P‘ '_ meems in the 1ZEr use and improve water '-Iualll} _h} She “-p‘ Hl[:; idea was the brainchild workable dgreement. a prope .-_,.]
the main water quality cor e cord xducing nutrient and sediment loading on a pew e Water Oualits o the county and cities, to set
s T LukEN e i . ..“U‘,n - o h"ll e comment ol Citizens foi ’ i 'T-"f up a board 0ol dlrcc[ur.‘ﬂ o
cialljy b vironments Pe ”“;{. uf]ehldn'}:{durmu of the Jackson meeting f; Orville Berg ;-Jvil.L {:.}:'":, re i[i.,‘,;,,,'t. L budget for the dis-
e - 8 d L'w | - & " k - [ e 3 £ ] 18 Ty aditd the pla ) : v i el
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' - group will be refining its pro-

f lack kS o s .;.r- with an eye toward pre

. UMOSt uni- :ur:-' ng them to the cities in the

...IJ.}:._ s the  county in June "

need for _1: waler quality district Although Sparsely .llhnfkf.;lj

II..-“EL' Berp lold ||'Il.' !'!|-.. i'-.i.']u-:,r;- -\'u_ln]i'h”-{,"d O prtfl,i,.-nuk.,ﬂpl_:;l‘:rc

l't:m.m Board of SUPErvisors at meetngs on the i-.\u...h__ s

a hearing Tuesday nght. "We  were some qum[‘linna raised by

':-"-.IHIL'll to be the first water those Jr:tll:cnnluhll'-'f : I fund-
uality district in lowa under ?*.I_u.x'l centered unl.bum‘

::i.!.'.i]i"'-‘- lowa law," Ing. One citizen voiced concern

-.'Hr-;r talking with citizens.

a1 ™ TEATAA
¥

; I ! ) : ! _:‘11 I‘F'
the AUPErvisors. ¢ Fr_l.,- .1[|']L.ILI|‘~. ME@F“ . ' E‘-rr_.

and attornies and others, the WH{ I'-'l‘rflﬂﬂﬂ:l.i}.r LIV BT
group decided to pursue anoth- p-\!' crg m@‘.‘ﬂ.ﬁﬁiﬂt'tm‘ﬁ
Primary water quality issues
= Pesticides and tertilizers on
lawns SIOrm sewerc and
farm run Off
the problem IS, Berg said.
that Towa law Preemprs,
local contro| Of pesticide ang
tertilizer Use, As for storm
SEWErs and the addition of
sedimeny traps, Berg Stated
there were no funds for those
Cven though hundreds are
needed.
Berg said there is a need 1o
“Ome up with funds to help
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barmers'hy g filer $irips e
a0y reco, :11aaqd.'trt::-rw§d-:~ibi'
local funds to go along with
the state and federy| grants
that suppo them, -
.'ewmj. (0 eighty Percent
Of project dollars for Water
quality come from state and
lederal funds. Berg added
3esides ( 1zens for Water
UL:.H'I.'_'-._ lowa Great | akes
Wate; Qualiry District. the
Clean Wate; Alliance and

Di¢ Kinson SOil and Water
( Unversation i'Jhrurf_ are aj|

.-.a-.:r-!ur;-.}- on wate Quality
IS5Ues -
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Second Spirit Lake wind
turbine seeks approval

By Roger Wiley

After eight years of suc-
cess with the Spirit Lake
School District’s current
wind turbine generator, the
Spirit Lake Board of Educa-
tion is poised to let a contract
for the purchase and installa-
ton of a second unit, This
one will potentially have
five times the generating
capacity of the first turbine
The board meeting 15 Mon-
day evening.

“What's exciting about
having the wind turbines is
that we are modeling the phi-
losophy that we need to pro-
1ect our natural resources,”
sayd Spint Lake High School
principal Sheryl Hall. “And
that gives us the opportunity
to teach the kids that this is
the right thing to do. There

are lots of ways that we can
use the data about our vsage
of the [current] turbine, and
it's been well-used in classes,
particularly science classes.
"It also shows good stew-
ardship — the benefits to
laxpayers are substantial.”
The first turbine, which
provides electricity only to
the elementary school, was
purchased in 1993 for a total
cost of 5239500, A
$119,000 grant from the U.
S. Department of Energy
helped fund the project. The
remainder ol the capital costs
came from a low-interest

loan from the lowa Depart-,

ment of Natural Resources,
which was paid off in 1998,
The turbine is now pro-
ducing, on-average, 100 per-
cent of the electricity used by
the elementary school. The

T —

lowa Legislature has mandat-
ed and the Towa Utilities
Board has promulgated regu-
lations that require utility
companies to credit or pur-
chase excess power generat-
ed by such wind turbines —
Known as “net metenng.”

The first turbine 1s a Wind
World 480 volt, three-phase
generator which is capable of
producing up to 250 kilo-
walts of electricity per hour.
The average production per
yvear has been approximately
300,000 kilowatts. The
threshold wind speed to pro-
duce electricity 1s eight miles
per hour,

Bid specifications for the
new wind turbine generator
require a umit capable of pro-

N;uurul'lhﬁmg
Duane Sands, Wi
ber, A simlar ag
again in April.
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Erosion, nutrient loading are
still water quality concerns

By Jane Shuttleworth
Contributing Writer

Soil erosion and nutrient loading are
the main water quality concerns in the
fowa Great Lakes watershed, accord-
ing to Tim Terrill, Environmental Spe-
cialist,

_ Terrill provided an update on the
five-year plan and presented two maps
'showing land use and erosion rates
‘across the area at a meeting of the
lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
Alliance at the Waitt Water Quality
Lab at Lakeside Laboratory on
Wednesday.

The maps were prepared with GIS
technology with assistance from lowa
Lakes Community College.

Terrill showed how the maps can be

used to target areas for conservation
agriculture programs. He explained
how these programs can save farmers
money by reducing soil loss and fertil-
izer use and improve water quality by
reducing nutrient and sediment loading
into the lakes.

Ralph Nordstrom, of the Jackson
County Soil and Water District in Min-
nesota, pointed out that the watershed
maps stopped at the Minnesota line.
~ "Forty percent of your watershed is
in Minnesota, and the water does not
stop at the state line,” he said.

His comment sparked discussion on
how to increase cooperation between
the lowa and Minnesota portions of the
watershed. A tentative meeting date
was set in May for Dickinson County
and Jackson County watershed staff to

meet in Lakefield to address this need.
Donna Buell, representing Con-
cerned Citizens for Water Quality, gave
an update on water-quality funding.
She reported that the group is working
on a new proposal based on public
comment from the February public
meeting facilitated by Pat Body and
the lowa Natural Heritage Foundation.
The citizen’s group plans to with-
draw its pention to form a water quali-
ty district and replace it with a new
plan based on county-wide participa-
tion. A public meeting on the proposal
1S expected to be scheduled sometime
in May.
_ The next Clean Water Alliance meet-
E]ghwill be July I8 at 1:30 at the Waitt
ab.

rdan

l trict’s first wind turbine
oon be seeing a second and larger wind-powered
familiar landmark. The Spirit Lake Board of Educatio
Al of the second turbine, which would produce five tim
enerator.

o a&-ol

y a tax in Dickin-
¥ 10 Iinance lake
eftorts have been

‘as the brainchild
" Water Quality,

g, spokesman for
atd the plan to

two-tiered tax of

ners around the
L] T I —

L

LR RS

tal 1n
chem-
lakes.
certi-

DCN photo by Roger

er proposal.

"What we came up with is
the idea of a 28E funding
agreement, a contract to allow
governmental entities to share
tn the cost of a water quality
district," Berg said. "We hope a
workable agreement, a proposal
to the county and cities, to set
up a board of directors to
approve a vudget for the dis-
trict, oversee and decide on
projects could be done.”

Auar tha npxt few weeks the
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Fens provide valuab

By Steve Anderson
Silver Lake Clean Water
Project Coordinator

This is the third article in
a series of four telling about
the Silver Lake Warershed
and what the Soil and Water
Conservation District of
Dickinson and Osceola
Counties want to address
with a Clean Water Project
application grant

The Silver Lake fen is
another one of Iowa's true
natural treasures found in
Dickinson County, The Sil-
ver Lake fen is located on the
west shore of Silver Lake.
The Silver Lake fen is one of
only two known artesian fens
found 1n that state of lowa.
e Silver Lake fen has been

Water Quality District. Although | feel the moderator did a
very good job of controlling the meeting, | do want 1o say the
Clean Water Alliance was able to get their opinions while

than a mandated tax. In addition, if our County Government
and the local city governments do not see this Clean Water
Alhance important enough to budget a significant amount of
the groups needed funds into their annual budgets, then why
should we feel it that important. After all, we all agreed at
Saturday's meeting, clean water in this "State Treasure”, the

lowa Great Lakes, is important not only to the County but to |
the State of lowa.

trict are the following |

interest group, much like taxing for the purpose of funding |

Water quality addressed

| CAPIT

Farmable Wetlands p1

| attended the brainstorming meeting held Feb. 24 on the

others of us were held to the Golden Rule. Because of that | By U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley reconstruc
am expressing my opinion through this newspaper. , Farmers accustomed to grappling with ble.
| am sull n_.mlum:{i and unable to understand why we need | small wet, low-lying areas located Smack in the cL
a new tax 1o fund these special interest groups. It seems if we | dab in the middle of their mates that
speak out against this tax, we are put in to a bad character fields will be glad to hear pe enrollec
category. | think we need to look at what is going on here in that sign-up has begun for additional
- my opinion, this is a special interest group, not unlike those a newly created conserva- Crop acres
volunteers of the Cancer Society, who are looking for a easier tion program that offers this new we
route for funding — a new tax. | prefer a choice to give rather eligible producers eco- Unlike th

| nomic incentives 1o
| restore these wetlands
and adjacent buffers by
taking them out of produc-
| tion for conservation pur-
poses.

Administered through the 16-year-old
Conservation Reserve Program, the
Farmable Wetlands Pilot program gives
producers in lowa, Minnesota, Montana,
Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota

lands pilot
eligible acr
Keep in mi
100,000 ac
years in ex
ments, ince
INg agreemt
Restorin
garth's natu
nelp mitigal
improve sur

My issues and concerns with forming a Water Quality Dis- |

A. Itis a TAX! It is a new tax, which will fund a special

rated by the lowa State Pre- it like a spring. This water the Cancer Society or United Way the opportunity to enroll up to 40 acres per_groundwatet
serves Board as the best fen collects along the hillside _ B. This TAX is on properties owned by a select group of tract if they meet the following eligibility = = This new
in the state of Jowa., So all and actually creates saturated Irf:l:::f{f'f,"’”mw”'.‘m 0n cveryone that enjoys and/or benefits | requirements: the land must prgu:ously remove the
what is.a fen vob. maybe ask-  soilarea. il |-]|';1UE::::-I L.J'f.t at L.l]:l:rx T‘.‘dut only will d large number of | have had an agricultural commodity plant- who embrac
ing? : 4 This saturated soil slows - ners not be able to vote on this tax, it exempts ed 3 of the last 10 crop years; a wetland Nature to wc

A fen is a very umique land
feature that created by spe-
cial conditions. First of all
most fens in lowa are usually
located on the side of a hill
but can occur on all types of
landscapes.

The Silver Lake fen 1s
located on the side of a hill.
On this special hillside there
is water that is coming out of

the decomposition of plants
and over a thousand years or
more creates peat. The peal
1s like a huge sponge that
holds water and creates spe-
cial conditions for specific |
plant populations 1o grow. 4

One reason the Silver
Lake Fen is Iowa's number
one fen 1s because the plant
population that is found

ing

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

| read a propaganda article
from the Dickinson County
Farm Bureau recently. The
neadline said, "lowans should
ne confident in knowing that
farmers care for the enviran-
nent.”
| thought, "Yes, we should,
>ut why ‘aren't we?" The Farm
Jureau Is a huge lobbying
yroup, just behind the National
Jifle Association in moneys
-pent; responsible for influenc-
ng state and national legisia-
ors to do a variety of things
hat have made lowa family
armers welfare recipients.
The Farm Bureau may in
act be well meaning, but it
\pparently does not have the
visdom to; recognize the
\asic laws of economics, com-
rrehend the global market,
salize the effects of years of
serbicides, pesticides (poi-
ons), and artificial fertilizers
n the soil and water; and/or
ne issues of biotechnology.
The article boasts of having
5 million acres of land
snrolled in continuous
Jonservation Reserve
>rogram, far ahead of other
;tates. While the program IS
reat for soil rejuvenation and
Jildlife habitat, that was not its
urpose.

It is a grandchild of the
50's Soil Bank and other set
\side programs — all
lesigned to artificially inflate

aking land out of production.
"he fundamental laws of sup-
ly and demand were abused
y the Farm Bureau.

By paying farmers to leave
and idle and diminish supply
5 boosts the price, instead of
uggesting and supporting
ther crops, organic farming,
lternative land use, the
iureau lobbies for subsidies,
irect support payments and
ther governmental schemes

He questions Farm Bureau wol«

he price of corn and beans by

1at impose and perpetuated a
relfare economy on the small

farmer

The article also boasts of
soll erosion decreasing—as
lowa leads all other states in
soil erosion tonnage, that
should not be too difficult con-
sidering the acres taken out of
production! It also says,
"_..water quality is improving!”

What water are they talking
about? Is it Rural Water, water
pumped out of Okoboji and
Spirit Lake; turned into a
chemical cockltail to counter e-
coli, excessive run-off chemi-
cals (phosphorus and
nitrates), fertilizers, herbicides,
feed lot drainage, manure
lagoon flooding, and other pol-
lutants now found in detrimen-
tal amounts in source water?

The exceptionally high inci-
dence of breast, prostate, and

colon (all water dependant
systems) cancer in the farm

belt does not indicate
improved water quality!
Likewise, the massive growth
of the bottled water industry
and home filtration systems
does not indicate water quality
improvement.
| have a hunch the Farm

Bureau read Dr. Downing's,
(ISU professor Gov. Vilseck
charged with looking at lowa's
impaired waters) recent report
in the March 12 Des Moines
Register stating that lowa,
" has some of the most fertil-
izer-polluted waters in the

world,” _ _
The Farm Bureau article is

a feeble attempt at damage
control. | suggest that instead
of self-aggrandizement, the
Bureau should put its lobbying
efforts and money into activi-
ties to improve water quality
by educating farmers in safe
land management practices
and encouraging government
support of alternative farming
practices.

D.K. HALLING
Milford

all AG.-land that may or n '
: ) 1ay not have contribut :
problem, e
| C. The elected governing Board will more than likely be
the same group requesting this tax as again there 1s a signifi-
cant number of affected landowners that are registered some-
where else and will not be able to vote on the tax or on the
Board controlling tax money,
~ D. There is no recourse for the taxpayer if this tax is voted
in, as this tax will not come up for review by the voting tax-
payers tor another 8 years. ; |
It Dickinson County believes the Clean Water Alliance is
important, then lets look at funding them with already exist-

General Fund ending balance was $1.9 mi
of the actual expenditures, This

Ay 1‘|'|‘I-_l-| i o | L i b

their drinking water from the lakes?
in the

must be 5 acres or less; a buffer may not
exceed the greater of 3 times the size of
the wetland or an average of 150 feet on
either side of the wetland; and producers
agree to take restorative measures 1o

waler quaity
Interested
lotal Farm &

geit the full
f ’mer. | can

tax money. Last year-end, June 30, 2000, the County

Ilion or 57 petcent

1378 year the General Fund’ was

. . A iR W -

TVE SOME questions. Are Ihcﬁ.' the only ones who get
Don't all property values

\ren't they one of the rea-

area benetit frerom the lakes?

Budget woes could close sta

By Paul Wahl |
Editor

revenue, some departments and
divisions mdy be given a smaller |
operating budget for fiscal year |
2002, but it is not yet certain this
will occur to state parks,” said |
Steve Pennington, interim |
administrator of lowa DNR -
Parks, Recreation and Preserves
Division.,

“The discussion was that “if’
the parks budget were reduced
by a certain amount, 1t could
result in the necessity to close |
some smaller parks,"

get, they could rar:
fees to make up the
Stevens said.

Last year, fees \
and an additonal
flowed into the De;
Natural Resources. N
was used to staunc!
deficit.

[Tapper’s Bay

According 1o State Rep. Greg
Stevens, Pikes Point State Park)
on West Lake Okoboji and Trap-
pers Bay State Park near Lake |
Park on Silver Lake could b:I
impacted |

Stevens tried unsuccesstully] |
to amend the House version off
the Agriculture and Naturall |
Resources appropriations bills 1o
replace the lost funding.

“However, the bill did say' |
that if there wasn't enough

money in the department’s bud-
.-

f the legislature and governor

don't come to an agreement
this week, 10 state parks could
be closed this summer, including
two in Dickinson County

Last week, the lowa House of
Representatives removed
$500.000 from the Department
of Natural Resources budget in a
cost-saving ettort.

“Due to the downtumn 1n tax

Continue

g prelimt”

yrters are
that a new
thﬂUi"F ol
are of the
and because
ceal ool fo1
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Water quality addressed

| attended the brainstorming meeting held Feb. 24 on the
Water Quality District. Although | feel the moderator did a
very good job of controlling the meeting, |1 do want to say the
Clean Water Alliance was able to get their opinions while
others of us were held to the Golden Rule. Because of that |
am expressing my opimon through this newspaper.
| am still confused and unable to understand why we need
a@ new tax to fund these special interest groups. It seems if we
speak out against this tax, we are put in to a bad character
category. | think we need to look at what is going on here in
my opinion, this is a special interest group, not unlike those
volunteers of the Cancer Society, who are looking for a easier
, route for funding — a new tax. | prefer a choice 10 give rather
¢ than a mandated tax, In addition, if our County Government
j and the local city governments do not see this Clean Water
. Alhance important enough to budget a significant amount of
 the groups' needed funds into their annual budgets, then why
should we feel it that important. After all, we all agreed at
Saturday's meeting, clean water in this "State Treasure”, the
| lowa Great Lakes, is important not only to the County but to
the State of lowa.
My issues and concerns with forming a Water Quality Dis-
trict are the following.

dds A Itis a TAXD It is a new tax, which will fund a special

“interest group, much like taxing for the purpose of funding
the Cancer Society or United Way
B. This TAX is on properties owned by a select group of

[Axnavers rather than o aussuacaal oo

Water Quality District raises questions

decided 1o &ll"'."u-._[]i_"lq.,‘ 10 [he

Farmable Wetlands program is worth a second look

By U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley

Farmers accustomed to grappling with
small wet, low-lying areas located smack
dab in the middle of theun
fields will be glad to hear
that sign-up has begun for
a newly created conserva-
tion program that offers
eligible producers eco-
nomic Incentives 10
restore these wetlands
and adjacent buffers by
taking them out of produc-
tion for conservation pur-
poses

Administered through the 16-year-old
Conservation Reserve Program, the
Farmable Wetlands Pilot program gives
producers in lowa, Minnesota, Montana,
Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota
the opportunity to enroll up to 40 acres per
tract if they meel the following eligibility
requirements: the land must previously
have had an agricultural commodity plant-
ed 3 of the last 10 crop years; a wetland
must be 5 acres or less; a buffer may nol
exceed the greater of 3 times the size of
the wetland or an average ot 150 feet on
either side of the wetland; and producers
agree to take restorative measures (o

Budget woes could close s

inierim

LAckmsan County News because so many things happen in
ne nter when we are not in residence at the Lakes Area
11 1 I il the waler Lllhllillf'» district 1s a
CASC 1IN poInt. 1 1 I establishing a water {41!.1[1!} district
tainly a worthy one and one with which 1 do not think
1d g \ccording to the article, the funding
15 d question, and the suggestion has been made that the prop-
erty owners in the hirst two ters back trom the lakes should
he only ones a sed o provide the needed money
Donna Buell, head of the Concemed Citizens for Water Qual-
1y, | ted as saying she believes 1t 1s a fair approach
because those people are able to use the lakes for recreation.
get their drinking water from the lakes, and benefit from
increased property values
[ have some questions: Are they the only ones who get
hetr drinking water from the lakes? Don't all property values
In the area benelit from the lakes” Aren't they one of the rea-
Ik wa
. of
as
5 1IN
con-
out of
ing! vy P 7 »venue, some departments and
1lking By Paul Wahl :jL cnue, some departments : u
Editor Ivisions may be giy en a smaller
wgtef ; operating budget for fiscal year
nd II the legislature and governor 2002, but it is not yet certain this
don't come to an agreement will occur to state parks,” said
iter e- this week, 10 state parks could Steve Pennington,
emi- be closed this summer, including administrator of Iowa DNR
two i Dickinson County Parks, Recreation and Preserves
cides, Last week, the Iowa House of Division
e Representatives removed “The discussion was that ‘if’
ar pol- $500,000 from the Department the parks budget were reduced
imen- of Natural Resources budget in a by a certain amount, it could
ater? cost-saving effort. result in the necessity to close
1 inci- “Due to the downturn in tax some smaller parks."

3, and

.\.LLH"ILEIH_‘.‘ [D) ‘\.L!!L‘ j'{'«.'l" {J‘f':g
stevens, Pikes Point State Park
on West Lake Okoboji and Irup-
pers Bay State Park near Lake
Park on Silver Lake could be
impacted

Stevens tried unsuccessfully

to amend the House version of

the Agriculture and Natural

Resources appropriations bills 1o
replace the lost funding
“However, the bill did say
that if there wasn't enough
money in the department's bud-

reconstruct the wetland as best as possi-
ble.

In the current fiscal year, the USDA esti-
mates that 33.9 million U.S. crop acres will
be enrolled in the CRP'and by next year an
additional 500,000 environmentally fragile
gcrop acres are anticipated to be enrolled in
this new wetlands conservation program

Unlike the CRP, the sign-up for the wet-
lands pilot program is not competitive and
eligible acres are automatically acceplted
Keep in mind that lowa may enroll up to
100,000 acres. Contracts run from 10 to 15
years in exchange for annual rental pay-
ments, incentive payments and cost-shar-
Ing agreements for conservation practices

Restoring wetlands helps keep the
garth’'s natural ecosystem Intact. Wetlands
help mitigate downstream flood damage,
improve surface walter quality and protect
groundwater supplies.

This new conservation program will
remove the financial penalty for tarmers
who embrace practices that allow Mother
Nature to work her wonders on soll, air and
water quality.

Interested farmers should contact their
local Farm Service Agency to sign up and

get the full details. As a lifelong family

fafmer, | can appreciate the many financial

ICCS 10 make up the difference,” |
levens said
[_ast YCAr, Iees were raised |
dnd an additional $450.000
flowed into the Department of
atural Resources. Much of that
was used to staunch
deticit.

[rapper’s Bay and Pike's |

1

and environmenial decisions that individual
farmers must make e

ach crop year
Such decisions play into a farmer's bot-

tom j”'|;5'. A Mo .FT.i_;'i’?T. inea F‘ﬂVir{]flmBﬂfal

health of the land, air and water affected by
his farming operation _

Good public policy ought to recognize
the challenges farmers face in their efforts
to strike a balance between earning a
decent living and continuing smart stew-
ardship of the earth' s natural resources.
For generations, farmers across lowa have
tilled their fields and made a spring
covenant to treat the land with care and
respect, asking for a bountiful harvest in
return.

A farmer's productivity may be measured
in bushels per acre, but his ability to sus-
tain his livelihood off the land can be traced
to sensitive land, air, and water quality
management and conservation practices.

Through its arsenal of conservation
assistance programs, the USDA can help
producers keep a farmer's promise: to earn
a decent living, preserve natural resources,

enhance the environment and feed a grow-
iIng world population

Grassley represents lowa in the U. S.
Senate.

tate parks here

get, they could raise camping |
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Bixby

CUTS
Continued on Page 2 | |

Bellevue ane

ON THE BLOCK?

| | M Pikes Point State Park
B Trappers Bay State Park
M Mini-Wakan State Park
M Okamapedan State Park
B Wanata State Park

@ Fish Farm Mounds
M The Museum and Nature Centers
located af Fort Atkinson. Maqguoketa
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"istrict natat’ artists

s part of Soil
Conservation
arth Day events

and

the children on developing a
poster

The posters were completed at
the schools and submitted to the
o the district for judging

Over 400 posters were received
this year for judging with entries in
three different divisions - Division
1, grades K -1; Division 2, grades
2-3 and Division 3, grades 4-6

Here are the winners.

B McKenzie Calt, first-grade
student at Spiril Lake Elementary,

W Dana Potter, second grade
student at Spirit Lake Elementary
and Krista Kolegrall, third grade
student at Okobojl Elementary
(ie)

B Kathleen Rowley, fourth-
grade student at Spirit Lake Ele-
mentary

Each ol winners will receive an
Earth Week 2001" t-shirt and a

a’

Water Quality
Commission

needs two
more votes

By Krista Abels
News Intern

Onl}- lwo more Cities remain
in getting a Water Quulity
Commission started in the lowa
Great Lakes region,

The Commission would help to
protect the quality of the water in
the lakes in Dickinson County.

