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INTRODUCTION
The goal ofl the diswrictiis a soil end water conservation
plan in operation on every farm in Cherokee Countwv. With the
increased activity, because of the Little Sioux Flood Control
Program, the attainment of this goal (in as short a time es
possible) becores more imnortant. Almost all of Cherokee Jounty
lies within the Little Sioux River Tatershed.

An indication of the job ahead can be gained from the fol-
lowing figures: There are 357,116 acres in farms in Cherokee
County. At nresent, district conserwvetion plans are being emnlied
on 18,021 acres in the county., 2About 6LZ of the practices planned
have been applied on these farms.

The cistrict work plan stetes that the Cherokee Countwv Sopil
Conservation District will aid in flood control activities on the
Little Sioux River and recommended the following: using practices
which will increase absorption of water where it falls; controlling
or guiding the movement of surnlus water; the use of structures.

The benefits that will accrue to individual fermers will more than
repay the cost of such a progrem end at the same time ley a founda-
tion for a successful flood control program on the entire watershed.

The district commissioners have annroved a "usage plen” for
flood control assistance as authorized in House Document #258.
Thev have also anmproved the nroposed farmer-district cooperative
agreement form and the nroposed meintenance agreement form to te
used where floocd control assistance is obtained.



PROGRESS IN ESTABLISEING FARM PLANS:

The 808 district cooperetic. - hove made the following progress
during 1945 in esteblishirg their soil and water conservation plans:

Contoured & 5,70 acres
Terraced - 10.2 miles
Grassed waterwavs - T20TL s B
Seeded headlends - 121 acres
Seeded new nastures - 92 acres
Improved pastures - 100 acres
Built diversions . - 1692 1n. ft.
Limed A - T3 acres
Fertilized new seedings - 785 acres
Built comtour fencse - 1L21 rods
Contour field divisions - 29 farms

A check was made on the progress of cooperators in establish-
ing practices by sending out a guestionnaire the first week in
December. A samnle of the nrogress made by individual, farmers in
establishing their scil end watsr corservation programs may be
gained fram the next page (this is a tebulabicn of the results re-

orted in the first 25 guestiormsires returned, )
i /

OTHER FARVS A3SISTED:

In addition to the cooperators listed, other farmers were
assisted in establishing the Tollowing nracticss:

2387 acres on L9 farms

Contouring

Contour field divisions - 7 on I farms
Contour fence built - 80 rcds on 1 farm

It is es*imated thet 26,500 acres were contoured in Cherokee
County during 1946 (this figure was obtained in cooperation with
the Cherckee County Agricultural Conservation Association.)

GOALS FOR 19L7:

The following goals have been set for the establishment of
conservation practices during 19L7s

18.5 miles

Terracing -

Contouring - €020 acres
Gressed vaterweys - 82000 1n.ft.
Gressed headlands - 120 acrss
Contour field divisions - 12 farms




DISTRICT ACTIVITIES DURING 19L0:

assistence during 19L6.

Conservation nlans were develoned bv L8 farmers with district
These nlans totel 8,787 acres.

To date, 88 farmers have develoned farm conservation plans

(a total of 18,021 acres).

The distribution of district farm conservation nlens in
Cherokee County, by townshins, is as follows:

The goel for 19&7 is the development, with distriect assist~

ance, of 60 farm conservation plans.
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PRACTICES ESTABLISHED ON 25 FARMS IN 1946

e o S e — 2 e et o . et s

2 HORES L T IR RN YL
SIZE ACRES | ACRES LIVED | NEW “‘[ VATERVAYS [ FEADLAFDS ~ | BUFFER | CONTOUR[' TERRACES | PERVANENT
FARM CONTOURED | CROPLAND | PASTURE | SEEDINGS | ESTABLISFED{ SEEDED STRIPS FENCE | .BUILT PASTURES
ACRES FERTILIZED| NO. | RODS ‘;"I?ﬁ??ﬁfﬂ TIDT | SEEDED BUILT SEEDED
/ | ACRES 2 | RODS | FEET [ T0.] ACEES
320 115 AR RN RO R s R T N SN R e deneRe s (7
200 R 16.2 o - o IR T e i

i b 2, N0 Ol i

1300 | 20 € 300

{
i
120 | v SRR R . [__”“__,_ " I80 1850 [ 15 .

PR

2,0 95 1L S e ST 0 R i

160 T 27 120 4 2001 20 _;’f’“j_""’“_’"f S e

2 f
3 T
210 93 ¢ 25 3 1)45_{ BRI RE B
2 ]
3 i
1

150 70 7 § R e ¢l T R SRR T SR

120 | i e RS RS O R TS SR R T

L NRREAR L AN ARROMIRR ANSIRRE R iy BRI R N NOUOR . R
Sigiter o ASRERNY bl R R R R I e R T L R R e

ey /o T S D R R M B R T A N T e B SR SR

2 30 R ORI YU M O Nl ) S Yo S SR S R o ARSI

200 T 55 ; A i SO TR R e L e o s - R A R

i {
o o 18 3 {200 " Lod e 10.54' """""" 20 | 101%0
RGN v S R A R B R e RN N O M O e R e i

oD Toan WAL i

I F o SRS e s e RaVi LR kg A B 8 el A et s ki L e

160" | o8 20 b
B R L ! 15

NG VB R e R e WL ey
1671 B R ORI e i T e B R s
20 55 A R S0 o R DT BRRIE S R 2 S W MRS Wty

!L‘_ l

160 05 500 30 1 iy I o
320 101 110

W O e (i WY RN

Loo - TR ,-.:ﬁ_::::::"ﬁd S e _f_"“.'" ""6’0-- " U5 A R SRR 1, A .
. S S | L I i e e e B A T oE

—— e o e et - . i e e . % <o i e s s e o A AN - - e e

150 95 o2 A T

208 '1'5"0’“"““""'_'"'“2'5‘"""'“‘""“'[ AR

o —— g . v 7 | - 7 o . 7 i T~ . S — . S i - —— . ——

B e B S s i, e i oot

v cmsim i e e o e s -

P iRl s b ety i st e e e




CONSERVATION SURVEYS:

Conservation survevs were comnloted on 17,20l 2cres during
1946. This mekes o totel of 25,91l ecrcs covered by those sur-
vevs since the orgenization of the district.

