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S - - FINANCIAL STATEMENT
: IHSTHIGT COMMISSIONERS 1M & 3M Budget Allocation for Fiscal Year DISTRICT STAFF
July 1, 1983 to June 30, 1984 . B ] n, B
Allceation: - « . $ 2,300 00
Commissioners expanses $ 98014
Otfice supplies 728 61
Printing __ 22050
$ 1,929 25
Retumad to State 370175
§ 2.30000
M BUDGET 2
Allocation 1983:84 £89.446.00 = 1‘_- - :' gl :
ﬁnmmipaﬂlmmﬂwaﬁnncmsuucim $72.229.680 ' A --‘_:“T.-.' J{"- < & | A0
Warren Soil Conservation District Commissioners- Amourit approved & pending completion . 9,342.00 W, ST R Y |
Back row left to right: Marvin Mahr, Jr., Dick Davitt, Retumed to State __5.813.89 ' : .
Arian Becker. Front row: Ben Kern, O. B. Pehrson. - B6.385 49 Back row left to right: Steve Vaoltmer, Soil Conser-
The District Commissioners above are elected by Balance £ 3,080.51 vation Technician, Dale Eautkner. District Conserva-
the voling citizens and serve without pay. Conserva- —_— tionist. Front row: Jeannine Spick, State Aide, Mary
tion Is, of, by and for people. People decide for Allocation 1983-84 (LAKE FUNDS) $24,763.39 Streeter, Disfrict Clerk
themselves how they will treal or mistreat their Amount paid tor conservation construction $24 763 39 - 24,763.39 GCal Wells (no! pictured) part-lime Green Thumb
nalural resources, Commissioners of lowa's 100 local Balbncs g 00 employee.

soll conservation districis are at the grass rools of
the conservation mavemen! in lowa,
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By O.R. Pehrson, Chairman
The Warren Soil District Commissioners

were kept busy in 1984. We held the regular

monthly meetings. We attended spring and
fall regional meetings and met with the
Madison County Commissioners concern-
ing the Badger Creek Watershed.

The Annual State Conference is the
highlight meeting of the year. At this
meeting, we review the past year's ac-
complishments and ge! inspiring ideas for
the coming year

The Warren Soil Commissioners believe
that education is the real key to the future
of soil conservation, We offer tuition grants
to teachers camps, and workshops. We feel
that those who have attended have been
greatly inspired. We have been offering
essay and poster contests to elementary,
Jr. High and High School students in the
Warren District. The participation tells us
that young people are thinking conservation
and are concerned,

A new District Conservalionist was
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By Joseph E. Narigon, Director

Soil Conservation should be a goal of
every farmer and landowner in the county, |
know farm businesses are having a problem
with adequate income as expenses have in-
creased, and income from the sale of farm
products has declined. This had encourag-
ed people to pul more areas in ¢corn or soy-
beans and less in pasiure and forage. The
past few years, even with low corn and soy-
bean prices, the expected return has been
greater than that of pasture.

The moving of hay and pasture land to
corn and soybean production has increased
the problems of soil erosion. When these
fields are taken out of grass, special soll
conservation methods must be used.

One of the best ways of reducing soil ero-
sion by water is using No-till. This allows
the grass refuse and roots to protect the
soll and reduce water runoff

s/ ARREN COUNTY ASCS s

By Betty M. Borchert
County Executive Director

The Agricultural Conservation Program
(ACP) Is a federally funded program ad-
ministered by the Warren County ASC Com-
mittee to cost-share conservation work with
Warren County farmers. The County Com-
mittee included Allen Bruce, Pat Hoover
and Charles Rodgers in 1984.

The AC Program is developed from
recommendations received in a develop-
ment meeting with the ASC Committee,
S0ll Conservation Service, County Exten-
sion Service and Forestry Service.

The 1984 allocation for Warren County
was $60,800. In addition to this amount,
funds of $8,453 were received for special
seeding practices on highly erodible
ground to be used as set-aside acreage in
the Feed Grain Program,

Cost-shared in 1984 were 41 6-year
seeding practices, 407 acres of no-till plan-
ting, 1 sod waterway, 7 terraces and 2 ero-
sion control structures.