In order for the Water Quality
Commission 1o become a reality,
it must be approved by all of the
communities in the county and
the board ol supervisors

Rt‘”hlll::ﬂ}__‘ O approve the
commission are Terril and Lake
Park

“We've applied for our own
grant that will do basically the
same thing for us that the Water
Quality Commission would do,”
said Lake Park -'\L!I:wﬂl Raobert
Anton Sr. “The grant will come
through in September, 50 the ity
council voted to waitl to make a
decision about the Water Quality
Commission until we see the
results of that grant.”

Terril is stll gathering infor-

‘We've applied for
our own grant that
will do basically the
same thing for us
that the Water
Quality Commission
would do.’

ROBERT ANTON SR.
LAKE PARK MAYOR

maton

“We really haven't heard a lot
about the Commission so far, so
we haven't made any decisions
yet, but 1 think they are scheduled
to present their ideas at our npext
meeting.” said Ternl Mayor Don
Holmberg

If the commission is formed,
cach community will have one or
more represenfatives on 1l

COMMISSION

Continued on Page 2

es to

rapidly in this county than m
other parts of our state,
Northey said. "The desire for
housing in this area has
affected natural drainage
waterways to our lakes."

In many new building
sites, fill is required to make
a4 low or water-laden area
buildable

Many of the wetlands in
the region have been made
dry as a means to provide
more buildable land next to
or near a lake.

A lattice-work of policy 18
in place to deal with drainage
1S5UCS,

lowa code provides a
framework for establishing a
drainage district. And, as
Northey is quick 1o point out,

forefront

drainage districting 1s totally
voluntary.

Many things contribute to
drainage problems, Une
rather obvious cause is hard
surfacing land. When use ol
a piuuu]ul land is turned (o
such things as a parking lot
it creates a greal place to
park but it can also elim
nates a place where wales
D[f"rlﬂlhi} soaked into the
ground.

" "The hard surfacing of
land takes away from the
normal absorbability ol
eround and grass in dealing
with run-off,” Northey said

 DRAINAGE
Continued on Page 2A
.'l' ‘:?' _1..'_: :'l-- l;fr"f
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Department of Agriculture program, the Soil and Water Conservation

Assistance (SWCA) Program

SWCA is a voluntary program that provides cost-share and incentive
payments to help landowners address serious threats to soil, water and
related natural resources. Conservation practices may help to improve
and protect cropland, grazing lands, wetlands and wildlife habitat

L«..tIT!IJ eligible for SWCA must be outside of funded Environmental

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) priority areas and outside of the

national Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) priority areas. In

addition, land approved for 2001 statewide EQIP contracts is not eli-
gible

Signup for SWCA finds is continuous Applications signed prior to
July 13 will be included and ranked in the first group of :'zpplxcanuns

-xppli:.u!mm will be ranked according to the amount of benefits
n_ﬂca‘cd to the environment at the most reasonable cost to the USDA
Contracts will be awarded 1o the highest ranked applications, Another
ranking may occur later in the year, and all SWCA funds must be
obligated in a contract by Oct. 1, 200]

“SWCA will provide landowners in non-priority areas an addition-
al opportunity to install conservation practices and systems on pas-
tureland, cropland and wildlife areas.” sald Leroy Brown, State
Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) in lowa. NRCS is the U.S. Department of Agriculture
agency that will administer SWCA. “SWCA will provide financial

sntivectnc lows landowners while helping to improve waler qual-
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Over 400 posters were received
this year for judging with entries in
three different divisions — Division
1, grades K -1, Division 2, grades
2-3 and Division 3, grades 4-6.

Here are the winners:

oun- @ McKenzie Colt, first-grade

student at Spirit Lake Elementary.
M Dana Potter, second grade
student at Spirit Lake Elementary

ordi- and Krista Kolegraff, third grade
Inson  student at Okoboji Elementary
ofter, (lie)

I| s Art 8 Kathleen Rowley, fourth-

fE R AR RS WSS -

rapidly 1n this county than in
other parts of our state,”
Northey said. "The desire for
housing in this area has
aftected natural drainage
walerways to our lakes."

In many new building
sites, fill 1s required to make
a low or water-laden area
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COMMISSION

Continued from Page 1

appointed by the respective
City councils

The Towa Great Lakes area
has the Clean Water Alliance
that is working for waler
quality. It focuses on water-
shed boundaries — the area of
land dround the lakes that
contain water that drains into
the lakes

With the new Water Quali
ty Commission, the areg
could expand to political
boundaries and in turn
include all of Dickinson
County, 1t also could be used
1o supportl and encourage
projects in the Minnesola
portion of the watershed

I'he Clean Water Alliance
1s a codalition of more than 30
government and nongovern-
mental organizatons, such as
lake protective associations,
conservation groups, the
DNR, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and
Dickinson and Jackson Coun-
ty Soil and Water Conservi-
ton Districts

l'he purpose of the
Alliance is 10 improve water
quality planning and coordi
nation and to avoid duplica-
tion of water quality efforts

T'he Water Quality Com-
mission would provide a
long-term, reliable and fair
CNuLy o preserve, improve,
protect and promote the qual-
ity of water in the lakes locat-
ed in Dickinson County

Fhe creation of the Water

Quality Commission would
alsa provide a reliable source
of funding to the efforts for
water quality.

“Right now, we go around
hat in hand every year to get
the money we need, which is
very time-consuming and
unreliable,” said Jane Shuttle-
worth, environmental coordi-
nator tor lowa Lakeside Labs.
“This commission would
ensure that we have the
money o continue into the
next year.”

Having the guarantee of
local money every year
would also help to attract
more matching funds. The
money would come from
state and tederal water guali-
1y organizations.

The Clean Water Alliance
Long Range Plan could serve
as a decision-making guide
tor the Commission if it is
approved. The plan includes a
list of goals, objectives, and
lead organizations designated
to carry out those goals.

Many of the goals in the
plun have been accomplished,
others lack permanent fund-
ing, one of those being water
quality testing. The Commis-
sion could help 1o support
these goals

“We have been working on
gettiing this commission
going for a year now, and
were glad 1o see that things
are going so well,”" Shuttle-
worth said
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New funds available for
| conservation practices

REGIONAL - Approximately $400,000 in cost-share funds are
es o now available 1o

some lown landowners through a new US
Department of Agriculture program, the Soil and W

aler Conservation

PR : S THT
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in place to deal with drainage

ground and grass in dealing

iy, reduce Erosion

ment per participant shall not cxceed 550,000

dre not limited to: consery
grassed

faces, tree plantings,
habitat management and others

office for a complete list of
enrolling in the program

(on in all jts
national origin, sex.
orientation, or marital or famuly status

year, and all SWCA funds must he
obligated in a contract by Ut 1, 2001

with run-off,” Northey said SWCA will provide landowners in non-priority areas an addition-

ules b ISSUCS. - - dl pporiunity to instal| Lonservatuon practices and syslems on pas-

bas# p lowa code provides S tureland, cropland and wildlife ‘areas.” said Leroy Brown, State

)- framework for establishing a DRAINAGE Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service

pf  drainage district. And, as [T Page 2A (NRCS) in lowa. NRCS is the U S Department of Agriculture

:H EE i¢  Northey is quick to point out, . jaart - agency that will administer SWCA. “SWCA will provide financial

d L MO ST DUTIG ey e : Lt L.Ilr_— JiIcentves o lowsy |

Activation _:“"II“!” Com. e 1 T s iee ¢ I——

ancowners while helping to improve water qual
dnd enhance wildlife habitai
Landowners dgree (o sign 10 ten-year contract, and will b
equired 'to develop a conservation plan for
SWCA. The contract will inciude a practice completion schedule, as
well as maintenance for the life of the practice. Landowners will
receive 75 percent cost-share for eligible practices, and the total pay-

simd Brown
a five

the lreq enrolled in

According to Brown, praclices eligible for cost-share include, but

ation cover, grade stabilization structures,
@ walerways, prescribed Erazing, streambank protection, ter-

Wasle management systems. wildlife upland
Brown cncourages landowners to check with their local NRCS
cligible practices and specifics on

The US. Department of Agriculture (USDA

) prohibits discrimina
programs and activilies on the

basis of race. color,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
C&-07-0¢
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sistrict natat’ artists

onservation
arth Day events

and the children on developing a
Com- poster

d the The posters were completed at
con- the schools and submitted to the
ad by to the district for judging.

Com- QOver 400 posters were received
Con- this year for judging with entries in
ealur- lhrru diffe rwu! divisions — Division

. grd des K -1; Division 2, grades
B mis- and Fhumurr 3. grades 4-6.
| Week Here are the winners

oun- B McKenzie Colt, first-grade

student at Spint Lake Elementary,
B Dana Potter, second grade
tudent at Spirit Lake Elementary
and Krista Kolegraft, third grade
student! at Okoboji Elementary
otter, (lie)
S Art B Kathleen Rowley, fourth-
ildren grade student at Spirit Lake Ele-
mentary
ntary Each of winners will receive an
“Earth Week 2001" t-shirt and a

rowth pushes drainage issues to forefront - -

By Mike Jordan
Staft Writer

"':_”'-“h 'H;:r.,i!} i Dickinson Cotin-
p ty Board ol Supervisgrs
om the meeting goes by without dis
Lake cussion of drainage issugs
e Almost any other gover-
[.)DHU mental ennty in the Ili“.l
roject. It Great Lakes region is likely
o filter (0 have drainage 15sues onjts
o agenda.
K 'he reason, according to
1 Wayne Northey, chairman of
m. the Dickinson Counity Board
_ of Supervisors and long-time
ils a area farmer, is growth
sent "Part of the reason we sce
e work the issue of drainage keep

coming up at our govem
mental meetings 1s the use of
dike Jordan

rapidly in this county than in
other parts of our state,”
Northey said. "The desire for
housing in this area has drainage
affected natural drainage
walerways 1o our lakes.”

In many new building
sites, fill s required to make
a low or water-laden area
buildable,

Many of the wetlands in
the region have been made
dry as a means to provide
more buildable land next to “The hard surfacing of ygpa
or near a lake. land takes away from the 5. ..

A lattice-work of policy 15
in place to deal with drainsge
ISSUES,

lowa code provides a
framework tor establishing
drainage district. And, as

By Krista Abels

News Intern

Onlj.' (WO more ¢ilies remain
| in getting a Water Quality

Commission started in the lowa

Great Lakes region
The Commission would help to

Water Quality
Commission

needs two
more votes

‘We've applied for !
our own grant that »
will do bemica]]y the

same thing for us
that the Water

protect the quality of the water in Qlelltl, (_ I}I'I‘II'I'IIHH[{JH ;

the lakes in Dickinson County.

In order for the Water Quality
Commussion to become a reality,
it must be approved by all of the

would do.’

ROBERT ANTON SR.
LAKE PARK MAYOR

T T R P e TIONCY TO " CONTIMUE IMTG e

include all of Dickinson
County, it also could be used
to support and encourage
projects in the Minnesota
portion of the watershed

The Clean Water Alllance
15 a coghiton of more than 30
government and nongovern-
mental organizations, such as
luke protective associations,
conservation groups, the
DNR, the Nuatural Resources
Conservalion "&Ll"-u_l. and

Dickigson,

voluntary

ground.,

normal

drainage distncting 1s totally

Many things contribute (o
pruhhnn One
rather obvious cause 15 hard-
surfacing land. When use ol K
a piece of land i1s wrned to i
such things as o parking lot,
it creates a great place to
park but it can also elimi-
nates a place where water prior to
previously soaked into the

next year,”

Having the guarantee of
local money every vyear
would also help to attract
more matching funds, The
money would come from
state and federal water quali
Ly organizations.

The Clean Water Alliance
Long Range Plan could serve
as a duumnn-mnkmg guide
tor the Commission if it 1s
approved. The plan includes a
meanksseabie ctives, and

designated

nent fund-
eing water
+ Commis-
O support

vorking on
NMmiIssion
Nnow,

hat things
" Shuttle-

cations
benefits

Another

absorbability of nust be
ground and grass in dealing
with run-off,

Northey sad
. Idition-

W pas-

DHNNAGE . State

service

the land 1s changing mare

Northey 15 guick o point out,

UL rwily 1 i!l.ll.-!hrq w1 )

fmyminnn pnene

C‘Gnhm;ed on Page oA

culture
nancial

——mﬂ:r qual-




DRAINAGE
Continued from Page 1A
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<rista Kollegraff tied for first in Division Il

AcKenzie
solt was the
vinner in
Jivision |.

imes top "Help A Habitat’ artists

Contest was part of Soil
" and Water Conservation
District’s Earth Day events

Kathleen Rowley was the winner u-.pms.u:m 1]

R e

rour life. Sign up

i will receive

Dll:-k[n":\ljﬁ C-Uljrlt"f ::_:l"_.'I‘II :-'if'i'.!

Water Conservation District Con

missioners have announced ihe

winners of this years posler col

test, which is co-sponsored by

Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Com
pany and the Auxiliary of the C
sarvation Districts of lowa, le: n it
ing the theme, "Help A H_J.hllat
This year, the district C r.ur 1F
sioners co-sponsored E: +r1h Vi
actwmes with the Dickinson f"
y Conservation Board Nalura
and Lakes Art Center
Tom Koster, Assistant Comimis

sioner and Help A Habitat Co d

nator; Barbara 'T:—nu1=r‘1| D
County Naturalist and l_ ssa Pol
Education Director of Laki
Center, met with over ?I.'_'- 0 ch
fromn Harris-Lake Park, Okol
and Spirit Lake Elemen
schools

While the children discussed dll

ferent types of habitals
and Tagami, Potter worl

on daveiogping =]

. were completed at
d submitted to the

r juaging
posters were received
\wdaging with entries in
divisions = Division
{. Division 2, grades

aqrades 4-6

WIT f':.d rs
anzie Colt, first-grade
Spirit Lake Elementary,
Potter, second grade
Spirit Lake Elementary
(olegraff, third grade
‘kobo)l Elementary

low | ¢ fourth-
it Spirit Lake Ele-

ecenve an
hirt ana a

ant to be

Dana Potter
tied for the
winning
spotin
Division 1l

1|'-|;-.I'l|'.. Kinson County Boa
of Supervisors and long-un
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Arnolds
Park holds

off signing

i 13”"1' ;‘f- ;;,:ﬁ.
s agreement

Document would
coordinate water
quality efforts

By Anitra Wolf 08-18 -2
Staff Writer

he Amold's Park City Council sur

' prised Dickinson County water qual-
ity supporters Wednesday night, deciding
to wait on signing the 28E agreement (o
create 4 water quality commission.

The shock came just after supporters
celebrated Monday's signing of the |
agreement by Lake Park, supposedly the
last city to climb on board.

But things weren't quite wrapped up in
\molds Park. Previously, the council had
accepted the 28E agreement, subject to
the city attorney’'s approval

But Arnolds Park attorney Harold
White didn 't approve

“The problem 1s that in that Z8E there
is no real end to the financial commit-
ments. They literally could go on lorev-
er.” said Arnolds Park Mayor Steve
Dulin, “We just need to have the assur-
ance that our commitment level has a

. | time limit on it ... not just forever.”
LR T ) But the blow isn’t as bad as 1t seems.
““\. " H..\',:“\ A ‘ The problem 1s easily resolved.

T e W "*t\ﬁ I\ The council 1s 100 percent in favor of

* ' ‘ the water quality district” Dulin added
DCN photo by Mike Joroar “We (ust want to see a ime limit on the
d others establish stands of wildflowers and | commitments,”
| Preliminary conversations between the
| Amolds Park and Water Quality Distnct
i lawyers have already begun to remedy

the problem

= E3
ve | Steve Anderson is the coordinator for
. the Clean Water Alliance and one of the
who will advise the Water Quality
p

Ginger Vietor's job is 10 help farmers an
n,“l'[r:;r'“. carasse! throuah Hal: Mative F‘Li."\_.-l'}f:].i.'—:_‘t;ﬂl"n'}rl P”}E’r:—”r

people
Commission

“I’11 just be a little formality,” said
Anderson, “They (Arnolds Park) just
want to make sure the wording’s comect.”
Anderson also believes that this 15 a con-
cern that other city councils will see as
well — now that it's been pointed out

“1 think what's going to happen is that

Program aims to establish stands
of wildflowers, grasses in county

jand out of production and planting native

By Mike Jordan wild erasses and flowers | 4l the city attorneys are going to see the
Staff Writer Part of Vietor's job is to help make the | same thing." he said “This is just a little
A program offered throtueh the lowa Pproper transition “'”1.] 3‘-"“:""_'1”511'""LIII":L'l_'rli':"I more protection for all the cities and the

Lakes Resource Conservation and Develop harvestable urup‘rﬂlﬂ.wtlllﬂ_g Sl P | county
Id flowers and land for wildflower and grass planting |  So far no changes to the 28E agree-

ment office could put wi

native wild grasses in your yard.
.-Ka'uuuh]u' (o Ginger Vietor, Native

I{L"xl"_‘l.'LlrI-'l"l.l Progeram Coordinator, |Ll‘-t

any property owner can plant and
' and grasses in planted.

and grass planting 15 important,” Vietor | .o cement is altered, it will need to be
said. "If the field is bean stubble, for exam approved again by all entities.

ple, a person can just go ahead and have 1l But Dulin is hoping an agreement can
be made without needing to do that,

"Preparation of the soil for wild flower \ ment have been made. If the original

aboul
grow native wild flowers

then _‘-.J!'-I

' - . % Lo @ - these
Vieron liae heen working with 1!!*- I:”” - . -
. (e J . ¥ , ! ’ ol the
oram since November of last year. She pro- erodes away and affects the SUCCESS attorney) will be able to pacity our city
: nd education to tarmers planting artornmey.
are planted

\.|-.t|.'~ inlformalion a
and other land owners 1n Dickinson,
Emmet. Palo Alto, Clay anil Buena Vista

PLANTING

counties
l'.”lll..':‘ or land owners can o W [‘l.l:\ ——

ment from the government 101 taking crop

Wildflower and grass seeds

Continued on Page 2

"The ke T 1 £ s v 1o : A
[he key is having a firm .‘LL[:II1t1r'I"In | ['m hoping that with the existng
plants. If the soul 1s 100 TIRELY: wording that Dick Ramsey (the District's

Supervisors malg

.«-_1I | _
Water Quality
Commissi

b - Y
OININISS101]
' m

appomtments
By Mike Jordan & E’F";_? w2 |
Staff Writel

Lhe Dickinson County Sup - ously a '
themselves 1o serve a one-year (et : er (Ju ~..:' .. f
MISsIon

Supervisor David Gottscl wked that R
Halling, a resident in his district, sei oxy on th B
mission tor thederm ' :

The supérvisors also held g publ g on the J
Wik |:"I.'I.I1_L'|‘~. () Ellﬂllj. ] ! i.. _]'It‘.n"lll J
of the Christopherson Ciravel | | wree! of pr jert
was made to Larry Chnstophes L land - |
0,00

I'he other parcel of lind - abuildabl
10-foot piece of county prop [ Srnolde 1TH
was sold to Ron Walk \ - ir lrene VRl
(4] N

Fhe supervisors appi | i me snow f
j‘m]i-n.} for-the county as piesenled | J'|.,;.-.',~
ty Engineer Dan Eckert Tl ayment 1
Inson County lando ! ' - 1P contr: |
their land admimistered th ViCE .
CEnis per hinear 1oor 1 . \ (it} i -k
fence planted. However, | must be fu
along the north and w - el Jounty R §
quality |

The new policy f Y EOrD
well as a plastic sn ! :'" I |

Cohrs Construct -
for the gradi -\ '-.
the Lake Park - ent of
}“I'L'L.!.*..l culvert along | - ¥ succes-3|
was $242 221 R0 i<t " 8 anlv ot } L
submitted and shieghtly un I , ] 2 : "
bid of $242,764.20 OOk E

Steve Anderson, re . he Clea var Allian
sented the supervis L Fegue | .1|r|. !.I-_r.-.l |
Natural Hentage Foundat oM. e land a b
to Gull Point State Park to add to the pa gre = 8

The property is owned by Paul | ot 1 me R
wetlands on it Estimited ol e e thetland ;.; b :
ments to it and miscella PETING at 34208

I

e ——— i —— - e AW Fursasarwrl a1
vere started was in response  activities co
o the threats of Lakeside Waitt facility
losing A variety
In 1995, the Friends place in the
ecame an official, nonprofit  muddle schod

irganization, and Judy Thore-  project is on

pn was elected as the firsl Middle sc¢ II
resident from Dickiné

By 1998, the Friends had surrounding « ‘
wccessfully raised over rate with Towa
®00,000 to build the Waitt munity Colleg ‘

ab, and they are in charge of  to develop.ol
le water chemistry and com- cumculum in
junity education programs restnal ecolog
ffered through it. The from the Kind
iends also support the staff  tion

e i i S —— s A—
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PLANTING

Continued from Page 1

between a quarter-inch and a
half-inch deep

If Brome grass is being
replaced, the process is dif
ferent. The entire field has to
be sprayed to kill it, Howey-

B 'BQUINI ¥ AQ DOMOITOI ‘01310 <P

seed ordering and no-til
drilling to help them estab-
lish native wildflower and
grass plantings.

In conjunction with that
program, assistance 1o

agreement

Document would
coordinate water
quality efforts

By Anitra Wolf 0&-/8 -2
Statl Writer

' I ‘he Amold’s Park City Council sur-
prised Dickinson County water qual-

iy supporters Wednesday night, deciding

—————

appointments
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er, the ".‘Llhi seed |"|:.i|HI|II:'c’ Cn landowners Uv’i'[h iree illl‘._l o wail on siemng the 28E asreement to | I'he other P

take place with a dnll planter shrub plantings 1s also create a water quality commission. 1 6-to0ot piece '
right away. It takes anywhere offered. Lhe shock came just after supporters was sold 1o K

from two to six weeks for the "In Dickinson County, we celebrated Monday's signine of the L3

wild seeds to germunate

"It 1s !H]Eh—ll.m[ LO 'h-;f[“
weeds from causing shade in
the seeded field.” Vietor said
"It 1s also important to Keep
weeds from going to seed
there.”

She recommends two 10

three late-spring or early plant native species in blocks I'he problem 1s that in that 28E there quality
summer mowings to keep so they can watch them 1% no real end to the hnancial commit- L he nes
weeds at six to eight inches develop. We also planted ments, They literally could go on forev- llasap
high native wildflowers and grass- er,” said Arnolds Park Mavor Steve Col III -
FEventuallv a ficld of beau es al the Presbytewan Camp . Dulin. "“"We st need 1o I'I-'!"~L"'EI'I'J qSS U il radh :

tuful wildflowers and grasses
Springs up

But time is a factor

"The first one to two years
these wild planls grow most
of their growth takes place,
during this time period,
below ground.” Vietor
emphasized. "It is the years
after that a person sces the
benefit of these plantings in

have been 'ﬂnf’k]ﬂg with resi-
dential landowners on native
wild flower and grass planti-
ngs, 10o," Vietor said. "On
property just to the east of
the site for the new First
Lutheran Church 1in Milford
we helped the Boy Scouts

and just west of Big Spirit |
Lake we helped establig 5 |
field of native wild plantinyg

that will act as a but'fi'tt Wat&
between crop land and the

lake there.”

The program gets 1ls
native wild seeds from a
company in Luocas. They
have also received seed from
Minnesota and Nebraska

agreement by Lake Park, supposedly the

last aity to ciimb on board

Bul things weren 't quite wrapped up 1n
Arnolds Park. Previously, the council had
.|--.~'1'::'!-_'I.! the Z8E agreement, subject to
the city attormey 's approval

But Arnolds Park attorney Harold
White didn’t approve \

ance that our commitment level has a
time humit on it ... not just forever.”

But the blow isn't as bad as it seems
'he problem is easily resolved.