WATERSHED DEVELOPMEKT IN COOPERATION “ITHE FLOCD COKNTROI, PROGREAM:

The disftrict eanmissioners have given a 'priority to sewen
sub-wetersheds in Cherockee County. 'If the farmers in these
watersheds develop conservation nlans as anticipated, they will
be the first to receive aveilsble flood control assistance. These
priorities sare subject to review esnd chenge.

‘ £t present the stetus of the first four sub-watershsds is
as follows:

Mortchsofi “atershed: 1% ferms = 1161 acres

L farms hove completod soil end weter conservation nlans and
are epplying them. OL3Z cercs of the 1139 acres in these
farms lics within the wetcrshed (thev comprise 55% of the
watershed crea.) Soil end water conscrvetion plans are

. practicelly complete on enother 18% of this watershed.
Fee Tatershed: 11 farms - 910 acres

3 farms have completed soil and weter conscrveation plans eand
ere epplying them. 376 scres of the 5560 in these forms
“%-1 tilies within the watcrshed (thev comprisc L1% of the weter-
shed area.) Additionel plans are now being developed.

‘ Simonscn Watershecd: 9 farms = 11003 ecres
Ly farms heve complcted soil and water conscrvation plans and
src epplying them. 727 ecres of the 1667 acrcs in these
farms lie within the wetcrshed. (They comprise 72% of the
watershed ecrea.) 2Additionsl nlens ere now being developed.

Martin Tatersheds 1, ferms - 1520 acrcs

Plens erc now being developed in this wetershed ores. 5
farms already have conservation practices in effect,



EDUCATIONAL ACTIVI TIES:

Moving Pictures Shown - the sounc roving nicture "The River"
was shown to L grouns vith a total attendarce of 207.

General Educational lMeetings = 11 rectings of these type
were held with a total ettendence of 185.

Group Flenning Meetings - meetings were held with 6 groups
with a total attendange 'of %9,

Newspapers - a total ¢f AS news articles on soil conser~-
vation wor: were printed by local pepers during the year.

Vistrict Parkers fssociation Meeting - a soil conservetion
meetisg for the Eankers' Association was held et Cherokcc. The
morning session was a tour of the Ztiles farm which has a com~
piete soil and water conscrvation plam in effect. The afternoon
session was a discussion meeting. Total attendance of ol

Advertising - The Cheroksc Stite Donk, tho First Trust &
Sevings Benk of Aurclia and the Farmers' Netioral Bank of Aurelie
sponsored edvortiserents featuring soil conservation during the
yvear. The Cherokec State Penk is runping a series of eds featuring
soil conservation in Cherokee Souniy.

TILLAGE STUDIES:

Tillege studies (compa:ing viclds on surf:ce planted,
listed, disked end sub~-surface tilled corn, with end without
fertilizer) werc carried on in Churokee County durine 10LG.  Tae
plots were locatcd on the Jerss R. Fee, Louvis Jeupston end Frod
Runp farms. The work was made sveilalble through the covperetion
of the Iowa Exporiment Station end the Soil Conservstion fervice.
the district feels thet *hese studics should be continued 1y order
thet an euthoritative enswer cen he obitained es to “he reietive
meritis of the diffsrsnt rethods Ui cOrnL A 8l gL i
portant in westera Iouam vwhere
of plenting en? tunding corn the
belongs.

(=

interest in meihods

4
the soil where it




EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE:

Terracing equipment in the county is becoming more plentiful.
There are now three disk plows in the county (2all owned by cooper-
ators). Also, a whirlwind plow whose owner is going custom terraces
and waterway work.

COOPERATION ™ITH OTHER AGENCIES

Cherokee County Farm Buresu - the district aggreciates the assist-
ance given by this organization in furthering soil conservation
work in the county; especially through the educational programs on
soil conservation at the township farm bureau meetings.

Extension Service = the district is indebted to' the Extension Ser-
vice for thie assistance given in its cducational program. Special
note should be taken of the work done in the county by John Maddy
and the work of the County Extension Director in encouraging soil
conservation nrojects among the L~ Club members.

AAA ~ The Cherokee County Agricul tural Conservation Association

has assisted in the district program through the promotion of soil

conservation practices; the district apprcciates the help given
by the members of the local county organization.

Banks - Cherokee County banks heve been outstanding in their

support of the soil and weter conscrvation nrogrem and the district

is highly appreciative of this aid.

NEWSPAPERS -~ The local newspaprers heve been of much help in giving

news coverage tolsoil conservation activities dn the county; it has
helped a great dezl in acquainting more neople with district activities.

SCHOOLS - Cherokee County schools are using soil and water conservation
informetion in their class work which is en excellont way of getting

a2 more camplete understanding of soil and wafgr conservation programs
throughout the county.

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE -~ The district has received much assist-

-

ance! frion' the 8Scil Conskrvation Sernvice and, sthrough| the Little
Sioux Flood Control trogram, will receive much more. This gives an
excellent onmportunity to smecd un the epnlicetion of soi1l and water
conservation practices in Cherokee County,

SUBMITTED BY THE CONMISSIOKERS OF TUH CHEROKEE COUNTY SOIL CONSER=
VATION DISTRICT:



