M L plhhﬁﬁ. in ]];‘1\
ity
The. prsbles peobaily oy e

= (B tiroh)
‘Populsted b
i

Ut Daviy
oOnEbute in
oy 4% b 0wt poliutian. peol,

of N'llﬂllm T wulee
- pellutip
l‘ul oty & thig MM by lrldull
hatd raine on
:MH "" '*hil*h milves
“ “Ii [:'ﬂ Ilﬂl‘ com-
hmhd‘m lirery ool ehemuicnl s
“‘;:" o "'5 Whe ot pollition
o by irtiper soil
thamriglion. methids and  the

M wf Sl Consorvation

B Heplemenlition of such
J

Fattieuler emphisip 1n boing

laetd) i wall comweevation: proc-

foe aonstt soel I Sl and
Wiler Comvevation Wesk

Reeoll fom farm lanid plices
dmpesite i our dirvime and ulso
makes the war
ik 15d =

Tile outlel terrnees, aceording
lo Verle Atseld will gupiserva-
tehat for- Davde Uainly
ul the sl efsetlie days o
pontred s il

ﬂ’ltrn hﬂd fﬁ]m ille,
type of feraee amtrtils e run

off

Oce of the mout s [urms

e of high.

M optsting and aiding

il Tir Lvi-
biv el

s dnge

Ihis

] ) et e e oul-

"‘ ;;,l‘l:_u-u“; ~.

.
o

lets, leaving the seil, fertilizes
and chemicals in the field.
Several of these terraces have
been installed in Davis Cﬂtmtﬁ.
Thus far, they are located on
farms of Allen White, Stanley

Baughman, Willurd Hubbartt,
Harry Battin, Millard Muoleshey,
LaVern Weilhrenner, Dean Am-
stutz and Richard Birchmier.

Erosion s the worst single
enemy of the farmer. It Is ugly,
wasteful and unnecessary. Waler
crosion robs valuable topsoil,
distroys fertility of the land,
takes away roads and bridges
*ﬂd covers other guutl fand with
silt

Although waler erosion s ser-
tous, farm conservation planning
covers several areas. The pur-
poze of such plinning is lo usc
each acre of ﬂgrlcuﬁ.uru'l lond
within its capability and to treat
the wvarions orens according to
their need for protection and
improvement.

Land capability maps (soil
maps) are available for farms In
Davis Counly,

According Lo €, [les Hlﬂlﬁ}
chnirman of the Dayis County
Soil Conservation Dislriet, the
alm of a farm conservation plar
Is to control erogion, maintain or
Improve ovroductivity and pro-
vide grain and forage [or the
individual farmers'  Livestock
nesds. |
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Contour farming and tnproved
pastures mre expecled to play
greater voles In Davis County
farming in the future.

Heady sald forming in soutl
cast lowa sees contour f(arming.
like the tile outlet terrace as &
useful tool to use in helping W
solve some of the problems o
water erosion and pollution.

By using contour practices in
tillage and planting as well as
cultivation, the HNow of the water
off the land is slowed. This re
duces the dmount of silt resching
major stresms, By reducing ang
slowing the waler flow and siltd
tion, the amount of chemicul res
idues reaching major rivers,
streams and lukes is reduced.

Contour [arming may #ise help
provide more food for our bur-
seoning population in the fulure,
Heady sald it can make it more
feashle lo rause food products on
land not sullable for erops other-
wise,

YAz we use conlour farming,
especinlly In our arcs, we are
conserving nalural resources so
vital to ouwr welfare and survi-
val," Heady sald, "Each pound of
soll we can save for lulure gen:
erations  will  strengihen  the
chances [or a  productive sp-
clety.”

Turning

unproductive  rop-

land Inte new or improved pas
tures is seen as having a double
benelit in Davis Counly. It helps
control erosion from hilly areas
48 well as Improving the [arm
Enonomy.

- Heady said that much of the
lund in Davis Counly, because of
soil, slope or erosion conditions,
are better suited to grass than
row crops. These acres oflen
yield more profit per acre In
‘pasture than when in corn and
other crops.