“The council 1s 100 percent in favor of |
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Lakeside Lab supportershono

By Krista Abels

EIOWETS, red

beautiful perennials.
Vietor 1s also helping peo-

Some of the wild tlowers

281 Lakes Santtary | and education

|l." Wil

ity educatn

native to lowa that can flour- ple grow the native wild |other lished 65 years ag News Intern Another reason the Friend ¢ |
ish here include Yellow Cone seeds for harvesting as a ! caid Over the [*n.t were started w oL rescar g monite g
L L i Fi o= = v £ ™ | ' M :
Flowers. Rattle Snake Mas-  business, She coordinates the v sivocates for the 'he Friends of Lakeside to t ir b '”J response  acuivities copducted at tif
= e * - U b & ! 1UC 18] 1™ I " ¥ i b T | I
ter, Purple Prairie Clover, work to clean and have the ieavated: throud] Lab recentiv/hon: _:,~i o | ¢ threats of Lakeside Want facilin
] i Lrdav vy i - e i il 1OnNoOred the closing . .
Partridge Peas, Blazing Star  seeds tested ng to talking to conce Macbride Society for ||h In = 1905 1] g i acuvitics taif
o ' Bk (HELEAUE AU M e 2 o S n ) e Frier r . : ;
and Foxglove Beard tongue Planning ahead is the key. seant  diffarent city donations 10 the Waitt Water becan : .1_[ hl Friends place - Waitt Lab, Ti|
The native grasses include, Much ol Vietor's work Quality Lab endowmes : : _~l "Lh;a}- nonprofit  middls ol science fie |
i : : : T UL THICE Of EarmZato 1 HWHE W IECT i -
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classrooms and educational munity leaders started the
classes at area schools on the taticd
work she does

'Watching the natural
landscape come back 1s
something | enjoy,” Vietor
said. "I like to imagine what
this area was like before it
was disturbed, What the
wildlife here was like. I plan
to keep doing what I am
doing now to educate people
about our native wildflowers

"It takes two to three years  and: grasses. I would hke to
before  these  plantings Sec everyone usce them.”
become something o look A native of southwesl
at.” Vietor said, "They also Pennsylvania, Vietor graduat-
require special stewardship ed from Princeton University
on the part of the land owner W ith an ecology degree.
to take care of them She worked in Pennsylva-

Vietor has a specialized nia and Minnesota before

successfully raised over wilh

S800,000 to build the Waitt
Lab, and they are in charge of
the water Lh;'iimtr'} and ;'u-m
a mumty education programs
offered through it. The
Friends also support the stafi

Gramma Grass

The native wildtlowers
and grasses are not only
beautiful to view they also
have practical benefits, Once
l.*.‘a-l;!l‘lil‘xill.:tl, !Ih{'f'x choke out
weeds. They offer natural
cover and feed to birds and
other wildlife, as well

Planted between crop land
and a body of water, they acl
as a natural buffer to the
walerway

ralc lowa'Lakeside Cor
munmty Colleoe and Lakesiq
o gaevelop.omdoor learnir|
curriculum in gquatic and te f '
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dWorld Found

Friends of Lakeside Lab 1n
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1993, It 1s intended to expand
and mcrease the emphasis and

commuitment of the Lab as

|
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COIMMUnLY resource 1or water

MonmLorine

quality research

planter for dealing W ith moving with her husband to
native wildflower and grass  Storm [Lake four years ago

seed. Due Lo the nature 0l Prior to taking the coordi-
many of the W ild see | I1 5 nators _[‘mu:nn‘-auh:r worked

S for the conservation Service
in Buena Vista County

She and her husband,
Greg, a construction Worker,
have two boys, Willy, tour
and Cole, two

impossible to plant them
Ll.'*-'-'[u“\ with regular larm
planting equipment

As part of the
"'I!'!:I_tt_‘h the INauve KReveeela
tion Program, the lowa l akes
Resource Lon ervation and
“L‘\L’hi;'lH'n'il! Otnce ollers
any landowner information
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By Joy Hibma
Staff Writer

WI[!i cheers of glee and plenty
of applause, the Clean Water
Alliance celebrated after receiving
the final affirmative vote to estab-
lish Dickinson County’s Water
Quality Commussion, a 28E agree-
ment, Monday mght

[ake Park was the last Dickinson
County city to climb aboard

“We're very pleased that Lake

It’s the most significant thing to happen here since the lowa Great Lakes
Sanitary District was established 65 years ago.’

WATER QUALITY COMMISSION ADVOCATE

Park decided to join in the 28E
Agreement, along with all the other
cities in Dickinson County,” said
Ace Cory, an advocate for the
Water Quality Commission

“It’s the most significant thing to
happen here since the Towa Great

iy

ACE CORY

Lakes Samitary District was estab-
lished 65 years ago.”

Over the past several months
advocates for the commission have
traveled throughout the county,
talking to concerned citizens, 10
different city councils and the

Sl SALITOIUS Falk Vidyol aleve
RQulin. “We just need to have the assur- |

Lonrs Lonstruction of ake wrhe au
Lor '[J'.h.;-.i..’hnill'l'_‘ ol ane mile ol 1h Ave | ..~_|L

Lake Park ayes water quality commission

sand

But after Monday night. all 11
governmental entities have agreed
L0 participate

‘After realizing the amount of
sales tax we receive from the coulr-
iy, I put it in perspective,” said
Lance Heikens, Lake Park '[:Il}'
Council member

county's board of supervisors.

Each one heard the pros and cons
behind having the district

“If we don't protect our lakes,
then revenue will deching, the taxes
will increase and we'll lose
tourism. No one wants that” Cony

COMMISSION
Continued on Page 2A

Ll IVIG,

I'he Okoboji Protective
Assoctation and other com-
munity leaders started the
Friends of Lakeside Lab in
1993, It is intended to expand
and increase the emphasis and
commitment of the Lab as a
community resource for water
quality research, monitoring

son was élected as the first
presudent

By 1998, the Friends had
successfully raised over
$800,000 to build the Waitf
Lab, and they are in charge of
the water chemistry and com-
munity education programs
offered through it, The

Friends also support the staff
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Continued from Page 1A

tHle went on 4o say that keeping
the lakes attractuve and clean

ensure lax revenue

II"'I.' !:'I*-‘

Irom tourist

and property owners

Each communily receives por-
tions ol 1t (local opti
have that
have to get 1t elsewhere. Which

n i i
L] B | i |

4Xx ).

R £ . ¥
ana 11 we 1||l.t|'| | we'd

would be every taxpayer in Dickin-
son County,” Heikens said

T'he first meeting for the com-
mission will be held Sept. 18, with
annual meetngs continuing after-
'.'..|I|1

I'he commission will be made up
of representatives from each gov-

ernmental ently involved will Dt

I'hey canname anyone they
want, and thy will be the ones
deciding the ndget,” said Donna  the
Buell, an advicate for the Water
Quality Commission and membet
of the Clean Wier Alliance firs!

From then on, the Water Quality

l.\li|i_|'i+'|||__' h

providing the

PIrEsServe,
gality of

very proud

ne of the
to have

I'he budget will be prepared
the Commission members cach
VAl It begins July 1 and ends Junt
30 ¥

The maximum annual budgel
should not pxceed $100 000 i
first vear and $200.000 the follow
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Similar stories are coming from
all over lowa and the country

Students at West Elementary
School in Knoxville came to school
on Fifty-Cent Friday knowing the
money would go 1o victims in New
York and Washington, D.C., not to
playground equipment. Students
and staff raised $200

A standup comedian traveling
through Des Moines turned in half

peemang@news dmreg. com
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By Anitra Wolf
Editor

I'he Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
has now made the necessary
connections to begin work-
ing

At their second official
meeting on Sept. 24, the
COmMMISSIONErs were intro-
duced to the Clean Water
Alliance and its members

“The Clean Water Alliance
represents a ready-made
advisory committee for you,"
said Ace Cory, representing
the Inter-Lake Protective
Association. “All of these
people and organizations
have a lot of experience
working with water quality,”

Cory illustrated his point
by showing a chart of the
organizations involved in
lowa Great Lakes water qual-
ity. The chart showed a spi-
der web of connections

Orville Berg, representing
the Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, agreed.

“There are a lot of picces
that fit together,”" he said,
“They actually fit together
well.”

Berg is also the chairman

of the Water Quality Com-
mission.

Before introductions were
through, the commission also
had to be introduced to the
man who would be doing
their footwork, Steve Ander-
s0n,

Anderson, the Clean Water
Alliance Coordinator, intro-
duced himself and the ecight
goals of the alliance,

Other individuals introduc-
Ing themselves and their
orgamizations included Dick
Ramsay, lowa Natural Her-
itage Foundation; Steve
Anderson, Clean Water
Alliance Coordinator; Donna
Buell, Citizens Concerned for
Water Quality and Barbara
lagami, Conservation Board.

After meeting their net-
work ol organizations, the
commission established two
commitiees: a budget com-
mittee and a project proposal
committee

'he budget committee,
made up of the executive
members of the commission.
will meet to decide on a bud-
get form

I'wo forms were discussed
in length at the meeting. The
first budget form would set

aside a minimal amount for
operating expenses and leave
the rest available for whatey-
er projects are deemed most
worthy

l'he second proposal was
0 Create a more formal bud-
gEL .‘1|fl.rL.lr!lIJ__‘ percentages 1o
different project diy
such as education, monitor-
ing and pollution manage-
ment

[he [‘.'r'n_lcd ]‘\:-IFH-\.JI cOm
mittee will work on
process that individuals or

1510 S

tlll.‘

organizations will need to Use
(0 apply for the commission’s
monies

AL hirst, the group will
work on
application form
process and a nmeline. Even
tually, they will be the gon
erning body that chooses
which projects are funded

Both committees will
report their tindings back to
the commission at the next
meeting

For those who feel they
have projects that should be
funded by the commission.
now is the time to start plan-
ning. Contact Steve Anderson
at (712) 336-3782 ext. 3 tor
more information

establishing an
A TEVIEW
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York and Washington, D.C.. not to made o the American Red Cross organizations involved in  commission established two  which projects are funded
playground equipment. Students Disaster Relief Fund by calling ' lowa Great Lakes water qual- committees: a budget com- Both committees will
and staff raised $200 (800) 4357660 iy Tha aham shawnind 8 o mittes and 4 nrorect nronosal  report their lindines back to

A stand-up comedian traveling
through Des Moines turned in half
his take from the weekend — 85 5aid
— to the Red Cross offices in Des Exactly how much lowans have
Moines Eiven 15 '.u:u.lr.u' ~

In Spirit Lake, on-air personali- Mackerley, the Red Lross off1
ties at KUOO radio station started cial in Des Moines is still Tr}"lﬂ,ﬁ, [0
a fund drive on Thursday They tally the Fl_i'ul! u‘f donations H:-I:'
thought it would be great to raise "“fJ it would be later in the week
$5,000, maybe S10,00¢( belore she had a handle g how

By Monday, they had collected mMmuch had come in so far
just more than $200,000, said pro Officials at the Salvation Army
imotions director Bratt Groen atfice in Des Moines Were in 2

“We almost could have used a Similar situation. Cash eounted
traffic cop out front because there Monday topped 310,000, byt offi-
were s manv cars " Groen <aid cials had yet to tally any checks

One oouple from Laurens Reparter Mark Sisben €an be reaghed 2!
donated 32000 at the station's ESTSFZHHETN
booth at the Clav County Fair, he siebenm@news, dmrag com
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The south tower of the World Trade Flames and smoke pour from a building President Bush observes a momeni of Crowds ot the Clay County Fair gathered

Center explodes after being struck by at the Pentagon after a direct hit from silence with a crowd at Emma E. Booker around television sets Tuesday to wr.:rlr h
an alrplane Tuesday moming. an aircraft, PAGE 5 Elementary School in Sarasota, Fla. coverage of the tragedy
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smoke, flomes and debris erupts from one of the World Trade Center towers as a plane strikes it Tuesday The first tower was already burmning following a terror attack min
utes earlier. Terrorists crashed planes Into the two buildings and collapsed both towers.

(AP Photo/Chao Sol Cheong)

Natlon rocked by terrorist onslaught SRR Aoy 5 PR

o Mmmun will track down terrorists

'\} W \”x . { *'Ll | lh”u miorst e Wi Fll:n |:‘I.|, :|'r-u il and 'I| IETE Were no Known s Lons between  bin aden suppo HTeT
terrorist onslaught ever waged against the  vivors |I1:|.1|.l||1 i a firefighters union official  cussing the attacks on thy xh {d Trade Center BARKSDALE AIR FORCE B
United Stutes, kmfe-wielding hijackers sid he feared an esomated 200 firefighters  and Pentagon, according 10 Utah Sen, Ormin \s Cchaos unhinged New Y
crashed two arliners into the World Trade  had died in rescue efforts, Dozens of police  Hatch, the ‘”F‘ Republican on the Senat President Bush deplored th
Center on luesdiy, 1woppling its twin 110 officers were believed missing Judiciary Commuitee oward’ and commanded i
story towers, The deadly calamity was wat- No one ook responsibility for the attacks I'he people aboard planes who managed to itary (o high-alert statis world
nessed on lelevisions across the world as  that rocked the seats of finance and govern make cell phone calls eacli described similas Ater traveline 100 Secure n
another plane slaommed into the Pentagon, and  ment, bt federal authonities identifie 1I Osama circumstances: They indicated the hijuckers Lousiana wnd Nebraskn, Buosl el i i
a fourth crashed outside Pinsburgh bin Laden - who has been miven asylam by were armed with knives, in some cases stab Woushineton and the White House lute ')
Today, our nauon saw evil,” Presidem .-\11_‘|1.'l|uxlam'w Faliban rilers - 4s the E'““'L' bing light attendants, They then took control -.}I|||-.., sinvan Arn Fleischer
Bush said m an address 1o the nation Tuesday suspect of the planes : Mhis redaiva 6f Sl Breat nation
night, He suid thousands of ves were “sud Added by an intercept of communmications Al the World Trade Center. the dead and the ed. But make no mistuk e o)
denly ended by evil. despicable acts of terror between his supporters. and harrowing cell  doomed plummeted from the skyscrapers President world that we will pass this esi
Siuid Adm, Robert ), Natter, commander of phone calls from at least one thght attendant among them a man and woman holding George Bush anrlier s errorist <tril n il bt
the U.S. Atlantic Fleet., "We have been and o pussengers abyaurd the Ju_l_l]r.l. s Betone hiands . SkaEITD the ..| I > |
attacked like we haven't since Pearl Harbor, they crashed, U.S. officials began assembling nation = | VR : -
Ewl.rl‘1il'~iiillf_' the ULS, death toll could take i L':hg_- IlﬁL.!]Ij_' bin Laden to 1i*“.- devastation : Atta{:k TUGEUO‘E nlghi D“qh :‘F"E}L!if_
weeks. The four airhners alone had 266 peo US, intelligence intercepted communica continued on Page 2 ' fl Fage f
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New Yorkers are covered with ash following the collapse of one of the two towers at the World Trade Center in New York.
The two men were located near city hall.

Attack

continued from page 1

“Freedom  uself  was
attacked this morming and |
assure you freedom will be
defended,” said Bush, who
was 10 Flonida at the nme of
the catastrophe. As a secunty
measure, he was shuttled to a
Strategic  Air  Command
bunker i Nebraska before
leaving for Washington,

“Make no mistake,” he said,
“the United States will hunt
down and pursue those
responsible for these cowardly
actions.”

More than nine hours after
the U.S. attacks began, explo-
stons could be heard north of
the Afghan capital of Kabul,
but American officials said the
United States was not respon-
sible. “Ttisn’t us. 1 don't know
who's doing it” Pentagon
spokesman Craig Qugley
sand

Officials across the world
condemned the amtacks but in
the West Bank city of Nablus,
thousands of Palestinians cele-
brated, chanting, "God is
Great," and handing out candy.

At the Pentagon, the sym-
bol and command center for
the nation's mulitary force, one
side of the building collapsed
as smoke billowed over the
Potomac River. Rep. lke
Skelton, bnefed by Pentagon
officials, said, “There appeu
to be about 100 casualties™ in
the building,

The television images were
extraordinary: A plane slam-
ming into the second tower as
smoke poured from the first,
the buildings tumbling down
and vanishing in a gray cloud;
bloodied survivors stumbling
through the streets of
Manhattan, covered with dust
and ashes.

The attacks altered the very
skyline of Manhattan, destroy-
ing two bumldings where
50,000 people worked. The
first airstrike occurred shortly
before 8:45 am. EDT. By
evening, huge clouds of

Associated Press photo

smoke still billowed from the
ruins. A burming, 47-story part
of the World Trade Center
complex - already evacuated -
collapsed in tlames just before
nightfall.

Emergency Medical
Service worker Louis Garcia
said  initial repons  indicated
that bodies. were buned
beneath the two feet of soot on
streets around the trade center.

“A lot of the vehicles are
running over bodies because
they are all over the place,” he
siand

For the first ume, the
nation’s aviation system was
completely shut down as offi-
cials considered the frighten
ing flaws that had been
exposed 1n security proce-
dures. Financial markets were
closed oo

Top leaders of Congress
were led to an undisclosed
location, as were key officials
of the Bush administranon
Guards armed with automatic
weapons patrolled the White
House grounds and mulitary
aircraft secured the skies
above the capitol city

Evacuations were ordered
at the tallest skyscrapers in
several cities, and high-profile
tourist aittractions closed
Walt Disney World, Mount
Rushmore, Seattle’'s Space
Needle, the Gateway Arch in
St. Louis.

The Federal Reserve, scek-
ing to provide assurances that
the nation’s banking system
would be protected, sad it
would provide additional
money to banks if needed

In Afghanistan, where bin
Laden has been given asylum,
the nation’s hardline Taliban
rulers rejected suggestions he
was responsible.

Bin Laden came to promi-
nence fighting alongside the
U.S.-backed Afghan muja-
hedeen - holy warriors - in
their war against SOviel roops
in the 1980s. But former fol
lowers say he turned against

the Umited States duning the
1991 Gulf War, seething at the
deployment of LS. troops in

Saudi Arabia duning the Guif

War campaign to oust Iraq
from Kuwait. He has repeat-
edly called on Mushms world-
wide to join 1 a jihad, or holy
war, against the United States

Abdel-Ban Atwan, editon of
the Al-Quds al-Arabi newspa-
per, said he received a wam-
ing from Islamic fundamen-
talists close to bin Laden, but
had not taken the threat sen-
ously. *They said it would be
a huge and unprecedented
attack, but they did not speci-
fy." Atwan said in a telephone
interview in London.

Eight years ago, the World
Trade Center was a terronst
target when a truck bomb
killed six people and wounded
about 1,000 others. Just the
death toll on the planes alone
surpassed the 168 people
killed in the 1995 bombing of
the federal building In
Oklahoma City

This is how Tuesday’s may-
hem uniolded:

At about 8:45 am., a
hijacked airliner crashed into
the north tower of the trade
center, the 25-year-old, glass-
and-steel complex that was
once the world’s tallest.

Clyde Ebanks, an insurance
company vice president, was
at a meetung on the 103rd
floor of the south tower when
his boss said, “Look at that!”
He wirned 1o see a plane slam
into the other wower

“l just heard the building
rock,” said Peter Dicerbo, a
bank employee on the 47th
floor. "It knocked me on the
floor, It sounded like a big
roar, then the bulding started
swaying. That's what really
scared me.”

The enormuty of the disaster
wits just sinking in when I8
minutes later, the south tower
also was hit by a plane

“All thas stufl started falling
and all this smoke was coming

-

\

The south tower of the World Trade Center explodes after
being struck by an airplane Tuesday morning. The collision
was approximately 18 minutes after a previous plane collided

with the north tower of the facility.

Associated Press photo

through. People were scream-

g, falling and jumping out of

the windows,” said Jennifer
Brickhouse, 34, from Union,
N.]

Fhe chaos was just begin-
ning, Workers stumbled down
scores of flights, their clothing
tom and their lungs filled with
smoke and dust

John Axisa
said hie run out-
side and
watched  peo-
ple jump out of
the first build-
ing, then there
Wils i@
l‘l|1||“1lll1l |n|‘
he felt the hent
on the back ol
his neck

Donald
Burns, 34, was
being evacuat-
ed from the
82nd floor
when he saw
four people
the stairwell.
“I tried to help
them but they

sl

didn't  want
anyonc o
touch  them
The fire had
melted  their
skin Their
clothes were
tattered,” he
said

Worse was
w come. At
9:350, one
lower col-

lapsed, send-
ing debns and
dust cascading
to the ground
At 10:30, the
other  tower
crumbled.

Glass doors
shattered,
police and fire-
fighters ush-
ered  people
mto  subway
stations and
builldings. The
air was black, from the pave-
ment to the sky. The dust and
ash were inches deep along
the streets

Local federal offices ordered to close

By Ben Montgomery
Sports Editor

Fear caused by the terronist acts in New York
and Washington D.C. Tuesday caused a nppling
effect that resulted in the closing of local offices
of federal agencies in Spencer and surrounding
communities.

Orren Knoffloch, branch manager of the
Spencer and Storm Lake Social Security offices,
was forced 10 close his offices following news of
the attacks

He said the order amved from Baltimore,
Md., 1n an email from acting commissioner of
Social Secunity, Larry Massanan

“It just sand that thoughts and prayers contin-
ue to be with our fellow Americans. and that due

to security reasons, facilities across the country

were being closed immediately in the wake of

today’s terrorists attack,” said Knoftloch

The doors at both offices were closed at 11:45
a.m. Tuesday. At this point. Knotfloch expects
that the ofhices will be open again on
Wednesday.

“I'll be in contact with our employees and if
we have to remuin closed for another day, they
will be contacted,” he said

Under the auspices of the Department of
Agriculture, the Spencer site of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
received word from thewr Sioux City area office
to close their offices Tuesday morning

Soil conservation techmcian Dee Grange was
in the office at the time

“First of all, we were emailed by the state
office that they were closing in Des Moines
said Grange, “1'd say about 45 munutes laler, our
area office (in Sioux City) comtacted us and sad
we were to close down. It was a safety issue”

Grange said that the office closed ar about
10:30 or 11 a.m. In the same “loop,” according
to Grange, the Farm Services, Rural
Development and the Resource and
Conservation Development offices in Spencer
also closed soon after

“As far as 1 know, we’ll be
( Wednesday)." said Grange

[t was business as usual at the Spencer Post
Office, however

Postmaster Kent Goechenour said
mail delivery would continue as it always had

back open

Tuesday

though some packages could take longer to get
to their destinations. -

“We have no plans of closing down,” said
Goechenour. “Basically, what we're hearing is
obviously this is kaving a big effect on the trans-
portation of mail. There's just no way of saying
what kind of effect. When airports are closed
down, that has a major effect on the delivery of
mail”

Goechenour referring to the Federal
Aviation Administration's order Tuesday to
ground all aircraft in the U.S. until further
nomnce

WHs

“The word from higher up 1s that we're going
to continue business as usual, and obviously be
more alert to strange packages that arrive at the
counter,” said Goechenour ;




residents

By THOMAS KLETT
Storm Lake Pilot-Tribune

country is still in shock from
terronst attacks that collapsed a
national landmark and struck

fear in the nation’s capitol,

With friends and family working in
New York City and Washington, D.C.,
thousands from across the country
were directly affected by the destruc-
ton.

However, many, many more, from
the youngest child to the nation’s old-
est citizens, will attempt in the com:
ing weeks and months to comprehend
the attacks against Amenca.

In Storm Lake citizens stayed close
(0 their televisions, and high school
students at both Storm Lake Public
and St. Mary’s watched live news
coverage as the story unfolded
throughout the day.

Local families with relatives and
friends anxiously tned calling New
York and Washington, D.C., often to
find downed phone lines. Even hours
after the event. no one could beheve
the twin towers of the World Trade
Center were gone

Patricia Hampton of Storm Luke
wiss in shock yesterday alternoon as
she watched the disaster in a place she
used to call home,

‘Seeing these images on TV, this
moming were especially shocking to
me because I've been on those streels
and to try to picture the New York
City skyline without those towers..
It's o very deep psychological shock
that there could be a single moment
that would wipe oul such a predomi
nant landmark, To see a place 50
familinr in an ordinary day-to-day

‘way suddenly change so dramatically

and so violently... it's difficult o
" she said.

Both she and her husband. James,
have family and friends in the New
York City and Washington, D.C,
arcas, James has a brother in
Washington, D.C.. and Patnicia has a
cousin who' goes to school in New
Yark Ciry.

“We're assuming he's OK., he's
several blocks from the World Trade
Center, but we haven't heard anything
specific,” Patricia said. “All the phone
lines to Long Island, where his par-
ents are, are down, which makes it
very difficult to get news from fami-
Iy

Her mother has been acting as a
switch board for family members try-
ing to get news, she said.

*It's hard for us to understand how
somebody could hate a country
enough to do this to so many innocent
people,” she said.

Patricia said it will be several days
before her or her family come out of
their shock. “We do feel lucky - as far
as we can tell family members are
safe and the rescue and support agen-
cies in New York City are functioning
just as they're intended

Even with what is expected to be a
massive death toll, Patricia sad she
hopes the United States does not act
rashly in response.

“This could potentially be a tngger
for expanded violence in the world
and I hope our government is calm
enough and reasonable enough 10 act
thoughtfully,” she said.

