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n :TR.ODPCT:::ON 

The f:'Oal of the district is a soil and yoater c:Jnservation 
plan in ope ration on Avery farm. i:1 Cherokee Count"'· 1h th t h e 
increased acti vi tv, b e cause of the Little Sioux Flood Control 
Program, the attain:n;ent of this r;oal (in as smrt a time as 
possible) becor tes J:Y\Ore imnortant. Alrwst all of Cherokee County 
lies within the Little Sioux River ·ra tershed. 

An indication of the job ahead can be rained from fue fol­
lowing figures~ There are 357 .• 116 acres in fanns in Cherokee 
County. At nresent, district conservation plans are being: annlied 
on 18,021 acres in the ca.mt~r, About 64%' of the practices phumed 
have been applied on these fa:rrns • 

The c'i strict v'ork plan ste. tes that the Cherokee County Soil 
Conservation District will n.id in flood control activities on the 
Little Sioux River and recoTil!'lenrleu ti1e follovting~ using; practices 
which will increase f.l.b sorption of water '.'.here it falls; controlling 
or guidinf the mov".Jr.J.ent of surnJ us water; the use of structures. 
The benefits that will accrue to incli vidual farmers vvill more than 
rena v the cost of such a pro('T8J" and s.t 'the sa:r:::e tine ley a founda­
tion for a SL'Ccessful flood control nrorrar:J on the entlre watershed. 

The district cor1missioners have annroved a "usap.·e plan 11 for 
flood control assistance as authorized in House Document ~~20['.. 
'l:hev have also anproved the nroposed farmer-district cooperative 
agreement form and the n ronosed maintenance a[.reement forr:~ to Le 
used where flood control assistan ce is obtained . 
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PROGRESS IJV ES T}BLISEIN G F)YJi f. PLANS: 

The 08 district coopc::-r_-::,c.-: ~-::>ve made the follovzi ng progress 
during 1946 in cste.blis~1-Lr:g t'1oio· soiJ and ,,-,.ater conservation plans: 

Contoured 
Terrace c. 
Grassed vra -ter·ways 
Seeded he adl-9-nds 
Seeded new nastures 
Ir.mroved pastures 
Built diversions 
Li!:led 
Fer~ilized new seedings -
Built ~ontour fence 
Contour field divisiol1~ ·-

5470 acres 
10.2 miles 

72771 ln. ft. 
121 acres 
92 acres 

100 acres 
169? ln. ft. 

7h3 acre:: 
7Pb acres 

lLL_'.J. rods 
29 farms 

A check i-vas made on the nrogress of cooperators in establish­
ing practices by sending ou+ a ques-::ionnaire the first weel: in 
December. )._ sarnnle of the r,::-·oc"·ess r•9.de b:.r individual. farmers in 
establishing: their scil e.nd ·.·n·t;sr cor.serv<=ttir:ll1 nrogr·ams may be 
gained fran the next pege (~ids is ?. t".b-uJn i:;icr ')f ·che results re­
ported in tr'.e first ?.5 quest:i.or:ms.::.rc:s :·r:,-~.•Jn-:.od.) 

OTHER F!RT't!S A::::~ISTF--)~ 

In ad~l.:.t~on to the cooperators listed, otlter farmers were 
assisted in c:s"c8.bli3hing: the -~oEowing nractices: 

Contourjng 
Contour f~elJ 1iv::.s jons -
Contour fe~ce hui~t 

2387 acres or: L{1 fR.:mfi 
7 on 4 fe.rms 

80 reds on 1 i'0.rm 

It is es .... imated that 26.500 acres were contoured in Cherokee 
County durin~ 1946 (this fig~re w-as obtained in cooperation l'!i th 
the Cherokee County Agricultural Conservation :~ssocia tion.) 

GOALS FOR 1947: 

The followj_ng f.0'1.ls l~a vo beE'n f>'3t foe- the establi shl'lent of 
conserva ti.on nrnc t .!.c cs cur :i. :1g 194'( ~ 

Terracinr.; 
']or.. tour~·~:· g 
Gr r s s e d ;•.a te r<'t2. ;.rs 
Gr&s sed hoalll:mc: s 
.::;( 'rd::rw r field divisions 

18.5 miles 
60·)0 e,cres 

82000 ln. ft. 
lC:O acr:'lF 
1~2 .:'a:-T'ls 
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DISTRICT .ACTIVITIES DPRING 1946: 

Conservation nlans vrere develoned b~r 48 farmers with district 
assistance during 1qL.6. These nlans tote.l 8, 787 acres. 

To date, 88 farmers have develoned farm conservation plans 
(a total of 18,021 acres). 

