1950 AINUAL REPORT

CED/R COUNTY SOIL COMSERVATION DISTRICT
TIPTON, ICWA

The Cedar County Conservation District was organized in the spring of 1946,
Thus the district is in it's fifth year of operation., Progress to date has
been somewhat slow in terms of farm conservation plans and the adoption of
a complete soil conservation program by individual farmers. On the other
hend, many farmers are trying out various types of conservation practices.
Me ns commissioners feel that the over all progress has been satisfactory.

With the demand for high production on a long time pull we need to take ad-
vantage of what Mother Nature taught us, plus available use and information
and the will to keep our productive top soil at home along with improving
our soil tilth., So lets make 1G5l a banner year and start using good soil
conservaticn practices, with proper rotation and protect our fields for
future years.

ADMINISTRATION

he administration of the Cedar County Soil Conservation District was cars’ :
ried on by the commissioners with the assistance of the Soil Conservation
Service and Extension Service personnel at 11 regular and two special mee-
tinzs. The district was also assisted by members of the state Soil Con-
scrvation Committece.

In addition to the regular commissioners meeting the commissioners atten-
ded nine interest and four farm planning meetings; also assisted in con-
ducting demonstrations and tours for farm people.

The commissioners have to the best of their ability, budgeted the funds
available from the State of Iowa. The §500.00 or 1 A budget which allots
ecqual amounts to each district, was partially expended as follows: prizes
for contest on Soil Conservation, postcrs and display material, film and
newspeper maps, picturcs, postare and commissioners mileage., Total of
$230,72 was expanded. The 2 A budget or funds for extra technical hclp
and equipment is sct up on a need basis by district. A total of §691.24
is being expended for equipment,

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

District activities were quite varied and directed by the commissioners
in earrying out their responsibilitics as the governing body of the Cedar
County Soil Conservation District. In general, these activities were
aimed at furthering the over-all conservation movement and particularly
that of the Soils District. :

Conducted regular monthly business mectings for district administration,
reviewed and aporoved ferm conscrvetion plens and approved application
for assistance from the district.,

Partieipated in Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company contest for the purpose
of promoting more soil and water conservation and obtaining better dis-
trict administration,

Participatcd in with Soil Conservation District activities.
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Held annunl meeting---February 1950

Sponscrcd a conservation snap book contest and essay contest in coopere-
tion with County Banks nnd Spcntsrxn Clubs. Contcst was open to elemen-
tary and hipgh school studcnts.

Fleyd Fawcett, West Branch attended short cours: for Commissiciiers in
Ames during January 2, 1950,

One day mecting for prospective cooperators on econcmics of Soil Conser=-
vation was held in Fébruary.

Commissioners and other interestecd farmers took a trip to La Crosse, Wis-
consin to theo experimental form in September. They conductcd layout de- .
monstration and result observation for interestced pcople of the county.

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The educational activities of the district were dirccted toward the ad-
vancement of sound soil corservation and to acquaint the people, rural and
yrban, with the needs for conservation of soil and water. Also results ob-
tainable., These cctivities were carricd out joirntly with the Extension
Service and the Soil Conservation Service,

Humbers Attendence
Fidld Tours
Farmers 6 123
Teachers 1 26
Demonstration " 15 105
Interest Meetings 11 99
Form Group Mceting (general ) 23 690
Civic & Commerical L , . 560
Film Shows , , 12 - 5L0
cctlng with Schools o ] i
Pupils - 9 L50
Teacher & Administrators R , 105

Couﬁty Superihtwndent of Schools, Mr. Gill has done an excellent job
providing teaching matcrial mnd carrying on conservation work. in rural
schools. ' ' ‘ :

i

INFORMATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Through the very flne coopcration of the local newspapcrs and radio sta-
tions the district has tricd to keep 21l people informed of it's work, *

News Relecases [yt 37,
Radic Transcriptions 5

PROGREsé

Thc dlstrlets main obgectlvc remains that of gotting " Soil Conservatlon !
applicd to. the Land of Cedar County Fﬁrms. This to bc qcoompllshed through
the dcvelopment of a complcte Farm Conservation Plan with proper application
of nceded soil conscrvation measurcs. Progrcss will be specded up as morc
farmers realize the nceds for following a good soil conservation.program.
This program is to includo tho adoption of longer rotation, with sufficient
legumes and. grasscs, along with odequate mechanical practices, which in turn
will raise the yiclds on a per acre basis and at thc same time make a do-

p051t in their Soil Bank,
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The major work of the Cedar County Soils District during 1950 consisted
of the dovelopment of Fifty (50) Farm Conservetion Plans and the applica-
tion of these plans plus 31 previously developed. In addition 72 farmers
were assisted with starting practices.

The Farm Plans were developed by holding = series cf planning meetings and
doing individual work with each cocperator.,

The conscrvation practices applied included the following:

1950
Contour Farming : 8060  fcres
Strip Cropping O81  Acres
Wildlife Ares Improves 16  fcres ’
Open Drains : 1.3 Miles
Tiling R AAEDZ: v g B,
Vinterways Constructed & Seedcd ¥:716,9 Miles
Establishment of Field Boundries 216,  Rocds
Pasture Improvement 1321  Acres
Improved Rotation 2363),  Acres
Soil Survey 10629  Acres
Drainage 187 Acres

OBJECTIVES

It is our desire to se¢e more layout demonstrations held for farmers to
better enable them to acquire necessary knowledge and skills to successfully
farm with mechanical oractice. (Contouring, Torraces, and Strip Cropping)
also to see more and better utilization of pasture land and more grassed
Waterways.

We further strive to get a hipgher acreage of clear tilled crops on the
contour as a means toward obtaining hich production, Our main aim is to
obtain maxuim production without cutting potential productivity, for it
appenrs that high production will be needed for a period of years under
present tension,
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