The prionity now needs to be on
rescue efforts, she sad

Reaction in the schools

tudents at the Storm Lake High
School and St; Mary's High
School watched news coverage
throughout the day, and became wir-
nesses to what Storm Lake High
School Prancipal Mike Hanna called
“negative history.”
“It's something these kids will
remember,” Hanna said
Many of the high school students
do not have siomilar incidents to com
pare yesterday's attacks ., Some of
the older faculty at the public high
school compared it to the assassina-

Students at Stormn Lake High School gathered
mons to watch news coverage of the temorist attack Tuesday moming.
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tion of President
Kennedy or the
explosion of the
space  shuttle
Challenger,
Hanna said.

Rose  Davis,
principal at St
Mary's, said there
has been mixed
reactions  from
upperclassmen
there.

“Most of it 15
unbelief that
something  like
this could happen
in our country,”
she sad. “They
just wonder what
will happen in the
months and years
o come of those
in their age group
and for our country, and how we will
respond to this and the fear that goes
with that.”

St. Mary's staff was trying 1o limit
exposure o K-4 students so that fam-
ily could discuss the incident with
their children first.

Larry Parman, assistant supenin-
tendent for Storm Lake Public, sad
teachers did their best o conduct
¢lasses throughout the elementurnes

"We're trying to have a day of
school, though we know it's fur from
a normal day, and we are asking our
eachers 1o use good judgment in
what they allow kids to watch
depending on age (in the clemen-
taries),” he said.

Middle and high schoolers in pub-
lic school were allowed to walch
news coverage and were given an
Opportunity o discuss it

Ihere was a K-12 prayer vigil and
service al St. Mary's yesterday alted
msn AlsD. 1 1_'{111[!11[][1IT} IE'I\'I'”N:..’
was held ot Buena Vista University
for students, faculty and staff to come
together and support one another

All of Storm Lake Public’s coun-
selors were alerted that the incidents
could very well affect many in the
schools. Throughout the day parents
cilled to check what was happening,
and some to mform their children the
status of relatives working in New
York and Washington, D.C

We have 19X students and X
stuff members,” Parman sad. “We
can pretty much. bée assured some
have fnend< or relatives involved on

the eist codast, S0 We're just trying o
be alert ankd tensitive w the needs ul
students and sl members!

At both Storm Lake and S1. Mary's
parents were allowed 10 tnke their
children home if they wanted, while
security was heightened shightly here

“We beefed up security in the
buildings a litle b, locked some
doors 'we don’t normally Jock, and
hive people in the halls” suid Hunna

Several schools called ofl activitics,
including South O'Brnen which can
celed 115 7th grade volleyhall maich
here. However, the Storm Lake
School District sull held s cross
country invitational, bul not out of
disrespect to what has happened

Our feeling 18 térmonsm 18
designed to disrupl as muoch 0s posss
ble, so we're trying (o muintain as
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Crowds gathered around TV displays In various fair buildings Tuesday lo hear news
reports of the terrorist aftacks on the United States.

Photo by Chris Nielsen

normal of a routine 4s we can under
the circumstances,” Parman said.

A country shuts down

Throughout the coupiry airports
and federal buildings closed. At the
Siouxland Gateway Airport,
Northwest Airings representatives
suid flights were grounded until af
least noon today, while the FAA
grounded all commercial and prvate
flights, including at the Storm Lake
Municipal Awrpon

“All wir craft are grounded until lur-
ther nouce,” said Robert Ohrlund,
chair of the airport COmMmIssIOn.

The 185th Fighter Wing based out
of Sioux City was on heightened alert,
as are other militury and National
Guard units throughout the country.

Federal offices in Storm  Lake
closed down yesterday, including the
Social Secunty Adminstonon and
the USDA offices

A national response has been
planned over the yewrs, and will be
put into foll effect, swd Bob
Christensen, Buena Vista County
efergency mansgement coordinator

“Emergency management deals
with termonst events and mitigation
planping.” Christensen said. “They 're
meeting 18 we speak on o nanonal
level

As  of luesday  aftemoon
Clinstensen smd no requiests for assis-
lance were made of local or state
MELOuIccs

Mitigaion planmng has  becn
focused on locally in the past severul
Y Cls
W have implemented Erronst
tvily F'-'.H”HHL' INie cmergency
mutigement planning” Christensen
saldd, “I's & unified, ongoing plan for
most any even, such as weather.”

For the véleran emergency man
agement coordinator, he had only one
word for the destruction on the east
codast = unbehievable

‘| haven't seen anything like this
before,” said Chnstensen. “This inci-
dent, personally, will change a lot of
things all the way from the natonal
level o the Jocal level. There'll he
more locus on lemonst evenls

Local politicians offered whit
words of comfon they could

Sen. Tom Harkin said the nation
miust not succumb o panic

“We must meet this tragedy with
resolve, determination and the coordi-

nation of federal, state and local agen-
gies,” Harkin said, "Our nahon stands
in shock and mourning in the face of
these homific acts!

Sen, Charles Grassley said any LS
military response will be “major.”

I think any military response will
be major and there might even be
non-military response ... We ve gol 1o
send the signal that we arc nol Roing
to tolerate this attack on our nution,”
Grassley samd. "l don’t understand
people who feel that their suicide 1S 4n
act of fmith and that killing 4l these
people 15 the road (o Heaven, | don
understand that. I never will.”

State Senator Steve King offered
his prayers to the famities and friends
of the victims of the femonst dtticks
He urged cooperation throughout the
country, including from those affected
by the mirport shul downs and

increased security at state und federal
facilities
*This 152 ume Tor us o show our
umity, not a tme i ,',‘-.l Wi Blame or bhe
imvalved in politics,” he saud
How to help

n the coming days and weeks there
Imll be a nation-wade call for help

for those injured in yesterday's
attacks

Steve Harmngton, director ol the
Siouxland Blood Bank, smd the
national blood supply 15 currently

low, and said any donors would: be
rlf'I]‘EltF Extended hoars will be estab
lished at the Sioux Cily location sl
1019 Jones St

Alen, the Siouxland Bloodmuot b
will be visitime area Lisxoulion i
coming weeks, and donars  wall

needed then ds well

Upcoming dates include Sept. 20 Wl
Holstein from 3-7:30 pom. at Vet's
Hall; Sept. 25 at Cherokee from 8
wm.=3 p.am. al the COMIMLITNY center,
Sept. 27 at Sioux Rapids from 3-6:30
p.m. at the Amencin Legion Flall
Sept. 28 at Aurehia from 10 wm.-3
pm. at the community cemer; and
Oct. 2 at Buena Vista Regmonal
Medical Center from 12-6 p.m

"‘With this crsis it will deplete the
natonal blood supply, so if people
cannot donate immediately donors
will be needed in the coming weeks
and months,” smd kns Hartje, donos
consultant wiath the Siouxland Blood
Bank.

By Chris Nielsen
Daily Reporter Staff

talked quietly athong themselves as more und morne people poathered o
findd out what the latest events wene
According to Rudy Chapman, a member of a Janitor's Closet crew ot
e mood al the Clay County Fair was somber Tuesday s reports  the fur, it was reluctantly the topic of conversation at the fur on Tuesday
of terronst attacks on the United States unfolded,  Instead of "“You don't want 1o bang it up with people who e out to enjoy the
focusing on the far’s numerous attractions, crowds gathered  l&ir, but it's in our heans and on our munds
around TV displays in the fair’s vanous commercinl buildings to hear the According to Clay County Shenif Randy Krukow, who wis present
et news repors al the fatrgrounds Tuesday, the temonist attacks will atfect people both
Looks af disbeliel were on the faces of many as news anchors’ com-  nationally and internationally
mentiry and shocking pictures of the carage in New York City, NJY,, “Right now, my reaction is 0 be in prayer for the innocent people
Washington, D.C. and Pennsylvania were broadeast, Many viewers  Killed and tor their fumilies,” samd Krukow

Fairgoers react to
Tuesday’s terrorist
attacks on U.S.

) ) .f‘ .
Randy Krukow Pat Wallinga Brian Johnson Bud Berg Diane Clasing Rudy Chapman
Spencer Sheldon Faribaull, Minn. Avoca, Minn. Emmetsburg spencer

“It's horrible.

“Every place at T'm outraged “It reminded ‘I'm scared by “IU's certainly

1 It's like when the fair people by this. It's me of Pearl this, It con- a huge
JFK got shot. are crowded crazy and Harbor when | cems me that tragedy. For
People will around TVs doesn’t make first heard the govern everybody at
remember and radios. It any sense.” about it on ment hasn't the fair, it’s in
' where they must have the radio this been fully able our hearts and
j were on this been horrible morning. 1t's [0 Communi: in our minds

aay." what the peo- very serious. cate what is

ple on those going on.
planes went

through,’
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A Pentagon employee is aided oufside the Pentagon Tuesday, Sept. 11, after the building took a direct, devasting hit from an aircraft in a terrorist attack.

(AP Photo, Will Morris)

Slaughter of innocents
ancient political tactic

(AP) - It 15 a notion as old as
human history, a cold-eved calcu-
laton made by zealots down the
ages: that the taking of mnocent
lives, or the threat to do so, can
serve as a brutally effective means
of advancing a cause

I'he modermn age of miss jemos-
1sm - culminating. with Tuasday's
devastating kamikaze-style attacks
against some of the greatest icons
of American prestige and power -
dates back only a little more than
three decades

“You look at the ancient Greeks,
at Roman history, at biblical
accounts - all the elements are
there,” said Anel Meran, a terror-
ism expert at Tel Aviv Umversity
“These are acts that we as a species
have always been capable of, and
we a5 a species have camed out.
But as an international political
phenomenon, it's relanvely new.”

The late 1960s ushered in a wave
of commercial airline hijackings,
the first of them camed out in 1968
by a radical Palesiman faction,
with many others to follow mn the
name of what was then the rela-
tively lhitle-known Palestinian
cause

With success a host of imitators
sprang up. Left-wing and national-
ist groups proliferated in Western
Europe and Latin America in the
1970s and 1980s, many of them
employing terror as a tactc. The
arena widened to the world's far-
flung corners. and the target list
expanded.

Terrorism. The very idea is to
strike paralyzing fear into the
hearts of an enemy, or a perceived
one. To mnvest an act of violence
with far-reaching consequences
that go beyond the moment’s spec-
tacular display of blood and
destruction.

It requires a chiling degree of
detachment from the fundamental
values upon which civilization 1s
built, ethicists say

“The world view that undergirds
any lerrorist activity i1s as lar
removed from any ethical philoso
phy as can be imagined,” said Tom
Morris, a former Notre Dame
University professor of philoso-

phy. “It involves treating people as
mere means to ends. It ascribes
only instrumental value to people,
and no intnnsic value”

I'he public revulsion inspired by
terror attacks 15 part of the point -
but in a way beside the pomnt
Termonsm as we know il today . 18
the product of a media age, a call-
ing card of a global culture in
which fame and infamy are close-
ly coupled

“The whole idea - the only idea,
in some sense - 1S W l‘.-nn,-:! atien
tion to the cause,” said Rohan
Gunarama of the Center for the
Study of Terronsm and Poliucal
Violence 1n Edinburgh, Scotland

Sometimes, the battle over ter-
ronsm is a struggle over seman-
cs

“Terronst™ 1s an epithet, and
even the most enthusiastic practi-
tioners of terror’s black arts bndle
at . When the U.S. State
Department perniodically updates
its hist of terror organizations and
the countries that sponsor them
this judgment is often accompa
nies by howls of protest

It is.a two-sided coin: repres-
sive regimes use the terrorist tag
to discredit those who struggle
against them. So who 1s a terror-
1st, and who is a freedom fighter?

Even decades afier the fact, the
answer 1s sometimes clear, some-
times not. Nelson Mandela is a
universally beloved and respect
ed statesman. But with the
Mideast’s latest plunge into vio-
lence, Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat's claim to the tutle of
leader and statesman is being bit-
terly challenged.

The line between guerrilla
warfare and terrorism has always
been a difficult one to define

Confronted with a powerful
foe, rebel movements and guer-
rilla armies use tactics that are in
some ways akin (o (errorism,
relying heavily on stealth, sur
prise and audacity.

“What some people call terror-
ism would probably be better
defined as low-intensity wWar-
fare,” said Merari, the Tel Aviv
University expert

Rev. Jim Simons pauses a
moment near the scene of a
fatal plane crash
outside Shanksville, Somerset
County Tues. Sept. 11, 2001. He
directs St. Michael's Episcopal
Church in Ligonier, Pa.

(CNHI News Service Photo by
Dave Lloyd of The Tribune-
Democrat, Johnstown, Pa.)

PYSCHE EFFECTS
By Kris Dotson
CNHI News Service

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — As schools across
Amenca senl children home to be with their fami
lies in the face of a nationa’ tragedy, a psychologist
warned against allowing unchecked viewing of tel-
evision reports of Tuesday's terrorist altacks

“Everybody’s in shock — this is a shocking
experience” said Rick Boone, clinical psychologist
for Holzer Medical Center and Holzer Clinic

Local schools let children out early Tuesday, so
thal maans they had access 1o television and radio
broadcasis they may nol normally Rave had

“It's so unprecedented with people our age,
Boone said "We've never had anything like this in
the United States, so the response ol our schools
may carry some unintendad consequences for the
kds such as fear — fear of something they might
otharwse not have been cancemed with

"Yet, | think the school officials wanted 1o retum
their children o their homes where the lamily can
ill ba together because we just. don't know whats
aging 1o happen or if thara's amything etse yel 1o
come,”

Boone is also a major in the Army Reserves
and has a son in ROTC

Helping students dea
with national tragedy

By Kris Todd
Daily Reporter Staff

While adults were deeply impact-
ed by Tuesday’s events, children also
reacted 1o news of the lermorist bomb.-
ings st Blered o thel  class
TS,

Educational staff at all levels
worked together to address this rever-
beration and to put it into an appro-
priate context that students could
understand.

Today will mark another day in
which staff will antempt to ensure that
leaming for students is a seamless
process

Marc Singer, Lakeland Area
Education Agency (AEA) 3's lead
tor the School Social Work
Department. reported school stafis
will meet and make sure they have a
common way o present information
to students this moming

“They will want to answer ques-
tions openly, but not alarm students
any more than they already are,” said
Singer

He added AEA members will con-
tinue to support school distnct crisis
plans throughout the days ahead. If
requested, they will also work with
individual classrooms or children,
said Singer

Meanwhile, n the classmooms
across Spencer yesterday, students
and staff alike watched current events
unfold on television. As the events of
the day soaked into students’ con-
sciousness levels, staff were present
to aid and as<ist in the process

According to Kathy Elliott, high
school principal, this meant openly
alking with smdents and helping
them to process the information
unfolding

“We are mostly trying to help Kids
recognize the impact of what's hap-
pening here” she reponted Tuesday
aftlernoon.

Meanwhile, discussions in the
high school hallways and classrooms
ranged from compansons to the
artack on Pearl Harbor to how 1t feels
to be a bombed country. Students
also leamed about the roles of the
Pentagon and the impact expected
from the attack on the country’s
financial well-being.

According to one high school
teacher, intial classroom reaction
from students was stunned silence

“The students are taking this all
in," said Steve Bomgaars. high
s«chool social studies feacher. “All uf
us arc rymng o fpare ot wha has
happened and why it happened”’

He advised students to wview
Tuesday's happenings as “an incred-
ible tragedy.”

"One of the things for our students
to look at i1s how the government
reacts 1o this incredible cnisis we're
involved 1 nght now,” saud
Bomgaars. “In my lifetime, the only
thing that remotely compares o this
15 the day that President Kennedy
was assassinated.”

At the middle school level, princi-
pal Tim Barth said students often
can’t differentiate between fiction
and reality, This, combined with the
fact that such a national disaster has
not transpired during their hifetmes,
led students to do a quick reality
check on the seniousness of the day’s
OCCUmences

"This is one of those situations that
almost supersedes the educational
process,” said Banth

School staff probably has more
potential to serve in a supportive role
at the elementary level, though,
added AEA representative Singer

“The sight of huldings collapsing
15 particularly scary for 4 younger
child,” said Singer

Elementary guidance counselor
Dennis Brechwald concurred

While elementary-aged students
haven't felt the impact as greatly as
adults, he said they will over the next
days as news filters to them on the
homefront. As such, he anticipales
staff will then need o deal with addi-
tional concemns

“Parents will have to neassure,
said Brechwald. “The school system
1s here to reinforce that we are veny
safe here in the Midwest and coming
to school 1s one of the best places
they can be.”

Brechwald smd elementary staff
will try to nommalize the day und
keep things in perspective as much as
possible for students, so they can
continug to leam in a safe envirn
ment.

WHAT DO WE DO WHEN THE UNIMAGINABLE BECOMES REAL:

By Dana Larsen
Storm Lake Pilot-Tribune

It is the helplessness that
hits the hardest

Our leaders tell us they
will take whatever steps are
necessary o prolect our ciu-
zens. Step ong, we suspect, 1s
to hit our knees and pray

It is beyond our compre-
hension

'his isn't supposed to hap
pen in America. We are accus-

tomed 1o seeng Wermonst
attacks around the world, but

that is from the safe distance
of news video and the detatch-
ment of foreign perception

This isn't supposed to hap-
pen in Amenca

[t hasn't happened, to this
magnitude, on our soil, not
since Pearl Harbor

It would be easier to under-

stand 1if 1t were a war. In war,
there 1s some termitorial or
i"‘Hl]I:IL';!l reason [or carmage,
something which we ¢an com-
prehend and combat in return
There is no explanation for
this, and little protection

against it happening again

The innocent victims of
this cowardly attack had no
idea they were in danger, and
we all have noadea where the
next strike 18 coming from
ey took Lord-knows-how-
many-lives, bul they also took
our national mnocence. We
may never feel quite so safe
agamn

This isn’t supposed to hap-

pen in Amenca. Here, in
lowa’s heartland, our common
workday was shattered by the
video of the World Trade

Center collapsing, the
Pentagon in flames, and
reports coming in from
Pennsylvania and Maryland, It
was surreal - did we tune into
some sick horror movie by
mistake” But we quickly found
that we couldn’t change the
channel and make this go
away. Even as we watched it
we could scarcely beheve

Because it isn't supposed
to happen in Amenca

Owur local schoolchildren
struggle with the news. Uur
residents worry for friends and

relatuves. Air travel plans are
srounded, events canceled. The
heartbreak grips us all - the
image of people leaping 100
stories to their death from
burning towers 1s singed into
our consciousness permanently.

What to do now? Pray

We are under attack, as
surely as if & war had been
declared. It 1s a war for samity,
a war against madmen who are
willing 1o expend any amount
of innocent lives for their own
political, psychotic reasons

We will have to pull

together more than we have n
this country since the World
War I gencration. We will
have to help when the apportu-
nmties present themselves

And all we can do now 1s
pray

Pray for all those who were
slaughtered. Pray for all those
who have nisked their lives to
try to rescue victims. And pray
for us all, for what the world
has come 10

Pray that this isn't 10 ever
happen in Amernica, not ever
again




: These cowardly acts
dgdinst our nation
will not stand. I stand
with President Bush
in calling on every
resource of the teder-
al government to be
used Lo track these
cowdrds down and
bring them (o swift
and certain justce.’

San. Tom Harkin
D-lowa

I think any military
response will be
major and there
might even be non-

military response

We've got to send the

signal that we are not
going to tolerate this
Altack on our naton

| don't understand
people who feel that
their suicide 1s an act

of faith and that

killing all these peo-
;1[[: is the road to
Heaven. I don'l

understand that, |

never will

Sen. Charles Grassley
R-lowa
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Flames and smoke pour from a building at the Pentagon after a direct hit from an aircraft.

Assoclated Press photo

World
leaders
offer

support
to U.S.

LONDON (AP) - Gov-
emments around the world
offered condolences to an
Amenca that looked more
vulnerable than ever after
luesday’s termor attacks,
but thousands o! Palestim
ans celebrated in the West
Bank and in Lebanese
EIugee camps.

People on every conli-
nent watched in horror as
astonishing images of ter-
ror in the Umted States
filled their television
screens. but in the West
Bank town of Nablus,
Palesunians cheered and
distributed candy 1o
passers-by. and Iraqu 1elevi
sion played a patnouc song
that began “"Down wiath
Amenca'” as it showed the
World Trade Cenler towers
collapsing

Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafal offered his sympa-
thy to Amencans and said
he was homfied by the
devastating attacks, which
also hit the Pentagon

Leaders around  the
world - including most in
the Middle East - offered
messages of support.

Afehanistan’s  Taliban
rulers condemned the

attacks and rejected sug-
gestions that suspected ter-
rorist mustermind Osama
bin Laden. who has becn
given asylum in
Afghanistan, could be
behind them

“It 15 premature o level
allegations against a person
who 15 not 1in a position o
carry out such attacks.”
said Abdul Salam Zaeel,
the Taliban ambassador in
Pakistan. "It was a well-
organized plian and Osama
has no such factlines.”

President Gen. Perver
Musharmal of Pakistin, one
of three countries that rec
ognize the Thaliban's gov-
ermment, condemned the
attacks and called tor coop-
eration to  combat the
“"modem-day evil” of ter-
rorsm

Key indexes sank on
world stock markets and
many European and Asian
airlines canceled flights to
the United States and
recalled planes already in
the air

Brntain and Belgium
banned commercial ights
over their capitals, and
Britain wamed 1ts citizens
traveling in the United
States o beware of possi
ble further attacks. lsrael
closed its arspace o for
eign flights and evacuated
staff from diplomatic mis-
stons and Jewish institu-
tons around the world

In the West Bank town
of Nablus, about 3,000
[wuplu ['II.HIIL'Ll into the
streets shortly after the
attacks began, chanting
“God 15 Great™ and hand
ing out candy in a tradition
al gesture of celebration

There were no reports of
celebrations clsewhere In
the West Bank and Gaza.

Sheik Ahmed Yassin,
whose Islamic militant
Hamas group has carned

out a senies of suicide
hombings in Israel, said he
was not nterested in
exporting such attacks 1o
the United States.

“We are not ready to
move our struggle outside
the occupied Palestiman
land. We are not prepared
K] open intermational
fronts, however much we
criicize the unfair Amern-
can position,” Yassin told
reporters in Gaza City

In  Ein el-Hilweh,
Lebanon's largest refugee
camp, where about 75,((X)
Palestinians live, revelers
fired weapons in the ar,
witnesses said. Similar cel-
chratory gunfire was heard
at the Rashidiyeh camp

near the southermn city of

Iyre

Libyan leader Moamimas
Gadhafi, whom the United
States has accused of back
ing International terronsm,
called the attacks “horrify-
ing"” and urged Muslim ad

groups to offer help
“regardless  of |Hi!HlL.I.!
considerations or differ-

ences belween Amerca
and the peoples of the
world.

Syna s govemment con
demned the anacks and
offered condolences o the
Upited States and the
American people, the offi-
cial Syrnan Arab News
Agency reported. Syna has
also been at odds with the
United States, which has
accused it of backing ter
rorsm

[ramian President
Mohammad Khatami, a
moderate who is struggling
for power against the coun-
try’s hard-line Islamic lead-
ers, l:'l.]'llu,v-:.'-:l “deep regret
and sympathy with the vic-
ims' and said it 15 an
intermational duty to try to
undermine terrorism.’

[n Washington, D.C. chaos
and fear as national capital
tries to empty after attacks

ASHINGTON (AP) - Secrel Service

agents at the White House shouted at

tourisis o get away. At the Capitol,
stunned congressmen huddled under the shade
trees outside, Downtown, studenis ran 1o 4 dorm

roof 1o waich the Pentagon buir

wirk and
iy 10 get home as

Across Washington, people |
jammed strects and subways 1o

the seat of povernment was cvictsled pfter devas
Latune ternonrst .1H_|1,L'- at the P on and 1in Mew
York City. Surens willed ncro e Aty Lars

yamimed the streelrs; and Bomb-smillhing dogs
patrolled the Washington Monument

"I just want to get out of downtown, gel some:
place safe,” said Tracey Nicholas, who had collect
ed her son Irom his elementary school in down-
town but was stranded with no way to get home.
She bought Mircus, a third-grader, 4 hot dog and
tried to think what to do

Standing 1n line &t the White House, Elmar

Torenga of Holland and a friend heard the news of

the World Trade Center attucks on a radio. Then
they heard a big explosion. "We were quite scared

A policeman who seemed guite panicked told u
to get ... out of here.”

Inside the Capitol, guards ran through the hall-
ways shouting at people to leave, “There's a plane
coming.” one frantic guard shouted. "Get out!

Outside, Senate President Pro Tem Robert Byrd
D-W.Va., talked to reporters until a loud boom
from behind the Capitol caused an aide to grab
him by the arm and try to drag him away, “Some
people 1n the world are bent on destruction,” Byrd

said

Al George Washington University near the State
Depuartment, student Aaron Costello, 20, of
Richmond, Va., ran to his dorm rool to see the
Pentagon smoking ucross the Potomac River

“It's still just unreal to me right now,” Costello
sard

At his house on a hill near the Pentagon, John
Croom, a 69-year-old retired Army stafl sergeant
was dumbfounded as he watched the smoke

'l don't understand how they could do this. .1
thought Washington waus protected,” Croom sud

5

Cars lined up the street and around the comer at
' Ampride in order for people to fill their cars and trucks
with gas before the upcoming gas hike.