The distribution of district far~ conservation nlans in 
Cherokee Count~r, by tovvnshins, is as follows: 

r------.- ··----- --.----- ·---- ·-----------------l I . I I 
I !'arcus I Liberty I Cedar ! Spring , 

I I l I ! 
0 i 1 I 1 I 1 i 

I I i ; I 

t-----~ --------------- -[----- ------------1 ---·-- ---~ 
! Amherst j Shel·idan I Cherokee I l~ fton 
I ' 

l 4 I 0 i 6 ,1· 5 I 
j I I ' 
I i ! i l 
I 1'. • I ! I I I 

r---- --~------· --------- ------1----------.. - ------- ~- -------------- i 
I I i I I 
I I l f 
' Tilden l Rock j Pilot ; Pitcher 11 

' I I I . 

3 ; 9 1 10 : 12 ! 
I I ~ 
I i I 

I I I t-------i ---·- ---···--·- ---- .... -!-- ·--- - ---- ., -----!- . -- ... ---------'--! 
i I I . ! I 

Grand ! I 1 
1 ~~eadow .1• ':-illow , Silver ! Dia:t"ond 

I ' I I . 
. I I ' I l 7 I' j 2 ! 15 I 2 
t ; I I 
L ____________ , ______ · _____ --- __ .t __ ------ ___ ____ .. --- _1 -----··-------- i 

The goal for 1947 is the develo-ornent, v.i th district assist­
ance, of 60 farm conservation p lans. 
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PRACTICES ESTABLISHED ON 25 F.Aill~S IK 1946 
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COFSJ~RVATIO:N StRVBYS: 

Conservetion survuys were comT)l0tcd on 17: 20h c.crcs during 
1946. This makes c. tote.l of 25,914 £.eros cov-::rod by thc.se sur­
veys since the organization of thEJ district. 

1i1Ji.TERSHED DEVELOPFEl; T H COOP£P.ATI JN ITH FLOOD COTITROC PRCGRD': 

The district car.missioncrs h etvo pivcn ~e. priori t~{ to seven 
sub-vre.tcrshods in Cherokee Cotmty. If tho fc.rmcrs in those 
watersheds develop cons r- rvc.tion nlcns c-, s anticiprted, they will 
be the first to r ·3ceive eve.ilcbl e flood coY:trol assistence. These 
T_)rioritios are subject to revic1<J end che.nge:. 

Pt nrcscnt the stetus of tho first four sub-v:e.torsh·Jds is 
as follows~ 

J~ortc. nsoii ··.atershod: 13 fcnns llol acres 

4 furms hc.vc cor..pl u t·.J d soil sno :.e.tc.r cons(;;rvction nle.ns and 
arc e.onlyine; them. 643 ceres of bJt:.. 1139 acres in these 
fnrms lies within the v.- rt<,rsh c. d ( thcv cor:;prisc 55;.~ of the 
water shod rror,_ .) Soil e.nd ,_,,2-ter consov rvetion plans nrc 
prncticLlly complete on e.nothc r W% of this 1'VC.torshod. 

Fee '~''a tor shed: ll fe.rms 910 ceres 

3 farms have completed soil o.nd wctor cons c rvr;,tion plc.ns c.nd 
arc 1mplying them. 376 acr e s of tho 560 in those fc.nns 

', lies within tho watershed ( thv v comprise 4l7S of th6 wc.ter­
shcd aree,.) Additiol'JC.l olo.ns c.r o now be ing developed. 

Simons on ~;, c_ tor shod: 9 forms 1003 rcrcs 

4 farms have completed soil r.nd wat ;, r consorva tion plr.ns e.nd 
e.ro 1>nplying them. 727 c.cr o s of the 1667 r:.cr ~ s in tht-so 
fr.rms lio within th e v;atc rshed. ( Thuy comprise 72% of the 
·wntcrshed area.) Pddi tionP,l T)lc.ns :=re now being developed. 

Martin ·~·c. tcrsh cd: 14 f~rms 1520 ecrcs 

Plc.ns ere no·w being develop e d in this wc.torshcd r.r0c.. 5 
fems e.lrc ndy hc.vo conscrvntion pr::-.ctice;s in effect. 
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~bUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

Moving ?icture• Shmm - t.'1.0 souno rovir.g. ~iC'turo ~The River" 
was shovm to L~ grouns vi th a total ati- bndaLc0 of 2o7 c 

General ?duca t::o nal r'roetin[S - ll ~E otings of these type 
wore held vri th a total Pttcndence of 15. 

Group Flanning Meet:.nrs - !'lEletinp-s vroro held vri th 6 groups 
with a total ,,ttt;ndPncc of f' . 