Five percent of the annual ACP allocation
1s transferred to the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice for providing technical services to par-
ticipants requesting federal cost-share
assistance.

s FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION s

By Robert D. Miller
County Supervisor

The Farmers Home Administration
makes soil and water loans to owners and
operators of farms for developing, conserv-
ing, and making proper use of their land and
waler resources. To be eligible, an applicant
must:

e Be signed up for a farm plan at their
SCS office,

e Be a farm owner-operator.

e Be unable to obtain sufficient credit
eisewhere to finance his actual needs

e Possess the character, industry, and
ability to carry out the proposed operations.

e Plan to improve a farm which will pro-
duce agricultural commodities in sufficient
quantities to be recognized in the communi-
ty as a farm rather than a rural residence.

Projects gqualifying for loans include ter-
races, ponds, drainage Ssystems, and
pasture renovation. Direct loans are current-
ly at 1034 percent interest and can be amor-
tized over 40 years. Guaranteed loans can
be approved for up to 40 years by local
lenders

The county committee responsible for
certitying the applicants eligibility are as
follows

e Reuben L Core

e Dean B. VanderlLinden

e James Gavin

welcomed to Warren District this past year.
| feel that Dale Faulkner has added greatly
to our staff. A new State Technician, Jean-
nine Spick, was hired early in the year. Jean-
nine is a very capable young woman who Is
not afraid to get her shoes soiled. Steve
Voltmer has been with us for two years.
Steve is a Federal Techniclan. He is in a
learning process trusting for advancement
in the future. . .

Mary Streeter, our office clerk, is the per-
son most likely 1o greet you at the door or
say “hi" on the phone. She provides infor-
mation concerning Ssoil conservation in
general as well as keeps the books and
records.

Calvin Wells is our assistant in the office
sponsored by the Green Thumb Agency.
Cal's job is to help wherever necessary. He
has been instrumental in assembling the
lowa Soil 2000 folders

Conservation tillage is really on the move
in the state and nation, A good share of it is
no-till farming. | feel that Soil Conservation
is the duty of each person who tills the soil.

One area that causes a lot of erosion on
hilly or steep slopes Is the end rows that run
up and down the hill. | know there needs to
be a turning area but leaving a grass strip
for the end row in some cases (s as impor-
tant as a grassed walerway.

By all means steep areas should be con-
tour farmed. Each row acts as a small ter-
race and will hold water except for heavy
rains.

if these fields are to remain in row crop
production, a permanent terrace systemn”
should be buiit,

In today's economic situation careful
consideration of costs, yield exrectations.
soil loss, and alternative uses of land must
be made before the decision to plant corn or
su¥baans is madg,

he Warren County Extension Service
will continue to work 1o help people make
decisions. Soil Conservation education Is
one of our main priorities.

OQUR APPRECIATION

The Commissioners appreciate the
USDA Soil Conservation Service person-
nel for their technical assislance, lowa
Department of Soil Conservation for their
leadership and guidance, ASCS and Exten-
sion Seryice for their coaperation, Warren
County Conservation Board for their help
in educational programs, the ministers,
teachers, newspapers, radio stations and
Board of Supervisors for their cooperation,
and to all organizations, businessmen and
individuals who helped contribute to the
progress of the district.

== WARREN CO. CONSERVATION BOARD =

By Paul Regnier, Director

Soil — the most precious natural asset
Think about it. Where would we be withoul
the fertile, black layer of life giving soil? The
economic, cultural and environmental im
gnrtance of soil should not be overlooked

y anyone.,

_The Warren County Conservation Board
IS joining the National Wildlife Federatio
in celebrating this year's wildlife weeX
theme, '"Soil — We Can’'t Grow Without It."
A very appropriate theme to coincide with
the Soil Conservation Service's 50th ar
niversary. The Warren County Conservatio?
Board is providing a special education:l
program to all interested school groups,
clubs and civic organizations. The progran
features a slide/tape show titled
"Soil — We Can't Grow Without It." Con
tact the WCCB office to schedule a fres
showing. The promotion of soil conserva:
tion through education is one of the many
environmental education programs offered
through the Conservation Board. A full-time
naturalist is on staff to provide a variety of
Environmental Education programs to the
schools and public of Warren County.