Rumors of rising prices lead to gas lines

DES MOINES (AP) - As many as
20} cars wated in line Tuesday evening
gt the downtown Git n Go conven-
ience store as motonsts seacled to
rumors tied to the terronst attacks in
New York and Washington

In Pleasant Hill, at an intersection
where bwo gas stations sil on opposite
corners, 83 cars were lined up. In West
Des Moines, 4 police officer directed
traffic outsideé 8 Kum & Go slore as
the line of cars blocked o major street

Sitting in line at the Git n Go, Julian
Garcig, of Des Mones, said a fnend
told him they were selling gas for $7-
$8 1n Boston

‘We heard $3 in Ames and 55 in
Kansas City,” smd Tora Wasson, of
West Des Momnes. "Everybody says
it's from whal happened today.”

Wasson's cousin, Becky Wasson,
said: "I can’t afford $60 for a fill-up,”

Gov. Tom Vilsack held 4 news con
ference to urge lowans (o stay calm,
which he said will help stabtlize pnces
and keep gas supphes sutficient

Vilsack said a spot check found one

gis station in the Quad Cities charging
$4 o gallon, but gas prnices were not
nsing gencrally by more than a few
cents 1 gallon, He said any complaints
of price gouging would be investigat-
ed by the attomey
office

“There is no indication that whole
sale prnices have increased dramatical
ly.)* Vilsack said. “There is plenty of
gasoling for lowa motonsis.

David Downing, the stale’s energy
analyst, wamed that consumers rush
ing to the pump n a panic could drive
|"lr"lu'-, up

“T'hey are actually going to make it
a self-fulfilling prophecy,” he said

Ron Muar, of the Petroleum
Marketers of lowa, said gas statons
could find supplies temporanly
depleted by the panic

"If the public acts wrationally and
rushes to buy gasoline, 11 will create o
supply purhlwu, he saud

Rolf Hanson, executive director of
the lowa Petroleum Council, saud pas
prices may be higher at some stations

stale _L't‘Tll.'l-'.| 5

10 deten prnp]l.' from pamc-buying

'‘Our message 15: Don't panic,”
Hanson sad from s hotel room i
Washington, D.C, “This has L appened
before, most recently in the Culf War
It usually lasts 24 to 4% hours and thiey
go back down Wil s ool It
should eo down.”

Ricky Wilson,
owner of
Wilson
Concrete and
Construction
in Spencer,
fills up one of
three 55-gal-
lon barrels in
the box of his
full-sized
pick-up at
spencer's
Ampride in
order to pre-
pare for a
major
increase in
gas prices.

Photos by Ben
Montgomery
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Govermnment
officials are
focusing their
probe on
Osama bin
Laden, who
has been tied
to previous
attacks on
Americans
overseas.
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Government probe focuses on terrorisi

ASHINGTON (AP) - U.S. officials began piecing togeth-

er o case linking Osama bin Laden to the worst terrorist

attack in U.S. history, aided by an intercept of communi-
cations between his supporters and harrowing cell phone calls from
victims aboard the jetliners before they crashed on Tuesday.

LIS, intelligence intercepted
communications between bin
Laden supporters discussing the
attacks on the World Trade
Center and Pentagon, according
to Utab Sen. Omn Hatch, the
top Republican on the Sepate
Juchciary Computtee

“They have an intercept of
some information that included
people assoctated with  bin
Laden who acknowledged a
couple of targets were hit,”
Hatch said in an interview with
The Associated Press. He
declined 1o be more specific.

Hatch also said law enforce-
ment has data possibly linking
one person on one of the fourill-
fated flights to bin Laden’s
organization.

Government and industry
officials said at least one flight
attendant and two passengers
called from three of the planes
as they were being forced down
in New York and Washington -
each describing similar circum-
stunces

The callers indicated hijack-
ers armed with knives, in some
cases stabbing flight attendants,

took control of the plane and
were forcing them down toward
the ground, officials said.

One of the passengers was
Barbara Olson, the wife of a top
Justice Department official who
called her husband as the hijack-
ing was occurmng.

Olson, the wife of Solicitor
General Theodore Olson, was
aboard Amenican Airlines Flight
77 that left Dulles Intermnational
Airport in Washington and was
forced to crash into the
Pentagon.

The officials smd Olson told
her husband the attackers had
used knife-like instruments to
take over the plane, and forced
passengers to the back of the jet.

Theodore Olson confirmed
his wife made the calls before

dying, “She called from the

plane while it was being
hijacked. 1 wish it wasn't so but
it is)” he said.

Separately, a businessman
aboard 4 United flight that left
Boston and crashed into the
World Trade Center twice called
his father as his plane was being
hijacked, a law enforcement
official told The Associated
Press.

The official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymuty, said the
victim's father was interviewed
by the FBIL. The father indicated
his son made two calls - both
times the phone cut off. In the
first call, the businessman said a
stewardess had been stabbed, In
the second call, the son said his
plane was “'going down.”

Tt

m; jﬂtﬁﬂtr. ﬂ‘l:ﬂt 5 [ L
World Trade Center managed to
call ‘an emergency number from
the back of the airplane, an
Amencan Airlines source said,
The source, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said the flight
attendant said her fellow atten-
dants had been stabbed, the
cabin had been taken over, and
they were going down in New
York.

U.S. officials said there was
early information tying the
attacks 1o bin Laden, a wealthy
Arab believed to be living in
Afghanistan who previously has
been tied to terrorist attacks
against Americans overseas, But
they cautioned it was 100 early
to defimitively assign blame.

Early native
Survives
World Trade

Center attack

By THOMAS KLETT
Storm Lake Pilot-Tribune

An Early native namowly
avoided harm when a second
atrcraft flew into the second
World Trade Center lower yes-
terday morning.

Ellen Higgins Rieder, a 1978
St. Mary's graduate, works for
an insurance company in the
second tower of the World
T'rade Center.

Her sister, Martha Smith of
Nemaha, sard Rieder had
recently arrived at work at the
World Trade Center when the
first plane collided with the a
trade center tower

“She could smell the first
explosion and saw all the debns
falling when she decided to get
the heck out of there,”" Smith
said.

Rieder was about hall way
down the stairwell when build-
ing officials were saving the
second tower was safe, Smith
sand,

Only moments later a second
airplane impacted the md-sec-
tion of the second tower. “She
was in the stairwell around the
10th floor of her building when
the second plane hat,”" Smith
saud.

Rieder, who works on the
51st floor, told her sister the
plane impacted the second
tower around the 60th floor,
Smith said.

“She could feel the other
impact walking down the stairs,
and she said something about
how ‘someone was trying 1o
get them and hasn’t given up,™
Smith sad

Rieder told her sister that
while the stairwells were full,
people were not panicking, she
said. Smith called almost imimne-
diately after heaning the news,
and was able to talk with her
gister's nanny about 8:30 a.m
Central Standard Time, who
was able to report (o Smith that
her sister was not injured “At
that point I contacted the rest of
the family,” Smith said

After leaving the tower, she
went to her husband's office
which was located nearby.
People tnied to convince her it
was safe, but then the first
tower collapsed, Smith said

Rieder escaped with no
injuries. She had to walk 30
blocks in the dust from the twin
towers’ collapse to get home,
Smith said.

Smith said when she first
saw what had happened in New
York City, she thought the
worse. 1 knew she was located
in the middie of that tower.”

Smith said

Rieder was also employed at
the World Trade Center when a
bomb was detonated in the
basement in 1993, After the
most recent terrorst attack,
Smith said her sister has had
enough “That’s the closest she
ever wants to get to something
like that again,” Smith said, *To
be honest, she's stll in shock -
| don't think it has sunk in yet
She’s thankful she got out.”
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Clay County building maintenance workers Ed Campbell (lef) and Steve Gustin lowered fiags at the
Clay County courthouse Tuesday aftemoon fo commemorate ihose killed in terrorist attacks on the

United States.
Photo by Chris Nielsen

Tragedy hits close to home for area couple

By Anitra Woll
DCN Staff Writer

pirit Lake and New York City

seemed worlds apart on Tues-

day, Sept. 11 as the World Trade
Center came crashing to the ground

But for one Spirit Lake couple, the
New York tragedy hit a little too close
to home.

Upon hearing the news of the
attack, Spirit Lake residents John and
Kathi Hinn waited for word from
their daughter and son-in-law,
Gretchen and Anthony Lolis, both of
whom work in New York City

Gretchen works for Calvin Klemn in
the fashion district and Anthony
works in the financial district, directly
across the street from the World Trade
Center.

“Tony saw the first plane crash into
the World Trade Center through the
window at his office,” said Kathi
Hinn.

Following the crash, Tony's build-
ing was evacuated.

“He rushed down 20 flights of

stairs onto the street.” said Kathi

After safely exiting the building,
Tony immediately tried to call his
wife from a pay phone but ended up
just leaving a message for her

While at the pay phone, Tony
looked up in the sky to see the second
plane come into sight.

“Tony said he saw the pilot deliber-
ately turn the airplane to try to cut the
building in two," said Kathi, “He also
saw people jumping and screaming
from the second tower.”

Along with thousands of other citi-
zens of New York, Tony then decided
to flee the area.

As he was fleeing, Tony heard
more planes going over the city

“He thought for sure they were
waging an attack on New York,” said
Kathi.

Fearing for his life, Tony reached a
ferry and was able to leave the city.

Tony then went to his home in
North Bergen, N J. to await word
from Gretchen. The area where
Gretchen worked had been closed so
he conldn't get to her. So he headed

home.

Meanwhile, Gretchen received
Tony's message and alerted her family
that the two of them were all nght
She then left her workplace to get to
Tony

“She works on 39th and 7th,” said
Kathi. “And she was trying 1o get 1o &
diner on 125th Street. Tony's brother,
Matt, was in the ¢ity and found her on
86th Street.”

After two hours of travel to go just
a short distance, Gretchen greeted
Tony at their home at about 4 p.m
yesterday

And although both Gretchen and
Tony are safe al home. anxiety still
fulls the ai

“Tony said it was the scanest thing
he had ever seen.” sad Kathi, "He
said he won't sleep for a long time.”

Tony estimates the tragedy at the
World Trade Center Killed between
30,000 and 40,000 people. Today.
he'll report to work at an emergency
site to see how many of his co-work-
ers survived

Gretchen has the day ofl

Residents
seek out

information

on attacks

By Daniel F. DeLong
Editor Cherokee Daily Times

CHEROKEE — On most
mornings the foot traffic n
Charlie Letsche's Radio Shack
downtown store is brisk, but it
wasn't on Tuesday.

Letsche was standing alone in
front of a television set and shak-
ing his head in disgust as a CNN
news broadcaster was recapping
the events of the moming: termor-
ists had attacked and destroyed
the World Trade Center in New
York City, and portions of the
Pentagon in (wo separate
attacks.

“We didn’t go far enough the
first time.” Letsche said between
glimpses at the flickering TV
screen, refermng to Operation
Desert Storm in lraq 10 years
ago, that wounded but did not
wipe out a festering number of
hardline Islamic fundamentalists
who had been in Baghdad with
Saddam Hussein

While no group had yet tiken
credit for the attack for the insid-
ious acts, most folks here
believed it wus Hussein und a
handful of othér American-tat-
ing Arabs who planned and paid
for the operation

For hours after the first attack,
Main Street here was deserted as
most people stayed at home, pre-
ferring to watch coverage of the
most deadly event mnvolving
civilians in U.S. history on tele-
VISIOn.

Around noon. office workers
quickly moved into restaurants
and lounges to watch the pro-
ceedings

At the Bnght Side Lounge,
just a few doors west of the
Radio Shack, had a steady
stream of people in and out all
MOMming

Most of them looked on in
disbelief, and exchanged
thoughts about what size of
bomb should be wuvsed in
response

“A complete uact of cow-
ardice,” shouted one man who
stomped back out into the sun-
light and disappeared

Meanwhile, virtually all the
churches in town were open and
worshipers who  normally
wouldn't think of attending any-
thing other than a Sunday sery-
ice made their way into the
pews, offering a prayer for those
who died.

At Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church. the number of
devolees was about 10 tmes
greater than usual, church offi-
cials said. And they expected (o
sec an even larger gathenng at
might

At Carey’s Restaurant on
south Second Street, Jennifer
Launderville couldn’t take her
eyes off the old TV playing from
atop a cabinet.

Her brother is in the army, sta-
tioned in Texas. She watched
and waited, wondering if the
order would be sent out that the
troops would be mobilized and
SEAL OVEerseas

Bush Speaks

continued from page 1

virtual luding.

He was secreted between mili
tary installations here and in
Nebraska, 1 what former
Presidemt Clinton said was part
of a Secret Service and mulitary
plan to keep the president safe

“He needs 1o take every con
ceivable precaution in the event
there are more attacks planned
and there is a plan lo attack the
leadership of the United States,
Clinton said in an inlervicw

The United States receyved no
wamning of the atnacks on the

Pentagon and New York's World
Trade Center towers, Whie
House press secretary An
Fleischer smid. For now, Bush
was concerned about the victims,
not any failure of US. intelh-
gence

“First things first" Fleischer
said. “There will come an appro-
priate time to do all appropnate
look-backs. His focus 15 on
events this mormng.”

Bush considered making a tel
evised address to the naton
Tuesday night after joining by
teleconference a meeting of his
National Secunty Council in

Washington

“Freedom itself was attacked
this mormng by a faceless cow-
ard and freedom will be defend-
ed,” he said from this ughitly
guarded Louisiana air base

With the White House uselt
and Camp David under threat of
attack, the president's where-
abouts were kept secret. He
made a brief statement from a
conference room here, assunng
Amencans that he was in regular
contact with his command post
in Washington: Vice President
Dick Cheney, Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld and the

White House natonal secunfly
feam

“Our military at home and
around the world 1s on high-alert
status and we have taken the
pecessary secunty precautions (o
continue the lunctons of your
government,” Bush said. his
back to a pair of American flags
and the portraits of Air Force
leaders

“We have been in touch with
the leaders of Congress and with
world leaders to assure them that
we will do whatever 1s necessary
1o protect Amenca and
Amencans.”

He then boarded Awr Force
One at 1:30 pm. EDT for a
secret destination that turned out
to be Nebraska's Offutt Air Force
Base, home to the U.S, Strategic
Command, which controls the
nation's nucleéar weapons.

White House officials were
sensitive to any appearance that
Bush was not at the helm.
Fleischer said Bush wanted to be
in Washington, where Cheney
led the cnisis operations center al
the White House, but “he under-
stands that at a ume hke ths,
caution ust be taken™ with his
loCation

The president lingered in
Lowsiana for just 90 minutes
Military fghter jets escorted his
armival from Flonda, where he
had intended 1o make an educa-
tion speech

At the first reports of attacks
on New York's World Trade
Center, Bush told his Sarasota
elementary school andience that
he was hastening back to
Washington, All of that immedi-
atelv changed - and he was
diverted to Louisiana - when a
plane sldammed Into the
Pentagon, and Washington, 100,
was under anack
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2nd grader wins
noster contest

By Joy Hibma
Staff Writer

Last spring when McKen
zie Colt designed her poster
she didn’'t know she'd be the
recipient of money. She also
didn't know her habitat
would be a winner at a
regional competition

This past week Colt, a sec-
ond grader at Spirit Lake
Elementary, was awarded a
check for 335 from Grinnell
Mutual Remsurance Compa-
ny and the honors of being
named the first place winner
in the K-1 Division of the
2001 Regional Soil and
Water Conservation Poster
Contest

[t's really exciting for
her,” said Maxine Butler,
from Dickinson County's
Sonl and Water conservation
office. “It's also exiting to
see how much she grasped
and understood. Her picture
has all the different kKinds of
habitats. From the worm in
the apple 10 the monkey on
the tree.”

Colt designed her poster
last spring after learning
about different anmimal, plant
and even human habitats
She. along with other Spirit
Lake students, also studied
how colors and pictures went
logether

Lissa
L.akes

bara

Potter from the
Art Center and Bar
Fagami, the Dhickinson

zensh

McKenzie A. Colt was named the first place winner in the
the 2001

K-1 Division of

r'—_.ll:l to by Joy =Hibima

Regional Soll and Water

Conservation Poster Contest, and on Thursday, Dec. 20,

she was awarded her
Ingwersen, Dickinson

wmnlng
County Soill

poster by
and

Mark
Walter

Commissioner Chairman and a $35 cash award from
Beth Sander, Dickinson County Mutual and representing

Her poster was one of four
that were chosén in the coun-
ty, and at that nme, she won
4 certiticate and an Earth
Week t-shirt

Her poster was sent on to
the regional competition, It
included winners from |4
other counties, going over
from Kossuth to Lyon and
even down to Wright and
ida

the Conservation Districts of
lowd and Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company

Last year's contest theme
was “Habatat for Late™, and
the compention was open for
all students in erades kinder
garten through twelith grade

The posters were judeed
on '.il-._' ECniry s nserviation
MESSSEFE . VISUn elfecCiivencss

and umversal app
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Supervisors show commitment to environment

On Dec. |1, 2001 the Dickinson County
Hoard of Supervisors once again showed that
the water quality and the environment are high
priority to Dickinson County. The board
agreed o grant a conservanon easement 1o the
Dickinson County Conservation Board tor the
approximate 15 acres ot land east of the Oak
Haven Care Facility. This will do several
things that will help the community

First of all, this may end up saving the
county berween 570,000 and 380,000, This is
due to small wetlands that can form or get
established in road ditches or near bridges that
are owned by the county. If the county 1§
going lo upgrade the roads or bridges they
may have 1o fill some of these small wetlands
'he county engineer does look at all options
to prevent filling in these small pothole areas
but sometimes 1t can’t be helped.

Also, this 18 not to say we should approve
the filling wetlands but in this case where the
wetland has been filled in by road crews 30
plus years ago, we are not going to be harming
much because of a pre-existing condition
When the county fills in these small pothole
areas, they must replace them acre for acre

his may end up costing the county money to
buy and reconstruct a wetland basin for the
area that they have filled along a road

For example, the county in the past has pad
$3.200 for replacing a wetland acre in size.
Now on the property east of the Oak Haven
Care Facility there are approxamately 5 acres
of wetlands that could be restored. This i1s land

Welch Lake Wetlands

that can have wetlands restapd and the county
would not have to purchaselhe land

So, if vou take the hedges trom the past
wethind replacement and ﬁ;_,_'.]f-;.‘ it out, the
county could save anywhe@irom $70.000 to
S80.000

Second the L---I.ml*_-. Board of "-nl[ll.‘f"u'l"\t'lfi
decision will now allow toran Environmental
Learning Center to be plaged on the land,
[his has been a plan of theDickinson County
Conservation Board andihe Conservation
Foundation of Dickinson Cognty since 1996,

Back in 1995 several grolps came together
like lowa Natural Heritage Foundation, Dick-
inson Conservation Boand University of
Okobon, and The Lakes A Center to create
an over all Long Range Plan for this area.
['his is one of the last majogsieps of that plan.
This will create @ large green space area in the
middle of the Dickinson Gounty that will be
open to the public, It also'plices several ser-
vice arcas tovether like ThelLakes Art Ceater,
Westport School House, Dkobg)i Summer
Fheater, and soon to be coming, the Environ-
mental Learning Center

Currently the Environmemtal Learning Cen-
ter 15 being headed by the Gonservation Foun-
dation of Dickinson County:

The Dickinson County Conservation Board,
Friends of Lakeside Lab, and other organiza-
tions are working wgetherto make sure this
facility will be the best Environmental Learn-
ing Center in the Region _

This project will be a great asset to Dickin-

son County not only that it will save the coun-
ty money in the lang run, but create a lurge
green space area in the middle of the lowa
Great Lakes. This 1s an area currently filling
up with what some would say is unconirolled
development which is going to significantly
impact the reason for the expanded develop-
ment, the lakes.

The Dickinson County Board of Supervi
sors has agamn shown that the environment is
very important to Dickinson County _

They realize that the environment of Dick:
inson County is the reason why the county 1s
the only rural county in lowa that has shown
increase in development and the only thing we
have different than all the other counties in the
state are the lakes, We need development to
survive is what most will say

Here in Dickinson County, need o wateh
how fast and how we develop because eventu
ally it will come to the point that it sl impact
our lakes. We will not be nble to change the
system once development starts Kx impact the
lakes of Dickinson County

So we need to pre-plan and we need to slow
down and really think things over befoje we
go beyond our capacity and start 10 impacl the
one thing that makes the cash registers nng in
this county, the water quality of the Lukes in
Dickinson County

Steve Anderson :
Coordinator of the Dickinson County Clean
Water Alhance

Project underway

established to 4 mixture ol

Chris La Rue
Big Sioux Wildlife Management
Biologist

Many individuals passing
along Highway 86 north of Spir-
it Lake may have noticed some
recent construction acuivity.
Construction on the first seg-
ment of the Welch Lake Wet-
lands Project is underway and
completed

Ihe land acquisition by the
lowa DNR and the US Fish &
wildlife Service (FWS) on the
Apple Orchard off Highway 910
Welch Lake may be one of the
most important water quality
and wildlife projects for West
Lake Okoboji and the Towa
Great Lakes. In 1995 the Fish
and Wildlife Service purchased
the first Waterfowl Production

\rea (WPA) portion of the
Welch Lake Complex

From 1996 to 1999 several
other tracts were added by lowa
DNR and FWS to protect and
enhance the w atershed. The
final engineering has been done
ror some time and a drainage
sereement was recently
a‘p[‘lrn'-.'ml for DD #26 by the
Countly Supervisors and lowa

DNR

The current construction is
taking place on the Fish and
wildlife Service's North Booth
WPA Tract. When construction

is completed on the Apple
Orchard and the South Booth
WPA Tract. over 80 acres ol
wetlands will have been added
to the Welch Lake Wetlands

Complex. The Welch Lake
Complex all together will have a
total of 222 wetland acres thal
will protect and enhance the
water quality of West Lake
Okoboji. The total complex 18
now over 1,000 acres of public
land. As the wetland develop-
ment 1s completed, native praire

grisses and forbs will be estab-
lished with a small portion of
the area remaining in Crop as
development takes place. The
final segment of construction
should take place next spnng of
early summer with bids being
taken this winter. _

A wetlands complex of this
size will provide multiple bene-

fits for wildlife, water quality.
and sediment control. A variety
of different wetland types from
small to large will mamntain sea-
sqrul and pr:rm;l_nenl w_a.lur.
These wetlands will provide a
dverse mixture of vegetalloil
ahd wildlife habitat. .1 he
thlands around the area will be

grasses and native prairie A
diversity of game and nongame
migratory waterfowl and other
wildlife species will be attracted
to this public area for viewing or
hunting. The Towa Great ke
Area continues (o attract many
tourists and hunters for the great
recreational opportunities that i
affords. This complex will cer:
tainly help provide more recre
ational opportunities and
wildlife habitat in the lowa
Great Lakes.