NeV'.rs::Japers - a total G f 45 news articles on soil con sc:r­
vation wort wEJre printed by lo-;al napers dur:;_nR_: the year. 

ristrict Par,ks rs Pssociwtlon Feotin~ -- a soi] sonserve.ti01< 
meetir.g <.or the Eankers 1 .Associa~~on was hsJ.d c.t Cherokoc. Tne 
mo:·~ing session v,-as a tour of tho ?.tiles fa:rrr 1·:hich has a com­
p.:ete soil and m:.'.tor cons<..rvation p~an in effect. The afternoon 
session was a discussion meeting. T)tal attendance of 85 • 

.Advortisinc - Tho Churokec St:te B:.:nk, thn First Tnst & 
Savings I3enk of Jl_urolia and thu Fo.n'lers 1 Ne.tioral Eenk of Aur6li c. 
sponsored advcrtis8:rrunts featurinR: soil consorvahon duri"lg the 
year. Tl-w Cn0rok0o State Eank is ru:'l.:uing a series of e.d~ i'c"'tu,..ing 
soil conservation in Cherokee ::o~n"..;y, 

TILLAGE STlTD~ES~ 

Tillage stuciics (co.'llp8. :'l '.1[; yil,lds on sur : •. co plnntod, 
listed, diskcd ond sub-surfo.co tilled c.Jrn, v·,ith end v·ithm1t 
fGrtilizer) \\'8ro carried on in C~l<.-l'\Jkee COL'llt)' Ccl!"Lc<: 194~-~- Thfl 
plots vrero loc'3tod o:1 t'-"lc ,Jc~l"'GS T-<." ><'cc, Lods I:~-1[S t ~ ... -, end Y.roci 
Runn fElrr-:s. Th o -· · or~c ·,\ns mc.de O-'.Tf•ilatls throush the CGYprc;rct::.o:'l. 
of the Iowa Exporiwc,nt Station end thu Soil Cons ;; rva tion ;'2rvic o . 
lhe district f ee ls th2t -'-.hcso studi es should L. .. c continued ir; c..rdn r 
that an e.uthori tnt: v0 an<owcr c2n ;;o c .. btQinGd es to ·':;,O,c:, rc::i.et_;_;,e 
mcri ts of th<: 0ifi •., .r ,nt r .. <: -~·ho rk E~ p_~c_n t:;_'J.[; corn, lhis is i1r.· 
portnnt in wcst0r:1 [c.- c~ ' .hsrc i~ h<Jl c-is ml·cn int:~rus·c in mu',-:,'1r1 '3 

of planting enr' t .. ncl:'·.ng con'. t'1ct 1' .. lll i:o ld t}rc soil V!ht;re it 
belongs. 
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EQUialENT P_VAILAELE: 

Terracing equipment in the county is becoming nore plentiful. 
There are now t."lree disk p:l._o,,;s in the cour. ty (all o;vned by cooner­
ators). Also, a 111:hirlwind plovr whose ovmer is fioing custom terraces 
and wate:nvay worY:. 

COOPSRATIOIJ ''ITH OTI-<ER l:.GEKCIES 

Cherokee County Farm Dureau - the district ap-greciates the assist­
ance gi ven&.fthis orgar!ization in furtherinc soil conservation 
work in the county; especially through the educationa l prog:rems on 
soil conservation at the tovmship furrr: 1ureau meetings. 

Extension Service- the distric-t is iudc0tE;d to the Extension Ser­
vicefortlle -assistance given in its oducati onal pro t·ram. Special 
note should be. taken of trw 'Nork done in the county by John Waddy 
and the 1••o rk of the Cour t y Extension Director in encouraging soil 
conservation nrojects aMong: the h-:r Club 1:1cml;ers. 

A.AA - The Cherokee County At:;ricul tural Conservation Association 
has assisted in the district progrerr. through the promotion of soil 
conservation nractices; tho district appreciates the help given 
by the I'lerPbcrs of the local county organization. 

Banks - Cherokee Cotmt~r banks havG teen outstanding· in their 
"support of th t; soil anc1 ·Nc.t.;::r conservation D ro gn~m and the district 
is highly appreciative of this a id. 

NE'~SPAPER~. - The local ncvrsp8.Per s he.vo boGn of r:m-::h help in giving 
news coverae.;u to soi l consur7ab.on activiti es ~.:cJ t!1c county; :i.t has 
helped a gr oa t deal in a cquainting more nEtoplo ·with district e..ctivitiE::s . 

SCHOOLS -· Cherokee County schor:ls e..ro using eoiJ. and 1''8. tcr conservation 
infOrme.t i on in their clas s •vork w!1ich is e::: exce ll en t vra;r of getting 
a more camn l ote understs.nding of soil and '''a tor cons e rvation nrograms 
throue:hout the county" 

SOIL CONSSR VP.Tim;r SSRVI CE - Tho dist rict has r ece ived l'!'Uch as3ist­
snce fro;n t he--Soii"cO"ns.J-l:vation Service and, throug:h the Litt le 
Sioux Flood Con -,.rol r;rog r um, will 1·cccivt; ::-u ch rr.ore . Th::.8 gives an 
0xcvllent onpor~:.un:i.ty to s ~.-Jod u;"J tlH~ epnlice.tion of so1l and vJater 
conservation prP.ctices in Cheroh:u Cot.':::lty. 

Sl.'BJ"ITTED BY TITE: COlT:!:SSIOr-r;;:r-:.s Of' T ·-": crr :~;r.: O!'. £S COl'fiTY SOIL CONSER­
VATION DIS'N .. -:: CT~ 