The increasing osumbers of
cow-call beel herds in the coun
1y create o need for new and
improved  pastures,  Applying
fertilizer, adding legumes such
28 birdsfoot trefoil and controll-
ol stocking with cattle have in:
creased beel production

Heady said  grasses and le-
gumes tie down the soll with
their roots. They increase (he

rate and amount of water that
will soak into the soil
Conservation, in general, has

gnother benelit to farmers. It
con increase the value of the
farm. Heady said that a prospec
tive buyver looks for land thuat
his eye tells him will grow a
good crop and lend itsell to good
Held arrangement.

Waterways that are crossable
with machinery are more appeal-
dng than ditehes which must he
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detoured and divide the land

into smaller fields

A steep  slope conloured,
sirip eropped or terrnced also
allows the larmer to operate his
machinery on the level. There is
no better way to show the value
of land than have & good crop
of any variety,” Heady said.

The actvities of the Davyis
County Soil Conservation Dis-
triet are no longer confined to
the farm. The lowa Legislature
lias made official that eities and
towns are included in each soil
conservition district

Heady  sald  vegardless ol
where we live, we all hive
stake in soil and waler conserva-
tion. Loss of topsoil from heavy
raing, wind crosion, polluted air
from dust storme, threats of sil-
iatlon of our lukes, 3]l mean
heavy econumic losyes lo the
farmer and eity resident.

He continued thal  commun-
ities and state and local govern-
ments are asking the Soil Con-
servation Service and soil con-
servalion districts 10 take on
new and broader funetions

These tnclude assistance in
community  planning, orderly
changes in land use, multiple
use of resources, water supply
and deyelopment and protection,
soil and waler manageément on
noamagricultural lund, walershed
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snd enlire river basin planning,
wildlife and recreational de-
velopments, conservation educa-
tion and many others.

There are many agencies in-
volved in soil and water conser-
vation besides the U, S, Soil Con-

servation Service, which pro-
vides: technical assistapnee.
The State Soil  Conservation

Commitfee directs the activities
of lowa's 100 soil conservation
districts, The Exténsion Service
provides edueationsl assistunce.
The Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service and
the Farmers Home Adininistra.
tion are both sctive in the soil
and water conservation pro-
grams,

In Davis County 383 furmers
participated in the conservation
program of the ASC.

Emphasis on local involvement
and broad public benefits were
the key polols of the 1969 Agri-
cultural Conservation Program
(ACP) and continue in the 1970
program.  Specific  pollution-
abatement responsibilities were
added for 1970,

Last vear upder the program
conservalion measures on Davis
County farms, there was a total
investment  of  approximately
8232376, ACP cost sharing ac-
counted for about onehalf of
this  amount and producers
matlched or cxceeded the public

stop poIquion with soil conservation:. .

mvestment
OoUrees,

Conservation praclices carried
out on participating farms in
Davis County included perman-
ent  vegetalive cover, S36,104:
Limestone, $9.309; forestry lrees
and shrubs, $1,117, control of
shrubs, $4469;, water impound-
ment reservolrs, $18,426; pipe:
line water facilities, $2,784; sod
waterways, $12,490; terraces, S6-
$81; erosion control, damns, $22.-
%32; open drainage, $1411; un
derground drainage, $131; lond’
shaping or grading, $660; and
beautification, $67.

Vern K. Henderson, chairman
of the ASC commitlee, said that
sometimes people misunderstand
this conservation program. Il 1§
designed to help assure  pro-
tection of land resources for the
futiere.

“Frequently farmers take
shortterm losses in  installing
conservation practices in order
1o provide for long range hene-
fits which they themselves may
not  directly profit from,” he
said. "This oceurs, for instance,
when farmers give up part of
their cropland to provide fof
conservation structures and for
water retention fo reduce ero-
sion and prevent stream siltalion
and sometimes to prevent flood.
ing of downstreant communities.

“_'uh theli* own e

_— T —— -