Joan Schneider, A long time
resident on Wesl Lake OOkobon
and an lowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources Commissioner
stated: “1 realize the importance
of the Welch Lake Wetlands
Project. We all must be stewards
of our waters and lands, be
qware of our natural resources,
and take every opportunity to
save and protect these assets.
The Welch Lake Wetlands Pro-
ject is doing just that, providing
water quality to Wesl Lake
Okoboji while at the same Ume
offering the public lands Lo
enjoy and witness wildlife mats
natural state. We will all benehit
from this project.”
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Point State Park
NOow
expand that park

The lowa Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) Commission recently approved a 30-acre
addition to the park. The lowa DNR will con-
tribute 25 percent of the acquisition budget for
this parcel, while local residents raised the other

a5 ‘
/3 percent

Gull Point State Park, which originally opened
in 1935, is a 165-acre park located north of Emer-

Back in the leanest years of the Great Depres-
sion, local and summer residents around Weslt
Lake Okoboji raised funds to help create Gull

a new generation has raised funds to

n s o ¥ i
|

ull Point expands 30 acres

ian Conservation Corps labor in the nation, is still
a popular site for weddings and other gathernngs
Recently, an adjacent 30-acre parcel was platted

for 11 house lots with more being planned, Con

cerned neighbors, led by summer resident Irving

Jensen, Jr,, sought an alternative to more develop-

ment on the watershed

Jensen and others concerned approached the
lowa Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF), a
member-supporied, nonprolit organization that
protects natural lands

After consulting with the

lowa DNR, INHF agreed to purchase the parcel as

son Bay on the west shore of West Lake Okoboj

The park contains trails, pienic
beach and lots of wildlife habitat

areas, a sandy
A lodge, which

| <ome said was the most beautiful erected by Ciy 1

a state park addition
The INHF agreed that if local residents could

GULL POINT

Continued on Page 2

Three join staff at Conservation Service

By Mike Jordan
Stalf Writer

].hk' Dlnices i1 |Eq\' \,'\;Hj"::
Resources Conservation Servici
(INRCSY have thred

changes to announce

[h:r--.e!:lh |

Susan Ehert
Susan Ehert, a

native-and an lowa Lakes Com-

munity L -fl!t.:..'-._' graduale,

'tk |;||!||._" 1w an Lonservation Aid

Liake ::I'il.'-

[oined

-l L [ Liasn

15 0l [I.t]_'-.. al this VEAr.
A< a Conservation Aide Ehert

spends a good deal of her day
[1eld checking and l.i:-.h'ﬂg:' status
AVIEWS DN acres commiiied (o
VArjous canservation programs

She also wiorks to gel landowners
o come [0 her otlice 0 s1En up
lor other conservanon programs

s0me ol the conser

valion |‘1-L._
tices she deals with are lilter
strips and repairing butlfers as

vell ds plantings of native grass-

es, trees and shrubs {or both soil
and water conscrvation

"NMeeting :|'-_~~|1|= eemne diller
ent practices and how they hel
slow erosion and add to wat
quality of the area are some of th
major things | enjoy aho

job,” Ehret said

(Ine of the most ¢hal

CONSERVATION

Continued on Pa!n_}*.' £

Farmable wetlands pilot program

REGIONAL - “Now s an
excellent time to consider
enrolling land in the Farmable
Wetlands Program,” says Leroy
Brown, State Conservationist for
the lowa Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS),
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) agency that
provides technical assistance for
the new pilot program

“We have received applications
for less than 1/4 of the 100,000
acres slated for lowa in this
pilot,” says Brown. “That means
there's lots of opportunity for
landowners to enroll.” According
to Brown, this is an ideal time for
farmers to consider the program
because they have a good chance
o see the lay of their land as
they're out in the fields this fall
“Landowners may come across
wel spots in their fields that could
work well as small restored wel
lands,” says Brown. Through the
Farmable Wetlands Program
landowners may enroll wetlands
up to five acres in size and
adjoining grass buffers in the
continuous  signup of the
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP)

Brown encourages landowners
to visit their local USDA office
to see if the program will meet

their resource needs and opera-
tion goals, “"NRCS staff js avail
able to help landowners complete
conservation planning, including
an economic analysis of enlenng
the program,” says Brown
“NRCS and FSA staff can then
help landowners complete the
application process

Signup for the Farmable
Wetlands Program began June 4,
2001, and will be continuous
through December 31 2002,
says Derryl McLaren, State
Executive Director for the lowa
Farm Service Agency (FSA), one
of the USDA agencies adminis
tering CRP and the new program.
[owa Is one of just sig states
included in the pilot program, and
can enroll up to 100,000 acres.

“lowa has been a national
leader in conservation buffers as
well as wetlands restoration for
several years. Hopefully this fall
lowa landowners will continue
the positive trend by enrolling in
this pilot program for wetland
restoration,” said McLaren

According to McLaren, pro-
gram participants who enter 10
to 15 year contracts will receive
financial assistance that includes
rental payments based on the
county soil rental rate; a 20 PEr-
and a

cenl incentive pavmeni

maintenance payment. These
three payments can total up (o
$185/acre/year. Landowners will
also receive a one-time practice
incentive payment and a one-
time Sign-up incentive payment
Cast-share for installation of
practices is also available
Eligible land must have beéen
cropped or considered cropped in
al least 3 of the past 10 years, and
be physicaily and legally capable
of being cropped. Land must be
wetlands, farmed wetlands or
prior converted cropland, 5 acres
or less in size. Wetlands in the
floodplain of a perennial stream
will not be eligible.
The acreage needed for wetland
protection through buffers is not
to exceed 3 limes the wetland
acres, or the maximum buffer
width of 150 feet from the wel
land edge, whichever 1s greater
The minimum buffer width is 30
feet. Wetland and practice main-
tenance will be required through
the life of the contract. Incidental
grazing will be allowed after har-
yvest but will involve a 25 percent
payment reduction
Landowners and operalors
should contact their local USDA
Service Center for more details
and to sign up in the Farmable
Wetlands in CRP

DCN From Pagi
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Susan Ehert

things Ehret finds about her
work has been leaming all the
government terminology
involved.

Ehret has two sons, Michael
the oldest at 25, 15 marmed
and has a son. Brandon, who
21

5 engaged to be married
SOOnNn

Prior to becoming a Conser-
vation Aide, Ehret worked as a
computer operator at Kraft-
Sathers in Round Lake, Minn
For recreation Ehret enjovs
reading and plavine with her
:_'[.:H:i\llll :

“The people working out of
this office are a great bunch of
people to work with. | would
really like to see land owners

come in and check out oy programs 1 sec il thev are I-u;n.,;_

ficial 1o them

Tim Moran

hrel concluded

Lim Moran, a Graettinger native and also an lowa Lakes

Community College graduate

has been working at the

| v =
NRCS office as a Soil Conservation Technician since June
Moran has a degree in horticulture and worked as a Con-
servation Aide with the office since 1998. Before that he

farmed and

WS l~'||I[1||.l'1. L.lj L Hh the r":'l.‘lt..’l.] SETVICE as W 1111

As a Conservation Technician, Moran designs and

11 -
Installs Consci

valion praclices via waterways. terracinge and

wiel-land projects with farmers and other landowners of the

Al

'Keeping up with all the inter-
¢Sk people have in these dif-
IerENt conservation practices
s been a challenge for me,
Moran said. "Fall is the
hl”ilt"x‘ Season i1or i"[H"!L'I..'.‘*
such as these. A new wet-
land's pilot project has also
been a challenge this fall sea-
son 1o 1It|.p!|.:nw.n‘. o

Moran 1s married

E!'..' .J.”l,l

District, and Anderson hopes
the remaining third of his
funding will be accomplished
via grants he has applied for.
As Clean Water Alliance
Coordinator, it is Anderson's
job to set up Clean Water
Alliance meetings 1n both
lowa and Minnesota. He has
a core group meeting set for
Dec. 4 in Minnesota on the

[

iBhing

Tim Moran

Steve Anderson

steve Anderson, the new Clean Water Alliance Coordina-
tor for the Clean Water Alliance, is from Estherville.
. He was also '._'t.|l.|L'd[t.‘Li il |J.-'--.\.! | 'dl-.t.": He II..I'\ i dugrw 113 1
Environmental Management from South Dakota State Uni-  th spring of 2000

versity in Brookings, S.1)

“ﬁh new position 1s actually one that was vacated from
i 15 \
1992 until July of this year, I”-'[”lll'llf* due to lack of fund- mental

ing

Anderson’s PUSIION 13 funded part by the lowa Natural
Heritage Foundation, the Dickinson County Conservation

hl‘- wile .1L'H[||!-:.'.r have a four-
¥ear-old daughter, Autumn

iime wilh

there
% . » i u L]

For recreation Moran Sh | am following a long
- | | 1 LA . PN
i mils -
. nis 1an y. 1N L range plan on waler quality

outdoors bird watching and projecis 1o address best
s & LS L 4 L. (& B 2 - i i

'l enjoy my work and the
people 1 work with in these
olfices. | would encourage
tarmers and other landowners o continue to apply conser-
vation practices to their land," Moran said i

subject as a first meeting

can, that 1ssue in land sales
here," Anderson explained.
"It is also my job to 1dentify
possible projects and partners that can huiﬁ out. 1 like to
look at the big picture. Every hittle project of water quality
that gets the public involved working together, in my mind,
is the best thing in the world for me and my work."

Prior to working in conservation, Anderson was a seed
resource person for Feder Prairie Seed Co

Steve Anderson

in Minnesota
He has also worked as a techmcian at lowa Lakeside Labs
ind was a Dickinson County Conservation Board intern in

. in these ntlices work |]:~It'ﬂ1|_‘~ tocether."
Anderson said .

“Any person with water quality or environ-
concerns can call me at the office. I'll find the
son that can help,”

Ainy ol the new personnel located at the NRCS office.
nl 1 1 by calhing {
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“Landowners 1)

By Mike Jordan as of July of this year es, trees and shrubs for both soil wet spots in the
Staft Writer \s a Conservation Aide Ehert  and water conservation work well as si

redeeming the

spends a good deal of her day 'Meeting people, sceing ditfer lands,” says Br
Fhe offices at the Natural field checking and doing status  ent praclices and how nc el Farmable We
Kegpurees Conservation Service reviews on acres |,_||':'.}1'|'|:|'!|~'|,i 1y s lOW Erosion ind add yater landowners ma\
(NRCS) have three I'-'L.|*"”i'|LI VArigus conservallon programs l.}'-i'.:5l"-. of the area are some of th up o five .!k"dl
changes O announce She also works to get landowners major thines | enjoy about m H&ijﬂlﬁr’ﬂ'ﬂ Erass
to come 1o her office to sign up job," Ehret sawd JUous
. . : . - L Sdld conunuous s :
Susan Ehert . lor other L_””“s.r-\:i'!t-f- Programs One of the most challengin Conservation R u
Susan Ehert, a Lake Park Some of the conservation prac (CRP)
nagve and an lowa Lakes Com tices she deals with are 1'-||¢_-' : oﬁ
: | C dcdi : - - - R Brown encour
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Maxine Butler (middle) was recently awarded with a plaque, hononng her
as the lowa Division of Soil Conservation Employee of the Month.

Butler was presented with the award on Tuesday by the Division's Acting
Director Kennety Tow (left) and the chair of district commissioners, Mark
Ingwersen

Maxine was nominated by Carol Oskvig, District Conservationist and by
the commissioners of the soil district. And from this nomination; she was
chosen.

“She does an outstanding job as coordinator of all the different programs,
said Tow. “In Dickinson County, with the added dimension of the lakes and
public lands, we have additional programs. These needs have impacted Max-
we's job and she does a tremendous job of helping us.”
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Bill Northey shares farming trade in Japan

By Joy Hibma

Staft Wniter

Although the landscape was frastically difierent
Bill Northey wasn't having any problems relaling He
sat in a farmer's shed listening o A group o men Al
limes the discussion was lively, but he was surprised
They were similar to those he'd had at home — the
focus was around the joys and problems ol farming
only this ime the discussions were in Japan

ceks avo, ™ O 10-17, 2001, Nlljfh{_"l.

archinate maare relations
reade show and conversations

Continued on Page 2a

f unique experiences. Along
many farmers or those
farming business — he travelled 1o

JAPAN

JAPAN

Continued from Page 1a

focused around sovbean contracts

“It was a learming experience. The Japan
ese are a very sophisticated soybean industry.
and many were interested 1n WOrking directly
with us.” Northey sad. "By us coming aver
there and also being farmers ourselves, it
showed we were people who cared and
would stand behind our product

Northey was representing the group called
Innovative Growers. Made up of 36 farmers
from Northwest lowa, the farmers have creat-
ed their own co-op, looking for ways U
dlu‘lx]t} angd stay alve :
environment

“Many of these are farmers who are wanll
ng to find speciality produchon: and higher
value I‘u'mlm: Crops (o grow Northey *-..J'I"I-_!.

The trip to L'l['l,lll was a part Ol this plan
Northey joined others from lowa, in correla
tion with the lowa Department ol Economic
Development, all trying to make connections
with Japanese soybean comparnies

Northey, along with his partnes Dave
rak from West Liberty, lowa, me
vidual companies i NUmerous
in separate meetings, the trad
by meeting with farmers

“We found that lowa has a cpod reputa-
tion., and the Japanese like working with

they use 1t In S0 many different ways, bul
I|I.'.i|'i.'j~ 1O eatl i

Three ways the Japanese use a lot ol soy-
beans are food products called tofu, natio and
Mmiso

[he natto is a fermented bean, while the
miso was crushed, fermented and mixed with
wheat, It was often used in soups. A person
didn’t use a lot to get 1t's taste

“It was interesting to try. While, 1 liked the
tofu. I couldn't stand the natto. To me, 1
smelled hke beans that had been --]-ng d by
ben and stayed there for awhile They'd then
agl 1n youli boo! and started to .-”.f. i
Northey said, “l've never tasted those. but
these were nasty. and T won't by them agan

While meeting with trading companies like
Mitsubishh Corp., Sumitomeo Corp. o smaller
family companies, Northey found quite a Tew
interested in developing future relations

Manv he traded e-mails with and rece ved
business cards, And in most MECngs there
wias an imterpretes

In each one there

with cach onc &,
But there wergjin
Promising
[he problemiis i takes time to develop set
contracts a3 lot of 1551es have to be 2one

through

e ——

0

Fhings like how much
sucrose or proteins do
they want 1n their spe-
xl.:lI'-j- m'l‘_»]i:.‘.l'lh_ whal
does this customer wanl
how will it be prniced 1o
how to they want them
delivered
“*There's a lot of work
to do now, establishing
these things, We'd like 10
weed the companices
down ta around 15
Northey said
!""-1..1”} 0l contracts take
up to three years to estab
lish relationship
— Depending on the com
aniributed photo. pany, they want the lowa

NDﬂl‘LE—J\; stands in front of one of the Japanses ’t;t,uh‘jll‘lgﬂ in larmers (o send them

Tokyo

farmers directly,” Northey said. “And the
interesting thing, was many of them had vis
ited Towa, som

Many of the
brokers have
during August and
is (0 see the soybea i

“To them, LS 4 senou

all they do buy Ay e T et iy Narthey
said. “It's important H it

L

samples the next two

years from harvest
lhis way they'll know if they want 10
work with you. But once 1ts estabhished, it's
pretty well sef dn stonc Northey said
“Much of it is finding what the customci
vante and some of the companies Cell do
that better than others, especially the gger
Because 1l the one that ordered 1l does
.'\.:;!|'} the way they want the
find another customer that LiKes

And some
ol this
Northey hopes
will start this
next ycar

“Come of
the companies
sand t.fli._":'-xil
have us send
some oOver
next fall and
then they'd
SCe how
’:]Ik'}' d hike it
Northey said
"We Lu:»: want
a chance 1o do
it nght.”

Once a con-
tract has been
set between
Japan and
Innovative

{iTOWETLS 11 ; —~ :
saes 1o a Bill Noghey, Prasident of Innovative Growers, visited a Japanese

Farmer in the farm win his partner Dave Dvorak from West Liberty, lowa The Tokyd
group But the farmerghows some of his soybean crop
farmer doesn |
have to take 1t stables. But usually all of this was grown On
he has a choice to take 1Gor Wil 101 4 better  5-7 acres of land
one. And each farmer will most hikely grow Everything was miniature compared 10 us
ing a different Kind of hean, as 4 CUSIOMICE 1 the U-S.." Northey said. “You should have
might sometmng differenfthan anotnhes cecn their eyes when we said how much we
“We don't want Lo fofce someone (0 4o farmed. But then our eyes raised. when they
something that will cause peaple to lose told us they were geting $100 a bushel.
money.” Northey said. #We're going 1o do Northey found it interestng Secing how
our best to find the cogtracts that will be tarmers there live, He could also see why
worth more to the grower 50 they'll want 1o everything was miniature
do it For the farmers in Japan, the roads around
The group hopes 1o epd up with different  weren't very wide, making 1 hard to use
S17¢C 'l[Ltl_!IniI:_' companics, das L‘.'.Lil ane will have LATRE '.'I.IL:|E"|-'|!L'5I| Ard because many dtdﬂ l
a different emphasis. The larger ones have have many acres; HEy just used a five-1o0t
more customers, so 1l ope doesn't work oul combine with a tour-1o0t head
they can find another 1t was fun to compare farming styles
But Northey said these companies aren | Mhey're so much different, but then so much
alwavs as close to the customer the same. They still struggle to make a living
“The smaller family dpes usually empha st like we do,” Northey said
size the quality more thap the price. And they Some similarities was how land is valuable
know their customers, he said (o the farmer, and many continue because
With all the meetings, pot much tme was they want 1o pass it on to the next generation.
left to u‘\[ﬂL‘ITC the city. Although there were “They also don't want Lo be the last one to
times where several of them got up early und  be on the land, some have had their tarms in
saw the Imperial Palace, the U.S Embassy or their family tor ove 300 years,” Northey
went down to the Fish Market said. “And they also realize that if they sold,
What Northey enjoyed the most wis see they'd lose their identity and who their fami-
ing the different farms, A Japanese farmer v 1s. IUs interesting, because although their
that Northey knew from a previous exper: system is totally difterent, they struggle with
ence ook him and -,:_=-."'_'[';j1 others (o vistl many ol the same things '
farms two hours north of Japan But working together, Northey hopes il
Many of these farmers Eresw buckwheat, will help both cultures helping each larm

wheat. sovbeans, vieeelables Like carrots cab ine couniry Llransition into 4 new farming

==

tributed photo

apeobg - dnngnese Vo pvironment
LT e




Bill Northey shares farming trade i Japan

Several weeks ago, Nov. 10-17, 2001, Northey
encountered seven days of unique experiences, Along
with 16 other lowans - many farmers or those
nvolved in the farming business = he travelled to
Tokyo, Japan to help coordinate future relations

The meetings, the trade show and conversations

By Joy Hibma
Staff Writer

Although the landscape was drastically ditterent
Bill Northey wasn't having any problems relating He
<at in a farmer’s shed histening 1o a group of men. Al
nmes the discussion was lively. but he was -ur[‘ll|~a‘+.|
They were similar to those he'd had at home — the
} focus was around the joys and problems ol farming
2 only this time the discussions were in Japan

JAPAN

Continued on F.age 2a
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Computer recycling project races to sucess

By Mike Jordan
Staff Writer

It was just I8 months ago that Tom
Koster along with the Towa Lakes
Resource Conservation and Develon-
ment (RC&D) office bepan pm[m"[u
project i place to recvele ;."T'IIF‘IIH-"':.

That project, now known as RACE
(RE!tll‘l‘_ﬂthg Available Computers for
Education), has a center in Spencer that
has already completely gone thruut:h
600 computer systems refurbishing "’Eu
of them - all with volunteer labor i

But how does RACE work? Accord-
Ing to Koster, project administrator for
RACE - very well. "The type of waste
WE arc targeting here, through our pro-
gram, 18 all computer related [
includes processors, monitors, key-

boards, printers, printer ink cartridges
mouse, nternal hardware and sof1-
ware," Koster explained, "It has been
estumated that across our nation some
5.5 million out-dated computers could
be headed to the landfills this vear. that
IS not good for our environment {":mlx-
puters contain a number of toxic mate-

RECYCLING
Continued from Page 1a

in hands-on work with the
recycling of computers. It
also helps them understand
the inner workings of & Com-
puter better and helps them
learn the importance ol
being a productive commu-
nity member as well,” Koster
declared.

The goals of RACE are

«Produce a packet of edu-
cational matenals to provide
programs and seminars for
schools and communities on
how they can play an impor-
tant part in the reduction of
computer waste by recycling
used computers instead of

rals including lead. chromium, cadmi-
um and mercury that have the potential
of contaminating our ground water as
they break down over time in a landfill
It is the goal of RACE to refurbish or
recycle 1,000 computers a year. In so
tjmng. we could keep as much as SO-
10,000 pounds of computer wrm-u
material out of ares landfilis.”

Ihe RACE center accepts computers
from anyone. Normally the computers
bound for recycling are dropped off ar
the center but occasionally RACE will
pICK one up ' "

And once at the center, what
becomes of the computers? Koster
E”?I‘*”"“‘I RACE's method of operation,
We depend entirely upon volunteers to
help us with the refurbishing and recy-
cling of the computers. A ﬂunpuler is
100 percent recyclable. Volunteers

puters.”

Before the refurbished compute
leave the RACE center, they a
checked over o make sure L"'rl..'l"';lhll
works on them including the CD Ro
and the floppy drives, Once they a
ready to be moved out, the center co
tacts nom-profit organizations in need
computers. noulying them that a corn
puler 1s ready for them (o pick-up
~ Many area schools hive benefite
from the RACE center's computer
Schools use them for key boardin:
word processing, e-mail and spreg
sheet work, according 10 Koster
~ In fact, the RACE center ix develog
ing a K-12 partnership program wil
area schools where students not onl
benefit from the vse of the refurbishe
computers but also have the opportun
ty to work at the center dismantling th

DCN photo by Mike Jordan

come (o the RACE center and work to
rl]lh-ll"lilllth.' the computer components.
he components are cleaned up, Then
the process of wiping the hard drive is
done to take off all the information ”'h'l.l
h;."‘ been stored on it. Then we reinstall
Windows 95 on' the refurbished com-

Systems

DA

1-20-02.

"These projects ul the RAC
center enpble students Lo develop erit
cal thinking and decision-making skill

_ RECYGLINC

Continued on Page 2

tridges, both ink jet and
laser, from area homes
schools and businesses.

Presently RACE receives
computers for recycling from
the five counties in North-
west lowa.

In Dickinson County.
RACE is teaming up with
Waste Management Inc.,
operator of the county’s land-
fill. thanks to the efforts of
Koster and Waste Manage-
ment's District Manager,
Terry Smith. "Waste Man-
agement has been good to
work with on this computer
recycling project,” Koster

L
dadicated two large rooms at

lje center to storing, disman-
tling, refurbishing and hold-
10g computer systems
"'RACE recently received &
grant from the lowa Depart-
nent of Natural Resources i<
them with their project
The $29,000 grant fund:
have been used o pragres:
the RACE center project a
well as help with the salane
for its employees.
"] encourage people to cal
RACE before junking thei
gomputers or putiing ther
on the roadside as refuse fc
collection,” Koster concluc

Wilber Freeburg, a volun- o, "I hope recycling of con

added. "They have been
open to helping us keep puters catches on 50 we ca
computers out of their land- jﬂ.pand our recycling area
fill. We are hoping to set up well.”

a similar recycling situation | Anyone wishing to dona
for computers with the city facomputer (O RACE may c
of Spencer now that they are 50 by contacting Tom ‘Kns.t-
operating their own landfill ‘at the lowa [.ﬂiilt?h RC&D
site.” 14 West 21st St Suite 1
RACE has really begun to |[Spencer or they may ca
ecvele and refurbish com- [(712) 262-2083 to mal
pulérs on a larger scale in the | nrr_angcmcms to drop o §
last six months. They have [their computer.

;j_l1]-]~;lms|ng of them in land- teer with the RACE pro-
: gram, works at a table in

«Refurbish and provide at ; .
least 1,000 computers per the center dismantling a
printer.

year to schools and other
non-profit organizations ol "real world" technology,
after they participate in the career options, education and
training program. training needed for those
+Provide students, teach- options.
sLink senior volunteers

ers, and businesses with
hands-on training in comput-  with youth in a mentoring

er hardware. Promote greater role
awareness regarding the use *Recycle

BILUAA HEIS

printer car-
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the Seventh Annual lowa
Envirothon Contest held
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ond an the overall competi
lion and also received fMrst
place honors in the oral com
petition, during which they
presented their solution to a
current nmental prob
lem involving
species

lerril's placed
tourth in the overall compe-
tition, and captured first
I'LlL'L' in the forestry section
ol the contest

Students partic Ipating in
the contest were | hallenged
to sharpen their critical
thinking skills while explos

Ing environmental 1ssues in
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Hve calegories {'.11:;5.1;];5
Included aquatics, forestry
wildlife, soil, and a current
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INg INVasive species
Envirothon is a
unique educational compen
Lon sponsored by the
servation Districts of lowa
local Soil and Water Ce nser
vahion Districts
Bureay

lowa Department of Agri-
Culture and Land Steward
ship, Division of Soil Con
servanon; lowa Pork Produc
ers; lowa Chapter of the Soi
and Water Ci
‘“‘Il.ltlk‘f_‘l.

]lll.'.d

].-,*..I I AT

nservalion
and the USDA Nat
ural Resources Conservation
SErvice

For information on partici
Pating in next year's low;
Envirothon, contact Kristin
Wallace at the C Ufiservalion
Districts ot
641.774 4461
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FUNDING

Terril High School capit Ep.,

Continued from Page 1a

for education computer
clean-up day; and, the Dick-
inson County Emergency
Management Agency's
apphicanon for a contaminate
spill response unit.

Orville Berg, commission
president said, “I'm really
happy with the way the
meeting went. We came to a
good consensus, and | thank
everyone in the room was
pleasedywith thegesults. . the
way we put the budget
togéther... 1 think we made
some real strides for water-
quality. It was a well coord:.

2. Clean Water Alliance
Project: CWA coordinator s
salary — 521,000

3. Dickinson Country Soil
and Water Conservatuon Dis-
trict: Jowa Great Lakes
Clean Water Project ¢ 1-
nator salary — $16,034

4. Lakeside Lab/Dickin-
son County Conservation
Board: Joint Internship for
Environmental Education —
$10.000

5. IDNR-Fish and Wildlife
Bureau: North American
Wetlands Conservation Act,
Grant (INAWCA ) — $5.000

1l ECt
$815

Commissioners said the
two non-approved projects
had considerable merit, but
did not reldle as specifically
to water L|1]I]il}' 1ssues as did
other applications.