Five county residents, Ellen Moreilo ard
Vince Pemble from Indianola, Tom Hanks >f
rural Ackworth, Gladys Downing from rual
Milo and Don Brandt of rural Carlisle zre
the members of the Warren County Consar:
vation Board. The members are appointed
by the County Board of Supervisors for a
five year term. The Board members direct
and guide the conservaticn staff to provice
services and programs to Warren County
residents.

Some of the programs and services ¢l-
fered by the Conservation Board include a
free, quarterly newsletter, information on
county parks, regular public programs,
school programs, technical assistance far
wildlife habitat development and a county
park system that includes hiking and skiing
tralls, picnic areas, camping, hunting and
mare. To sign up for our newsletter or far
more information aboul our program, call
961-6169

The District Commissioners regular monthly
meetings are held the lirst Wednesday of each month
and are open lo the public. Commissioners call special
meelings for various activities. They attend Regional
and State meetings and joint meetings on Badger
Creek Watershed

JANUARY: The Commissioners 1984 Organizational
meeting was held January 4, and |he oflicers
nominated were: O.R. Pehrson, Chairman; Ben Kern,
Vice Chairman; Dick Davitt, Secretary, and Mary
Streeter, Treasurar, A no-till drill was purchased with
revenue sharing funds from the Warren County Board
of Supervisors, Commissioners attended the Ames
Short Course

FEBRUARY: A joint contraclor meeting was held
February B with Polk County at Elks Lodge in Pleasant
Hill. Jeannine Spick, state aide, was hired February 10
Scotl Huso, DC, transferred 1o Pawnee City, Nebraska.
A Lakewood Watershed meating was held February 26,
and Lakewood landowners received lowa Soll 2000
lolders.

MARCH: A No-Till meeting was held March 6. Com-
missioners allended the Regional meeling March 9.
Steve Vollmer, Jeannine Spick and Mary Streeter at-
fended a meeting on slate and federal procedures heid
March 1315 al Amana

APRIL: Dale Faulkner, DC, joined the staff. A scholar-
ship o! $150 was provided (o a leacher 1o attend the
Outlook-in-service workshop.

MAY: A Soil Stewardship breakfast was held May 9
with the Ministerial Association, commissionars and
staf!

JUNE: Bob Fridiey was nominated for the lowa Soil
Conservation Award. Fridley was also the Regional
winner over 15 coundies. Commissioners approved 14
slough bills applications, totalling 363.3 acres.

Heavy rainfall up 1o seven inches during the first
two weeks of June in 1984 caused significant gully
erosion and crop damage. It was estimated 15,000
acres in Warren County received severe erosion. A
combination of conservation practices would have
helped o préevent erosion and loss of topsoll and
crop damage.

CONSERVATION PROGRESS
FISCAL YEAR
October 1, 1983 to September 30, 1984
No. Feet Acres
New District Cooperators a .
Conservation plans prepared - 3,169
Landowners applying prac-
tices 53 . -
Terraces 51,904 -
Ponds and erosion control
structures 2
Water and sediment basins 9 : -
Conlouring - - 301
Grassed waterways - - 3

mmm|).S. SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE =

By Dale Faulkner
District Conservationist

Now is a good time to perform
maintenance of conservation practices, If
you have tile outlet terraces, clean debris
and sediment away from the intakes to im-
prove drainage. Terrace backslopes should
be seeded with Bromegrass to control weed
compelition. Also, check for over tnpplng
and rodent damage for the terrace earthfilis.

Grassed waterways are the most difficult
to maintain. If you are having probiems with
herbicide runoff, broadcast corn of sudan-
grass. This will help control erosion and
makes an excellent mulch to seed into the
following year. Tall fescue and switchgrass
seem to be more tolerant of herbicides. If
runoff is not entering the waterway and
gullying is occurring along the sides of the
waterway, farmers can use a SRIG-!‘D&UEI‘ or
plow and bulld small me-dama to force the
runoff into the middle of the waterway and
prevent the gullying along the edges.