The 22-giember WQC is
the result of@two-year effon
by a volufiteer group of
Dickinson €Ounty citizens
concermned t the chronic
lack of mdaey to finance
!.l.'mur--n|u.|h'{j" improvements
for lakes md streams in
Dickinson County.

[

c¢ducation, environmental
needs awareness and infor
mation dissemination; cre-
ahion of grass waterways and
wetlands; erection and main
tenance of storm water run-
oft tacilines: dredging; bank
stabihzation; water treatment
and monitoring, invasive
(plant) species removal; and,
watershed protection outside
the county (Jackson Co
Minn.) which atfects water
quahity resources in Dickin-
son Co. The WQC scope of
intereést also includes fund
ing for urban and agricultur-

[y are represented on the
WQC according tok formula
based on their respective tax-
able property values

WQC members are: Ron
Walker, Arnolds Park; Greg
Drees. Arnolds Park; Wayne
Northey, Dickinson Co..
Darryl Halling, Dickinson
Co.; June Goldman, Dickin
son Co.; Jeff Rolfes, Lake
Park; Mel Berryhill; Milford;
Bob Sewell, Milford, Dave
Fhoreson Okobaoyi, Jane
Shuttleworth, Okoboji: Carl-
ton Mitchell, Orleans, Dean
Dodds, Spirit Lake; Bab

Rolfes, Dodds, Houg
and Benedict did not ater
the meeting. Tim Fawrchild
attended as a Ternl alternate

The municipahties and the
county have appointed ulles
nate representatives (o attend
WOQC meetings when need
ed

In other business
missioners approved a 1o
distribution of 395,004}

the next three yvears (o)
NAWCA on 4 project-to
project basis. They also
revicwed the conflicr of

INterest provisions stated in

6. Friends of Lakeside
Lab: Clean Water Alliance
Communications Plan —
4,000

7. lowa Natural Henage
Foundation Natural
Resource Inventory
$£3.740

8. Jackson Co, (Minn.)
Planning and Environmental
Services: lowa Gre akes

nated effort by a diverse
group — they (commission-
ers) have lots of different
perspectives, all of which
were well aired 1in a fnendly
and effectuve manner...and |
think everyone left (the
meeting) pleased with what
they'd been able 1o do.”
Commussiener Jane Shut-
tlelworth, observed: “The

approved projects provide a- Color-Infrared Digital Pho-
balanced mix of environ- 1ography Project — 52,500

mental communication and G. Spirit Lake High
education along with moni-  School: Science Class Using
toring and implementation of  Probes for Water Monitoring
good land-use pracuces,’ on the Little Sioux River —
Project applications 51,4069
approved were 16. WOC: Administration
1. Friends of Lakeside Operating Expenses — $892
Lab: Lake and Watershed 1. Silver Lake Sports-
Monitoring — $34.550 men's Club: Silver Lake

REAP Assembly comesto Arnolds Park

Amolds Park will be the site of the March 19 region 3
Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Assembly,
DNR officials announced recently,

The assembly, which will last approximately two hours,
will begin at 7 p.m. at City Hall. DNR Director Jefi Vonk
and REAP Coordinator Kevin Szcoronski will lead discus-
sions. residents of region 3, which includes Buena Vista,
Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto
and Sioux counties, are urged {o attend.

Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Assem-
blies, held in even-numbered years, help define and direct
the program for the next two years. They are designed to
share information with the public, collect input and ideas for
the future and give citizens the opportunity to identify poten-
tial REAP projects in their area. The meetings are held in 16
cities across the state spanning each of lowa’s 17 Council of
Government areas to provide the most statewide representa-
tion and participation.

“Assemblies are the most effective vehicles for lowans to
learn more about REAP, and maybe more importantly, help
bring natural resource development and enhancement proj-
ects to their own community,” said Szcodronski. “Informa-
tion presented at the assemblies will be useful to those peo-
ple working on projects and who have hopes of receiving a
REAP grant.”

A second essential component of the assemblies involves
electing five representatives from each region Lo serve on the
REAP Congress to be held this summer. The Congress

I'he Diclimson County
WOC 15 ”“'im to be a first
of-its-kind iglowa. Commus
sioner Da¥e Thoreson
enthusiastic gbout the broad-
er imphicalions of the
WOQC's achievement, com-
mented thatt “Local Eroups
(throughout the state) that
are really interested in con-
servation and environmental
work could start looking to
an organizanion like this
(WOQC) get things done

The WQC will be funded
each year by tax revenues, as
may be determined by cach
incorporated town and by the
county. It will use the money
to fund water-quality
improvement and mainte
nance activities like publis

al best-management prac-
tices in the county,

Fhe WQC implements
provisions of 28E of the
lowa Code enabling inter
governmental agreements
All incorporated and unin
corporated areas of the coun-

By lane Shuttleworth
Special to the DCN

Approximately 40 people

I‘JL":'H iand the Environmental

makes recommendations regarding REAP to the governor,
lowa Legislature and state agencies.

Since 1989, more than $7.7 million in REAP funding has
been spent for various projects in region 3. Recently funded
projects include $3,600 to the City of Storm Lake for cre-
ation of the *Main Street” Museum (Buena Vista County);
$125,000 foracquisition and development of the Little Sioux
Wildlife Areain Spencer (Clay County); $75,000 for acquisi-
tion and development of the Lake Link Trail in Amnolds Park
(Dickinson County); $74,000 for acquisition and develop-
ment of the Kiwanis Park in Spirit Lake (Dickinson County);
$122.706 forfacility development at Elinor Bedell State Park
in DickinsofCounty; $81,550 for purchase of the lowa Nat-
ural Heritage Foundation tract at Fort Defiance State Park in
Emmet County; $167,120 for the Peterson Prairie acquisition
in Lyon County; $75,000 for acquisition and development of
Sewell Parkin Palo Alto County; and $103,568 for soil and
water enhamgément projects at the Rock Valley wellhead in
Sioux Counly,

REAP is Emultipurpose program designed to enhance and
protect Iow#'s natural and cultural resources. Elements of
REAP inclile conservation education, open space develop-
ment and adquisition, soil and water enhancement, historical
resource de¥elopment, roadside vegetation and state park
tacility imp@vements. REAP is funded through Towa’s Envi-
rtimmtnt Fist Fund and from the sale of REAP license
plales

}

Museumn 1 uesday afternoon to listen to DNR sta
t!_tu dECNCY S elions to improve the w
Gar Lake. Lower Gar was listed in

Cosens, Spirit Lake; Pat the open meeting section of
MeNorton spirit Lake; the lowa Code. NO udt
Everett Houge, Superior, was tuken

Marc Benedict Terril; Brad WQC project fundi
Jones Wahpeton; Timothy 2003 1s cxpected
Wilson, Wahpeton; and, $200,000

Orville Berg, West Okoboji
(WOQC Chair)

OoWer Gar'warer
quality discussed

gathered at the Maritime
It explain
arer quality of Lower =
4 1999 report by the

Protection Agency as one of

\paired 18 & regulatory term lality 1o meet its designated use.
ind rivers that do not meet —"©™ lake and stream is differ-
ding to Towa Code. specif- it, and often there is no common
I 'to meet one or more des- 2'C€MeEnt as (o What people want
Hact recreation or tifi!lkil’]g . h““:. III!.IL"'I HIRNCY "\hﬂl..'l]d h':
ies have a designated use, PEM! Williams emphasized
not specific designation Ihat is why we need to know
s a Class B wuter meaning ‘O™ You what you want us to look
aquatic life. In the lowa 1@ a8 possible options to improve
ar, Little Spirit Lake, and * 9uality of your lake.”
mpaired Audience members had many
ory process used to classi. 1estions and suggestions, Con-
i Williams explained the ™ Was expressed on the impact
steps to create and imple- t boating on water quality
uality. A key step in this ‘€cause Lower Gar averages four
ources, and 1if they derive =5 L|L‘:.‘|‘~‘. boat traffic can Sesha-
- ate water quality by stirring up
LOWER GAR ¢ phosphorus-releasing sedi-
= =2 " 1ents. Others expressed interest in
Continued on Page 2a »wering the lake level and allow-
iy e prucuaoron—-mg il 10 retumn (o is nrlgmul wel-
re the production of land condition as the first settlers
lants through photo-  discovered it. Several audience
OW OXxygen levels can  members expressed concern about
s and JL‘gr.’I}fL" habitat the impact of leachate from the
orgamsms, Sediments  nearby landfill on the water quali-
rt phosphorus, a plant ty of Lower Gar. Another audience
» the water. Phospho-  member asked if dredeing weren't
es algae blooms that the logical solution to improving
Xygen as they die and  Lower Gar ‘Everyone in lowa
wants their lake dredosd
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REAP

Amolds Park will
Resource Enhancement
DNR officials announc

The assembly, whic
will begin at 7 p.m. at
and REAP Coordinator
sions. residents of regi
Clay, Dickinson, Emm
and Sioux counties, are

Resource Enhancem
blies, held in even-nu
the program for the ne
share information with
the future and give citiz
tial REAP projects in tl
cities across the state s

Operating Expenses — 381
11, Silver Lake Spor|

men's Club: Siulver Lal
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Spirit L.{lkc 11l

The meeting room at the Spinit
Lake Public Library is available for
use by educational, civie, cultural
and ]'!;.Ihlh.‘ information groups or for
library-sponsored programs, RKecen
lv a memorial gift by the family ol
Pearl Chozen enhanced our meeting
$room with the replacement of the
countertop and sink, as ‘~'-'I-:1I| as the
purchase of new flatware. We appre
ciate this gift from the Chozen family
Does your middle school student
need to complete his/her Accelerated
Reader Points for this quarter or gel a
head start on the next one? Don't
forget that the public library has many

Government areas to p AR books available for students in the *r'-'

tion and participation, Spirit Lake, Okoboji and Hurms-Lake Th””{[ﬂ ;
“Assemblies are the Park school districts. They are Chozen

learn more about REAPF, marked with the reader level and munity r¢

bring natural resource d o points; the lists from the
ects to their own comm| schools are also available at the hibrary.
tion presented at the ass¢ g0 ey juvenile fiction AR 1I|Hi.‘-~“
ple working on projects the Newbery winner “The Single Shard™ by
REAP grant.” - Linda Sue Park (also available 1n audio
A second essential cot tape). “Alison Who Wenl Away™ by \;n*..m
electing five representatiy Vande Velde, “Rowan Hood, Outlaw Girl of
REAP Congress to be Sherwood Forest” by Nancy Springer, “Love

Two Terril High School
teams captured second and
tourth place, respectively, at
the Seventh Annual lowa
Envirothon Contest held
April 22 at Springbrook
State Park near Guthnie Cen-
[l

Terril's Team | placed sec-
ond in the overall competi-

five categories. Categories
included aquatics, forestry.
wildlife, soil, and a current
environmental 1ssue invaly-
INE INvasive species

lowa Envirothon i
unique educational competi-
ton sponsored by the Con
servation Districts of lowa
local Soil and Water Conser-

15

tion and also rey

place honors in |
petition, during
presented their
current environ
lem involving
species.
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ing environme
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Continued from Page 1a

irom point source or non-point
sources. Point sources are pollu-
tants that come from single, identi-
fiable ongin, such as & tactory
pipe outlet. Non-point source pol-
lution, such as agricultural runoff,
come from a variety of sources
and is far more complicated to
control, Lower Gar suffers from
non-point source pollution as a
result of soil erosion from agricul-
ture. However, the DNR stated
that most of the current impact on
l aquatic life 1s a resulr of sediments
¢ already accumulated in the water
since the introduction of iniensive
agriculture over 100 years ago. As
a result of sedimentation, Lower
Gar Lake suffers from excessive
turtidity. Turbidity affects aquatic
life by lowering light penetration
and therefore the production of
oxygen by plants through photo-
synthesis. Low oxygen levels can
cause fish kills and degrade habitat
lor aquatic organisms. Sediments
also transport phosphorus, a plant
hutrient, into the water. Phospho-
rus stumulates ulgae blooms that
can deplete oxygen as they die and
decompose

quality to meet its designated use.
"Every lake and stream is differ-
ent, and often there is no common
agreement as to what people want
or how much money should be
spent,” Williams emphasized
“That is why we need to know
from you what you want us to look
into as possible options to improve
the quality of your lake ™
Audience members had many
questions and suggestions. Con-
e was expressed on the impact
of boating on water quality.
Because Lower Gar averages four
feet deep, boat traffic can aggra-
vate water quality by stirring up
the phosphorus-releasing sedi-
ments. Others expressed interest in
lowering the lake level and allow-
Ing it to return to its original wet-
land condition as the first settlers
discovered it. Several audience
members expressed concern about
the impact of leachate from the
nearby landfill on the water quali-
ty of Lower Gar. Another audience
member asked if dredging weren'l
the logical solution to Improving
Lower Gar. "Everyone in Towa
wants their lake dredoed *
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All four Dickinson County School

Community Schools, joined togethe
on Thursday, Sept. 5, to teach 225
and the ecology of Northwest low
grass being passed around. [Topl:
Ecosystems” map for the rest of th
Coordinator, taught each of the cla
aquatic life. [Bottom middle]: Tim M
eral sessions on lowa wildflowers

| akes water oualitv
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non-profit organization

to battle Milford hog lot

ng- 18502
By Anitra Wolf
Editor

Citizens concerned with a hog
confinement under construction out
side of Miltord have banded together
to form a non-profit organization

Fhe organization, pegged "Save
Dickinson County’s Environment,”
was lormed at a meeting on Monday
night at the Milford Community
Building. According to documents
created by it's founders, the organiza-
tion’s purpose is 'to support and fund
the liigation process against a large

7 e A A

hon { oordinator Steve
pine the issue, he has
I facility has been pro-

industrial hog confinement facility §
being constructed 1n Okobop Town
ship and future-lhike facilines and
IO suppont a future 'ik‘-:_’lwhifl'-a' citon v it Blinno
Leaders Wendell Williams and 1E 5 ”: :I-I : l:.‘_.l
Cheri Eichman led the meeting, stat- oo ! Wi !J:H1
ing there were three things they e

"'r LY

¢ Stevens has attend
Lug‘ e hog lot,

||" ||
0} PEY | 1By} pea)

wanted to cover: 1o give background, SO

to explain the legal actions
mobilize the troops
Williams opened the meeting sta
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HOG LOT
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County Naturalist, explained to th |

concerns on hog
confinement

& .."L...::P-:_," -
By Kate Brincks
Special to the DCN

‘T've always loved nature
fresh air, love wildlife, love the
try,” said David Welle, wi
three-fourths of
confinement. I

1 mile northwest

hate
come to an end because | know
smell can be very unpleasant
if you don't want to be outside you
!1i|f_[:|'t[ as well be in town.'

Residents of the Milford area path-
ered Wednesd 1Y evenmg (o discuss o o scc Lndl
hog confinement which is set to be con the

Okoboii Frankly,

structed
Dickinson County

A Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) permit was issued Sept. 3, 2002,
to Albert Gerhardt to build the facility

According to Wendell Williams, who
lacihitated the meeting al the old Town
Hall in Milford, the confinement would
ettect more than 40 residents in a twao

L1 lownship In

Residents voiced concerns aboul
in  properiy VOUng
people leaving the state, air quahty,

decreases values

HOG CONFINEMENT

Continued on Page 2

mile radius

HOG CONFINEMENT

Continued from Page 1

i e hions 15
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Lautherin Cl | [he

17,21 and 28 of OKoboy)
nd 21 -.|T.1\._,= r Tow ..l.-!-

IMEANUre

wWater \]liu:"- and a liack ol notihication
confinement, According 10 Willinms
Bend Park and the Litle Sious

are also in the two mile radius

lownship and
i 930 acres,
R srasement i alo-h

ies the

epnvironmental concem v o medium

1 personally fe¢l betrayed by the lac)

borliness ™

ol neieh wids also
the meetine. He said the DNR had
probably already been out to check separation dis-
fances, which deal tar the Facility will he
trom the butlding
d "We

Stevens

Democratic Stae Rep, Gree Stevens
sald Williams on hand {or
Accordmg to the DNR permit. the confinement
would house araund 4,000 feeder 1o fintsh hogs in
sed facihines

said
wi to have them.™
stevens said these operations are still consid-

the county has no

two buildings
“Quite frankly. the permit has |
without lactual
body's part, probably the T
and the I's have been dotted
e Dickinson County Board of Supervisors
e, 13
them aware of that a proposal (o issue a permil
from the DNR was being considered. After the
county was notified of the propasal, they then had
15 days to file a timely request for a
belore the Iinal permit was issued Stevens. “We don't know the
supervisor Dave Gottche said it was not [t was decided at the
public that the supervisors had received the letie e
W had 1alked to other boards of supervisors
had some specific thin
or bring out in the heanng, the DNR | {
ud Goticl \n

The manure management plan savs the manin ha

ecn 1ssued an re going need hoes  in lowa™

i 1ol more gnthening on some Tt's eood thing for'l

-I'.I;'a. L l"l'_ el Choe -..'-|

sarl Williams ered senculnural and therefor

rtiglel

11|r‘ll-~|'|[_'~ ovYer-ammouitural

received a letter dated W02, 16 mal Chverall, Stevens and Williams said they need-

ed 1o/ hind more oul about who will be rinnine the

aperation
‘Ifit’s a good manager than a lot of the prob-

hearing  lems will wo-awav. b

ut that's the |1=u|'|a'm "™ said

management.”
end ol the meeting that

neighbor 1 representative of

Would contact

the company buik the facility to see if they

bul unless you would be mterested in antending

Lown meeting

conceming lthe s that had

raised.
ict an attormey who
SUIME EXpPerience hese matiers 1o see if the
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issue the permil anyway, ther neighbor would coni
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| Continued from Page 1

ing that the pew non-profit organization would Water Quality Commussion Coordinator Steve
be pro-farmer and that it 1s working (o discour-— “Anderson said in researching the 1ssue he has
wee laree-scale industnial hog confinement facili lecamed that another hog lot tacility has been pro
f1es m mappropnate county sics posed i Dhckinson County .
He then stated that one such sile 1s i"x'lHj.f COn- state Ki presentative Lireg HSlevens has attend
[ structed 1 Section 28 of Okobo) Township. ed all three meetings regarding the hog lot
approximately 25 mules from the Horseshoe One way lowa s o lement 1s that we don't
Hend Park. The facility is owned by Albert Ger-  give the people any say,” sad Stevens. “You
o hardt and construction has already begun have to work with the local people for siing and
Legally, the orgamization has been working get evervong involved, Without local control
with .'. wver Day :J..H:».-m Ir., as well as an Algo- we're pever going 10 have a handle on it
v lawyer with expenence in hog conhinement Supervisors Wayne Northey and June Gold
sues. It was speoested by these lawvers that a man were also in attendance and pointed out that
n-profit organization be formed o fund a - they will do whatever possible to help the orgam
: -'I-I' PIOK -.'~.= zatuion n thewr effon
Five apparent deficiencies were uncovered T yust want vou to know that we have joined
and 4 !.-ii:-r to cease and desist was 1ssued o the vour battle, and we want You 1o ¢ all on us o do

Gerhardts. While Williams was hesitant to  whatever we can at tus pont,” sand Goldman

incover any of these deficiencies, he did cite two As expected, things got a it heated  when the

Liter in the meeung, First, he sad that a notice supervisors were asked why they didn't anform
was not pubhished l:r inform the pubhic of the hog  the public of the hot 1ot permit But Williams was
confinement permit. And second, on several quick 1o get the group back on track |
communications, the legal descriptions were ‘We could point fingers all night long,” he
incorrect. Williams said further detals will be  said. "But the fact of the matter 15 that we' ve got
released later on in the hiigation process to deal with the cards in our hands.™

Chen Eichman then took over the meetng 1o Which 1s what the orgamzation plans to do
mmhate a committee oreanizational Process ."'..b'l-,_' Commuttees formed at the h'-l”l'l-,_.k.l:- meenne anc
mtroduced each of the sub-committees of Save planning to meet this week. Future meenngs will
Dickinson Countv’s Environment” and invited be announced at a later daoty
itendees oo the efton I'o learm more aboul the orpamzation or to gel

ut before splitting into commuitiee groups involved. contact Wendell Williams at (712) 338-
Williams and Eichman invited the citizens to 4958 or Chen Eichman at (712) 338-206]
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By Kate Brincks “I've i,
Special to the DCN tresh ain, | The Spip
try," smid |.,,|.‘.',H
Residents of the Milford area gath-  three-fourt
ered Wednesday ey ening to discuss a  confineme;

|||.1|I|

||. |I| b :!h (T

hog confinement which is set to be con-  come 1o The goal o

structed in Okaboji [ownshup in smell can
Dickinson County if vou i

A Department of Natural Resources  might as s
(DNR) permit was issued aepl. i, 2002, Reside
to Albert Gerhardt to build the facility decreases

"-l.'kl'l'dl'.l_:.' o Wendell Williams: who I:n_'.,1F1|._- lLJOOR S |

tacilitated the meeting at the old Town

m |§-1'||- for
Mg term heal

3 ~ I
Hall in Milford. the conbinement would sontinued fre
eflect more than 40 residents in a two
miule radius PENErs oo A

= Istulls and may
centers =

HOG CONFINEMENT entrance on
3 = : — Highway 71
Pride Sign also
water gquality and a lack ol notificatiovlaced the letter
confinement. According to Williams signs for both
Bend Park and the Little Sioux Luthe the Pearson
are also in the two mile radius. GE-I”F.‘W and
borliness,” said Williams Tl|; Tiu“dsen
According to the DNR permit, the "atre il
would house around 4,000 feeder 1o | those DU"dng

Continued from Page 1

*I personally feel betraved by the la

two buildings as well in
TQuite frankly, the permit has bes preparation for
without a lor more factual eatherir the center's
body’s part. probably the 1's have grand Upemng 5%
and the I's have been dotted,” said W celebration this o =
]EE'.' Talt Kimnson Countyv Board ot \A‘eeken{j ;h
received a letter dated Al 133 K. 3
them aware of that a prop wsal oo b- mn‘:
iy e 8t PIVHERAT 40 DCN photo by [N
frorn the DNR was being consider Mike Jordan [EREREENE
L'uuilﬂ} was natified of thHe ;'-!urun..-' L___: =

15 days to file a timely request |

betore the linal permit was issued B s -
i’ﬂt[‘L‘['-l\l.'\-l |J'..H e Crottche sand 1 .f’(‘ll‘ bWHI]lli {}l 1]

['.'l]i"hl.. thit the pervisors had reces
“We had walked to other boards ¢ 31,; I[”I" I‘II‘F”‘”H

but unless vou had some specific thinstaff Writer

or bring out in the iu.!rl.rl.-_' the [N

issue the permit anyway,” said Go John Sandy got invelved
The H...;‘-If ¢ Management nlan sa 1";h-l“x‘”.” af Christian Athletes
| be imected or .l.||l wed aophied € Was a Ireshman in h.'l__:h schiow

Incorporation m the springe and fall ‘._.”'-} it changed his life, Rave

' Arpose and helped him realize w
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Sixth graders learn about nature

-”r

0

p o

All four Dickinson County Schools, Harris-Lake Park, Okaobojl, Spirit Lake and Teril
Community Schools, joined togetherwith the Dickinson County Soil and Water Commission
on Thursday, Sept. 5, to teach 225 sixth graders about the environment, how nature works
and the ecology of Northwest lowa. [Top leff]: Dustin Whelan looks intently at a group of
grass being passed around. [Top): ‘Ashley Colwell and Sarah Webb hold up a "Agualic
Ecosystems” map for the rest of their classmates. [Bottom leff]: Tom Koster, Help-A-Habita!
Coordinator, taught each of the classes about the local ecosystems, especially the area’s

aquatic life. [Bottorn middle]: Tim Maran, Soil Conservation Technician, NRCS, taught sey- |7

eral sessions on lowa wildflowers and grasses. |Bottom righf]: Barbara Tagami, Dickinson
County Naturalist, explained to the students about IOWATER testing — the lowa Graal
Lakes water quality. .
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Supervisors fail to
mform public of hog

lot construction intent

By Mike Jordan 09-25-07
Staff Writer

hog confinement feeding operation by Dutg)
Ureek Farms had becen made

since the DNR did not hear back from the
Back in the spnng of this year, the Dickinson  supervisors regarding the permit request in th
Lounty Supervisors received a letter from Dutch
Creek Farms of Fairmont, Minn

required two week time frame, they issued a pe
indicanng their  mat for construcuon of the hog
intentions (o construct & hog confinement feeding  ation on Sept. 3
aoperation 1n Okoboi Township of Dickinson The 4,000 capacity hog
County

On May 28, Albert Gershardt, one of the own-
ers of Dutch Creek Farms, remutted an applica

non for a conhinement feeding operanon con-

antnement operation
15 now under construction less than two miles
‘i"""‘!']l" .u"

ieainst i

irom Horseshoe Bend County Parl
Iniormanon dccompanying a et
hog confinement operation, the confinement
struction permit with the lowa Department of ofF the courty
Nalurnl Resources (DNR

ilales that the supervisors shall
that they have re

operation s sifuated on op of one
large dquiiers that supplies witter to the Latl
s1oux River, back drains into Wesl Lake Okobagi

1O IMAnY resicgent I Ih

lowa cod
P!lh'h'—h I nonce

ceiviedd o |||"‘. 0l and 15 the waler "'-fl["!i'i V

dll appu n lor such a construction permit, and | county

provide a method of receiving public comment The problem with the hog confinement opes

passibly through 4 public hearing, on it tion, beyond its potential to pollute the er and
Op Aug. 13, the DNR made a preliminary  aur for a large portion of the county's populati
gelemmination that the hog conlingmeni operation IS that some discrepancies e | L

had met the legal cnterna for such an operation in
lows 1o be 1ssued
SUPETVISOrs were notlied, in a fetter trom the -
DNR, that o

onstruchon permiat lhe

SUPERVISORS

(e aliroT | v B2 ¥
. " i ~onmtinued on Page 3
permit reguest for construction of 4 :

State to review DNR permit procedure

A plan proposed by State Representative Greg Stevens (D-Milford) 1o review the hog lot permit

k

process at the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was spproved by the Legislative Oversight

Committee Wednesday. The DNR review includes all permit and enforcement procedure

“With the recent permit approval of the hog confinement near Milford, 1t is time the state review
DINR permit approval procedures d with my proposal
(o look at how DINR issues permits. Although I'm especinily interested in looking ot the hog lodper
mil 18sae, the review also Includes gieand witer permit procedures

“said Stevens, “I'm glad the committes agre

The Legistative Oversight Committee will perform the DNR review during the next leginlut
Slon

Stevens Is & ranking member of the Legislanve Gversight Committee, which includes both
Répresentatives and Senators. The Oversight Committies meets duning the legislative session and

monthly for the remainder of the vear. The comminee's focus is reviewing ull spects ol «lal
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Are you raising
mosquitos?

By Steve Anderson

Water Quality Commission Coordinator

With raised concern over the West Nile Virus. several people are

really concerned with mosguitoes

Know bt mosquitoes start their life in w

s and where they breed, Mosi people

iter, Adult mosguitoes lay

Cpges in the water, and after the larva hatch, they only ~-r*|-,r|-.1 A few
days in the waler uniil they can [y, Unce a mosguito 1s freed from its
nest of water, they only live about a couple of weeks. During that
time, female mosguiioes will I 11,000 i "
by’ AIC YyOou rsing mosguitoes VY k Iypcs «

W e SOUl e il W Na l hat |'~ I AL N
property Mosquilo egps and la 1 15 has lim st 11 W

to survive. That means that areas where wind can blow and create
waves or siimng of water will not produce mosquitocs in most cases

Urdinary itéems we have in

our vards ar

usually the largest pro

decer of mosquitoes. To himit the production ol mosquitoes, we need
lo make sure that buckets don't sit with water in them, that old tires

cannol hold water, and that toys in the yard don't have waiter sitiing 1n

them. Another area most people don't see or recognize 15 trees that
have spots where water can collect, such as old tree stumpt or rotting
dead branches up in the tree. These are arcas that are usuaily hard 1o
find and hard to control. One recommendation is if there 15 a visible
area in a tree that 15 holding waler, place sand in the hole. Mosguitoes
will not lay eggs in anythung other than standing water. The reason it
i5 50 vital to remove as many breeding sites from around our vards is
because mosquitoes will spend their whole life within 300 feet of the
wiater source from which they were hatched. The amount of mosgui

toes can usually be limited by the amount of standing water

Here are a few tips to limit being bitten by mosquitoes

* Wear light-colored clothing that has long sleeves and long pants.

= Avoid physical work, and limit vsage ol perfume and cologne
because all of these things can attract mosquitoes

* Try to stay oul of areas that normally have large populations of
mosquitoes.  If you cannot, then consider using some type of insect

repellent

llllU[lel.q "':d

012 Alunos et pue payaoys vy
Ue noA Joj Fuikerd
531 puag asoysasioy 10 poony
MUBWAATOAUT £Junod atou

Ut JOnuos a0 azow 2 0] spaau
g'7UL ‘A uonsnpaxd Foy pasod
01d © punoaw 10 uj AT e
) SIyEu oy payoud 1E
RIS N0 yanosy woneysida) Funysd
VIBLL T od 0) jak st yay J:-ﬁf;'{q
1 JaAamoy (umede uaddey 3 uom
1By Wajueiend ou an :u:u'u

| {194 U3AD 3q pmoa 1110 4
003 240 Ut 219y s Jo [1e 30) saouanb
SUOD Funeseaap fienuajod i
YR A1 Jo 1samyuon o ISEayLOu
990 ARY Ajisea se gsnl pinon g
UL puiyaq 193 0) paau [I® 24 pue
uaqosd Ino s SuRqoad  nayy
5
uRy asap Sunydy e “nﬁ;flmf;
"H SPY OYm 1980 ruoRy ue Py

\.‘inl-[‘_l .;;'”4'“] ;ﬂ"-‘ LI W IH“LI
\.‘l\!F‘]'

1 suaznia
B [2AY]

dr.‘llj 10 pasu i am 4.'.11“

UIZ

Ued | Aem Lue nog dJurgoddns
1,1 ‘swap

A doss 3, upmoa Aoy

PI[Eung Aaip ey wpe
SUD51200y 2 \R(] pup
sI0stadng o)

Ul <iajla) omi

{1 Se yons) saruadosd durpunaLms
pue Auadod sy it sanss am U1
YL SIay ams o S$3[un ‘sn pjoj
AN 2201 a1 jo Youdg qreg sy
| uad v Furzuomne o) joud
Swaned puey pue soem [I.'.‘IIJU]'\;I[[
O su sduuray siqnd so0 uonaadsui
«'._llii ou JOPO. I9A0 [Luliln.'i ou

“umid pooyy e uy Houns sajem 10
100U 0N *auou am <241 “Ino FUI'I{'I-]

IM Sy juonmiado Foy pajuesmun

UR Wody ariqnd ay1 199101d o) suonemn

34 Uy e MMM s 21 puy

PO ysour oy S0P J1 219ym ams

“saud nd pu tl:‘?ﬂf‘dlﬂl"’l.\llﬁ puigaq

fjn||{rn JARY pInoa Lunos 2loym

I.‘r: By rfmnux A9y isnn PR3 ue sw

PIUM ‘Aunoa ap £q uonesynou jo

ASIUNOD Ayt uaAlF U33q pey am n

HIUSEMFOH Jaire uonriado doy

* Alunon

FSNEIRQ ‘ddus21y1p

| Lupmom gsal gt ‘(i

L WOu oym )

AGUON dukem

JUIPIODIR Uy
Isnany

<UL U2

e w yoop
AUR Jpewn aam

Wa% My

Cooperati

Praise for cooperation

u

school lately ( : igratulations are ‘
vl I o [TIST |1- cCloT _;'\ n
Pentico and Football Head oach f
Brad Gnmmips, for.their cooperative

=Tyl

efforts to support-all students In 4% &
letics and in music! ’ '

It's an exciting spint, and we‘alto 3
thank President John Brown and the
\thlet Boo ' I
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Continued from Page 1

Process have been wentlied by attornevs for the local citizens’

group concerncd aboul the Tad ity under construction

epuncies has fallen upon the shoulders of the
y Tmiled to let the people of the county Know

One of those disc
SUPervISOrs in thut thi
wis being consid

that construction of the nfinement operato

ered: then failing to demand # hearing to contest the permat, fol-
lowing the Aug. 13 he DINR

The DNR's permil m 50 hiive some discrepancies in it as
well. According t Save Dickinson County's Environment
group, th rean l | by concerned cinizens Living
round and near (! nht nt Taciiiey legal descniption on the

permit 15 i (
Ihe Oreanization | : = the servi

es of Milford attorney
David Stein, Si i with an Algona attormey, Thomas
I pps. Who has expenen in dealing witlt hog conhinement operi
LION ISSUes

Al Tui b i Lounty Sug ViSOl necting. whi

VEas mMoved 1o thie third ool g m ol the Dickinson ( ounty
Courthouse 1o accommaodate the lorge number of people attending
that portion of the meety Supervisor Chair June Goldman began
the discussion of th nda tem. She reminded those assem

ed that thas meeting was not a public hearing on the confinement

feeding operation, but just an agendy item up for discussion

regarding the application for o construction permit for the opers
AL the start of the discussion, Assistant Dackinson County Attor-
lul Bormsta iled that s othice had been working with
St | ie lowa code on thos 1ssue. Byjomstad indicated
l { 1 determined that the DNR permit
} fo milinement feeding operation wias Hawed that
PP o be not 1o the public, and the people were
mment about h
11 D) ] u ppcriumity i kK& comumnent. vet
the DNR wen! ahesd with i) permiat,” Bjomstad said. “We r;h.l
DNR did 1 TOHOW. 1 ¥. We antend o wnite the DNR
pending the board IDPTOY We w d like 10 wnile a letter to the
[DNR . & i i restat 1 Lo al WoCal ct
I 10 ITiik il ICEMms k 0 the supervisor n this
Stetn fted tl \ssuming they have a valid permit, the
' b went | Iy wil numue IThen he
skieed th UDErVISOr " [ supg { 1o ask the DNR 1o
tart the pr nform the developer \ number of dis-
repan hey (U . . nk in the permit process
St nt on f it he has hiled a temporary and perma-
nent inyunch behall i Ix or seven homeowners living
vVitiun th L Cn | inement operation onstructhon
I'he sup rs d ted Biornstad to send a letter to the state

DNR off noutying them of the Juest 1or i restart of the pcI-
mili P il b nt out ths HE sy DANCIes :-.|"HFI1Ir._'L| in the
I ) i
y | count | T+ their concert during the meet
! ¥
N Bl i nil th IT 1 ihi SUPCIVISOrsS L noti
| | I : | I I operiibons nténtions Lo
| | 1wl il
[} | o
{ ] f niegd | i letter was missed in the
VITK | ers u but that normally, in the
| Lu |
LN} || ImEspoOnaence with the
-
I I 11 |l LT,
’ 1) A | Nt !
H \
10 with I

Save Dickinson
County’s Environment |

il ...I‘
..I*.

‘This is a serious matter and a serious
amount of monef. To say that you were
unaware after Aygust 13 would be mis-

leading. We filed aplan, and also filed an
unnecessary building permit with your
depa['l‘ment to make sure L‘\'t‘!‘}.-’ht.)d y had
due notice.’

JACK GERHARDT

—

county auditor dated May B8 We are simply following the rules
that we have as producers 1afollow. Everybody has a responsibili-
ty in this process, includingthe DNR and the county supervisors
When they failed to carry gl their responsibilities, we got no
feedback from the area and@ssumed it was safe to build. I've got
nothing against Dickinsof County, We were invited in by a
landowner (Tom Kaiser) tht wanted manure on his ¢rop ground
That is often how we are iavited in. We proceeded on that basis
So, unfortunately, 1've beegled astray by this group also, and at
this point 1 am the only onc put any mongy

“This 15 a sermous maiter and @ senous amount of money. To say
that you were unaware afigAugust 13 would be misleading We
filed a plan, and also hled@n unnecessary building permit with
vour department, just as agabundance of caution, to make sure
l'_"n.l.'f:'nhl"l.i:'l had due noticeof the project " Gerhardl continued
“And so now I'm the bad gy, and you folks stand idly aside and

no offense ... but I've g a lot into this and unless somebody
can show me a way out, | nisd lo pursue this program

No acrion, was takgn by B supervisors, af
il \:_'..' on e

the recommendation
I:'l'-hh'-?il“!L# i notice regarding the hoe confine-
ment operalion constructiogpermit in the county

Stein indicated that it waprgbably not beneficial or appropriate
1o do that now since the codis will have to rule on the permit issuc

as to its validifffénd the possible discrepancies in the permitung
process

Stein believes the Dickinson County District Court will deal
with the issue iyind-October

Dutch CreelFarms, Inc, is owned by Jack, Dick and Albert
Gerhardt, all of Barmont, Minn

Courthouse survey begins to take shape

Coryv Petersod. of the local lowa State University extension
lIT-i:-IL'L*_-IHI:[ with the SUPETVISOrS regarding the first draft of options
outlined for possible questions on the random survey the supervi
sors will be taking for the county's courthouse. That first draft
included a front .';-!:..’i.' explanation of the present layout of the
courthouse as &feference guide to the questions that followes on
page two

It was determined by the supervisors 1o have the 600 random
samples taken from the registered voters of the county It was also
decided upon by the supervisors to have six options available to
those filling outthe survey as to what they would like o have done
regarding the courthouse. Those options will include location,
n'r‘nmh:h-r.]g. adding on to the present location, new construction at
a new location, and one of the options is for other suggesuons On a
courthouse for the county

A cost choice range will also be included with an explanation as
to the per thousand valuation property tax cost and an exampie ol
1l

T'he supervisors will meet with Peterson next week 0 construct
a final draft of the survey 5 conlenl It will be tested and then sent
to those randomly -\chL-TI:_ut for the survey by the second week of
October

Peterson indicated that the process will take about six weeks.
with tabulation of the results to be done the first two weeks in
MNovember

Vern Rvan, survey consultant for the project from lowa State
Uniy ‘.‘T\‘.Tf-. has 1areeted the end of December as the time for his
summary of the survey results, according to Peterson




Group goes to court to block Mitford hog lot

09-25 -02

Angry residents

By Greg Drees

MILFORD. lowa Opponents of a
4.000-head hog lot planned near Ml
ford sought court action Tuesday to
stop the projec

Also on Tuesday, Dickinson County
supervisors were taken to task by a'rep
resentanve ot the proposed project dur-
ing a meeting of the board attended by
an overflow crowd of area citizens

The site, which already bears o De
partment of Natural Resources pernut,
15 southwest of Milford i Okoboj
Township, close to Horseshoe Bend

Park

Produ
been granted. Kaiser wi
tacihity for Alex Sucher and
hardt, who do business as Dutch Creek
FFarms of Fairmont, Minn

Now that the project has essentially
been approved and 15 public knowl
edee, many county
raged at what they
that surrounded the auwthorization

Jack Gerhardt, representing Dutch
Creek Farms among those
Tuesday s meeting of the supervisors in
Spint Lake

Billed on the agenda as a discussion
on the permuit for the confinement feed
g operation, the gathering had to bhe
moved from the regular board cham:
bers 10 an upstairs courtroom i the

tion Facilin the permit has

1l manage

=

1 [=

Albert Ger-

CIHEZCNS dre oLl

say i1s the secreoy

WHS

Counoaate e

GCerhardt, after hstening to attormeys
tor Save Dickinson County,s Environ
ment, o group seeking 10 halt construc-
tion of the facility, pointed 1o the super-
and said, “This board has acled
neghigently, and has failed to carry out
its responsibilities.”

n the first public response from
Dutch Creek Farms on the 1ssue, Ger
hardt explained that the company has
followed every rule established by
lowa Code and the DNR 1n secunng its
Penm tngl I"'r:."_Hmm{_- onstruchion

We assumed 1t was sate to build on
the site since wie heard absolutely no
response from the supervisors,” Gier-
hardt said. “We have ]'Iin't'q.'i!t.'ij all
along on i legal Basis, and we've been

crawd

VIS0TS

Tom Kaiser s a longtime Milford
Kauser

area farmer in whose name

rules, sfandards and statutes of
state law goverming such con
[mmements

A certified letter was sent to

the Dickinson County Board of

supervisors on Aug. 13 inform
ing them of the DNR's intention
to grant the permit. The board
had 14 days in which 10 cantest
the permit and to appeal for a
hearing. Without a response
trom the supervisors, the permit
was granted on Sept. 3

Supervisor David Gotische
whose constituency is in the
heart of the proposed hog lot fo-
cation, said the board had noth-
ing with which to base an appeal
to the DNR in opposinon o the
plan

“We had been talking 1o su
pervisors in surrounding coun
ties who are dealing with hog lot
Issues, and we saw nothing
within the realm of an appeal
procedure,” Gottsche said

In light of the subsequent pub-
lic outcry Gottsche
sdid he regrets not making pub-
Iic the notification from the
DNR

“Hindsight is 20/20." he said,
“and 1 a similar situation were
Lo arise agam, you can bet there
will be correspondence

A trio of public meetings, ol
ganized by Chen Eichman of

however,

IS R LS -
of us in the neighborhood began
o notice Iwo excavation holes
being dug on the site,” Eichman
sard, "It was the first anyone
knew ol the projecr”

Eichman has spearheaded the
volunteer-dnven non-profit os
camzanon, Save Dickinson
County s Environment, that is
rasing funds for legal support in
opposition o the project. The
group has retaned the law firms
of Peterson and Lipps of Algona

whose office has ..."‘\.!'.'i::‘i.".i‘
experience i hvestock faciliny
htigation — and the Stein firm

As Farmers themselves, and
having raised hogs on a small
scale in the past, the Eichmans
and others made 1t cleas ’.]1;;_'. are
not opposed to sustainable aeri-
culture

“Nor are we anti-anumal,”
Eichman said. “"We are against
large-scale, industrial, commer-
cial facilities that pose dangers
to the air, soil and water.”

Added Eichman, “Tounsm is
a protound benefit to the county,
and no matter how well-de-
signed this facility may be, 1t
would still Impact the area with
an incredible amount of animals
and amimal waste. And if one
gets established, how dowe pre-
vent others from entering the

county?

hekimson County Courthouse to ac

e EER L S S TR PP — -—
sponsible group .

“They are an A-plus opera-
tion,”” Kaser said, "and they are
very experienced.”

He saud every step of the con
struction is plinned under Towa
[-' 'l[t‘

Why would the DNR ap
prove it if it was a bad venture™
he said

AS 1o s own hastory of land
ise management, Kaiser said he
has always farmed responsibly

‘1 have utilized CRP (Conser
vation Reserve Program) set-
aside and buffer stnps in my op-
he k'*i’l.lllu'l.] “and
have alw d¥s been concerned
about the environment, ind this
hog operation will be no differ
ent

At Tuesdav's  supervisors
meetng, environmental ssues
were raised, including condern
whether the manore man
agement plan would call for the
ingection ol manure on land di
rectly above an alluvial aquifer
that teeds the lowa Great Lakes

‘We have followed all of the
guidelings established by the
DNR.” Gerhardt responded.

['he supervisors did not ser a
date for 4 public hearing on the
matler, choosing instead, upon
advice from counsel; 1o wait for

from the coun

eralions,

responses

led astrav, You were notified of our ma

plant matenal, it 1s natura
starts fires all of the time. 7
lems that do anse from bur
nials whether it is plastic

One problem is the smoke
small particles of unburr g
make life extremely diffic s

piratory problems. and th e
Buming of green wasts JF-/

our water guality. When |
around the lakes, they ust & T
sewer, the gutter or on th -
this so that the next time

nure management plan for the opera
tion on May 28, followed by &g riiticd
letter on Aug. 13. You responded 1o
neither and were presented #window
of time in which 1o conduct Yolr bus
ness, which you failed to do™

David Stein Sr. of Sterm Law Firm of
Miliord, one of two firms reppescnting
Save Dickinson Countv’s Environ
ment, said he filed a lawsuitan district
court on Tuesday asking for & 1empo
rary Ifl;um_liuﬂ dE1mnst the l:ﬂ[]_ﬁ‘,..;!]u'iﬂ.
operation, and also a permanent injunc
non on behalf of six landowners who
reside close to the operation.

Dickinson County Attarpey Ned
Bjornstad, also working on the case on
behalf of the supervisors, sadihis office
15 Investigating what it believes to be
discrepancies in the permit process and

&
r

-

e |

strong wind the ashes wa

not the smoke, but the as

The ashes are what ar
al that didn't bum and th
with the smoke. These le
ally high in potassium ar
The material may also «
cancer causing substanc, ;. o)
time you bum that ¢
Iak_e but with.certalniins,,, County schools
So.while burning does '
what is left behind is

area high
WCrama departmens.

“SE unique programs,
Howey

SiadlPeckend, Friday and

N

(Left) H-LP's Molly Mitchell (Juliet's
rest of the cast know her point of vig
production of “Faith County i

Culture.” (Above) Ursula Merkle (La
tells her friend Kim Macalee that
Conrad Birdie Fan Club just becaut
Pinned in Okoboji's production of ‘B

ind county supervisors missed deadlines to challenge lot

errors by the DNR in correspondence
procedures with the board

“We think the perrmt process that the
feedior went through was flawed, and
we will seek to hive thist process revis-
ited,” Bromstad sad

Other people in the audience ex-
pressed disappointment with the super- |
visors [or not moking the pernut apph-
catton public and for not responding to
the DNR.s registered letter within the
required 14-day penod

“l acknowledge the oversight.” board
charrwoman June Goldman said, “and
unfortunately there was an inadvertent
gap that we lurgely ignored.”

Until only recently, the hog lot issue

SEE HOG
continued on page A9

DCN phatos by Joy Hibma (alt) 2l

ts present fall produ

10's u play within a play."” sh
.'uJunl are trying hard to r_-mdrut c i goexl pro
QUSIES not going 1o happen,” h

In real lile, “An Evening of Cullure
nmghtmare, From the epentng number, the a
their lines, the sk st |
her cast to legve Lhe

C-Sald

N

ASES 1o Yl upart wnd 1h
SRS In between scene

cron stage, the play is o delighirg

i _ndl=  in el




I
APNoID  ARSOWN
11 i =)
I {4 | L
. 1ol
MO LIEL)
I '1
[
I 1
§
| 1
e e
—_— |
| 1 L
1 ]

continued from page /

i\
i

stall engineer 10

SHE W
i i

1O delerming

[8 B

LIRSS

eySeAqaN

|
FCbng

iy L

favorabl

L%
ynimal e
§ L L)
[ I'l
u ¥ i
i
1
L ]
[ B i
ST I
e ar
on. saicd
ing with whi
the DNRE

il

L1 irg

1554
ithin

| AR

I".l

wd

Oonducied 1n

.Il.

the DNRK

D ted by f|1t i}

! ]-l'
D

| |
ML
VL
ln, a
||i|'
=LY

il separation dis
Cnce that was

Vi

N‘\' ]':.

1n | P|'-: rtions ol

5 Moing

il It

vV oonot
el

'

L& RR

a0l
lidlK]

Wals

I SU0i] HEU)E L
saimeladwa) [eqojn
e
[}
furnd NMualtord I el KAl na i [arim TR
k at the Commun ; I fou ars and wiall mar
in Miltord Lir concern i ! lot, defends the opera
S1INONe COunty cin n SOT1E i
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Monday night. Eichman, wha  history of bad press surrounding
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By Steve Anderson
Clean Water Alliance Coordinator
Special 1o the DCN

As the weather cools off, and the leaves start to
fall, we all get into preparing our yards for the
winter season. Several of us will be raking the
grass and leaves that have collected in the yard
several of us will also be picking up branches that
are in the vard due to the winds we received all
year long. Some people may even be trimming
back trees and shrubs before the winter season

GREEN WASTE

Continued from Page 1

prior and allow you to make a decision that will
protect the water quality as well as the environ-
ment

Ihe first option that was listed was bumning the
green waste. Since green waste is made
plant matenal, it 15 natural, and Mother Nature
starts tires all of the tme

.,i"u il

There are several nrahb-
lems that do anse from buming any t
nals whether 1t is plastic or if it is green

pe o mate-
waste
One problem 1s the smoke. Smoke actually s just
small particles of unbumed matenals
make hfe extremely difficult for peopie with res-
piratory problems, and their families

Burning of green waste can have an effect on
our water quahty. When people burn i the cities

Fhas can

around the lakes, they usually bum near the storn
sewer, the gutter or on the beach. Most people do
this so that the next time it rains. or the after next
strong wind the ashes wash away. The problem is
not the smoke, but the ashes

The ashes are what are left over of the mater-
al that didn’t bum and that were too heavy to lift
with the smoke
ally high in potassium and also have phosphorus
T'he matenial may also contain carcenegenics, or
cancer causing substances, This 1s not to say that
time you bumn that carcenegenics are entering the
lake but with.certayipstances, this could happen
So while buming dogs gc'r. rid of the green wiste
what 1s left behind 15 not really healthy for people

Ihese left-over materials are usu-

C T —

Careful disposal of green waste is
important to the county’s environment

starts. Many people will b
material or green wiste toyd
we do with 1t
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