On farm ponds, check for rodent damage,
and remove any trees or brush in the ear
thfill. If your pond doesn't have a metai pipe
spillway and the earth spillway is eroding,
this problem can be corrected Dy installing
a metal pipe and raising the earthfill and
gmergency spillway

Tile drainage systems also require
maintenance. Wet areas aré somelimes
caused by broken or plugged tile. Tile outiet
pipes should aiso be checked for debris and
rodent damage. Animal guards should be
maimntained

JULY: Mary Streeter attended the Stale Clerk's
meeting at Ames on July 10-12. An Essay Contest was
held on “Trees — A Neglected Resource." The winners
were: Jr. Division — (Indianola Jr. High 7th graders)
Tad Walles, tirst place; Brad Tilkas, second place: and
Rick Rubile, third place. Sr. Division — (SEW Warren
10th graders) Barbie Wachter, lirst place: Cindy Alex-

ander, second place; and Lori Kilgore, third place.
Commissioners atlended the Badger Creek Annual

Meeting held July 25

"

AUGUST: A Poster Contes! was held com-
memorating S0 years of sall conservation progress.
The winners of the contes! were; Grades 4.6 — Daniel
Bender, Mariensdale-S!. Marys, [ sl place, Buzz
Maione, Irving, second place; and Stacie Van Wyk, Mid-
dle School, third place. Grades 79 — Canh Hua, Nor-
walk Middle School, first place; Jane Serag, indianola
Jr. High, second place; and Steve McCall, Indianoia Jr
High, third place. The first-place winners of these
pastars were displayed al the Stale Fair

SEPTEMBER: A goal of 30,000 acres lor 1984.85
distribution of the lowa Sail 2000 folders was sal for
landowners in Lake Colechester walershed, Linn and

Jefferzon tawnships District Annual Work Plan was

raviewed and approved. Scholarships were provided 1o
teachers lor the lowa Teachers Conservation

Workshop in Guthrie Center.

OCTOBER: Commissioners approved several state
cost share vouchers for fall work |ust being completed.

NOVEMBER: Commissioners attended the Annual
Conference. Chairman Ray Pehrson attended the In-
dianala Chamber of Commerce Annual Banguel and
awarded plaques to Robert Fridley, winner of the lowa
Soil Conservation Award and Meddll Chasg for
outstanding cooperator. Arlan Becker was electsd as
new commissioner replacing Roy Davey, and Ray
Pehrson was re-elected 1o serve ancther 6-year term

DECEMBER: Commissioners discussed promoling
narrow base terraceés al their December meeting.

Many Warren County farmers aré planting no-till
cormn in sod to reduce equipment, fuel and labor
cosls, This practice almos! totally eliminates erosion
on sloping land. This photo shows corn emerging
where it has been planted no-till on the Paul Mead
farm north af Lacona. Paul Mead's first planting no-
till corn was 1977

NO-TILL DRILL AVAILABLE TO FARMERS

By Steve Voltmer, Technician

In March 1984, the Warren County Soil
Conservation District acquired a no-till drill.
The funding for the drill came from the
county revenue sharing funds. The seeder
had a successful year in 1984, with 19
farmers using it on a total of 321 acres.

The seeder was used to seed grasses and
lequmes, soybeans, wheat, and warm
season native grasses. The seeder is
designed to seed into an existing sod or in
heavy residues. This ability offers many op-
portunities to Iimprove or compietely
renovate steep pastures and haylands while
conserving soil.
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The interseeder is equipped to seed light,
fluffy warm season grass seed that some
other seeders have trouble with. It is posst-
ble to increase the grazing period of
pastures by planting @ warm season grass
because its peak growth is in the late sum-
mer and early fall when other grasses are
dormant

The Warren Soil District would like 1o en-
courage more farmers to experiment using
the drill for no-till soybeans. No-tili drilled
soybeans will help to reduce erosion where
soybeans are grown on steeper slopes

Anyone interested in using the dnll or
hawn-'; questions or praoblems with pasture
renovation should contact the Warren
County Soil Conservation District, phone

961-5264



